
On 22 ~ch 1945, a P34Y-2 t!?rlvateG~tf era$hOO in A.i.IDY 
hs..rbO!" on the China Coast.. The plane# !"'rom neat t~l%" ~H.ng 17. 
was f""'.tying i tis re·g-\llar patrol. !"!-om L'tiZO'N a.."'ld had jt..lst nown over 
Amy. harbor a.t 500 fs'St in ,[neat o.r shipping t.~get.s whan it . 
sustained a dIrect A/A hl~ 1n the f'n,sela&..a and was sent. cr-ash1ng 
down: so the- wate.r be10wc .f'. pessenger in this, plena was Mr. Don 
Bal~. Ws.r Oorr-esp-ondant rc:r- the ~f;.t-.ut1 Broade:ast.1r..g System.~ n1.s 
s't<n7 .of the erash 5nd SUbHqUGnt lI'es;eue and wa~kou.t is given 
below end ~:rords a goode~le of t;yg1eal waJ.k-outs in th& 
Cb.1na'e.-oar:tta~ area. 

It m1gh~. be noteq, that. this plane ~hed in one o~ the. 
worst, a.pots G.."l ' the entire coast, not over- a mil-a from the 
i.s1.and of .Al;"OY. tr~ most; ,heavl.l.y f'ort1.f'led Js.p8l'lsse stron~h~ld 
be~een 3i!A,i,G1!A:f and RONGEONG. ~ &nt;i~ mainland surrounding 
lUNJY. nubar is unoeeup1.ed and is' 1nhe.bi ted by f'r~ly Chinese 
who have bean hr1e.fe:d by American service· per-s-onnel. an the 
handling aT downed Americ.a.n pll()ts . Al!'ro" there a.re U.S .. l'Javy 
e.nd AIlAS-v"'hinA ' ata tiona very nearby. However, the three islands 
in. ft,.L!.OY hs:rbol", ll~Y. e,;,lJElIDYand K1Y,.;.ANCiSEU are Jap fortress-a·s 
and are defL"rltely uns:af"&. Sim.i1arly the harbor is oonsidered 
unsafe and di tch.L~ there is e-ertainly not adv1sabl.e. it crash 
1andlng on the ~ln1and 1s prfieticabla &~d ia entlrely safe. 

A word about }gr-. Don Bell is in order befo-re 'we he~ his 
s·t-ory of this e.xperlenee-. 3ef'ore Deoember" 8,. 1941. itr. Bell vas 
a radio eo~ntato.r in 1iANILA.. P.1., and was 'tiell-known. both oy. 
Americans ~~ Japanese, ror h1s predict10nB or Japanese inten­
tiou, in t~..s Far East. 'lie \tS.S eapt.u.red b7 the Japanese v.llen they 
t.ook ~ILA en Deeer.!Oe1'" 3th .. erA ws.s i~ete17 intern&d with. 
his wire smd two young boys in Sant;,~ 'l0!!1&.5 pr1son. in t!s:n1.la. 
~ere they axisted until 3 8eWwn"7194:5 -- three long 'Ye~rs -
men they were li.beratied by t.~ spectaeular a.et.ion o£ the Seeond 
Battal.1.on ~f' the Un!'ted States First Cave..l.r7. M'ter over three' 
ye.a..'"St internment .. subjection t.o Jap 1nclignitles. and a.troeitlas. 
s.OO e.nduranee of' t-:!:IS "slow sta..rvatlon"· diet whicb th& Japzar.es:e 
desigrmd for these p-tt'laoners" whe.n Bell was 11.t~rate-d tram 
pris-on he sent his w.tfe ax:-Jd two bOls home and !.tms-cU.ately set 
out 'tocttearn abput ~ern warfare. ' Feeling he had "4 lot to 
catch up on in a short time, t't 1-..1S requested asslgnmatlt to the 
most dangerous missi.ons poe.sible. .tmd so it was that he happened 
to be aboard LleutenP..nt Jim EV8...!'l$t ftPrlvateerft on that rata). day_ 
And now - ~. Bell's OWI\ ·sto17t 
- - ~ ~ ~ - - ~ - ~ - ~ ~ - - - - - ~ ~ - ~ - ..,. - .",,;. -
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So. we arop-p&d in 'Wll!xp'ee'tedl.,. for a visit in China. 

