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Licata 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Licata (Greek: <l>tvtiuC;; Latin: 
Phintias or Plintis; formerly also 
Alicata) is a city located on the south 
coast of Sicily, at the mouth of the 
Salso River (the ancient Himera), 
about midway between Agrigento and 
Gela. It is a major seaport developed at 
the turn of the twentieth century, 
shipping sulphur, the refming of which 
has made Licata the largest European 
exporting centre, and asphalt, and at 
times shipping cheese. 
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Com nne di Licata 

Municipal coat of arms 

Country • IItaly 

Region Ski ly 

Province Agrigento (AG) 

Elevation 8 m (26 ft) 

Area 178 km2 (69 sq mi) 
West of the port city there is a series of 
pocket beaches separated by wave-cut 
headlands as high as 40 m. (Amore 
2002). 

. I Population (as of)) :cember 31,2004) 
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History 

The site of archaic settlements[1] , the 

- Total 38,8 2 

I - Density 2 U" .lm2 (565/sq mi) 

Time zone , :2T, UTC+ 1 

Coordinates ' 37°06'N, 13°56'E 

(.lttp://tools.wikimedia.de/- magnus/geo/geohackphp? 
Jagename=Licata&params=37 _06_N_13_56_E_ 
.(~ {7}}}) 

I Gentilic Llcatesi 

~ Dialing code 0122 
I 
,Postal code 9::\127 

i Frazioni To.1 e di Gaffe 

I Patron Sant Angelo 

I -Day Ma) '5 

I Website: www.colnune.licata.ag.it (http://www.comune.licata.ag.it/) 
~ -------~----~------------~~~ 

city was founded on the right bank of the Salso in 282 BCE by Phintias, a tyrant of Agrigentum, who 
named it for himself, razing the city of Gela and resettlin? .~s population at his new settlement. (Diod. 
xxii. 2, p. 495.) Phintias laid it out on a great scale, wit'.! ~ts walls, temples, and agora. As late as the first 
century BCE, inscriptions and coins show that the inhat itants retained the name Geloi. The setting took 
advantage of a small natural harbour, about 80 macros,;, which corresponds to a natural depression 
along the coast that is now infilled with construction. T 1 ~ site was protected by the headland now named 
Monte San Michele. At nearby Cape Ecnomus, in 256 1;'1 ~E the Romans won a major battle in the First 
Punic War. 

Phintias, however, never rose to a degree. of importance at ,tIl to be compared to that of Gela: it is 
mentioned in the First Punic War (249 BC) as affording s1: \; Iter to a Roman fleet, which was, however, 
attacked in the roadstead by that of the Carthaginians, and ,l 'any of the ships sunk. (Diod. xxiv. 1, p. 
508.) Cicero also alludes to it as a seaport, carrying on a cO~ l" iderable export trade in com. (Cic. Verr. 

http:// en. wikipedia.org/wikilLicata 3/1712008 

http://www.comune.licata.ag.it
http://www.comune.licata.ag.it/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Licata


Licata -,Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia •• Page 2 of3 

iii. 8. 3) But in Strabo's time it seems to have fallen into the same state of decay with the other cities on 
the south coast of Sicily, as he does not mention it among the few exceptions. (Strab. vi. p. 272.) Pliny, 
indeed, notices the Phintienses (or Phthinthienses as the name is written in some manuscripts) among 
the stipendiary towns of Sicily; and its name is found a so in Ptolemy (who writes it <D8tv8ia); but it is 
strange that both these writers reckon it among the inlanJ towns of Sicily, though its maritime position 
is clearly attested both by Diodorus and Cicero. The Antonine Itinerary also gives a place called Plintis, 
doubtless a corruption of Phintias, which it places on the road from Agrigentum along the coast towards 
Syracuse, at the distance of23 miles from the former city (Itin. Ant. p. 95.) This distance agrees 
tolerably well with that from Agrigento to Licata, though somewhat below the truth. There is indeed no 
doubt, from existing remains on the hill immediately above Licata, that the site was occupied in ancient 
times; and, though these have been regarded by local antiquarians as the ruins of ancient Gela, there is 
little doubt of the correctness of the opinion advanced by C 1 verius, that that city is to be placed on the 
site of then called Terranova since renamed to its ancient form, Gela, and the vestiges which remain at 
Licata are those of Ph inti as. (Cluver. Sicil. pp. 200, 214.) 

Licata served as an Allied landing point during the 1943 World War II invasion of Sicily. 
-=- . ~;:::=:;:::=;;;;;;;:::===----

Archaeological situation 

Diodorus Siculus (22.2) mentions a large agora with porticos, but since no formal excavation has yet 
taken place, the Hellenistic and Roman material connecto'!d with Phintias comes from chance finds 
(Stillwell). The ancient site was progressively abandoneG 1S flood-borne river deposits, associated with 
deforestation of the hinterland (Amore 2002), moved the .routh of the river seaward. On the rocky 
promontory the ruins of the castle of San Giacomo are stilJ visible near the base of Licata's harbour 
lighthouse. 

