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PROGRAM

The National Humanities Center 

invites high school teachers of 

history to participate in an institute 

on recent scholarly work in history 

and the application of that research 

in the classroom. The institute will 

consider approaches to the teaching 

and the study of history in the 

context of examining the agrarian 

tradition in American history and 

culture. We have chosen this subject 

because, though we live in an 
industrial age, we are still a people of 

the land. We anticipate that by 

exploring together viewpoints about 

the history of American agriculture, 

especially North Carolina's vital 

rural heritage, we shall deepen our 

understanding of all of America's 

past. The institute is supported in 

part by grants from the North 

Carolina Humanities Committee 

and the Rockefeller Foundation.

PARTICIPANTS
Twenty participants will be selected 

from among teachers of history in 

public and private secondary schools 

in North Carolina. Preference will be 

given to teachers who were not 

participants in the Center's 1984 

institute for history teachers.

FACULTY
Timothy Breen is Professor of 

History at Northwestern University 

and a former Fellow of the Center. 

He specializes in colonial America, 

race relations, and historical anthro

pology. He has conducted a year-long 

NEH Faculty Seminar and three 

NEH Summer Seminars for College 

Teachers. Among the books he has 

written are The Character of the 

Good Ruler: A Study of Puritan 

Political Ideas in New England, 

1630-1730; Puritans and Ad

venturers: Change and Persistence in 

Early America; and Tbbacco Culture: 

The Mentality of the Great 

Tidewater Planters on the Eve of

Revolution. He has co-authored 

“Myne Owne Ground,t: Race and 

Freedom on Virginia's Eastern Shore 

and America Past and Present.

John Shelton Reed is Professor of 

Sociology and Adjunct Professor of 

American Studies at the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

He, too, is a former Fellow of the 

Center. His special interest is the 
twentieth-century American South, 

and he has directed three NEH 

Summer Seminars for College 
Teachers on "Continuity and Change 

in Southern Culture." He is author 

of The Enduring South: Subcultural 

Persistence in Mass Society; One 
South: An Ethnic Approach to 

Regional Culture; and Southerners: 

An Essay in the Social Psychology of 

Sectionalism. He has been co-editor 

of Perspectives on the American 

South: An Annual Review of Society, 

Politics, and Culture.

David Shi is Professor of History at 

Davidson College and a former 

Fellow of the Center. His specialties 

are American intellectual and 

cultural history, diplomatic history, 

and the United States since 1965. He 

is the author of Matthew fosephson, 

Bourgeois Bohemian and The 

Simple Life: Plain Living and High 

Thinking in American Culture. In 

addition, he has written articles on a 

variety of subjects, including 

"Advertising and the Literary Imagi

nation during the Jazz Age," 

"Agrarianism for Commuters," and 

"Transatlantic Images: The Impact 

of the American Cinema upon the 

French Avant-Garde."

SCHEDULE
During one-half of each day 

participants will attend a seminar 

taught by one of the faculty 

members. The remaining part of 

each day will be devoted to study, 

informal discussions, consultation



with faculty members, and occa

sional guest lectures.

SETTING

The National Humanities Center, 
opened in 1978, is an institute for 

advanced study, where scholars from 

all parts of the United States and 

from overseas pursue research in 

history, philosophy, literature, and 

other disciplines in the humanities. 
Founded by leaders in education and 

public life, the Center is intended to 

enhance the usefulness and influence 

of the humanities in the United 
States. It is located on the Research 

Triangle Park campus of Triangle 

Universities Center for Advanced 

Studies, Inc., a consortium of Duke 

University, North Carolina State 
University, and the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The 

Center's building, designed to 

provide excellent conditions for 

reflection and discourse with 

colleagues, includes conference 

rooms, comfortable lounges, a 
central dining area, and studies for 

the institute participants.

STIPENDS, ACCOMMODATIONS
Participants will receive stipends of 

$250 for the three weeks, as well as 

an allowance for meals. They will be 

housed on the campus of Peace 

College in Raleigh.

CREDIT
Those selected will receive six hours 

of North Carolina credit for their 

participation in the institute.

Applicants should complete the 

enclosed form and return five copies 

to:

John O'Connor, Assistant Director 

for Programs

National Humanities Center

7 Alexander Drive

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

The deadline for application is 
March 30, 1985. Names of partici

pants and alternates will be 

announced as soon thereafter as 

possible.
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TOPICS

STUDYING AMERICAN HISTORY IN THE 

1980S

An examination of the "new" social history, giving 

special attention to comparative, interdisciplinary, 

and quantitative methodologies developed over the 

past decade and considering the relation between 

these approaches and more traditional emphases 

such as political and intellectual history

OLD WORLD BACKGROUNDS AND NEW 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT

A discussion of the extent to which seventeenth- 

century immigrants, both Africans and Europeans, 

transferred Old World agricultural systems to the 

New World, of the debt of the settlers to American 

Indian farming practices, and of the ways in which 

the newcomers radically altered the ecology

COLONIAL FARMERS OF NEW ENGLAND: 

PEASANTS OR YEOMEN?

An exploration of the debate over whether New 

Englanders were self-sufficient agricultural producers 

who owned their own land or were in fact peasants.

THE WORLD OF THE PLANTERS

An analysis of the effects that the unprecedented 

concentration on a single staple crop such as 

tobacco or rice had on the social, cultural, and 

demographic structure of the pre-Revolutionary 

South and on planter attitudes toward vital questions 

like slavery

AGRICULTURAL CHANGE IN THE PRE

INDUSTRIAL PERIOD

A discussion of how major transformations in 

American agriculture during the eighteenth century 

affected colonial farmers and influenced their politi

cal and economic attitudes and their symbolic 

universe.

AGRARIANISM IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC

An examination of the evolution of Jeffersonian 

political economy during the Revolutionary era and 

after, tracing the ways in which Jefferson, Madison, 

and other classical republicans tried to accommo

date their initial agrarian philosophy to the emerg

ing commercial and industrial age.

THE POPULIST REVOLT: AGRARIAN 

RADICALISM IN THE LATE NINETEENTH 

CENTURY

An analysis of the historical controversy during the 

past generation about Populism, with particular 

attention to Populism in North Carolina.

AGRARIAN SOCIETY IN TROUBLE: THE 

SOUTH OF THE 1930S

A close look at the perspective of the Nashville 

Agrarians and the Regionalists with regard to the 

South of fifty years ago, which resembled nothing 

so much as a Third World nation of the 1980s, and 

so long remained what President Roosevelt called 

(in the depths of the Depression) "the nation's 

number one economic problem."

THE ARTISTIC AND POLITICAL 

USEFULNESS OF BACKWARDNESS

An assessment of two classic portraits of Southern 

mral life—James Agee's Let Us Now Praise Famous 

Men and Erskine Caldwell's You Have Seen Their 

Faces—and an examination of photographs of the 

region.

THE NATURE OF AN AGRARIAN CULTURE

A scrutiny of the theory that in pre-industrial 

societies there are common "folkish" values that 

characterize village and peasant cultures everywhere 

in the world.

I * i 4“TI

Farm Security Administration photographs (front cover: Dorothea 

Lange; second and final pages: Marion Post-Wolcott), in the 

Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill.
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