~n I say ltune'%p&C.te,d.ll ..... 1 _au we' t~ about; t~e seconds t -

D'Ja..~'n,g ~d no ' ehanea to eh,a;nget: our lninds.- And. w-hitn I say. 
"dr~pPerd, It I mean just thatt _ dropped from m.bcu:t 5QO r-eet at 
the, r.ate ot abouil 100 'hTtots and Wi~ou.t ben.ef'it at paraehltte 
Q'l' time fop pr-ayer. .. 

Aft.er the exeltame'nt was al..l Gover sma we were' in f'rlendl,. 
hands.. I rememb$r tb,!nkiut'b tit!hls is a hell or a p-la.ee "for Q 
Vilar GOl"rGsponden t t-o be. ft 

It sound&d: e%e.lt1r1,~: . .. M .. 

1 t took tabotd: .f'1 V$ minu~$ to get '!EJ:f' If Oa:~e-~s • "" It twenty­
~.,l be Jeep r,!.&t,. a t'b..irtj-f'i vc. ... m.1mtte . hc>p in. a P ipsr SUb,. and 
1: presented 7i!!l:f o~ers to Captain Jona'S # 0.0, of the 17th liava1 
Air Wing. 

"Want somath~ng. ho1;'llt 

"'The hotta,r it. 1.&" the better the st.ory. Captain. .. tf 

So,. ear-lj the next laOrn1ng I 11$t$ned 1n en the- tt-bIl'lef1ng~ It 
met Li~Jt1t. (lad J1Il lSvms and h.la el"$W"" all oC Who::a st.art&d 
tell..i..ng atilid shQwin'i me wh¥, the ?p4:Y-a W'll.a the finest. plana' that 
ever d1d a patro:l job: S(fV'$-n fe-at longer t~~ the old P'MY, 
faster, more fIre powa'r_ the plane that 'tokyo Rose calleti the 
"fQut"-engi.ne f'lg...'liter d 

- and so all until. time to ch~1I'ek out .. 

H7' t''i.rst 1mpras~io:n ot the interIor of' the plane was that 
it yould b-e easier on lmr Oorre-sponoonts 1f' the gun turr-st were . 
B. little 1:d.gheJ" 0:1' s. :little saal1er, Ocr not &0 much in the 
miWUe .ere things.. La ter the: .?l.ene Cap tam. John ? esree., A'Nih...r.riI'1./ e , . 
asked m if I'd· lik& to climb into that same Wrl"st and h.aw a 
look at the sky;. Gtinn~r hur-1ee Walker •. APJi&S!c. helpod !:l& elirnb 
in - and ! began feeling a little more fi"1endly toward that 
bU'Tet~ But it. mu,s,t navEl re-Gl1t~d having a rookie roallng 
arourd with 1t. because & couple, of hours later I'm S'u-re it 
kicked me in the 'hael<-: and knooked .:?Ie out. - but t.o g-t t S all hearsay. 



--~ 
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It hs'£pe.lWd r!@t afts~ ....... , .;~ 

It happened right af'te:r _ came out o~ J...'lfSr. :t ~mber 
heaping Pllot '.Evans' te.lling eo-Pilot Ensign Kirby Lihd~ley' how 
tnnrly it. 1!rQ.a that e hadn't drmm 1lny f1r& !'l-Oi! the 1s1~, and 
1 ·wal.ked ou;.t or. the cockpit.. thinking aU the .fun wu over ~ 
e.. few r:dnutas .. s·tar-ted 1;'0 &~t. dcnm on tb...a 11ttl.e box whieh housed 
the. F1.I'·s~ A.1d Emar'gener G$ap and which. a.~SGJ acted. as m:s «sea.w 
or h ODGPli d'Ur'1ng the ride.. ~ust tMn th& ltavigat.ing O:f'f"l.eer 
(Ensign . Prank Gl'e~ne· - h& went d:.o1m wI th the ship-) am11ed aver 
1ft my dlreettlon.. L~ted bJ' !d.gn laD~ that they- wer& be­
ginning ' t'(t pDp at us; the rad1.oman {lames V;"li1"'f") be·gan to dGub1e 
up his: f1s .... I SUP-pO-58 be W&S go11'lS- to. s~ it. a.t t-Se Jape; 
but the. t gesture was nsver finished.. Suddanl:y the light.s 1lfe'nt; . 
ont for ~. 

