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General Bryan Grimes 

Shot to Death from Am

bush. The Cold Blooded 

Villain Escapes.

Aug 14, 1880. General Bryan 

Grimes, a wealthy planter of Pitt 

county, whose plantation is about 

nine miles from Washington, N.C., 

had been at the Beaufort County 

Convention on Saturday last in that 

town. He was very agreeable all day, 

chatting pleasantly with his friends

and talking about Democratic

chances of success. Late in the after

noon he started home with Bryan, a 

twelve year old son of Thomas Sat- 

terthwaite, in the buggy with him.

SHOT FROM AMBUSH 

When they had proceeded about 

five miles and reached Bear Swamp, 

where the road 

is very narrow, 

and the swamp 

on each side is 

almost impene

trable with un

dergrowth and 

covered with 

mud and water, 

a gun was dis-

Down, Down The 

River—Nash Co.

By Louise Fuller

W,
hen the Tar River crosses

the county line from Franklin 

County into Nash County, it is full 

of brackish water from 

Cypress Swamp. Per

haps the river is sad to 

leave beautiful Franklin 

County, but excited to 

see what is waiting where old Simon 

Williams ran his ferry. There is no 

need for a ferry now. Richard Wil

liams, William Andrews, and his 

nephew, William Andrews, Jr. are 

all gone. There is no need to hurry. 

There is time to ponder.

Suddenly, as if a ghost of time 

past has remembered, the river 

turns north, makes a bend and de

cides to flow south to what we now

call Webb’s Mill. In earlier days, 

the area was known as Bryant’s 

Ford. A shallow, rocky ford oc

curred in the river and it was here 

that the old Indian trading route 

known as Green Path crossed the 

Tar. In the early 1740s, Benjamin 

Lane and his 4 sons were mer

chants at the ford. William Bryant 

had bought land from his brother- 

in-law, Joseph Lane; it is from Wil

liam Bryant the ford was named, 

long before the area became Nash 

County.

Nash County was formed from 

Edgecombe in 1777 and was so 

named to honor General Francis 

Nash of Orange Co., who died at 

Germantown, bravely fighting for 

our country. The bill which was en

acted to create Nash County stated: 

"after the present session of the Assembly, 

the county of Edgecombe be divided by a 

line beginning at the cool springs at John

(See Down... P.15)

charged at about twelve yards range.

Gen. Grimes immediately turned in 

the direction from whence the shot 

was fired and exclaimed:

"What are you doing in there?”

He then checked his horses which 

had been frightened into a gallop and 

said to the boy

"BRYAN, I’M SHOT."

"I hope not seriously,” answered 

Bryan who with great presence of 

mind took the reins.

”Yes, I’m killed, I’m dying now,” 

replied the General, who sank into 

the foot of the buggy and expired.

Bryan, whose conduct was admira

ble, and worthy of any man, drove

See Grimes, Page 13

TRC 1999 Dues 

Increase to $15

Postage, printing costs rise

!!rp
1 he danger in genealogical or

family research is the mere collec

tion of names." In upholding its 

motto, Preserving the Past for the 

Future, each issue of The Connec

tor provides a variety of tantalizing 

glimpses into the past, along with a 

slew of local names. We plan lots 

more for 1999; however, rising 

costs of publication have forced us 

to increase the dues to $15. This 

entitles members to quarterly news

letters, the surname list, the mem

bership list, and 3 queries.

For prompt delivery of your 1999 

Connectors, mail your check to 

TRC, PO Box 8764, Rocky 

Mount, NC 27804 by JaynuaivTi. 

19,99.



Search and Research

How to Lose an Ancestor 

and Gain Another

(Dne problem with genealogical

research is the frequent use of the 

same or very similar names. To 

avoid mis-identifying an ancestor, 

one must be very careful to examine 

all relevant information in detail. 

Some things to consider are:

1. . Men generally married the first

time between the ages of 18 and 

30.

2. Women usually married for the 

first time between the ages of 16 

and 21.

3. Most couples had a first child 1 

to 2 years after the marriage.

4. Allow about 2 years between 

children.

Continued on P. 3
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Teaching A Buzzard New Tricks?

Hilliard Thomas of Edgecombe gives it a try

Stories about Hilliard Thomas and his pets still live on in the corner of

Edgecombe Co. that later became Wilson. Hilliard had some strange ideas 

about what animals were supposed to be pets. For example, he once decided

he would tame a pair of young buzzards he found in a nest 

in the swamp. They couldn’t fly and he was able to get 

them into the road and drive them home in front of him.

It was obvious that, first and foremost, the buzzards 

needed a good bath; so Hilliard filled the cast iron washpot 

with warm water, grabbed some good lye soap and 

scrubbed that pair of buzzards from head to toe; then he 

took a good whiff. As you might imagine, they still reeked 

of buzzard with the added aroma of wet feathers. So, not to 

be outdone, he washed them again. They still stank.

After giving the scrawny, hump-necked, squawking birds several more 

dunkings, Hilliard finally gave up, exclaiming in disgust, ’Til go to the devil if 

they don't smell worse now than when I wet them." He turned them loose 

to get back to the woods as best they could.

Coons might work better

His mischievous pet coon, whose name has not survived, stayed in 

trouble with the ladies of the house. On one occasion the coon knocked an 

inkwell onto the floor. Fascinated with the shiny black puddle, he traipsed 

back and forth through it several times, even licking a litde of the strange 

substance off his front paws to sample the new taste.

The coon's next stop was the front bedroom where he made himself at 

home by walking all over a clean, white counterpane belonging to Hilliard's 

sister. As you can imagine, she took a broom and thrashed that animal to 

within an inch of his life.

Another time, at a corn shucking, Hilliard had a jug of whiskey in the 

com crib so the participants could partake of a little refreshment from time 

to time. The curious coon managed to turn over the jug and pull out the 

stopper. The moonshine poured out, but it wasn't wasted as the coon then 

proceeded to lap it up until he couldn't hold another drop. He lay down be

side the jug "as limber as a rag" and slept a good twelve hours, until he final

ly sobered up.

On one cold snowy night, that old coon didn't show up at bedtime and 

he got locked out. Used to sleeping in the warm house, he started looking 

for a way in. He wasn't dumb, so he climbed a tree that hung over the 

house, walked out a branch to where he could drop down on the roof, and 

came down the chimney. Then, leaving a wet sooty trail across the clean 

floor, he climbed into bed with his master. Needless to say, Mrs. Hilliard was 

not happy when she found the coon peacefully sleeping there the next 

morning.

One day the coon climbed one of the oaks in the yard and refused to 

come down despite Hilliard's whistles and calls. You might not believe it,

See Coon, Page 15
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The Forks of the Tar

(Now, Washington, North Carolina)

Om maps show a settlement as Bonner or Forks

of the Tar on the land where Washington now stands. 

It includes a 337 acre grant by the Lord Proprietors to 

Christopher Dudley in 1726. Edward Salter and 

John Worley owned the land for a short period of 

time. It was sold to Thomas Bonner in 1729 and he 

called his home "Bonner Hill". Bonner Hill was just 

north of Washington as we know it today. Bonner's 

son, James, inherited the land where Washington is 

and built his home there. For some unknown reason, it 

was then called Pea town.

In 1771, James Bonner established a town there with 

60 lots. The first reference to the town as Washington 

appears in the Council of Safety's Journal at a meeting 

in Halifax, October 21, 1776. This is the basis by 

which the town of Washington lays claim to being the 

first town named for General George Washington.

Washington was incorporated as a town by the Gen

eral Assembly at Hillsboro, April 13, 1782. The act of 

incorporation stated 30 acres had been bought by a 

number of people from Colonel James Bonner at a 

place called the Forks of the Tar River in the county of

To Arms!

To Arms! To Arms!

Defend your homes and firesides

Three hundred able bodied 

young men are wanted to meet in 

Washington on May 20th, 1861 to 

form three companies of volunteers 

for defense of North Carolina against 

the invasion threatened by her 

Northern foes. Your state is in dan

ger. Rally to her standard.

Washington-January 27, 1861

Beaufort. It further stated that land had been laid out 

in half acre lots, that houses had been erected and gave 

the adjoining landowners names.

Many North Carolinians affectionately refer to 

Washington as ’’the original Washington” and are justly 

proud of the rich heritage and history of this beautiful 

coastal town.

[Source: Washington and the Pamlico by Ursula Loy 

and Pauline Worthy.]

5. Land could not be sold by those

under 21. Women who sold land 

were usually single or widowed.

6. The use of Jr. or Sr. did not 

mean son and father in early 

days. It simply meant there were 

two people with the same name 

in the same area. The older was 

Sr. and the younger, Jr.

7. Census enumerators often add

ed designations such as father’s 

name when they knew of several 

people with the same name.

8. In census records, the head of 

household may not have been 

the oldest male in the house

hold, nor his wife the oldest fe

male. Some of the children listed 

may not belong to the head of 

household. They may be broth

ers or sisters, cousins, or no kin 

at all.

9. Be aware that census data in re

gard to ages is often incorrect.

People were not always aware of

whether they were to give their cur

rent age or their age at some desig

nated date in the past or future. In 

addition, mistakes were made in en

tering these in the various and 

changing categories used for differ

ent censuses. And lastly, many peo

ple did not know how old they 

were.

To make sure your ancestor is 

really your ancestor, use every detail 

of information you can lay your 

hands on, and be willing to discard 

any ancestor that has to be forced 

to grow on your tree!

[Taken from David Gammon's September 

presentation to TRC.]

eg so

A Sad Accident

July 22,1887: Our entire commu

nity was shocked last Sunday eve

ning [17 lul 1887] by an occurence

that terminated in the untimely 

death of Mr. George Strickland. It 

seems that he and his little son had 

been out to his fathers on a visit, 

and on returning, got up in Mack 

Green's buggy that was coming over 

towards town. The horse got fright

ened at a cow and began to run, the 

little boy jumped out and escaped 

unhurt, but the father jumped out 

from behind and as he jumped, his 

feet got caught in the curtain, his 

head struck the ground and caused 

concussion of the brain. He never 

regained consciousness, but died in 

about an hour. The deceased was a 

good citizen, a kind father and affec

tionate husband and will be sadly 

missed by a large family to whom he 

was devoted. The bereaved have our 

heart-felt sympathy.

