THE ML ITARY

T so well remembar Decerber 7, 1941, e Sunday. T wart to t'» movie and
around 5:00 pm when T came home, my mothev said Pearl Earbo» had been asttacked
2+d destroyed. She said it meant war with tt- Jepsnese. She had teavs in her
eyes, and I knew wha* she was thirkinr-,

Ag time vagssed a~d more and more of ry frisnds were either drafted or vol-

unte-red, felt trat sorrhow I reeded to go tog. My mother add father were

Eettinw feeble, and they weeded me, but t*is was way, I was single, and so in
September, 1948, i went to No-folk ayd joined the navye. I wss sent rome and
told that I woul® be called within 90 “davs sad trat I world nrobably be sent
to Freat Lak~s for navsl traininr. On the 87th day I raceived a letter ssuing
that s mistake had beén made, tha* I was colov blind, awd trst tre navy could
not sccept me. I was told to &o to Raleigh for & new examiration and if tha
same problem still existed, T wowvld be discharged. T went to Ralelgh, was dis-
charged, ard I went across the Kall end volpynteeyed in the quy. T was deeply
worried necause a coloy blind tobacco buyer would alwags be jn trouble .My
fathey was an optometrist ayd e did not know I was color -bli®d.I felt tyat if
Impeyial Tobacco Uompany found it out, I would be in deep trouble there.

In volunteering im the avywny, I was swopn in, g'ven a quick examination,
told te go rome and I would be called in a few davs. Then I got a letter say-
inm that velunteews would in the futu¥Ye go witiht he next gwoup of dvaftees Rxm
from ny countv. So on Jsunary 23, 1943, I gotz)r at 5:00 AM, my mother cave me
8 break’ast of ostméal; toast, egg, and coffee. She was shedding bitter tears,
and I felt tears running down nﬁrchaeks also. After breskfast, I told them
goodbye, walked out of our home, never looked back, and walked to tre postof-
fice, some three blocks away. We left foy Fort Rragg shortlv after 6:00 AM,

At Bragg, I was given my uniforms, took my various shots, was csll~3d out
gt 4:00 AM for duty while awaiting fov¥ an assignment to talke basic tyaining,

¥ was sutomatically nlaced §n ar officer tvainineg Byouv.

One night about 8:00 o'clock as I looked out thwe bawxraclks, Goim wag coming




dowr iy torrents. A military gus~d was stardjpg out there in the rair, and his
walk seewd® yery familisr. T thought I recognized that walk, so I want to the
door and velled "Ret", & nickname for s famous basgbsll playey T had known wel’
in years gone by. Supre enougly, it we pureass Whitehqad, groat second Ppeseman
“or the Old New Vork Giarts. "hen he was pplipved, e ¢geme to the bargecks and
we tslked until tk~ lights went out. The neéxt moyning, he was 1In charge of
work details, awd he called myv name, gave me his yoom kev, told me to go there
and get some sleep. T was green ard somewhat afraid to br-~ak Yules, but I went
to ks room as I wes told.

About 8 weeX later, four of vs were given opde 's to veport to Camp Croft,
S.C. foy pasic trsinjng. In that group weye Flmore (Honev) Fackney, all Amgn-
icar footbasll player st Buke University, Dbn Wilson. N.0. State fullback, and
“herlie Wsrris, Tennessee end, and myself. We four became ext¥emely close
friends in basic training.

Bon Wilson was styicken withan iltness, a~d he £alled me during the nicht
to say he was freezing. I tool 4 blankets off and put trem over W™, tren 1
calle?d Hsckney and we put fis "lankets on Wm also. Tt was Satesrday nicht anrd
we had Sundsy eff. Hsckney and I wert to the base Jpsvpitsl snd %01d an officer
thed we had s sitck soldier in the barpacks. Tre officer made light of what we
said, but we insisted that he was peal sick, so an ambulance was dismatched to
bring Wim to t¥r rospita}. About fou» hou's later, a squad of soldiers de<cend-
ed vpon ouy barracks to qua-antine it--Don ¥ilson had spinal reningitis. With-
in two weeks about five others ir tke baryescks fell out with the same illness.
Pinslly, Hacknev and I we-e ovdered to the hosvital foy tests. We stayved there
for 10 dayvs, apd in a confepence, we weye t 0ld that we were absolutely immune
to spingl meningitis.

At the erd of basic training, Facknev wes suffering from varicose veins,

awd Ve was discharced. Don Wilson Jrad fallen out of our comnany, but after the

wa¥ he used to s top by the Roilv Wews occasidnslly to see ma. fe was e sales-


file:///jery

man. I never Ynew what hanpengd to Charlie Farris. T Tlayed basebs™1l on the
Cerp Cyoft team. Tn July T was sent to Clemson colless fo» a series®x of

exsms, writtar akd o-al. Fad J known what was to follow s, 1 woula have tried

to pet eliminated. Somehow out ~f some 2,000 in th~ oripinsl egpoun, T was among
the finsl 17 crosen to go to Hayveyd University for study., T thought it woul”
Sq advanced F#emch and mjlitaryvy government, bt it was tﬁivmse. Twas told
gquicklr tret a Southern boy couvld not learn Chirese becsuse we snmok~ jn ™ono-
teyes. J said "Dr Chou, the decisiom is ¥he apmy's, not mine."

The work was extyemely hayd, veyy acceleysted, and glrmost more thar a human

s

being éoulé bear.

PINSTOH CPFURCHILL

At Horvayd the army had a yule that at }plidgy periods, If one lived more
than 600 miles from home, ho cowld not cet lpeve. At Thanksgiving we had time
off, but I had to yemair at school slong with trree others in the 120 man
school weyve were assigned. About R:00 AM we weye sleepng, and a knock came on t
the door. Tt wss an army order directing the four of us to o to a ce¥tain hall
in the Horverd Yawrd at 10:00 o'clock to help with some practice. Grudgingly,
we went. But when th- man in cherce ssid to one of us “'you represent vice
Pregsidert Truman,"to snothey,"vou ygnresent Senator Salstonstall", to another
"vou rrpresent General Marshall", and so om, T said to my fellow soldiers, vou
rea]iza this is no chicken occasion that we ape heye tcmﬁWacticn.q So T wert t®
the man in charce and asked him if we could sttend the next dav., Be said "I'm
real sorry..thls place seaqs only 167 people, and eveyshing {s alrrady worked
out, but i€ I can figure a way for o to attend, I'1ll send you tickets." He
took down our sddress, we 18f% thjv&inggit was sll ovevy, Buf next morning
again about 8:80 o'clock a yUnney knocked on the door. We had a sealed militanry
letter for me. T signed fov it, ayd openad it cerefully. There were fewr tick-

kets inside with ew engyaved irvitation wikich vead "to award th~ degree of doc-

tor of jumenities ¢» the right rpnoxable ¥irston Soenser Phurchill.” The cere-



mong would teke place at 10°00 o'clock. Nren we a»rived at t' e kforyard Yard,
trere wé&pe thousends of people all ayound, but m;lita?? guards wowrld let no one
inside w!thput an invitatien. W showed ouy jnvitations and we we¥e passed im-
mediatel?. Thg orders told us to whom to yeport, and wé did. One of our four
escort~d lMrg Churchill, two weve in My, “hurchill's honor guard, and T was
assigned the task of escorting thQ.daughteT,/ﬁbjy’Church;ll.

