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*EEEXXXXXRRE® THIS STORY FQLLOWS TWO YEARS (1938/39--39/40) AT
THE CITADEL, R.O.T.C., INFA NTRY 8%%% %% 855E5% 855555580805
SE3TTF-4448R pRETErsen - 2L
Wilson, North Carolina 27893-1711 2/26/21

Serial # 34465921 --enlisted
Commission # 0 2 005 973

Feo. 26, 1942 I reached my 20th birthday and volunteered for Air
Force Rilot BPaining imx@rarxkmikskxfaxx I fajled %he physical in
Charlotte due to high blood pressure and nervous heart. I was drafted
and failed three callups with no classification. I asked for another
physical for classification and was drafted Nov. 17, 1942. (Head of
Draft board had sent me to a Doctor for exam) -- I passed, and on
returning to Draft Board office; I was accepted, but couldn' t
leave on Nov 18th without volunt%fring———l didn't: I left Wilson,
drafted, Dec. 2, 1942, for Fort Hmemde!, N. C., and wound up in the
U. S« Infantry

I was sent to Camp Clajborne, La., to a newly formed 10 3 Inf,.

Div, assigned to Co. D, 409th Infantry Regiment, being staffed by a
cadre g#x of officers and m&w non/coms. Rhe Company Commander was a
12-year veteran of the Marines, mnd thought WW2 would be won by a “T4e_

03 rifle and 21 r§£§8Hé%%§= . We had about five rifles in our Heavy
Weapons Co., 30 cal. machine guns, two platoons, mnd one 81 MM Mortar

platoon. One daxx day in training kkwx the C.0. (Capt.) had an

03 rifle in his hand and threw it to me. I took the rifle and showed
him I kﬂ%& how to handle it. I had ii'made after that. He made me his
Comnpunication Sgt. (acting) after that! We had no radioes and only a
fenggtff%§21ng his Communication Sgt. (acting) meant that when we had
a message for someone, I had to "hot foot it" ¥ from here to there on
"foot" no matter how far. I was made Corporal, sent to Radio School,
and could receive and send 15 words per min and passed the course

for Radio Operator. I was later made a Buck Sergeant.

I had trained with machine guns and mortars, but lo¥ed the 81 MM
Mortar. I turned in for 0.&.S but tore my papers up when we got some
new Second Johns. An opening came up for a new Squad Leader of 81MM
Mortar Squad, which carried a Staff Sgt. rating, and I ziyed the Capt.
. . 1 man MpRRN
dzExxERx for the job; he gave it to me , Hix asd I took & Squad
Qv )
overseas. On =&w may to F§ance,_we ran into a really bad storm in the
MadxkzRXAx Medéterrgary av%é‘ﬂ%ggking over the bow of the ship, but we
landed safely in Marsaille, France. We disembarked and walked several
meters to our camp ..After getting all our equipment off the ship,
we were sent XX into the line in mmw < the Volge
. . = aalgagiﬁﬁ%vu oz
Mountains. We releived a Jap-American Bat1ﬁLﬁn eg fire, we dug in.
MD‘
We dug quite a few outegf their iwes holes and put them on a road for
pick up and burial. After a couple of days in these holes (it was cold
and snowing), we were to_%zxack (our first) the Germans . I was on the
mo RToA™ W.iTly 3 .
O.P.ofor our 81MM, one Platoon of six guns armed with 120 rounds of
Adgﬁg;.per gun for the first hour. My target was a cone-shaped hill in

the middle of our sector. I fired all six guns and walked the fire from
botton to top and back. Our Indantry later told me they did not find
B - ————
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a live German on that yex hill. 500 rounds of 81MM wovers a small“§/
*hill pretty good.

VVCJ¥y£>One small battle after another until we entered into the Seventh

Army Sregfried Line. I was Morta§§@%§¥¥v%r with a Rifle Company,

in the lead on the Main Line® The Rifle Co. Commander didn't

have a man to point his attack with a compass. I had a compass and

offered to lead the rifle Co. through the wooded area. We finally got
inned down by a large German force and dug in . We took off again

éiEE—I didn't point the new attack.

We were pinned down on the forward slope of a mountain and were under

prﬁgdffire before digging in. I was kzmmieswp kneedleep in my fox hole and

felt something hitting my back. I Xm=mkm&x looked around and discovered
machine gun fire was eating the ground behhmi‘j?butt. It didn't take
me long to get My hole deep enough for cover.

The next morning we jumpedfégain and took a pi 11 Dbox and trenches on
a # hill to our front. We started with two Rifle Campanies, oné-
Heavy Weapons Waztsamsiessi Machine Bun Platoon, two Mortar Men, and
two Artiller y Observers.