Sister cities 

• Reinheim, Germany 

Notes 

1. A Attested by chance finds of Corinthian, Ionic, and Gc:oan pottery and figurines, now in the museums of 
Palermo and Agrigento (Stillwell). 
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ALLIED 
INVASION OF 

SICILY 
At 10 o'clock on Fridcry 
night, July 9, gliders packed 
with Allied troops dropped 
behind the enemy hnes in 
Sicily, and the invasion of 
the island had begun. The 
gliders were quic,dy fol
lowed by paratroops, and 
through the next two days 
American and British land
ing forces made contact 
with the air borne units, 
breached the coastal de
fenses, and established 
bridgeheads at many se
lected points. Protected by 
a great fleet of Allied war
ships, and by t!le Allied Air 
Forces, which had secured 
air supremacy, mighty re
inforcements of men, tanks, 
guns, equipment, and sup
plies were successftuly 
landed. Enemy coastal bat
teries were put out of action 
by the guns of the Fleet. By 
July 11 the first immediate 
objectives had been taken, 
and three Sicilian airfields 
were in Allied hands. One 
of these was a~ Pachino, 
captured by British and 
Canadian assault troops. 
American forces occupied 
two airfields at Gela, where 
the enemy, supported by 
tanks, made a counter-at· 
tack:. which was successful
ly beaten off. Axis forces op
posing the invasion were 
estimated at 400,000, includ
ing 100,000 Italians. The 
German radio admitted that 
the first phase of the attack 
had been successful at sev
eral points, and an Italian 
commentator boasted that 
the Allies would "bite their 
teeth out" on the strong 
Italian fortification.". The 
picture shows one of the 

many Sicilian landings. 
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July 9, 1943 
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Allies land men and stores on Sicilian beches July 9-10, 1943 

Under the command of Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew CUD
ningham, 3,266 surface ships were engaged in the invasion of Sicily. This mighty armada of the Allies c0m

prised craft of every type, from battleships to L.S.T.'s. In spite of adverse changes in the weather, of risiJl; 
wind and choppy seas, the convoys of this multitude of ships made their crossings with such precision the 
the Allied landings on the beaches were carried out exactly to timetable. From long before dawn flare alta: 
flare arose from beach after beach at the oppointed zero hour to signal "landing successful." and thereafte: 
all the supplies, arms, and equipment of the invading armies streamed steadily ashore. These picture! 

show: top, a landing party coming ashore, and below. the British safely land a Bren carrier. 
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Allied bridgehec . 

BRITISH AND CANADIANl 
capture of the Pachino peni 
beach, four miles from Pc 

advanced inland 10 st< 



July 9-10, 1943 

: the Fleet Sir Andrew Gun
ty armada of the Allies com
ges in the weather. of rising 
ings with such precision that 
long before dawn flare after 
~ successful." and thereafter 
ldily ashore. These pictures 
.y land a Bren carrier. 

Allied bridgehead secured July, 1943 . -, 

BRITISH AND CANADIANS JOIN HANDS. One of the early successes of the invasion was the determined 
capture of the Pachino peninsula by British and Canadian assault troops. who landed on Costa dell Ambrct 
beach. four miles from Pachino. They established a bridgehead within twenty-four hours. and then 

advanced inland to start the hard-fought campaign which was to end in the conquest of Sicily. 
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Novel amphibious trucks keep Allied armies supplied 
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)plied July 10-17, 1943 

FIRST WEEK 
OF SICILIAN 
INVASION 

At dawn on Saturday, July 
10, the first assault troops 
landed on the Sicily beach· 
es, and the success of the 
greatest amphibian opera· 
tion in history was quickly 
proved. Before seven o'clock 
that morning all landings 
were established; Allied in· 
fantry were advanCing into 
the interior; a few hours 
later the harbor of Syracuse 
was captured. British forces 
landed east of Cape Pas· 
sero, Canadians on the 
western side, while United 
States forces came ashore 
at Gela. On the next day 
the Canadians took Pa· 
chino, and its airfield was 
very soon in use by Allied 
aircraft. On Tuesday, the 
13th, American forces cap
tured Comiso and its air· 
field, joined up with the Ca· 
nadians, and commanded 
the railway from Syracuse 
to Ragusa. By th~ next day 
seven of Sicily's airfields 
were firmly in the hands of 
the Allies. The Eighth Army 
successfully repelled fierce 
German counter· attacks. 
During Thursday and Fri
day the Eighth Army fought 
desperately for Lentini. The 
Americans and Canadians 
advanced and captured half 
a dozen towns. Lentini was 
occupied on Saturday, July 
17. Pictures show the am· 
phibious DUKWS ( known 
as "Ducks" ), which were 
used with success in the 
landing operations. This six· 
wheeled truck" has a motor 
engine which drives wheels 
on land and a propeller at 
sea. Top. "Ducks" approach
ing shore; bottom, left. 
draWing away from a ship; 
right, returning for another 

load 
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