Ay. Churchill made one of Wis famous spggches. Coventwy had just been des-
troyed befove e arrived. Bothr /ims Churchill and fyery crisd most ~f the time
wht le AAR. Ubwﬁc%ill was speaking.

Aftey the speslinc and tre cewembdnies weve sver, we wore told %o bein~ MRS,
“rurcrill snd Keyy to tMEbacK of the small bpildirg end to waip for obdedrs
ttere. We d43 so, and M-. Shurcrill shook hands wit: erach of vs. Then ha yee
copnized my Southern accent. he asked me whove T was fapom, snd I said "N~»th
Ceroline.” He said Nis mother was from \ﬁvginia, and he knew ju-t where my home
state was 1ocated.]¥é gffered me one of his lon=s cipars, buvt I t0ld hrim that £
was ot man encugh to smoke 1t, o laughed heartilr. The Churchills and our
fouy soldie 's chatted for sope 35 minutes while fu'l securitv was being set
for theiy departure., It was a erest day fop a country boy from the 13 North
State, |

MENEUVF RS

About the middle o» Marcl, 1944, all students who had been classified as
fluent in Fvench(il‘was so classified, bt T was not fluent) weye pulled out of
the steam hested atmosphere of Faryard and sent to th~ prd, snow, and cold of
Tennesse on maneuvers. T was asdigned to Uomnary K, 528th.vagiment, 26t divis#$
ion. Gene Allirood of Westington N.C. was commandjng officer. Aftey- soma three
weeks theye, we went to Fort Jsckson §n Sout¥~uaﬂolé”a fov*rost maneuvey train
ing.In June we weve shinped to Camp Shanks in Yew York wrewe we boasyded a libey
4y ship for farta urknown., We weyer taken to Burope. As we aggpyoscred land, we

could see Encland o the left. BUt ou» skin veered to theright, cross tire




channel, and we climbdd down Yoype ]adders into flat bottom posts ayyd latey
vwaded ashore in Nbvmanﬁy. T™he battle ayvea thew was syound S3t, Lo, but we staye
ed in ﬁbrmandy until late August oy~ Septembey whew we weye oydeyed to the front
lines.

We were ordered to rempye all insignia on unifo-ms. As e marched through
some little village, we could hear the continuous rgeW¥ of aytillery in the
distarge. And two small French boys were p]aying ard one of them ssid "there
goes the 26tr division to the f-ont." We truly went to the fyont. We religved %

B ; Montecourt

the riftt baval&y in the ¥zmixfmrxm Forest. It had been viﬂtuajly wiped out. We
und-rwent severe svtillery shelling just outside thg wooded arps. Inside we
began to lose ouv men, anj on an outpost with thp Beymans ngar eneuglin so that
they could be feard talkknr~ st times, we dug In.T dug in nesr a fipe byesk. On
4tat fire bresk was s German mine box. I cgewl~d out to set it, and 1 covered
my fox bole with t'e boards fromt he bok, plus dipt snd then leayes and byush,
I left poom egnourh to cyawl out st the hesd. Duyring tke nNert, the Ge mans came
upon us, killing or capturing seveyrasl of my fellow soldieys. During the night

g German sdldier stood just at the pdge of my fox hole and overned up with s
machine gun. 1 could havesrebbed the barvwel, but T didn't. One more step and

be would have been in th- fox hele with me. (ub boys began to thbowin~ hand
grenades toward my fox tole. Many of themwere wounded and 1 copsld hear them

screandng oy groaning at times. The next morning just gs 1t wes getting light,
T peeped out of my fox hole. Theye was a ferman sitting uv about six feet away.
I called to him in s whispe¥ holding my gun ok him all the time. e did not
move, So 1 crawled out, pushed rim wit® my gun, and he fell over. EHe had been
killed during the night. T began lopking around awnd T was the only living one
there. The woods was thrick, snd I did not know which was my comnan? was then,

T crawled back into my fox hoJe not Kpowine what to do, but exrect{ng to be

killed oyg captured at sny time. Later in the movning, 3 jpayd s ome Pypush bryeak-

inc. A patrol from Comoany K bad beer sent out to see wha* had Wervened on that
outpdst. Several of ouy boyvs lay dead, and the vpatyol took me and as mang weap-




ons back as possible.

On another occesion we weve causht in an oven field apd a Gpygman flyvsit
operned up right behind my heel. Instead of freezing theye like a tfee, T ﬁmxxx
tte diyt and fortunatelv their machine pun fi{ye pissgd me.

On another occasioywon a patrol wity 8 bgr named Georgﬁéf can 't yrerembgF
the last nare) we were to check out a byidgr epnd Wit theye until movning fo¥y
oud company to move Wp. George and I weye standing by t he Phonn wrex 1 was
t01d¢ that 2 Gevmen patvol was pigtt on toP of us. Tt was so dark that T told
the 6ne at -{he other end that 1 could not see thg ph ne. & few minutes later
I was tQ1¢ that*t the Beymsn patyol wes right there witj us. Agﬁin,'we could see
wor keay nothin~s, But in e few minutes a ék“man shell came whistling oveYy; a
piece 0of the shell Rit GGO“EG and wounding bim, a plece knocked off my steel
helmet and hurt my neck. Then ahptrey shell came whistling towayd us, landed
just a few feet away, shook and simmered a bit but‘did not explode. T pulled
teorge away. T could not see, but I thought feoyrse was bsdlv wounded., T did
not retrieve my hiii;ii until it got light. T had wo bwpakfast, but Gene Al-
lipood gave me a chocolate army candy bar.,

