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Down Down The River — A Sketch Of Vance County

By Louise Fuller

ance County was created in

1881 and named for Zebulon B. 

Vance, soldier, governor and United 

States Senator whom J. E. B. Stuart 

said "is the greatest orator that ever 

lived." Vance County's magnificent 

past is intertwined with Granville, 

Warren and Franklin Counties, 

from which it was formed.

The first elected officers of 

Vance were:

W. H. Smith, Sheriff

R. A.Bullock, Registrar of Deeds

S. H. Allen, Standards Keeper 

John Morgan, Treasurer 

Simpson Dean, Coroner

E. A. Lewis, Constable 

Benjamin B.Wortham, Constable 

E. T. Turner, Constable 

George Houghstallings, Constable

Bear Pond, Bobbitt, Brookston, 

Carlton, Cokes, Chalk Level, Ep

som, Gillburg, Greystone, Cabney, 

Hilliard, Henderson, Kittrell, Lin- 

bank, Townsville, Staunton, Nut- 

bush, Tungsten, Watkins, 

Middleburg, Williamsboro, Wood

worth, and Brewery are names of 

Vance County towns and communi

ties.

See Down Down, page 13

President’s Report

Tar River Connections, with over 

125 members from 18 states, has 

had an exciting first year. We 

accomplished many of our short 

term goals. It has been an honor and 

a privilege to be your first President 

and I look forward to many success

ful years to come.

A special thanks to all commit

tees and officers for their efforts and 

to each member for your atten

dance, collecting Bible records, and 

contributing to the surname list.

Many of you attended the 2 free 

genealogical workshops held this 

summer. They were very informa

tive. 1 will be at Braswell Library 

the 4th Tuesday, 3:00-5:00, to assist 

with genealogical research.

Bettie Howell Arthur

UllCMtOfS

Ancestors are something every

one has, even if he is too poor to 

have anything else!

Colonel Gray 

Willis Hamond

By Eugene Viverette

Gray Willis Hammond was

born near Cedar Rock in eastern 

Franklin County, NC, on October 

22, 1829. He probably grew up and 

received his education in Franklin 

Co. and then moved to the vicinity 

of Rocky Mount.

In August, 1849, the nineteen 

year old Gray Hammond married 

fifteen year old Louisa J. White, 

who had been born in Nash Co. on 

November 22, 1833. To this union, 

in 1850, Mary Elizabeth (Betty) 

was born and at some time later, her 

sister, Josephine. On September 9, 

1856, a son, Charles W. Hammond 

arrived and completed the family.

On April 15, 1861, Lincoln is

sued a call for 75,000 volunteers to 

put down the Minsurrection,, in the 

South. His Secretary of War wired 

North Carolina's Governor John 

W.Ellis to furnish two regiments of

militia for immediate service. Gov

ernor Ellis replied, "Your dispatch 

is received, and if genuine, which 

See Hammond, page 12

Give me Franklin, or 

I’ll give you death

Franklin County was once a part

of Bute County, but in 1779 the 

General Assembly obliterated the 

name of Bute and divided the area 

between Franklin and Wake. Sur

veyors hired to run the southern 

boundary line of Franklin got along 

very nicely till they reached Os

borne Jeffrey's plantation of several 

thousand acres. He saw the survey

ors at work and inquired their pur

pose. "Where will it put me?" he 

asked. "In Wake County," they 

said. "I'll be damned if it will," he 

said, went in the house, and re

turned with his shotgun. "Now, you 

run that line," he ordered, "so that 

I'll continue to live in Franklin or 

I'll blow your brains out."

From The State, 8 Nov 1941
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History In A 

Nutshell

Remember the Maine

By Louise Fuller

ftp
ILemember the Maine" was

the battle cry of the Spanish 

American War. The Maine, a US 

battleship, arrived in Cuba on 23 

January 1898 to protect American 

lives and property in case of riots.

On 13 February 1898, the Maine 

was blown up, killing the crew of 

260 as it sank to the bottom of Ha

vana Harbor. Responsibility for 

the act was never determined.

The call for intervention in the 

Cuban struggle for independence 

from Spain came from Democrats, 

Republicans and American news

papers who now said,

"Remember the Maine

To hell with Spain."

It was a short war. Most Ameri

cans only remember the pictures of 

Teddy Roosevelt with his hat 

turned up on one side, riding his 

favorite horse as he led the Rough 

Riders. As a result of the war, the 

US was recognized as a world pow

er and acquired much land.

See Remember, page 5

Marriage Bonds

The intent of a marriage bond

was that the couple being married 

would not be dependent on the 

state or local courts for their wel

fare. The bondsman didn’t put up 

the full amount of the bond; he 

paid a fee, perhaps 10 or 15 shil

lings in early times, guaranteeing 

there was no marriage impediment, 

under penalty of a fine of the 

bond's total amount if either was 

found to be anything but "free and 

of legal age to marry."

South Bound Home Run

Enfield challenged Buzzard Town to a baseball game to be played on 

the July 4th, back in the early 1890’s. Enfield had a good team, but they 

knew Buzzard Town probably would beat them unless they adopted rules 

that would give Enfield the edge. All challenging teams in those days had 

the right to suggest rules, since there were no rule books at that time.

Enfield had some heavy hitters, and herein they felt that they had a de

cided advantage, so they insisted upon a rule as follows:

In case a batter hits an exceptionally long ball, he could keep on cir

cling the bases until the ball was returned to the infield. If the ball 

was hit far enough (or lost) so that the batter could circle the bases 

twice before it was returned, his team would be entitled to two runs.

If he circled the bases and got as far as third on the second round, he 

would be permitted to stay there.

The Enfield ball park was near the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, and the 

outfield was pretty well grown up in weeds and broom straw, almost as high 

as a man’s head, so you can see the reasoning behind the rule.

It seems that Buzzard Town also had some heavy batters, so they agreed 

to these rules.

The boys stacked their brogan shoes near home plate (most of the boys in 

Eastern Carolina played barefooted in those days) and the game began.

Enfield went to bat. Luther Marshall, the first Enfield batter, knocked a 

long fly into left field which landed at a place where the weeds grew the 

highest. The left fielder couldn’t find the ball. Other players rushed to his 

assistance and hunted frantically. Marshall kept on running and made 32 

runs before the ball was found.

The next two players were put out on first.

As Buzzard Town went to bat, a long through freight train was passing, 

and one of the box cars had an open door. Darned if the first player didn’t 

land on a ball and drove it squarely through that doorway into the box car.

Joe Cuthrell was the captain of the Enfield team. He grabbed a saddled 

horse, rode down to the Enfield telegraph office and wired the agent at Whi

takers to flag the freight and get the ball. Joe then rode the horse to Whitak

ers, six miles away, gained possession of the ball and hurriedly galloped 

back to Enfield.

When he got there, and threw the ball to the catcher, he found that Bu- 

zard Town had made 147 runs and the runner was so weary he had quit run

ning was walking around the bases. Realizing that they were now up against 

a hopeless proposition, the Enfield players decided there was no sense in 

playing any longer so they quit, and Buzzard Town was declared the winner.

This story was told to P. V. Randolph by George Hux, of Halifax, and 

printed in the Carl Goerch column. Funny Experiences, in The State, May 

17, 1947. George Hux, captain of the Buzzard Town team, was the only man 

known to admit to being from Buzzard Town, which was probably near Dar

lington in central Halifax. All other residents of that community would tell 

you they lived just on one side or the olher or "a mile down the road". 

Sidney Smith was another Buzzard Town player.
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Early Doctoring

In the early days, medical treat

ment was left to the head of the

family or, more often, his wife. Thus 

medical treatment was in the hands 

of the women in the colonial and 

early ante-bellum period. Dr. John 

Brickell, an Edenton physician of 

the 1730’s, referred to the diseases 

"which almost every old Woman 

pretends to have an infallible cure 

for". In rural communities midwives 

also served as general practitioners 

and often provided the only medical 

assistance available within a day’s 

riding.

In the early 1800’s, NC had only 

a few doctors with college training. 

In 1823, Colin Mclver, who listed 

physicians in his North Carolina 

Register, found that there were 273 

doctors practicing in 56 counties. 

Most counties had only two or three 

doctors, but Halifax had 14 and 

Warren had 10. By 1860, the num

ber of physicians had grown to 

1,266.

Prior to the Civil War, owners of 

large plantations habitually 

employed their family physicians to 

look after the slaves, paying them a 

small yearly fee of perhaps $1.50 

per slave for their services. In 1856, 

the average yearly income of a phy

sician in NC was about $300; many 

doctors made more from the sale of 

the medicines they compounded 

than they did from their services. 