There was another Pill Box on the Hill which we took every day and the
Germans took back every night. The Supply Rmimawg Soldiers fought

our ammo and mERE¥sLx rations into our positions, but being an
"Yowdmis outsider” ®pa I gotogpéheese dinnerg every day mremw instead
of 1 cheese, 1 meat and 1 breakfast ration..... I was drawing mine at
night from the Riflemen. We got our water from a spring andgﬂsgﬁider
fire every time we filled our canteen. WeRe
There was an article in the WILSBON DAILY TIMES about a soldier fes
getting a bullet hole through his helmet’gﬁ%rdidn't kill¥ him. One of
my friends in our Machine Gun Platoon had the same thing happen to him.
The bullet went through his helmet and took the k¥Ex button off higyggﬁ&i
cap inside his helmet --- both %;e }ucky!! We were relieved 24th Dec.
1944 odfif this Hill by the 45tthiv... . .Bhe best XMAS PFemmsapw Present I

ever had.
W GpiTie
We arrivedawith 2 Rifle Companies, One Platoon Heav§%ﬁﬁeapons &, Four

Artillery Observers , and\w% l1eft wamh wit Gonly 4O Officers and Meny
While we wefe on the Hill, all our Brow Automatic Rifles were out of
commission and wouldn't fire. All the B.A.R. men were killed or wounded ,

Sp I spent about every night getting these important weapons firing again ---

S

4M3er&jﬁmtSmmLZLDUmASAan

\(fAs something else I learned at The Citadel.

When We left the Hill on xk the 24 Dec’, ',&were.umnx under
fire leaving, and when we arrived at where we were to pgmmé¥® spend the
night , we heard the Germans counterattacked the 45th Division on ogr
Hill and fmg drove them off for a while. i S.'—‘Pf@ R4S KZA":@
We got word that our kitchens were lost, butgwould drom our froze
chicken Jfa%ugﬁfﬁ?gggtion, or keep them for a /-meeting. We took
the chickensf?hadégt. from Durham, N. C., sent us out Tg this little
town for o0il of any kind. He cooked hhe chicken in a steel helmet on
25 Dec., 44, The best Xmas Dinner I ever had!!!, especially after 10

days of cheese K-rations pgglily.d R ex-German fort
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with snow on the ground,no roof on the barracks. By this time I had
inherited t“’c’f ads asASection Sgt, no raise in rank, just more
responsibility. I finallQVEgEe Platoon Sgt. and had sixﬂég%g%%'under
me. Our Batallion was pulling Bridge Guard on impoetant roads in the
neighborhood: Everything was covered with snow. German paratroopers
in the area were trying to destroy ps® the bridgers and we furnished
guards to stop this. Every time one or two of my men were assigned,qg
bridge guardS{I went with the trip putting them on the bridge, taking
them hot food, and then went back to pick them up. I just wanted to be
sure they were taken care of o.k. Widit e e~ Wb'tﬂ? .

One morning, on wake up, I backed into a candle while making up gy
sleeping bag Ba and set my pants on fire. A friend patted the fire
f?’gad a big hole burned through ....!!

Soon an order came down for me to repart to Batallion HQ, with all

out

equipmwnt. It was reported we were leaving for a new home. I reported,
was put on a truck and sent to Division HQ during which +the doctor
said, "lie down” on the cot. He checked my blood pressure again and
said it wasn't good’/@%& I had been through combat with it --- =& so
he passed me. Ifb%Tc;ame a eco%ﬁe%.?m%’ssgent Ac%”a scheel for new
officers in France for several days and was assigned to the 79th
Infantry Div., 315th Infantry, Company M, another Heavy Weapons Co.
I got one secidon of two guns in the Essex Mortar Platoon, mnd &g&§-told
e I hadﬁeﬁﬁbﬁfﬁ’ STAR, whieh I%ﬁﬁhﬁ-mﬁ%?%%w I had a
%%ld Commission . O et e id, rngOUTU\L-’S PQ&J;ZJL&Q[.,L y
We had several assignments after I joined Division. &w We went
into Belgium getting ready to make a river attack, but got closed out

of our area. We then moved into Holland for the Rhine River crossing
and trained for two weeks. We moved to the Rhine River, across from
Dinslaken, Germany, and waited at the dyke for a motor boat to take us
across the river . Finally, the bod!rarrived. I was assigned (as AaJ
9bserve¥?%1gﬁ~¥ortar3§it to a Rifle Company Headquarters, just to BEEASS
{A&@b m. I was the first on the boat and the last off -—% ad’“the ground
on the other side. Through the smoke and dark, my radio man wagﬁéﬁ One
rﬁﬁ;géthe@dé{rﬁtq’ angr%were% ?ﬂg @m I told
them when I led I wanted EP be followed, and they followed. We moved
florward to a dyke w,éere pinned down by fire. I put my mg radio man