Razzmkeryxwa

Tn RaxigxRazmrx November Tony Pisano and I weve sent back fi» see about
more amrunition for ouy company. We were sbouvt s ile {yom the fyont, and we
sat down to rest. We weve about 30 feet apa¥t then, and suddenlvy I noticed @

car approach’ng with three stars on a plate in front. I knew trat 1t was sup-

posed to be a lieutenant genersl. At tye time the Yermans were sending men
over to our side dressed in Ame-ican uniforms. "e had been carefully instruct-
ed to check out anyone stovping to queston us. That csy stonped directly in
front of me as I sat on that ditchbank. I stood up saluted, and said "now gen-
er 1, sir, yvou know the »ules., I am o~dered to check vou ouf thoroughly, so I

am going to ask you some questions and I hope you give good answers. So I =mxk

asked him several purely American Questions, akd he gave good answers. Then he

said "now T must ask yvow some questions. He did, and he asked me what state T




was from. When T said "No»th “arolina", be says "did vou come th»ough Fovt
Rrarg when you entered the army." ¥ told him I did, end he assked s when T care
in. FPp said "when you enteved Fort Bramg, I was the commanding general theve."
He then ssked me how to get to the informetion center. Tonv and 7 had fust
come by the cente»., brt it was in g rathe~ open sves wjthk Geyman obseyvation
certein. T told him bow to get there, but I said t~ him thet "if vou d-ive the’
cer eround there, vou'll never make it..tke best way tc go Is scyoss this open
field here." Ho told ge to accompany him. T tpld him that theve migtt be s'ots
across the field, and f so, foy him to hit the dirt fest. When we got close !
emourh foy h¢m to see tha center, be turneé sround, strook my hand; thanked me,
ard we parted company.

Tn December our company waes goin@ back for a week's yest and for some re-
cruits to fill in the vscant Spoté. We weye some distance §fyom the front when
suddenly we stopped. Ite wait turned into one o" seveval rours, and we weve
told that theee wss & breakthyougp some 50 miles eip the line, and that we wamk:
would go mp there to closg it up and then go on our-week's~rest. At dark we
climﬁﬂminto tucks and dre@ve about five miles vef» hou€¥ n slpet apd srow 2nd
cold until about midnight, we we ‘e told "this is it." We had no blarkets, no
overcoats,and the ground wos fyozen. Tt would be g teryible pisght. The fog, set
in ard 1t wes extremely thick. In th~ morning some f@llows fad 105cles on EkEx
theiv-coats. "e madr a big 1o§,five and thew®But., Sudéen17 8 spell dropped
some 200 vards away, then another 100 vards awa?. The gevmans weye doing what
is kpown as "brscketing in" on Us.Five of us jumped into a Zerman fox hole
shaped like ar L. I was the second one in. The shells wer e buysting all around
us, and in between burfts ong fellow could get ovt of the:covdred hole and run
for safety scross the fie'd. Three had already made it and I moved around to
be next. A shell eithew hit ayound tha L oy-on the edge, blowing Dan Mahaney

out of the hole, killing him instantly. I was dazed, byt T medm it across the

field, T wes later told. T was te po to the Bospital whire T would spend the




next four months.

Tre hospita] at St. Qloud was & formey home for Fyench elderlycitizens.
About two weeks after I got theye, casuvalties weye ceming in so fast that it
wss necessary to changg over from a 600 bed trospital to one much lareey. The
hospital 2sked for volunteers gmone pstients wjho couvld do light dutvy to stay
trere ratvér than going to Ehgland to recuperate. They promised us g~od tyeat-

ment. I volunteere@, eard I was assigred towork in t“n-?pceivino-qf])?sposition
office. Being the only volunteey with a college educestion, ] was lucky. 1 had
to meet trairs bringine the wourdgd ir at ststed times. St. Cloud is six milef
from Parjs. About once a week a tyain bpingins wounded Leyman Pyisgmers woplAd
arrive, I had to meet these treins occasjonallv. It ended up with us having
some €00 wounded CGeymang. We weye tryeated well, and eachk day I would check the
list of patierts coming in to see about those from Compan7 K of the 26th div-
isjor. Several of m? buddies cawme in, ard I tried tp look out for them.

At St. Cloud, Christmes, 1944, wes a white one. T had made friends with
seversl nurses, and on Christmas eve I volunteeyed to give out stockings on al}
beds of petients.The nurse in one wa¥phanded me & bottle of wine which I =xxwmm

slipped in my shavtxx just @as the head hospital nurse, Major Flavin, wa lked
in. 3%@ asked me what I %ad, but I turned around quickly and said "please don 't
bother me now..T'm busy.” Sre looked at me and said "when you $inist vour gmxi:
duties, come t o my office." Jt wes late in the pvening when T went to see her
knowing that the nurse was jn deep trouble who gave me that wine, and T wss in
trouble fo» not telling Ma jov-Flav'n what I had put in my shirt, But when 7
entered her office, this 53 year old a~my nurse smiled, said "now I want you
to epioy Christmes..have a glass of e85 nogg." I couldn't. peliave my eyes and
my ears, but I sat there with a wondepfully dedicated nurse and drank egg
rogge. I went to bed afout midnight, but eav19 on Christmas morning, 8 soldier

awakered me ard said "Ma Flavin wants to see vou..she is in ward so and so,

room SO ar so..she fell tVis ropning erd broka Yy leg in the snow.," T hu-ried



to see her, She was in much pain, said she wss iungry, snd slhe said "you had
better look out for me wkjln 1'm in this fix." Thet even®ng, she sent for me
aga¥n, She sgid wass was "hupgyv as & bear" and that the sunper they hed given
her was totallv inadeqpate. "You know those bovs jn tke kitchen..you gp and
bring me back some food," Actually, for suppesy that night we had some resl good
steaks, T went to the kitchen and asked a friend to give me a stesk for Mgioy
Flavin, #e byought out a nice one, but we coulé find notking in which ti wrap
it. ¥inally, I went to tha rest room, too - & »oll of toilet paper, wrapp~d that
steak well, carried it to Maior Flavin, gdd she ate gverv nqvthfullof 1t. For
s owe da?s, T hed t25 bring extra food In o hel,
Penecillin
While workjNg in the ﬁbcéévirg & Dispositiapnoffice one nis*t, s Prench
fatper game in, “e seemed very sinc-re, wAs tes~ful as bp t~13d me thay his 1its
tle daughter wes very sick, and the doctor savs the onlv hopes fou hey 1s to get
some pengeillin, I told lnim that a doctor would have to help him and that I
woyld get in trouble if T tyied. But he was so tea~ful and so pit*ful that I
finally went to g nea»by refyigevatoy and picked pp a vial of penecillin and
gave jt to him. I never heard anvthing about it, hut had I Been caught, I sure
would heyg been in big trouble.
CIZARS

While in the hospitsl about the middle of February my Christmss packages
began to aryive, In one package from M-, Reed, president of Imperial Tobacco
company, wos a box of fine clgars. The price,ggﬂgggts’ was on the box. Now 50
cents in that day wsas a big orice for & cigar, and cigavs were vevy scarce in
the hospital. My doctor had been complaining about cheap cicars, and when T
showed him what I had and gave him a 50 cents cirap; he had a yeal fit. And
as lone as those cirars lasted, I got extra cood trestment.