I t"ound. GUt ~s 1;het the ?l.l.o~ hsA s~~d E!lT'"...sive 
mru;w.uvi1tri!h3,. 'WU a.t the top o.r a SOO-f'~t .l.es..p-t'ros and go1n.g 
down." _hen \Wt 'Were· hit;·. It. pN)bably knocked tho tail off"-our 
plane)' but we kept. r1.ght. O'a gl1d1ng d.eI'm. at th& 1'1!te of' 160 knGts.. 
At abcm.b BOO f'e&t· the P'11ot.· dlacove-red be had 1osi; el-eva~w con­
trol and eouldn J t pul.l out.. lie: did have tL.~: to: straighten oat 
the wings - 'end t'b.en we Mt. 

. !!ba bOW\C$ prooabl3' brake too pl&:ne in t:wo at ~, wulst 
(becau.s:e we never sa" tha.t part or the plane again}. but the 
bounce lmlst hsv:a saved same of 0'Ur lives.,. 

111e next t1.~ we h:1t;. the nose dug r-lght in and sta~d :iowa. 
What WlilS' lert or our- PMY-2 burst. into fl~s i!mileiiiate17. 

\I!(>.lt'lt .... in the lfat.er: 
. . 

All this .as told to' me by the other S'llrV'ivors. of eou:rrs9, 
1: knew natb:.ins ab011.t It at &11. 'that gmt t~-t:"et - at. 1e.s.st :r 
tblnk it must have b$en the turret" 'beeause, not~$1se eou.ld. 
have smacked J!a qu.1te so haPd on the "tal1-bQaeft - took :its 
~ng& and I was ·out- fo~ some little t~. 

How I $'ver got. to the, surrace- tbroush a 'b'l:l%':tdag plane,. 1'11 
M-ve~ kr!..ow. l'iJ' f1~st eO'nsclous momet'lt was when I heard the 
p1lDt, ss.y!.ng." ~aw. just relsx~ It 

Co-Pilot L!nds·ley told we later- that I bO'f$'\6&d ~ e few 
reef; mrsy t'r-om. the b'Ur'ning fllSels.ge. L1e'Ut IE Evans 1elled at me 
to ge.t awsy f'rol!l; the plane (,.,4 were still e-e;r~ plenf;J ot· 
bombs). But it hQdnf-t :roeg1stet-ed - . I was still Just OOlmclng 
there So flew t$et away f'rO!:tt the plane. ~en Jim Evans awam. ovel"~ 
srab-hed ne b¥ ~at \'las ler~ o~ · my night coveralls., dra&~d me 
away Treml the plmle, told ~ to relax. 
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Ji.nd t.hen thu1gs t.oegsn rsgfster1ng on '!$'J v-et"y clouded bnin. 
! was. still hEllp1.ess: .. nOW$'V$'r'f my 11.f'e- be~twoul.din.ft 'fnf'la~ 
(wottldntt have made anT d:1.tterenee because ther-a 'Was a big hole: 
in it anY-Bll. and 11.ro"J.ld have bee-l'l eoutent Just. to se:ttl$ dowa 
and r-O'r~6 t the cares of t..~ wor~d. 

mvana l"eturna t6 bUl'!11y nt.ar.tet . 

I reme.m'be-ro EVSll8 }"11l ll.ing a. t Lindsl.-e-y to. coma O\"'e~ gnd t.ake 
e:sre o.i" me ror Q few m:1l'm.t.iHJ; so I dut.1..fUlly put '!J!f e.rr.a: over the. 
Co-?11ct' a s..~oulder mile. th& ~11.ot ~ a.ti, .-; ~·nt bae:k t;owera 
f;hat burning plane;. loolt1ng top a 11te-rart. 

l£ir-&.clas at!ll.. rJil:l.ppen... Iie f'mmd one: 'ttod5l" a. lot or debris, 
dragged it o-ut" !.nrlat;ed i'. tba:p" g()U me· into it somehow' . ... snd 
then tbsy went l.ookiIlg i"or sur v 1 vcrs .. 

1'h1Fteen 0: t1.$ had started 0\1\ on that patrol Job. ~H.x_ of 
them. I ne~er s ·atr ogllin. In e. dPop or that, kind. l.t seemed i.m­
,possible that tm'1&f' us CQu:ld. h.e..v:e s~ved. But Ein.a.1l7 
thel"e were seven 0>1 us in that 1!.ttle .. halt-!n:flabed: 1.1!"e-raf't; 
wi tJ:l. one jungle-pack snd t VfQ !.md fa hal.!" paddle's... So.. \'!fa gt)t 
O:l.U'-selves ol"'ga.'11zad as well as' ti">.,e el~1.l!aStanoe:s permitted, and 
a te»t.ed paddl1r~ • 

•.•• • and started: naddl!.n,g: 

W1...l.G-'1"'e to paddl.e. was a ~-obl.em. - which 'Wa.s soon answered 
for us· by the Jap$. 