Bills for medical services were paid 

reluctantly causing Dr. S. S. Satch- 

well of Wilmington to declare in

See Doctoring, page 9

Right Place, Right

By Timothy W. Rackley

Genealogical research requires

looking for clues, reasoning, and 

other detective skills in order to 

make proper identification. Some

times it is easy to reach a conclu

sion from land deeds, Last Will & 

Testaments, and other documents. 

This article concerns a rare case in 

which both professional and ama

teur researchers determined two 

Nash County individuals were the 

same person.

On the surface it is easy to con

clude that Marcum Cooper was the 

same as Mark Cooper named in 

John Cooper’s will dated 28 Dec

Time, Wrong Mark

1784 and in John Cooper (Jr's) will 

dated 6 Sep 1798. Mark Cooper is 

named as "son" in the 1784 docu

ment and as "brother" in the 1798 

document. Considering that Mar

cum's will was dated 30 Aug 1809, 

the time frame is right for Marcum 

to have been Mark. In looking at the 

census records and various Nash 

County records, it is revealed that 

Marcum was indeed sometimes re

corded as Mark Cooper. All docu

ments so far support the belief that 

Marcum and Mark are the same in

dividual and the son of John 

Cooper.

See Right, page 7

1848 T.C. Arrington

1848 Thomas Davis 

1848J.B. Mann 

1848N. H. Murphy 

1848S. T. Williford

1849 J.D. Matthews 

1849 Mark Perry 

1849 J. Powell

1849 B. B. Watson

1850 Dortch 

1850J.G.F. Drake 

1850 J.T. Bellamy

1850 R.E. Williams

1851 R.H. Marriott

1852 J.B. Outlaw 

1854J.W. Earl 

1854 W.B. Harrell 

1854 W.B. Ricks

1856 J.P. Battle 

1856J.M. Taylor

1857 J.G. Rives

1857 J.G. Thomas

1858 W.C. Langford 

1858 J.J. Lawrence

1858 J.F. McRae 

1858J.M. Rothrock

1859 Simms

1861 D.M. Buie

1862 J.J. Watson 

1862 J.H. Winstead

Nash County Doctors

Compiled by Joseph W. Watson 

from estate and guardian records

1780 Boykin 

1785 Love 

1791 J. Leigh 

1791 L. Smith 

1794R. Fenner 

1796Pilson 

1797 Varell

1804 Dickens

1805 Potter 

1807 H.Haywood 

1808L. Lewis 

1809 Thomas Jones

1815 Lewis Brodie

1816 A. Anderson 

1816 Battle

1818 Richard Hales

1818 Isaac Sessums

1819 Foot

1822 Willis L. Hunt

1823 M. Hart

1823 M.Fulghum

1824 J. Arrington 

18250. Cushing

1825 Wood Tucker 

1826J. A. Drake 

1826N. Drake

1826 John Emerson

1828 Richard Short

1829 H. Drake 

1829 J.J. Phillips

1831 Willie Berry

1832 T. Terrell 

1832 W. Womble 

1836 J. Arrington

1839 Vick

1840 T.H. Blount 

1840 Cooper 

1840 S. Williams

1843 N.J. Pittman

1844 Daison

1844 Gray Sills

1845 J.A. Drake

1846 W.T. Bryant 

1846 W.F. Drake 

1846 T. H. Scott 

1846 C. Hart 

1846 Hollifield 

1846 John H. Drake

1846 W.H. Smith

1847 J.R. Derring 

1847 W. Hunter 

1847 A. Montague
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The Journey

By Betty C. Ledbetter

[Betty Ledbetter's (Virginia Beach, 

VA) heritage includes both NC and 

VA. When she read "Following the 

Footsteps" in The Evening Telegram 

(17 Nov 1996), she called Jean St. 

Clair in Rocky Mount, NC and 

introduced herself. She had found 

two cousins she didn't know she 

had—Jean and Carrie Fussell.

The immigrant, Benjamin Fus

sell, son of William and Elizabeth 

Fussell of Yorkshire, England 

came to Philadelphia circa 1728 

with his wife Elizabeth. They 

moved to Wilmington, NC and lat

er to Rose Hill, Duplin Co., NC. 

They had two sons, Benjamin and 

John. John was the great, great, 

great grandfather of Betty, Jean and 

Carrie. At this point their direct 

lines diverged.

When Betty told Jean about being 

inducted into the Nansemond In

dian Tribe, Jean asked if she would 

share her story with our readers.]

I shall always remember the day

I mailed my 5 pounds of genealogi

cal documentation to the Nanse

mond Indian Tribal Association.

The date was 19 Nov 1996. As I 

placed my carefully wrapped 

package on the counter, it seemed 

as if I was giving up a part of my

self. Events leading up to that day 

are indelibly stamped in my mind.

It was only in January of 1994, 

after much searching and a few ma

jor miracles, that I had managed to 

find my own biological roots. I had 

been adopted when three weeks of 

age. My birth name was Patricia

ORAL

HISTORY

PROJECT

Nash County Remembers

Could You Shoot a Few 

Holes in My Hat?

Told by Minnie Joe Fisher Gay 

Whitakers, NC

When my great-great

grandfather, Thomas Fisher, was a 

young man he was a peddler of 

manufactured tobacco products, 

chewing tobacco and snuff. He trav

eled around NC and VA with a mule 

and a wagon. This was back in the 

days before brightleaf tobacco and 

cigarettes, probably before 1840.

You know, RJ. Reynolds was doing 

the same thing in his youth. Most 

tobacco salesmen were young men 

who went out to sell plugs or twists 

of tobacco manufactured by their 

own families. They had secret con

coctions of molasses and licorice 

they used to keep the tobacco moist 

and give it distinctive flavor, and 

they gave interesting brand-names 

to their products. Hindoo, Kismet, 

Hunkidora, Ta Too, Hobo, and Satis

faction are some of the old names for 

brands of chewing tobacco. I don’t

Ann Bass. That name was legally 

changed at the time of my adoption. 

After years of searching and many 

setbacks, I finally found my sib

lings. (Both biological parents were 

by that time deceased.) There had 

been seven of us children and five 

of us remained.

During the reunion with my sib

lings, I met Edward Bass, a first 

cousin and learned of Dr. Albert D. 

Bell’s genealogical treasure, Bass

know for sure if my great-great

grandfather was selling tobacco for 

his own family, but this was the cus

tom of the time.

At any rate, he was out with his 

mule and wagon selling tobacco 

products, and he was stopped by a 

highwayman who robbed him. The 

robber, who was mounted on a horse, 

was just about to take off when 

Great-Great-Grandpa Thomas 

stopped him and said, "You know, 

back where I come from, I am a big 

man, a hero of sorts. This is going to 

look bad when I go home and don’t 

even have a thing to show that I put 

up a fight of any kind. I need to 

show people that I 'bout got killed.”

Grandpa threw his hat down on a 

stump that was nearby and said,

”How about shooting some holes in 

my hat so it will look like I put on a 

struggle?”

The obliging robber shot the hat a 

couple of times.

Then Grandpa shouted, ’’Just fill 

it full of holes!”

The robber shot the hat five times, 

emptying his pistol; and Grandpa, 

who was carrying an old one-shot 

muzzle loader, pulled out his own 

gun and demanded his money back. 

He got it, too.

You know, it’s good to be a de

scended of somebody that could 

think that fast and use his head that 

good.

Families of the South, which 

contained information about the 

Nansemond Indians and their Bass 

lineage. Ed told me we were some

how descended from the marriage of 

John Basse to Keziah Elizabeth 

Tucker, a Nansemond Indian girl. 

At that moment, I knew that I would 

not rest until I had proven and 

claimed that wonderful heritage. For 

three years, I worked on my Bass

See Journey, page 14



In Search of Argo

By Louise Fuller

Although most of us know about

the California Gold Rush and the 

ghost towns it left behind, we know 

little about our own Nash County 

gold mines. Some have at least 

heard of the Portis Gold Mine 

which was in northeast Franklin 

County near the Nash line, but in 

1866 there were 2 gold mines listed 

in Nash County. One, whose ad

dress was Nashville, was named 

Ivey Bluff and was owned by J. T. 

Webb. The olher, Mann's Gold 

Mine had a Hilliardston address.

By 1890, the Mann-Arrington 

Gold Mine was located at a new 

town called Argo. Argo also had the 

Campbell & Lyon General Store 

and the Harmony Methodist Prot

estant Church, which in 1886 was 

listed in Hilliardston. The Edmonds 

Gold Mine was operating in Argo, 

too.

In 1895, an old booklet reveals 

that an Episcopal Church in far 

away Philadelphia sent hymnals 

and other materials to the church; 

Bishop Cheshire visited the church 

school; marriages are recorded; and 

visitors (Wm. L. Thorpe of Hil

liardston and Rocky Mount) and 

people who attended Sunday 

School at Argo (Coley, Cyrus, 

Hedgepeth, and Harper) are listed.

Why was the village called Argo? 