[From the Freanklin Tims Weekly, 

Louisburg, NC.

Submitted by Danny C. Bunn.]



Edenton Tea 

Party— 1774

^Edenton, with a fine harbor on

Albemarle Sound, was the first 

capital of NC. It early became the 

market town and shipping port for 

wealthy planters. Here was society 

such as might be the boast of any 

town. Here "there were a greater 

number of men eminent for ability, 

virtue, and learning, than in any oth

er part of America," says a writer of 

that day, "while the women were 

models of virtue, refinement, and 

high-born courage."

There was much merry-making in 

the colonial capital in those early 

days. There were quilting parties, co

tillon parties, and afternoon tea par

ties. To the latter the men came in 

their long square coats, satin waist

coats, knee breeches, long blue or 

scarlet silk stockings, and square

toed shoes with silver buckles. The 

ladies came in their short-waisted, 

low-necked gowns, their throats 

covered with snowy kerchiefs or 

lace tippets, and with head-dresses 

of lace and ribbon. Then, while the 

favorite tea, the fragrant Bohea, was 

sipped from cups of dainty china, 

there was much pleasant exchange 

of merry jests and social gossip. The 

women would spin, reel, and talk of 

the fashions, while the men talked 

over news from London or from 

their plantations.

On the 25 October 1774, the 

idlers on the courthouse green of 

Edenton were much interested in 

the stir about the door of Mrs. 

Elizabeth Green. "I’ll warrant Mrs. 

Betsy is giving a tea party today, 

from the crowd that is flocking 

there," said a bystander.

"Yes," said another; "it seems 

a’most every woman in the neigh

borhood must be there, for many’s
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the coach and saddle-horse I’ve seen 

stop at that door this last hour."

"Dame Betsy is always giving tea 

parties. A pretty penny Thomas 

Green must make of his merchan

dise, to keep up with her fine ways."

"Tut, man! Let the women have

Green House, where Edenton 

Teaparty took place

their dish of tea and their bit of gos

sip. We all know they are modest 

and thrifty, as becomes women."

"There’ll be no lack of talk, I’ll wa

ger, for there goes Dame Penelope 

Barker, and her tongue never fails 

to wag, and that right merrily. See 

what state she takes on! No count

ess could carry a head so high, or 

hold herself more proudly."

"And that gentle little lady just 

stepping from the coach—who can 

she be?"

"What, don’t know the sister of 

Samuel Johnston, the beautiful

Sartoon of Edenton Tea Party, publishec 

in London. The faces are caricatures of 

English political figures of that time.

CONNECTOR

Mistress Isabel? A more gentle and 

lovely lady never lived. The gossips 

have it that she will soon be wed to 

Joseph Hews—him we sent to the 

Continental Congress now in ses

sion in Philadelphia. She has come 

in the coach from Hayes, her 

brother’s place. A fine house it is, 

with its walls covered with books 

and pictures."

There is Mistress Sarah Valen

tine. I’ll warrant it is her knitting 

that the maid carries in her bag. 

Dame Sarah never can sit with idle 

hands."

"No, nor with idle tongue either, 

for that matter."

"Upon my word, there is the 

coach from Paradise. Friend Ho

skins has well called his home by 

such a name, with such a woman to 

adorn it. No woman in Edenton 

doth wear such caps and gowns as 

Dame Hoskins, and they say her 

wedding dress was spun and woven 

from flax grown on her father's 

farm in Halifax Co. So fine and 

delicate was the warp that when pre

paring it for the loom she passed 

the whole chain of the web through 

her engagement ring."

"Ay! and she is no mean horse

woman, either. ’Tis said her bridal 

trip was made on horseback from 

her father’s home in Halifax to the 

home at Paradise." With many like 

remarks the idlers watched the ladies 

swarm into the house of Mrs.

Green, until it seemed as if the 

house could hold no more.

Times in the colony were growing 

stormy. In spite of the protest of 

the royal governor, the Provincial 

Congress had met at Newbem, 

and declared that the colonists 

would not send their goods to En

gland, nor bring English goods to 

NC. And now came word that the 

tax on tea would not be removed, 

though the English government had 

repealed the hated Stamp Act. Now 

these women had met to talk mat-
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mvtmctote in. tRie aection. of 
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ptepating to <itaet to gTcwRoio 
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tRek men 3ea3 cm3 tRtee 

viouu3e3 on tRe fiefe vS-itR eeCen
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tRe teRef of tRe ganRee aoR 

3ieee.

c^^Lteg.

[Written by Lucy Barlow 

after the war. Furnished by 

Eugene Viverette, TRC 

member.]

ters over, and to see what could be 

done to prove that they, too, were 

true and loyal patriots. They had not 

met to drink tea together. No, in

deed! but to declare to all the world 

that they could live without tea.

After the crowd had gathered, 

the busy hum of voices was hushed, 

and the meeting was called to order. 

Mrs. Penelope Barker, whose hus

band was then the colony's agent in 

London, was made president. These 

brave women declared themselves in 

perfect sympathy with their hus

bands and brother and drew up and 

signed the following "resolves":—

" ^ the ladjes ofEdentony do hereby 

solemnly engage not to conform to ye perni

cious Custom of Drinking Tea, or that we, 

the aforesaid Ladyes, will not promote ye 

wear of any manufacture from England, 

untill such time that all Acts which tend to 

enslave this our Native Country shall be 

repealed."

This paper was signed by fifty- 

one ladies. Think of it! No more 

gossip over their tea, for the dames 

and daughters of Edenton; and

instead of the fragrant Bohea, they 

must drink a brew from the dried 

leaves of sage, raspberry, or yopon. 

They proved to the world not only 

that they were not slaves to the tea

cup, but also that they were unwill

ing to be slaves to England!

The Edenton Tea Party was re

ported in the London press and- 

James Iredell, customs collector in 

Edenton, received a letter from his 

brother, Arthur, in London: "Pray 

are you become patriotic? I see by 

the newspapers the Edenton ladies 

have signalized themselves by their 

protest against tea-drinking....Is 

there a female Congress at Edenton 

too? I hope not for we Englishmen 

are afraid of the male Congress, but 

if the ladies, who have ever since the 

Amazonian Era, been esteemed the 

most formidable enemies, if they, I 

say, should attack us, the most fatal 

consequence is to be dreaded. So 

dexterous in the handling of a dart, 

each wound they give is mortal; 

whilst we, so unhappily formed by 

nature, the more we strive to con

quer them, the more are conquered! 

The Edenton ladies...are willing..to 

crush us into atoms..."

(Taken from Old Time Stories of the Old 

North State by Lutie Andrews McCorkle, 

©1903; submitted by Hiram Perkinson.)

Wilson Co. Townships

1. Black Creek

2. Cross Roads

3. Gardner

4. Old Fields

5. Saratoga

6. Springhill

7. Stantonsburg

8. Taylor

9. Toisnot

10. Wilson
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Family Bibles 

along

North Carolina’s 

Tar River

I ar River Connections's

collection of family Bibles has gone 

to press! It can be ordered from 

Tim Rackley, PO Box 2502, Ker- 

nersville, NC 27285-2502; or 

e-mail at trackley@ix.netcom.com.

The price of the book is $22 + 

shipping which makes it about $25. 

It will make wonderful Christmas 

presents!

Profit from the sale of the books 

will go to Braswell Memorial Li

brary to add to its genealogical 

collection.

The Bibles included in the book 

are the following: Henry B. & Sa

rah F. Cooper Barnes; Embro & 

Isley Matthews Bass; Wright S. & 

Sallie Ann Ward Batchelor; C.S. 

and Orela L. King Beaty; John A. 

Beaty; Alfred J. & Catherine Jane 

Colvin Bloodworth; James A. & 

Mary E. Marshall Bobbitt; James 

R. & Mary E. Dunn Boseman; 

John H. Boseman; Lillie Blanche 

Hunt Bryant; David L. & Harriet 

A. Barnes Bunn; J.D. & Sallie B. 

Matthews Bunn; Junie Floyd & 

Easter Belle Whitley Bunn; Court

house Bible; Exum L. & Nancy 

Fort Curl; John & Ollif Daven

port; George W. & "Maggie" 

White Deatherage; William J. & 

Mary Ann Drake; Arnold E. & Al

ice Anna Joyner Edwards; Lem

on G. & Jennie E. Brannan

Edwards; Raymond W. & Mary 

Lee Bobbitt Edwards; Ansel Fer

rell; James Henry & Elizabeth J. 

Hester Frazier; Charles H. & 

Nancy Belle Lightsey Gore; Daniel 

& Martha Gurganus; Joseph H. & 

Emma Hill Hamm; Nicholas & Ju

dith Campbell Howard; Moses 

Joiner; I.W. Emerson & Rebecca 

A.D. Jackson Joyner; Joab & Aly 

Lee; Kemp Plummer & Nannie J. 

Cooper Leonard; Joel W. & Lucy 

T. Collins Lucas; J.C. & Elizabeth 

W. Southall Marks; James C. & 

Rosena Ann McWilliams Marks; 

Thomas H. & Martha Aquilla Bass 

Matthews; Hilliard F.M. & Mary 

Lucy Stallings Matthews; James 

H. & Mary Elizabeth Howard 

Newman; Elisha & Ann Evans 

Norfleet; William Alsey & Mary 

(Pollie) Parrish; Zachariah A. & 

Mary Alice Lucas Parrish; William 

E. & Lillie G. Pittman Peacock; H. 

Walter & Claudia E. Starr Phelps; 

John R. & Mary Pitt; Dr. N.J. & 

Mary A. Streeter Pittman; Chris

topher C. & Vessie L.Viverette 

Pridgen; Absalum and Anza Lany 

Moore Proctor, Jr; Francis & 

Martha Ann Whitley Rackley; Da

vid Barnes & Martha Vick Ricks; 

William Joseph & Sallie Ann Walk-

Look! Look!

