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JOE!i A D .. .Y 

31 353 187 Private f'irst Class CO •. I}Jan.v C 12th lATB 56th IATR IARTC 

Army of tlf~ lIbdteb 8t.utell 
, 

eJ ~ ~ rg;~Ffonz a ~ 
kJ4~ ~ a ~~ {7~ ~ ~~. 
g~~~eJ~d04a~~1/~ 
-and f#a#~{7eptth ~ aJ ~. 

f?J~ a/ 14731; SctJ 

!!lJ~ as-lUI 1945 

~-.---

_ Ja1'£~ ~~-- _. 
W.J..TER 16:. STOtn' 
COl.(lNEL J MEDICAL CORPS 
COlruAND ING 

, ' 

./ 
./ 

.. {-':. '. ~ ,.: ,-



!2 

__ ... ______ • ____ ........... I"""'\,'~"" "'-=-.-u~ I L..Ir ;::J~rl-\.f"'llltl-"\ a aUN 

HONORABLE DISCHARGE 

I. LAIT HAMI: - F.8IT NAMI: - III DOLI INITIAL Z. ARMY' .[RIAL NO. 3. GRACE I ~~. SERVICE ,I. ~~~ONUT 
Regional Hospital 

31 353 187 
---~ ---

ptc DB.l __ John .'-1. 
I . ORGANIZATION 

I
I eo PLACE 

~C~o.m=r~---=.C~1~2::..::t=h,--,L='=i.T=B,---!::5_6=-t...::.h=-=~~· '1~·' R-=-=:r;.::..c."illTC~,--,-_,-2-=:5_Mu[-L.'· ~::.....5 ___ .CHPp 

OF S£PARA nON 7. DATE 0' S£P.l1tA TION 

eo ,I.RMAMENT .lDD.£" rOR MAILING PURPOSIS 
~he11L Mississippi 

11. LAC.E OF IJJlTK 1'0. DUE or .'RTN 

1-=U-..B-...".,.,...,"--" ....... ...>Oo"'------"'4.~"':_ ................ "-------- - ~b 2Q- . Bos to=n~-""M""a=ss=---...,_--___f 
13 . COLOR EYES , .. . COLOR HAIR t5. HEIGHT " • • WEiGHT 1'17. JlO . DEPt:HD. 

I Blue I Brown 6 1 180 ..!-'~.'=-' -'--~~_-I 
u.s. CITIZEN ! 21. CIVILIAN OC CUPATION ",.0 NO, 

-'- NO . 
Truck Uri ver Li t 7-36.260 

M.ILITARY HISTORY 

2.2. . DATE 0' INDUC.TION 23. DATE 0' [HUST.ENT 124. D"TI:OrENTlYINTOACTfHSlUIC;1 / 2S' PLACE OF ENTRY iNTO SERVI C E 

23 Apr 43 _ _ _ .. . __ .. !2.l~~_ _ ~t.O..IL_~S __ __ _ 
5ELECTIV[ ....... / 211' ":G l nI,U:~1 27'LOCAl S S 80"IONO . 2 • • COUNTY AND STAT.E 121. HOME ADDRtSS AT TIME Of ENTRY IN10 S E RVI C E 

SERVICE ., YCS I HO 

OAT~ _ _ __ _ U . ~_~ __ ~ IlTnn ~ ' R.!'lS Sl;e L 
30 . MIL.ITARY OCCUPATJON4l SPECIALTY AND N O. ~ dO / 31. "L"~::el'IC. A T~"~ DAll. _I_,_·_.e_ .• '_n_' !_" ~'Y:O:' :' Ji' L H Lm.] : "J,i:,;;,., :,, ;:,;';',.. J." ..... : ""s.-.~ 
. __ jQ,.litary .E9lic~!¥W 677 ~. 
32 , B"TTL£S AND CAMPAIGNS 

3 ~ . DECORATIONS AND t.JTATlON S 

. l~one 
- --- ----._---

34 . WOUN DS RECEIVED IN ACTION 

. _ -.None. - . ... L~!.!.ST_ 'MMUNIZ"''1'IO.N 

T E:. TANU S 

. 36 51: RV.!£!.....OU TilDE CONTIN _f'!.!,.A L_ ~ ,~s , ,. AN D RE TU r. N DATES 

I OT HE"R- IsT'ocil / )--- - . _. A l SMA llPO X I T YP» O ID ..,J F D E PART URE D£S IINATfON :1!\ 1 t. v J. AIW ,\I:·l 

I 10 JWl 431 6 Jun 44 ,6 Jun 44 
37 . 1' O T,6,L L[NGTH OF SERV IC E 

CONTINENTAL 5ERVICI: I - ~- FOREIGN SERVICE 

Y.F. 13 Feb 45. l 
.TyphWl 28 Oct .~ 
3., HIGHEST GR'ADE }tELD . 

Y2RS INolT HS DAYS ' 'I' YE-~i~o I N ~ NTH S IOAYS- '--

I _3 --==ne=----''-------'-___ ....... PA.-f'''''-c __ _ 
3 9 , PRI O R S E RVICE 

"0, REASON AND " "THO RllY r OR ~E PA R ATIOH 

None 

- - --- -----

_Ce~ti~c~t~ .~-Djs4bjlj~ for Djscbarge Seciiwti-l_ hE bl5.361 
AI S£ R\ I .. r J . ~ r. r ...... S AT T ENC ED 

1.one 

~ \.f , u" f . 7 ~'II I'rtl l 

... • I~. O ~ IH~U"A", r . 

PAY D AT A 

•• , _ _ " U S ! a. ~ H ," Out 

' H. T"L 

!s2W 

"..t. \'~ 
( -flU ,.EC'TldNS aUBUlV1S1(}:N'. v ICTJ:HASS ADll.lNl&TJLA 1 'rOH . 

so, (tt.utiv. O.te o( Allet=- - - 52 . --
...... t Ohco"t lnu.nc. 

Lapel button i~SUed 
1-10 t..iDe loi t Under 

Capta.in, 'fAe 

ThlS form SU po/ . tJ ti ... e l l p leVJOUS e du ;o "u 0 1 
WD AG O Forms .. ~ 1 and 5~ for en/ls /eLi P&, 1iU flS 
entJt/c./ to on /{oncrcbJ. Di.charge wh zch 
will not b. u:Jed niter receipt of thij r ", vJSJon. 

None 

A2 , [ OUC.1I ,'" ( ) ' t,.' 1!"3,i 
(. r ammar ll' eh q . t;. , , ; ' -' H .l,q;", 

8 2 0 

WA,a.UN·C,'OS 2'. D. C. 
53 . INTENTION OF V E T l:"~ H TO 

f" flJ i unU'';-- I c'·(\b llnu., UIl! 1·, .... " I) ; 

I. 

• 

1 

, . '!" , ••. ~ " . 





ftom ,.:. 

" ~bt ~rm~r ' of tbe mniteb ~tattS 
),OR'M C.AROLINA ,. " 
.~Ol'{ Cotr"!ITY ' . 

. ,( F~U~D FOR REGISTRATION 

fA,! d:,ltJ C'( 'if">~ t.P.M.~.DA Y OF 

~ l:4.A~!D RECORDED 

~..r.:20\1r~~ . 
• )1 . GIST¥OOF~f~OM IT MAY CONCERN: 

~D 

PAGE 79 

~i~ is to «:tttifp, That * ____ _ PAUL C. DARDEN..-JR ...... ______ _ 

THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES, as a TEsTIMONIAL OF HONEST 

AND FAI1HFUL SERVICE. is hereby HONORABLY DISQ-fARGED from . the 
• l" 

military service of the UNITED STATES by reason oft Conv of Govt (-Sec X, 

-AR. 612~QQ1 __ ~Q ___ ~~_9_~.P..t __ ~l?E!L~I].~_.?1ctive duty as 2d Lt. A.U .S. 

Said ________________________________________ ~A'Ql. ___ C !-_l?.:ARDEN ~ • __ . ___ . ____ was born 

in _____ l.remQn~ _________________ !._ __ , in the State of ______ 1!o~th Caro+ina 

When enlisted he was ___ ~~ __ years of age and by occupation a _CJ: e.r~ _______ _ 

He had Grey __________ eyes, _____ ~rown ____ hair, _no_Ruddy _ complexion. and 

5 f ' 10 . h . h'gh was __ ~_. eet _____________ me es m el t. 

Given under my hand at _______ ,... _______ c..e.m];) ___ J.,_~~_,---Vjrginia this 

a\h day of ~I" • one thousand nine hundred and forty-two 

-~ ~ _ ( ;t;z;;';r5 ~ 

See AR 3(5-470. 

KARL B. BOWERS 
Lt. Col. Q,.M.C. 

Commanding. 

"Insert name; as, "lohn 1. Doe." . 

1 Insert Army serial number, grade, company, regiment, or arm Of 86fVice; &s " 1620302"; "Oorporal, Oompany },., lStlntantry" ; "Berieant, Quartermaster Oorps." 
U dlScharged priorlo expiration of service, c1ve nnmber, date, and somoe of order or fall description of authOrity therefor. • . '. • i~lOIIG5" 

W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 55 
Aprl).30, l9U. 

