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The National World War II Museum is pleased to add an MIA 1 Chemical Mortar Cart to the 
collection. As a companion piece to the Ml Chemical Mortar, this particular mortar cart was 
designed to actually carry the mortar into action. 

The mortar has been a standard piece of equipment since the introduction of black powder at the 
end of the Middle Ages. This artillery weapon is designed to fire with a high arching trajectory 
that is particularly useful in firing over fortifications. The modern mortar was developed during 
the Siege of Port Arthur in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905. Widely used in World War l, the 
mortar had been greatly improved upon by the beginning of World War II. The 4.1-inch mortar 
was originally designed in the 19305 to fire chemical weapons, like poisonous mustard gas or 
flammable white phosphorous. 

When it became apparent that chemical warfa re wou ld not be employed in World War II, 
additional uses were considered for the chemical mortar, and high explosive shells were developed 
that could be used with this weapon. A battalion of 4.1-inch mortar had as much fire power as a 
battalion of I05mm howitzers but required fewer boats to bring them ashore. Beginning with the 
landings at Sicily, chemical mortar battalions were assigned to accompany infantry divisions in 
their initial landings. 

At 330 pounds, the M2 Chemical Mortar was too heavy to carry by hand. The MIA 1 Cart was 
developed to carry the mortar and accessories while a similar cart carried ammunition. During 
the invasion of Normandy, the 81 " Chemical Mortar Battalion landed on Omaha Beach and the 87''' 

Chemical Mortar Battalion landed on Utah Beach. They both landed from Landing Craft Vehicle 
and Personnel (LCVP), dragging their mortar carts ashore by hand. On Omaha Beach, the front 
line was too close for most of the day to allow the mortars to be brought into action, but on Utah 
Beach, they were quickly put to use. The After Action Report stated "the infantry was amazed at the 
rapidity and accuracy with which our mortars replied." 