D.uFmg all tMsre.SiGnewerk,. we vere hlddan .trom t.,'\$ Ja.pe · 
by m&b _liB left Qr tn& burning plsn&. ,. But once we paddled ou't 
t'roaoehlnd t'b:$ plans' and got into new of the lap's t-mt poa1t1ems. 
t¥X ~gan . tirly fiii.t US,. ~et t.old us which. we.,- not to gO'. 

A 'lew m1mtt&s bef'or=a we had noted a couple or boats. paddlmg 
GUt cmr U'J t'Pom tb$ oppoe.1ta sb.ore~ #\8 &.0.0:1 as the, .rap be-gaa. 
.N.r!ll4f# those boats beat It. r1ghti back to th$ sbar'€.t: - . end that· 

. tGld us tha who1& stiGry.. ~Q&e Wel"'6 fr1end:l:r Ch!neSce. ~ 
to come ou.t and rescue us; ruh thsy- e.·o.uld never' heve ma.da it m 
the. t'aoe off ~bat Jep,f!la:S36 shelling. Sa the., wen~ back t-o the 
sho-r-e. 1ni.lted .. ho~1:n.g that. "$ e,on1.d ~ it to. tll2ea. 

~t WaS. the tauzbesu Job aevezt l'lla11 E'fVer had... Row~. 
paddlad for that ahare.. '.frla two =en whO' sNmed 1n the he-st eon-" 
titian tP'Ok t:.~ two. wb::ale paddlEU! •. a third ~ used th& aaJ.t. 
paddla: the rest or us ~ed our ~.....slf; We ~ent ~l:md in. alrelea 
rc.r fiji whl1&. final.ly. got. tha l"afb s.t<ra5.gbtened out, M .d put: 
ever:r aGe$; · or an&'-l"'g into getting t.O' that shot-e in tt'liEt rastsat;. 
pQe~i'bl$ ti~. _ st.aply oeuldn t t have moved tester .. ' 



--

~ S& S8W th.. .. EHt motor ooab • . c~ing ou:t t<hr"'...rd US fram: 
the J~p. s1de~r t he Shat"'&l1ne - and \7& moved. taseer. an~.,.. 

Ch:~e .Flshermea balD'=! G . . . 

BJ' the t1~' we- gat. to tt~ ~endl:y' shGr&" we wet-a really 
·pooped~1J eil1.Dea-e .r18h~n 1iJ-ere yel.l..tn.g a.~ us to hurr.r, ~ed 
out int.o the water· t ;Q. he.ll) us; # :al>bed us 'by tt~ ~ and Ql.mos~ 
drtigged us a.ahore. 

Bull we f'otmd we- W&l"e not IiUihQr'e at- &1.1..... We were s!np.l7 on 
a Ed shoal that had: been f"aF'mf.Jd bi the ~-OW' tide. '?he CP..!nese 
bsde~ted their boate a:c:N):Ss that. s:..~l. to o~ water - !ibou~ 
ha1.t a mUe ~ - a-"l!1 we h&d to make 1. t to' tho'se l::'-3a tll. 

IY Bo~b0d7 t~11$ :You 5. t · *8 ir.:ip'QSS !bls ~o· !"m1 through 'm't1d 
~hatts knee-d&ep~. te·ll them they don't knG1f what. theY're talking 
e!>out. Because we dId it. !hose. lap m.o-tGl.'* boats \19'1"'$ getting 
too dal!:aned cbS's rar comf'or-"t. v::e.f-d r:m a revt st.eps, rall doen 
exh.a~bod.; the Ch1ne.aa -'aul.d hel.p us t.Q auF teet · Wld we td run -
af"~ shape mope. tall r~-dGl'f{l$'&.rd into the mud., the fishermen 
__ 't .A nl: .... "" """ito: .1!i~ Q~ • . - .. ,: . 
... vu..tou, J:i' ... ~ ~ "".to<" ""'"'O-...u.~ 

God tCnoilfS hn \$IS ever- g-ot to those boats Ii 'b~t ite don! t. 