AT MY

BUGGIES,

TOP AND NO TOP,

BEFORE YOU PURCHASE ELSEWHERE I WILL 
RECEIVE IN A FEW DAYS Another lot of

Fine Buggies

From the Mammoth Establishment of A. 
Wrenn, Norfolk, Va., which will be sold at 

MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES.
ALSO, Harness, Saddles, Bridles, Collars,

Halters, Martingales, Whips 

fepairifflgdone with neatness and dispatch.

J. H. BROWN
aktouUiil 37,1377_______________________ ____
er Starr; George W. & Lura A. 

Ricks Strickland; John L. & Sarah 

C. Glisson Tew; Jordan W. & 

Nancy W. Manning Vester; Benja

min H. & Sallie Ann Rackley Ves

ter; James M. & Sallie Walker; 

Amos & Nancy Walston; W.F. & 

Louisa Pitt Walston; G.W. & Poly 

Ward; Willis & Marget Ward; 

Willis & Lucy Ward; Asa G.& 

Flattie B. Jones Wells; James D. & 

Charlotte Ricks Whitley; John W. 

& Sallie A.T. Matthews Whitley; 

B.J. & Sarah P. Williams; Ezekiel 

Z. & Drucilla J. Hale Works.

8 - 2.3
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ContinentiaL Veteran 

Seeks Payment-1780

John Walton's Petition: To the Honourable As

sembly of the State of North Carolina. The Petition 

of John Walton, an inhabitant of Franklin County, 

Humbly Sheweth, That your Petitioner, in the month of 

May last, being informed of the surrender of Charles

town and of the rappid march of the Enemy through 

the Country, Conceived it the duty of every good Citi

zen to take up arms and stand forthwith in the defence 

of his Country. Your Petitioner turned out as a volun

teer with Capt. Harrison Macon, under the command 

of Colo. Benjamin Seawell. Colo. Seawell being sent 

back to take charge of the new Levies, your Petitioner 

was put under the Command of Colo. Benjamin 

Exum, & under his command was carried into action 

near Camden, where your Petitioner received a ball 

through His right Shouldoer, which shattered the bone 

in such a manner that your Petitioner has lost the use of 

his arm, it being Perrished away and the sinews Entire

ly Contracted, by which means your Petitioner is ren

dered unable to labour for his Living; and as your 

Petitioner is but a poor man, and no friends able to as

sist him, he submits his case to your Honourable Body, 

trusting that you, in your humanity & wisdom, will 

make such Provision for his support and maintenance 

as you in your wise deliberations shall think Expedient, 

and your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will Ever pray, 

&c.

Johris Walton/

I do hereby Certify that the within John Walton, the 

Petitioner, was a volunteer in Capt. Harrison Macon's 

Company belonging to my regiment. The said John 

Walton has always appeared very forward in the de

fence of his Country, as also the whole of his Brothers. 

He's scarcely seventeen years of age, but he has for 

near these three years been forward to turn out. He is 

very badly wounded, by no means able, nor do I be

lieve he ever will be able, to Labour sufficient to main

tain himself. He has, as it appears to me, lost the use of 

His Right arm. I believe the whole of the subject matter 

set forth in his Petition is truth.

ftenj. Seawell

Mother’s Education

Told By Warren Boone

ORAL 
HISTORY 
PROJECT

Nash County Arts Council

iVly mother, Betty Warren

Boone, grew up in the Salem Com

munity in the North Whitakers 

Township. When Mother was a 

girl, there was a boarding school at 

Red Oak— the Farm Life School. 

She should have gone there because 

it was near her home, but she went 

to Mount Pleasant Boarding 

School, two or three miles north of 

Bailey. Her parents sent her there 

because Mr. Settle Bunn, a promi

nent farmer from that end of the 

county, had paid a recruiting call on 

the family and convinced them that

she would get a superior education 

at Mount Pleasant.

Today, the trip from Salem to 

Mount Pleasant is a 30 to 35 minute 

drive in a car. Back in 1915-16, 

when Mother and her sister Nida 

(Nancy Warren Reid) were making 

the trip, my grandfather would take 

them on the horse and buggy over 

to Battleboro to get on the train. 

They would go by train from Battle

boro to Wilson, change trains in 

Wilson and go on to Bailey. Some

one from the school would pick 

them up in Bailey and take them to 

the school at Mount Pleasant.

They would stay at school until 

Friday afternoon when they would 

take the reverse trip. When they got 

back to Battleboro, they would walk 

to their uncle's house, and he would 

usually take them home that after

noon. Sometimes it would be Satur

day morning before he took them 

home or my grandfather picked 

them up.

One Friday afternoon they were 

late arriving in Wilson, and the train 

to Battleboro was already gone. 

There wouldn't be another train for 

Battleboro until Saturday. So, there 

they were, two young girls, maybe 

14 and 15 years old, stranded in Wil

son. They had no money at all.

Mother remembered that their 

classmate, Rita Griffin had a broth

er who worked at the furniture store 

in Wilson. They walked down there 

and asked for him. Sure enough, he 

was there. They explained their di

lemma to him, and he said "Well, 

you'll just have to wait until tomor

row." He gave them a dollar and 

some change.

They got something to eat and 

spent the night in Wilson and went 

on to Battleboro the next day. No

body had missed them. Nobody was 

upset. Their uncle may have said, 

"Well, I wonder why they didn't 

come in this time, but it wasn't a big 

deal.



Edward, Beaufort 

County, N.C.

ward is located in the Rich

land district of the southeastern part 

of Beaufort County. It was named 

for Josephus Edwards, who 

owned a sawmill and a grist mill be

fore the Civil War. Edwards has 

long been inactive in municipal af

fairs.

Sandhill Primitive Baptist 

Church, one of the oldest churches 

in Beaufort County, is located
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nearby on the Old Sandhill Road. 

There is a large graveyard behind 

the church. Mary's Chapel Chris

tian Church, founded by Riley 

Clayton, John Walker and Mary 

Rowe is near Edward.

In 1902, the population of Ed

ward was listed as 96. R. F. Ben

nett was the Mayor and W. R. 

Boyd was the Clerk. Three teachers 

are also listed: W.P. Edward, Miss 

L.A. Warren and Miss Laura P. 

Bennett.

William R. Boyd was married to 

Eunice A. Harding, February 9,

CONNECTOR

1879 by Rev. H. G. Hilton. His 

parents were James and Mahala 

Boyd; her parents being William S. 

and Elizabeth L. Rowland.

Three Edwards cemeteries are 

listed on page 14.

North Carolina Line!

A HOME MTERPRISE.

Str. Edgecombe.

Reliable through connections 

from all points on Tar River to 

Norfolk, Baltimore, New York, 

Philadelphia, Boston, Provi

dence, Fall River and all points 

East.

As general agent for this line in the sec

tion of country bordering on Tar River 

above Washington, the undersigned begs to 

announce the that the Steamer Edgecombe 

is now making regular connections with 

Steamers of the Line between Baltimore 

and Washington (generally known as the 

Clyde Line) and will issue through Bills 

Lading to Norfolk, Baltimore, New York, 

Philadelphia,Boston, Providence and Fall 

River.

LOWEST RATES and REASONABLE 

DISPATCH can be secured by encourag

ing this enterprise.

Be careful to order all shipments marked 

and countersigned via "North Carolina Line."

From BALTIMORE ship by Baltimore 

and Washington Steamer, R. Foster, Agent.

From PHILADELPHIA ship by Clyde 

Line, W.P. Clyde & Co., Agents.

From NEW YORK, ship by Dalzell's 

Line, H. L. Chapman, Soliciting Agent.

From BOSTON ship by Merchants & 

Miners Line, care W.R. Mayo, Norfolk.

For rates and other information, apply to

N.M. Lawrence,
A gent, N.C. Line and Str. Edgecombe,

Tarboro, N.C.
Oct 4,1877

Wingo, Ellett & Crump, located at Shockoe Slip in Richmond, Va., 

manufactured leather and canvas belting for machinery. The building is 

currently undergoing renovation, but the old owner's name is still visible. 

The building is adjacent to the current Crump & Co., a prosperous suc

cessor of the original company, which offers saddles, bridles and riding 

equipment, and is easily located by the white horse with saddle that 

stands in front of the shop, prospering with a wide patronage of hunters.

J. L. Rodwell operated a store at Shatter (P.O. 1884-1889), later Ax- 

tell, near Ridgeway, NC.

(Submitted by Hiram Perkinson, TRC Member)
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Places Along the 

Raleigh-Tarboro Road

1. The Raleigh-Tarboro Road

2. Lee’s Chapel

3. Taylor’s Mill

4. Samaria

5. MurrayTown

6. Telefair Murray House

7. Crenshaw-Bissette-Beasley House

8. James Madison Baines House

9. Lovett Brantley House

10. Bergeron House

11. Flood’s Chapel

12. Stanhope

13. Doctor’s Museum

14. Sallie Bunn House

15. William Dickinson House

16. W. R. Roberson House

17. Garland Duke Ricks House

18. Marmaduke Ricks House

19. Sidney Harper House

20. Otis Strickland House

21. Henderson High House

22. Pilgrim Williams House

23. Homes Church

24. Noah Strickland House

25. Thomas Taylor House

26. Tories Tavern

27. Josiah Vick House

28. Crowell Plantation

29. Micajah T. Williams House

30. James Viverette House

Tar River 

Bridges in Nash

As shown on old map

-Al number of early Nash Co.

features are shown on an 1863 map 

drawn by R.H. Fitzhugh, Engi

neer, and located in the map collec

tion at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill. Many of the 

familiar names are present, but 

some, such as Gold Rock and Mo- 

meyer are not. Of particular interest

are the bridges spanning the Tar 

River at that time.

The first bridge, looking at the 

county from east to west, is the 

bridge at the Falls of the Tar. Next 

is Lamon’s Bridge which crosses at 

the site of Duncan Lamon’s colo

nial ferry. In the early days, the main 

north/south road crossed at this 

spot because the river was shallow 

and easy to ford. It was here that 

the British army under Cornwallis 

crossed the Tar during the Revolu

tion. There is still a bridge at the 

spot near Easonburg.

The other bridges across the Tar

are: Cockrell’s bridge, at Sandy- 

Cross; a bridge at Strickland’s 

Mill, near what is now Taylor's 

Crossroads; York's Bridge; and 

Hunt's Bridge.