Salvetion Army

Y ov several weeks I had wanted to contact my fratevnity brother apd very



close friend, Snooky Tayrall, who was close to Pmris. 7 bbd asked the Red Cyoss
to contact kim, but somehrow he 313 not srow up. finally, thre Palvation Army
captainasked me 4if he covld do anyth' rg for me. It was in the eawly rovninB
ayd T asked him to contact Tayrall. Around X¥33x one o'clock, Snooky Tayrall
showed up brinjing me 211 sorts of things such as warp sogks, candr, a sweater,
aréd he had a real burdle. He remsined jn touct by coming over about twice a

week then, The “alvatien A»my had acted swiftly and successfully.

CHRISTMAS TF FCSPITAL

T'm sure Christmas Yolds a sarmeness over many nayts o»f tre wopld. A%
Crristmaes, 1944, T wanted to ciye some 1little gift to e copple of rurses who
tad been extremelv kind to we. T found a Fyenchman wrose wife could make besu-
tifuvl co¥sages, according to him. But they were made out of wild flowers and
countyyside greenery. But he made me gzgn at five francs eack oy 50 cents 1in
our monev. They were neat, and I feel sppreciated. But after all I had no
money apd no way to do any shopping.
" In enothe- hospital episode, on Christmas eve sbout 5:00 o'clock & singing
group cake to ente~tain tre boys in the hospital. In my ward they cawe 1in and
the first song was White Christmas. The boys began crylng, the nurses were

crying too, and then the entertaimers bYegan crying. fnd all trose tears just

neturslly bwoke up the entertsinment. Trev cou’d not centinve,

There were many happy moments in the hospital and manv sad ones. T knew
trat T would be leaving for a center for reassignment. I didn't know wheye I
might be sent, but back to the 26 division wes a distirct Pessibilitv. So I
went to the center, waited all day foy my name to be called, and finally about
dark I was tlre onlg one left., A spldier working in thee menter asked me who I
was, and when I told him, he seid "a friend of vours is in chavge here; he is

off duty todeay, but I remember now that he said to send you to his room and

not to assjgn gou today. T was talken tp the voom of Segt. Nelson 3Tephenson of



Wilson M.C., & longtime friend. When he came back thet evening, re said tomor-
row we are sending out a few men to s fine outfit, Civil ansorshin Division,
and T t\{nk vou'll 1like this one, so I have held out your card. This outfit is
intelligence, and frankly, ¥'d like to be going with you. T was vyeal ﬁrateful
for Ris %indness, and he did send me to a great outfit.We referred to it as
CCD. Now CCD was involved with postoffices, radio stations, newspapers, and
wireless operstions. T was as$igned to the postesl group. T was sent to & small
town not too Farxfrom Paris wheye we went thfgugh captuved Gewman mail. Just
about every letter to a Gemman soldier had photos in it along witl a stick on
half & stick of chewing gum, oy some other little item. We divided mail into
foyr groups--business, personal, 5ovnrnment, and pgigiées. In gojng through the
mail, thkis is how I acquired the German Iyon Cross sixmx with the other medals.
I was the first combat man in this outfit and for awhile mv status seemed to
be g curiosity. We were in small groups Witk perhaps 25 soldiers on & team
slong with foreigne~s who could ¥ad srd wrife Ge-man. Trese giv]s read all
the letters for eny infoRmetion which might help th® 211ied cause. We 1lived

in Pgpench estate homes, vev¥y lavce, and we were fpd well.

In due %ime we roved up into Germany afte- ;;;;gassiqned to seveval aress
arounrd Paris., We now were with the srmy fighting agein except we did not sleep
in foxhgles, ard we were not front line troqys. We were treated well. In due
time the wer appeawved to be winding down, so in June all old bsll vplayers were
brougrt into headquarters st Pullach, Germany, near Munich. It was there that
I was called into the “olonel's office for an interview for an editoy of the
newspaper. I had no Jeurnalistic exverience, and I was sure I would ot be
tepped, but the nrxt day, the cplone] called me back and said "congratulations
you are tte editor of the newspaver." T shook my head, looked at tre colonel

apd finelly T said "Colonel, we Yave just won this way and ypu have just lost -

the pesce." Fe launhed, went over with me to th~ newsvpapey office wheve T had

more help than ane could sha®e a stick at., Ard thevein began somed mv great



newspaper experiences. I was fortunate enOugh to male the bsll team, and we
won the Third Army championship.On dur post we had only 150 soldfers apd
around 1,600 women, sg~s 18 to 25, who weve theve t® yead evébﬁ,Ianguage in
the world, T was assignod an SS German officer who would gyeb tho ash tvev
esch time o cimeratte wss put out, take the ciparette butt, wash the twvay,and
put jt back,

Munich is at the foot of the Alps mountains whick W& could see in the dis-
tance. They were beagutiful.Bullach wes s yillage built for the SS officers,
ard the homes each hed brass name plates indiceting whose feome it was. At
first I 1lived in tjpe home of Genersl Heyms whom I never knew sbovt., Later I
moved to a dormitory adjacent to the newsnaver office.That weatker there was
truly cold beginging abopt fctobar 1. Heinrich fimmler's home, three stories
above ground and three underground, a majestic mansion, was usgd as our head-
quarters.

Many wonderful experiences were gained theye. Ho*ng to Bertescaypten, to
Dgeohau, and to other places of intevest were mogt meskihgful.

CFARLFS (CYUCK) KEPLFR

One of the great chayacters I hava ever known was “hucl: Kehler. Fe was the
shortstop on the ball team and T was the second baseman, W@ became fast Rxkagrs
friends, yen around torethey oM our smaJi base, ate together in #he evening,
ard in Zeneral we were veyy close. In addition to bejng edito~, I bhad seversl
other duties such as Specisl Service Office¥, Frovost Marshall, end ball play-
er. As special service officer, I was taken to task sbout not setting enter-
teinment to ou¥y ' smell post. It was those 1,600 girls who were protesting. It
so heppendd that (fjeneral Patton had absolutely forbidden fraternization with
Germans, and that meant no dancing. But we had all those girls anrd on five
succ~ssive Sgturday nights we hsd Glen Miller.'s orchestra to pday foy ws. And
truly we were thy 0617 outfit in tre Third Armv that 1 knew about which could
have such & dance.

