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WOMEN and the AMERICAN RAILROAD 

" ... the railroad did not follow the towns made by the road but it 
made a road followed by the towns in the country: there were no 
towns and no roads therefore no country until the railroad came along." 

EXHIBITION THEMES 

Ladies at Work - 1855 
Little is known about the earliest 
railroad women employees. 

My, Isn't It Wonderful To Ride The Train 
Women were intrepid travelers even 
before the golden spike was driven. 

Go West, Young Women -1870's 
The call to settle the West by the 
railroads. 

Heroines - Real and Fictional 

- Gertrude Stein 

From braving a raging storm to saving a train to "Leaping from 
the Water Tower," our heroines "saved the day." 

Miss Myers and the four original Tennessean hostesses pose in their woolen berets and uniforms. 



Designers, Inventors and 
Engineers 

Who best would know 
how to make travel by 
trains more comfortable 
for women - a woman! 

The Soft Sell 
Women in Railroad Publicity! 
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SOUTilERN RAIlWAY SYST£ 

Responding to the Call-1914 - Women in World War 1. 

Girls Who Civilized The West - The Harvey Girls and the 
Southwest Indian Detour Guides were known for their 
manners, intelligence and wholesomeness. 

Nurses Who Rode the Trains - Predecessors to airline hostesses. 

Back to Work in World War II - Women again answer the call to 
help. 

Rosie Wins in Court - Southern Pacific operator / telegrapher 
overturnsCalifornia's Women's Protective law. 

Breaking Down the Barriers -
1970 - 80's 

New Employment 
opportuni ties for women. 

Railfans and Volunteers 
Women help keep the 
romance of railroading 
alive. 

We would like to thank The Chananooga Free Press: Southern Railway Historical Association 
Collection, Union Pacific and the Curator for providing the photographs in this brochure. 
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ABOUT THE CURATOR 

Shirley Burman, photographer and photo-historian spent the first part of her career 
as a housewife and the mother of five children. In 1968, Shirley packed her lunch and 

headed for college, graduating from the University of California-Davis four years 

later with a B.A. in Art. She had dreams of becoming an illustrator. She worked part­

time first as an artist, and then turned photographer. One of her first jobs as a 

photographer was for a small weekly newspaper. Then she worked for the Federal 

Government as a documentary photographer at a dam construction site. 

In 1978, the California State Railroad Museum hired Ms. Burman as a 

photographer during the building construction and equipment restoration projects. 

Her interest in railroads developed through her six-year employment with the 

Railroad Museum and her continuing association with staff friends. She also has 
been involved with the Nevada State Railroad Museum for nine years as a volunteer 

and is currently on the Board of Directors for the Friends of the Nevada State 

Railroad Museum. 
For the exhibition Women and the American Railroad, Ms. Burman scoured 

corporate archives, historical society files, university libraries, museums and many 

private collections to assemble the images that document the wide-ranging 

participation of women in the development, management and operation of railroads. 

Shirley is married to Richard Steinheimer, a railroad photographer and writer. 

They often work together on commercial photographic assignments. Clients include 

Amtrak, Southern Pacific Railroad, Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency 

and many corporations. 

Ms. Burman welcomes further stories or photographs about railroad women. 

Please contact her by writing to P. O. Box 8188, Sacramento, CA 95818 or by 

telephoning (916) 457-1908. 

This exhibit is made possible through the generous gifts of these loyal 
NCTM supporters: 

Samuel Spencer Chapter, National Railway Historical Society 
Citizens for Historic Spencer Association, Inc. 
Perceptor Psi and Alpha Lambda Chapters of 

Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, Salisbury 

The North Carolina Transportation Museum 
Historic Spencer Shops 

Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturdayand 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday 
For Information: (704) 636-2889, P. O. Box 165, Spencer, NC 28159 
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