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We 1e£t Basra. by jeg@ahmd went to Alwaz, Iran to “board the ﬁ%raln far Teheran. o
Ver warm rids "i':lue to hewving to travel all the way to Alwaz by desert. We boé.rded
the train at six o'clock Monday evening and immediately began to size up the s:.tuation to

Memme how we were going to sleep that night. The car on which we wez“-e riding was

mpban, most likely of Germen meke, It had herd wooden seats and by lifting up the

~back of them, Whlch were hinged at the top, one could turn the compartment into a four

;  bunk bedroom, no mattresses though. As we statted to travel, we prepared to go to bed

a.nd about nine otclock we did. Everything was allright until about eleven o'cloék when

_ we went throught the first tummel, then it got rough. One thing that:made the situation

‘lwrse was the fact that we had two steam locomotives pulling us and the cinders and hot
fumes which came back into the cars were something terrible, If we had have been lucky.

“~enough to get two deisels, things would have been much bettgr'. Now you say, what's a

unnel or two, *tsha.t is Just it there were over a hundred of them. By the nex-t m.oming

R

< ha.d'enough cinders down my nostrlls a.nd throa.t to know what a i furna.ue feels like. Af‘her '

the ttmnels, the trip wasn't so bad a.nd we arnved in Teheran at seven o'clock Tuesday
evening. On the way at Qum (pronounced like Gume) I saw & mosque with what is claimed to

be an all gold dome, it seems rather fantastic, but it really looks like gold, Well, so

:much for my passage to Teheran,

On approaching the railroad station, it alm'ost seémed like arriving at.a railroad
vsts.;tion in a city in the States, it is really modern and was built by Reza Shah, the
A_fo,rmer king, who died in South Africa recently, From the station they took us by truck
'bo the Recreation Center, an old Presbyterian Missionary Hospital which has been turned
into kind of a hotel for the fellows coming up from the south on Temporary Duty. It looks
‘something like a college campus and has flower gardens and plenty of good shade trees
-around it. Being rather lucky, Wick, myself and another fellow from Ahwaz were put in a

small room to ourselves, most of the fellows get big rooms. It was rgther small, but there

‘Wwas room eﬁough‘,for us. One good thing, it was laceted in the basement where it was cool F




-

““ﬂ;ey»..served good food and there is a PX at which you could buy ice ‘cream .

7‘ I didh't buy anything from the souvenir shép, because I can get “the same stuff here in
'Bas;;&- much cheaper. The Recreation Center ‘had a Qﬁié’t‘ Room which looked something like
& a "yhojtel‘ lobby, for the.fellcms *Eo sit around and read. Three nigh’tsv cr‘:u'tm“ofj heé.ch week
- about twelve pretty Persi.a.n girls come in and operate a Snack Bar. There id e theatre
: and a Day Room algo; I guess I havb elaborated enough®on the Recreation Center,
Every dey Special Service conducts tours of different places of interest in Tehersn.
§ The first one I took was on Wedﬂesday aﬁﬁbi‘hoon to Darban, a summer resort about ten miles
out of Teheran. It was very nice out there in thé mountains and there is a very nice
1 hotel too, We'couldn't go into the hotel because it was full and they didn't want a bunch
;' of soldiers wandering around inside, but we Were able to wlak around on the terraces which
had beautiful flowers and lawns planted on them,+ We climbed %o the top 01; the hill over
looking the place and got a wonderful view of it, I didn't know there was any place in
“&Iran es8 nice, beautiful and as ci:i"o;], as that, The Diplomats from the different countries
~-Spend their swumer months al. the resori.to escape the heat of the city of Teheran. A&lso.
‘i"‘v’""there is the summer palace of the Shah, all we saw of that was a peek through the main gate.
" There was a bar in a garden across the Sﬁ*éet from the hotel, so Wick and I went in and
bought & shot of Vodka and lime., I wanted to taste of some of some of that, I would hate
to say I had been so close to Russie and neve-r tasted Vodlca? The bar maid wés French and
“she wanted to>find someone smong us whot could speak Fremch. I am not good enmough at it,
80 I didn't let her kmow I knew a little Freach.
On Thursday I went on a tour of the museumS, there are two, thé Archeological and
another one, I dqn’c remember the name of it, but it is located in the home of one of the

former Governors of Teheran, The Archeological musemm has mostly the f'indings of arche-

ologists in- the old cities of Persia. There are two plaques, one gold and one silver.
The gold one was found at the old city of Persepolis in southern Persia, the gold in this
one is worth sbout fifteen thousand dollars and the historical value of it is priceless.