- ----------



PAGE>SO 
ENL I STED -.RECORD " 

. OF 

__ DJ~._.r_Q.JU1.J_~J::_. _____________ .l.'_~1!1.~~ ___________________ Q~ ________________ , ___ 3A_+JJ~2Q2 _______ , _______ QR1!_!____ _ 
(Lest name) (First nBllle) (Middle initial) (Army ~o.) h f rade) 
~ __ inducled,l ___ J'uly __ 2L _____ __ ____ , 19_..41., at ___ Jr_9_.t~_J~~~MI _____ 9..J::~ ____ Q~};'gJ ___ Il~ __________ _ 

Compleled _________ 1: ____________ years, _________ ~ ____________ months, ______ ___ 3 __________ ___ days seroice for longevity pay. 

Prior service: 2 _________________ N9..!!_I? __ : ___ ____ ___________________________________ __ ___ __________________________________________________ _ 
, 

Office of the Finance Officer ----------------------------------------------------------------- ~--.: --------------------------------------Cam is -1;ee;--va:-; -----------------

~~~~~~~~~~~=~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--------------------------~i~~l~=~~-;lt!~~ii;;-~~~~~~·~~ 
---m_tm!t~~"f;l-L&mltm Ofntr.m-t\1-.~eht~,~~.-.. -------~);-!-!$--M!f¥'r --$~--::==?.---fi::;£?:~:::---.::.=:- ­
___ .ffm.JJ_liiEiEFi!r._.l$1!;!tt'm~~tlitI.j\I~_fMI'il-M~~'~i~-------- -- ------~~~L:.EI: -~~--Tk~:wRJ--M&hfi1B----

All etI,\,Am 03 !;t-\:~1.rCC ~ ~ t'i! UJ~En fI 7~ll!i ~f '~i :U~~~\.~~~~ ~U~ Fi nRI (c ·" Offi ce r 
----J!STlmtTl;rlIF-r9;x.-A~-~E;\i.tJj11tn-tkAt-.tftitQiti- ft1i-fiHd.-1i---------------------------------------~----- - -------- -- -----

----WIllIli-~..sE~AWlOlLI-P£It -m -ISSII!l---= ~----- --- ---- ----~ ------- --------- --- --~ ------------------- -----------------------------------
Noncommissioned officer: _______ ____ S_ e_r g~M ~ __ 5 Lll4--?---___________________________________________________________________ _ 
Qualification in arms: 3 ___________ Ng_1! ___ gm.~_~_J:.Q!L __ 'l~J~l_J_fJ_9..~~j,9~L ______________________________________________ _ 

Horsemanship: _NQ!!_JI].gJJJ]._1!_~_Q._______ Army specialty: _____________ Q~~~_K ____ _____________ __ ___ ~ ______________________ _ 
Allendance at: ______ ~_~~!~_E!£ __ Q_~~_~_~_?:~~~ __ ~_~~!?!?_~_! ___ ~~~!:_~_~!:~_~_~_~_~_~ ___ ~~!:J?~_'_ __ g}__~_~_~ _____ ~~_. __ 8 

(Name ot noncommissioned otficecs' or special service school) 
Battles, engagements, skirmishes, expeditions: ________ NQJJ.JL __________________________________________________________________ _ _ 

Decorations, service medals citations: __ ______ ____ ______ N.QJJ& __________________________________ _____ _________ ________________ -___ _ 

Wounds received in service: _______________________________ N.QJJ.JL __________________________ _______ c _________________________________ _ 

Dale and result of smallpox vaccination: 4 ______ 7jggL!tJ. ___ ~_~~~J:~ __ ~g_~ ___ ~g_~_~~ _____ __________ ______ _______ ___ ____ _ 

Date of completion of all typhoitl.paralyphoid vaccinations: 4 ____ .8!5iJ.-l ___ C_omple.ted _____________________________ _ 

Date and result of diphtheria immunity test (Schick): 4 - -- --¥~f-l:§~X~~ver---l-Ztl:8t41--------------------------
Date of other vaccinations (specify vaccine used}r~_~_~g~_~ ___ 'r..Q~Qj,g. __ .Q.Q~Jl-:I-_~_t._~~ __ 21g.214J _________ ---------

~::.~:c:::tiO_~~~:~~~::-::::::---~~ri~-:-~in~le: -::::-~-j,~~~:~::::::::::: 
Remarks: 6 ____ _ ~~~~J.~~ ___ ~~ __ g~_~ ___ ~_~~_~_~J.:~S! __ ~~ ___ ~_I;_~Y.~J:- -:2~X_! ____ JiC? ___ ~~~ __ J:~_l? __ ~!:1_~~~ ______ _ _ 

____ kY!.. J.9_Z ~ _____ ~J:~ ~ _~ ___ ~X'p_~ __ ~~~ ~~ ______________________________________ --_ ----------------------------------------- -----------

Commanding ____________________________ _ 

of induction oo.ly in case of trainee inducted under Selective TraIning and Service Act, 1940 (Bull. No. 25, W. D., 1940); in !ill other csses enter date of 

each enlistment give company, rertiment, or arm or service, with Inclusive dates ot service;. grade, cause of d.Isoharge, number of dayB lost under A W 107 (if 
nODe, 80 state), and nnmber ot days retamed and cause ot retention in service tor convenience ot the I..tOvernment, 1t any . 

• Give date ot Qual!1lcation, and number, date, and source ot order 8IlDounc!ng same. 
t See paragraph 6 AR .o-21~. 
I Enter periods or active duty of enlisted men of the Regular Army Reserve and the ED1lsted Reserve Corps and dates ot induotlon into Federal Service in the cases 

of membets of the National Guard. 1&-105e5 u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
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".'.(1 I" SEPARATION QUALIFicATION RECORD 

SA VB TIilS FORM. IT WILL Nor BE REPLACED IF LOST 

This record of job Ulign~tI'.and special ttai~ing received in the ArmY 'is fuinishe~ to ~e soldier v.:hen h«; l~ves the ~v~~ • . In ita l'repara­
Cion, information"is u.lcen from available Army records and supplemented by personal Interview. The mformatloo about cn,l1l&O education &Od 
work experience is based 00 the individual's own statements. The veteran may present .. this d~ument to former employers, prospective employer., 
representatives of .::hoob or colleges, or ·use .it in &Oy other Wily that may prove bene6cal to him. • • , . _. . . 

I. LAST NAME_IRST NAM.E-MIDOLE INITIAL 

DARDEN , PAUL C. JR. 
4. SOCIAL SECURITY No. 

242-14-6512 
50 ~~Ap;jEI!IT MAILING ADDRESS (SIrHl. COl" COVill,. SIGle) 

110 .c' ark Avenue; W.ils on 
Wilson, No~th Carolina 

.. DATE OF ENTRY INTO J 7. DATE OF SEPARATION B. D.\TE OF BIRTH 
ACTIVE SEltVICE ' " 

. 25 $ep 194 8 Dec 1945 2 July 1917 
• • PLACE OF SEPARATION 

Separa ti-on B'ase' 
Seymour Johnson F ield , N.C. 

MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS 

10. MONTHS II. GRADE 12. MILITARY OCCUPI'TIONAL SPECIALTY. 

9 2nd L 

12 1st L 

1 .. Is t . L 

51st L 

Pilot B-24 (1092'~ . 
"," .' 

1( . .... 

.Pilot SE . (1054) 

Pilot Twin Engine 
(1051 ) 

- ":":-.. 

SUMMARY OF MILITARY OCCUPATIONS 

II. TITLE-oESCRII"I'ION-RELATED CIVILIAN OCCUPATION 

TRAINING OFFICER Platoon leader, instructing troops for overseas' 
duty. Regimental aS Sistant 6-3, making, tra ining sc hed~l~ .for truck 
regiment. 
PILOT B-24 Flew co-pilot on B-24 for 30 missions in ETO, based in 
England. 
PILOT 6E Ferried fighter planes in USA fa~ ATC • . 
RELA'TED CIVILIAN OC CUPATION :Commercial Trans port Pilot T,Jp to 4 Engine • 

WD AGO· FOI.. 10() 
1 JlL 1141 

,;\. 

This form Superil8des WD AGO"Form ioo, 1~ JUIy '1944,' whlcli wtJl not be·iucd. 

. 1 / 

" 

http://HBLmDCIVII.rANOnrnp.TTnN


_ _ _ MIUT ARY EDU<;A TION 
------~~----------~--~---- . A -
'1 • • NAME OR TY~ 01' SCHooL-COUfISE 0;' CURRICULUM-Dl/AATION-DE$CRIPTION 

\ . . . 

. ~ I , 

oes '> Qliart;eltbl~; ef. .: ~O,· day"s '~ 1 Jt ~ 
Pfe--F~'1ghtf S~~,Odl. ",,30 -days. 
Prinia:,~ "F.~·~.~ng:S6hool 9 wee~s .. ~ , 
BatH(n,it!1'Y.1P.~ School 9 weeks'; .' . 
'AdV~~~~:. }i~j.y.fng School~' 9 we~~'~ ..... 

~'.".J . ~ ~ I 

-' -
~ " 

. , 

aVIUAN EDUCATION 

COMI'LETED . ' ~. I SC~~L 
15. HIGH£ST GAAOI: II. II, DEGREES OR DI~OMAS 117. YEAR LEFT 

ZO. ~URSE-NAME AND ADO_ 01' SCHOOL-DATE ZI . DURATION 

-- 6_ ...... _~~ .... < BS~ Commerce i 1938 __ _ 
II, NAi:li::'A'Nb .~DitisS ~"LAST-.CHooi.. 'ATTENDED .' 

None ., . . 
. : .. :tJli'1:ve;r.:~';j .. :,tyi·'·of.· .. 'Nor th Carol 'ina C . hapel Hill, N.C. 

c r· ' • 

. .; 
It. MAJOR COURSES.oF aruDV • 

. i e r~ oIl(le 1 . ~M~t ,_. -=-_"-'-___ . ___ ._. ____ . _______ -=-__ --'-____________ t..._ 

aVIUAN OCCUPATIONS 

' I 

22. TITLE~ME AND ADDRESS-Ol' E~PL9.yE:R_:_INCLU$IVE DATES-DESCR,P1'ION . 

FO!E'MAN ' Tobacco ~ /!;; r. JUly 1938-.i)ec 1938 Imperial Tobacco -CoZ!Ipa'ny; 
Wil~o~ , ', I~ ~ C • Recei-v ing room clerk and Labor foreman. Che·ckelq . . ~' 
tobacco as it came into factory and made surei t .was 'dis'tz:-iblited 
cC?~p::~~tly ; ,; . . . , ." 
FOREMAN . ~ ,To,bacco Mfgr. Southern Tobacco Co. Vii.lson, K.C. ReceiVing 
room clerk and labor foreman. Checked tobacco asi t came' i~lt.6 .f!lctpry 
and made sure it ~vas di s tributed corr-e·ctly. 
ASS ISTANT ACCOUNT I NG CLERK W,ar Depar t ment, Camp DaviS, N.C. Checked 
invoices against purchas e orders. 

) ~ ... 

- !.' 