saw behind me. I we

in allhole and xx told him to stay until I came back for him. Looking
forward, I couldn't see any object I recognized; aoTI picked up g my
rxE®X radio man, d we headed forward lEoking for m#» ifle Co. to join.
Finally, I found Rifle Co., a%&aag were/ held ﬁ; up at a railway
embankment, covered by & string of houseg.A ull xRsmEpExx of Smipers .
We backed up in another strip of houses and sacked in for the night.
The next morning, I fired a mortar v y /on and behind the Railroad

enT e/ . ‘
embankm , and ,the Rifle Co., took the area.
Moving forward, gesss we came t%zgnother wide area, cleared, with a
pmer®w house, beside a road. Infantry was pinned down in the field,

e (ﬁmiéwxﬂn{- : e 2

and I couldn't #ind any target t 40T r¢fronl thés building, even Ar,—eﬂ
knocking out some tiles in thw roof. A small hill was just ahead,

Bx and we were getting air burstffromjgg's all around{ySI went out
the door of the house to find a route to the next hill, and received

B e




#4
=
a schrapnel jolt to my lef arm,(&hich, by the way, got me a PURPLE
HEART later!!!!:> T wené%?%gﬁde the building, took off my combat
jacket, and a medic cut away my sleeve to get to the wounded areagn/nvxkh.
Bhere was a hole large enough to stick my index finger in, with room
to St re, downo arm,}éﬁére was no blood (lucky)iﬁ¢ﬁ%dic bandaged.,m,,l/Q@,,1
é;yeﬂtpil §§, and sent me to the rear, walking. I gave my radjo man my(}zj; L

45 pistol to keep for me. I started wasm walking back to the rear,%%%;

and met my Co. Commander and Batallion Commander and gave them my

carbine. I got on a Medic Jeep to the Batallion Aid Station, and

they prepared me to board a swimming trucKSEDngerés climbing aboard{Ae
T)LMAM/With one arm, we were straffed by four rockets -- never, saw the plane,

but it was noisy! Later, it turned out to be ng%Féerman Jet fighterg

We crossed the river to the air field, and I was #¥wwmikx flown to

Reims, France. I saw all the holes across FranceVﬂ?had dug. I spent

a week in Reimes, France, _and &Q sent by train to Verdun General

Hospital, REEORR ent the rest of the war ®aere. Word camez)aumj

that all casual officers wo uld be sent to Japan from the hospital“dyéﬂ/

discharge®D, I got the hospital C.0. to send me ou} early to my outfit.

If I had to go to Japan, I wanted to go with mf?gitfit. Rhe war in

Europe was over the next day. On the way back to my outfit, by truck,

I passed through Bastogne, and it wanggikehp. Mfgggt back to the 79thy
:g;Fzjgnd they were being sen%?ggéyeside.ZLI didn't have enough points, as

an Officer, to go homewrg;vzg(éas transferred to the 102nd IxEexs¥x

Infantry Divisionyﬂ4K%QE;“ng Sé,'fﬁéinaéﬁéc%ﬁ*%ﬁ%%&%éﬁﬁmént Officer,
é/MLV(ﬁk’on-fraternizingW.%MWe%ome in Germany, WERa uAg
/1TLL,old company we relievedvqygﬁﬁﬁﬁégécg Geﬁgaﬁaaeg%7%§ Sat.épight, and an

American band on Wed. night, % ha@{:c;anéﬁng, wine“? —gé"ér'g.nn? chanpagne.

The American bad& was paid with American money , and the German band was

paid with old German money. We danced two times, weekly, there was no

charge to the men. They were served 700 lifers of beer, 100 bottles of

champagne , and were allowed to buy whiskey at the bar, at each zkx dance

with American money. The Company non-coms were responsible for their

men, and we had no trouble at any dance. E®erybody had a good time.

PRI
These dances were financed by a gift of $5,000.00(hold German money,

/iy I%n American soldier, who told me to give him a Jeep and 10 gals. of
gas and he would get me the $5,000.00@“%§§jéerman money._ I immediately
asked, "when are you leaving?”. The American money was by the men
buying drinks at the bar from the whiskey ration they had received.

The wine and beer were paid for from the“éift"ﬁf the German money.

I was Iwxmmafewwsx transferred td&iabor Supervision Co[ﬂ?%olish Guards ,
@on , angd worst job was keeping them from killing the Germans.

I was sent home from EuropeJdJung 1946, and landedlvhew York harbour.

They didn't know the 'Tropp Ship was coming, so we stayed aboard until
Hh alp Wl el ferpn el ighta 8t 0ro0eR k. St Firt DUEMEE

Yeg e, M.




