
Jail f!ieurer.s 
Nephews and Grand Nephews 

Jlrlnrnl f!iearer.s 
Missionaries 

Faithful Redeemed Bible Class 
***** 

Wlfi!r~·s i\ 1!Wts11n 
For every cross we have to bear, 
For every heartache, eve1y care, 

For disappointments that come our way, 
There 's a reason. 

For every leardrop that we shed, 
For all the dreams lhal welll unsaid, 
For every stone that bniised our f eet, 
When trodding on the endless slreel 

There 's a reason. 

}or every hurl and every pain, 
And all the hopes lhat lived in vain, 

For every grief and ever plight, 
For every lonely hour at nigh I, 

There 's a reason. 

But there is One who understands 
Our every ache and every pain, 
We must p ut our tmst in Him, 

II will not be in vain. 
For He knows the reason. 

***** 
1\rknnwlehgenttnf 

The FAMILY acknowledges and deeply appreciates the many 
acts of kindness extended to them during the illness and death of their 
loved one. May God continue to shower you with his blessings! 

Arrangements by 

(¥~ 
<Jµ,._<l? 

t.slfer 
Funeral Service Licensees 

3 137 Fayetteville Street -- Durham, NC 27707 
(919) 682-3276 

1(877) 682-3277 - Toll Free 
Email : fisherfo@hotmail. com 

Since 1963 

i;nmegning ateli?bratinn 
For 

Ms. Alice Louise Cobb 

Sunrise 
October 16, 1921 

Sunset 
December 4, 2003 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2003 
lP.M. 

MOUNT VERNON BAPTIST CHURCH 
I 007 S. Roxboro Street 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Dr. Percy L. High, Pastor, Officiating 



Alire fJ!nuise Q!nbb 
lord, you alone can heal me, you alone can save me, and my praises are for 

you alone. Jeremiah 17:14 

MS. ALlCE LOUISE COBB, daughter of the late Claude Calvin Cobb, Sr .. and 
Veora Durham Cobb, was born on October 16, 1921 in Durham, North Carolina and 
departed this life on Thursday, December 4, 2003 at Magnolia Gardens. 

She was educated in the Durham City Schools and was a 1939 graduate of 
Hillside High School. She attended North Carolina College (now North Carolina Central 
University) and Shaw University in Raleigh, N.C. 

Alice worked for the.Federal Government for three years prior to a thirty-nine 
year career with North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company from which she retired 
in 1986. Although her work commitment was quite obvious, perhaps her greatest passion 
was for her family. She acted as a second mom to her younger sibl ings and nieces and 
nephews as she lovingly guided and supported them through all situations and, with her 
sister, Gertrude, was very instrumental in their educational achievements. 

A lifelong member of Mount Vernon Baptist Church, she has been a member 
and teacher of the Faithful Redeemed Bible Class, the Senior Citizens Club and the Mass 
choir. She was also a member of the National Council of Negro Women and the Zafa 
Court #41 Daughters of Isis. She also had past affiliations with the Girl Scouts. 

Alice was predeceased by two sisters, Gladys Battle and Gertrude Cobb; one 
brother, Claude Calvin Cobb, Jr.; and two nephews, Bert Choate and Ulysses Cobb, Jr. 

She leaves to cherish her loving memories, four sisters, Ruth C. Choate, Jean 
Haynie and Dorothy C. Wiggins (David), all of Durham and Annie Ruth Alderman 
(William) of Watha, NC; one brother, Ulysses Cobb (Emily) of Durham; six nieces, 
Rudie Choate, Donna Nelson, Patricia Gyant of Durham, Jerris Wells (Eugene) of 
Richmond, Va., Jeanya McMillan (Harrison) of Vancouver, Wash., and Annie Doris 
Lockett of Wilmington, Del.; seven nephews, Lt.Col (REl) Alphonso Matthewson (Mary 
Ann) of Williamsburg, Va, Gordon Matthewson, Johnny Cobb (Pam), Steven Cobb 
(Cathy) and Von Cobb, all of Durham, David Wiggins, III of Laurel, Md., and Claude 
Calvin Cobb, ill (Kimberly) of San Francisco, Cal.; 27 grand nieces and nephews; her 
caregiver, Mrs. Lucille Richmond; and numerous other relatives and friends. 