Dur’ng the evening while the dance was in n vess, T noticed tha% duvin
= hL] Ying




several numbers Chuck Kehler would be »laying some instrument and ususlly he
would sing & song or two before the @&vaning was over. But that really did not

excite me. Chuck was such a talented ?ouq man in so many areas that T just

accepted it,

"Cruck,what
One evening we weye in my newsvpaney office talkimng and Y asked X&krxzk,

did vou do in civilian 1ife"? He said "you know, vou have never asked me and T
have wondered why.” T said "well, I'm esking yod now." Fe said "I am going to
give you three cuesses before I answey." So I said "you were with thke FBI." He
seid "oh no, guess again.” J ssid "%ou taught criminolegy in Sone college." He
said "vou sre gettires colder 8ll the time..guess agai-." T said "you had charge
of security for some corpovaetion." [e sa*d "gou ate hopelgss." T reminded him
that I had made thr-e guesse-, so I sg?*d "just wrat did you do in civilian
1life"? Fe replied "T plaved the t¥ombone in LesxxBrown's ovchestra." I said

"well, that's & coincidence..I knew about Les in collece " Wb lpoked at me

and said "did you go to Duke"? I replied "Chuck, you never asked me."

CHAMPIQVMSFTIP ZAMES

We played the army world series with th~ tesm fron Offenbasch, Germary, The
first two games were at our place, the next three at =mmr their kome ground,
and tren we'd come back to ?ullac}\ov«Munich.On that fi»st game which we Tpst
by a score of 1-0, we were told that at least $75,000 were bet on the pame.
We won the second game, ard then in Offenbach, we won all three games and thn
chempionship. We had ouy own bus in which we travelled and a German mechanic
whor we called Hank was thkg chauffeur.Fe stayed on the bench and helped with
whatever matters arose during a €§ma. As T was waitige iq the batter'f box to
to up for my turrn et ba#t, I noticed Henk collecting money from some German

spectators. Now 15 minutes before game time, Geymans were let in and threy
came from everywhere. I was puzzled by what Hank was dojng collecting money. XK
The batter had fouled off a ball over the backstop/ Aftap my turn st bat, T

asked Chuck how Hank was operatin=. Chueck sayd "he tells those Gevmans thag



g batter has three chances to hit, ajd he befs thew that the batter w'll hit
the ball. T said "shucks, Jack fouled off the piteh and it went over the back-
stop.”" Chuck says "it doesn't weke any difference, fair or foul, if that ball
is bhit anywhere Fank collects bis bets.2"
TEF™ DOCTOR

Ve had 2 doctor on our post, and he seemrd to lack common sense. One day he
brought a list of 16 girls fn to me O™ the newspapeaR ahd he said "these 16 =ix>
girls have venereal disease, ard I want Teu to publislh thwe names in the news-
vaper so that we will not have the disesse spreed.” T told him "}ou know T'm
not going to phblisk any suck Yist. R pave me a havrd time, and he went to the
colonel sbout my refusal. The calonel backed me up. In a few minutes I saw
Chuck XKehler walkine along the path by my office with one of those 16 girls. I
called RAim, but he pretended not to hear me., I went out, grabbed him by the

neck, gave him a good swift kick in the rear, and brought him in my office and
showed him the list. He wes most grateful.
CUT DOWN TOO MUCH

On another occasion w& received a story fyom a second lieutenant who had
been @iven the byonze stay. The sto-y was sbout three pages long, and this re-
porter brougtt i1t to me. I said "cut it down..thre® vages ap~ a{l ot of yeas-
on." Well, he cut it down 8ll rjgrt to about two or thyee lines. It read "Sec-
ong Lt. M\ Grassovich was awerded the bronze star foy me~itorious sarvice whils
sitting st 2 desk in England." The bottom dropped out on me. That solidey was
very med and upset. I went to the colonel and said "colonel, vou £ot me into
this mess..now help me get out." He sajd "well, I think wou gave him more space
thar he deserved.,.but vou find some soldier who has had s real toughkx wey to

go in the aymy and pley him up in tomorrow's vpaper apd let's see what hanpens.'

I found & buck privéte by tho neme of Simon. (I cannot reeall his first




name) Now Simon was a8 college graduste, Duke University just as T wes, awd he
had been in the army fov-three years. Nb was severely wounded in tre Hurtgen
Forest, lay out trere for three days before they could get him out, and this
young men rad never received a promotion, nor. any :;iiii not thepurple hgart RE
nor the Good Conduct Medal. Vle played up the storv, and it brought results. Fis
papers sAitd that he wag to be given no duty which required %im to stend on his
feet. His feet were frozed in Hurtgen Ferest.

About 40 minutes after the paper cameout, I recelved a call from s general
in Munict. e seid "can wou verify whet yor heve in your story todevy"? T said
"yes sir, peneral, every word of it." He then asked "wheye s Privats Simon
now"? T said "I can see him out mv window..he's walking guard duty out the¥a
in the snow.” The =enersl said "my %od, walking guard duby when h= is not sup-
posed to Wwe on ris feet..go get him off now." I said "general, when it comes
tz getting him B8ff guard duty, you had better talk to someone else." Fe then
said "well, I'11 be out the»e with*n tha hour." He came, met m@& at the office,
went out and telked to Private Simon, came back and seid to me "I just don't
believe this can happen in the Americen army..this boy ‘i a fine soldler and
he deserves better." The next dag he was made assistant manazer of the divis-

ionsl PX and given the rank of First Sefigeant.

VISITORS
When visitors came to ouyr post, they usually came by the newspap~r office
for information. We had several of them, and one day this very sttractive lady
cewe. into my o fice, Now my affice was was about 10 feet wide and 25 feet
lorg. My desk was at the back with some chaiws in frent of tre desk. Th's Jaav .
was sizting down in frorlof m? desk facing me wrer a sergeant by t“» name of
Koffenbureger brgan motioring fepv me te come to th- door, I did, asdp ¥e said

can't
"F krow trat giyl you are telkiwg with, but I mam think of Yer name.. T know

T Know per because I had s date witik heyp whern we were on Tennesse maneuvers..l
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know Jer becsvse s> has the prettiest legs T evér saw on any womsn,"
T said "seygeart, come on in kefe and meet hey sgein..she'Jl be glad to

see you." So I sortg pushed him-up front and I said "this sergeant sayy he had

e dete witt ?om when he was on Tennesse meneuvers and he wants to renew you¥

acquaintance...Miss Marlene Deitrich mey X present Sergeat Koffenburder." Im-

mediate17 the sermaart throw yp his hands and said "my pod, my god, Marlene

Deitrich, and e tried to set out of tre room, but hevy chair had him blocked.

Shte got & big Wck out of it, awd the three of us had a nice conversation.