~-------~--------~---------~~--~·~~~D~D~IT~IO~N~A~L1NFOR-M~An--o-N 

None 
/ 

- .. -'----------cc-
Z
-
6
.-

N
"f:":..-M-E- 0-F- 0-FFICER ( T~pcd",. Stampcd) 

WIL~ IAM P. LOZITO 
. . 2n~ Lt. AC 
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.. ... ..... .. . -- -
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

... .. ..... . 

. ~ '4 ·.~c~ff· //td 
,PAUL . C .DA,RDEJ .JR . 01578 333 Fi~st Lieut_enant 

Squadron B 555th A:t:my Air Forces Base ItJni t 

~ ~ m a~ fl!~' [7~ 
. - . " . " ... . - '-' -- \. 

'. , 
~.:~·~·a ~my ~~ . W~d f7~~ ..... ~-'-

-::. ' ... . ' -...... ~. :.. ". 

25 September 1942 8 December 1945 

~~ d Seymour Johnson Field North Carolina 

8th 
" 2,,~'1 ~./ U/U/? 7 December 

NORm CAROLINA 
::: WII~on COUNTY 

'. . . FILED FOR REGIST)JATION 

A'I'~ - O'CLOCK ,K.P.M_"";>-,iL DAY OF 

. ~l~A~rD RECORDED 

. :tQOK.D;~~;'''l'?AGE. ___ 1:./1-1 
~ . a.. ~7- --I-~/-----

. u:rus~DS-
~

" h.l; ~, \. 

'. -'.~~..,<s_~ 
\ 

DUDLEY B HOWARD 
Colonel Air Corps 

."J' 

' . . ~ 
, ,.~.Y 

':-.(:.' ....... . 
b .. ,: 

4·~~t: .. 
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.. t: ., _ :1\ 
'p,:-MILITARY RECORD 

\ ' 

PAGE 7g 
AND 'REPORT OF' SEPARATION-

CERTIFICATE:' DF SERVICE 
- , 

I. LAST ",AMI ' . fiRST M~ln:: -!IDDLI INITIAL a. ARMT SERIAL HUIIBER 3. AUS. $RADI 4. AlII 01 SI:RVICE II. C,OIlPONENT 

i; . -
, Darden Nfu '0 Jr 01 578 333 lst Lt AO (~) AUS 
•• 0RUIlIZATI01i 7. DATE OF RELIEF •• PLACE 0' SEPARATIOII 

FROII ACTIVE DUTY 

Squadron B 555 AAE Base Unit 8 Dec 45 Seymour Johnson Field NO 

t •• IIMAHIIiT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES 10. DATE 0' BIRTH II. PLACI 0' BIRTH , 

110 Park Ave Wilson NO 2Jul 17 Fremont N C 
la. ADDRESS 'ROII WHICH EIIPLOYMENT WILL BI SOUGHT 13. COLOR 14. COLOR IS. HEIGHT II. WEIGHT 17. NO. OF 

EYES HAIR DEPENDENTS 

See 9 Green Brown lSI 10· 165 m. 0 
I •• RACE Ie. IIARITAL STATUS 20 . D.S.CITI1IN 21. CIV\LIAN OCCUPATION AND NO. 

. ~~I I nalo I or.&I (specify) ",:.1' ...... 0 ,or ... (specify) us NO 

X Asst. Accounting Olk 1-15.82 
MILITARY HISTORY 

22. REGISTERED 23. LO.CAL S. 5, 24. COUNTY AND STATE 25. HOllE ADDRESS AT TIllE OF ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY 

SELECTIVI BOARD HUIIBER 

YO I NO Not SERVICE~ 
DATA 

X~ available Wilson N C: See 9 
a •• DATI 0' ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY a7. MIUTARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY AND NO. 

25 Sep 42 Pilot Two Engine Airplanes 1051 
a •• BATTLES AND ,CAIIPAIGNS Northern France Ltr Hq EI'OUSA 44 Rhineland GO 33 WD 45 Ardennes 

Go 33 WD 45 

at. DICORATIOIIS AIID CITATIONS Europem African Middle Eastern Service Medal 1 overseas Service 
Bar Air Medal and 1st 2nd and 3rd Oak Leaf Clusters to Air Medal Go 236 2 BD 44 
h.th Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal Author:ltv Unavailable 5th Oak l 'eaf Cluster to Air '" 10. WOUNDS IECEIVED IN ACTION 

Nom :; 

II. S.RVlCI SCHOOLS ATTENDED Officer Candidate School 32. SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U. S. AND RETURN 

DATIE 0' DEPARTURE DESTINATION DATE O. ARRIVAL 

Camp Lee Va Primary Pilot School 17 Jun 44 European 18 run 44 
Doualas Ga Basic Pilot School Cochran·· 22' Feb 45 Us 23, Feb 45 

II •• IAIDII ' AIID' AUTHORITY FOR SEPARATlOIi . 25 May 45 American 26 May 45 
" 

RB 1-5 and TWx AFIAF 783 455 10 run 45 us 10 run 45 

14. CURRENT TOUR OF ACTIVE DUTY 
EDUCATION (years) IS. 

CONTINENTAL SERVICE FOREIGN SERVICE 

YEARS IIONTHS r4

20 I YEA 0 I"O§"HS I DA24 
GRAII~AR SCHOOL I HIGH 4,HOOL I CU

LEGE 

2 5 
INSURANCE NOTICE 

IMPORTANT ~ ~~~~ &f~~ s~~R~i~~ TT~~T~~~O~ss ST='~:i~:: ~=;E~r!:it(~~~ioN;"::Sir~~N O:5.Mg~~ ORDERS PAYABLE 

.a8. KIND OF' INSURANCE 

Nat._. U.S.Govt. NODe 

X 

3? HOW PAID 38. Effective Date of Allot- 39 . Date of Next Premium "0. PREMIUM DUE ... INTENTION OF VETERAN TO 

AUotulent Direct to ' ment DlacontJnuance Du.( one month aiter 38) EACH MONTH CODt1Due 

I· 
Continue only I ~t1D~ 

X 

V.A. 

31 Dec 45 31 Jan 46 • 6.70 X 

43. REIIARU (Tbis space tor completion ot above items or entry ot otber items specified in W. D. Directives) 

" 
• Medal Go 106 Hq 2D AD 45 

•• Field Ga Advanced Twin Engine Pilot School Turner Field Ga 

Lapel Button lssue~ 

45. PERSONNEL 

KBNNEl'H 
First 

all previous editions 01 
and 280 lor ollicers entitled 
Service, whicb will not be 

receipt 01 this revision. 

FUR a~YEN:EtICE, A CERlIFlOATE OF ElI3~ a l11n lojf.~~qft!..,~ RI8 
IIIUlD BY THE YET!~UI ~DMINISnHTlGil TO BE UtEO F9?' T~E FUTURE r.~UEST 

® 



/ . 
. HE.:J)QU.t~TERS 
j ilIF S.Tl~TION 1.44 Apo 558 

TO \ihc:u I t May Concern... 

1. ~--;:;,lst;::-.=....' ::.Lt-r..~~ ___ PAUL C. DARIIm JR. 
• (Rank) (Nruae) 

, . ' 

. -
4 January 194.5. 

(Do.te) 

Q-1578333 
(1..n'\Y Serial l~o.) 

.. 734-tb _Bmbo..rc1uent Sqmdron, 453rd B01:lbo..rc1'lent Group (iI) iJ.:E', cOi2l.pleted nIl 

I 

operational tour of __ 30,,-=-__ sorties on 

________ 1. n B-24 .Aircraft. 

2 JanuarY 194i-as Co-Pilot 
(Specific) 

2. He has heen o..warcled the follcming decorn.tions: 
.' 

Air Medal • . 
First Oak Leaf' Cluster to Air Me4a].. 
Second Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal. 
Third Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal. 
Fourth Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Medal. 

3. He IDS been cre(1it~ ,·Jith the destruction 01 the follmdng ena-JY 
o..ircra£t: Non~ 

40 His 'J.aIlIler of peri'or .. umce is __ ---=E:::;::x::;:::;:c:;.;;e;.:;l;:;l;;;;e=rit~ ______ ,. 

,5. He is reeaxmended for assignment to Very Heavy Banbardment Aircraft. 

6. He is a lead crew: member. 

1 
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. Under the ?r.' ~)'VL' l:)!1i~ c? J 'J'rr: '., : ~ f>p:l1h: tion" 60')-/~5, ?? [ : f . ;t,.-:'":.­
bE-:r 1943, f.i.t: f~ r~ (; nd.e(", ~:, n "m!,~;lH .. nt t,o t · ·.J"3~·:J ~r-it~r cont.; 'i~c~ In ~"'r, :r'f.'!­
r;T';·;ryh 2E.., ~; , ccr.ion I. CiI'-:nltH' 56, Hc! Iurcpeen T of Opns, U.S. 
Army, 27 Mey lc)hJ+, ~nd Letter, I-~q Ligth ldr Force, File No. 21')1').6 
Subj ect: "Awu],d,s r-ID(~ D8COI'ations", ?3 Se'ntemlJer 1941.:., 8 bILVEH 
OAK LI:.AF GLU,sT1h to the .hi r Meo.f.l if) 8 vra l"d (-;d to the follo"'1 ng 
named indi vidl.lels in ado,! 'cion to four 081>: Leaf Cl 1.1 ~t€:rs previousl V 
swarded. ' . 

01 tnt10p; Fo:?.' mer:t torious f'.chi8vement, in :J.cc0mulir-:hinp: 
with distinction, sGver~l &ericl oper~tionAl rnissinll~ OV8T enRmy 
occupied Continental Europe. The courB~0, coolncs~ end skill 
displf.:yed by el.:3 oh of thef'G in:'1i vidllr:.ls i.n the 1"[;ce of r'!('t~~rrd nec'! 
o-Pl)osi tion materil:'.lly El ided in the Sllccef'r-i'ul ('lomnleti.on of thee€) 
:oissions. Thelr actions refloct greet crcr1i t uoon thE~ms81 yes 
and the lirmeci :forces of the Uni ted States. 

* 
PAUL lie 

* 

4'i )1\» E()l&3.tj,lD~JJ G hOt{P (H) 

. -~ 

UAhllEN, JR., 0157833, 1s~Lieutenant, Wils~, N. c. 
* 
* 

Flu·,l~CIL H. GhIS\~OLD 
Briga(;i p:r' G(-· ne1:'c :l D.E .• li. . .. 

~ Chief' f)f Steff : 
OFjiICli-lL ; 

Is/George 
/t!Gl0hGE 

Lt Col 
Adjutant 

L. Pf.l.ul 
L. Pol·.UL 

1-l.GD 
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STANDARD FORM Nt>~~ 

Office Memorandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO .,Cla.e1ticat.ioD Ott1cer, Poat 
DATE: 16 June 1945 

FROM Per.anne1 Serriees Otficer, Poet. 

Authorisation tor brense .erdce stare SUBJECT: 

.:.....,. . .. ....-..... ' 

, ~ 

1. let Lt. Pm]. C. Darden, 0-15'18333, Is authorized bratse .~~. 
atar. tor j)8rt.icipation in the tollowing campaign., whUe member or the . .,­
'453rd Bomb Group (B), "'4t.h Bomb Squadron fro. Jul7 1944 t.o 8 JanU&l7 
19451 -' 

a. Ihine1arlCl, per GO "~f . .0, 11l81' 1945,! time llmitation - / 
-rro. 15 Sept_ber 1944 to 21 March 1945. 

b. ,Ardemi •• , per GO ,~, .oi 1 May' 1945, time lWtatioD 
troa 16 Dec_ber 1 'A4 t.o 25 Januar,y 1945. 

2. Verification tor thi. authorisation ha.been taken 1l'CII. record 
ot operational miea1ona, which lilt. locations and date.. Tbis record 
i. kept in o t!1cer , • 201 111e. 

P'RAHK H. MALONE, JR. 
let. Lt., AU' CorPS 