Oinb Abt Bu a 1'1'amily 
We need one another 
We love one another 

We forgive one another 
We work together 
We play together 

We worship together 
Together we use God 's word 
Together we grow in Christ 
Together we love all men 

Together we serve our God 
Together we hope for heaven 

These are our hopes and ideals 
Help us to attain them, 0 God 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord 

lfiamily Disitatinn 

12:30 P.M. - l P.M. 

®rher nf ~eruire 
THE PRELUDE 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE How Great Thou Art Choir 

THE SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS 

THE PRAYER OF COMFORT 

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
AND RESOLUTlONS 

THE HYMN OF PREPARATION Count Your Many Blessings Choir 

THE EULOGY 

THE HYMN OF ASSURANCE 

THE REMARKS 

It is Well 

THE COMMITTAL 

THE RECESSIONAL 

THE POSTLUDE 

* * * * * 

.Jnftntttnt 
Glennview Memorial Park 

Garden of Devotion 
Durham, NC 27713 

Percy L. High 

Choir 

Chris Fisher 

Drivers in the Procession, Please Turn on Your Headlights and 
Flashers for Safety. 



COBB 
DURHAM - Funeral services 

for Ms. Alice Louise Cobb, 82, 
of 219 W. Weaver St., will be 

held at l p.m. 
Monday at Mt. 
Vernon Baptist 
Church. Fami­
ly visitation, 
30 minutes 
prior to serv­
ice. Viewing, 
10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday 

and Sunday at the funeral 
home. Family at 219 W. 
Weaver St. E-mail condolences 
to fisherfp@hotmail .com -
Fisher Funeral Parlor. 



In Celebration of the J:Jf e 
of 

Mrs.findrew <13elle cdwards Cobb 

Sunrise 
fiugust 20, 1927 

,-----------, 

Wednesday, May 15, 2013 
12:00 e.Noon 

St. Mark._st[Mc Zion Church 
531 S. rf{_oxboro Street 

<Durham, e.North Carolina 

Officiating 

$unset 
May 7, 2013 



Order of Service 

Musical Prelude 

Processional 

Hymn of Praise .................................. .................................................................................................. #507 
"It is Well With My Soul" 

Scriptures 
Old Testament: Psalm 121. 
New Testament: Philippians 4:8-11. 

Affirmation of Faith 

Prayer of Comfort 

Musical Selection .................................................. .......................................................... The Perry Family 
Cousins 

Tributes ............ (limit 2-3 minutes) .......................................................................... Dr. John Thompson 
Friend, Former Principal Durham High School 

Ms. Lessie Burton Horton 
Former Student, President Merrick Moore/Mill Grove Alumni 

Dr. Dwight D. Perry 
Cousin, Chair NCCU Board of Trustees 

· Dr. Walter M. Brown 
Friend, West End Community 

Song ......................................................................................................................... Rev. Sylvia N. Branch 
Associate Minister St. Mark 

Tributes ............................................................................................................... Rev. Brenda McCormick 
Associate Minister St. Mark 

Ms. Cristy and Allyson Cobb 
Granddaughters 

Dr. Joyce Perry Edwards 
Cousin 

Resolution/ Acknowledgements ................................................................................... Ms. Gloria Stevens 
St. Mark Courtesy Gill 

Song .................................................................................................................................................... #447 
"Come Ye Disconsolate" 

Remarks ............................................................................................................. Rev. Dr. G. Ray Coleman 

Recessional .......................................................................................... ............................................... Choir 
"When We All Get to Heaven" 

Interment 
Beechwood Cemetery, 

3600 Fayetteville Street - Durham, NC 27707 

"Drivers in the procession, please turn on your headlights and flashers for safety." 



Andrew Belle Edwards Cobb 
A Life of Many Legacies 

Andrew Belle Edwards Cobb was born August 20, 1927 in Durham, North Carolina, the second child of the late John 
Andrew Edwards and Annie Rose Marsh Edwards. She entered into eternal rest on May 7, 2013. 