‘The silver one was found in Hamadan by sorme coolies who broke it up into pieces and divided

it among themselves. So far, one corner of it is still missing, they haven't found the

@




,m; vrhovhas- it yet. The 61’:1 sh’uh killed twoof the coolies upon "1;hom- they found }“ﬁe{féu»
’é)f this plaque. Most of the other displays were Plaster work from. the walls of old build-
' ings, pottery, too“ls, weapons of war, _stone carvings, o].d coplea of the Koran,(the
AMc':oh'amada.n'Bible) s and rugs found in these old cities. The way they made the plaster work
last so loﬁg was by mixing it with eggwhites instéad <;f water, .There were some 0ld doors
"taken from places in the old cities that had beautiful mosiac wo'rlE on them, The other
museum had Gostumes of all the. fri:bés in Persia and a wérdrobe of the old Shah. Most of
the other displays consistad of things sécred by reliém, art, atheietic equipment, and
weapons of war. This museum, as I said before, is located 7in the old Governors home, and
I~ think it wa.s probably a luxurious place when it was new. . It is now. about one hundred
years old, The Archeological musemm is as new a.nd modern as most myseﬁms in the States.
On this afbernoon I visited the Bazaar, which is the largest I have yet seen, it has
~ thirty five miles of hdllways. In it one can buy most any a.rti.cle gveilable in Iran,
The first part is devoted to shoes, there shoes are made from the first stitch and sold.

Futher on we saw them tannmg the leather and cutting 11: out so that it could be made into

differezgt artlclea. Then we saw the Per51an rug repalrers fncing old rugs which had been
worn out in places. Also inside the Bazaar was a Mosque and a school built by the Germans.
The school stood out among the old buildings because it was new and modern, In the court
of the Mosque there is: acpool of water in which the Persians wash anything they have that
needs washing, and that covers a lot of things, as well as getti;g their drinking water
from it too. As we went through the halls we saw the meta.l Qmiths who were making pots
and pans. It was interesting to watch the kids operate the bellows to the forge. I will
list the ogher sections, I can't describe them. all, it would take too long. There is the
leather bag: section, the butchery, the clothingssection and the home appliance section,
along with numerous other sma.l'i ones., In the clothings section, c;ne is measured up in
the public of the hallway and the suits are made upstairs, In purchasing meat from the
butchery the Persians cant be choosy, they teke ;rhkt they get.. For example, they buy
thirty rials worth, in that they get some fat, some lean, some Bone, etce, they ‘caj.n't ,

say they want ham, steak, or lamb chops, they have to take what the butcher gives.them' :
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W On Friday moraing I went out to the old city of Rey, which is so old that it is
underground Dr. Smith from the University of Penmyimia. was. doi_ng archaological work
“there until the war broke out. The city was destroyed last by Ghengis Khan and his army
aﬂd when the Persians rebuilt they moved further over toward the mmm*hains end built what
-is now the city of Teheran. The coolies are still digging out the ruins for Dr. Smith
~and according to the guide, he thinks that they will have got down to where he can start
Pinding things after the war. The main thing he is looking for is a gold or silver plaque
= like those found at Persepolis and Hemadan. I have a piece of pottery I picked up out there
I dont know whether it is valuasble or not, There are some carvings out there on the
mountain side that someoethe old kings had made, also there was a thirby"slide carved out
in the rock on which the kings used to amuse them selves. The guide said he wondered what
they used for insulation and protection against the heat. caused by friction, if you know
what I mean.
On Friday afternoon we want on a tour of the city of Teheran, which took us to all

the government buildings. They are all modern, the old Shah had lots of modern ideas and

he was building Tehe@ into a modern city before he was exiled. The modern buildings
are the Police Department, the State Department, Finance Department, Telegraph building,
Post Office, Bank Building, and the Iranian Officer's Club, The next palce we went to
was the American Embassy, we didn't go inside the building, but we walked around the grounds
They'.have a nice pool in the gardén which is out in fromt of the building, and there iz a
: grové of trees,about the size of a city\ block, surrounding tﬁe i‘:hnbassy. President Roosevelt
stayed there one night during the confsren;:e. After seeing this, we went to the stadium
~which is as modern as some stadiums you can find in many cities in the States. There are
two swimming pools, one for professionals and one for amatears. They are about they size
- of the pool in ¥ilson and just as good, The Iranians can swim there free of charge. The
stadium is about the size of the one at Stete College in Ralwigh. Next we went to the
Kings palaces, of which there are fourteen, In these he,along with all his relatives, lives.