Peraonnel. Senice. Otticer 

I , 
': 

i­
I 

I '\ 
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.. ::.'.::':':'::':::':':::':':':'. ' .... :::.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.::.:::.: .. : .. 

1st Lt PAUL C DARDEN JR 01 578 333 

( 

- ( 

aJIfaJe . amf~~~ 
to tIte ~ ~ 0( {fjotftf{llfillJ[ ~ tkJe 

:.'~. tuItu~at~tk ~~ 
I. 

I ~cL~.~ 
DUDLEY B1 HOWARD 
Colonel, Air Corps COMMAND' N~~RC'S 
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OPERATIONAL MISS~CNS 201 "DARDEN, Paul c. 
! 1 

TJdGET 

1. 17 Jul 44' Be1fort, Fr- 16. 26 Sept 44 
,~. 18 Ju1 44 Caen, Fr 17. 28 Sept 44 
).. 19 Jul 44 Lauphe'im. Ger 18. 7 oct 44 
4". 20 Ju1 44 Gotha, ~r 1.9. 9 Oct 44 
"5. 24 Jul 44 . St Lo Area, "Fr 20. 12 Oct 44 
6; 25 Jul 44 St Lo Area, Fr 21. 19 Oct 44 
7. 29 Jul 44 Bremen, Ger 22". 30 Oct 44 
8. 31 Jul 44 Ludwigshaven, Ger 23" 21 Nov 44 

. 9. 1 _ Aug 44 Fismes, Fr 24. 29 "Nov 44 
10. 4 Aug 44 Schwerin, Ger 25. 10 Dec 1...4-
ll. 5 Aug 44 Brunswick, tltn< 26. il Dec 44 
12 •. 6 Aug 44 Hamburg, Ger 27. 19 Dec 44 

" i~· 11 Aug 44 Strasbourg, Fr 28. 24 Dec 44 
15· 18 Aug 44 Metz,Fr, A/F 29. 30 Dec 44 

• 22 Sep 44 ,Kassel, Ger .30. 2 Jan 45 

" , 

TARGET · 

Hamm, Ger 
Kas~1, Ger 
Kassel, Ger 
Lippe, Ger 
Osnabruck, Ger 
Mainz, G~r 
Cuxhaven, Ger 
Hamburg, Ger 
Altenbeken, Ger 
Bingen"" Ger 
Hanau" Ger 
Bitburg" Ger 
Hillesheim, Ger " 
Euskirchen, Ger "" 
Kohlen,z/Lutzel, ~~r 

~ 

• . 

------------------------------------------~-------) 



Missions 

201 Gulley, Lee R. OP'"iliATIONAL lilSSiCNS - • 
• 

DATZ T/dCET 

1. 17 Jul 44 
2. 18 Jul 44 
J. 19 Jul 44 
4. 20 Jui" 44 
5. 24 Jul 44 
6. 25 Jul 44 
70 29 Jul 44 
8. 31 Jul 4h 
9. 1 Aug 44 
10·4 Aug 44 
ll·5 Aug 44 . 
12,6 Aug 44-
13·11 Aug 44 

114 0 18 Aug 44 
15. 22 Sep 4~. 

Se1fort, Fr 16. 26 Sept 44 
Caen, Fr 17. 28 Sept 44 
Laupheim, 8er 18. 2 Uct 44 
Gotha, Ger " 190 9 Oct 44 
st Lo Area, Fr 20. 12 Oct 44 
St Lo Area, Fr 21. 19 Oct 44 
Bremen, Ger 22. 30 (Jet 44 
Ludwigshafen, Ger 23. 21 Nov 44 
Frisnes, Fr 24. 29 Nov 44 
Schwerin, Ger 25. 10 Dec 44 
Brunswick, Ger 26. 11 Dec 44 
Hamburg, Ger 27. 19 .De c 44 
Strasbourg, Fr 28. 24 Dec l..4-
Metz, Fr, A/F 29. JO Dec 44 
Ka~selJ Gel." .30. 2 Jan L.5 

:-ffJ; •••• &.~>. ;- ~:~.q)~ .· ~i 

Hasnm, Ger 
Kassel, Ger 
Kassel, Ger 
Lippe, Ger 
Osnabruck, Ger 
Mainz, Ger 
Cuxhaven, Ger 
Hamburg, Ger 
Altenbeken, Ger 
Bingen, Ger 
Hanau, Ger 
Bitburg, Ger 
HilleSheim, Ger 
Euskirchen, Ger , 

<~oblenz/Lutzel, Ger ~: 

http://lj.ll


'201 · Gulley, Lee a. , 
OPERATIoNAL liISS ... CNS : 

• • » 

:2.... ::t sy.> Iq 1ft ~ .. 
, lie .• D.ATE TA3.CE:1' ~.: ..--:. DATE. TJ...'LlET ~. - ~!V. 

~ .. ... , 
" ~. 17 Jul 44 Belfort, Fr l~. · 26 Sept 44- Hamm.,Ge.r 
:2. 18 Jill 44 Caen, Fr 17. 28 Sept 44 Kassel, Ger . ). . 

- J. 19 Jul 44 . LauPheim., ger 18~ 2 vct 44 Kas se1,. -Ger 
4. 20 Juf 4l. Gotha, Ger 19~ · 9 Oct 44 Lip~, .Ger 
5. 24 Jul 44 st Lo Area, Fr 20. 12 .0ct 44 Osnabruck, Gar 6. 25 Jul 44- St Lo Area, Fr 21. 19 O~t 44 Mainz, Ger 
7. 29 Jul 44 .Bremen~ Ger 22. 30 Oct 44 Cuxhavetl, Ger 
8.. 31 Jul 44- Ludwigshaf en, Ocr 23. 21 N.ov 44 Hamburg, Ger ," 9. 1 Aug 44- Frisnes, Fr 24. 29 Nov 44 Alte~eken., Ger 
10,4 Aug 44 . SCffioIerin, Ger 25. 10· Dec. 44 Bingen, :Ger 
U·5 Aug' 44 . Brunswick, Ger 26 .. Ii Dec 44 Hanau,. Ge.r 
12·6 Aug 44' Hamburg, Ger 27. 19-Dec ' 44 Bitburg, ' Ger 
13·n Aug 44- Strasbourg, .Fr 28. 24 D&C 44 Hillesheim, Ger 
14·18 Aug 44 etz, Fr, A/F 29 .. 30 Dec 44 Euskirchen, Ger 
15·22 Sep 44 Kassel, Ger 30 .. 2 Jan 45 Koblenz!Lutzel, Ger 



. '­.' . 

---\---- .: ' ;' 

. . -: 

~\ 

- -------- I 

~ 
I ___ _ 
r'" ==-----== .~ 

-------

i _ .-A---------·-~.:... --- - -----_ _________ . __________ . __ . _ _ ______ _ t .. -' ~ ~-'---- . __. I----~--~ :~-~-.. · ·~-- -~~~~ __________ . ___ ~ _ _ _ ----- . 

-.:.---- - --j: .. ----~-



, , - : .~ 

'·1 ... - ',17, Jul 44 
' 2~ 18 Jul 44 
). 19 Jul 44 
4. , 20 Jul 44 
-s •• 24 Jul 44 
6. 25 Ju1 44 
7. 29 Jul 44 

. s. 31. Jul 44 
-'J. 1 Aug 44 
10·4 Aug 44 
U·5Aug 44 , 
:l~·6 AUg 44 
1)·11 Aug 44 
14·18 Aug 44 
1.5·22 Sep 44 

, Ie: 

TldGET 

Beifort, Fr 
Caen, Fr 
Laupheim, ger 
Gotha, Ger' 
stLo Area, Fr 
StLo Area, r'r 
.Br~n, Ger 
Lw:iYtigshaf en, Ger 
Frisnes, Fr 
Seherin, Ger 
BrunSlWick, Ger 
Hamburg, Ger 
Strasbourg, Fr 
lieu, Fr, A/F 
Kassel, Ger 

16. 26 ~pt 44 
17. 28 Sept 44 
18~ 2 Vct 44 
~9. 9 Oct 44 
20. 12 ct 44 
21. 19 Oct, 44-
22. )0 vet 44 
Z3.. 21 Nov 44-
24. 29 Nov 44 
25. 10' Dec 44 
26. 11 Dec 44 , 
27. 19 De-c 44 
28. 24 Dec IJ4 
29. )0 Dec 44 
.30. 2 Jan l.5 

Harom, Ger 
Kassel, Ger 
K~ssel, Ger 

-

,, 'Lippe, Ger 
Osnabruck, Ger 
Mainz, Ger 
Cuxhaven, Ger 
Hamburg, Ger 
Altenbeken, Ger 
Bingen, Ger 
Ranau, Ger 

• 

Bi tburg, Ger 
Hillesheim, Ger 
Euskirchen, Ger 
Kobleoz/Lutzel, Ger 
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... - -- - -- -- - - -- - _. - --- -- .- - - -- - -- - -- - - _. -- -- --

: B-24 111fornlatio11 
, - - - - -- - -. - .. - -- - - _. - -- - -- .- - - - - --. - - - -- - -'-' 

•• . ~,:> ... 
_ ...... !:t_, . . ...,. .. 

8·24s Under Construction a t 
Consolidated Aircraft in San 

I t Diego, California 

---:---+--j ~I I,· ~ 
---,--~--,. I 

J---;--- LJ-J.. The 8-24's first flight took 
_ I ---in I Ii place on December 29, 

II I ; 'i ! 1939. Consolidated Aircraft 
" , 

--,"-;.-' -+1-1_1 1 General Dynamics) 
-, -1-'--; -: I I (which later became 

! ! -J I produced the first 8-24 at its 
4 I ! T ! I I pla~t in ~an Diego, 

- i: -, -n- ~alifornla, and ~ater went 
- --1-t -I --, 1 ; - Into full producllon as shown 
___ ' _; ; __ ~ -J I in the photograph on the 
: IT. I! right. In addition to Consolidated's 8-24 production plant in San Diego, 

-_~ ___ -l- ++' ' also manufactured the bomber at its plant in Ft. Worth, Texas. 8y the er 
--' ---,-.. ---! t~~ 8-24 was i.~ production ~y four different. aircraft companies with site~ 

. i .! cities. In addition to Consolidated's San Diego and Ft. Worth plants, th, ______ -... _ .. --.-4-

I i I produced by North American Aviation in Dallas, Texas; Douglas Aircraf 
-. -~-- ! Oklahoma; and the Ford Motor ComQ.§DY...churned them out on the prod 

i its Willow Run plant in Michigan. 
I - -+---- -- - -~-;-
I 

t ~- -; -,-

---- - -. --------1 .. 
______ ._-.1. 

• I 
~-;r--- "_ .-~ 

j . 
-~-

I I ._--, - ----+-+ 
: i 

--.!.-..-..f ". 

- --+-- _. "- _.--'-- ! 

During World War II, 8-24s flew more missions and dropped more bomt 
other aircraft. 8-24s were used by the United States Army Air Corps (U~ 
every theatre of the war, and flew for 15 Allied nations. 

A fully armed and combat-ready 8-24 'carried a crew of 10 men. Its gros 
when loaded was greater than 46,000 pounds. The most common mode 
movable turrets, each with two .50-caliber machine guns and two indivic 
cal iber machine guns in the waist for a total of ten guns. The 8-24 was ~ 
four 1200-horsepower engines and carried 2750 gallons of fuel. Many 8 
were round-trips of 1500 miles and some extended ranges were near 2( 

The 8th AF, 467th Bomb Grau, 
"Witchcraft .. Makes a Delivery 

The most common bomb Ie 
-~-1Iii1i2 of ten 500-pound bombs, 0 
-, pound bombs, The planes 

environment against heavil 
targets in the European Th 
an altitude of 18,000 to 20, 
although many missions (p 

the Pacific) were flown at much lower altitudes. The planes were not prE 



-----

heated; crewmen wore oxygen masks on high altitude missions and wei 
to temperatures of -30 degrees Fahrenheit and lower. 

An estimated 180,000 crew members and 500,000 ground personnel WE 

in the flying and servicing the 8-24. 

San Diego is the home of the 8-24, but it also has a rich history in early 
San Diego Aerospace Museum chronicles this. Rockwell Field was one 
Army Air Service fields (now called North Island, part of the Navy's basE 
Pacific Fleet and docking for their aircraft carriers.) Charles Lindbergh's 
Louis was manufactured here. Most of the early Army Air Corps leaders 
Rockwell Field and/or nearby March Field. 

Consolidated Aircraft Corporation (which later became General Dynami, 