————— - —————— - - —

THE CHAPLAIN
We had an army chaplain assigned to us by th~ name of Duenow. He was a fine
gentleman, ahd we atl held rim in hﬁgh regard. In due time we weye notified
that we eould g2t ap alcohol w¥efioning on duP'Post. Wo had to send 8 truck out
Jo set it, and an officer would have to be aboayd. The cglorel sap? "let Chavn-
lain Duenow sls®be pu~ liguor boss..send him each month to get our wation.”

So Zhaplain Duenow read4ly agreed, snd that settled thr matteY.

JAPAN SURREANDFERS

Wher Japan suryvendered, I tkought we'd take 2 holiday on éhe newspaper, but
the colonel felt differentlv. So we put togeth~r a newsnapey, eyd I wrote s
very shoyt @ditorisl. Tt so happened that it was judged the best editorial on
\-J Pey, and T was supposed to eet a trip to Switzerlend which I never took.

Latey the colonel celled me in and he said "I think 7ou ought to go to

Nuremburg for the trials of tR- Nazis, and J}1 make avyrangements for you." I
wanted 7o go theve, but I also kept hoping that my time would come to £o kpme.
Avd nﬁ time to go home came Before th-~ t-ials,

err—derwhtite—FwrstsK nr 8 shower & Srreeart care in to-$all me that mv



BXREXEXRAG X REERXRXEE XXER IT IS RUMORFD

Cn gur 1ittle newspaper, daily T wrote & column entitled "It Ts Rumoped.”
Now most of whst was said there wss made up end too ridiculouvs to &nvone to
beligve., But usually out of five or six pumo~s, one oy two of them would have
some substance to thpm.
It so Ye-p-nod that T had s close friend in hesdquarters in Aunich. Fe
cut the Third Army orders, and deily I wopld call him fo¥ any scoop thag he
might know,

In my column one day it read "it is yumo-ed that Cenersl Patton will be
relieved of Yis cormand of the Third Army." Suye enough he was rélieved.
The ﬁext day the column said "it is rumored tha* Teneral Lueius Clay
will be named new Third Army Commander.” And Generel Clay wss named.
The nxt day the colurm said "tre~ first ovder given bv General Clay will
be to absndon these doggone helmets end any leggings. Sure enough, i1t he~mened.
Nobody seemd to suspicion that my friend in Munich was supplying pe with
this information, but they were payinc sttention to that column. Then the col-
onel care n witt a little statement. If read "anthing appearing in the colurm
'It Is Pumored' shoudd be takem as yumoy on\7 and not as fact."
LT. BROWN
A group of the girls on oy post came into my office to jump on me because
we had no tickets for the QRockelts who were appearing in Munich. T did not even
know where the special servigce office for the Third Apgy was locsted, so I
called »y friend in Munich and he told me that it was a Lt. Brown at some
artilleryunit the othev side of Munich. So the neyxt mgening I set out to find
Lt. Brown, and after a long search he was fouRd. T told him that T would like
to have sore Recke# tickets, and he saic "Rockets tickets..haye 7ou lost vouy”
mind...here you are botrering me about Rocket ticket¢ and my colonel is slap-
ping ne Jard ebout holding & dance fhtnﬂda7 night..now where inthe hell can

i get ary women for a dance"?

T 981d To ¥im "Lt. T11 gt vpu a women foy @very Rocketrticket You let




me have.’ P% looked 2t me and said "aye you some kinda nut..will 7ou tell my
colonel just what you havg_tcnd mexx "? I said "certsinly..how many tickets
can vou find"?

Fe took me in to his colonel and said to him "“olonel t'is £ellow is either
cre 2y orhe's able to help us greatlv," T then told thq cnl-nel of my vpYopos-
ition, a xkm gir] for everv Rockety tjcket. I tpld him thet we had 1,600 pirls
on ouf~ fwst and tha they could not leave the Post except with an s~med sol-
dier." That colone?! looked mkX at the liertenarnt sand said "what the hell aye
you stand/yg there fovr,,pget 2 moye on you end gpt this men some Recketf tickets
now." They called a grazyv of men togother, went around and (n abéut an hzar he
came back withr 53 Ryckette tickets.

They want~d thr B3 girls for Sgturday night. T posted a notice outside the
newspaper office and 1t seaid the fiygt 53 signing up would go. In the meantime
Lt. B-own ceme over to see ouV post, and from then on until I left, he ate
sunpey with us sbout twice a week. Wher anythins came along im Munich, he
took good care &f us. He even sent 1,500 paivs of skiis to us once gn a big
truck. We just placed trem outside for anyone who wanted a peivw to nick trem
up. During the season snow ski trains Yan eacr Sunday.

BLACK MARKET

While taking a s‘ower in late Nevember a serceart cawe in tp §b7 that my
orders to come ‘ome had come thwyauglh _and the colonel wamrted to see me. T wens
over anNd he said "I'm going to awyange aly trarsportation for you..vou are the
first one of us to be 1eaving." I meall7 didn't want to fly home, but tI could
not afford to b= ung¥eteful, so I thanked him. Hesaid "F wisk vou would stay
here a few days to get th- newsnapew- turnover settled d@own. I agreed. Then be
asked me "have you ever considered mafins the armv your career"? He gave 8 1lit-
tle ﬁftch about the advantarces of the avyry career. I told btim that I had been

contacted sbout a job as a foreign corgespondent, and it seunded good. But

thery I said "colonel, I want o Wpe fafv with vou..if T were offevecd fGenersl




Eisenhower's job or the opportun;ty to go kome and yesume rmy life as a tobacca
buyer, T'd teke rome.” e smiled and seid "you've answered every question n

the book."

BLACK MARKET COVTHYUED
Tt was agreod that I would legve for éme on Sundsy, Dacember 1. On Fri-

day, November 29, about 4:30 o'clock a yunngy dsme into my office and said "the
colonel wants to see you immerdistely..he savs come armed.” I thought that he
had riven me th~ craziest order X8 T7'd ever heard., But T had s 1littl~ snub
nosed pistel wikich I were at timgl undev my coa¥é and it sovt & £itted nicely
under my avm. "hep I walked over the hesdguartevs, twp guards with bagnnets
fixed stopp-d me syd ssked "what §s vour busipess keve"? T ssid "what the heck
is tris..you boty\know me..tra colonal said fovme to come over reye." Then a
#perd said "he's asked vou and about 50 others..go on down to %dom 033..the
Colonel is there." T didn't evep have my dogtags on, apd as I walked into the
colenelfs offjce, he sa®d "] know 7ou'r° going réma Sundav, but I knew you'd
want to be in on this..I'm making voukx hesd of one patyol,..we're doing some-
thing tonigrt about the black market..we jpust try to bveak it wp." B2 showed
me a map, sald we were to go to an old‘German bar¥acks out in s pine thicket,
surrouné it, enter the,front, turh ¥vght , run to the last door on the right,
and there we should figd 8 big black werket opmratov in his sample room, He
gave gy eight men including two counter intelligence men. I said "Colonel,
here I do want to get bome safely and you're sending me on this now." We 1aft,
ay¢ we syncronized our watches. Fach man was grven a distint¥ assigrment, and
we stopped our vehicles about 2 quapbter off s mile fyomthe baryack and walked.