~~ !"1snermelt d1dnt t bJ;we. to te.l~ us bo hl.de 1n t'he botta. 
o~ · those s~'"tparlSJ _ .8!:mply 1'"&1.1 1n. eQ,.:npl&t~lY e:x:heuated. Thtr.! 
fishermen go-h tlS 1.~ in. t;wQ to a b()an. piled t'lshing 'baskets 
over Us· to hid-e u .. s" and thB7st~d paddl.1ng and punting l.1k& 
1'1G one ever paddJ.e~ or' pmlmd be.£oX'!e .• 

1'hen Ii. cau:ple of Zap pl&ne'$ e~ ~ ~oold.ng for us., So 
the f'lsbermen paddled' ~be1:r- sampans tnt-a some eaves. waIted untiL 
th$ Ad.s.lt.s bad ps.s&Cd ovaP'; then. Ol'l$ by one. the e&mperul tOGk off' 
~.as tha.t l.onely, expO$ed stretcb ot l'/S.te~. . 

!Be had t;o make -the shore.. Japs Ci!r' no Japs '. So- we CiPOuehed 
ur...de.r elam-baske:ts \While OU? Oh1ne-se fr1Emds ou.:tdld any HS!:l"vard 
:CNW getting aorOSll th~tt open bat_ 

OMne-se fiah,tng V111aet 

Lindsley snd I were together in 0_ sampan. S-~ v13 h.it the 
shore tGgether - md rul·t a soul. was in s1gh.t e.xee:pt ()'!lrselves. -
and were. we a stsJit'tt _ e.o¥eral.ls: W'e:t"a Juat h~1n.g on me hT 
the gractt of an$ shoulder and :it J!ppe.~. Ens1.p Lincil.e" had. 
go;t.. into 5011& 011 same1llhe'Pe along: the ' liM and looked l1ka a 
n.1gh't-t1ght&r ·- eV'tln the nsbe~ took time out to laug..'" at us. 
~n thaT hustled us· along anti intG a. 11 t t1e €r£l.i11an t'ishtng 
vl11aSJ:) whiCh pt'"'Obahly- apl?~ars. on no m&p " .f" Chbla .. but- .bsars 
the r~ of Ch."al1 TOll Silt (s:t least that. was as close 'as otfP 
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~& ftS:t tbr:Q;l~ the· village- to, Q. S f;Qme h.o.u~e .. . _~ Ets.i1!ed tG 
step ia .. · , T'ners wa met the NS·:; Gf ,!)up p~ • ... 'f.hey h&d. a!"1"1ved 
first. and W1"'9 wait.1ns f'or us. ' 

· ''l'hel kn,e:1fve, were rriends~ • .., ..... t' 

~ Up to this . time", not a word or a ges-ture had :p2.S'.eed be~G.tt 
ea-.,. o-f" us ·and the Ob.1J:=sa fS:shermen who had l"8seued 1;l!,S' <f-, ~. 
knew ti~ , :ware Amer1eans. · 1'lh.&)" mew _ were f'r'!.t!mds and al.lleQ'., . 
~ l"'iSked the!%*' U'fas: 111 saving us ", . 110 quee:t1ons fiske-tot. = 
t-enrd wanted .. - au~: attar tbez1 knew' _ were sd'e; a.ft-er- tea i.tnd 
eek.es h:a4 b$en aerved.; t2aen the 1thollit vUl.age Gr011ded l.ttto that 
~ .~ :stare at us.' ~-w1masse& be:gau breade&st1~, in; ve..-y 
l~:i Oh.1taule ... · and · with plen~ o"r gaatFur-e:s, 'thetr v~raion of how 
~: had been s.hot- dowa by, Jap ' aek-ee:k. hOW i"'lEsUY 'ilt$ loolatd trying 
to· rtm" &C.r.os.s tit'.at mz:m-t'la 1;.. bow 'We had: bee-n S:lO thered und:e~ 
~al la~$ c;t .flsh.L"lg hrulIke·t-a. :Ph~ th.e story tel.J..&r'S began 
d.1sagroe&in~ on the debal1sl it ~t. ha~ be-tm about. the no1a1e.st 
Naeu p.e;rty that e,.a~ hawenad .. 

, .. !ben' a11dd$:-l...l.y· all the noi.se and t:he: t.a~g s~I!' e.s if 
'b¥ -!l!Qgl0~ . We· e.au1dn't bttat- 1i~. but theT did. ~S& J'q Adams . 
,~QVe-~~d~· Somewhere" a couple or bambiJ. were, drocPped#l 
bU~ nGi:. 1ri our: .• 1e:hdt,'.... !!he A~ new svay finall.,.»" and we· 
a1~ br8a~ aasi&.r &ga~~ . 