Could it derive its name from the 

Argo Starch probably sold in the 

general store? Did someone remem

ber Jason and his Golden Fleece,

5

with the largest ship called Argo? 

Perhaps it was an abbreviation of 

Arrington Gold Mine. No one seems 

to know.

Where was Argo? Although most 

county maps do not list it, the vil

lage was listed on the postal route 

in 1890 in Griffin’s Township be

tween what is now called Taylor’s 

Store and Pattie Harrison’s Cross

roads. The NC Gazetteer states, ”Ar- 

go - former town in NC on Short 

Swamp Branch, incorporated 1889. 

Nearby Argo Gold Mine worked 

from about 1850 until 1920. Both 

town and mine are now abandoned.” 

It was rumored that the owners 

planned to reopen the mine at a lat

er date, but this did not occur.

Take Hwy 58 north from Nash

ville to Taylor’s Store Road (1004); 

turn right and continue on this love

ly winding road past Duke and Tay

lor’s Gin Road (1310). The next 

road on the right is Wheelers Cab

in Road (1404). Several old local 

maps show Argo above Wheelers 

Cabin Road. However, the once 

thriving village now seems lost amid 

the property of the J.T. Taylor heirs 

and L.F. Walston, off one of the 

paths used by the Buckhorn Hunt

ing Club.

Remember Cont. from p.2

On 28 August 1931, 66 years ago, 

Milford Wiley Haynes of Edge

combe Co., a veteran of the Spanish 

American War wrote a paper, ”To 

The Folks 50 Years From Today” 

which was to be read on Armistice 

Day, 11 November 1981. In 1997, 

his words are even more memorable.

He tells of Co. I, a jolly bunch of 

fellows, who boarded the train at 

Tarboro. School children, teachers, 

mothers, wives, sweethearts, and 

friends came to see them board the 

train whose destination was Camp 

Russell in Raleigh. He says, ”A

finer bunch of Anglo-Saxons was 

never assembled.”

Haynes' paper contains a history 

of the Second Regiment, an account 

of the separation of the regiment, a 

section on the health of the men, 

sanitary conditions, the muster out, 

and 12 pages of names of Company 

No. 1 men from eastern NC.

After the war, a camp of Spanish 

American War Veterans was orga

nized in Rocky Mount, NC and 

they named the organization after 

Captain John W. Cotton of Tarbo

ro. Membership was solicited from 

Edgecombe, Nash and Wilson 

Counties. Headquarters was to be 

in Rocky Mount. The John W. Cot

ton Camp of United Spanish War 

Veterans, Department of NC, met 

every second Friday night at the 

YMCA in Rocky Mount. A charter 

member’s certificate bears the date 

22 July 1925.

By an order from the Edgecombe 

County commissioners, a monument 

was erected on the corner of Court

house Square, Tarboro, NC. The 

monument bears 2 bronze markers. 

The one at the top was donated by 

the US government and made from 

brass off the battleship Maine. The 

other marker was manufactured by 

the Rocky Mount Foundry.

See John W. Cotton Camp Muster 

Roll-Dec. 31, 1938, Page 15

Sources: Muster Rolls 1938-40, 

1943; Charter Member Certificate; 

Application Card-United Spanish 

American War Veterans, Inc.; John 

W. Gotten Camp #9 Minutes; News

paper Clippings; Photographs of Re

unions; Muster Roll-Col. Wilie 

Jones Camp No. 11, Florence, SC; 

Proceedings, State Convention, 51st 

Nat. Encampment, United Spanish 

War Veterans, Tampa, FI,1949; 

Tribute to Capt. Carl William Jef

fries (1860-1938).

CONNECTOR

NOTICE

tVILL take, as an Apprentice to the Saddling 

Business, a LAD of about 14 years of age,

)f reputable parentage, of a good disposi- 

ion, and one that is not afraid of work.

WILLIAM CROCKAT. 

Tarborough, Nov. 10, 1814
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Tories Attack Drake 

Homeplace

Soothing Effect of One of 

the Great Staples of Nash

During the revolution there was 

a Captain Beard, who spread terror 

through this county [Nash], This 

account of him, and that of his 

death, has been narrated to me [in 

c. 1851] by my venerable and 

worthy friend Michael Collins, Es

quire, of Warren, now in the 73d 

year of his age, and may be relied 

on for its correctness:—

About 1778, Captain Beard, who 

was a brave and gallant soldier, but 

mistaken in his duty, attacked the 

house of James Drake, Esq., of 

Nash County, with a band of Tories. 

There was at the time, in the house, 

no one but Mr. Drake, his son Al- 

britain, then about seventeen, and 

Benjamin Bridges, his half-brother; 

Nathaniel Nichols, Henry Mas

singer, and Robert Piland. Bridges 

and Nichols retreated. The rest pre

pared for defence. Albritain, who 

was one of a corps of light horse, 

and had been in active duty scour

ing the country for these very men, 

ran out with a loaded musket and 

fired. The Tories then surrounded 

the house, and ordered a surrender. 

They had several prisoners, tied, 

with them. Old Mr. James Drake 

seized a gun and advanced on the 

foe, but his gun missed fire; Wil

liam Ross, a Ton', fired at him with 

a gun charged with buck shot. His 

aim missed the old man, but 

wounded both Massinger (cutting off 

a part of his nose) and Piland (shot 

in the abdomen). The Tories, 

headed by Beard, sword in hand, 

rushed into the house. Beard was 

met by young Albritain Drake, with 

a cutlass; they engaged; at the first

blow young Drake's sword struck 

the joist above his head, and broke 

off at the hilt; he was knocked 

down. The old man then joined in 

the mel£e, with his gun clubbed; 

but was soon cut down by the sword 

of Beard, and was so severely 

wounded that "he was a gore of 

blood". Seeing her husband cut 

down, old Mrs. Drake rushed in, 

not with a weapon, but with a jug of 

old Nash [brandy], even to this day 

celebrated for its excellent flavor. 

Her entreaties and the more potent 

influences of the liquor, produced a 

parley. She plied them so liberally 

with the brandy, that peace was re

stored. Beard had been an aspirant 

for the hand of her daughter. During 

this time Captain Peter Goodwin 

with a troop of horse galloped up; 

Albritain Drake threw up his hat, 

and gave a loud halloo; Goodwin 

made a furious attack, and Beard 

and his men made a precipitate re

treat. In his retreat, he was encoun

tered by Bridges, who was near. 

Bridges' gun missed fire, and Beard 

used his sword, but was knocked 

down by Bridges, and he fell life

less. Bridges thought he was killed, 

and came to the house and informed 

them that he had killed Beard. They 

all went out to see his dead body, 

but Beard had recovered so as to sit 

up. He was then taken into custody. 

A negro man, Simon, who had a 

wife at Drake's, caught another one 

of his band, named Porch. These 

were taken to Colonel Seawell, in 

Franklin County. They were tried 

by a Court-martial, and both were 

forthwith hung. Such was the end of 

Captain Beard.

Mr. Drake died in 1790, in the 

sixty-fifth year of his age. His brave 

son Albritain married and settled in 

Robeson, where his son John now 

[c.1851] lives, and then moved to

Kentucky, where he raised a large 

family. His son Colonel James P. 

Drake, commanded the Indiana 

Regiment in the late war with 

Mexico. Albritain Drake died at the 

age of eighty, loved and respected 

for his kindness and virtues.

Wheeler: History of North Carolina, 1851

Calvary Baptist 

Church

In 1905 a mission point was es

tablished on Nashville Road in the 

community of Williford Town on 

the western edge of Rocky Mount, 

NC. The first services were held in 

a three room school house by Rev. 

Braxton Craig, minister at the First 

Baptist Church. Other members 

from that church taught Sunday 

School at the mission.

Elder M. B. Williford, a beloved 

Primitive Baptist minister gave the 

land and Mr. Edward Shearin gave 

the timber for a church to be 

erected. Calvary' Baptist Church 

was organized with eleven charter 

members, but it is now one of the 

larger churches in the area. Its 

handsome new edifice and its 

friendly, caring members show the 

wonderful result of a tiny early 

membership who struggled so val

iantly.

A list of Calvary Baptist members 

who served their country during 

World War II appears on page 14.

here are over 200 little or

phans at the Oxford Orphan Asylum, 

who will look in vain for the coming 

of Santa Claus unless the charitable 

people of North Carolina send a 

Christmas donation to Dr. H.F. Dix

on, Oxford, NC.

Weekly Record, Beaufort, NC, Dec. 16, 1887



7 CONNECTOR

Right, Cont. from page 3

Lying beneath all those docu

ments "proving” the conclusion to 

be true is a document containing a 

word that leads to "proving" the 

conclusion is false. That one power

ful word is "orphan". Did genealo

gists stop before getting to the 

guardianship bonds, or did they gel 

that far and overlook that word, or 

did they choose to ignore that word? 

Only they can provide the answer.

