
TRl' A,1L.ITA RY 

:; so we ll remembp'" De ce J"1bl"'r 7, 1 941 , a .:)urd " y . T w'"'rr. t:J t ' " movip a r: d 

arourd 5:00 pm wher J camp hom~, ~v mothp", said Pearl Earbo~ had ~pp n attacked 

a :, d c1e stroypd. She sa id it me;ant waT' wit h t r- r Ja na nese. She read tea"'s in her 

eyes, a n d I knpw w~a ~ she was t reirkin ~ . 

As t:me nassed a ''" d more and morE" of ry fri"rd s were Aither drafted or vol-

un t e- red, T felt t~at so~nh ow I rpoded to RO to o . ~V mo t hi'll' add f ather werE" 

gettirr- f e ehle , arod t hpy v,€pde d me, but t~is w'F1s way, I VJ as s~nr:le, a nd so in 

Septembpr, 1943, i went to ~J o "'fo lk a,...o ,ioin,ed t he navy . I was sent h ome and 

told t ha t I wo~l~ bo called within 90 ~ a v s and t ha t I wo r l rl nrobab~, b o sent 

to (;roat La l{n s fo!' na~.'al t"'ain~ r.r . On tre 8 7th day I r o c8ivpd a lette"'" sa9- r.g 

that a mistake had beer J"1adp, tha ' I Vias colo!' blir.d , a'V'S trat t r e navy cou le 

not accept me. I was told , to '0 t o Raleigre fo~ a new examirat 1 0n arod if tho 

sarle p roble m st~ll pxiste rl , I wO~1 1 d b e di.scQa ':'f?;ed . :1 went to R6Je~fji, was dis­

charp-ed, ar.d I went across the hall and volunte~"'j'ed in th'" a;~'mJ ' J was dee-pl y 

w"r r ipd nACa1.' Se a c o loY bli rod tobacc o b uyey woul~ alwa ~s 'tit:.. jn t"foublp . ~y 

f at he"'" was a r. optome.tT'iS't a)"d r." did not know I wa ~ c o lo -r · bl'l~d.I felt t \1a t if 

ImpeV'ial Toba cco Company f:Jun d :1t ::)U t, I wo u l c'J be in depp troubl e t)-ere. 

In volunteerin g 1~ thp aYnf , J was swo~ro i n, s' vpn a quick exaJ"1inatio n , 

t ol d to go tome and I w:Ju l d be ca ~led in a few da ys. Th ~n I ~ ot a letter say-

ino: that voluntep'4"s woul e' in the? futuVe- g:J w:it~t ~ next 3'V'"01.1"p of d~ftees :fl1~l 

fr:Jm '?1 (;Ount~T . So on J auna"' y 23,1943, I go t 2.lf at 5:00 MI~ , my mother p: a~7e me 

a brpak -' ast :Jf ostmeal, toast, e g~ , ~d coffee • .:3 h e was shedding bitter tears, 

a r. d I felt tears runnjng down ~ chpeks also. After breakfast, I told them 

goodbye, walked out of our home, never looked back, a nd walked to t ~p postof­

fice, some three blocks away. We left fOY P'o-rt Braf,g shortl" afte ..... 6:00 AM. 

At Brags, I was given my unifo r ms, took my i7a"'jous s~ts, was call"d out 

at 4: 0 0 A)/\ fo"" duty whi.le await ir& foY ar assignme nt t" ta \(e basj,c tr9j, n~n~. 

} was aut omaticall y, n lace d ln a ro officer tva~ntn~ ~oun. 

Ore nip:ht ab (")ut R:OO :) 'cloc k as.I l:::lok"'o 01.1t tb=l ba~cll-s,,,,,al)\ wa.JI co1W.nr: 



dowr. i'r'l torrents . A military gua " d was stardjn~ out there in t~ rair , and his 

walk seei'l&lVery fam51iar . T thought I r8cognizp. d t r: at walk, so I wAnt t8 thQ.. 

door ahd yelled "Rat!!, a nickname for a fam ou s base.ball plaYA'Y Thad knowr. wel' 

in years gon p by . SurF! pnour:rv, it wa t)urgpss -ij~i tehpad, ~l't"Iat sAcond 'beSA1'11an 

:'or t hp. old Few York G-iar.ts. 1I'hen hp. was f@..lie..ved, ~e {arne t o thl'l har'9'8cks and 

we ta Jked unt51 tr- n ligh ts we ,., t out . ThA nl2-xt ~o1j'ninr.:, he w as in cb arr:e of 

wor,k deta ~ Is, a'VM be ca 1.10 d mv namp, '!JaV8 mp his room kAY, to 10 m'" togo tbe r~ 

and tf='t s ome sleer . J was gre"'n a r.d s ome what af:-ajd to h ',nak yules, but I went 

to ~s ~oom as I was told. 
, 

Ab8ut a weel<; lat<>"7 , four of I' S weY'0- r.;ivAn o..,.de's to veoort tel (;amp Croft, 

S . C. foy-basic tra)nln§. In trat g"'oup w(lY'e Elmo"'e CRoney ) Packney , all Amer ­

ica r. football r-laypY' at Duke UniveC'sity, 'D>l2fl viil son. 1~.r,. State fullback, and 

\"'harlie Ngrris, Tennessee end, a nd myself. We four b"came extlC"81'11ely clo se 

frler.ds in basic tra:ning • 

..:ban Wilson was stricken w~than ilihness, ard hetalle~ 1"'1e dUY"ng trro nip;ht 

to say he was freezin~ . I too~ my blankets ~ff a ~d put trnm over ~~, t hA n I 

calle('l F'a ckney a nd we plJt 'V\is "': lankets on ~'m also . It was SatLffday n5q r t a rd 

we had Sunday Dff • .ijaclmp.y and I wert t o tbr. hasE'>, ~snital a1"d +;01d an officer 

tha1 we had a srck soldie..r in tk:a barracks . fre of{t ce-r made light cpf what we 

said, but we insistpd that he was ~al sick, so ar. ambulance was disnatched to 

br2ng YQm to t~ rospita). About fou~ rou's late~, a squad of soldiers de ~ cene· 

ed upon our barY'acks t o qua'ant 4 n<> it --Don Wjl son had spinal reninr.;ltis . With-

in two weeks about five othe"'s i~ t~a bar~cks fell ou t wi t h the s ame i l lness . 

'inally, hackney and I we~e o~dered to t~A hosnital for t e sts . We staye~ there 

fO'r'-IO c151Ys, a~d j n a confe~nce, we weye told tta t we Wel"'e absolu -<-; ely immune 

to spinal meningitis . 

At t he erd of basic t~8ining, PacknAY was suffering f""om v8ricos<> veins , 

8'1\d v.e was dischaT' C'Ted . Don W; ls on ~d fallen C1\:1t of our com .-, an?, bnt afteY' thA 

wa~ he 1.1sed to s t ap by thp ~ilY r;tews lllCcas,onally to s~ m~ He was a sales -
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man. I nnve~ knew what hanpenad t~ Cha~lie ~arris. I f layed baseba'l on the 

Ca~p C~oft team. Tn July ~ was sent. to Clemson c o lle~c fo~ a se~iesRx of 

exams, w~itt'1 r a~' d o .... a1. F ad J ~,nown what was to follow, ] w011 1f! r.avp triod 

to f':et el:minated. SomehoVJ out " f SClme 2,000 in trn orig::.nal r;V'oun, T was amonS' 

th~ fj.na 1 17 crose n to f,o to }hrva ~ Un i ve rsit,r fo"" stud y. J thought j t wou 1,.:1 

b~ 8d"anc~d F1(8::Jch a nd r.1tlit8~Y g::>vernmflnt, h · t it was tiJ'VI~se . :- was told 

qd.ckl '- t'-at a Southern boy could. t'1Cl t learn Chi , ,"'!sP r"ca11s'" WI" snok" 7r'1. "'1ono­

te'Yrel. 1-said "Dr Chou, 7;ho decision ~s t~ army's, t'1ot ~t')I" . " 

~h e wo!'k was p.xt)'emely ha"u, very a c cele,atpo, a t'1d al!""ast more that'" a bUMan 

be~ng toulc bear. 