She attended Lyon Park Elementary School and graduated from Hillside High School in 1944. She earned the 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business and the Master of Science in Commerce from North Carolina Central University 
(NCCU) in 1949 and 1957 respectively. She pursued further graduate studies in Administration and Supervision, 
Vocational and Personnel Guidance at the University of North Carolina, North Carolina State University, and the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

Andrew Belle began a 45 year teaching career in the public schools of Durham county (Merrick-Moore High School) 
and city (Hillside and Durham High Schools), and Durham Technical Community College. During her professional career 
she taught a variety of subjects, provided vocational counseling, and served as an Administration Assistant in several 
NCCU Summer Institutes for science teachers in Health Education and Microbiology. 

At an early age she had a determination to achieve heights yet undisclosed but, in her mind, attainable. To this end 
she embarked upon an odyssey that resulted in many professional, intellectual, and spiritual life legacies. 

Her legacy of service is evident in her social, civic and community involvement where she served as president of the 
Linwood/Ridgeway Avenue Community Club; Board member of T. A. Grady Community Center; Durham Public Schools 
Education Chairperson of UNCF Solicitation and Parade of Stars Telethon; Member Daughters of Dorcas; Les Cardette 
Pinochle Club; Member City of Durham Human Relations Committee; District 13 Voter Poll Workers; former member of 
Zafa Court #41 Daughters of Isis; member of first Girl Scout Troop #21; Co-Chair/Organizer of the first West End 
Community Reunion. 

She leaves a great legacy in the reciprocal honors that she bestowed upon others and the honors that others 
bestowed on her. She honored others by the precepts and example that she exhibited in her life -- her wit, plain and 
direct comments, her probing, thought provoking questions, and her good-heartedness. Her mentoring to young people 
was done with unqualified enthusiasm and a deep sense of pride -- so much so that young ladies often attempted to 
emulate her demeanor. One frequently heard a young lady say to her, "Mrs. Cobb, when I grow up I want to be just like 
you". This is certainly one of the greatest compliments, indeed honors, that a young person can give an older adult in 
today's times. 

The honors and awards bestowed on her are numerous and include: Durham City Schools Plaques for Distinguished 
Demonstrations in Office Equipment; Durham Public Library Archive Room Plaque for First Black Teacher/Educator in 
a Private School; United Negro College Fund Award for Excellence in fund raising and hosting the UNCF telethon on 
WTVD. In 1969 she was one of the first African-American Durham Public Schools Teachers to transfer from Hillside 
High to the previously all white Durham High School where she integrated the Vocational Educational Department. 

Her legacy of Christian Fellowship and Service is evident by her life-long membership in Saint Mark AME Zion 
Church where her great-grandmother, Sarah Womble Marsh, was one of the founders. At St Mark she held membership 
in several clubs and organizations including the Zionettes, the Missionary Society, Stewardess Board #3, Chair-Life 
member for Rainbow Tea, Chair of Month of August Birthday Social Committee, Co-Founder of Saint Mark Gazette 
Newspaper, Co-Chair of Staff that produced the first hard copy Yearbook, and Co-Advisor of St. Mark Dramatic Club. 

Her legacy of love and gratitude is evident in the love that she gave her family by providing a nurturing, strong 
maternal environment that emphasized education and Christian principles. And, in gratitude, the greatest highlight of 
her life was the gifts that her children gave her when all three of them graduated - each on Mother's Day - from North 
Carolina A & T State University. 

