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And He said:

You would know the secret of death.

But how shall you find it unless you seek it 

in the heart of life?

The owl whose night-bound eyes are blind unto 

the day cannot unveil the mystery of light.

If you would indeed behold the spirit of death, 

open your heart wide unto the body of life.

For life and death are one, even as the river 

and the sea are one.

In the depths of your hopes and desires lies 

you silent knowledge of the beyond:

And like seed dreaming beneath the snow 

your heart dreams of spring.

Trust the dreams, for in them is hidden 

the gate to eternity.

Your fear of death is but the trembling of 

the shepherd when he stands before the 

King whose hand is to be laid upon him in honor.

Is the shepherd not joyful beneath his trembling, 

that he shall wear the mark of the King?

Yet, what is to die but to stand naked in the 

wind and to melt into the sun?

And what is it to cease breathing, but to free the breath 

from its restless time, that it may rise and expand 

and seek God unencumbered’'

Only when you drink from the river of silence 

shall you indeed sing.

And when you have reached the mountain top, 

then you shall begin to climb.

And when the earth shall claim your limbs, 

then shall you truly dance.

Kahili Gibran, The Prophet
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Obituary

Johnnie Jerome Johnson (J.J.) entered this life on 

September 27, 1942, as the sixth of eight children 

born to Iona glover Johnson and the late Junius 

Pearl Johnson. On Thursday, April10, 2008, 

Johnnie entered life eternal. A brother preceded him 

in death, Carson Johnson, and sister, Jacqueline 

Diaz.

He received his education in the Chatham County school systems and 

completed true/^drivers training in Vineland, Hew Jersey. He was employed 

for over twenty years with Selig (Manufacturing, several of which were as a 

supervisor. In 1986, he started his own business, Johnson Trucking 

Company, which remained in operation until2007.

Johnnie was a faithful member of Corinth A-IM.E. Zion Church. He loved 

participating in Bible study and the teachings of Sunday school. He was a 

dedicated member of the Trustee Board, served as Class Leader, Assistant 

Superintendent of the Sunday School and a member of the iJsher Board and 

Choir.

Johnnie was known for his great sense of humor and always full of jokes 

and stories to tell. He was always loving and kind. All who encountered 

him always found themselves on the receiving of his warm, loving spirit. He 

often remarked about how fortunate he was to have been blessed with the 

love and support of family and friends. He truly loved the Lord.

The Recessional

Interment

Corinth A-(M-E. Zion Church Cemetery 

Siler City, North Carolina

Johnnie (J.J.) and his loving wife, gwennette had a sweet and caring 

relationship, loving each moment they shared. They courted for two and a 

half years and on September 3, 1962, they were united in marriage. To this 

union their sweet and loving daughter, Lynetta (Michelle was born. He had 

a loving family who gave him lots of love and support. He loved them 

dearly.

He leaves to cherish his precious memory, wife, gwennette Siler Johnson of 

the home; daughter, Dr. Lynetta Johnson Jobe and son-in-law, gibriljobe 

of Alpharetta, gA; His mother, Iona Johnson of Siler City, NC; sisters, 

Arzalia Nettles, Cornelia Rodgers, Sandra Price (Bobby), and Brenda 

Johnson all of Siler City, NC, Olivia Snipes ofLansdowne, PA; (Mother-in

law, (Mayine Siler Bowden of Siler City, NC; Eive godchildren, Timothy, 

Tyler andShiamier Snipes ofDreyelHill, PA-, Bryana and Joshua ‘Williams 

of Upper (Marlboro, (MD; many nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.