At }:larva7d the arrlY had a yule t ha t at holida, (leriods, :.f one lived more 

than 600 miles from home, bn co~l~ nClt ~ pt lea ve. At Thanksgiving we had t4me 

off, but I had to ~e~a:n at schClol al Cl ng with three others 5~ the 120 man 

sc'ttClol weve we re assigned. About ~:OO M, we we'r'e sleep-ns, a :: d a knock came on t 

t ~p doCl!' . It wa s a n army Clrder directing t he four of us to ~o to a ceYtain hal] 

it: t h"l Harvard Yard at 10: ')0 0'c1 8ck t ') help wtbh some yractice. Grudr;inp.;ly, 

we went. But when th=- man i n c 'Wlr ,,:e said t Cl one.. of 1.1 S fly-OU r"'present vice 

Preside:-t Trur.Jan,"tCl anoth8Y-, "yOU l'enresent Senator SalstClnstall" , to another 

" ?OU r ,"' prese nt General Yarshall", and Sa> o~ T said t o my fe.llow sClldie~s, '1]'01..1 

rea1:\z~ th5.s j s no cl\ic'..{en occasi ~n t"a t Wf'; a'f!p here.. t e)~8cticp . rf SCI :r wet'+; td!!! 

t'tte man in c ha""r-:e and asked him if w~ c8u ld attend t~~noxt da'T. 1ijP. said "I'm 

rl"al sorry •• this place sea 'ts onl~T 167 reopl~ a nd €"ve.,. ii; hing 1s alr"'ad'9 w::)'rked 

out, bv t 14 I can figure a way for '70U to attend, I'll send you tickets . " He 

took down our addre s s, wp le'ft tJ.t:\~in.g,it was all ovev-. But next morning 

a gaj n about 8:~0 o'clock a ytinnerknocke~ on the door . WEi had 8 seal~ m'ilitarJ 

letter fo;' me. I sip;ned fClY it, a~ opennd it careful.ly . There we re f~ tick ­

kpts inside wit",sV1'--ensyave d i r vHati ::m wk<ch Yead "to awa~d th '" dep:ree Clf doc · 



monw w~:),111d.. tav,e pla 0.p at 10: 00 o'clock . ~N''len wo a"'rjved at t ' P ,#9:\('~a"'d Yard , 

trere w~ tr~us ands of fe~:lP l" all ay-ound , but m)).ftar.i p;uards wo~ld lpt no one 

jnsidp. w:th~ t an invitati~ . \p. s r owed ou'(' inv:: tat:ions and we weY'e pa ssed ~_m -

lI'ediatel, . Thf2.- or ders told us t :) whom to l)'(i!.port, and we did . On~ of OUT' four 

escort,..,d r1r~ Chu rchill , t wo we"'e i n "" __ T . vhu T'c hi ll's honor r.:ua-rd , ano J was .-

assi g,r.ed t1\e task of escortinr- t hlZ-d a llgh te" ~rY' Chu rch, 11. 

A"'". Crurch il l mado one of l\is famou s sP~gc~Vl . Co vent"'~ r ad ,i 1.J st; bep.n des ­

tro yed bp f ov e po arrived . Bo t r /'Yfts Chul"'chill a n" /"tflry cried most .. f the timp 

wil/le Mte. C~'\U:,crill was spe ak ing. 

Aft e,.- tho sneaf{j np' a nd t ~e cev-emOnips wevre ~ver, we WG''i'P. t old to hl'~n('" fW1.Y. 

Vru rc rjll a:c/Karr t:J tlYre-bac\« of tr" sma ll b13~ld,r3 a nd to wal~ fo'" Oyap"Ys 

p' c..; tr,ere . i~e d\o so , a nd M-" . rurc~511 srook han ds wi t r pachof L.fl . 1,~lhp.n f\P. ~ 

COpT) ~z"'d my Southp"'n a ccen t. he as ked me wrnv-e I was f~m, and I s aid ·'j\T,.... ..., t h 

Carolina . " Flp saj_d fils Tl'Jothe -(' was from '/i7ginj.a , and he knew ,iu --;t whe"'e my r ome 

state was loca ted . We ~fered me onp. of r.: s lon ~ c 'l-P:ars, bl't ::[ t old r im that T 
was not Man en oug~ t 8 s ~oko it . N0 la ::ghed he art j l ~ . The Churchills and OUT' 

four s e ldie 's chatted for s o~e 35 mn l1 tes wr.ile. ful l s ecU1"it~! was bein r; set 

for their dppaY'turo • I t wa s a p: r{'a t da y fol'" a c oun t...,y boy f"'om the ald Nor th 

Statp . 

r1XnE UVYRS 

Ab Cl l.l t the middle 0"'" J.1arch 1944 , all students who h ad b~en clas~ified as 

fl1.)ent :'n F'yench(.2 was s o classif ie d , but I was not fluent) wey-e pUlled out of 

thp steam he ated a tmosprpT'e of ra rvaY'd a nd sen t to th ,.., ~d , s n ow, and cold of 

Tennesse on maneuvers . J was assigned to 0 0mna r.y K, 328th 'v,ag1mp.nt , 26t '- 01v1s + 

ion . (!ene Alli r. ood of ~asrington 1~ . c.. . was commandjng offic-er . Aftp.r s om~ tnY'ee 

weeks t hey"e , we went to F OT't Ja ckson fn South lJa "'o l{.ra f O\r ro'St manellveV' tT'ai..n~1 

ing . ln ,Tu ne we WeY"8 shj;)ped to Carup Sha nks in }:ew "\'0")"1.{ wha_"F.' we b8 8Vded 8 L~be .... 

~ s bj p f or t8rt~ u~nown . We weyn ta ken to EV~QP~ . As WI" a~yoac r ed l a nd , we 

c~ulG see En ~"" a nc'l 01""\ t....,.., Ji;ft . '('l..1 t ou"" s'riin vep T'pd 'co t ~ri rl- t, cross t~ 



channel, and we climbtld down '(oVA. Jadders :into flat bottom bCl8tS ayp later 

':.' aded asho"':""P. :!t: NClTman dy . T\\<e.. battlF! a'Yea thp ..... was ayound St . LCl , bu"!i we stay@ 

ed in f'bfT\landy unt~_ l latp August o~Septembe"r'whe"l' we weye o'V'de)"ed tCl the f'Clnt 

lines . 

We were orderpd to r~m~~ all insign:5.a Clr. unHo-"ms . As 'lIVe marched through 

SClme little v~llago, we could ~ear tho continu ous ro~ ~ eytillery 5n tho. 

dj starpp . ADd twCl sma ~l French boys were r1ayin[3 a r, d one of thorn sa id "there 

goes the 26t l- divisiCln to tht? f""ont . !! We t:,uly went to thp f'"i"Clnt . -We re..lig.ved "t' 
}"Clnte court 

tke l'ift r Gaval",v in th!' Je~N:tKf:®1!l!{ fClrest. It had been vt~tua.ll, wipeo out . We 

undc·rwe\>\t se.ve-re a-,.-t:lllery shol1tnB just Clutside the woodAd ar~ . Inside we 

bE"gan t :J lClSe ou~men, anti on an outpost witr, the. ~eY1'1ans neJ3r en~ug~sCl that 

trey c ::;uld bp ijoard tal'KKnr at tinos, we dug in . I dug in 'near a fi1'l'> byr"ak . On 

lT.at fire break was a Ge:'man m1ne box . I o~wl~ d out to ~pt 1t, and 1 c6vp~ed 
my fClX role w:tl- t \ e boaY'ds fron t hC! bo~, plllS dirt and tt'v'!n leavos and h,,1Jsh . 

I left fDom e,nClur!h tC' c"'f8wl out at ~e hea~. Dur np.; tic? N-grt , t~ Ce"mans came 

upCln us, k!ll~n~ OY' canturing spveral of my ~ell ~w soldieys . During the night 

a German s&ldier stood just at the edge of my fox holE" and onened up with a 

mac\';tne fjun. 1- could havpo:~abbed the bar"el , but I didn't . One mOY'e step and 

be w01.11~ have been 'n th., fox he;,le wHh me . Dun bClYS bogan to thnowin r hand 

grenades toward my fox rCl l e . Many Cl1' tt.emW311e wounded and 1 could he a r t hem 

sCY'ea~n~ o~ groaning at times . The next mornin~ just as it wa s gettinp, light, 

J peeped Clut Clf my fox hole. Theve wa s a berman sitt5..np, 11'0 a bout six feet away. 

I called to him in a whispe~hold~n~ my gun o~ h~ _m all th~ timp. He did not 

mo'-e , so I crawled out , pusheci l~im wi t ": my gun, and ho fe!_l OV8r . Be had been 

killed dvring the night . I began loZ'kin~ ar ~und a"d I was ,t\-:e only living one 

there . The woods was tbick, and I did not know which was my comnan~ was thon . 

T craw10d back into my fox hOJe not ~~ow~n ~ what to do, but tXfectiD8 to b~ 

killed 0)'- captured at any timtJ . Leter :in th~ mO'l'-n,ng , l h!ay-d s "r1~ 171ush b1"eak -

inc- . A patrol f110m eornoany K had beeD sent ovt to Sf'e wha '- had 1Wnuen"'o on t~t 

outpost . Several of QU\' bCl;.rS lay dead , and the nat~l t C' OK me e! ,d 8S maVt'i WeBV -



ons back as possible. 

Or ar.other occasjon we we"'e caur;rt j.n an ouen field aY1d a &c!/fr.1an flaye 
bit 

op"'ned 1.11) r:l.ght bprina my r eel. Instead of freezi.np.; the)'p li1\p a tYep" . T ~~xxx: 

t :-- f> d iy.t and fortuna te I "IT the ir r>ac ~i nC! l?un f fyp gv4s sed me. 