1'han 1!P'. : H'u.mg appeared an th-e se&no.. Ita .spoke en.ougtl . 
mngU.eh so that hEt oould tell u.s a1.1 about it. 9ut he tte-'ft:r did 
tell u$ -'0. be was .. , Be was juS't a trCb.1n6&& bus·~s$ IiUUl .. # Ii:& 
just, 'happened to be vls'lting 1n the vill.. It .a.s "N17 f'~tu­
!law that h$~, ."liS there,;. be~m1s& M mew e~tll \Jf".,.e,l"b. to gO ~, 
what: to d$'iit 

.,.;r,.;,.... ~~: . V."'i;: "'. ,.~" x., '~!I ,t o . . 

lmagfne: our gasp.s of ~ed deltght men be told Wi, that 
there ~ Q United States 5a.41 Station lust;. 80 11 (.a.b'.out , 27' . 
mll.sa} a1f8.7., Ii; tfQul.~ be ~ugh. going. eonstdef'1."lg our conditions. 
but n. ~ld take tiS' llhfrre wi th.1n less. than t'f1Q dt4j"S. .' 

iha1; Vi2.S the hapPi.$$.t nC'$'s· we; ever hes.rCI. .iie?e we had ooen 
abDt down l.es·s t...'loulD. a !dIe f'r'e a. J8.'pg&n'lson .. '1f& ' h&d beetll 
s.b:811ed (aad g,ome of' tbo-se sbal.l.s e&~ very elose), iie bad been 
chaaed ~ ao'tOt" boat.s end sear:ched for by. crap pl$.Das less, tban 
twc b.Q:'~ ago .... ami he-t>& was a mnn tailing u.s t..~e:t we 'were witl:-&n 
a rev h3urs o£ &&tat,. 4!: ' 
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Wf waid batter be ~v1ng out of that village_ 
. . mtght hav.e spotted us aDO: th$y lr':1.g..'f1t. de·c1de 

bombing th.e vl1laga. So, l'le'd'. better .get O'tlt"s:elv-es 
r~ soma .ro"!"'e&d marching. 

Chine.s. hos.p:i ta11trt 

~. t1t":at . M.lr- was ea.s1~ bu.t w~:U"l7"ing.. We, e.11abed into 
=aa.ll J~ks,. sailed al.Oll6 within a T>!i.j1 ElF o~ that J'ap-held C{)t:iist­
~!ne-p, .soi; -cI'..:lt aOQut a.n. hour le.tel"", walked about four mil.e.s .# 
w;re re-e~l ~d as ne:!"Oes by . the t.own e.1:"!i!!T ~ bedded d.own for theJ 
n ... ght a.f'tel'" a sl1el~ C'h1nese- ~lat.. From. some:'mere,' a Chiftese. 
doet~ appesred .. dl"-essed the ~ or R841~ W~ ''fIbo. had .. 
lit. bad sh.oul.del*' W$una. We l'e&olved then am tb4re- ~t ' !i :.!m' ' ~·.ml8: 
ever &aId ~ u:ro.pt.!1l'T about a Ch1n~ nthb ,~, ¥J~~~ .. 
th~f E! pe. (me. Mll'U:va. ~ than and- tbB're, .. · ,Qw.- ' om. _.~I:' 
e~uldn,·t . b:.ve taken bat:te~ e&r'e' of U$;, ~. " . -. 
pe·op.le WM ·met 'WI.: ted w.·. e·ln+'~ .tts.~. st!~m~ 
tba.t, - c,Quld h~: ,~~ .. ~~< ··~7·~.··~. a~~;~;;~~:i~~~ 
;md. ge ~r.· hmabl~ .~tti.·~-tf.~.,~ · .. ' . , 

!~Ii:~~~:':'··~i?-::·.j::::: rtf· ~'::a·~·~'·;:· b· ~·'>l~~'i·~~111 
_wel. ~erstand!.ng# _ s;~.t!!~&$ed: , 
th~t.s. sad. pl-&n".!ng o.~ 41!i~~. . 
raaeh!ng KUBlrIJrG. that t!:hese..- ~g:in~l.e- bSert (H;~M,-
onted several ~tb.3 berare by a U.S. NaV7 tieut.ene.n:t who had 
tr·e.vslled ~30u.gh t h.is ENS in t.h& l.atareatao.f' arrs.ng1ng t;b&, 
aseape an~ evasion of downed All~ed pl1ats.) 

ff" ••••• W& e--ouldn't t: ~..a!ve got $'aT :froza. thos.e- ~C8b.1I ..... , •. .:.~ 