the Army's request in 1939 to be the second manufacturing source for tI 
proposing instead to build a new and better, four-engine bomber for the 
8~24, soon to be called "Liberator", was produced in five different cities i 
served in ·every theatre of WVVII , and flew for 15 Allied nations. An estirr 
180,000 crew members and 500,000 ground personnel were involved ir 
servicing the 8-24. 

We will celebrate the 60th anniversary of Consolidated Aircraft Corpora1 
flight of the X8-24, which took place on December 29, 1939. Join us in 
the home of the 8-24, and hear from the people who built it , flew it, creVl 
serviced ,. 

8-24 Specifications 

The 8-24 Liberator, designed by Cons?~ida~ed . 
Aircraft, was built to the following speCifications. 

---

«: Wingspan: 110 feet 
~ Wing area: 1,048 square feet '* Length: 63 feet 9 inches 
~ Height: 18 feet 8 inches 
~ Weight: 

• Empty: 27,500 pounds 
• Gross ' 38:360 pounds 
• Maximum: 46,400 pounds 

~ Armament: . 
• Machine guns: ten 50-caliber 

• Bombs: 8000 pounds 
~ -Engines: Four Pratt & Whitney R-1830-33 (S3C4-G) Twin l! 

air-cooled reciprocating radials 
~ Speed: 

• Cruising: 175 MPH 
• Maximum: 303 MPH 
• Landing: 90 MPH 

• Range: 
• Empty- 4700 miles 
.. 2500-pound bomb load: 3000 miles 

~ Altitude.' 31.500 feet 
~ Original Cost: $336:000 

----------------------



The 8-24 Liberator was produced in greater quantities and flown in more theaters of war by 
the air forces of more countries than any other four engine bomb~r in World War II. 19,256 
planes (in several versions) were produced by Consolidated Vultee, Ford Motor Company, 
Douglas Aircraft and North American Aircraft between the years of 1939 and 1945. Today 
there are only two flight-worthy 8-24's in existence, and it's history and role in WW II is only 
dimly recalled except by those who flew in them. 

The other four-engine heavy bomber, the 80eing 8-17, received most of the publicity, 
particularly in the strategic air campaign against the Germans in Europe. Yet 8-24's 
outnumbered the 8-17's even there. 8-24's could fly higher, faster, farther, carry a bigger 
bombload and take more punishment from enemy fire than ~he fabled 8-17. But as all 8-24 
crewmen knew, the 8-17 had one feature that the 8-24 never had, a built-in press agent! - .. 

There just was no way for an airplane known as the "80x Car" to compete in the public's 
eye with the fabled "Flying Fortress." 

A fully armed and combat-ready 8-24 carried a crew of ten men. Its gross weight when 
loaded was greater than 60,000 pounds. It had, in the most common versions, four movable 
turrets, each with two .50 caliber machine guns and two individual .50s in the waist , making 
a total of ten. It was powered by four 1,200 horsepower engines and carried 2,750 gallons 
of fuel. Many 8-24 missions were round trips of 1,500 miles and some extended ranges 
were near 2,000 miles. 

"The 8-24 could fly 
higher, faster, farther, 

'. and tak.e more 
:; punishment than any 
: other plane in World 
War II." 

The most common bomb-load was ten 500 pound bombs or five 1,000 pounders. It's 
operating environment against heavily defended targets in the European Theater was from 
18,000 to 28,000 feet, although many missions (particularly in the Pacific) were flown at 
much lower altitudes. The planes were not pressurized or heated; crewmen wore oxygen 
masks on high altitude missions and were exposed to temperatures that reached -30 
degrees farenheit and below. 

-----------------------------
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Old Buckenham 
Home of the 453rd Bombardment Group (H) 

A Visitor Group Hospital 

Air Crew Mess NAFFI Wagon 

..,. 

:'!edical ClinIc 
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Old Buck Control Tower 

Stalag Luft 6, Quarters for Moms & Krarners Crew 
Tommy Owen is on the bike 

" 
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453thBG Unit Markings 

453 BG 

453rd Bombardment Group 
The 453rd Bombardment Group (Heavy) was con­

stituted on 14 May 1943, and activated at Wendover 
Field, Utah, on 1 June 1943 , under the command of 
Col. Joseph A. Miller. The group trained in ~21s at 
Pocatello AAFld, Idaho, and March Field, Calif.: un- ' 
til it deployed for England between December 
1943-January 1944. The 453rd BG was stationed at 
Old Buckenham from 22 December 1943-9 May 1945. 
The component squadrons were the: 732nd , 733rd , 
734th and 735th BSs, which were all activated with the 

group. 
T he 453rd BG flew its first combat mission on 5 

February 1944, when it attacked an airfield at Tours, 
dnd returned unscathed. 

Throughout the war, the 453rd BG concentrated on 
strategic targets in Europe. In addition, the group par­
ticipated in Operation BIG WEEK and struck 
NOBALL targets. During the Normandy Invasion, the 
453rd BG bombed shore installations between Le 
Harve and Cherbourg and other targets farther inland. 
The group supported both the Saint-Lo Breakout and 
the Battle of the Bulge. The unit also flew Trucking 
operations during September 1944, and dropped sup­
plies to troops near Wesel for the assaul t across the 

Rhine. 
The 453rd BG flew its last combat mission in Aprd 

1945, and returned to the ZI in May. The group was 
inactivated Jt Fort Dix, NJ, on 12 September 1945. 
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Male Call. was B-24H 42-52154, from the 453rd 00. 

734th BS, With Battle Letter Q . She was flown by MaJ 

Jimmy Stewart. of Hollywood fame. nus was the 

only ortglnal group ship to be With the unlt at the 

end of the war, when she had accrued 95 missions 

and returned to the ZI . (via D. OIds) 

42-52154 MALE CALL B-24H- to-FO G 

(#92311 on fuselage is project number) The r 
only one of the original 61 NC still with the I 
Group at war's end . (per Wib Clingan: ! 
09/25/44 repaired at Bovington, I 

! Hertfordshire tor flak damage to nose & i 
~aiL 03/17/45 repaired at Thorpe Abbots for 1 
damage to # I engine.) Xferred to 44th BG I 
after 05/05/45 . Eventually 95 missions, ret'd I 
to ZI. Assigned to storage facility @ Altus, i 
OK on 10109/45 i 



The following posted on the crew bulletin board 
*********************************** 

Headquarters 453rd Bomb Group (Heavy) 
24 December Mission Summary 

To Whom it may Concem 

The Target came in early including all necessary information excepting the routes 
and times. This was our biggest effort yet with every flyable aircraft -65-
scheduled. We also had the Division weather ship to put up. At 0430 the weather 
flight was scrubbed and the war weary alc was loaded as the only spare .. 

Pre-briefing was delayed thirty (30) minutes waiting for routes and times. The 
delayed arrival did not give the briefing team enough time to plot any routes 
except our own, and there was no way of knowing what interference our force 
might expect on the route in or out to the rally point after the bombing. 

Lt. Col. James Stewart came down for the briefing along with several guests: 
Paul V. McNutt, U.S Congressman, General Griswold 2BD, General Ott, 
Commanding General 65th Fighter Wmg, and another wheel. The formation was 
so large even the extra movable black boards were not enough to show distinctly 
where each man flew. The briefing went off as smoothly as could be expected 
with the last minute arrival of routes and times. 

There were just barely enough parachutes for each man. The Flak suits were 
divided equally since there were pnly enough for sixty (60) crews. 

The ships were marshaled on time and sixty-four (64) aircraft got off. One 
aircraft had a runaway superchargzr on takeoff so the pilot feathered the prop. 
The plugs were fouled so the ship ~ unable to take off. One ship had a 
supercharger malfunction on preflight and the crew, Lt. Duncans, took the war 
weary aircraft, and completed the mission even though he had engine trouble. 
One ship turned back before leaving England and another returned just before 
reaching the IP. Sixty-two (62) aircraft got over the target Some aircraft went in 
to attack in spite of engine trouble 