On anotror occasio'\'von a natrol wit!' 8 bO" namOcl Geoftf-{l ca!"t}per>emb¥ 

t r.e last nar'e) we wore t8 creck out a by:id~ a~d \J35.t t~91'e until mo.,..-nins foY 

01.:8. company to r,->o'!e Up. ~orp.;e an::3 I we're standinp: by t he: ph~H1o WrE"l'f' I was 

tole that a ~O~" pat~ol was rigrt on tOf of us. It was so Ga~k that I told 

tv\.p ~n'" at -tlv> othec> pnd that 1 coulr. not see t;e"Oh ·ne. A few minutes later 

I was t~le tha ~ tlt\.e ~rman pat'('Ol was rigrt t l--,e1" o Wit\A-11S. A~q in, we could see 

~1" Fra,.. notJ,,-Jn rr • ~1Jt in a f ew Minutes a 6e "Man she l l caT"'e whi stling ove'v; a 

piece o~ t r'" sbe l l h.it Geor~e a O' d woundinp; r im, a piece knocked off my steel 

belmpt and hurt my neck. Then ahot r ey shell came whistling towa1d us, landed 

just a ff>w f eet awa" shook ana sjmmered a bit but did not explode. J pulled 

~eor p;e away. ::: could not see, but I thought (;eCiYP'..e was badl y woundf>d. T did 
helnet 

not retrieve my NKxmK~x until it ~ot lif,bt. I had ~ ~akfast, but Gene AI -

lipood gave me a chocolate a1"my candy bar. 
iKlKltmmKx:;:Xl'l1t 

Tn X!J(XX~x~K«!'{mx l';ovember Tony P~sano anc1 I we're sent bac1, ~Sf:e. about 

more amMunition for ou~ comuany. We Wf>re about a hVI~ 1yom th~f~nt, and we 

sa t down to rest. ~e WAYe about 30 fpet apa-tt tho.n, and suddenl~T :::: noticed a 

car approach~ng wit h three stars on a plate in fro nt. I knf>w trat it was su~­

posed to bo a lieutenant gene~al. At t~ time tbe 0ermans we~e sending men 

over to our side dressed in Ame"'ican uniforms. ~e had been carefull~ inst"'uct-

ed to check out anyone stonping to quest~on us. That caystonp~d directly in 

front of me as I sat on that ditchbank. I stood up salutod, and said "now p:en-

er 1, s'1", yo u know tho ~ules. I am o"'de1"od to check y~u out tho~oughly, so I 

am gojng to ask you SOME" questi::->ns and I hope "j0u give iood answers. '" So I lIxk 

asked him several vurely American ~uestions, a~ he gave good answers. Then h I" 

sai e'! "now I Must ask \'" 8U s;'\);1e quest i ons. Fe did, and he asked me wrat state.- I 



was f!'om. V'/hen T said "No,..,th varc>lina", r') says "did yc>u come th""ougb F'o.,.,t 

Erarp when you ente!'ed trA army.t1 .:r told t~m I did, and ro asked ~ w~f-n I car1~ 

in . f-1"., said "when you entp""eel FOT't Brar;p;, I was tht'> comT:1andin g !f'lneral theYe." 

Be thpn a sked me how to get to the informatic>n cente"". Ton~ and ~ had ~ust 

certain . ! told him row to Bct tb"'re, but I said t ', bim tb.at "if ' TaU d ' ive tha' 

car aT'ound trere, ~ou'll never make it •• tte best way t~ go ~s aCTOSS this open 

field here . " Mn told Fffl to accompany him. I tbld him that the)"-8 Pligl-t be> s\.ots 

across the field , and ~f s~, fov b im to hit the dirt fast . When we ~c>t close I 

e~ur~ for ~fn to see thn center, he turnoc ar c>un0., sr~ok my hand , thanked me, 

ard w~pa!'tAd company. 

In December our comfany was RoinP back for a week's rest and for some re-

cruits to fill ~n the vacant srots. We weYe som') distance fTom the f""ont when 

suddenly we stoppec. 'rl~ e wait tu""ned in t c> one 0 " seve'V1al rou""s, and we we'V1e 

told that tl-·e!!'8 was a br~akthyou~t- somA 50 miles UP t~ line, and that we l'l:lmX! 

wo ·£tlc p,o nap t~rp to clost it np and t~on go on ouy- week's Test. At dank we 

cli~into t""ucks a ~d drd7vc-, about five m11es De~ kOl 1'f }n sleet arn srow and 

cold until about r.1idnight , we we'e told "this is it ." We had no blaDkets, no 

overcoats,ar.o th"., ~rc>und w ~ s frozen . It would bo a te~ible ,1g~t. Tbo fo~ set 

in ar.d it was extrenel'l- thick. In tr~ morninp, some fe,llows 'Hd iCiljcles on KkJlx 

thei,.....cC>ats . vVp mad'" a big lo~ fi'i"€ a nd thawetut. SudElenl, a sh3'_l d!'opped 

some 200 'ITards away, then anO"f,be!' 100 yards awa~. T'J . .,e germans we",'e do:tn~ wrat 

is y,pown as "bracketing in" on us.?ive of us jumped into a aerman fox hole 

shapet like a~ L. I was the second one in . The shells we~e bu~st~np, all around 

us, and in between buryts on'Lfe'low c ::mld gr.>t :wt of thp ' covered hole a nd run 

for safety ac""oss the fje'd. T~yee had already made it and I moved around to 

be next . As bell elthe,.- hit a'v'Dund th"'l L oron the edge , blow2.nr: Dan Mah ane y 

out of the holp , k~lling h i~ instantly. I was dazed , b~t J mad~ it across the 

f~e1d, J was later told. I was t~ roo t8 t~ ~spital where J wou ~ d spend thA 



next four months. 

Tr o hosnitaJ at St. Clou d was a formeY ~mA for Pvenc r elderlycitizens. 

About two wee ks after I ~ot tnp1"€, casua',tios weye coming 5n so fa st that it 

was necessar? to c}\at1ge over from a 600 bed rospital to on!" r.mcr larp;er. The 

bospital a ske d for volun teprs a mon r:; natients wh> coul-3 do light dut? fio stay 

t r ero rat ~ er t ha n goin ~ to tp&land to r~cu~~rat~ . Tb~y ~romised us p: ~ od treat-

",pnt. I v :-l lunteere<" a r10 I was ass iP.:!, od towoYlk i r> t"'o ''V-eceiv~,na ctf D~srosition 
office . Be ~ng th"! onl '7 Voll:nteeY wttr a college education, J was Ivck,. I rad 

t o meet trail's hringinp; thp wou t'd ~d it' at stated t i mes. St. Cloud 5s six rJi1:'r 

from na1') s. Abovt onc!" a woek a t ya in bt'j,np::In r wout'dcd ueyman p"'s';Vlers woul'" 

arr:I, v~ . I ~ ad to neet the.se trains occas)orabl:: . I t e nded UP wit h u s havin g 

some 600 wounded G-py-manf'. '~Ve wel'e t.,.eated well, and pacr da l I wOl: ld check the 

list of patierts comin~ in to see ab ou t those from Compan1 K of tbp 26·th div­

isio~ . Several of m, bud dies ca~ in, a rd I tried to look out fo~ them. 

At St. Cloud, Christmas, 1944, W DS a whi te one. I had made friends with 

se ve ral nu~ses, and on Christmas eve I v ~ luntee~d to give out stocki ng s on al~ 

bAds of pa tie nts.Thp nurse jn one wa~handed me a bottle of wine whicb I Xi±E~' 

as tho hoad hOSp i tal nurse, Ma,i o1" f1avin, walked s lipped in T"1:'<- s r~rtxx ,ius t 

in. S-ho asked me wha t I ,¥d, 
I 

but;L- turne r. around qui ckly and sa id " please don tl 

bother M!" now •• T 'm bl1SY '-' :S he looked at me a nd said "whe n YOl' fHnis r ,TOU"" «xx:b 

duties, come to My office." It was late :in tbo f'vpning w'r]e n T went to see her 

knowing that thA nurse was in doep trouble who ga ve m"! tbat w{np, ard ! was in 

trouble fo"'" not tellinp: Majov-F-lav~n what I had Pll t jn my sbi1"t. ij'llt wmn T 

entered her office, tri <l 53 yea'!'> o ld a "' my nurse srllled, said " n :JW I want you 

to ehioy Christmas •• have a g lass of eg~ nogg." I couldn't .l;>eli'lve rrry eyes and 

my ears, but I sat trere with a wonde~fully dedicated nurse and drank Pf,g 

rogg . I went t o bed a~out m5dnight, but ear19 on Christmas Morning, a s o ldier 

awake i ed me a r.d said "Ma Flav in want s to see '~ ou •• she is in ward so and so, 
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to see r,r·r. She was 1n rlUch pain, sa1d s he was \l-vnsry, a nd s~ said "you had 

bettel' look out fot' me wh.,il q l'r! in this fix." Cfhs3t even~np;, she Sf'nt for me 

aga:in. She said was was· "hu~rY as a bear" and that tbt' sUT)o~r they had given 

her was totall:! inadequat",. "You know thos'? boys ln t~" kHchCln •• you ~ and 

brinp: 1'E" back som'" food." Actually, fo Y' suppeV- that night: we hac'l s:;me real good 

steaks. I went to the kitcren and asked a frjend to r.;ive me a steak for Ma .ioy­

-'<:lavi n . V(!. "b.,..ou ght out a nice on"', bllt we cO l.: l c find notting in which t:i. wrap 

it. -f'"inally, I went to the rest Yloom, too' a " 011 of toilet pape Yl , WYlspond that 

steak wf'll, carc>ied it to ~~a5oc> :F lavin, arld she at~ e.very f)Ql1thful, of it. P Ol" 

so~ da9s, ~ rad to br~ng extra food in to rf'~. 

Penec111in 

\"!hi 18 work iN €9 "}n th~ ~cei>v1r g for. lSlispos i t~ ~l'f\-off icp on'" nir.;"t, a Pt Anc h 

fathPr t:ame in. :: e seempd very sinc " re, w~s tea"'ful as h> t"ld Mt... thaT r,1s lit~ 

tlp daughter was very sick, and tlt~ doctol" sa'Ts tbe 0 :-> 1" hopo fO"T hey is to ge.t 

some pE"n~illin. I told rum tha t a doctor would have to help bim a ~l d that I 

would ~et In tr -.uble if I t'1tf'd. Bll t he was so tea"ful ano so pit'ful that I 

finally went to a nea"'by refrige~atof and picked Op a vial of penecillin and 

~avE" ft to him. I never beard anything about it, hut had I BAen caught, I sure 

w01.11d h8"fE- been 5m b~ g trouble. 