In 1786, Hardy Griffin was ap

pointed guardian to Joel Cooper, 

orphan of John Cooper. Joel was 

another "son" named in John's will 

of 1784. In 1786, Hardy Griffin was 

appointed guardian to Mark Cooper, 

orphan of John Cooper. Something 

is wrong! How can a person with 

children in or approaching adult

hood in 1786 be an orphan? How 

can a man old enough to purchase 

land in 1764 be an orphan in 1786?

Further investigation showed that 

Mark Cooper was a principal buyer 

at the Inventory and Estate Sale of 

Edward Cooper in 1834. Edward 

was another "son" named in John 

Cooper's 1784 will. Records consis

tently indicate Marcum had no son 

named Mark or known as Mark. If 

we are dealing with two Cooper 

families, then who was the father of 

Marcum? In reviewing the informa

tion collected, the focus was turned 

to trace one David Cooper that was 

in Colonial Edgecombe County by 

1748, sold his land on Tar River in 

Nash County to Thomas Lewis, 

moved to Wake County, and, final

ly, from Wake County to Spartan

burg District, South Carolina. 

David left a will dated 17 Mar 1792 

which "gave and bequeathed unto 

his son Marcome Cooper three head 

of sheep which he hath already".

Chances are if you were to post a 

query asking who was the father of

Marcum Cooper, you will be in

formed he was the son of John and 

Penelope Ray Cooper. The replier 

will also be more than willing to 

take you back to a William Cooper 

in Surry County, VA. Be cautious! 

No documents have been found that 

suggest David (father of Marcom) 

was related to this Cooper family. 

Ask them if they are familiar with 

the 1792 Last Will & Testament of 

David Cooper recorded in Colum

bia, SC.

It is not the intent of this article 

to say some researcher made a mis

take. The purpose is to say "the re

searcher is always faced with the 

possibility of reaching a false con

clusion". If it happens to you, be 

thankful if it is brought to your 

attention.

Suspicious Death

A few days since, Mr. Jos. Sory, 

living near the line of Edgecombe 

and Martin, lost his life under pe

culiar circumstances. He went into 

his stable to feed or attend to his 

mule, and some time after was 

found perfectly dead. The only in

dication of the manner of his death 

consisted in a mark upon the breast, 

supposed to have been caused by 

the feet of the vicious brute. It is the 

only interpretation of the affair and 

we presume it is the correct one. 

Tarboro Southerner 24 January 1867

Plea for Aid

Local Militia in Dire Straits

To the citizens of the counties of 

Hertford, Bertie, Martin, North

ampton, Halifax, Nash, Edge

combe, Johnston, Warren, 

Franklin, Granville and Wake,

and to the patriotic citizens of 

North Carolina generally.

The undersigned take the liberty 

of addressing you in behalf of the 

volunteers and drafted militia, de

tached from the several counties 

above named for ihe service of the 

United States, and now stationed 

under their command at Norfolk.— 

It is known to you that these men 

were suddenly called from their 

homes, without being afforded an 

opportunity, and many of them not 

possessing the ability, to make the 

necessary preparations for a six 

months tour of duty at an unknown 

season. The United Slates do not 

furnish clothing to the militia in 

their service—most of your friends 

and neighbors, therefore, who have 

repaired hither, to the post of dan

ger, are entirely destitute of the 

clothing necessary to protect them 

from the inclemencies of the ap

proaching season. Already they 

have suffered much from the want of 

those conveniences which their sit

uation required, and we take a pride 

in saying they have borne those suf

ferings with a cheerfulness, pa

tience and constancy, highly 

honorable. It will be impossible for 

them, however, to withstand the rig

or of the approaching season unless 

they are provided with blankets and 

comfortable woolen clothing.

The only means by which we be

lieve the wants of these troops can 

be speedily and effectively sup

plied, is by the appeal which we 

now make to your benevolence, pa

triotism and humanity—an appeal 

which we are sure will not be made 

in vain. We cannot believe that your 

patriotism will suffer the brave men, 

who have marched with such alacri

ty to the post of danger, and who are 

willing to risk their lives in their 

Continued on Next Page
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Plea for Aid - Continued

country's defence, to perish by the 

severities of the season for want of 

the common conveniences of 

life...when it can be so easily affor

ded—We seek voluntary contribu

tions from you, therefore, either in 

woollen clothing and blankets, or in 

money, at your discretion. Let re

ceivers be appointed in each 

county, and let them transmit, with

out delay, the amount received, to

gether with the names of the 

generous donors, to one of the field 

officers, who will be responsible for 

its faithful distribution. You will 

thus enjoy the sweet reflection of 

having snatched from the grave 

many a suffering soldier, and of 

having performed your duty to your 

country, to your friends and neigh

bors, whose gratitude will follow you 

through life.

We are, with sentiments of the 

highest respect, Your obedient ser

vants,

D. McDonald,Col.lst Reg NCDM 

A. Joyner, Lieu. Col.

Jos. F. Dickinson, Major 

John C. Green, do.(?)

James Iredell, Captain 

John J. Inge, Captain 

John Bell, Captain 

Harry Bryan, Captain 

John Green, Captain 

Isaac Watkins, Captain 

Micajah Petteway, Captain 

John L (?) Laughter, Captain 

John F(?) Walker, Captain 

H. G. Williams, Captain 

Cantonned near Norfolk, 20 Oct 1814 

Political Synopsis, 17 Nov 1814, 

Tarborough

Married in Wilson, NC on the

6th, by Rev. A.A. Benton, W.J. 

Kincaid, to Miss Addie V., daugh

ter of J.V. Blackwell, all of Wilson.

Washington Index, 25 June, 1867

Westrayville

Thriving Nash Co. 

Community of Yesteryear

The community of Westry, on

old Hwy 64 between Rocky Mount 

and Nashville, was once a thriving 

community known as Westrayville, 

the site of one of the largest planta

tions in the area.

The first Nash County Deed for 

Samuel Westray is dated 1780.

Sam Westray continued to purchase 

land and at the time of his death 

owned approximately 10,000 acres.

One of the early purchases was 

from William Westray but no kin

ship was given. Samuel Westray 

probably descended from the West

ray family of Isle of Wight County, 

VA.

Sam Westray was reported to have 

been a teacher in Northampton 

County before coming to Nash, and 

his interest in education continued 

and Westrayville was the site of an 

early academy. On 23 Nov 1809, an 

advertisement in the Raleigh Star 

stated: "Will commence at Westray

ville in Nash County the first day of 

January next, under the superinten

dance of Mr. John Bobbitt, who will 

teach the English Language in all 

its various branches with the Latin, 

Greek, and French. The subscriber 

has erected a large two story house 

for that purpose on the road leading 

from Tarborough to Louisburg, 

four miles from Nash Court House. 

November 14, 1809 - Samuel West

ray". Board was $60 per session.

In an editorial in the Raleigh pa

per in 1810, Samuel Westray and 

Dr. T. Jones, a UNC graduate, were 

listed as patrons of the school. The 

academy enjoyed an excellent repu

tation in Nash and surrounding 

counties for several years. There is

no record as to the closing date.

Samuel Westray married Sally 

Bradford Turner Short, widow of 

David Short. His will, dated 1 Apr 

1827 was probated in Nash in 1828. 

According to the will, Westray 

owned land on Great Saponi Creek 

and Fishing Creek, in addition to 

his holdings at Westrayville. Sarah 

B. Westray's will was dated 8 Sept 

1838.

Little remains of the original 

Westrayville. The former residence 

stood in the southeast corner of the 

present Westry Crossroads, about 

900 yards from the road. The house 

burned soon after the death of Sam 

Westray. The family cemetery was 

on the highway near the crossroads. 

Only the grave of Sam Westray was 

marked and this was moved to Pi- 

neview Cemetery in Rocky Mount. 

The old academy building stood on 

the southwest corner of the cross

roads.

When the railroad trunk line was 

built to Nashville, a station was 

constructed one mile south of West

rayville crossroads. It was called 

Westray Siding. The new location 

became a bustling business center 

and continued as such until Hwy 64 

was paved.

Late nineteenth and early twen

tieth century land owners included 

W.W. Winstead, Lemon Gray Ed

wards, Turner Whitley, Joseph 

Whitley, De Leon Carter, the New

by family, and the Harper family. 

Joseph Whitley is reported to have 

purchased 186 acres of land for 

$6.33 per acre in 1896. The Clar

ence Harper farm is said to have 

been bought for $3 per acre. Upon 

completion of the Nashville-Spring 

Hope Railway Line from Rocky 

Mount, business boomed at Westry. 

There was a depot and a railroad

Continued on Next Page
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Westrayville - Continued

siding. Both passenger and freight 

service were available.

The area along the railroad was 

laid off in city blocks and various 

kinds of businesses were in opera

tion. Some store owners were part

ners John Bailey and De Leon 

Carter, W.W. Winstead, R.E.