She entered into holy matrimony with Claude C. Cobb, Jr. who preceded her in death and to that union were born 
three children - two daughters, Jerris C. Wells (Eugene) and Jeanya C. McMillan (Harrison), and one son, Claude C. 
Cobb, III. In addition to her children she leaves to cherish her memory eight grandchildren: Ivy Wells Perkins, Joy 
Wells Smith, Eugene Douglas Wells, III (Comeicha), Nichelle McMillan Bethune (James), Natalie Renee McMillan, 
Allyson Hope Cobb, Christy Drew Cobb, and Leah Lorie Cobb; and nine great-grandchildren: Nicholas Perkins, Lariisse 
Perkins, Jordan Smith, Kayla Smith, Naiyla Wells, Eugene D. Wells, IV (deceased), Neah Bethune, James Carl Bethune, 
Jr., Eugene D. Wells V, and Aleigha Martinez; one sister, Doris Lee (Bing) Bowser, an aunt, Artelia Marsh Perry and her 
children; two brothers William T. Fletcher and Robert L. Fletcher (Gaynell); six nephews: Aubrun Edwards, Alphonso 
Matthewson, Gordon Matthewson, Steven Cobb, Von Cobb, and David Wiggins, III; five nieces: Muruil Edwards, Lisa 
A. Bing, Rudie Choate, Donna Nelson, and Patricia Cobb, numerous cousins and many other relatives and friends. 

As a daily inspirational reflection during her working days she kept under a glass on her desk the words from one 
of her favorite songs, "The Impossible Dream". 

To dream ... the impossible dream .. . 
To reach ... the unreachable star .. . 

To try ... when your arms are too weary ... 
This is my quest, to follow that star ... 

No matter how hopeless, no matter how far ... 
To reach ... the unreachable star ... 

Do not follow a path that leads; instead build a path where a trail will be left. 

------------------------------~-------- -------- -- -- ------



Pallbearers 
Nephews and Cousins 

Floral Bearers 
The Zionettes and Daughters of Dorcas 

"Sweet Rest" 

God saw that her road was getting rough; 
The hill was too hard to climb; 

He gently closed her loving eyes 
and whispered, ''peace be thine". 

The weary hours; 
The days and nights of pain and discomfort; 

The sleepless nights are all over now; 
His ever patient. gentle servant has found sweet rest 

in that heavenly galaxy of eternal peace. 

Acknowledgements 

The family extends a special thanks to those who have offered comfort to us during these lastfew days by 
your prayers, your visits, and all other expressions of love that you have shown. We extend a special thanks 
to Wisdom Health Care and the Duke Home Hospice Services who gave unseljishly in service and friendship 
during our mother's transition. 

---·~·,---

The Measure of the Worth of a Person's Life 

Not how or when did she die, but how did she live? 
Not what did she gain in her life, but what did she give to improve the lives of others? 

Do not remember the day when her life on earth ended, 
But think on the memory of her eternal love and that will remove all tears of sadness; 

These are the units that measure the worth of a person's life, regardless of birth, creed or stature. 

Not, what was her church, or what was her creed? 
But did she befriend those really in need? 

Was she ever ready, with kind words of good cheer, 
to bring back a smile, or to banish a tear? 

Not what did the sketch in her bio say, 
But how many truly mourned when she passed away. 

These are the units that measure the worth 
of a person's life, regardless of birth, creed or stature. 

- --·::-;.<··,---
Service Entrusted To 
Burthey Funeral Home 
1510 Fayetteville Street 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 
(919) 682-0327 



In Loving Memory 

of 

Mr. Claude Calvin Cobb, Jr. 

January 26, 1926 - August 29, 2001 

SUNDAY, SEPT.EMBER 2, 2001 
2P.M. 

MOUNT VERNON BAPTIST CHURCH 
1007 South Roxboro Street 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 

The Reverend Doctor Percy L. High, Pastor, Officiating 

- - - - - -- -- - - ------ -------- ---



Mr. Claude Calvin Cobb, Jr. 
Claude C. Cobb, Jr., son of the late Claude C. Cobb, Sr. and Veora Durham Cobb, passed 

away peacefully in his sleep on August 29, 2001. He had waged a very courageous battle against 
cancer for the past several ~onths. His death comes exactly 62 days after his sister, Gladys, 
succumbed. 

Claude was well-known and well-liked within the Durham Community where he has resided 
most of his 75 years. After graduating from Hillside High School in 1943, he attended Durham 
Business College where he earned an Associate Degree in Business Administration. He further studied 
at North Carolina College (now North Carolina Central University) and Shaw University in Raleigh, 
NC. Claude served in the U.S. Navy from 1944-46, completing a tour of duty in Guam near the 
conclusion of World War II. After returning from service, he worked in various capacities at the 
American Tobacco Company, the Durham Housing Authority, Operation Breakthrough, Duke Hospital 
and the Employment Security Commission. 