The map also shows bridges 

crossing various tributaries of the 

Tar. Fishing Creek (from east to 

west) has Culpepper's, Dozier's, 

Avent's, Rosser's and Ransom's. 

Also from east to west, Swift 

Creek had: Whitaker's Mill (now 

Gold Rock), Stalling's (near Red 

Oak), Marnes, Cooper's (north of

See Bridges, P. 15



Church Sets Stan

dards of Morality

Falls of the Tar River 

Primitive Baptist Church

In the early days of settlement

around the Falls of the Tar, with 

few roads and no organized govern

ment, the church served as the arbi

ter of morality for its members. 

Transgressions were punished by 

denying the sinner the privileges of 

the church through excommunica

tion, thus ostracizing the offender 

from fellowship with his neighbors. 

This form of discipline was to be 

avoided if at all possible.

When the church received in

formation that a member had com

mitted a dishonest or immoral act, a 

committee of members was ap

pointed to investigate. If the mem

ber failed to respond, he or she was 

excommunicated. Here, taken from 

the church's early minutes, are some 

of the offenses of which early mem

bers were accused.

Disorderly Walking 

In 1862, Thomas Brewer was 

suspended for "loos disorderly wal

king". That same year, William In

man was suspended for "publishing 

a fals and scandilous libel on John 

Moore the minister and being a tale 

bearer and busy body". Owen Kelly 

was suspended, by a voice vote, for 

"excessive drinking and other vices".

In 1764, Braswell Bridges, Wil

liam McLemore and Rebecca 

Skinner 'was suspended for disor

derly walking". Thomas Williams 

was declared guilty of "scandalizing 

Moses Baker" and was censured. 

Also, Elizabeth Norris, "guilty of 

scandalous and gross sins and per

sisting therein," was excommuni

cated.

Forgiveness was possible, and in 

Feb. 1765, William McLemore con
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fessed his faults and was restored. 

However, the minutes show that in 

Oct. 1765, McLemore was again sus

pended for "misbehaving in drink".

In 1772, Henry Horn was sus

pended for "usurping the authority 

of the church" and Samuel Skinner 

for "being charged with fornica

tion".

Members of the church were

prosecuting Wiloby Tucker for us

ing his daughter, the wife of Peter 

Everett uncivilly in attempting to de

bauch her". Also, charges were 

brought against Mary Vester by 

members of the Turkey Creek 

church. She was accused of "at 

sundry times breaking out into un

governable passions of anger and 

using unbecoming language. Particu
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named to visit their fellow members 

to determine whether they were liv

ing according to the regulations of 

the church. Elisha Battle and John 

Moore were assigned the north side 

of Tar River and Stoney Creek: 

William Horn and Emmanuel 

Skinner those between the river 

and the creek; and Daniel Ross, 

James Ricks, and John Ricks, "be

ing all that is on the south side of 

the river," were to visit each other.

Land Dispute

A land dispute between Redman 

Bunn and John Ricks was judged by 

a panel of their fellow church mem

bers: Elisha Battle Sr., William Tay

lor, John Battle, John Moore, 

Jacob Dickinson, William Horn, 

and Emmanuel Skinner.

In 1779, William Vester, a mem

ber of the Sandy Creek church, was 

charged with "acting disorderly in

larly told Bain’s wife she was a liar 

and likewise swore by an oath of 

blood. At another time she said she 

was mad enough to limb the devil."

Frequent Sinner 

The name of Margat (Margaret) 

Williams is found several times in 

the minutes of the church. In Mar. 

1784, she was charged with "allow

ing fiddling and dancing in her 

house..." She appeared before the 

church twice before giving satisfac

tion as to those charges. She was 

then charged with "behaving un

seemly at Dempsey Doughties’, 

and Joseph Exum and William 

Taylor was appointed to inquire 

into the matter." They reported they 

believed her to be innocent and the 

charges were dropped and she was 

allowed to rejoin the fellowship of

See Falls, Page 19
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Stanhope

By Louise Fuller

One of the first instruments in

which we find the name Stanhope 

is Nash County Deed Book 

19-112, dated 10 Nov 1846 by 

which Hardy Brantley deeds 

twenty-one acres of land to Daniel 

S. Crenshaw "in the vicinity of 

Stanhope, lying between the Ra

leigh and Hillsborough Roads, be

ginning at the milepost adjoining 

Crenshaw, J. Sullivent and A.B. 

Baines, Jr."

Daniel Stanhope Crenshaw, for 

whom the community was named, 

operated a stagecoach inn in the 

1840's and 1850 on the Raleigh- 

Tarboro stage road (NC 97). The 

beautiful well-preserved inn still 

stands on the land which Simon 

Williams and John Bell, both of 

Franklin County, sold 23 Mar 

1844 to Gen. Daniel S. Crenshaw 

of Wake County (Nash DB 

18-146) and known as the George 

R. Bell land. Crenshaw was the se

cond son of Sarah Martin and 

William Crenshaw of Horse 

Creek, Wake County, NC.

It was on this land that Crenshaw 

lived, where he operated an acade

my at which he taught, listened for 

the thud of horse's hoofs of the 2 

horse mail vehicle approaching 

regularly, and yet found time and 

money to buy many more acres of 

surrounding land.

The 1850 Nash County census 

reveals: Daniel S. Crenshaw, 34; 

Senora M., 27; Madeline M. 8; 

Eliza, 6; Madora, 5; Sanford C., 

3; Daniel G., 1; Stanley Wea- 

thersby, 27, Cooper; James L. 

Joiner, 23, Clerk; William Ray

nor, 28, Sfage Driver; and Red- 

mon Boothe, 23, Mulatto, Laborer.

The Crenshaws soon sold out 

and moved to SC, Stanley Wea- 

thersby married and lived at Dad- 

dysville, and Stanhope became Old 

Stanhope for just up the road was 

the town of Finch, which would 

later be called Stanhope. Between 

the two Stanhopes lies Flood's 

Chapel at the intersection of Hwys. 

97 and 581, and just beyond it is 

the most beautiful community imag

inable.

In 1902 the lovely village was 

still called Finch after a large land

owner, Joachin Finch. Oscar Dew 

and Roberson and Dillard were 

merchants; Otis Strickland was 

the Constable; Miss Alice Dicker

son and H. M. Moy were the 

teachers; J.L. Strickland was the 

pastor of the Freewill Baptist 

Church, and Thomas Westray and 

J.P. Finch were the Justices of the 

Peace.

Although most of the other 

houses along the highway and its 

byways are not as old as the Inn, 

they include a variety of styles and 

shapes. The charming, intricate em

bellishments on each of the houses, 

the gleaming white of the paint, and 

the exquisite woodwork so lovingly 

kept tell us that these are neighbors 

we would like to have.
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Many of today's inhabitants can 

trace their land back to the area's 

original settlers: the Finch, Bis- 

sette, Ricks, Manning, Strickland, 

Daniel, Roberson, Bunn, Sullivent, 

Baines, Dickerson families. These 

and many more provide a causeway 

between the past and the present.

Reader's Choice

ca

Local Color

The History and Architecture of Nash 

County North Carolina by Rich

ard L. Mattson: Focusing on 

structures erected before World 

War II, this book is another 

"must" for Nash County Gene

alogist. First printed in 1987 it 

has undergone a 2nd printing 

and is now available through the 

Nash County Cultural Center, 

Nashville, NC 27856.

Tar Heel Tombstones & the Tales 

They Tell by Hemy King: Take 

a walk through your nearest 

cemetery and discover the hu

mor, history and philosophy it 

holds. Surprises abound, and 

Tarheel Tombstones opens the 

door to this intriguing experi

ence.

WARNING

Halifax, October 24,1794: Im

perious circumstances compel me 

to forwam all persons from credit

ing my wife Nancy on my account, 

as I am determined to fulfil none of 

her undertakings. Griffin Morris.

[Taken from the North Carolina 

Journal, Halifax, NC. 1794.]
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Demon Rum

As early as 1715, NC declared that "the 

odious & loathsome Sin of Drunkeness” 

had ’’grown into common Use within this 

Province...” A new law set a fine of 10 shil

lings for being drunk on Sunday; 5 shillings 

for any other day.

The law was ineffective, and Brickell, in 

1730, declared he had often seen crowds of 

people "come into the Towns and there re

main Drinking Rum, Punch and other Li

quors for Eight or Ten Days successively, 

and after they have committed this Excess 

will not drink any Spirituous Liquor, 'till 

such time as they take the next Frolick, as 

they call it, which is generally in Two or 

Three Months.”

Nash County 

Liquor Li

cense 

1778-1830

By Timothy Rackley

Henry Adkins, 1784 

Alston's old Store, 1827 

Churchwell Anderson, 

at the CourtHouse,

1799, 1804

Sterling Anderson, at

his house in Nashville, 

1819, '21

William Anderson, in 

Nashville, 1817 

Arthur Arrington, at 

his house, 1778, '80, 

'82,'83,'89,'90,'92,'93 

Arthur Arrington, Jr 

1787

Joseph Arrington

(Shff), at his house in 

Nashville, 1828,'29 

Mary Arrington, at her 

house, 1798 

Richard Arrington, at 

his house, 1817, '18,

'22, '23, '24, '27, '28,

'29, '30

Benjamin W, Avent, at

his Store House, 1822, 

’23, ’26

Gideon Bass, at his 

house, 1822, '24, '27 

Sion Bass, 1789 

William Battle, at his 

house, 1779, '81 

Blount & Whitehouse, 

in Nashville, 1830 

Henry Blount, at his 

tavern in Nashville, 

1828, '29

John Bonds,at his 

house, 1782 

Benjamin Boon, 1788, 

'91,'98, ’99, 1801 

Matthew Brantley, at 

the Court House, 1781 

Hardy Brewer, at the 

Court House. 1788 '90
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Bennett Bunn, at his 