We care to #he flacg and at exactlv 8:00 o'clock a seygeant 2d I wyan into
the building, turhed yight, rar to tpe last d-or aﬂﬁ_it was locked. The big

240 pound serg~art knocked it down and in that room was s lown@ [e~man who said

he had been in a concertration camp for six years. We told him to give us the




keys to the sample boxes survounding the room. They look~d like coffins stand-
Aina up ondways. He refused pntil the sergcant workad Rim ovey a bit. ffe then
turned over the keys. In those 29 coffin 1like boxes were serples g all types
of militeyy clothing, Ameyicen of couyse. One box had silk hose and women's
undergarments, srother had dentsl equivment, another shoes, anotke¥ choice
whifgkies, another soesp avd pe@fume, and othey ayticles which could not be
bought at home. He t01d us thet he had made $50,000 per rontlh for the past six
rontts out of concentration camp. We radioced back to the colonel to send truck:
to remove the sammle boxes. Ue advised ys to leay two men there to guard the
room but to bring the prisoner back to him. Ye said he would dispatch the
trucks immediately. When we aveived back the colonel was nleased, but he sagicd
"Ashley, one patrol jaes messed up and gone to the wrong place...you teke youy-
rmen and go to such and such a house in the area awd bring the man there back %«
here..he's a big operator too." T shook my l'ead and said "colonel, waking up a
fellow at one o'clock in the morpning is not & happy thousht. J hove he does
not have one of those German burp guns.” We went s o~deyed, brousht back “he
man, sré about 4:00 AN the colonel said "go get some sleep now"and Pe smiled.

It was & welcome ovder., Tt was “aturdas morning, my Tast full dav with CCD.
7

LAST DAY & NIGYT YNITH CCD
On Saturdsy morning things at ttre newspaper were quiet. I sat down apd
wrote a farewell message to the ?eonln with whom I had been associated. That
evening a party was held witk champagne, and my close friends weve there. It
is hard to seay goodbye to fellows with whewm you have stood side by side in wan
It becomes ever havder when vou realize thét you'll never see most of them
again. ?%e tears began to flow. My teawmmates were there, and in a small way

it was & touching affair,

The colonel had said e would have his jeep 8t my room at 5:00 AV to

tele m~ to the Junich Aiyport. At 5:80 AM the jeep was there, but snow wss




coming down in sh@ets and there was at l~ast six inohesvalready on tfve ground.
Tt was “Yecember 1, and py thoushts thenweye t o gt rom~ by Christmas. The g&xk
driver took me to ths aiyport ard it was warm and comfortable inside. Fo plangg
weye Comins in or taking off. The snow was coming down as ha»d and fast as I
had ever seer it. As thr morring kours passed, more and more soldiers arrived
but still no planes were i the ajy. About 1:00 PMhover the loudngaker system
it wes ennounced thet "we shgll try to get one plsne out..we need a voluntesr
crew.,s pil@t, co-pilot, borberdegr, and e navipgetor. Bijnally the fou~ man
crew had volunteerred, and then camp the snpovncement "anv vassangeys wishing
to volunteer £o flv on tinis Paris flighkt, revovt to suck and suc% a window."
On17 thres of us reported out of several rundred soldiers in the building. We
took off all right, sot shove tre clouds, and 1t was & smoott flight to Paris,
But over Par‘s we were stacked up at 0?19 Airport for an hour and a half. I
was afraid trat we would collide with another plane up there, but finally came
our order to land. I was sitting tlheve with thg vpilot on this C-47. He told me
to look fgr tres lights en the runway. The snow wes still falling, end we were
about 30 feet above the yunwav before I could see those lights. We landed, and
we were told immediately that all fliglts wele grounded, So T was stuck in
Paris.The pilot took out his handerkerchief, mopped his brow, ard he said Rkkx=
"trat is tre first time I rave ever done that kind of landine." T ssked him
how 0l1d he was and how long ke ked been overseas. fJe said he was only 20 and
he had just arrived in Munich three wepks brfore. I told hm I was gled he did
not tell vme sll that while weve weve stacked up over the aiyfield,

Having worked at the hospital and with t}e boys et the yasilroad sfpation,I
rad mede friends with several of them. I Wit out for St. Lazarre station. Tuck
ily, a friend wss on duty. Me seid "theye's a train gwming out to Camp Ferbert
Tavryton at 16:00 o'clock topight. 7ou know the secret passageway, so go to

track 18, climb aboard and wait..we have st least 10,000 soldiers trying to

get to some coast camp kere.” In the meantime I had yun into & big tenk man
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hoping to get %o Fsi Bragg also, so we wgrnt together through the secyet passage
wey and then to twa~k 18 aRd glimbed aboard, At 10:00 o'clock when they let the
chans down, I thought they would take thket train off the tracks. But 600 were
assigned‘to maee that trip. The tank men and T made 602, The boys in the office
had given me a chocolate ba», F divided it witr my friend and with a colonel mk
who came into thr compartment wheye we wepre. He thought we had beenassigned to
that car, sp Re did not gquestion ouy yyesence.

When we srrived st the train station neay the camp, we walt-d until tre
otrers had cligbed aboard trucks. Then my friend and I got aboard the last
truek. We t51d thr drivew we did not belong witr that group and wé asked kim to
hélp us. He was o.k. and We put us out at s ppint, told us to take thaj woods
patR until we ceme to some bavyracks. Fe safd that wes the casual ayea. We took
that path, saw g light, followdd it, came to the ovdevl7 yoom sbuut 4:00 AM.

