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Obituary

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from 

the Lord which made Heaven and earth. - Psalms 121:1-2

David Samuel Strickland entered into this world December 12, 1921, and the 14th child of 

18 children born to Elder William Thomas & Nancy Aired Strickland of Randolph County. He 

departed this life on Sunday March 16, 2003 after an extended illness. After completing his basic 

education in the Randolph and Chatham County School System, he furthered his higher 

education through the extended Veterans Education Program.

Who findeth a wife findeth a good thing and obtained favor of the Lord. - Proverbs 18:22

He was united in holy matrimony to Harriet Rosetta Graves on July 15, 1945. This union was 

blessed with five children.

»

Endowed with the skills of a master Brick Mason, many edifices remain to show the talent that 

he was given.

Elder Strickland served in World War 11 and earned the rank of Staff Sergeant. He was 

engaged in two battles; Battle of the Rhine River under the leadership of General George Patton 

and Invasion of Germany. He received two Battle Stars, a Good Conduct Medal and an 

Honorable Discharge from the United States Army.

He was raised in a Christian home where the Bible was instilled in him so that it was no 

surprise that God called this servant into the Ministry in 1956. Prior to his call to Ministry, he 

became a member of Holy Trinity at the age of six and served the Church in many capacities; as 

a Deacon and Superintendent of the Sunday School. Later he became Vice President of the 

Sanford Sub-district YPHA and District Elder of the Sanford and Central Sub-District. He served 

on the Board of Presbytery (Western North Carolina District), the Board of Elders, of which he 

was Chairman, a position of which Chairman Emeritus was bestowed. He was a General Elder 

and was appointed advisor to the Missionary Department.

Elder Strickland was a pastor of several Churches; Margaret's Chapel United Holy Church, 

Staley,NC , for 22 years, Alston Chapel United Holy Church, Pittsboro, NC, for 26 years and 

Faith Gospel Tabernacle, Durham,NC where he served for 18 years. He was instrumental in 

building two houses of worship at Staley and Pittsboro and remodeled the Church at Durham. He 

Iso help to erect several other churches in the Western North Carolina District.



Elder Strickland continued to enrich his knowledge of the Bible by taking classes fr 

United Christian College and attending seminars and workshops. He received an Ho 

Doctorate Degree from the Teamer School of Religion in Charlotte, NC.

He was active and highly involved in his community also. He proved to be a pione 

paved the way for blacks to have a voice in local government capacities for he was th 

black to run for the seat of Town Commissioner of Siler City,NC. He was a member

NAACP, Chairman of the Neighborhood Community Center, served as President of the 

Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance and taught at the Interdenominational Bible In 

Siler City.NC. He also was co-host from time to time with Dr. Mattie Walden on her S 

morning Gospel broadcasts. The Lord not only blessed Elder Strickland with many pe 

talents, but he gave him a kind heart and loving spirit that was present in his disposition al

He leaves to cherish his memory in addition to his wife, two sons, David T. Strict 

Greensboro,NC; Henry Franklin Strickland (Anna) Asheboro.NC; one daughter, Ta 

Strickland-Jordan (Ben), Siler City, NC; two sisters, Marguerite Moffitt-Rogers (Milton), 

City, NC; Florence Rodgers (Ben), Greensboro, NC; eleven grandchildren, Armecia, Tre 

Dominique, Janelle, Derrick, Danielle, Maurice, DeAnna, Javoski, Keith and Pete. Thi 

great-grandchildren; a host of in-laws, nieces, nephews, cousins, god-children and friends.

In tears we tried to reach you 

Before you faded away;

Our hearts were truly broken 

We wanted you to stay.

But when we saw you sleeping,

So peacefully and free from pain, 

How could we wish you back with us

To suffer that again.

It broke our hearts to lose you, 

But you did not go alone.

For part of us went with you

The day God took you home.

The Family



My Father's Hands

I watched my father's hands,

As they slowly withered away.

Strong hands that had held and guided me 

through some of my toughest days. 

He'd loved and nurtured me, 

made me feel safe and secure,

Built my confidence, taught me to have high 

self-esteem, so I'd be able to endure.

I'd always known he'd be there for me

On whom I could always rely.

I watched you fight for life day by day 

your body racked with pain.

I wondered how you could labor so hard, you said, 

Tammie, it'll be alright, for I have heaven to gain.' 

"For I am a mere servant, sent by God 

to spread his holy word."

"On Christ's solid rock I stand, Armored with the 

words of God for all to be heard".

"My life dear child will speak for itself, 

now my work down here is done".

Then God closed Daddy's eyes and said, 

Come to heaven and abide, your victory is won"! 

As I sit here and think of what I've lost,

My Dad's words echo in my ear.

"Be not afraid, Trust in God above 

and you'll have nothing to fear."

"For my hands were merely replicas 

of our heavenly father's above."

"God's hands hold the world, Guide 

and surround you and everyone with his love. 

"Go ahead shed tears if you must, but 

know that I'm in heaven on this day."

"A glorious, beautiful place, where I'll 

lie in wait, for you to make your way."

when others turned me aside. 

My father, with his strong hands,

I love you Daddy!"

I will see you again. 

Tammie .



Negro Candidate Enter Race For City Commissioner's Post

Seven Candidates In Running For Board Position

A part time minister-bricklayer is the first of his race to file for public office in the town of Siler 

City. '

Rev. David Strickland a bricklayer during the week and pastor of Alston Chapel United Holy 

Trinity Church of America near Pittsboro,NC on Sunday, fled for the office of town 

commissioner on Thursday.

A native of Randolph County, Strickland is 43 years old and has lived in Siler City for 41 

years. He attended the public schools of Chatham County and served as a Staff Sergeant in the 

U.S. Army during World War 11.

He has been a minister for the past 10 years and went into the bricklaying business for himself 

after several years work with other firms.

He is married to the former Rosetta Craves of Randolph County and they have four children. 

He is a former president ofthe United Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of Chatham 

County.

Deadline for filing for office was Friday, April 16, and Strickland is the only person who filed 

for office without having been nominated at the town’s last Board meeting.

Courtesy of 

The Chatham News 

Thursday, April22, 1965



Larry Moffitt 

Johnny Haith 

Mike Milliken

Pallbearers

Philbert Marsh 

McArthur Haith 

Norman Scotton, Jr.

Aaron Goldston

Moral Bearers

Mona Scotton
Karen Thompson

Moral Bearers 

Nieces, Friends of the family

Ushers

Holy Trinity Church

The Family wishes to express its’ deepest gratitude and cinrer

appreciation for all acts of kindness and gene "Z sZZtT

us during the extended Illness and passing of our hveZne 

May Cod truly bless each and everyone of you.
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