~ was be tt.er tha.n. h is: pra-:n:i4e ~ n.e ~ld: us . that tte . 
wG'.J.ld be w-1th the. B.aVJ' within 48 hours.., Aetm.~llT~ we 1St. t.he .: 
llavy wi t..'rl.n 24 hour"$. B.os 'n' s kte 'iuckiW W1i$ en. l.~ ~~~ 
us. 'rna. :!avy su t10n !\t· LtmGEI had a~ad7 h&1U-d a~t;eupi": 
uaupected visit .. man were a.lready out over- aveT7 ~1bl.e: '~ 
lQG.kL~g rQt!' us. AQAS man were doing the $~ thl-n5~ ~ 
roads and 1"'1 vers - va got. Sl'rnT f'rom 1;he Jape. all. 1.'1gll-t:. bd we­
oauld:n't have got &~y i'~l)m those- il.mar1~an8 mo 'we-reo out l.ooking 
'ror- us tr we had triad.. 50t that \M- trls-d,. . . . 

When we sav Tueker # sving lUang wi th Ei 'fO'm:f-6US OV$~ .. 
an:e s1"..ou1der end 11 bag of 1.rQn rations G-re.r t.he ethel'" - well .. 
you can talk about. a. ss110%'" s we1eo_:J 1:l't1:t you haven.t s-een. 
any·th1n;g. 

fue.t n.i~t we .sle.pt 1n re·aJ., saeks ... ate Amar1c·tL'l foed~ 
snaked Amer1ean elgarettes, 11,Ster..ed to ..\;:re:r1e.an aerviee .. n 
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swapping 'tr.i61r ex:perie.neas for aura - hoy ... 1t was hea~n. 

We did a lot at wf!.lking end bitch ing, j6'e'p' ·and plsne riding 
after that bstOf'8 " get baekto KUIilfrNG wbere we c·pula r'eally. 
rest,. aod dralf a ~1ete outfit of' new ttl elot~s... But. ~ 
thatt itts all. ovar. I think we ought to get something Qn the 
reeGrd for the banet! t or the rest or you who mal' ba dropptrtg in 
o.n China ~ted).7. 

And too t"1nt E4'1d ~os t lmportlU'lt thL'tlg we lV'ant t,o. say is 
thia,trust the ChinfHu~., ~.e's youP frl~.d Qnd h&tll taka. cf4, 
or· '1-ou. He i, S 'tour al1.7 Inth.19 war and 'f~ neVfl' t>~ a mGN 
1oyal. one. He'll .hide you, .he·'ll .reed you. el.otb.e you •. cara tCfJ!t 
you" g:et you beok to yaar Q.'\m people. You may have a t-~d. time 
tmdar.stand!n.§ h1.s at .first - but kee~ 10".n" &eue of" ~r and 
use tha ·sign l ·a .... l.gu&-gfI · and over1.ook his quae!"' litt.le Wf1.7S .. , 
Rema1'ltber thAt you1re a pPe.t1;y queer-~oalt:1ng duel! 'to- h~ .. teo .• 

And as a Wa:rCor~sp~t;,. r::.h h~ no ~a-$ at.--~l golmf 
thl'"Q~gh i1-n experience l1b1.eh . C6l'l' \;: be. t-al.ked &bout- 'aT' wt~!.t:bEJ!'1.. .' 
about, exeeyt 1.n s.eC7:"et. j-Q-l.U"D~ls_ - I wan"t to· :s'~Nes lr!:i .pe~., . 
adm1ratd.on !,'ar lots 01" thingS,; . ror th$- w.aT" ·the:·s~v:Etrs ,C4 
LIe,ttt· .. Ev:att,S' e1".6. hasdl:ad~ tb~_,~l~6-i:t in .A. t~Cf. g;f' :.z.~al:. dangtn·J 
the way the lhl"'iJ' h:ll.5 ~1~.il.t-~ s.~ o-raGb~·!·eOO$t- iltesCW!l ' 
ServIce that ~s 1t 99 ehs:n~s' o~ - cd.~ l..OOt'bid;. U ynu drOp· m 
on China un.e:ltpeotedly .. yOU'll De- taken eare. ar. b~ht. b&ek . t~ . 
e1.vi11zat1on.t - Wtrf, the']' ~ke Q. drop that 100k;s 1:!kE)- ~~t:edna'( 
t-urn out to be one of: the £'1nast. vac·at1oos- 7-att;'ve ~~ h&-a..-

• ~t<.'0A' ". ~~ ~: ".'-', ~: ,. . ~ , _ ; ~ ; -: ~,~.~:;~;~; 