Group, Wmg and Division assembly went off in a manner we all like to see, but 
after leaving the DAL_~he~ trouble started. The:first error was turning 60 degrees 
too far and getting seventeen (17) miles off course. The Group also missed the 
IP by eight (8) miles. Everyone made a good recovery except Capt. Gulley. 
Capt. Gulley chose a target of opportunity which was a very high priority target. 
Naturally he shellacked the target. The other five (5) squadrons bombed the 
primary. Four (4) with excellent results and one (1) with poor to fair results. 

The trip home was uneventful although three (3) aircraft landed in France, and 
one (1) at Woodbridge. 

http://tinpan.fortunecity.com/aprilskiesl264/xmasgift.html 7/12101 
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· The weather map at briefing boosted moral one hundred per cent as the only 
mark on the map was the freezing leve~ The weather was as briefed fortunately, 
and only a few high cirrus clouds were seen 

The Group could have never have gotten sixty-two (62) aircraft over the target 
without the co.-operation of every person on the base, and the effort expended is 
greatly appreciated. 
Van D. Downer 
Lt. Col. Air Corps 
Operations Officer. 

http://tinpan.fortunecity.com/aprilskies/264/xmasgift .html 7112101 

http://tinpan.fortunecity.com/aprilskies/264/xmasgift.html


Herrman, co-pilot, (as he was accustomed to 
do) said, "Th,e Big Boy still has us by the hand."­
We had descended to approximately 2,000 feet 
by this time and nearing the Baltic Sea. With 
luck, we would be in Sweden before that 2,000 

landing (as we knew he would) at Malmo. Just 
in time because Dolly's Sister had just about 
had it. The next thing I knew, a Swedish sol­
dier (at least I hoped he was Swedish); was on 
the bomb-bay catwalk just in front of me as I 
headed for the flight deck. The soldier had a 
"sub.-machine~" in the crook of his left arm 
'and he sunk'the end of the barrel in my stom­
ach. Sticking out his right hand he.said, "Wel-

feet shrunk to zero. . 

Our next problem was crossing into 
Sweden. We were in no position to comply with 
international law requiring a damaged military 
plane to complete three complete circles with 
bomb-bay doors open, wheels down and firing 
yellow flares before crossing the border of a 
neutral country. Luck still rode with us. We 
were below the Swedish radar and one was 
aware of our presence at this time. Some anti­
craft crews spotted us from their ground bat­
teries and fired a few rounds but with no at­
tempt to actually hit us. Our next cause for 
concern was a Scandinavian snowstorm which 
severely hampered us in our search for a place 
to set down. 

Everyone but Whitehead and Herrman 
had moved to the waist section, preparing for a 
crash landing or to bail out. Just as we 
emerged from the snowstorm, two Swedish 
Fighters appeared ... one on our right wing and 
one on our left wing. The pilot began to signal 
that we were to drop our landing gear and open 
our bomb bays. We played it real dumb and 
waved back as if we thought he was just a one­
man welcoming committee. Whitehead gave 
the order for us to bailout if we were not on 
the ground in five minutes. I asked his 
intention. He said, "We're riding her in." I 
replied, "The intercom has just gone dead, we 
can't hear a thing." He repeated his or~er. I -
spoke to the crew, "No need to try the 
intercom ... we can't hear a thing. Hope you can 
hear us. We have put up the crash belts and 
are ready to ride her in. Hope we are not alone. 
No need to waste any time trying to talk with 
us ... just concentrate on setting the Sister down 
in one piece." Whitehead made a beautiful 

come to Sweden." 

The second soldier had a pistol pressed 
'against Whitehead's temple and was motioning 
for him to taxi to the right. At this time, 
Whitehead asked me a very interesting 
question ... preceeded by a statement. "Tom, 
there's a Swedish soldier with a pistol at my 
head motioning me to taxi to the right. The 
second soldier is on the ground armed with a 
rifle pointed at me motioning for me to taxi to 
the left, which one should I obey?" I replied, "I 

~ have problems of my own, but in my opinion, 
follow the request of the soldier nearest you." 
Slipping in under the radar screen had caught 
the troops at Malmo by surprise. We learned 
later that the soldiers were devoid of any 
ammo and were just as fearful we would come 
out shooting as we were that they might pull 
the trigger. 

Number two engine had had the oil 
rocker line ·shot out, number four gas line had 
wprked loose and the fire in number three was 
caused by the gasoline, intended for number 
four engine, running down the wing and burn­
ing in number three's exhaust. The buckets of 
number three's supercharger were burned out 
due to the external fire. Battle damage was 
very little. We heard there were 268 German 
fighters in the air over Hamburg that 21st day 
of November. See what I mean about the "Luck 
of the Tourist?" 
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A Record Load of Destructive Force Was Loosened on the Group's Targets 

Mission #192: December 24, 1944, Christ­
mas Eve, the 8th Air Force presented Hitler with 
a Christmas gift with excellent results, their 
greatest effort ever. More than two thousand 
four-engine bombers took part in the display of 
air might over Mayen, Germany. 

The 453rd was honored by the presence of 
two distinguished visitors: Commissioner Paul 
V. McNutt and Brig. 
General Griswold, 
Chief of Staff of the 
2nd Bombardment 
Division, watched as 
members of sixty-four 
crews filed into the . " .. ' 
briefing room. 

attack againS't··- the road and rail junctions of 
Mayen. These small communication and supply 
centers ~ere the crux ofV an Ronstedt's offensive, 
for his supplies were being taken right up to the 
front lines by rail. In perfect flying weather, a 
record load of destructive force was loosened on 
the group's targets with excellent results: one 
hundred and sixty-six tons of bombs, by far the 
greatest load yet carried by the 453rd, dropped 
from the bellies of their sixty-two attacking Lib-

erators. 

The 453rd Bombard­
ment Group had that day 

: , . established a new record 
in the Division - if not 
the 8th Air Force - for 
the number of planes 
from one bombardment 

They listened \ group over one target. 
intently as a picture of 
the day's operation -~. With that kind of new 
was drawn by Capt. record there was reason 
Hoffman, of Opera- Lt. Robert Hoffman, 732nd Asst. DPS Officer to celebrate. There was 
tions, and Lt. Meen, ofIntelligence. Capt. Strahan, another re"ason for celebration: it was Christmas. 
the weather officer, gave one of those rare brief- And to celebrate the combined occasion, as the 
ings in which he predicted no clouds whatsoever group was returning and nearing their home 
along the route. base, some unknown person chose to use the 

From the central tower, the grQ1,tP'S gu~sts 
watched as the first of the more than t~re.e-score 
planes took to the air with the aid oftheir landing 
lights and the light of the moon. It was an all-out 
effort, and the 453rd was proud of its contribu­
tion. 

Six and a half squadrons directed their 

command radio. "Put on your Christmas lights." 

The voice was obeyed and suddenly a fes­
tive Christmas tree with lights was in place. The 
tower and ground support personnel applauded 
the display. Christmas Eve had started! 

Despite war, Christmas was a special time 
to remember. 
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SEEING THE WAR FROM THE 
WAIST GUNNER POSITION . 
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5th Mission - 24 December, 1944. I--l--r-- i -l---r-; 1-11 
1_"- 1 -1- -r-'-- _L-

Our target was the marshalling yards at _I .l __ : _--!--~ _ I 
M~yen ~hich is 15 mile~ west of Koblenz on the I . I I 1 

RhIne RIver. The 8th Air Force, and all flying, --, j -; -i ___ _ 
had been'shut down for the last 12 days due to _I _ ! _ ~ _ ~_ .__ __. 