Bunn, and B. Farmer. Bailey and 

Carter also owned and operated a 

gin. John Rackley operated a saw

mill, blacksmith shop, and a corn 

mill. In addition, he made beautiful 

furniture. In later years, M. Rack- 

ley operated an ice cream parlor.

A mile away, at the crossroads, Sid 

Proctor ran a store and the W. W. 

Winstead store was moved to this 

location.

De Leon Carter’s uncle, John 

Bailey, persuaded him to move to 

Westry to operate the store owned 

jointly by the two. Bailey went by 

horse and buggy from his home in 

Elm City to Westry each Wednes

day to check the books of the busi

ness. Carter also became a buyer 

and seller of cotton.

Alfred Herbert found an old 

cemetery in the woods near Westry 

a number of years ago. The oldest 

marker is inscribed: ’’Washington 

Bunn — Died December 26, 1877 

— 70 years old”. This would have 

put the birthdate in 1807. There are 

five marked graves along with sev

eral which have only rocks to set off 

the graves.

Westry had two churches, both of 

which have been demolished. Ma- 

pleCreek Methodist Church was 

located across the road from the 

A.J. Harper home. It later moved to 

Hwy 64, then merged with Sandy 

Cross Methodist Church in 1971. 

Abyssinia Holiness Church has 

disbanded and the church removed. 

Old Hwy 64 from Rocky Mount to

Nashville, passing through Westry, 

was the first rural road to be hard

surfaced in Nash County. Dirt mov

ing was done with scoops pulled by 

mules.

From an article by M. W. Weaver

Reader's

Choice

Local Color

\.Grains of Salt by Vester Thomas 

Harris: A trip down memory lane 

with country living at its best dur

ing the depression; then a move to 

the big city of Rocky Mount. Pull 

up the rocking chair and be pre

pared to chuckle.

2. From Sparrow Hill Garden To Sa

maritan Garden by Leah Manning 

and Doris J. Matthews: An account 

of how gardening grows the spirit.

3. How to Sell A Dead, Mule by T.H. 

Pearce: Anecdotes of people, 

places and things in Franklin 

County, NC.

Doctoring, From page 3

1857, ”lt is remarkable that a man 

will willingly pay his lawyer a 

hundred dollars to secure his prop

erty, but most unwillingly pays his 

physician half that amount for sav

ing his life.” Many doctors consid

ered it unethical to discuss fees 

with their patients and let them pay 

whatever amount they pleased at 

their own convenience. When a 

doctor did present a bill, it was usu

ally only once or twice a year, a 

custom which still prevailed in 

many parts of NC into the 1930’s.

Education

Most prominent ante-bellum phy

sicians obtained their education in

the North, many turning to the Uni

versity of Pennsylvania for their 

medical training. In 1860, 107 of 

the 233 members of the NC Medical 

Society had obtained their degrees 

there. Other popular schools were 

the University of NY, Jefferson 

Medical College of Philadelphia, 

and Charleston Medical College. 

Less popular were Harvard, Yale, 

New Orleans, the University of 

Virginia, Rutgers, and the Univer

sity of Maryland.

Other doctors practicing in NC in 

1860 had obtained their medical 

education from local schools, often 

conducted by doctors "too advanced 

in age to attend longer to an active 

practice". In 1811, Dr. James H. 

Keys, who lived 8 miles from War- 

renton, advertised he "would will

ingly take two or three Medical 

Students". The terms would be rea

sonable for he was undertaking the 

school "more as a matter of amuse

ment, than of profit". No person 

need apply who was not well 

instructed in Latin. The doctor’s 

practice was not large, because of 

his age, but "sufficiently so to in

duct any Young Gentleman into that 

knowledge which is only acquired 

at the bedside of affliction".

NC Medical Society

It was partly to suppress "the fatal 

and criminal practice of Quacks and 

Empyrics" that a group of medical 

men, in 1799, organized a Medical 

Society which lasted only 3-4 years. 

Beginning in 1818 when a bill was 

introduced to prohibit a physician 

from practicing "unless he can pro

duce a diploma", there was constant 

agitation for some kind of control of 

the practice of medicine. However, 

many people thought the regulation 

of medical practice was not a sub

ject for the legislature. "Quackery

Continued on Next Page
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Doctoring - Continued

cannot be put down by legislation.

If the people will be deceived, they 

will be deceived." Finally, in 1848, 

several doctors, including Dr. W.

M. Taylor of Nash, issued a call to 

the medical men of NC to organize. 

A group met and formed the NC 

Medical Society "for the advance

ment of Medical Science and the 

elevation of our professional stan

dard". No person was to be admitted 

to membership "unless he is either 

a graduate in Medicine of some re

spectable Medical School, or has 

been a practitioner for at least five 

years; and who, moreover, is in good 

moral and professional standing in 

the place where he resides, and is a 

regular practitioner." Any member 

who procured a patent for a remedy 

or for an instrument of surgery or 

who gave a certificate in favor of 

such a patent or instrument would 

be disqualified.

Dentistry

Country Doctor Museum, Bailey, NC

General practitioners also pulled 

teeth and advised patients about 

mouth washes. However, by 1860, 

there were eighty-three dentists lo

cated in the towns and villages of 

NC. To provide rural service, "once 

or twice a year they might put their 

equipment into their buggies and 

make their circuits, visiting such 

families as needed their assis

tance". An 1821 advertisement in 

the Raleigh Register declared that 

the dentist "operated for all dis

eases of the teeth and gums; freed 

the teeth from tartar; filled and 

plugged decayed teeth; straightened 

children's teeth; and inserted artifi

cial teeth after the most approved

Rocky Mount Doctors 

♦Dr. Newsom Jones Pittman - first 

MD in the original village of Rocky 

Mount at the Falls of the Tar. (See 

Spring Issue of The Connector for 

more on Dr. Pittman.)

♦Dr. Robert Henry Marriott - se

cond MD at the Falls in Rocky 

Mount; b. Wake County, 10 Sept 

1819; m. Temperance Ann Battle, 

8 Nov 1853; d. 7 Sept 1873.

♦Dr. Walter B. Ricks - b. 1822. m. 

Helen Stanley Battle, 6 July 1853. 

♦Dr. James Philips Battle - b. 11 

May 1829; m. Kate Routh Home, 

12 Jan 1858; d. Rocky Mount, 3 Oct 

1865 of Typhoid Fever.

♦Dr. Henry Rome Thorpe-d. 1878. 

♦Dr. Richard Tillery - b. cal837.

Spring Hope Doctors 

♦Dr. C. G. McManaway - ca 1885 

♦Dr. William Edwards - b. 22 Jan 

1864; d. 14 Feb 1934.

♦Dr. George W. Lewis - moved to 

Wilson before 1914.

♦Dr. Hassell Brantley - b. 8 Jan 

1860; m(l) Nannie Taylor, d. 1892; 

m(2) Ida Westroy.

♦Dr. Julian Chisolm Brantly - b. 24 

Sept 1890; d. 1 Oct 1975.

♦Dr. John Ruffin Wheless - b. 17 

July 1868; d. 4 Dec 1922.

♦Dr. William Perry Wheless, son of 

Dr. J. R. Wheless - b.l July 1905; 

d. 12 March 1964.

♦Dr. Jack Oliver Carson - practiced 

in Spring Hope for a short while 

with Dr. Perry Wheless and then 

moved to Grifton.

manner,...in a style so nearly ap

proaching nature, as to bid defiance 

to detection."

In 1828, a traveling dentist barely 

saved himself from the wrath of the 

law. An ailing Englishman who ar

rived in Raleigh without funds soon 

died. An hour after his burial, a 

dentist took up the body to obtain 

the teeth. The police were informed 

of this disgraceful proceeding, but

the dentist "effected his escape". 

However, the man acting as grave

digger on the occasion "was taken 

and committed to prison".

Doctor Stories

♦Dr. Hassell Brantley of Spring 

Hope needed ice for a typhoid fe

ver patients. It was expensive, so 

he took a second job with the rail

road as mail clerk on the Spring 

Hope to Rocky Mount train to 

make money to buy ice for these 

patients.

♦Dr. George W. Lewis of Spring 

Hope had a lady patient who took 

to her bed and said she could not 

walk. Dr. Lewis could find no 

medical reason for her not being 

able to walk. Later, her husband 

went to Dr. Lewis and told him he 

was desperate. He needed his wife 

to help him with his crops, cook 

the meals, and clean the house.

Dr. Lewis told him there was one 

more thing he could try. He went 

to the home and instructed the 

lady to stand up, which she said 

she couldn't do. With that, he took 

off his coat and vest and started 

pulling off his suspenders. The 

lady asked him what he was going 

to do, and he replied, "If you will 

not get up, there is not but one 

thing for me to do. Get in bed with 

you!" The lady jumped up and ran 

out into the field to tell her hus

band what Dr. Lewis had done. He 

told her that he would take care of 

Dr. Lewis. He went into Spring 

Hope and asked Dr. Lewis, "Doc, 

how much do I owe you?"