Store House, 1826 

William Burt, at his 

Store House, 1822, '23, 

'26, '27, ’28, ’30 

Solomon Carter, at his 

house, 1778 

John Cockrell, 1788 

Michael Collins, at his 

house, 1817,’18 

Capt George Cooper, 

at his house in Nash

ville, 1823

Oliver Cushing, 1819 

Col David Daniel,1818 

David Daniel Jr, at his 

house, 1819, ’21 

Isham Daniel, at his 

house, 1817 

Josiah Daniel, at Laz 

Whitehead's plantation, 

1782

John Derring, at his

Store House, 1823, '24, 

'21, '28, '29

William Dortch, at his

house, 1817,’18,’19,

'20, ’21, ’22, '21 

William Dozier, at his 

Store House near Great 

Falls, 1827, ’28 

Drake & Bridgers1 

Tavern, in Nashville, 

1829

Nathaniel Drake, at his 

house, 1782, '83 

Isaac Evans, public 

square in Nashville, 

1823, '24, '27, '30 

Ansel Ferrell, 1819 

Eatman Flowers, at his 

house, 1818 

Henry Freeman, at his 

house, 1792, '93 

Samuel Fuller, at his 

house, 1828, 29, 30 

John Glover, at his 

house, 1822 

Delilah Griffin, at her 

house, 1791, '92 

Guilford Griffin, at his 

house, 1802 

William Haewood. at

his house, 1811 

Thomas Hainey, at his 

house, 1778, '79, '81 

William Hall, at his 

house, 1805 

Acksey Harper, at her 

house, 1823 

WilUam J.B. Harper, 

his house, 1813, '20,'21 

Elizabeth Harris, at 

her house, 1819, '23 

James Harrison, at his 

Store House, 1824, '27 

William Harrison & 

Co, at their store, 1819 

Hardy W. Hatton, at 

his house, 1829 

Thomas Horn, at his 

store, 1819 

James Hunter, at his 

house, 1827 

Johnson & Bowles, in 

Nashville, 1827 

Andes Jones, at his 

house, 1822

Levic(s)e Lawrence, at 

the Court House, 1814, 

'15,'17

Thomas Lawrence,the 

Court House, 1812, '13 

Caleb Leonard, at his 

house, 1824 

Titus Lewis, 1819 

Thomas Mann, at his 

house, 1780 

Foster Mason, at his 

house, 1792, '93 

Benjamin Merrit, at 

his house, 1778 

William Merritt, at his 

house, 1781 

James Norris, at his 

house, 1782 

Peters & Watson's 

Store, 1827 

Gideon Pipen, at his 

Store in Nashville, 1817 

John Powell, 1784 

Jessee Pridgen, at the 

house were Edward 

Horn lived, 1802

Edward J. Ransom, at

his house in Nashville, 

1827, 28

William A. Robinson,

at his Shop in Nashville, 

1829

Francis Rose, at his 

house, 1781,'82,'83,'84 

Acksey Ricks, at her 

house, 1824, '29 

David Ricks, at his 

house, 1827, '28 

William Ricks, at his 

house, 1778 

Thomas F. Sharp, at 

his house Falls of Tar,

1830, (order rescinded) 

Henry Sims, 1819 

Eliza Sorsby, 1792 

Lawrence Sorsby, 1788 

Samuel Sorsby, at his 

house, 1778,'83,'87,'90 

Thomas Stanback, 

1782, '83

James C. Stephens, at 

his house, 1827 

Henry Strickland,

1784

Drewry Taylor, at his 

house, 1791,'99 

Jesse Taylor, Store of 

Taylor & Philips, 1871 

Ros(e)amon(d) Taylor, 

her house. 1809.'19

Zealous Taylor, at his 

house, 1819, '21 

Joel Terrell, at his 

house,1817 

Samuel Thompson, 

1782, '84

Redmun Thorn, at

Dortch's Bridge, 1829 

Francis Vanlanding- 

ham, at his house, 1781 

Henry Vick, at his 

house, 1787, '88, '89, 

'91, '92, 1802 

Thomas Vivrett, at his 

house, 1780, '82, '83 

Alexander Watson,his 

store in Nashville, 1828 

Alexander Watson & 

J.C. Thomlinson, at 

their Store at Falls of 

Tar River, 1829 

Samuel Wester, 1784 

William Whiddon, at 

the Court House, 1780 

Laz Whitehead, 1788 

Benjamin Whitfield, at 

his house, 1793, '99, 

1801,'05

John Wilson, 1783, '89 

David Winstead, at his 

house, 1822 

Jonathan Wood, at his 

House, Nashville, 1823
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Grimes, Cont. from P. 1

up to a neighbor's, the nearest, and 

got assistance in placing the Gener

al’s legs in the buggy which were 

dangling, when the corpse was car

ried to his home.

Only one buck shot struck, and 

that passed through the artery in the 

left arm and entered the body rang

ing in the direction of the lung.

/ Gen. Grimes, as was his wont, was 

sitting on the left side of the buggy. 

'\j The assassin could have achieved no 

finer spot for his dastardly and 

HEINOUS CRIME.

He must have stood in the water 

and on turf which was found to be 

crushed as by some one standing on 

it. The undergrowth had been 

trimmed, forming a narrow passage 

for unobscured vision to the road. 

Of course all tracks were obliterated 

in the water, leaving no clue to be 

followed by that means; though a 

No 6 track was found on the edge 

of the swamp.

SUSPICIONS

Some say Gen. Grimes and Mr. 

Joe Laughinghouse were witnesses 

implicating a rather prominent citi

zen of Pitt in the crimes of arson 

and well poisoning alleged against 

him and this may account for the 

bloody deed. Mr. Laughinghouse 

had passed the same road a short 

time before with a lady in his buggy 

and the lady was sitting on the side 

where the assassin stood. One barrel 

loaded with the buck shot that sent 

^ General Grimes to his last account 

may have been intended for him.

We merely mention this as surmise.

~ THE CITIZENS INDIGNANT

The citizens are filled with in

dignation and are determined to fer

ret out the bloody criminal if 

possible. The swamps have been 

scoured by armed men without 

avail. If the fiend could be found, it 

would fare ill with him. We are in

formed by Captain Styron, to

whom we are indebted for these 

facts, that some years ago Dr. John 

McDonald was fired at five times 

from the same cover.

GEN. GRIMES MILITARY CAREER

Gen. Grimes was fifty-three years 

of age and has followed the noble 

calling of a planter all his manhood, 

excepting the period when he was a 

soldier. He entered the Confederate 

service as a Major at the first of the 

war and rose by regular promotion 

to the rank of Major General. He 

was a brave officer, a hard fighter, a 

trusted leader of General Lee and 

emblazoned NC’s history with glory 

and heroism. He participated in all 

the important battles fought in Vir

ginia and surrendered at Appoma- 

tox. It was there, when the 

negotiations for the surrender had 

been inaugurated, a charge and rebel 

yell was heard at the front. Gen. Lee 

turned to an aide and asked ’’Who is 

that charging?”

”Gen. Grimes' Division of North 

Carolinians,” was the reply.

Gen. Lee exclaimed:—”God bless 

the North Carolinians—they are the 

first and last in every charge!”

Gen. Grimes was wounded se

verely in the foot during one of his 

battles, but never left the field.

He quietly returned to the cultiva

tion of his fine farm when the war 

was over and was a man of wealth. 

His last horse that he rode in the 

war is yet living and it is said his 

grateful master in his will directed 

$500 to be expended in the burial 

and for a shaft to mark the grave of 

the noble animal. Several horses 

were shot under him in battle. Dur

ing one engagement squads were de

tailed to extricate him from under 

two horses that had been shot 

successively and fallen on him.

[Taken from the Tarboro Southerner]

William Parker, so n of a neighbor oj 

Gen. Grimes, was arrested and tried for

the murder in Nov, 1880. A jury was se

lected, 40-50 witnesses sworn and testimo

ny was begun. At the end of the week, one 

of the jurors, Asa Pinkham, was taken 

sick. The poor man trembled and writhed 

with pain. Judge Schenck called a re

cess and summoned a doctor who diagnosed 

Pinkham's illness as extreme nervous 

prostration. A mistrial was declared and a 

second trial was scheduled for May, 1881 

in Martin County.

State Witness in the Grimes’ 

Murder Case Burned 

Out—Paramour at Large 

and the People Terror 

Stricken.

Greenville, N.C., June 14,1881 

Ed. Tarboro Southerner:

W.B. Paramour, convicted of 

well poisoning, is at large in the 

county. Ed Dixon, a state witness in 

Parker's trial, was burned out last 

night. The people are terror strick

en.

CONNECTOR

The Tarboro Southerner carried an 

account of the second trial ofWm Parker

THE GRIMES MURDER CASE

Trial of Parker, the Sus

pected Murderer of Gen. 

Grimes, at Williamston N.C.

Editor Tarboro Southerner:

Case of State vs. Parker was called 

early Wednesday morning by His 

Honor John A. Gilmer. The State 

was ably represented by Solicitor 

Grandy, G.H. Brown, Jr., Maj.

L.C. Latham, Maj. Sparrow, Judge 

D.G. Fowle, and Harry W. Stubbs 

of the local bar. The defense was 

equally well represented in the per

sons of Jas. E. Shepherd, C.F. 

Warner, J.A. Sugg and Martin & 

Morton of the local bar. As I write 

the evidence for the State has been 

closed, and it has thrown, to the
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mind of all intelligent people, such a 

cloud and suspicion around this de

fendant, as it will be impossible for 

the defence to repute. The State, in 

my humble opinion, has brought 

Parker, bound with the adamantive 

chains of evidence, and delivered 

him to the jury to be sacrificed upon 

the altar of conviction. The chain is 

complete, not one link missing. The 

highest link attached to the person 

of Gen. Grimes, as he left the town 

of Washington, wending his way to 

his home to embrace the loved ones 

left behind, the lowest link wreathed 

in the fiendish smiles of the twilight 

assassin, as he sat waiting for his vic

tim, and contemplating the horrible 

deed he was about to commit. Had 

it not been for the young man who 

was with him, the illustrious Gener

al, the hero, the martyr and the 

statesman might have been sput

tered in the gloomy and obscure 

fastness of Bear Creek, where no 

friends could have ever reared the 

sculptured marble or weeping wid

ow and prattling babes planted the 

creeping vines. The sighing winds 

would have sung his requiem and 

the weeds and mud of the swamp 

would have been his only winding 

sheet.