heavy weather. This was a maximum effort 'I:!: . 
mission, to stop Von Runsted's winter offensive. '-f - . -- -;:-:- i _: ~ _...!-. ~ . . 

Load - twenty four 250# GP's: tempera­
ture at altitude -36°C. Bombed from 22,000 
feet. Visual bombing. Flak along route - mea­
ger and inaccurat~ H?w~veE., o~r lead shi _ 
was hit and #2 engine knocked out. Flak was 
really heavy and accurate just out of our range. 
The squadrons on our left and right really 
caught it. Fighter escort o(P-47's, P-51's and 
P-38's. We didn't see too may. However, it 
was said at debriefing they engaged the 
Luftwaffe. The weather was perfect, after 
almost. 10 days of continuous fog. Our object 
(8th Air Force) was to try to cripple the rail­
roads and supplies the Germans were bringing 
up front in this, their biggest offensive on the 
Western Front. Their timing was perfect, plus 
the advantage of bad weather which prohibited 
the 8th Air Force from flying the past 12 days. 

Results - bulls eye - right on the target, 
plus a few bombs hitting throughout the small 
town. Gottman, Tracy, and I saw the bombs 
hitting, and plenty of dark black smoke on the 
target. It was a pretty sight and picture the 
town surrounded by a snow-covered landscape 
of farms. Communiques claim over 70 fighters 
of the Luftwaffe shot down. For the 8th Air 
Force, this was probably the largest air ar­
mada to hit the Reich. At least 3,000 planes 
(bombers and fighters) were launched. Our 
Christmas gift to the Reich was twenty four 
250# GP's, wrapped in steel casings. This was 
the largest air attack that was ever put up by 
mankind. Three cheers for the 8th Air Force. 
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/DAYS REMEMBERED 

/II don't know if it makes any diffetence, 
but number three is on fire. " 

by Technical Sergeant Frank R. Thomas 
Earlier days and times 'Of your life have 

a way of returning to haunt and taunt. How­
ever when a request is received to set these 
memories down in print, they seem to have 
faded completely. Such a request has been 
received to record some 
rememberance pertain­
ing to becoming intern­
ees in a neutral coun­
try while flying with 
the 453rd Bombard­
ment Group (Heavy). 

Kaylor 
Whitehead was pilot of 
the crew to which I was 
assigned. We arrived in 
the European Theater 
of Operation on July 
4th, 1944 and were assigned to the 453rd a few 
days later. We were now a part of a combat 
operation. 

So many new faces to learn had become 
a necessity once again. One of the first, of 
course, is the Squadron Commander'(Major, 
Van Dowda of the 734th). Then, and no't neces­
sarily in order were: First Sgt. Agee; MIS John 
N. Wilson; Sgt Wayne (The Genius) Conklin 
and Sgt Tourida A. Rogledi. Wilson , Conklin 
and Rogledi were the ground crew members 
assigned to the B-24H "Never Mrs." These 
were important people to know! Crew members 
learned to depend on these men more than ever 
thought possible. 

')I;? TI1 <;pn,rr.fi nfPea.ce 

We quickly learned the names of other 
planes and their assigned Crew Chiefs .. , .. Male 
Call (Jackson); Lucky Penny (Karr); Crow's 
Nest (Clint Colvin) only to mention a few. 
These were the backbone of the well-main-

tained fleet of heavy 
bombers. 

July became 
August, followed 
quickly by September 
and a new experience 
for Whitehead's 
Tourists. September 
7th taught us that 
we were never very 
far from becoming 
prisoners of the 
enemy. The scene is 

set for our becoming internees some two 
months later. 

if Our first to Hamburg, Germany came on 
October 30, 1944. We found the area of Ger­
many blanketed with a fog so thick and deep 
the mission was scrubbed .. just as the bomb 
run should have begun. The absence of a PFF 
ship made it impossible to locate the target and 
complete the run. Everyone aborted except the 
"Tourist". We had no choice really. All our 
controls had iced up and the Never Mrs contin­
ued on her journey over Hamburg. We were in 
no way sure of the manoeuvres performed by 
her, until her wild gyrations and vibrations 
caused the ice to lose its grip on control cables 

http://earr.fi


and surfaces. We joined another B-24 group in 
the Cuxhaven area and returned to England. 
There we we,re accused of going on another 
sight-seeing. tourist excursion! (This was on the 
same day that Col. Hub Zempke iced up, lost a 
wing on his P-47 and become a P.O.W.) 

The stage for my second and third visits 
to Hamburg had been set. On my second sched­
uled visit to Hamburg I was called out to fly 
with another crew. Luckily, the mission was 
scrubbed but, by this time, the entire crew had 
developed a thing about HambUrg. The final 
omen was the loss of Never Mrs. on November 
11,1944. She exploded over the Rubr Valley on 
her seventieth mission ... still running on the 
four original engines. She was carrying a new 
crew on their fourth mission and there were 
only four survivors. Your plane became almost 
as much a part of your life as did the men you 
flew with. Of course, the human life remained 
more important than the machine. 

4-We were awakened on the morning of 
November 21, 1944 and informed the "Tourist" 
would fly today. Breakfast at the usual 12:30-
1:30 a.m., briefing at 3:30 a.m., and take- off at 
5:45 a.m. The same breakfast we had eaten so 
many times before-the trip to the line and the 
briefing room. Target: Harburg-Hamburg oil 
-torage. Command Pilot (lead-plane) was 
Colonel Van D. Dowda; his right wing plane 

(deputy lead) was Captin E . E. Traylor's Crew. 
(Traylor was a schoolmate of mine.) I believe 
Lieutenant Rollins' crew flew the left wing 
position and the "Tourist" flew slot. 

The announcement that our target was 
Hamburg did not create a fear or desperation. 
Though I must admit I had a feeling of resign a­
tion and a deep seated conviction that this was 
to be my last mission. This feeling or premoni­
tion was so great that when a fellow Hoosier 
(resident of Indiana) said, "See you about 4:40 
Frank", I replied, "Not me-we can't possibly 
make it over Hamburg for the third time." I am 
not sure what I expected, (not death), unlike a 
high percentage of Eighth Air Force crew 
members. I did not have any doubt at any time 
that I would live through the Second Wold 
War. I believe this feeling was also shared by 
the other members of the crew. Leaving the 
briefing sessions, we caught our 6x6 transpor­
tation to our individual planes. This was to be 
our first mission in the new B-24L assigned to 
us as a replacement for the Mrs. We had taken 
this plane up for a shake-down flight a few 
days earlier and many requests for modifica­
tions were on our list. We wanted to make sure 
she deserved the honor of being christened 
N ever Mrs Too. But we never flew the new 'L' 
model on a combat mission .. she didn't check 
out on the 21st. 

. ' 

Falun, Sweden 453rd. 734th 
Squadron Interned Crew - Front 
Row: Charles A. Christburg, Bombar­
dier; Edward C. Herrman, Co-Pilot; 
Kaylor C. Whitehead, Pilot; Howard A. 
Middleton, Navigator. Back Row: 
George R. Roby. Nose Gunner; Russell 
L. Harriman, Flight Engineer; James 
B. Taylor, Left Waist Gunner; Martin 
K Boone, Right Waist' Gunner; Frank 
R. Thomas , Radio; and Charles B. 
Rubbo, Tail Gunner. 
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"Incidentally~ we're losing altitude at the rate of2~OOO feet per minute." 

The stand-by was Dolly's Sister which 
had been assigned to Wendell Faulkner's 

I 

Crew ... Crew Chief was Mosgar. So that was 
the baby we took off in. Number four engine 
began to act up before we reached the Channel. 
This was a new engine, just "installed and 
presumably slow timed. We had a run again, 
die again bout with number four all the way in 
to the target. I was not on intercom until the 
bomb run began. AB radio operator I left my 
post and went to the bomb bay to check and see 
that no bombs hung up at the time of release. 
Upon arrival in the bomb bays from the flight 
deck, I joined the rest of the crew on the inter­
com. This day, after reconnecting my oxygen 