♦While serving the Confederacy,

Dr. Henry Rome Thorpe assisted 

in Yellow Fever outbreaks in Tex

as and Alabama. He died in 1878 

at a cock fight at Five Points in 

Rocky Mount.

♦During the Civil War a local citi

zen was wounded in the lower ab-

CONTINUED ON NeXT PAGE
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Q--------------------------------------------------
TO KEEP MOTHS FROM CLOTHES

Nothing moths dislike so much as being disturbed. Clothes should 

therefore be taken out once a month and shaken well. A lot of clothes left 

unshaken is like an undisturbed fox cover. The moth won’t go away till he is 

forced to decamp by being hunted up.

Moths can’t bear tallow, and if curtains or any article of a like nature 

are put away for any time, I should recommend a pound of the commonest 

tallow candles to be put in paper and placed with them. 1 have seen it 

stated also, that cyanide of potassium was fatal to moths and that they won’t 

go near it. It would be worth trying when olher receipts fail.. But, after all, 

frequent shakings are the best antidote for moths and their grubs.

From: THE EDGECOMBE EARA1-JOURNAL September, 1860

domen. He survived his wounds 

and returned home. However, a 

bullet was lodged in his bladder 

and gave him trouble over the 

years. Fifteen years after the war, 

he called a doctor and asked him 

to operate and remove the bullet. 

The doctor consented but wanted a 

dentist to assist because the den

tist had a syringe and the doctor 

did not. For an anesthetic, they 

gave injections of brandy in the 

arm. 'They were successful in re

moving the bullet.

♦The first Atlantic Coast Line 

Hospital in Rocky Mount was a 

frame building. It burned shortly 

after Dr. R. H. Noel became Chief 

of Staff. Dr. Noel worked hard get

ting the patients out of the burning 

building. After it was over, his 

white shirt was still clean and he 

looked ’’neat as a pin’’.

♦Dr. W. H. Whitehead had the 

first indoor bathroom in Rocky 

Mount in 1901. Dr. G.L. Wimber

ly built his home that same year 

with an indoor bathroom. There 

was no running water in Rocky 

Mount until 1902.

♦Alexander P. Thorp, the youngest 

of the 11 children of John Thorp 

was probably the first pharmacist 

in Rocky Mount. He went to Phila

delphia for a year and lived over 

an apothecary shop, studying un

der the pharmacist. In 1879, the 

pharmacist gave him a certificate 

and he returned to Rocky Mount 

and opened his shop on Main 

Street. He later went into the to

bacco business in Rocky Mount.

jdk j. a. ruquA,

DEN $|§§!> TIST,

TARBORO’, N. 0.

Otfick—Opposite the Edgecombe House 
May 12, 1800. . - . 24—tf .

Nathan & The Boddies 

of Nash County, NC

ByT. E. Ricks

Nathaniel (Nathan) Boddie,

son of William Boddie and Mary 

Bennett of EtherttnPs Cross Roads 

in Isle of Wight, VA was born 22 

Feb 1732. William was the son of 

John Boddie and Elizabeth Thom

as of Va. John was the son of Wil

liam and Elizabeth Willis who 

came to the Colony in 1661 and was 

the progenitor of Boddies in Ameri

ca.
This earlier William, great grand

father of Nathan, was licensed to 

transport emigrants to the colonies. 

The license entitled him to 50 acres 

of land for each person transported, 

and from 1661 to 1684, William 

was granted 6,700 acres in pay

ment. By 1700, he owned about 12 

square miles.

When Nathan was just 2 years old 

his parents brought him to NC— 

first to Bertie Co. Part of Bertie lat

er became Edgecombe Co., and 

part of Edgecombe eventually be

came Nash Co.

As early as 1758, Nathan moved 

to Edgecombe Co. and settled on 

land belong to his grandfather, Wil

liam Bennett of Northampton Co.

whose will, dated 17 July 1758, 

gave ”my grandson Nathan Boddie 

my plantation whereon he now lives 

in Edgecombe County.” This prop

erty was on both sides of Peachtree 

Creek within the boundaries of 

what

we now know as Rose Hill. In June 

1762, he married Chloe Crudup, 

daughter of John and Mourning 

Crudup and brought her to his 

plantation on Peachtree Creek 

where they settled and raised 8 

children, and he increased his es

tate to 9,400 acres.

Nathan Boddie was elected to the 

Edgecombe Committee of Safety; 

represented the county in the 

Fourth Provincial Congress; was 

elected to the First General Assem

bly of NC, where he was instrumen

tal in the formation of Nash County; 

and served as a member of the State 

Senate. In 1786, he built a grist mill 

on Peachtree Creek which remained 

in the family until 1928. Nathan 

died in 1797 after richly reserving 

for himself a place in the annals of 

history.

Nathan’s son, George, served in 

the House of Commons and the 

State Senate. He is mentioned nu

merous times in Nash County re

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Boddies - Continued

cords, mostly as a guardian of 

orphans or as executor or adminis

trator of estates. He married Susan

na Parham Hill and later, Lucy 

Williams. Lucy and George had 13 

children of their own plus 4 chil

dren from his first marriage and 5 

nieces and nephews. He was the 

father or foster father of most of the 

Boddie family.

George’s son, Nicholas Williams 

Boddie, served in the state legisla

ture. He married his cousin, Louisi

ana Crudup Boddie of Georgia, 

and had among other children, 

Louisiana Crudup Boddie, who 

married Bennett Boyd Bunn, 

grandson of Bennett Bunn of 

Stonewall. They had a son, Nicho

las Boddie Bunn.

The Boddie name (as far as the 

Nathan Boddie line is concerned) 

would have ended with Nicholas 

Williams Boddie had not Nicholas 

Boddie Bunn petitioned the court 

for a name change to Nicholas Bunn 

Boddie that was granted on July 31, 

1914. His descendents have made 

significant contributions to Nash 

County and have been excellent 

citizens. Their service continues.

Hammond - from page 1

its extraordinary character leads me 

to doubt, I have to say in reply, that 

I regard the levy of troops made by 

the administration for the purpose of 

subjugating the states of the South,

as in violation of the Constitution, 

and as a gross usurpation of power. 1 

can be no party to this wicked viola

tion of the laws of the country and to 

this war upon the liberties of a free 

people. You can get no troops from 

North Carolina.”

On April 16, 1861, Gray Ham

mond enlisted in the Rocky Mount 

Light Infantry and was appointed as 

second lieutenant. This organization 

was mustered in as Company K of 

the fifteenth regiment.

In July, 1862, Hammond was 

elected captain of his company, and 

was re-elected to that rank at the 

reorganization, and a year later was 

promoted to major. In 1864, he was 

promoted to lieutenant colonel, the 

rank he held at the close of the war.

His service with the regiment em

braced the entire four years of the 

war and was marked by gallantry in 

action and devotion to the cause 

under all circumstances.

Gray Hammond took part in the 

early fighting around Yorktown on 

the peninsula and later at Malvern 

Hill during the Seven Days Cam

paign. He fought at Harpers Ferry 

and Sharpesburg, at Frederick

sburg on Marye’s Heights, Bristoe 

Station and Mine Run, the Wil

derness, Spotsylvania, North 

Anna, and Cold Harbor. He spent 

eight months fighting in the Peters

burg trenches, in the fields around 

Reams Station, and in the woods

Indentured - Bonded

A redemptor was an indentured person who sold himself as a servant for

a brief term of years to defray the cost of his voyage to America; an inden

tured servant was a covenanted or indentured servant who engaged himself 

for a certain number of years to work off a debt, usually four to seven years. 

A bond servant would then be a person under bond to another person. 

Once a bond or debt was paid off in cash or servitude, the person would be 

in the regular records.

★★★★★★

around Hatcher’s Run. He and his 

men supported the last charge at

Appomattox.

After the close of the war, Gray 

Hammond returned to the duties of 

civilian life as a farmer, merchant, 

and hotel proprietor. He served as a 

magistrate for Edgecombe County 

for several years.

Largely through the efforts of 

Benjamin H. Bunn, A Rocky 

Mount attorney and a member of an 

old planter family in the area, a bill 

was introduced in the first post-war 

state legislature to incorporate the 

town of Rocky Mount. An Act of In

corporation was ratified on February 

19, 1867. Pending the holding of an 

election, which was set for April, a 

temporary Board of Commissioners 

was named; Dr. R.C. Tillery,

W.W. Parker, T.H. Griffin, A J. 

Grey, Robert Ricks, and Gray W. 