A sergeamt wass asleen theye, but we weke him up. Instead of heing mad, he seem-
ed pleased, and ke geve us blankets, toofus to a small hut with about six empty
teds. pe said byeak“ast would ba serv-d Until 8:00 AM, pe ssid he would awakewm

us at 7:45 so we could hpyrrv and grt byrakfast. Tyuly, he went out of his

way to help vus. Fe came in at 7:45 to awaken us. We hurried to breakfast, and
when we got b-ck to the hut, he hWad made a fixe for uvs. Ve said "now fellows,
T have cha-ge of placing casuals aboard depesrting ships. If you stick close by
me, I'll have you on a ship within the week.I rad alreadv had sll wy shots, but

-

I had nothing to prdve it, so thev made me take them again, Three days aater
abtout 5:00 PM over the loud speaker my name was called to yenort to the Crderly
Poom tmmediately rqady to ship out. My frierd and I were thevmg in & hurry. At
5:50 o'clock 7§ climbed aboard a Yictory skip. At 6;00 o'clock we ate a8 good
hearty meal. At 6:30 T lost that mesl, and foe tre mext eight davs I was so

seasick I could not get. Finally we ap»ived at Boston havbor. A big shin came x

up bPesgside purs witr e big sign on tike side wrich gqead "well done boys..welcome

fome.” We left ship, entefed a wayelhguse, weve given two do-pubs and & cap of



coffee. We walked across that warehjgse f1Por to the reilrosd tracks where a
train was to cavy7 us to (;mp Miles &i;gg;iix in @@odn‘island._}t was faylw
morning still. Jt was slﬁqtinq putside, ayd @ b)anknt of snow was gn the mExzux:
ground., Three davs later we wgre 5iven orde~s to bospd 8 tyasin for ['t. ﬂ"aga.
We bpayded trat tpsjip but in W%skington D.C. we woye tcld that we wopld ba
delaved fgv ejight hours. But thg the Tamjami was due, we found out, so my RExx
friend ehd ¥ 1eft the troop tve,n, caught the Famlami, weyp cursed out by the
corductor tpcause we had no tick-~ts a@d no train ordexs to show him. But we
talked pack, told him we had just gotten back fvom ove-seas, that we were try-
ing %o got h@we foy “reistmad, and he did soften up right much. Tn fact, he
seemed sorry for what he had said to us earliev.

About 2:00 AM we rode through Wilson N.L. and T saw 8 couple of policemen
staddirr theve whom I had known over tve years. The train did not stop tlrere.
We arrived at Fay~tteville ald then to Ft. Bpagg about 4:00 AM¥, We were gilven
bunks aad %told that we'd have to wait our turn fo- discharse. I Par into Blin-
ky Bullock in the same baryscks, and we stayed togethegr until dischavee. My
tank men had to go to another area foy his discharge, Some six davs later, my
name was on the list for discra¥yre. When | got to Kje assigned Plece, I was
given &y physicel apd told trat my blood pressu-e wes low and that T whould go
to 8 rospitel for & few days. I protested strongly and told ttem 1t was low
when they took me in. Part of mv yeco~ds weyes lost, but threv ap?aventlv had
some records there. The doctoy cape back add he said "you're right..it wss low
when you came in." Then at the desk I was told that it requiyed 85 points for
a disctavge. Since my records weve no®t & 11 there, he said "you go Yome for a
monthy's furlough, enjoy “hristmas, srd come beck lhere on January 18," T asked
him bow many points it took for a dischargey and ¥ said "55 points." T asked
him bow many could he figure with tAe Paﬂtial reco~ds that IJhd. [ figur-d =x

awhile 5-d e said "I don't belirve it..yor have 55 with only half youwr rmEzxd

recods. " J said to “im "pl-sse glve me_my dischayge now awd a#ter T'w gone




you figure out th~ yest of thr stovy.” He smiled, and said "OX,if that is what
you want." Fa wrote ,t out, geve it to me, and I wss given the familiax rup-
tured duck. I made my way out of the post to thg bus station. Theye wss no bus
going to Wilson until about 8:00 o'clock that night, Mo tyains weye qoinq out
either trat I couldmx catch. I decidrd to wait it out at the bus station. I
rescred Wilson about midnight, got 2 taxi to drive me jomg. Theye was & small
light in tre hall st home, the droy wos locked, but 1 knocked, Ard my mothery
came to the door. She knew I was homa bacause shhe Fad jee~d 1t ovey radio, but
she was unvprepared for my avyrival ot mndnigkt. Ske had a8 heart attack Yight
ttere. She a}fggdq had a yery Yad heart. She yemained in bed the‘ngxt dav, but
she was soon Lp agein. She lived about two vears. It wes Yecembar 19, 194£ianﬁ

I was ome fo~ Christmes. It was a happy day.

MY GREATEST ARMY STORY--DAN MAHANEY

A young sgldier and T were talking as the sleet and rain beat down on us.
It was just before the bombardment. Danny asked me if § ever prayed. I said

"

"yes, Danny 3 pray often.” He asked "what do you pray for"? Maybe T did not
answer him dirsctly, but I said "flanny, I've gt to get through this war some-
how, I've got to get back home; there's so much T want to do..Ifve just pot
to get home safelys omehow," |

He looked at me and said "me, T'm ready to go; I prayed 81l night that
a shell would cpme and get me...L can't stand this any 1onger..T want to go,
and I've orayed that it might happen." Within a matter of s few minutes, it
did happen.'ﬂanny Mghaney was dead. A shell killed him instantly. Looking at
that mutileted body, T kngw his prayer had been answered.

SADDEST DAY

I pguess the saddest day of my mother's 1life was the wworning I left in

WW IT fow Ft. Bragg and tke army. As she prepared breskfast for me, oatmeal,

orange iuice, toast, and cofffee, the tears were streaming down her eyes. And
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my tears were plentiful too. She was in very poor health., As T was ready to
leave for the postoffice, I went into tjpe bedroom and kissed my nephew who
lived with us, Jimmy Geiney who was asleep. My sister Agnes was up and T kiss-
ed her. Then I shook hands wijth mv father. Then I gave my mother a good hug
and kiss. I walked out the door sand down the stre~t. And T never looked back.
T knew 1t would be harder on my rother if I looked back snd waved and it would

have been harder on me too. T puess 1t was my mother's saddest day.

REPFAT

Many years later Rachel and I wouvld take our son, Ashley Brown Futrell J»,
(Brownie) to Duke University to enter there. We spent cgnsideyable tjme unpaclk
ing his belonginhsxx and carrying them to the poom. We had him settled and we
were readv to leave. I put my arm around him, hugggd rim, and said goodbye
ard walked down t'e hall--and I never looked back. I probably could not have
seen very well anyway because of the tears. His college education had begun.
Three years end nine months later his mother and I would go back for his grad-
uatjon. We were extremely proud end he graduated with academic honors. And now
he would come hom~ to enter the family buaminess with us,

Rachel and I were proud that we were financially able to send him to col-

lege. 'n my own day, I had to work)scrape, miss meals for lack of money, do
without books, and in general "hang on" in a depression. In 1933 upon my own

graduation, T was unable to get a job. Timas were extremely criticsl.