mask, I connected to the intercom system just 
in time to hear H. A. Middleton, navigator, ask, 
"You just feathered another engine?" 

I waited until all bombs had cleared the 
bays before inquiring how many engines we 
had lost. Whitehead informed me number two ~ 
and number four were feathered and number 
three was losing power rapidly. Number three 
was on full throttle plus booster, manifold 
pressure had passed the red line. and was 
pulling in excess of 60 inches mercury pres­
sure. He concluded by saying, "Incidentally, 
we're losing altitude at the rate of 2,000 feet 
per minute." 

Most air crews in trouble talked about 
going to Switzerland or Sweden, depending on 
their proximity to the target. Whitehead's next 
question to the crew was, "Shall we try to make 
Sweden?" The silence was deafening. After 
what seemed hours of waiting for someone to -
voice an opinion, I said "Let's go home, Boss." 
Whitehead informed us we had no more than 
45 minutes in the air, and this would mean 
ditching in the North Sea. I replied, "In that 
case, let's shoot for Sweden." Middleton cut in 
and gave a heading for England, followed by a 
heading for Sweden. In order to stay airborne, 
we began to throw everything we could over-
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board including atnmunition, auxiliary power 
source and tuniIig units for my transmitter. 
During the madhouse cleaning operation, 
James Taylor, left waist gunner, called in, "I 
don't know if it makes any difference but num­
ber three is on fire." His voice expressed no 
alarm or concerp.. I answered him by saying, 

, "f .:'." 

. "No, it doesn't matter just keep throwing out 
everything you can pry loose." I doubt if any of 
us ieali~ed what Taylor had said until we had 
eliminated all the weight we could and were 
beginning to level off. I can only speak for 
myself, when it did soak in . .r was scared as 
hell. 

The "Tourist" luck continued to hold. As 
we leveled off, the fire either burned itself out 
or was blown out. We didn't try to determine 
which ~,as responsible, just gave thanks. 

--
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Battle Exp;:'riE":DCe: 

I was drafted immedia ta ly 13.1' tar- flradua ti.ng fr om Hi p:h Seho ') l. and was 
a lw~ys teased for being the yo~ngest in my outfit. I received almost 

\ l6 week s 01" basic tr'ainina; at Fort BlanniD~, Florida. While in traintng, 
I met Alfred J. Hoffman from Charlotte, W. C. ~nd we became ~0od friends. 
After b&sic trBinin~, our ou tfit was sent overseas so fast that we never 
were issued any winter clothtnR. 

We crossed. the .A tlantic on the Queen Mary ship, and b.ed to shut d:)wn the 
engines several times because (;.er'man Subs got too close . iVe landed ::'n 
i>ior_thampton, England. then c r ossed the 'English Chal1nel by boat t o Lar've, 
~r ance. :Ve w'e r e put on a tra :Ln i n a boxcar we called n}~O .:::::. 8 1t

, rned'j,ng 
the boxcar would hold 40 men or B horses. It took us seven davs to 
cross France to Luxemburg . ¥fe had to take turns sittin g; down on the 
.floor of' the boxcar and sleep anyvlay tha t we could . 

It started snowing when we were halfway acros~ France and was extremely 
cold. The weather was so bad the American planes could not fly over 
and drop amunition and supplies to the lOlSt Airborne troops who had 
been eu t eff near Bas togne. Our ou tfl t was being sen t in to rescue them . 

We were taken to the front lines on a kitchen truck (still dressed in 
our F lorida c 10 thes) and dr'opped off hehind a huge manure pi le beside 
of a des troye d home. (GeT'l'll8.ns us e manure to hea t their homes). The 
snow w&s thre e feet deep, and it s nowed each day on the battlefield. 

1'e were there less than an hour when I saw my friend take a direc t hi t 
and was blown to pieces . I was also wounded in the leg at t h is time. 
r fired shots into the area where the attack came from, but I was never 
forced to shoot anyone in a "face to face combat" . Bowever, survival 
meant I'kill 01" be killed". and that was a hurrible lesson. 

Finally the firing stopped and I looked around and could not se e another 
living soul. I decided to crawl to the hedge~ow surrounding this open 
field. Little did I know there Nere German ' 5S Troups on th~ other side 
of the hedgerow. They were considered the toughest German soldiers--
a ll hand pi cked~ same size, blue eyes, blohd hair, and specially trained. 
I found il foxhole and crawled in, pu ttin .~ branches aver the tOD which 
caught the snow and gave me some protection. At ni ght you could hear 
the Germans talking as they walked near the foxhole . 

I would have been an easy tar~et in the snow if I had left the foxhole, 
so this Vias my home for 12 or more days. I ate i of a D-bar each day 
and snow for water. About the 10th day, an American Medic soldier fell 
in to the foxhole with me. He had a walkie-talkie, some aspirins, but 
no ~~~ I .shared my last D-bars with him. After our food gave out. 
we d~~d~d "we had to try to find some more America.ns. As soon as we 
expoa..~d ourselves in tne snow, the Germans who were hiding up in the 
trees started fIring at us. Two other Medics who were in a fOXhole nearby 
joined us for about 200 yards, but the firing was so intense they decided 
we mi ght have a better chance if we split up again. The Medic and I 
crawled along a ditch in the snow until we reached a safe distance, then 
he helped me walk. 

We wandered for several days before we found some more Americans in a 
house that had been destroyed except for one rOOID. They had some I) - bars, 
a few supplies, and yee p • ;)ne I)f them drove me to a Field Hospi tal 
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in the Jeer. 
sf~ v t': ral mor e 
d i d no t even 

Tho driver seemed to h e lost pa:i t o f' thE.; time a n d ~t 1; t) '.)l{ 
days. The Me dic and I parte d h ere and I re a lized that I 
learn his name. 

At the Field Hospital they put me in a rubbe r suit ~acke d wi t h ice t o 
ke e p me from thawing o~t too fast. I n~d severe frostbite and my toes, 
ears, nose and fingers had cracke d open. I had a hi~h fever and gan grene 
nad set-in in m1 leg. I only weighed 87 pounds. 

--~ . -- #, ' .. .. 

Then I Wu S taken by Jeep to an Evacuation Hospital near faris. Prance 
'fIher' s the doctor's tr E:' a ted me wi th sulphaI' drugs. Pram t.here, I was floVo{~ 

- ~- - ,,0 (:;t pl tal -~:1 n England where T staye d for nine mon ths-. 

-;"iith hL;h fever. I cannot be sure of the time lapse between hospitals 
because I was in and o~t of consciousnAss, but I do kn0w it was 21 days 
before I received any medical treatment after I was wounded. After 
thawin~ out . I sat on the bed and combed mv hair and it all fell out. 
That was a shock, and I was very self cons;ious about it when ' I came 
back home. 

The doctor came in on F'riday and told me they needed tt? amputato my l e g. 
Amputation was the standf-).rd treatment for gangrene back then. and to lie 
In~~ an~ listen to that saw was almost unbearable. I asked the doctor 
t o-p-re-a-s-e- wait until Monday and if my le~ was no better, I would sign 
the papers for permission to amputate then. With a lot of prayers and 
the new drug, Fennicilin, my leg was better on Monday and ~as saved . The 
climate is so humid in Fnl?,land that wounds did not heal fast. No one 
soldier received much time during phychological treatment because there 
.~re so many who needed help. 

After a long recovery, I was released rrom the hospital . Beln~ the only 
survivor of my o~tfit, the !rmy did not know where to place ms . On my 
records, they saw that I had driven a school bus in high school. so they 
assigned me to Trucl{ Detail. I hauled Troops and supplies ±hrou ,:;sh France 
and Germany until I was dischar~ed. 

'rime never let me for~e t that I had. fou.gh t in one of the toughest ba. tt Ies 
during World War II, wThe Battle of the 8uldge~. 

JIL_ES PTCKT F:N HARRF:LL 

Jrd Army Infantry 

6th ArmOl~(")d D.i ,d s i on 
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