Hammond. In the April election, 

Benjamin Bunn was elected as 

Rocky Mount’s first mayor. Gray 

Hammond won the respect and con

fidence of his fellow citizens and 

was elected one of the early mayors 

of the town.

You know you are an 

addict when...

♦You hyperventilate at the sight of an 

old cemetery.

♦You would rather browse in a ceme

tery than a shopping mall.

♦You know every register of deeds in 

the state by name, but they lock the 

doors when they see you coming. 

♦You would rather read census 

schedules than a good book.

♦All your letters begin "Dear Cousin". 

♦You store your clothes under the bed 

because your closet is full of books 

and papers.

♦You have traced every one of your 

ancestral lines back to Adam and 

Eve, have it documented, and still 

don't want to quit.
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Down, Down , From page 1

Among Vance County's interest

ing organizations was the Transyl

vania Land Company which was 

formed in Williamsborough to pro

mote settlement of the area we now 

know as Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Judge John Williams and Richard 

Henderson had met Daniel Boone 

in 1763 and had asked him to ex

plore the area with colonization in 

mind. In March 1775 the land com

pany leased 35,000,000 acres from 

the Overhill Cherokee Indians in 

violation of the Proclamation of 

1763 which forbade further western 

expansion. Luck was with the land 

company for by 1779, they were op

erating a 24,000 acre area in Ken

tucky and Tennessee.

Joseph Peace and his wife, Sa

rah Mast, were the first white set

tlers in what is now Vance County. 

Since their arrival, many families 

have claimed the area as home, 

whether it was called Granville, 

Bute, Warren, Franklin, or Vance. 

Old deeds identify some of the early 

settlers as Parham, Paschall, Kit

trell, Reavis, Rogers, Williams, 

Night, Fuller, Best, Hargroves, 

Gill, Coghill, Bullock, Wortham, 

Woodlief, Stanton, Royster, Rig- 

gan, Hicks, Horton, and Hawkins.

No sketch can contain a complete 

list of the people and industries who 

have grown with Vance County. The 

Tungsten Mine, Roses, Corbett Mo

tor Company, The Continental Plant 

Co., Carolina Bagging Company, 

and Sam's Whiffle Nuts are just a 

few of them.

Confederate Cemetery

The Confederate Cemetery at Kit

trell contains 4 rows of white marble 

markers where 52 gallant confeder

ate solders are buried. The names of 

4 are unknown. All of them died at 

the Kittrell Spring Hotel which

was used as a Confederate Hospital. 

Before the war, Kittrell was noted 

for having fabulous resort hotels. 

The most conspicuous, however, 

was a huge three story structure 

which was built after the war by 

"Yankees". It was called "The 

Glass Hotel" because the veran

dahs were enclosed in glass.
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Showing Churches of the Time

Many old homes still grace the 

countryside in Vance County. 

Burnside, Ashland, Pool Rock, 

Kingsbury, Ravenscroft, La- 

Grante, The Glover House, Bel- 

videre Bueno Vista, Oronoco, and 

Bloomberry are among the best 

known. Many legends based on 

some factual information have given

places like Pop Castle, site of a 

tavern and a race track, a mystical 

air, waiting to be found.

It was once thought that Wil

liamsborough would be the state 

capital. The first law school and the 

first military school in North Caroli

na were located in Williamsbo

rough. Today, it is a small village 

with a glorious past. St. John's 

Church and some stately homes re

main, refusing to be robbed of their 

glory.

Quaker Weddings

By Bettie Arthur

3VIy grandmother used to keep

us quiet by telling us "stories”. She 

told us about religion, history and 

folklore - always on a level we could 

understand. One story was about the 

simplicity and meaning of the 

Quaker wedding. When a girl in our 

community was planning her wed

ding, Grandmother thought all the 

fuss was a waste of time because 

she could not see God in any of the 

things going on. When a Quaker 

couple decided (with the help of 

family and the church) to marry, 

they stated their intentions at a 

monthly meeting.

Quakers believed that God, rather 

than a preacher, united a couple in 

marriage. No preacher was neces

sary, but they had to have a license 

from the Register of Deeds in their 

county.

The couple sat near the front of 

the meeting hall and during the 

meeting, stood and committed their 

vows to God and each other. All 

those present were witnesses to the 

vows. Very few of these marriages 

ever failed. A Quaker home was 

known as a haven of stability and 

safety.
J
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(Calvary Baptist Church WWII Veterans

From a 1940fs Church Booklet

Anderson, Albert, Jr. Ford, Floyd Perry, A.H., Jr.

Baker, Joseph Harrell, Kenneth Pollard, Fed

Baker, Wilbur Harrell, Ray Proctor, Elwood

Bedgood, Eddie Lee Harrell, Harvey, Jr. Rivenbark, Ben, Jr.

Bridges, Rudolph Hughes, Connie Lee Rooks, Ben

Burnette, Leslie Hollingsworth, Arnold Stancil, George A.

Burnette, Freeman Hollingsworth, James Starling, A.L., Jr.

Burnette, Roger Hoggard, Harvey Stewart, Curtis

Boyette, Herbert Moore, C.L., Jr. Strickland, I.J.

Carter, Leroy Moore, Thomas Reid Taylor, Charles

Clark, Donald Moore, James Taylor, Calvin

Cockrell, F.H. Oakey, Willie Taylor, William

Coley, J.C. Oakey, Edward Wrench, Nason

Collins, Grover C. Parker, Medie Lee Wheeler, Van

Daniel, R.D. Parker, Jackson

Daniel, Vernon Parker, Williard WAVES

Dorman, Robert Proctor, Edward Johnson, Allegra Darden

Evans, Rudolph Proctor, Earl Parker, Chlorace Ray

Evans, Clyde Proctor, Bill

After mailing the documentation,

Journey, Cont. from page 4

genealogy in hopes that I could one 

day document my ten generations of 

lineage spanning back to the 1638 

marriage between John Basse, son 

of the English Captain Nathaniel 

Basse, and Keziah Elizabeth Tuck

er, a convert to Christianity and 

daughter of the Chief of the Nanse

mond Indian Tribe. Only by doing 

so could 1 gain admittance into the 

Nansemond Indian Tribal Associa

tion.

The Nansemond Indians were 

once a part of Powhatan’s Confed

eracy or Empire and originally lived 

along the Nansemond River in 

Virginia. At some point during the 

17th century the Nansemond split 

into Christianized and non- Chris

tianized divisions. The Christian

ized group eventually migrated into 

Norfolk County, VA, settling near 

the northeast edge of the Dismal 

Swamp in the area of Bowers Hill. 

That area is now in the city of 

Chesapeake. My direct line, An

drew Bass, Sr., a grandson of John 

and Keziah Basse, through their son 

Richard, then went South into 

North Carolina's Black Creek area.

Toward the end of 1996,1 had 

finally amassed the needed proof. I 

felt a deep sense of fulfillment in 

knowing that I had rescued long for

gotten, or here-to-fore unknown to 

me, relatives from the dark recesses 

of time. In my heart and mind they 

now lived again as distinct person

alities. Through the study of docu

ments, I was able to piece together 

both the small and large events of 

their lives, such as learning of their 

economic status by reading wills. At 

times, 1 would suddenly be over

whelmed by the thought that if it 

were not for these ancestors, I would 

not even exist! In my heart I said a 

silent "Thank you."

I agonized that I may have left out 

something important. Or perhaps, 

put too much in? Was I correct on 

all those dates? How did I ever 

think I could go that far back in 

time and still be able to prove my 

lineage and be accepted into the 

Nansemond Tribe? As the days 

snailed past, my hopes began to fal

ter. However, on the morning of 12 

Feb 1997, the phone rang. My hus

band handed it to me, saying in a 

soft whisper, "It’s Wind Song." I 

knew this was my answer, be it yea 

or nay! My heart leapt as she told 

me that I had been accepted. Oh, 

the rush of joy I felt! I was to be re

ceived into the Nansemond Tribe by 

voice vote at their next meeting. 

(Wind Song is herself a birthright 

member of the Nansemond Indian 

Tribe and the tribal genealogist.)

The much awaited day finally ar

rived. The meeting, with Chief 

Barry W. "Big Buck" Bass presid

ing, was held in the Indiana United 

Methodist Church in Bowers Hill,

Chesapeake, VA. The church had 

once been an Indian mission and 

later an Indian school.

I was duly voted in and chose 

Gray Dove as my tribal name. I had 

become a proud birthright member 

of the Nansemond Indian Tribe. All 

of my fellow tribesmen, as did I, de

scended from that 1638 marriage...a 

marriage that took place so very 

long ago and yet only yesterday. 

This special genealogical journey 

was now complete. I had come full 

circle. The precious past had now 

become an important part of my fu

ture.