Claude, or "CC" as he was known, joined Mount Vernon Baptist Church as a child and has 
attended continuously since. He belonged to the T. L. Rowland Bible Class. His civic affiliations 
included memberships in the Doric Masonic Lodge #28, Zafa Temple # 17 6 and the Weaver Mclean 
American Legion Post# 175. He also served on the Board of Directors of Lincoln Community Health 
Center. 

Claude leaves to cherish his memory, two daughters, Jerris Wells (husband Eugene) of 
Richmond, VA and Jeanya McMillan (husband Harrison) of Vancouver, WA; one son, Claude C. 
Cobb, Ill (wife Kimberly) of San Francisco, CA; eight grandchildren, Ivy J . Wells, Joy W. Smith 
(husband Keith), Eugene Wells, III (wife Comeicha), Nichelle McMillan, Natalie McMillan, Allyson 
Cobb, Christy Cobb and Leah Cobb; five sisters, Annie Ruth Bordeaux of Watha, NC, Alice Cobb, 
Ruth Choate, Jean Haynie and Dorothy C. Wiggins (husband David) , all of Durham, NC; one brother, 
Ulysses Cobb (wife Emily) of Durham, NC; four nieces; six nephews; and many other relatives and 
close friends, among them Andrew Belle Edwards Cobb (his former wife and mother of Jerris, Jeanya 
and Claude lll) and Vertie Glenn, former wife. 

In Loving Memory Of Our Lost One 
The pain we feel may never go away 

You have left to go to a much better place 
You have gone away but we know the Master makes no mistakes 

We al/ loved you so much it hurts to see you go 
But our hearts know that your soul is in a place 

that we all love and know 

You may have departed out of your shell 
but your memory will live 

You will live in our hearts as we have the love to give 

We will cry out in pain and rejoice in joy 
For you have gone to be with our Savior 

Who will give you more love· than you can endure. 
Wanetta Choate Cqpington 
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The Order of Servi~~ 

THE ORGAN PRELUDE 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE . .. .... ... . ... ... .. . ................. . ... . ........ . .... .. ........... ... ..... . Celestial Choir 

THE SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS 

THE PRAYER OF COMFORT 

Blessed Assurance 

Old Testament 
New Testament 

THE HYMN OF CONSOLATION .. . ... ..... ..... ..... . .... . ... .. .. ... . .. . .......... . . ... ........ . . Celestial Choir 
All Day Long I've Been With Jesus 

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND RESOLUTIONS 

THE SOLO ...... . ...... .. ... .. ... ... . .. ... . ... ... . .... . .. . ...... . .. . ...... . ...... . .. ....... . .... ... Ms. Still P. Penny 
Sweet Sweet Spirit 

THE EULOGY ..... . .. .. ... . ... ... . . . ... .. ... . .. . . . .. . .. ... ... .......... . ...... . ....... . . . ... .. . .. .. . .. ... Percy L. High 

THE HYMN OF ASSURANCE . .. . . ...... . . .. . .. .. .. ... , .. . . .. .. ... .. .. . .... . . . .... ... .. . .. ......... Celestial Choir 
It Is Well 

THE REMARKS ..... .. . ............................ ... .. .. . . . ...... . . . .. . ... . . ... . . . . . ... . .. .. ... .... . ... Chris Fisher 

THE COMMITTAL 

THE RECESSIONAL 

THE POSTLUDE 

* * * * * 

Interment 
Masonic Rites 

Doric Lodge #28, F.&A.M. 

Glennview Memorial Park 
Lakeside Section 

Durham, North Carolina 27713 

Drivers in the Procession, Please Turn on Your Headlights and Flashers for Safety. 



ACTIVE PALL BEARERS 
Doric Lodge No. 28, F.&A.M. -

HONORARY PALL BEARERS 
T. L. Rowland Bible Class 

FLORAL BEARERS 
American Legion Auxiliary 

HONORARY FLORAL BEARERS 
Daughters of Ruth Bible Class 

***** 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The FAMILY of Mr. Claude Calvin Cobb., Jr. deeply acknowledges and greatly appreciates the many acts of 
kindness extended to them during the illness and death of their loved one. May God continue to richly bless 
you!!! 