THE END OF THE STORY

Despite the Tarboro Southerner corre

spondent's confidence in Parker's guilt, the 

jury found him "Not Guilty" and he was 

released. He disappeared from the area and 

was not seen again until Non. 2, 1888 

when he reappeared in Washington.

As the story goes, he rapidly became in

toxicated. When someone brought up the 

subject of the murder and trial, reminding 

Parker that many still believed him guilty, 

he drunkenly confessed that, indeed, he had 

shot the General, bragging that, since he 

had been tried, he could not be retried for 

the crime.

Becoming more fascinated with his own 

story, Parker embellished it to a large au

dience of local citizens. He had killed 

Grimes at the instigation of Howell Pa- 

ramore, a storekeeper who had been ac

cused of arson and wellpoisoning by 

Grimes. Parker's reward for shooting Gen. 

Grimes had been a suit of clothes, a horse, 

and $100.

A town policeman eventually arrested 

Parker for drunkenness and disorderly con

duct and hauled him off to jail. Various 

groups of townspeople met clandestinely as 

evening fell. Parker was alone in his cell. It 

was after midnight and the janitor, Rafe 

Long, had finished cleaning and was pre

paring to depart when 12-15 masked men 

burst into the jail. They threw Tong into 

an empty cell from where he listened to the 

sounds of the next cell being broken into. 

He heard a commotion, dragging feet, and 

Parker yelling, "Murder!" Again. And 

again. And then, all was quiet.

At 3am, a river steamer, Beta, plowed 

slowly up the Pamlico River near the 

town. As it approached the bridge that 

separated Beaufort and Pitt County, 

the lookout spotted a limp body hung from 

a rope tied to the bridge timbers. It had 

smallfeet, maybe No. 6? It was William 

Parker. Pinned to his coat was a paper 

which read:

JUSTICE AT LAST.

[ Born Nov. 2,1828, Gen. Grimes 

lived at Grimesland Plantation in 

Pitt Co. He graduated from the Uni

versity of NC in 1848. As men

tioned in the story, he served 

gallantly through the Civil War. He 

was married first to Elizabeth Da

vis, daughter of Dr. Thomas Da

vis, of Franklin Co. She died in 

1857, leaving one daughter, and in 

1863, Gen. Grimes married Char

lotte Bryan, daughter of John H. 

Bryan, of Raleigh. She and eight 

children, survived Gen. Grimes.

The material for this article was 

taken from the Tarboro Southerner 

and the book, Dead and Gone, by 

Manly Wade Wellman, © 1954.]

You Know You're a 

Gene-aholic if:

10.You introduce your daughter as 

your descendent.

9.You’ve never met any of the 

people you send e-mail to, even 

though you're related.

8. You can recite your lineage 

back eight generations, but can't 

remember your nephew's name.

7.You have more photographs of 

dead people than living ones.

6. You've ever taken a tape recorder 

and/or notebook to a family re 

union.

5. You've not only read the latest 

GEDCOM standard, but also you 

understand it.

4. The local genealogy society bor

rows books from you.

3.The only film you've seen in the 

last year was the 1880 census in 

dex.

2. More than half of your CD 

collection is made up of marriage 

records or pedigrees. 

l.Your elusive ancestor has been 

spotted in more different places 

than Elvis! .

[Submitted by Sandra J. Sharp, TX]

" WARD'S

BAR & RESTAURANT!

. HAVE JUST OPENED A RESTAUR- 

J ant in connection with my Bar.

MY TABLE

will be constantly supplied with OYS

TERS, and all other edibles usually 

found in First Class Establishments. 

After the 15th,

Oysters on the Shell,

can be had at any time.

MY BAH

will be furnished with the finest Liquors 

and Cigars every called for in the market.

TERMS CASH.

JOHN F. WARD

Oct. 1st, 1875
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(Down... Cont. from P.l)

Powell's house on Fishing Creek,

thence running to the Falls of the Tar 

River, from thence to Widow Rowe's 

on Contentnea (Creek), and that all 

that part of the late county of Edgecombe 

which lies to the said dividing line shall 

continue and remain a distinct county by 

the name of Edgecombe; and that all that 

other part of the county of Edgecombe 

which lies West of the dividing line shall 

thenceforth be erected into a new and dis

tinct county by the name of Nash Coun

ty d1

There were already saw mills and 

grist mills dotted up and down the 

various waterways. Along the Tar, at 

nearly every bridge or ferry, there 

was a store where pleasure and busi

ness both could be found. As the 

population grew, more and more 

waterways were dammed for more 

mills. The dam at the Great Falls of 

the Tar became the object of con

troversy. It prevented fish from free 

range up and down the river. By 

1810, 405 inhabitants of Franklin 

and Nash petitioned "to open the 

middle run of the Tar at the Great Tails 

in Nash County so that fish may have free 

passage up and down the river during the 

Run of the fish in the River "

Bridges were a constant problem. 

By the time Nash was formed, 

bridges were being built by men ap

pointed by the county court and a 

bond was required to guarantee 

maintenance for 7 years. Spring 

freshets, however, played havoc 

with the bridges. One year every 

bridge in the county was washed 

away.

Where the river served to divide 

two counties as it did at the Falls of 

the Tar in what is now Rocky 

Mount, bridges were often prob

lems. Neither county wanted to be 

responsible for paying for the bridge 

or for its maintenance.

S$3L

Late Night Hours? 

No Thank you!

The Flouse met. Received from

the House of Commons a Resolu

tion of that Body of yesterday de

claring that no private Bill, petition 

or Memorial shall be introduced in 

this Assembly after Monday next, 

that after that time the Assembly 

will sit & do business after night,

Sc., which being read, it was ordered 

that the following message be sent 

to the House of Commons 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen:

We have received & considered 

the resolution of your Body of yes

terday, declaring that no bill of a pri

vate nature and that no petition or 

memorial shall be received into the 

Assembly after Monday next, and 

that after that day the two Houses 

will continue business by Candle

light. As to the first part of your re

solve, we concur with it; but as to 

transacting the business of the 

session by Candle Light, it is a 

measure which we think by no 

means advisable, and to which 

we cannot by any means agree. 

[Taken from State Records of North 

Carolina, Vol XVIII, about 1790.]

Coon, Cont. From P. 2

but Hilliard was not the most pa

tient of men. He became more and 

more enraged as the coon seemed 

to mock him from his perch on the 

high limb. Finally, Hilliard ex

claimed, "WcU, I'll be d___ d if I don't

reckon I can bring you down." He 

got his gun out of the house and 

shot that coon out of the tree. 

[Hilliard Thomas, son of Eason 

Thomas and wife Mary "Polly" 

Eure, was born in Edgecombe (now 

Wilson) County, NC in 1824 and 

died early in 1884. On 19 Dec 1843, 

he married Nancy Todd, daughter

of Martin Thome and Penny 

Todd. They had 7 children: Mary 

Elizabeth, Eason Cobum, Wil

liam Henry, Catherine "Kate", 

Martha Ann "Patsey", John Hil

liard, and Margaret "Maggie".]

Bridges, Cont. from P. 9

Hilliardston, and Drake's Bridge.

The bridges shown on Stoney 

Creek are one near the Lewis place, 

Hunter's Hill, and an unnamed 

one near Nashville.

Sessums Bridge, on the Red Oak 

to Nashville Road, and Woodward's 

Bridge, on the Hilliardston to 

Nashville Road, spanned Pigbasket 

Creek.

Peachtree Creek had 3 bridges: 

one west of Nashville; Boddie's 

Bridge, near Rose Hill Plantation; 

and Bass's Bridge near Franklin 

County.

Saponi Creek had Barnes 

Bridge and Cockrell's Bridge, 

while Little Saponi was crossed by 

Ward's Bridge.

Tar River Connec

tions New Officers

Eugene Viverette will serve as

president of TRC for 1999. He has 

served this year as pesident-elect 

and has been instrumental in ar

ranging many excellent programs.

President-elect for the coming 

year is Hiram Perkinson who has 

provided some excellent material 

for the newsletter. Jean St. Clair 

and Helen Sharpe will continue 

serving as Secretary and Treasurer, 

respectively..

Directors will be, in addition to 

the officers, Louise Fuller, Bennett 

Barnes and Billie Jo Matthews.



Practical 1885 

Housewifery

A smattering from a 

reliable & complete manual 

of housekeeping

(From the Perkins Family Library)

Shell-Fish

Oysters, the delicious bivalves,

furnish an important and a not ex

pensive article of food, and the 

great variety of ways in which they 

may be cooked and served, make 

them a great favorite with house

keepers.

As to nutritive qualities, oysters 

rank much below butcher's meats, 

and it is even questioned whether 

they contain the phosphorus, or 

brain food, which has been credited

Census of 

Pensioners

With Name of Pensioner, Age of 

Pensioner, and Name of head of 

household with whom the pen

sioner resided June 1, 1840.

Edgecombe County

Isaac Jackson Jr, 86, Isaac Jackson Jr 

Major Glandens, 75, Sally Worrell 

Lewis Todd, 76, Lewis Todd 

Micajah Petway, 80, Micajah Petway 

John Webb, Sr., 80, John Webb, Sr. 

Henry Kea, 87, Henry Kea

Nash County

William Turner, Sr., 88, William 

Turner, Sr.

Jordan Sherrod, 79, Jordan Sherrod 

Abram Hedgepeth, 72, Abram 

Hedgepeth

Benjamin Williams, 80, Benjamin 

Williams
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to them in company with the finny 

tribe in general. But, when properly 

cooked, they are easy of digestion, 

and very proper food for persons 

whose occupation is sedentary, and 

whose duties do not call for heavy 

muscular exertion. Even for inval

ids, they are nutritious and whole

some, when delicately prepared.

Broiled Oysters with Pork 

String a hair-pin shaped wire, 

first with an oyster, then with a thin 

slice of pork, and so on until the 

wire is filled; fasten ends of wire 

into a long wooden handle, and 

broil before the fire. Serve, with the 

pork, if you like, seasoning slightly 

with pepper.

[Other recipes for oysters include 

Raw, Boiled. Steamed. Broiled.