CI GARS 

Whi l e in th8 hospital about the middle of February my Christmas packages 

began to ar~ive. In one packase from M", . Reed, president of Imperial Tobacco 
50 cents, 

company, WDS a box of finp c1~rs. The pr1ce,~~xtx was on the box. Now 50 

cents in that day was a bi~ orice for a Cigar, and ci8a~s were ver, sca~ce in 

the hospital. My doctor had been complaintng about che..a-p cip;aY's, and whpn 1 

showed V\:m what I had and gave hjm a 50 cents cjp'a~ ho had a real fit. And 

as lon~ as those ci~ars lasted, I got ext-ra p;ood t"'f'atment. 

Salvatjon Army 

'Y'0"t" s8ve-:->al weeks I had wat'lt0d to contact my fratB'Ynity br otror aF\:a.. very 



close friend, Sno ~ky Tayra11, who W8S c lose to r~ris. 1 B8d askAd t he ~p,d ryos~ 

to contact rim , but s::ll'l1e:--ow \~ d~d not sl'-ow A.JP. :nnal1y , tr" ':' a lva-::;~on Army 

capta:.tva sked me if ["I F' cOl"ld do anyth "rr, fo'" me. It was in thp ea..,,:ly r'o;"ninb 

aVId J asked -rpm to contact Tayral l. Aro u nd ii:~~ one o'clock, Snook7 TaTT'a11 

showed up brinjng me all SO~tA of th~n~s su ch as wa~~ so«ks, c an~ ~ , a sweater, 

a r.d he had a re al bundle . He rema :ned in toucr by com~nr, ove v> about twice a 

weck t r" n. The 0alvati on A"'rny had ac t ed swiftly a nd successfu lly. 

CHRI ,) TMAS ]T FC'S"PITAL 

I 'm su re Chri s tmas ro 1d s a sa J"1ene ss ove"" many na)"ts 'If t""Fl wo~l d . At 

Cr ristmas, 1944, ! wanted to ~i tB s ome litt~ gift to a coUp1F' of r.u~ sps who 

rad heen extreme l y k i nd to we . r foun d a Frenchman wr ose wife could makFl bea u -

t:fl.1l co""sa~Q.s , accordin p' to him . Put t he y were made out of wtld flowers and 
two 

c ountv-ysid e greenery. But hp made m8 :NXlI!E at fivA f'''' ancs eac~ o'r 50 c"'nts in 

our money . The~ WAre neat , a nd I feel anpreciated . Bu t after all I had no 

r.10ne~T a~d no way to do any s hopping; . 

In anothe~ hospital episode , on Christmas eve about 5 : 00 o'clock a sjng; in ~ 

group ca~ to ente "' tain t re boys ~n t~ hospital. In my ward they came in and 

the fi~st son g was Wh ~ te Christmas . The boys bega n crying, t he nurses we "e 

crying too, a nd the n the ent~rtaiBers ':Jega n crytng . ~d a J l t r ose tears just 

naturally b--zoke up tb'? e~tert81 nment. Trey cou"'.:-3 not cont i01;e . 

Thp~e wpre many happy moments in the hospital and ~an y sad ones. J kn~w 

trat I would be l eaving for a center for re ass ignment . I didn't know wheve r 
might bf" sent, but back to t~ 2 6 divis i on was a dlstinct p>oos~b :ilit~r. So):: 

went t o t he ce n ter, watted all day fo~J"1Y name to b.., called, a nd finally ab01Jt 

dark I wa s t :-- e on 17 one lAft. A s f)1d ie r wo rkrtng in t ~ !!.Tenter a sked me who r 
was, a'tt.d wY-en I told l\im , he sai.d "a frie nd of ,Tours is in cha""ge here ; he is 

off d\l t " to day, but I rpmember nOVi t hat be sai "l to send -you to his room and 

not to assi gn ?OU today . I was tal,en tL' t~..., ...,.oom of Srrt. ~lson STephenson of 



Wilson N.C., a longtime f~~end. When be cam0 bac~ that pVADjn G, be s8id tomo~­

row VIC'< a1'1e sendin~ out a few m"ln to a fine 8uttit, Civ:l Censo::,shin Djvision, 

al'C I t~1nk you'11 like this ODe, so I have held out your ca~d. This outfit is 

intelli~ence, and f~ank1y, I'd Uke to he goinr, w~tb you. I was YAal grateful 

for h1s kindness, and he did send me t o a great outfit.We referred to it as 

ceDe Now CCD was involved with postoffices, redi8 stations, newspapers, and 

wireless operatjons. I was aS$'igned to thP postel gl'OVp. I was s8nt to' a small 

town not to o ""arxf~ Jm -Paris wheye we we nt t~fougr captuqred Gel'}ilan mail. Just 

about evC'<ry letter to a Oe1'1man s oldier had photos in it along wjt~ a st~c~ D~ 

ha If a st :ck of c~caw~ ng gum, 0.,.... some other li ttlA i tern. We d i vide'd ma i 1 into 

four~roups--busjness, personal, sovnrnmer.t, and packages. JD gOing th~ough the 
along 

mail, t~s is how I a cqui1'1ed t~ (jp:'mat'1 Jeron Cross xilS:p!; with the 8ther m~dals. 

I was tho first combat man in this outfit and for awhile my status seempd to 

be a curjosity. Wp were in small groups w5t~ l'~nars 2·') s01die""s oJ\. a team 

alo.ng: witlt fore igne"'s whJ coulo --,?ad ard wT~to Ge"man. Trese 8~""')s ~ead all 

t he lette~s fa,... any infor{,matior wh ic!:"> might he:"p tl!:e.a llied cause. We lived 

in ~~nch estate homes, vevy la~e, an o we were f~d well. 
being 

:n due ~imo we ~ov~ un into~e""many afte'" kiN~ ass)~ned to seveTal areas 

around ?aris. We now were w~th t\e army fi~hting again excppt we did not sleep 

in foxh0le s, alP we were not front line troofs. We we re trea ted we 11. In due 

time the war avpea~ed to be wi nd1ng down, so in June all old ball players were 

brougrt tnt:'l headqua,...te1'1s at Fullach, Germany, near r.~unich. It was there that 

I was called into the ~olonel's office for an interview fo~ an edito~ of the 

newspaper. I had no Journalistic exnerience, and I was sure I would ~t be 

t npped , but the n"xt day, the colonel called me back and said "congratulations, 

you are t re editor of thp newspaper.!! J srook my bAad, looked at trA colonel 

ay\d finally T said "Colonel, we rave just won this wa" at"1d YVu haw~ .lnst lost 

thQ. ~ace.·' Fe laur;hed, W'Ult over with mp to th" npwsnaper officp whe~ I had 



newsnaper experiences. I was fo,.,tunat~ pnOu.g~to ma l\e tb" ba l l tpa~ and we 

won the Th:rd Army championship.On &u'" ~ost we had onl, 150 sold~p.,.,s and 

around 1,600 women, ag '--'s 18 to 25,· w1"0 weye theye to ~f'ad eV8~/laI'"1ZlJla~e in 

the wor1d. I was assignod an SS GeT'man officPT' who wou i d g'r-ab th" ash t""'a'T 

each ti~ a ci~e~atte was put out, take t~~ ci~arette butt, wasb. the ~ay,and 

put i t back. 

~unich is at t rp f oot o~ tke Alps mountains w~ic~ w~ cou l d see in tho dis-

tance. The y were b"a u t~fu l.Hullach was a VtEaS8 hl111t foT' the SS officers, 

a r d the.. bomos pach bad b:>ass name platps ind i eat::'ng wh osp ~me it was. At 

first I livp. :'l in tr.e home of General Hg-yms whom I nevpr knew ab~:)\j t. LateT' I 

m:JVed to a dormit or7J" ad,iaeent to thf' neVJsna-oer office.Tr at w!'lather there was 

truly cold begincHnS abOAJt Gctobe "" 1. ~e inrich $immler' s home, three stories 

above ground and three underground, a majestic mansion, was used as our read -

quarters. 

Man y wonderful experiel'"1ces were p;ained theTe. !j.o"ng tc:> Berteso:af'ten, to 

D .~r ar.hau, and to other plaeps of j. nte~st weT'e moS"t T'1EHl)iL1ngf'l11. 

CPA RU" C) ( G'-'1:CK ) KEPLYIil 

One of the gT'Oat chal"Bcters I ha 1 eve !' known Vias lJhu c l~ Kehler. Fe was the 

shortstop on the ba~l team and J was the seeon'" baseman. ~ bocame fast fxi:~ulli 

friends, ran around tOf':Q..the""- o V\.. our sman_ base, atp to;e..ther in -the f'vening, 

a r d in ~eneral we were ve..,.,. close. In additic:>n to bejng editc:> -,." I rad several 

c:>tte.r duties such a s Special Service Cffic9\"', Provost rv'iars ball, and ball -olay­

ere As special service c:>fficer, I was taken to task abc:>ut not ~ett1ng enter­

t ainment t ·o ou'rsmall "post. It was t~se 1,60 0 girls who were protf'sting. It 

so happendd that GeneT'al Patton had absc:>lutely forbidden fraternization wit~ 

G€rmans, a nd that meant no dancin g . But we had all those Rirls and on five 

succ~ssive Saturday n~ ghts we had Glen Miller~'s oT'chestra to pla y fc:>Y us. And 

trl11:v- we were t'n ~~li outfit j n t r e Th i .... d Arl"1'" that 1 knew about which could 

ha ve sucha dance. 