The Shah's palace is very large and modern with beautiful gournds surrounding it. The best

“Jooking of the fourteen are the Shah's palace and the old Shah's palace, After this we
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he way there sew some of the modern apartments

on Reza Shah Avenue. Since the conference, the city officials have remamed three streets,
-thBS( are Roosevel;b Avenue, Churechill Avenue and Stalin Avenue, I saw these too, One thing
about the city, it's water system is in the gutters, the peeple throw sewage into the gut-
ters and later in the day water rums down them and it is from this water that washes the‘
sewage out of the guttéfs that they.take their water for drinking, bathing; and coocking,
This should give you some idea Of how sanitary they ares They say that the old Shah was
going to put in a water system before he exiled, incidentially, the reason he was exiled
was because he was a little fond of the Germans, this accounts for all the German archi-
tecture in the city. 4

On Saturday morning we went out to another German built factory, the glass factory.
This was particularly interesting to me because I hadnmver before seen any glass blown.
About the most interesting part of it all was the Czech glass blower, he blew a statue .
of a woman in glass, which was very good, It took about a half hour for hun to meke this;
.and every step of it was very interes&;gg. I will say that I think about ninety ,percen‘t
of the labor in this factory were children, ranging from ten to fourteen years of age.
I dont see how they stand it in there, those glass ﬁzmaces are from 3000 to 4000 degrees
and that makes the heat in the place almost unbearable, The guide told us that they didn®
live to be very old. The whole process from melting the quartz:to the cutting of designs
on the finished product was reslly worth while.

On Saturday af:bemoom we slept, because we had been on the go so much we needed it,
and we wanted to rest up so that we could visit some of the night:spots. I will write you

later on about those.

.

The trip Sunday morning was to the _Russian Embassy and the scene of the Big Three
Conference. The grounds around the Russian Embassy are a lot like those of the Américan
Embassy. You have probably seen pictu-res of the front of the building with President
Roosevelt, Prime Ninister Churchill, and Premier Stalin sitting-on the porch. We went int
the conference room which is the main room of the Embassy. It is a big room, about thirty
- by twenty five f‘eet and hes & hardwood floor which is laid like tile in a certain pat’cern.\
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::—-'“"ﬁ' ‘Eie center there im a beautiful Persian rug upon which sits the conference 'babld. fstf"

is a plain ta.ble about eight reet in diame‘!:er. Around the table there are twelve chﬁizs.
In thev*center of the cei.hng of the room there is a big gless chandilier and around on the
walls are pictures of Premier Staiin, ‘Molotov, Lenin and other Rusgign Statesmen and
Hilitarists., ?residant Roosevelt lived in some 'ofﬁ.cal rooms adjoining the conference
room which were converted into bedrocms for the occasion.

The story is that the Russians didn't start to have the table or the chairs to go
with it made until thirty six hours before the confereace took place, and due to that fact
the table was just roughly finished at the time, They said that the Americans and British
wanted the table but the Bussians wouldn't let them have, but suggested that they go to
the Czech carpenter who made “and get the scraps. They did this and the carpenter was sell
ing them packing crates and everything else until they were put wise to what was going on.
Another thing that went like wild fire for souvenirs were pencils, every time one of the
big three would put his pencil dowmn it would disappear. The Russians ;Srepé.red the confer-

ence room with matches, ash trays and cther accessories, :v.t seems they had to do this
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séveral times because those things kept getting mto the ha.nds of souvenir hunters.  The

vRussians weren't soubenir hunters until they saw how the rest were acting so they started
collecting stuff too. They say that the Russians at the Embassy knew something big was
in the ait sometime before i't? happened and when Stalin arrived it was almost a surpl.:'ise
but not quite. When Pr:’uz’te Minister Churchill arrived they pulled e trick on the Iranic;ms
who flocked along the main streets to see him. The British sent a limosine and an old
RJA.F. truck to the airpott. Churchill went through the motions of getting in the limosine
but actually got in the truck. The Iranians cheered the limosine as it went through the
streets and Churchill rode to the British Embassy by the back way in the truck. The g
grounds of the Embassies were heavily guarded by Russianm, British end American soldiers.
On Sunday afterncon Wich snd I went out to P.C.C. Headquarters to see dome fellows
we knew out there. i Also omnvthat afternoon I saw the highest mountein in Irean, which is
18,000 feet highs It is about three times as high as lt. Mitchell in North Carolma.

Teheran reminded me a lot of Bombay, except Bombay is a port city end Teheran isn't.
The trip back was about the same as the trip up, except we had deisel engines and didn't
choke like we did befors.

Thus frq Was made the [FsF wick af féf/aus)‘/ /P4 )