Fried, and Curried Oysters; Oyster 

Croquettes. Deviled and Escaloped 

Oysters; Fricasseed Oysters. Oyster

Thomas Hambleton, 86, Thomas 

Hambleton

Franklin County

Green Walker, 80, Henry Walker 

William Sanders, 94, William Sanders 

Martha Davis, 70, Mrs. Martha Davis 

John King, 102, John King 

William Leonard, 79, William Leonard 

John Bartholomew, 84, John 

Bartholomew

Tillman Patterson, 79, James Dent 

Ephraim Conyers, 85, Ephriam Conyers 

Miles Hicks, 70, Miles Hicks 

William Jones, 81, William Jones, S.C. 

Moses Carr, 95, Moses Carr 

Robert Coggins, 95, Robert Coggins 

Elizabeth Fawn, 88, Elizabeth Fawn

Halifax County

William Edmonds, 77, William 

Edmonds

William Wood, Sr., 79, William 

Wood, Sr.

George Green, Sr., 72, George 

Green, Sr.

John Lee, Sr., 79,_____

Fritters and Oyster Omelet: Panned 

Oysters. Oyster Pie, or (Yum,

Yum) Oyster Pickles: and finally, 

Oyster Roll. Oyster Stew or Walled 

Oysters (the wall is made of mashed 

potatoes!).]

CONNECTOR

Kitchen Luxuries

Larding Needles

The delicious flavor imparted to 

game by the process of larding 

makes a larding needle one of the 

necessary implements of the kitch

en. The first cut represents the 

needle, the last the lard(piece of salt 

pork), and the middle the larding 

needle with lard inserted.

To lard game, cut fat salt pork 

into thin, narrow strips, thread a

George Powell, 78, George Powell 

Robert L. Whitaker, 75, Robert L. 

Whitaker

James Locke, Sr., 88,_____

Person County

John Wilkerson, 81, John Wilkerson 

Isaac Lint, 86, George Gray 

Abram Gregory, 79, Abram Gregory 

George Duncan, 83, George Duncan

Pitt County

Charles Smith, Sen, 106, Charles 

Smith, Sen

Giles Nelson, 86, Caleb Nelson 

Britton Jones, 81, Britton Jones 

Thomas Bently, 80, Thomas Bently 

Robert Williams, Sen.,___, Robert Wil

liams, Sen.

Henry Smith,___, James Smith

John Bryant, 80, Jesse Thomas 

Moses Hysmith, 80, Moses Hysmith 

Henry Barnhill, 83, Henry Barnhill 

Charles Rollings, 87, Charles Rollins 

Reuben Gaganus, 78, Saving Jolly 

William Spain, 78, William Spain, Sen

(Submitted by Louise Fuller)



larding-needle with one of the 

strips, run the needle under the skin 

and a little of the flesh of the bird, 

and draw the pork halfway through, 

so that the ends of the strips ex

posed will be of equal length. The 

strips should be one inch apart.

Arts of The Toilet

Beauty and health constitute a 

royal inheritance. The child bom 

with such a heritage, and brought 

up by a mother who has the good 

sense to discard soothing syrups, 

narcotics and cordials, and carefully 

trains up to cleanly habits, proper 

exercise, plenty of air and sunshine, 

and wholesome food, starts in life 

with a capital that will in the long 

run tip the balance against the larg

est fortune in dollars.

♦For The Hair.—Wash in cold 

sage-tea.

♦To Keep Off Mosquitoes.—Rub 

exposed parts with kerosene. The 

odor is not noticed after a few 

minutes, and children especially 

are much relieved by its use. 

♦Leanness.—Is caused generally by 

lack of power in the digestive or

gans to digest and assimilate the 

fat-producing elements of 

food.First restore digestion, take 

plenty of sleep, drink all the water 

the stomach will bear in the morn

ing on rising, take moderate exer

cise in the open air, eat oat-meal, 

cracked wheat, Graham mush, 

baked sweet apples, roasted and 

broiled beef, cultivate jolly people, 

and bathe daily.

History of 

Rocky Mount

As Told By John Mebane

The history of the Rocky 

Mount area centers around the Falls

17

of the Tar. The following timeline 

illustrates some of the changes in 

the area over the last 350-400 

years:

1600's Tuscarora Indians in the area 

1734 Edgecombe Co. formed; in

cluded presentday Nash.

1742 Old Town Plantation established 

1757 Falls ofthe Tar Primitive Baptist 

Church established 

1760 Tarboro incorporated; barge 

traffic did not come to Rocky 

Mount, perhaps because it was 

about 75 miles by river and only 

16 byroad

1777 Boundiy between Nash & Ed

gecombe established;

1816 First post office established in 

what is now known as Battle 

Park, near the fells 

1817-18 First cotton mill built 

1830 Stonewall built by Bennet Bunn 

1836 P.T. Bamum addressed Falls of 

the Tar Church congregation be

hind the church; about 300 were 

in attendance

1838 Wilmington & Weldon Railroad 

completed; longest in the world 

at that time (161 miles)

1861 NC seceded from the Union; the 

railroad was a lifeline to Rich

mond

1867 Rocky Mount incorporated

1871 Nash-Edgecombe line moved to 

the railroad to the east so that 

Tar River Bridge was totally 

within Nash.

1872 Rocky Mount had 21 bars, 1 

church

1895 Rocky Mount had 4 tobacco 

warehouses, electric power 

1893 J. W.Hines gave land to the rail

road on which to build shops 

1900 Rocky Mount population-3,000 

1910 Rocky Mount population-8,000 

[John Mebane presented the program at 

the September TRC meeting.]

Wounded Franklin 

Rifleman Recuper

ates in Petersburg

Col . Rob Alston, a member of

the Franklin Rifles, was shot 

through the jaw at Cedar Creek on 

19 Oct 1864. He was sent to the 

Tannerhill home in Petersburg, 

VA to recuperate.

Due to his injury and the loss of 

several teeth. Col. Alston was un

able to eat solid food. However, 

late 1864 was a difficult time in VA 

and special diets were hard to come 

by. Imagine the surprise of the Tan- 

nerhills when an old hen, who had 

not laid an egg in years, suddenly 

commenced to lay again. Rob Als

ton's recovery was hastened by the 

daily diet of soft-boiled eggs.

Self-conscious about his loss of 

teeth and scarred face, Rob Alston 

swore to grow a beard, find a good 

woman, and name his first daughter 

Mary Tannerhill Alston, which he 

did.

(As told by Anne Edgerton De- 

mase of Raleigh, NC, Grand

daughter of Rob Alston, to Hiram 

Perkinson, TRC member.)

gS

DIED

Halifax, Nov. 3,1794: On the 

24th ult. in Nash Co., after a pain

ful attack of the pleurisy, which he 

bore with Christian patience and 

resignation, Wilson VICK. He was 

of the Quaker profession, an orna

ment to religion, a blessing to his 

connexions, and anxious and ready 

to oblige all in his power-his death 

is therefore sensibly regretted, and

CONNECTOR
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Falls of the Tar Primitive Baptist Church New Members— 1778 - 1799

Isaac Mitchell 

Dorrel Davenport 

Beverly Belsher 

Mary Belsher 

Rachel Scarborough 

Mary Scarborough 

Elizabeth Sugg 

Jacob Dickinson 

Thomas Holland 

William Taylor Jr. 

Mary Holland 

Hannah Shepherd 

Mary Shepherd 

John Shepherd 

Samuel Skinner Jr. 

Sarah Moore Jr 

Amy Scarborough 

Redmond Bunn 

Thomas Wilhs 

John Battle 

Dempsey Battle 

Jonathan Coleman 

Elisha Moore 

Lewis Moore

Jacob Battle 

Frances Battle 

Mary Bunn 

Thomas Harris 

Priscilla Hart 

Oliver Dorman 

William Scarborough 

John Nettle 

Martha Chadwick 

Margaret "Pegey" 

Williams 

Sarah Harris 

Mary Willis 

Barbara Smith 

Mary Henry 

Elizabeth Lee 

Dorcas Curtis 

Barbara Worrell 

James Brady 

Judith Moss Skinner 

Mary Gandy 

Sarah Dillard 

Rachel Hooks 

Elder Silas Mercer

Rachel Coleman 

Whitley 

George Smith 

Avith Allen 

Unity Proctor 

Sarah Moore 

Olive Pope 

John Davenport 

Benjamin Bunn 

William Robbins 

Thomas Whitfield 

Edward Ballard 

Mitchell Morris 

Mary Morris 

Lewis Curl 

Sarah Jolley 

Elizabeth Sparks 

Patience Hutchins 

Jemina Bridges 

Edy Nolly 

Ann Curl 

Benjamin ONeal 

Susannah Robbins 

Elizabeth ONeal

Mary Baker 

Ann Odom 

Mourning Braswell 

Martha Edwards 

Hannah Underwood 

Joseph Exum 

Joel Ricks 

Mary Harris 

John Bunn 

Winney Taylor 

Treacy Taylor 

Nathan Brake 

Mills Taylor 

Patience Henry 

Judith Ross 

Mary Battle 

James Eastwood 

Jacob Nolly 

Jacob Brake 

Ann Ballard 

Esther Nolly 

Creasy Barnes 

Ruth Mushaw 

Penelope Battle

Hardy Joyner 

Elder Jordan Sherrod 

Silvey Revel 

John Wilson 

Edward Wilson 

Karen-Happuck 

Joyner

Drucilla Bunn 

Reuben Taylor 

Lucy Brake 

Elizabeth Wilson 

William Sceto 

Mary Taylor 

Mary Trevathan 

Willis Trevathan 

Elias Revel 

Nathan Gilbert 

Priscilla Wiggins 

Robert Armstrong 

Isaac Battle 

William Vester 

Mary Vester 

Edward Wilson, Jr.

may justly be deemed a public 

loss. In fact it may be truly said, 

that he was "An Israelite indeed 

in whom there was no guile."

Paul, Harriet 

Paul, John Franklin 

Paul, W.R.

