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Letter from the President

Dear Friends and Members of ASFD,

ft is indeed an honor and a pleasure to address you as 

President of the American Society of Furniture Designers. I
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would first like to express to the family of David Kline my 

deepest sympathy on his passing. David was a true gentle

man, and the ASFD will always appreciate the leadership 

that he gave to this organization. He will be missed by all, 

and it was a privilege serving as vice president elect under 

him. ■

d like to thank the outgoing board members—Catina 

Roscoe, David Daniel, Bruce Mulder, Mitch Watson and 

Ron Stilwell for their loyal support and personal contribu

tions during the last few years. At the same, please wel

come the new board members who are Bruce Anderson, 

Fred Doughty, Alan Friedman, Buddy Grohs, Hal 

Halliburton and Doug Krieger.

I hope everyone’s High Point market in April was a suc

cess. By all accounts I have heard, this was a very good one. 

I would like to thank Ellen Gefen and Jerry Epperson for 

their superior presentation at the ASFD market event. I 

truly feel that everyone enjoyed the program and learned a 

great deal. I was particularly interested in Jerry Eppersons 

analysis that the furniture industry is on a high tide, and we 

should look forward to many more such prosperous markets 

for the next ten years. What great news! As furniture 

designers, this could be one of the best times in history to 

be in our business. Lets enjoy reaping the benefits!

e are looking forward to an eventful year for 1998. 

For starters, we will be hosting our third annual Pinnacle 

awards banquet on October 16. I hope all professional 

ASFD members will seriously consider entering designs this 

year. The Pinnacle award is a wonderful service to us as 

designers and the furniture industry. In addition, we will be 

hosting a conference in Savannah, Georgia on December 4

7, 1998. More information and details of this conference 

with pricing will follow shortly.
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Ians are underway to issue our first scholarship for a 

student studying furniture design. More about this from 

Doug Krieger, Scholarship Committee chairman.

Thanks to all our corporate members for their contri

bution to our market event. Your involvement in ASFD is 

very much appreciated. Our professional members look for

ward to seeing many of you in Atlanta for the IWF Show.

In closing, I would also like to thank several profession

al members that have been very important to me as mentors 

and friends: Steve Hodges, past president of ASFD and 

past employer; Ron Stilwell, past president of ASFD and 

friend; Mitch Watson, past board member of ASFD and 

past employer; Bruce Mulder, past board member of ASFD 

and past professor; and David Daniel, past board member 

of ASFD and friend.

Sincerely, 

D. Scott Coley 

ASFD President
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Meet Tigger....he and his twin 

brother 7y/fr are a lot of help running 

the ASFD day-to-day operations!

On April 23, the ‘97 Pinnacle 

Award winners were guests of honor 

at the High Point Spring Market 

Opening Day Press Breakfast. Steve 

Hodges, Michael Chazin and the 

writer watched proudly as Bill 

DiPaolo, IHFC Executive Vice

President introduced Dave Clark, 

Carl Schauble, Scott Coley and Tom 

McDaniel to the audience of over 

200 media representatives and as he further highlighted the 

importance and value of the Pinnacle to the industry. Designers 

please watch for the ‘98 Pinnacle Awards Poster including entry 

form which will be mailed only once this summer in June. The 

deadline for entries is September 1.

The ASFD Spring market event drew approximately 100 

members and guests to the High Point Elks Club on Saturday 

evening. Everyone seemed to enjoy the evening and particularly 

our guest speakers, Jerry Epperson and Ellen Gefen.

Many attendees personally join me in saying how much we 

appreciated both Jerry and Ellens support and availability to 

ASFD, particularly during a very busy weekend for both of them. 

We were also very pleased to have five Corporate members host 

product display tables including Hafele America Co., Impact 

Plastics, Leggett & Platt, Wood Technology, Inc. and 

VestWOOD Products. On behalf of all members, thank you 

Wayne Wickstrom and Leggett & Platt for co-sponsoring the

reception, and to all ASFD Corporate members for your loyal 

support and personal contributions!

Fd also like to thank Robert Evans and both Richard & Estie 

Bennington for their invaluable help for the market dinner. Estie 

helped raise over $100.00 for the ASFD Scholarship Fund by 

selling “split-the-pot” raffle tickets....and congratulations to Mrs. 

Tremlett who left the party $100 richer!

Speaking of scholars, we were joined by twenty student 

members primarily from Kendall College of Art and Design. 

What a pleasure to meet the future furniture designers and lead

ers of ASFD. (Right, Gang?!). While Im on the subject of edu

cation.... Congratulations are definitely in order to Dr. Richard 

Bennington, Professor of Business and Director of Home 

Furnishings Marketing at High Point University who was recent

ly named Professor of the Year at the graduation ceremonies 

where he also witnessed his son Michaels college graduation on 

May 9th. Richard is a valued honorary member and friend to 

ASFD.