Pll r'np; t h n eventng. w~-ne tJlra dance was il'"1 n"'~fp.ss, T not :ic"'o t h a ~ duYiI'"1'8 



~-----------------------------------------------------------

seve~al n~mbers Chuck Keh ler would be ~ la yjnr, s orroe j nstrument a nd usually hA 

would s jnr a song or two before t hp ~v"ln-lnc8 was 011eY' . But that rea lly d id not 

excite me. Chuck was such a talent ad 'OUR man i n s o man~ aY'eas that J just 

accepted it . 
"C1-uck,what 

One even inp; WA we'9P. in my newsnanev- off i ce talk:in-r, an d r asked jCiprlllJl[~N, 

did ~TOU do in c i vilian life"'? He sa i d "you know, :"TOll ha11p. neve"" askpd me a nd J 

ha ve wo nde red why ."' :r said "wpll , I'm as k2np; y8tl now . ': F.e sa i d "I am g(')~ng to 

g ive you three Ru esses b"lfore I answey." So I said " you we"e wit h t~~ FBI." He 

sajd "oh n o , p;uoss a gail'\.." 1 sa 5d "~ou taught crimi noldl9'¥ in soJ)f~ collef';e." He 

said It ~TOU aY'e ge tt:: r.p: colder all t he time •• gue ss a gai ~ ." I said " you had chargE 

of security for some corpoyat 'ov--. Il 1:t"! sa~ d "~1.J are iJ'orrel~ss." I remjnded him 

trat I had :"ade thr '-'p f,ues se - , so I sa ~ d !! just wl'at did you do i n civ : lian 

life",? P.:e rppli e d "I played tht:> t'rombone in LesxxB""own's o'Vchestra." I sa i d 

"well, that's a coincidence •• l knew about Les in c olle gp " t~ l~Dkod at me 

a nd said "did you r, o to Duke"? ! Y'eplied "Chuck, you neve r askpd me." 

We ~1ayed t he army world serips wjt h th ,-, team f r on Offenbach , Ge""maDY, Thp 

f irst two games were at our place, t he next three at ~N~ trel"" Ao~~ ground , 

a nd t h 'n we'd come back to \>1.111ac"," oy- r.~unich.On that fi""st game wk.5ch we '\pst 

b y a score of 1-0, we we~e told t hat at least $75 ,000 we""e bet on the gaIDP . 

We won the se c on d roame, a nd thsn in OffenBach, we won all three games a nd thn 

championship. We had ouy own bus i n w~1ch we travelled and a ~erman mechanic 

who~ we called Hank was t~~ c hauffeur.He stayed on tht:> be n ch and helped with 

whatever ma t ters arose duriN'; a ~3r.1P . As I was wait~_gg in the batter'S box to 

t o up for my t~ ""n at ba~, I noticod Hank collecting ~oney from some German 

spectators. Now 1·5 minutes before game timp, Gey'mans were let in and trey 

came fr om everywhere. I was pu zzle d b~ wha t Hank was d01ng collectin~ ~oney . ~~ 

Ih e batter had f ouled off a ball over t ho backstop/ Af tor my tu~n at bat, I 

a s ked C~uck how Hanle W8S operat in=-: . thu .. ck sa l/d "he t €ll l s thosp Ge "" 1"1a ns t h8~ 

- --- - ---



a battor has three chances to h it, a rc he bets the m tha~ t ho batte~ w"l l hit 

t he bDll. :.r sa 5d " s huc ks, Jack f ou l e d off tho pitc h a nd it wont over thF! back ­

stop." Chuck sa ys l1 it doosn't )y!(3 k A a ny difference, fajr or foul, if that ball 

j s hit anywho re Ha nk collects his bets . 2" 

TP.:' 1)0 C TO ~ 

V':e had a doctor on ouy' post, a ne ho se e m,.., d to lack comm on spnsp . () Q(:'\ dar hA 

brou p;h t a list of 16 g iY' l s ~n to ~ o~tJ\.o newsl'ap0f!. a"n he said "thF!se 16 Ki:~J 

girls r, ave veneY'eal d i sease, a rc I wa n t lfC'u t o ?ublish-t~ namE'!S in t he new c; ,... . 
naper so t ~at we wi 11 n ot ha " p tho di sVlSo sV".ead . 11 r t 81d h im " you know J 'm 

not g;o in g to pob lisK an ;! s ,; c j-... ~ist . 1.ffl p: a ve mE'! a hard time , a r d he went t o t he 

col onel ab ol1t my rofusal. Th o ct)Co ne l backed me up . In a fow m; nu t es I saw 

Chuck Ke h l er walki n~ alOn g th,.., pat h b y my offic e wi t h one of t hose 16 girls . I 

c all~ ~j~ bu t he prete nded not t o hoar me . I went out , grabbed him by the 

ne c k , gavp h~m a g ood swif t kic k in the re a r , and brought h i m i n my office and 

showed hh'11\.the lis t. He was most grateful. 

-------------------------- - ------------------------ - --------------------------
CUT DOWN TOO MUCH 

On a no t her occ as i 8n wI(!.. rece i ved a story fTom a s e c 8nd lieutenalb t wh.o'! ha d 

bee" ¢i1F!n t ho b-v-onze stay-. The sto " y was a 'h out t hree p a ges 18np.; , a nd this re ­

por t er h r oug .... t i t t o me . I said "cut it down •• thr~ Dages a,'" a11 o11 t o f reas ­

on . " We l l , hE' cut it down all r'{gr t to about t wo or t hy-ee ItnF!s . I t read " Sec ­

on g Lt . }f\. Gr assovich was awarded tho bronze s tar fay me v> it oT'io l1 s s~vic C\ w~j l ( 

s ittinr at a de sk in !np.;lano . " The b 8 ttom dropped out on me . Tha t s 81 ide y wa s 

very mad Bnd up s !"t . I went to th o c ::-> 10ne1 an d saie " c o l ~nA l , " au go t me into 

t r i s me s s •• n8W he l p me p:et Oll t. " He sa ~~ "wel l , I t h i nk ~ll gavE'! him mo PE'! SDac (;? 

t ha r he deserve "l •• but ~T OU f:in d so m'1e soldier wh o has had a real t ough:tx way to 

gD i n the aymy a nd pla y hj m up in t omoY'~ ow's paper a~d let's see what h a ~pens . t 

J f oun d a b u c k privat~ by th ~ ~am~ o f Simon . ( I cann o t rneall his first 



nam",) Mow Sirlon was a collesCl p;rad uat e , Duko Fniversity just as I was, aWl he 

had been 5n the aY'm y f~three Yl'lars. r{e was severely wounded in t :-- o Hurtgpn 

Fo rest, lay out t~ere for t tree days befone tho y cou l d Rp t hi m out , a nd this 
me d a 1, 

youn9 Man ~ a d never r~ceived a promotion , no"" , any miwxi~ not tr.euvrplA ~~art K~ 

nor t h o. Good Conduct }~edal. 'Ne nlayed UP thp sto":' y , and i. t brought rl2..Sults. Pis 

papers s~id t ha~ ~e was to be givon no duty wt ich roqui~pd ~im to sta nd on his 

feet . f/5,s feet were flroze G 5r. ~urt.;p,", ~rest. 

Abou t 40 ~inu t e s after th o paper c ameo u t, I r oceived a call fr om a Beneral 

in V\\un~c~. ~e said "can 7lu ver:fy what yOl ' heve i n ~ou'Y' st or 'T tora:,'r lt~ T said 

"yes s ir, rene ral,8ver y word c.f it." He t hAn askEd " whev e 's Privat" Sjmon 

now"'? T sa id "1 can see him out '!"'Iy w:in dow •• he's walk:ni:?;g1Jard duty out the'Ye 

in t li\n sn ow . " I'~e ~eneral sa id "my ~'od, wa lking p;ua'~d duby whAn h'" is not s ur ­

posed to 'V:l@ on r is feet •• go ge t him off now." I s aid "general, w~'?n i t comes 

-t'l7 gettinf" ~, im t3ff guard du ty, 10 111 had better talk to SOM"'On "l else ." Fe then 

said "well, I'll be out the""p wi t h4 n tM h ::lUr ." He came, met m~ at thp office, 

went out and talke d to ?ri v'lte Simon , came ba ck a nd said t o me "I just don't 

believe t hi s can happen in the American army .• this boy i~ a fine s oldier a nd 

hI" deserve s better ." The n~t da, he was made ass·,stant manager of the divis ­

ional V;X and Biven t~ ran { of First Sefgeant. 