Paul Cemetery, Edwards, NC

145.1865 -11-16-1875 d/o Riley & Mary Paul 

12-12-1868—11-10-1875 s/o Riley & Mary Paul 

5-18-1877 age 45

Halifax, Nov. 3,1794: Late

ly, in the piney woods of Pitt 

county, w'here he had resided 

for 40 years past with his youn

gest son, who is in the 63rd 

year of his age, Mr. William 

TAYLOR, aged 114 years. He 

was born either in Virginia or 

this state-enjoyed for many 

years past a perfect state of 

health, and on the morning of 

his death had set off to walk 

two miles to get a pair of shoes, 

but was seized with a fit shordy 

after he left home which car

ried him off.

Arthur, Claudia R. 

Stilley, Annie Verna 

Stilley, Louise Vern 

Tuten, Leslie M.

Tuten Cemetery, Edwards, NC

8- 21-1862—7-18-1880 d/o H. & C.A. Arthur

9- 9-1879—5-14-1904 w/o L.Y. Stilley

3-20-1904—7-26-1904 d/o LY & Annie Stilley

5-31-1869—12-15-1913

Fulcher Cemetery, Edwards, NC

Fulcher, Bessie V. 9-3-1896—1-25-1911 d/o J.I & E.A. Fulcher

Fulcher, Jamsey Eleanor 9-27-1840—11-19-1912 w/o Barney Fulcher

Godley, Rayon 7-24-1875-7-9-12
Edwards Disciple Church Cemetery, Edward, NC

Cayton, Hassen Robert 

Cayton, Joseph B.

Dixon, Gray Callie 

Edwards, Aurelia B. 

Edwards, Joseph 

Edwards, Mary Eleanor 

Mixon, G.W.

Stilley, Burton (Dr.) 

Tuten, Harold William 

Warren, Jessie Thelma 

Whitehurst, Ellanor 

Warren, Sidney Henrietta

I- 18-1906—1-29-1906 

9-7-1910—9-18-1910

8- 23-1872—9-7-1877

9- 14-1872—3-25-1911 

6-29-1834—6-20-1897 

5_54 898—8-18-1898

II- 20-1873—8-3-1900 

4-3-1840—8-17-1903

10- 22-1912—10-22-1912 

8-15-1903—6-28-1904 

3-13-1857—9-29-1868

10-3-1905—11-16-1906

s/o J.S. & E.S. Cayton 

s/o J.S.& E.S. Cayton

w/o J.H. Edwards

d/o Jacob & A. Edwards

s/o Thomas & Nancy Tuten 

d/o J.L. & Hattie Warren

d/o J.D. Sc Hattie Warren
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Falls, Cont. From P. 10

the church.

In 1785, Margat again appeared 

before the church, accused of a 

charge which ’’being of a heneous na

ture it was thought that agreeable to 

scripture it was the duty to cut her 

off immediately,” which they did. 

She was restored to fellowship in 

1787. In 1792, it was said that Mar

garet Williams ’’has for some time 

lived a very disorderly life.” She later 

appeared before the church and ac

knowledged her sin, but the matter 

was deferred and Margaret failed to 

appear. She was later excommuni

cated for disorderly living.

Not all actions were direcdy re

lated to the church. In 1784, Benj. 

Bunn refused to take salt which 

Lewis Curl bought for him ”at a 

clear rate agreeable to his order and 

insisting for the corn.” The church 

decided it was ”his duty to receive 

the salt and not the corn.” He later 

gave satisfaction concerning the salt.

In 1808, Ann Jones was charged 

with excessive drinking, but she de

nied the charges. However, several 

witnesses testified to her guilt and 

she was out. In 1809, James Lan

caster and Jane Proctor were re

ported to be "beding together, both 

single ’. They acknowledged their 

sins and were restored to the 

church.

1 he second list of the members 

of Falls of the Tar River Primitive 

Baptist Church appears on page 18. 

This list is of new members from 

1778 to 1799. The last issue of The 

Connector included a list of the mem

bership from 1757 to 1777.

Bellamy's Mill

Picturesque Bellamy's Mill, lo

cated on Fishing Creek in Nash 

Co., is one ofthe oldest grist mills 

left in the state. It is an impressive

stone building, unusual in because 

of its large size. The stones which 

make up the building are massive 

and at water level, there is an 

arched sluice gate opening. The tur

bine mill rises 3 stories on the water 

side and 2 stories on the land side.

The original mill on the site was 

apparently built by James Grant 

who requested permission to build 

a Water Grist and Saw Mill on 

Fishing Creek in 1817. The com

missioners who studied the request 

reported no adverse effects from al

lowing the mill to be built, so it may 

be assumed that it came into being. 

Grant was NC Comptroller from 

1827-1834 and married Elizabeth 

Whitaker, daughter of Matthew 

Cary Whitaker of Halifax.

The property changed hands sev

eral times in ensuing years; Mat

thew Whitaker, Cyrus Whitaker, 

Charles Denny, William Bustin, 

and Samuel W. Branch all owned 

it before it was sold to William 

Hunter in 1850.

John T. Bellamy (wife Sarah) 

and William Hunter are believed to 

have built the present mill about 

1852. At first, a spool cotton facto

ry was housed in the stone building 

that is now the grist mill. The origi

nal grist mill was across the creek 

on the opposite end of the dam.

The story is told that Confederate 

uniforms were manufactured here.

After the war, Bellamy bought 

out Hunter and operated an exten

sive complex consisting of a grist 

and saw mill, a cotton factory, and 

a gin. Old deeds of trust show that 

Bellamy bought machinery for the 

cotton factory in 1876 and "a little 

additional land—11 and 61-100 

acres fromK.C. Taylor" in Nash 

County. An 1878 report calls it the 

Tuscarora Mills, and shows it hav

ing 1500 spindles producing single 

and double yams and plowlines. It 

continued to operate until 1896.

As a grist mill, the business con

tinued in operation until fairly re

cent times.

Braswell Memorial 

Library Acquisitions

Family Bibles Along North Caqrlina's Tar 

River, by Tar River Connections 

Genealogical Society 

Roanoke Revisited, edited by Lebame 

Houston & Barbara Hird.: Gift 

from Virginia Robertson

I
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On June 6, 1903, at a tobacco barn in W.H. Langley's and Benjamin Braswell. Second row, left to right: 

grove about one mile west of Elm City, NC, 39 Con- "Crock" Ferrell, Jim Marshman, Dr. J.T. Groves, H.H. 

federate veterans assembled for a reunion and barbe- Medlin, Wesley Williams, Drew Pridgen, W.H. Lang- 

cue dinner. There was no regular program, but each ley, J.W. Taylor, Ed Winstead, Tommie Winstead, Al 

person was called on to make a few remakrs. Those Wiggins, unknown, John W. Blount, and Tom Bras- 

pictured are, from left to right, front row: unknown, well. Third row, left to right: James George Winstead, 

M.T. "Tudie" Williams, John L. Bailey (civilian), J.H. Haywood Pridgen, David Griffin, Elijah Winstead,

Barkley, Ed Winstead, Joel T. Wells, Bolden Stringer W.G. Batts, John L. Adams, unknown, J.W. T___ , J.C.

Johnston, William Emerson Winstead, unknown, Al- Winstead, Frank Stokes, William Evans, John Man- 

bert Brinkley, Wiley Farmer, Daniel Peter Christman ning, and Elbert H. Flowers.

A Roster Halifax County, Nortf) Carolina 

1861-1865, compfled by Dr. Ste

phen E. Bradley, Jr.: Gift: from 

Louise Fuller in honor of Billie Jo 

Matthews, TRC President.

Nash County 1830 Census, abstracted by 

John Walker.

North Carolina Troops, 1861-1865: A 

Roster, VoL 14; compiled by Jor

dan.

1733 Moseley Map ofNC: Gift from Bil

lie Jo Matthews.

1907 Bird's Eye View of Rocky Mount-. 

Gift from Eugene Viverette.

The Nashville Graohic: 1 Aug 1940 to 

3 Dec 1965:9 reels.

Eastern North Carolina Families, Vol. 

1, by David Gammon.

1850 Federal Census, Halifax Co NC, 

Dr. Stephen Bradley.

1860 Federal Census, Halifax Co NC, 

Dr. Stephen Bradley.

Virginia Census Index - 1860,1870.

Tar River Connec

tions - New Members

Abbie Beck; PO Box 27 
Geneva, AL 36340; 334-684-9304

Lewis C. Strickland, Jr.; 907 Wheeler Dr. 
Newport News, VA 23608;

Carol P. Martoccia; 903E 5th 
Greenville, NC 27834; 252-752-2609

Roscoe L. Strickland; 1210-303 Westview 

Raleigh, NC 27605; 919-755-0662

Clifton Page; 424 Clifton Rd
Rocky Mount, NC 27804; 252443-4175

Delores Matthews; 8900 W. Fox Rd.
Orange, TX 77632; 409-745-1632

John & Marjorie Spencer; 1253 Waterloo 
Rocky Mount, NC 27804j_252442-3474

Kathy Bartholomew Toavs; 13367 Meadow
sweet Dr.;Fairfax, VA 22033; 703-904-1680

Patricia A. Cosby Pegues;718 Marshall St 
Cheraw, SC 29520; 843-537-5056

Cheryl Grusendorf; 15044 North 7th Place 
Phoenix, AZ 85022; grusendorf@aol.com

Ruth E. McNinch; 801 College St 
Carrollton, GA 30117; 770-832-8815

Corrections

Brenda J. Jackson; 301-808-3264 
e-mail: EbonyP@aol.com

Rebecca B. Pridgen; PO Box 163 
Rocky Mount, NC 27802-0163

Isabell D. Evans; 36 Emerald Dr. 
Maumelle,AR 72113-6039

Charlotte Ainsworth
e-mail: 1 -cl-ainsworth@worldnet.att.net

TRC Members 

Active in NCOS

Timothy W. Rackley, abstractor and

publisher of numerous volumes of 

Nash Co. records, including the new 

Family Bibles along North Carolina's Tar 

River, has been nominated by the North 

Carlina Genealogica Society to serve 

as Director at Large. Judith Hinton 

has been re-nominated to continue in 

her position of Treasurer, and Debbie 

Blake who works at the State Ar

chives in Raleigh, will continue as 

Piedmont Director. Let’s give a hand to 

these three TRC members!