Lastly, Fd like to add my condolence to Marsha, Dan, Mark 

and Phyllis who have lost a precious husband, father and brother. 

David Kline hired me a year ago and through the following short 

months became my valued ASFD mentor.

Most pleasantly unexpected, he became a friend who was 

delightful, humorous and eager to listen and share stories.

Having met in person only twice, we communicated by phone, 

fax or e-mail. This was most often on Saturdays when he must 

have turned away from his drawings to fully concentrate on 

ASFD business at hand, or just to ask me “how’s it going, 

Christine—can I help you?” And he always did.

Affiliate:

Associate:

Corporate:

Professional:
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Joseph Patrick Normile, President,Caer Ellim Guild,

8419 Running Creek Road, Gibsonville, N.C. 27249 Tel. (336) 586-9305.

Jacqueline Cuervo, Asst. Treasurer, Chase Manhattan Bank,

4536 Park Ave., Apt. 9, Weehawken, NJ. 07087 Tel. (201) 583-1725

Everette Vest, President/CEO, VestWOOD Products,

V & E Components, Inc. , 720 West Fairfield, High Point, N.C. 27264, Tel. (336) 434-4109

Angel J. Alvarez, Staff (Camilo Office Furniture) and Freelance Furniture Designer, 9810 S.W. 4th 

Street, Miami, Florida 33174;Tel. (305) 261-5366; Fax (305) 262-6873

Student: Jessica Cheslek, Kendall College Art & Design (KCAD)

Matthew Hurley, KCAD, Grand Rapids 

Peter Aiken, KCAD, Grand Rapids
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ASFD seeking entries for Pinnacles

The American Society of Furniture Designers’ Pinnacle 

Design Achievement Awards program is under way for 1998.

Steve Hodges of Steve Hodges Associates is chairman for 

1998.

The Pinnacle Awards promote better design and encour

age the recognition of furniture designers in the home fur

nishings industry.

There are 13 categories this year, including two new ones 

— entertainment centers/home theater and casual furniture. 

The others are major collections, stationary upholstery, 

motion upholstery, bedroom, casual dining, formal dining, 

occasional furniture, home office, juvenile furniture and cor

relates, lighting and accessories.

Entries must be in current production and either have 

been shown at a major retail furniture market or be available 

in at least 20 U.S. stores. Products entered in the 1997 com

petition that were not winners or finalists may be re-entered.

Judging will take place in High Point during the week of 

Sept. 7. Judges are Jackie Barrett-Hirschhaut, editor-in-chief 

of Elegant Bride; Richard Bennington, director of the home 

furnishings program at High Point University; Michael 

Chazin, associate publisher/editor of UDM magazine; Greg 

Connally, Gabberts Design Studio; Judith Cushman, J.Z. 

Cushman & Co.; Gary James, associate editor of 

Furnimre/Today; Bob Nightengale Jr., president of the 

Home Furnishings Council; Cindy Sheaffer, editor of Home 

Accents Today; Liz Seymour, freelance writer; Max Shangle, 

professor of design at Kendall College of Art and Design; and 

Tony Wilkerson, senior vice president of marketing for 

Havertys.

The deadline for entries is Sept. 1. Awards will be pre

sented at a ceremony on Oct. 16 at the High Point Country 

Club.

For information, contact ASFD at (910) 576-1273.

FURNITURE/TODAY — May 11, 1998

ASFD names officers, board members

NEW LONDON, NC — The American Society of 

Furniture Designers has named its new officers and board of 

directors for 1998-99.

Members of the executive committee include Scott 

Coley, McDaniel &C Coley Inc., president; Carl Schauble, 

Klaussner Furniture, president-elect; Carol Christa, Carol 

Christa Designs, and Roger Schneeman, freelance designer, 

vice presidents; Arto Szabo, Arto Szabo Associates, treasurer; 

Steve Hodges, Steve Hodges Associates, 1998 Pinnacle 

Design Achievement chairman; Karl Felperin, Felperin 

Design Associates, acting chairman; and Christine Evans, 

ASFD executive director.

Six new directors have been elected to the board. They 

are Bruce Anderson, Anderson Designs International; Fred 

Doughty, FCD Inc.; Alan Friedman, Alan Friedman 

Associates; Carl Grohs Jr., Design Directions; Harold 

Halliburton, Creative International; and Doug Kreiger, 

Sauder Woodworking.

Returning to the board are Joe Mallison, Joe Mallison 

Furnimre; Richard Probst, O’Sullivan Inds.; Jeff Smoler, 

J.E.S. Designs; Rochelle Johnson, Henredon Upholstery; 

Bob Stannard, Stannard Design Associates; and Susan Von 

Cannon.