Braswell Library

Gifts from TRC Members

1 .Nash County NC Church & Fami

ly Cemeteries K-Z edited by Timo

thy W. Rackley and Tar River 

Connections. Donated by Rackley 
and TRC. '

2.Nash County, North Carolina 

Federal Census of 1860 abstracted 

Continued on Next Page
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Braswell - Continued

by Joan L. Howell, edited by Re

ese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell. 

Donated by Howell.

3. North Carolina confederate Vet

erans Grave Locations by Char

lotte R. Carrere and Robert L. 

McAllister. Donated by TRC.

4. Poe ins From the Piedmont by Kil 

Courtland, Centennial Edition, 

Dixie Chapter of U.D.C. Donated 

by Bettie Arthur.

5. Map: Battlefield of Bethel. June 

10. 1861. "The only correct and

15

reliable map of the Battle of Beth

el from a survey and drawing by 

Lt. W. G. Lewis." Published by 

Wm. B. Smith, Tarboro, N.C. 

Donated by Eugene Viverette.

Now Available 

Nash County North Carolina 

Deeds, Vol II, 1782-1791 Ab

stracted by Timothy W. Rack- 

ley.

Price of a Haircut

A Mill Town 

Depression Story

This story was recently re

lated by Kermit Paris, the 

son of Ambrose Paris. Both 

men worked for Rocky 

Mount Mills.

Ambrose, needing a haircut 

badly and knowing he didn't 

have the money to pay for it, 

decided to approach the bar

ber, Albert "Abe" Thomp

son, with a novel payment 

idea.

"Hey, Abe. Would you cut 

my hair for a cabbage?" Am

brose asked, holding out the 

best cabbage he could find 

from his garden.

"Sure, I can do that," Abe 

replied.

"Thanks, Abe," Ambrose 

said as he was walking out 

the door after the cut job.

"Wait a minute." Abe 

stopped him. "You forgot 

your change."

Ambrose turned with a 

puzzled look and Abe hand

ed him a cucumber and a 

squash.

John W. Cotton Camp No 4 Muster Roll 

December 81, 1938

Name 

N. C. Blue 

W. A. Brame 

J. R. Cooper 

H. L. Daughtry

E. A. Everette 

M. W. Haynes

F. W. Ham

G. W. Ham 

Thomas Hussey 

J.H. Jones

C. H. Jenkins 

Sydney Jones 

J. W. Lawrence 

J. W. Mobley 

R. E. Mitchell

Age Residence

64 Richmond, Va

65 Rocky Mount, NC 

62 Rocky Mount, NC

62 Rocky Mount, NC 

61 Conetoe, NC

61 Tarboro, NC

63 Rocky Mount, NC

62 Freemont, NC 

62 Tarboro, NC

62 Rocky Mount, NC 

62 Tarboro, NC 

62 Wilmington, NC 

62 Tarboro, NC 

62 Tarboro, NC 

62 Rocky Mount, NC

H. W. McCrackens 62 Rocky Mount, NC

E.M.L. Peacock 

E. B. Ricks 

G. W. Smithson 

N. F. Shine 

Scott

T. J. Gable 

C. W. Rose 

J. S. Lewis 

J. J. White 

B. F. Crochette 

G. C.Jackson 

James Cosby

62 Freemont, NC

63 Rocky Mount, NC 

62 Rocky Mount, NC

61 Rocky Mount, NC

62 Tarboro, NC

65 Rocky Mount, NC

64 Nashville, NC 

62 Goldsboro, NC 

59 Rocky Mount, NC

62 Rocky Mount, NC 

61 Rocky Mount, NC

63 Tarboro, NC

2 olher names marked "Void" 

C. W. Jeffreys 78 Tarboro, NC

New Members

Arlington Baptist Church 

1500 Bethlehem Road 

Rocky Mount, NC 27803 

919-937-7729

Donald W. Batchelor 

208 N.E. 79th Street 

Long Beach, NC 28465 

910-278-5352

Elizabeth Anne Bonds Bates 

PO Box 82 

Iuka, MS 38852 

601-423-1861

Jan G. Brown 

223 Fairway East 

Tequesta, EL 33469-1912 

561-746-6907

Denise Cappiello 

3900 Hawthorne Road 

Rocky Mount, NC 27804 

919-937-6085

Mrs. R. C. Chason 

412 Arrington Avenue 

Rocky Mount, NC 27802 

919-446-4819

Joel R. Clinebell 

PO Box 2

Knightdale, NC 27545 

919-266-1394

Donald Cooper 

2653 Vick Road 

Nashville, NC 27856 

919-459-4946

Arcla T. Daniel 

PO Box 576 

Spring Hope, NC 27882 

919-478-3937

William Davenport 

9412 Underwood Street 

Seabrook, MD 20706

Vernon Lee "Buck” Draughon 

1231 Beal Street 

Rocky Mount, NC 27804 

919-442-5571

Raymond M. Elieff 

4250 Suder Avenue 

Toledo, OH 43611

Evans, Isabell D.

36 Emerald Drive 

Maumelle, AR 72113-6039

Willis Allen "Bill" Griffin
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3108 Berkley Drive 

Rocky Mount, NC 27803 

919-443-2998

Shirley Hill 

331 41st Avenue E.

Tuscaloosa, AL 35404 

205-553-0259

Mary Jo Griffin Hooks 

PO Box 301 

Fremont, NC 27830 

919-242-5479

Mary K. Parrish Hudson 

275 Fawn Lake Drive 

Millington, TN 38053-6803 

901-876-5642

Plummer Alston Jones, Jr. Ph.D.

100 W. Innes Street, Apt 5-D 

Salisbury, NC 28144 

704-647-0043

Bryan Kemp 

138 Wallace Road 

Brunswick, GA 31520 

912-265-1987

Jerry J. Lewis 

2608 Diamondhitch Tr.

Raleigh, NC 27615-3963 

919-846-1049

Larry W. Owens 

416 Wisteria Avenue 

Louisville, KY 40222-4648

TO MY FRIENDS AND PATRONS

Dead Letter Office

LETTERS remaining in the Post Office at Tarborough, and which, if not

taken out by the 1st day of January next, will be sent to the General Post 

Office as dead letters.

James Alsbrook John Andrews John Alsbrook

John Alsbrook, jun. Eli Amison Milley Alsbrook

Turner Bryant James Bryan Jesse Barnes

Isaac Braswell Benjamin Bell Sheirs Crisp

Mason Elenor Creighton Eidson Fanny Fox

Lewis Fort Hardy Flowers Jacob H. Fort

Ethelred Gray Michael George Enos Green

Reuben Harper William Holman Joseph Hardaway, sen'r

Mrs. Adam Haywood James Holland Richard Hart

Sally Harrell Mrs. Lucy Haynes Alex'r S. Johnston

Joshua Johnston, sen'r Asbowin Jenkins Jesse Knight

Cladius Leroy Daniel Lane Lennington Mayo

Hardy Miliford Thomas Marks Drury Mayo

William Mathews Kenneth B. Milvir John Nettles

George Newbowin Willie Price John Proctor

Henry Roberts Elizabeth Routh Willie Stanton

James Stanton Alex. Sessoms Arthur Staton

William Tunnell 

William White

Allen Urquhart

John Ward

William Williams

Tarboro, Oct. 1, 1814 DANIEL REDMOND, Postmaster

From the Tarboro Southerner

502-425-1086

Debbie Peacock 

2605 Gary Road 

Rocky Mount, NC 27803 

919-446-5291

Fairy B. Williams 

1216 Old Mill Road 

Rocky Mount, NC 27803 

919-443-3553

For the past several years we have 

had short crops and it is not as good 

this year as we have hoped, that is 

the Cotton crop, but however I hope 

you all will do your best towards 

paying me for my services. Now to be 

plain with you, I owe some money 

and want to pay it, the people I owe 

need it, and I look to you for it. So 

please come on at once and help me 

so that I can relieve them.

Thanking you all for past favors,

I am very respectfully yours, 

G WINSTON, M.D.

From the Louisburg Dispatch, Oct. 14, 1887

Dorothy Pierce 

308 Nelson Street 

Rocky Mount, NC 27803 

919-442-1079

Polly Pope

1017 Pebblebrook Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27609

John & Michelle Sessoms 

412 Hill Street 

Rocky Mount, NC 27801 

919-977-1246

Paula Tharrington 

800 Logan Trail 

Rocky Mount, NC 27803 

919-443-1104

★ * FLASH ★ ★

This is your last issue of the 

entertaining, wonderful, 

outstanding, amazing newsletter, 

The Connector, for 1997.

To be sure you receive your 1998 

issues in a timely fashion, 

(and to save us having to 

mail you a notice!!!) 

please send your $10 dues to 

PO Box 8764 

Rocky Mount, NC 27804

by December 15,1997. 

★★★★★★

Tar River Connections welcomes new members, visitors, inquiries, bible records, church histories, gifts 

and suggestions for The Connector. Please contact us at PO Box 8764, Rocky Mount, NC 27804.