~U"a_ (=F~F~ =l=~;h:,-!!t't;.. ;::~~4,:;;/~t 
~!,~~.;~<) a~i~~ -=::r'~~~~~~;~J -;;~;:.~i;~ 
ths-t ~ ~tte :n$ . • ~h t~vlt!g' _( t.~ :me • . atl,' :L~'. ~~ " .-~!? !l"];,~;~~~:; ' .. :' .. :?if: 
the I1n& all' ~ 1FtlJ"up to ·x·mmnm-.. ;· ~·~VJ' .. ~.tH;;~·~", ..... . <." 
done a j~ that no o~r. ou1iflu '"1n the ~l.d eOUld bs.:.·' d~.:· 

Yes I owe a Lot- ... tne1'1tdJ-n-g ~ 1.1-nJ:-to. tbe: ~~ . ~ . 
if' there'; L..-iy ~"'i! can ~epay ' It ~ well . the: .Taps: btlV-$.: ' m$~ 
me tw~ and. I gu-e$Bi I'l.l be al-otmd f'Or- a whIle: 1~. wait!..ng 
\.0 rep1i:7 fa Vtn"S,... 

~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ -. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. ~ ~ ~ ~, ~ ~ ~. ~ .... .--: - - "...: -. - .... 

~el1 Dope - Jim ~S:: 
F 
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;~~. 'fa 1na·~~~ .tbe e~ .. Gf' flhi:J ~~ .. 1tt 
.. lHag ~. ~ .~ af ta:a ~s~ or -c.-aag to- in ·~ 

.~., ,Dd of! ~tt-i~ pt-al,:, lnt,Q Gb.1.n$sa b:stW~.,..O&&· r:aet 1# 
'e.~r!fa· ~o s~U· ~ s~1e.a,. ao-pll.Cit. err" ,~,ra ~d 'ra~...g4"1:" 
!e:l.l." 1.!& 1a"ay1~ . in tb.elfOrde at aM o:t ~. ~.~4. 1.~ ·hl.> 
sq. ~"t. th~ G1U' pUot.. 31m a~~, g ,a t4 • .-~ 
., ~e i~d 1';1"<1..:."g. l!e: ·.·t.o~lt OV$·r f t"~ t;..~. ~t. "" }oj.t 
tb,O. ~ U!itl1 W$ _~ 'ti"hG 1G"W7 ~~ he ~all7' tG* oare of' the 
1.0:1 01' tus~ I ~u 7Ot1"d. etdl. hls ,m.-ct.1Gna tb.e.t aq" .~~.f. : 
wha~!" the7 WQ~. 11i·s dL~ ~ ~t_ all~· ~ 1:!ve&t 
gre:t'ty lMlch H Me (t'll1ck-~~ and ca:01~..ae;nJ.'' 

1.1eu". (J;g)$~s .. l':t-v~ ~~ l.,!r,::s,elf t~ be a:l1 ,.tt thatt 
~ .1n k...~ ... }'9-4&. esd h~ ~et was t?ul!, ft cred1,~ t.o t.he 
VUt04 s.t~te. 'Ia'Rl. S~~l_. 
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December 4,2007 

TALMADGE L. NARRON 
11925-1976) 

wharrison@narronholdford.com 

RE: Wilson County World War II Project 

Dear John: 

Here is another story for your compilation of World War n history related to Wilson. Once again, the 
individual involved in World War II was not from Wilson, but his daughter lives in Lucama now and works 
in our office. Jim Evans is a retired Navy pilot who is also a retired periodontist in High Point, North 
Carolina whose daughter, Laura Evans Scurry, lives in Lucama and his granddaughter, Lauren, is currently a 
student at Hunt High School. 

I think you will enjoy the story that I have attached and I hope that you will be able to make it a part 
of your compilation of stories. This incident was witnessed by a war correspondent and consequently was 
written by someone who knew how to write an entertaining story. 

I hope everything is going well for you and that the project is well under way for some publication. I 
hope that this has made it in time to be a part of it Our Word Processing secretary, Susan Wiggs, has 
indicated that if you need some help typing anything for your project, she would be willing to volunteer. If 
you have any interest in that, just give us a call. 

RWHjrlsbw 
Enclosures 
Cc: Mrs. Betty McCain 

W;\RWH\HACKNEY,JOHN,LETIER.DOC 

Sincerely, 

R. Woody Harri n, Jr. 
Commander, U .. Navy Reserve, Retired 
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