Deadline for August Bulletin — July 10

Send entries to: Attn.: Rockelle Joknson

' P.O. Box 2043 • Jamestown, N.C. 27282

Office: (910) 888-2939 Fax: (910) 888-2928



David Kline, ASFD President, dies

by Carol Christa

It is with great sorrow that I inform you of Davids death. 

He died in California during the recent April Market. He 

will be sorely missed.

David took care of the ASFD as if we were his family.

He kept no secrets and was always 

willing to share his ideas. He was 

a very giving man and generously 

took time to help young designers. 

David was a strong advocate 

against knock-offs in our industry. 

He tirelessly supported everyone 

on the ASFD Board of Directors 

and kept in close touch with us all. 

He stayed on top of everything. 

He constantly provided new mate

rial for the Bulletin; he continual

ly invited designers and suppliers 

to join our ranks. Under his lead

ership, the Pinnacle Awards flour

ished, and the ASFD organization became stable with the 

hiring of Christine Evans, our Executive Director. The 

ASFD was a part-time job for David whose only pay was the 

satisfaction of his commitment to support others and get the

job done well. David was a member of ASFD since 1987 

and served on the Board of Directors since 1991. He was 

President of ASFD when he died.

David was born in Chicago and grew ap in Los Angeles. 

He studied architecture and graduated with a BS Degree in 

Industrial Design form the University of Southern 

California. He served in the Special Services Branch of the 

US Army from 1956 to 1958 and was stationed in Verona, 

Italy. David was self-employed for most of his career. Since 

1967 he operated David T. Kline & Associates, a design firm 

specializing in case goods and lighting.

A devoted family man, Dave and his wife Marsha were 

married for forty years. He leaves behind two sons, Mark 

and Dan. Dave had a fine sense of humor and many inter

ests including travel and photography. He was very involved 

in community service, and he was ready and willing to lend 

a hand whenever necessary. His wife Marsha said “he was 

everyone’s good friend.”

He certainly was mine.

The Board of Directors has set up a special Scholarship 

Fund in honor of David. The David T. Kline Memorial 

Scholarship will be awarded to an outstanding student 

designer at a future ASFD Market Event. Please send your 

donations to: The ASFD Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 2688, 

High Point, N.C. 27261.

ASFD Scholarship announced

by Doug Krieger

Scholarship Committee Chairman

On behalf of the ASFD Scholarship 

Committee, I would first like to extend 

our deepest condolences to the David 

Kline family.

It is because of David’s professional

ism, integrity and commitment to the 

ASFD and its growth that it is my priv

ilege to announce the “David Kline 

Memorial Scholarship.”

This will be an annual scholarship 

awarded in the spring of the year.

The eligibility requirements and 

other details will be forthcoming.

Any persons wanting to make a 

contribution can do so by sending them 

to Christine Evans (payable to the 

ASFD at ASFD headquarters).



ASFD Market Event

Howard Skillington, Fred Puksta, 

David Orth and John Cooper (left to

right).

C’mon, Carol! You’re holding up the

line!

Welcome VestWood!

New Corporate Member

Everette Vest, president of 

VestWood, discusses prod

ucts with Jack Lewis, La-Z- 

Boy designer, and Richard 

Bennington.



Hal and Susan Halliburton with Jerry 

Epperson and Jack Lewis (left to 

right).

Marty Pratt, left, and new sidekick,

Jason Payton, right.

Ellen Gefen and Jerry Epperson, 

event guest speakers.



Michael Chazin (left) and Arto 

Szabo (second on right).
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ATTENTION FURNITURE DESIGNERS — We Get Letters!

Newsletter or Publication

The American Society of Furniture Designers

High Point, North Carolina

March 30, 1998

Dear Sirs,

lam writing you as an advocate of Americas senior citizens who are unable to find inexpensive or moderately priced 

furniture that meets their needs. In particular, my parents and their associates are unable to find sofas or upholstered 

chairs that are high enough for them to easily sit down in and get out of As a result many of these folks stuff' thick foam 

cushions under or on top of the cushions of chairs and sofas they have. Even this partial solution is not always very satis

factory.

I am hopeful that furniture manufacturers will begin to take into account this large untapped market of older people 

and start making higher furniture. This would also be appreciated by taller people! Thank you for your attention.

Louise Crissman 

7708 Maryknoll Av. 

Bethesda, MD 20817

American Society of Furniture Designers "" Mailing Address:

Christine Evans, Exec. Director RO. Box 2688

144 Woodland Drive High Point, NC 27261

New London, NC 28127 Phone: (910) 576-1273

Fax: (910) 576-1573
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