VISI TORS 

Vlhen visito"' s caMe to our post, t h e ~T usually came by t he newspap r. l' ofn,ce 

for info'Y'mation. We had several of t he m, and one day th i s v~ry a ttractiv~lady 

ca~ into ~Y ~ fic"'_ Now my office was was about 18 feet wide and 2~ feet 

lor. g . r,~y desk was at the back with S O!l1e chai'rs in f'ntnt of t"'e desk. l'h~s ,ad'T 

was s5tt ing down :in fl'ortro€' m., dpsk {'ac 4 ng me w!-er a s e'Y'geant hy t~' " name of 

Koffe nburp:pl' bl'ga n f'lotj.orcng ft'V'me t c!) c ome t o t\v' dool'. I di d , adD he sairl 
ca n' t 

It-:f kro'w t :-a t g i.."..l you are ta 1 k ';W2: wi t h , but I lX:anl[ th tnk :::>f ~ I' name .• J know 

J know h'r b('ca'llSp I had a datI" w~t" hev- when w~werp on Tpnnesse maneuvers •• I 

file:///gart


know her he~usp, sG\" has trp ,rattiest leJ1;s J e ve!' s aw on a ny- woman . " 

J s a id " s e't'geart, come on in }\ere and meet he~again •• s he ' 11 bp glad t o 

see ~TOU '" SO I sortl:\ pushed hi~ ' UP front a !1 d I said "this ser~~nt sayS' he had 

a date witI' ;OIlJ when he was on Tennesse meneuvprs and ho wants to renew you't' 

acqt:ajr;tance ••• r,1iss r"arlenp, Deitrich l11ay 1 "{lrpsent SergAat Koffenburder . " Im­

mediateli thp serFP.a~t throw Yf his hands alld said "my ~od , my god , MarlenE" 

Deitrich, a nd re tried to p;et ou t of tr~"room, but he:'? chair had him blocked . 

Sbe got a bip; '~ck out of jt, a~ the three of llS had a nice conversati on . 

---- ------------------------ ----- -- - - - --- - -- - - - ------ - ----------------------. 
T~ CHAPLAIN 

l,'le had ar: a~my chanlain asslp;np,d to us by trr- namp, of Duen ow. He was a fi~e. 

gentleman , a~d WE" atl held rim in ~f,h r~gard . In due timp we WAre notifiAd 

that wE. Qould p.:~t a'll. alcohol ~8-,i:)njng on 0\;1Y" ~ost . Wo had to send 8 truck 01.1t 

.:!:\-0 ::::et it , and an officer wou/8" 1-:a " e to bp aboa\,d . Trp, c811o~el saj-~ "let Chan ­

lain D"uenow als~ be VU.,., ljquor boss •• send him eacr. month to ~C?.t ou..., yation . " 

So craplain Duenow !'Aad-tly aijreed , and t\tat settlpd th" natteV. 

J A PMT SnFNtIDF RS 

Wne r: .Tapan sUIY"ender~d, J t\o\c!!'ugrt we'd takn a hoL~day on thl1.. newspaper , but 

the- colonpl felt differentl~r . S o we put togeth"r a newsnapel' , a)-d I wro t e a 

very shoTt ~ditoT'ial . It so havpened that it was judg~d t he best edi t orial on 

'V -J Day , and J was sUfpospd to r,et a trir to Switzerland which I never took . 

La ter the co l onel called m~ in and he s aid "I think ,Oll ought to go t o 

Nuremburg f or the trials of t~- tJazis , and I'll make a"n'angements for you . " I 

wantp,d +0 go the~, but I a lso kept hOPlng that my time would corne to ~o ~m8 . 

Arid ~ t imo to go r.omn camp. b> fo~ tr- t oia ls • 

----- -- -- - ---- - - - - - -- ----------- -- -------------------------------------- 0 

" ~G j,t...RKi. ! 

Gm'''c1a.v YV't.l1e I VV8S cak nr- a sbowe"l'> a S -ii~t care ~r t.;:l t o ll ~ thDt l"1,T 



IT IS RmW~D 

On our littl"" newspaper , da~l:v I wrote a c:Jlur.m entitled "It '!s R.umoped." 

Now most of what was said there W8S made Up and too r1dicul011S to § ti~T(")np to 

beli~v~ . But usually out of fivp 01' six rumo .... s, onp. ;)'Y two of thF!l'!1 would havF! 

some substance to them. 

It so :- a -'p-ncd that :r b.ad a c/.ose friend in r'eadquarte-:-'s j n ~unicb. We 
cut thp Third Arry orde"'s , and dal1'.' I wODld call him foV-an y scoop thai- he 

migh.i1; know . 

In my co l umn one day it read :fit is ~umo~ed that General Patton will be 

relieved of r is s ommand Q)f thP Third AYl'['1Y." Sure enollp;h he was relie.ved . 

'!'he next day thF! c olumn said "it is rot:mo"':"ed tha ':: '-"""ne-:-'al Lllc!~US Clay 

w'i 11 be named new Th ird Army Comrla nde r. " And Generoal Clay was named. 

The nxt day the c:olurm s aid "trco first ovder giWD by GeneT>al Clay v611 

bp to abandon these doggone helmets and any leggings. Sure enough , it ~a~nenpd. 

Nobody seemd to suspicion that my friend in Hun~ ch was sUfJJ lyinp: ~ with 

tll\.is information, but they were payin c:: attention to that rolumn. ThAn th~ col­

onel carp ~n witr a little statpment. If r'3ad "antr: inp: ap"Pellrinp.; in t N> colurm 

'It Is -qumored' shou<id be take~ as Yllmor on"'; a~ not as fact ." 

LT. BROWN 

A group of the girls on ou-f post came into ny office to jump on me b<">cause 

we had no tickets for tbe r,ocketts w~o were appearing in Munich. I did not eVF:1n 

know where the spe c j a 1 S8 rvi("p office for tke Third Ar~v wa s loca ted, s a I 

celled Y'y friend in Munich end he told me that it was a Lt. B"'own at some 

artiller7unit thE'! othe'r side of ~\unich . So the ne ~t mBl'n5.ng I set out to find 

Lt. Brown, e r.d eftero a long searc~ he was fou~d. I told him that I would like 

to have so,'e 'Recket<. tickets, aV'\d he saie "Rocke"t.f-tickets •• haVe ru lost :TOuY 

mind ••• here y~)U are botr-er i np; me about ~cke~tickett and my colonel is slap­

pin~M ~ard about holding a dance fat11""aaj n:ip:ht •• now wbere intbl'l hell can 

j g~ ary women for a dence"? 

.- - ---- -- ----



me have. ·· ;le l :)oked at me and said It aye you some ki nda nut •• vdlltOU tell my 

colonel .iust what Y8U have. tdld l'TlFlXX It? I sa~d l1certain~y • • how many tickets 

can ~T 01.l find lt ? 

Be took me in to his colon"-l a n d said t c; k.,im It\Jolonel t''' is fellow ls either 

craz, or'he's able to help 1.1S Br8atl '· . " I t ben t old th'Lc .-., l r,nel of my p"{opos ­

ition , a tig girT fo'"' every- "Rockett t:)cket. I tl)ld him that w" had 1,600 p'irls 

on ou~ tf.\:Jst and tha they coul n not 1:eavA tf'-f 'post except with an a""m""d s:)l ­

dier . " Tr.at c:)l~me J looked Il(x'x at tho lie r tenart and sa\d "what t he bell aye 

y:)u s t andi v'.~ there f01'"gf!..t a moy'p. on y:)u and q.t this nan s:)n" ~cketrtickets 

now . " They call"d a gr l2 tJn of men to~e t r. e :" wont a1"ounc arJj in about an h~ he 
o 

came bac k w5.t r 53 fRockottE' tickets. 

The y wa nt~c th r ~ p;j.rl s for Saturda ~T ni p.; ht. :r postod a notice outside the 

newspaper office and it said the fi"-st;7i3 sip.;n~ng up would go. I n the mpantime 

Lt. B~own camo over to see ouVpost, a~d from then on until I left, he ate 

sunpe~ wit b us Ebout twice a week. Whefi anyth~n~ cane along iAMunich, ho 

took go od care ~f us . He even sent 1, 5~0 pairs of skiis t:) us once. ~n a big 

truck . We just placed trp.m o·1.1 tside for anyone who wanted a rai>q- to nick t'}e m 

up. During the season snow ski t1"a~. ns 'Van eacl- Sunday . 

BLACK HARKET 

While takin p; a s ~- ower in lat" N~ember a sP'l' O'ea~t Ca1'J1A jn t~ -tal tp\8t my 

orders t o come ~' omp had come th"'n:!ugl~and thl'l colonol wa!N;pd to see mA o I wen "'; 

over af'{d he said "I'm r,oing to a"-vange ai,?" transportat ':\ :)n for you • • ::ou are the 

first one of us to b"" leaving." I ~ealll didn't want to fl:v home, but I c:)uld 

not afford to he: ungtateJul, s'" I thanked him. I/el!Baid "rwis~ 'TOU would stay 

here a few days to yt th ·- newspape .......... tU r nover' settled \lown. I agreed. Then be 

asked me "have y ou ever conside""ed ma~nr: th~a1"my your career"? He gavp a lit -

tlp f5tch about t~ advanta ces of t~ a~r.y caree"". I told bim t hat I had been 

corvtacted ab ::n; t a job as a f:)reif,n cOIVPsnondent, fl nd i t 'Hnmded good . ~\.1t 



Eisenhower'~ job or t~e orportu n, t y to go ~o~~ and r~sune ~y life as a tobacce 

buyer, I'd take r om", . " ~F! sm i led and said "JO u 'v'" answere d every quest i on 't n 

the book . " 

------------------- - -------- -- ----------- -------- - --- - --- - ------

It was agre e d that I w01 1 l ~ lt1~ '\' e far r cime on Sunda y , Dpcember 1 . On Fri -

da y , l~ over.1bol' 29, ab out 4 : 30 o'clock a r unne.r da l"" F! \nto my office an d said "thE 

colar. e J wants t o see you imm"diately • • he sa'Js C all') e armed . " I ~aught thDt he 

had .-:- iven me t h- crazies t o,..,der x! J 'd eve...r hoard . But ! ha d a ljttl,-, s nub 

nosed pistol wWcf. I wtrre at tivre[u ndel' my coa"!, a nd ]t SOyt aot fittod nicelv 

under my a¥m . 'Nhe\?\ I wall~ d over the head qu a l' te-f s , tWI) vU8'Tds wit r ba~nnots 

f ixed. s t onp-a me ayXI askq d "what j s vou...., bus .)\ess "e~n~ I sa jd "w\?-a t t ho h p, ck 

i s t r is • • you bot" know n e. •• t :-a c ol :m "l sa i d f oV ~ to come av~r be"re . " The n a 

~ard said "he's asked you an d abou t 50 othe r s •• ga on down to "r5om 033 • • t he 

(,olonel :is there-. " J did n 't e veV) h ave my dGi§taws on , a\,\o as I walked into t h", 

col~nel " s ~ ff , ce, he sa 'td If] knaw ;au'ro go i n p; r.chmF! Sunda 'lT , but I knew you'd 

wa n t to b e i n 0n t h.i s .• I'm r.1akin g; youNx ho,a d of one pat'('ol • • we'rf. dOln p; some -

t h ing toni gr t abou t t h Q. black ~a rket •• we ~st t l'Y to bv-e..a ~ i t 't:lp . " ~ show~d 

me a map, said we were to go to an old Ge~man bar~cks out in a pine thicket, 

SUl'rou nc :' t, ente"" tr:~fr ont , tu'r1l1 ~ gr t , run to t he last door on the r ight, 

av.d t here -{/ e sh ould n 'td a bi €,': black VW)"",ket opel'ato"1 i n his sam~19 room . He 

gavp l'Y8 eigrt men includ, ng two c:)unter intAllip;ence men . I said " Colonel, 

here I do want to ~t hom'" s afely and you're s en din g me on this now . " We loft, 

a f'\C we sy)\cl'oniz"'d our watches . £acr man was g:rven a distinl11'assip:nment, and 

we stopped OUl vf>hicles about a qual\ter ~ a ro i:Ie fl'omt~ bar'rack a nd wall\pd. 

We ca Me to t~e 'f la c e,. an o at exa r. tl '· 8: 0 0 o 'clock a se\rg~a n t 'd2~ d ! ~a l"1 i nto 

t he bu i lding , turhed ~~ gbt, ran tot'h; last d :-· o .... a,'tiitwas +OCkAd. The big 

240 pou nd ser p;!"l art k nocked i t down and in t hat r oom was a lo~ lje""ma n wt;o sai d 

h e had been i n a co n ce r t~a \~ on c a mr for six ypal's . We to l d h im to ~i va u s thR 



keys to the sample b ~xes sU~T ounding tho ~oom. They look~d like coffins stand-

in ~ up nndways. He refused un til thn ser8~aAt workqd h~m OVRf a bit . NR thRn 

turnnd ovnr the keys . In those 29 coffin liko boxes w~re sarplps ~ all types 

of militayy clotrinr" AmeyicaCl of c ouf'Se. One box rad silk hosn and VlClmen's 

undergarments, arother had dental equ:ument, another shoes, anotke~ choice 

whifkies, another soap a'N3 p'lffum~, and other articles wh :l_cb could not be 

bou~nt at hone . ~ told us t,~at he had made '50,000 per Mont~ fo~ t~P, ~ast six 

ront~s out of concentrati nn cam~. WO radioed back to tho colonel to se n~ truck: 

to remove the sarnulp boxes. Ue advised us to le~two mAn there to r,uard the 

room but to br in~ tho lrisone~ back to h:m . ~e said he would dispatch the 

trucks ~mnpdiately. Whet: w ... awived back thn co Jonel W 9 S n l Aased , b ut he sai f. 

"Ashley, one patrol ~as messed un a r. d sane to thq wronp; p lace ••• you takA your 

~en and go t o such and such a h~u se in the area a~d brin~ tro man there back ~t 

here •• he's a big operator too ." I shook mv h:~ad and said "col:::me"'., waldng up a 

fellow at one o'clock in tbo mOrn1,1tg is not a hap9Y thoup;ht. J hone rp doos 

t:ot -l\a'7'2 one of those German burn g,uns . " We went as o"'de,..ed, broup:bt back ':;",,0 

man, ard about 4:00 A}_~ the colonel said IT go Wt SOl'l1P sleep now"anc3 t-e smiled. 

It was a welcome o"'der. Tt was ~aturda~ morning, my last fu11 day w}th CCD . 

LAS T DAY & NI GpT \filTH CCD 

On Saturday mOT'ning th tngs at t he npwspal(ler were qulet. I sat down allld 

wrote a farewe ll message to the £eonlo wtth whom I had been associated. That 

evening a party was held wjth champagne, a nd my close friends weTe there. It 

is hard to sa~T goodbye to fellows with wh6~You have st08d side by side \n war. 

It becomes ever haftder wren you realize that you'll never see most of them 

again. !he tears began to flow. ~-~y tea'f'mJates were there, and in a small way 

it was a touching affa~r. 

The col:::mel had sa1d ~ woul ,d have his jeep at my r oo~ at 5:00 A~~ to 

taVe Tn" to tlhe prun~ch diyPort . At ~:CO M\ tra.. .ieep was therp., bout snow was 



comjng down in sh~ets Bnd there was at 1~9st s5x inches already on t~q ground. 

It vla <-: .LiecAmber 1, and fflY ty/our-;r.ts thenwe~ t 0 v, ,,t r'omC"l by Christmas. The !txi] 

driver took mp. t ::> thn aiyport ard it was warm and comfortable inside. Fo plan€S' 

weYe (':Jm5n;:; ;n or takinF.'; off. T' h,A snow was commng down as ha'l"ld and fast as I 

had ever seer; H. As th" morrjnp ~OIu""S passed, more and mOr'e soldier'S arrived 

but still no planAS were it\. the... aIr. About 1:00 Pl'f\over tre loudsl'oaker syste>m 

it Y/ 8S announced that "we shajl try to ret onp p18!"'e out •• we need a volunte~r .. 0 

crew •• a pilot, co-pilot, hor-'berde(r, and a navip;ator. Rfnallv thA fau"" r'1an 

crew had voh~nte",rec1, aDd t~'fn ca~ tre an~::>uncAment "an'T nassang:p.17s w}srf·ng 
, 

to volunteer fa fl~." on this paris flig!:"t, repol't to suer: and such a wjndow." 

On17 thre,.'" ot: us rpported out of sev8:>al rundred soldiers in t~e bll ildinp;. We 

took off all right, p;ot a~ovR t ~ e cl:Juds, ard it was a smoot!:" fl~ght to Paris. 

Put over Par's we were stacked lln at ~lfj Airport for an hour and a half. I 

was afraid trat we woulB collide with anothe'l"l plane 'Up there, but finally came 

our order tel land. I was sitt::'nfr the-re with tr~ pilot on this C-47. UO told me 

to look fo;'r teo lip.;r-ts 0"- tre runway. Tl,e snow was still faJ \ing, and we were 

abo-..; t 30 feet above the -runway b't!..i'ore I c~)l11d see those lig~- ts. We landed, and 

we werp talc immediately that all fligl- ts we're grounded. So :r was stuck in 

Payis.The p~lot to01~ out his handerkerchief, mopped his brow, ard he said ~XEX 

"tr.at :s t~o first time r I-·ave ever done that kind of landinp;." I asked him 

how old be w as a~d how long 'ft' ~d been overseas. Ve sa id he was oDly 20 and 

"e had ,just arrived in r.1unich three weeks bofo""'e. I told hm ! was g,lad he di.c1 

not tellYM all tlrat whil'" we","p weve stacked up ove .. thn atyi'i.eJ.d. 

flaving worked at the Viosp~tal and with.t~e. bo]l'S at thE. jaj.lroad s}i-atjon,I 

had made friends wj.th several of them. I N.t out for St., Lazarre station. Luck 

i2.y, a fr~. end was on duty. /ijo said "they'e's a t'l"lain gfu'lng 81.1 t to Camp Perbe'l"lt 

Tavryton at 16:00 o'clock tOJ'l,igk.t. j8U know the secret passageway, so go to 

track 18, climb aboard and wait •• we have at Ipast 10,000 soldiers trying to 

get to somE' coast camp ~t'8." In toP meantime I had y1Jn into a bip; tank man 
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hopin~ to Fet to F t. Bragg a l s o , so we went t oge ther througb t~o sectot passage 

way a nd t~n t ~ tva ~k lR a~d ~limbed a board . At 10 : 00 o'clock wh~n they let t h~ 

c ha ins down, I thougrt tN3 Y would ta ko t~ t train off t he tra c ks. But 600 were 

ass irne d to ma ~~ that t ~jp . Th8 tank man and I ~ade 602. ~hp boys in thA office 

had g i ven rrp a c hocolate ba-r>. -rd~ vid cd it wjtl-- ~y friend a nd wit t a c o lonel wi 

wt o camo into th" comnartment wheye WA were. "#e t rou gh t WA had been assig ned to 

tbat c a r , s~ J\f d id not qUAstj.on 8U'l wesence . 

Wh e n we arrived at the tra in stat5.8n neay- tr,o cflIDf , we Vlai t - d unt j l trp 

ot r e""s rad cl i.rV\bod aboard truc ks . ThAn my f"':'end a nd I got aboard thp last 

truck. We t 81d th" dt'i'7e '" we did not belonp: w3_tr t hat P;T'01.1P and we asked ~i.m to 

hEHp us . 1/1" was o.k. a nc' ~': put t: s out at a point, told n s t o ta1{e tha I woods 

patl\ vntil we camo to somo ba"racW3. Ee safd t ~ a t was tbQ c as u al 81'ea. WB took 

t hat path, saw a lip:rt , f8 11 81:;eld it , camp. to tre o'ydey-l'1!,oom ahUllt 4:00 A!3. 

A sergp atbt wa s asleen there, but we ~ke h i m U1') . Instead of -.."ing mad, be s,eem-

ed 1') l oase d , aV'il }\e ~ " e us blanke ts, t octus to a sma ll hut w]tt about s jx enm ty­

t eds. ~e sa id b)-€ak"ast \" oul~ ho ser v~,d Until 8 :00 At~. lJe said be would awake~ 

us at 7 : 45 so we could tLJr"~T a :J d 21f.lt b.,-r>akf a s t. TY'uly , he went out of h~ s 

wa y to he!.p us . Fe ca rlo in at 7:45 to awake r. us. We hu-r>.",iAd to broakfast, and 

wr-en we got b ~ ck t o the hu t, he nad nad,,\, a fil'e f 8]", V S. Fe said lI now fe llows, 

I ha ve cha ~ge of p lac ing casuals aboard departin g s hips. If you st i ck close by 

me, ] '11 ha"e you on a s rip wi t h1n the week.I r-a d alread~ had all ~y shots, but 

I had notring to pr~ve it, so the ~T made rrle take t hem a s aine Three days aater 

a r,out 5:00 p~f. over t he loud speaker my name was called to rtl1')ort to t rp Orde.,.,ly 

poom mmme Cl ietely ~ady to s h ip out. My frierd a nd I were the rre... in a hurry. At 

5:50 o'cloc k "1 cUmbed aboard a Victory s .i\ ip. At 6;00 o 'c'lock we at~ a P.;80d 

he art; 1"1e a1. At 6:30 I lost that meal, 8)\0 f'o!l.' t "- o V\f'xt eig'F-j; rl a'rs I was so 

seasick I coulc1 no t e..at. fl na l l Y WE!-. a r-Vli ve d at Rost :)n r a--;>oor. A oi2) s hin ca "'1p' K 

un he side ClU~s w ~ t l-' a big s :.f,n 8n t"'--e. side wri ch 1"~ad "well don e boys •• welcome 



coffee. 'Se walked acr oss trat wa)"er.ouse f1:coT' to -tke.. railroad t-rDcks where a 
Standish 

train was t8 caY-~1 us to \ar.1P ~r: i lo.s ~x!i»xxxxx in Rhodp l.s1and. Jt was earl~T 

L10rn1lJp: still. It was sleetinR; Wt:!lts}d~, aW a i]ankot of SI'OW was 6'(\. th~ ~X~NJ':!: 

ground . Three days later we wf!.r€l t1~. ven o"'de"'s to hoavo a tyain fo'" ft . fl .... agg. 

We hoal'dt;ld trat t ~aiV'- but in lfast-'ington D.C. WI=) w~l'e t::ld that we woUld b" 

dela :Ted f€l'" e~ght hours . But th~ tro TamiaLii was due, we found out, so my:fxxx 

frltnd 8"0 f left tho tr oop t~tn, caught tho Tar.1i ami, wey~ cu",soo out by tr.e 

cor,duc tor tecallse we ha d not ~. ck"" ts a"d no tra in orde'(S to s ~ow him . But we 

talkefJ tJack , told l-d.m we had just gotten back fl'om ove"seas , that WP were try­

inp: k; gf"t h~ fo"'1 Cr ~istr.1as, an d he did soften up -right much. Tn fact , he 

seemod so-rry foY' vJnat he had said to us ea"'li8'f. 

About 2:00 AM WA rode tr~ouR;h Wilson N.t. a ~~ I saw a counle of nolicemen 

staod~r~ the .... e whom I had known over t "",o yoa-rs . I'he tY'a~n did not stop tl--e .... e. 

\';0. ar~i1.'ed at Fay"'ttevi"!le a~d then to Ft . ~ragp; ab :,> ut 4:no Ai'~ . 'f.!e were ~ven 

\>t:nks a(ld told that we'd have to walt our turn fo'" discral"~e. I ,al' into ~lin ­

ky Bullock ~n tnp same baryacks, and we stayed tOf,eth~r unt51 discray~o. ~y 

tank man had t o fY,o to another al"ea far' his disc h a"'ge, Some six da 1Ts lat!'!l", my 

name was on the list"';:or discra'Y"e. 'NheYj J got to t;~o ass~gnp,d rlacp, I was 

given ~ phys:cal ard to l d trat my hl'Jod p""essu"'e Via s low and that ;- whould go 

to a rospi 'cal foY' a feW' da ys. I PT'OtA s t"d s -oY'onf:;ly a nd to 1d t r-p- m it wa slow 

when th'y took mE' ~n . Part of m1T y'Pco"'ds we~ lost, but tre:T ar-rra~entlY had 

somt r"'cords there. The doctov-ca!'f hack ad d h!'! said "you're right •• it was low 

when you caMP in." Then at th.e. desk I was told that :t re.qui"?Od 85 points for 

a discl-a~e. Since my records wevt=> no'S all the l"e , h~said '!you go h'me for a 

mont~'s furlough, en10Y Christmas, and comF; back ~e on Janua""y 18." I asked 

him bow many points it took for a d1schar e;9il a ~ d ~ saif! "55 points. 1I I asked 

bim bow many could ho. figll -'~e wjtl\ th~ pa-"tial reco"ds that Ij::hd . W f~r:uT'-"'d KJ'< 

awrile a " d re said " I don't beli'-'ve 1t •• yO" ha 1'''' 55 with only half yow Xl/£g:)&X~ 



you figure ()ut t ~'" ")1'Jst of t h n st()~y." He s mile d , a nd said " OK ,if t "'at :is what 

you want.!l Ee V'rrote it out, eave it to !pI', ard I wa s given tbe. familia~ rup­

ture.,.d duck. 1 made my "layout of the post to t ~l( bus station. TheY'o was no bus 

goinp: to Wilson until about 8:00 o'clock that night, l!o tyalns wev'e p;()inp; aut 

8ither t :- a t I r. ould«x catcr. I decidl"ld to watt it ou t at t~ bUf; stat jan. r 
re8c r ed Wj lson about midnigh t, f,o t a taxi to d~ivp. me ~~~. Tb~e was a snall 

ca me t o t~ d()o". SnA kne w I was hom~ bocause s~ r ad ~ca -"'d it ovey T'adjo, bu t 

sbe was unnrepared f() '" m:y al'T\val a t M~,dn igr:t. Sf.-p hael a hl'aT't attack ")tight 
, 

t ~ eT'e. Sh"" al"1'e..ad9 had a '1ery .,ad ~art. S1:le y""mained ~n bod the nf..~t rliav, but 

she was soon Up again. Si\8 live d about t ,'l () yo aT's. It was .JJecembor 19, 194:$,aJl,d 

I was ~e fo"" Cbristmas. It was a hanp y day. 

MY GREATEST ARMY STORY--DAN MAHANEY 

A youn g soldier and I were talking as tbe sleet and rain beat down on us. 

It was just before thE' bombardment. Danny asked me if ] ever prayed. I said 

"yes, Danny J pra, often." He askl1d "wbat do you pray for"? Maybe J did not 

answer him directly, but I said "banny, I've g~t to get through this war some­

how. I've got to get back home; there's so much I want to do •• I~ve just ~ot 

to gf't home safely somehow." 

He looked at me and said !lme, I'm ready to go; I p~ayed all night that 

a shell would cpme and get me •.• I can't stand this any longel" •• T want to gO, 

and I'v~ Drayed that it might happen.!l Within a matte!' of a few minutes, it 

did happen. ~anny Mahaney was dead. A shell killed him instantly. Looking at 

that mutilated body, I kn~w his pT'ayer had been answers9. 

SADDEST DAY 

I r,uess the saddest day of my mother's life was tho ~rning I left in 

WW II fo~Ft. ~agg and t~ army. As she prepared b~eakfast for me, oatmeal, 

oranp:e ,i1lice, toast, a :! d cofffee, the tears were stT'eam:'.ng down her eyes. And 
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my tears were plentiful too. She was in very poor health. As J was ready to 

leave for tee postoffice, I went into the bedroom and kissed my nephew who 

lived with us, Jimmy ~iney who was asleep. My sister Agnes was up and I kiss­

ed her. Then I shook hands with m~ father. Then I gave my mother a p'ood hug 

and kiss. I walked out thp door an d down the strent. And I never looked back. 

T knew it woul~ bp harder on my Mother if I looked back ond waved and it would 

have been harder on me too. I guess it was my mother's saddest day. 

~PFAT 

Many years later Bachel and I would take our son, Ashley B~ow~ Futrell J~, 

(Brownie) to Duke University to ente~ there. We slj'ent considevablp tlmP. unpack=­

ing his belonginasxx and carryi ng them to thp ~om. We had him settled and we 

were ready to leave. I put niy arm around \n-.im, hugg&d r.im, and said goodbye 

a r.d walked down t r e hall--and I never looked back. I probably could not have 

seen very well anyway because of the tears. His college education had begun. 

Three years ~d nine months later his mother and I would go back for his grad­

uat?on. We were ext~emely proud and he graduatpd with academic honors. And now 

he would come hom n to enter the family business with us. 

Rachel and I were proud that we were financially able to send him to col­

lege. Tn my own day, I had to wOTK)scrape, miss meals for lack of money, do 

without books, a nd In general "hang on" in a depression. In 1933 upon my own 

graduatjon, I was unable to get a job. Tim~s were extremely critical. 