***** 

Arrangements 
by 

•' ..... ,.; -F"•, 
~ l l: .... , - , . ., 
~\' ,',..' 
~ 

jf i~ber jf uneral ~arlor 
Funeral Service Licensees 
3137 Fayetteville Street 

Durham, NC 27707 
(919) 682-3276 

Since 1963 



ACTIVE PALLBEARERS 

WALTER PERRY 

JOHNNIE B. PHILYAW 

C OLON PAGE 

FRANK MCCRAE 

HARLIE PAGE 

JOE L ANGLEY 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS 

D U RHAM INTERDENOMINATIONAL USHERS UNION 

W EAVER McLEAN PosT No. 175 AMERICAN L E GION 

T o a .'\.cco \ V o ::i.K -;:Rs U~ION No . 183 

E. 0. PEOPLE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

FLORAL BEARERS 

LADIES , US H E:l BO.<\RCS 

HONORARY FLORAL BEARERS 

KINGDOM SEEKERS ' SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

LADIES AUXILIARY AMERICAN LEGION POST No . 175 

The family wishes to express its grateful appreciation for all 
the kindnesses shown during the illness and passing of their loved 
one. 

ARRANGEMENTS 
BY 

BURTHF.Y SERVICE 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

DURHAM, N. C. 

C.. ~ R V I C E PR INTING COM P ,NY - O UF.HAM N . C . 

/<e_fly' 8 v/~nf f!o//e cf;ori 
I 

1Jn flrmnrtam 

CLAUDE CALVIN COBB, SR. 
1888-1966 

Mount Vernon Baptist Church 
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

Monday, February 14, 1966 
4:00 P.M. 

"I am the true vine and mu Father is the 
husbandman." - I JOHN 15:1. 

THE REVEREND E. T. BROWNE, PASTOR 



OuITUARY 

CLAUDE CALVIN COBB, SR. , the son of the late Handy and 

Alice Cobb, was born in Sampso::'l County on February 29 , 1888, 

and died on February 11 , 1966 at the Veterans Administration Hos­

pital at 11: 53 P .M. 

He i:_ittended public schools in Samprnn County. 

He was a retired employee of the American Tobacco Com­

pany where he worked for 45 years and was active in the Tobacco 

Workers Union #204 ( now TWU #183). 

H e was active in many phases of the civic and religious life 

1Jf Durham before his declining health. He was- a honorary life­

time member of Mount Vernon Baptist Church , a member of E. 0 . 

People Sunday School Class , a veteran of World War I , a member 

<Jf the American Legion and past president of the Interdenomina­

lional Ushers Association of North Carolina . 

He is survived by his wife , Mrs. Veora D . Cobb; seven daugh­

ters, Alice L . Cobb, Gertude Cobb, Mrs. Gladys Matthewson , Mrs . 

Ruth Choate, and Dorothy Cobb of the home, Mrs. Jean C. Tilley, 

Hartford, Connecticut and Mrs. Annie Ruth Pearsall of Warsaw; 

two sons, Claude C. Cobb, Jr. and Ulysses Cobb of Durham; three 

;brothers, Ferd, William and Johnnie Cobb of Roseboro; two sisters, 

Mrs. Sennie McDonald of Fayetteville and Mrs. Rebecca Edwards 

of Mount Olive; ·thirteen grandchildren and numerous other rela-

tives and friends 

MEl'vlORIAL SER VICES 

ORGAN MEDITATIONS 

PROCESSIONAL 

HYMN-"I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say" SENIOR CHorn No. l 

SCRIPTURE 

INVOCATION __ 

THE RE\'EREND J. W. BARNES 
Pa~tor , Terre ll Creek BapUsl Chui-c·1 

THE REVEREND JAMES STEWART 
Pastor, Red Mounta in anj 

White Oak Bnptist Ch11rc~ cs 

HYMN-"The S ervant of God Well Done" SFNIOR CHOIR No_ 1 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND REMARKS 

ZONE LEADER __ _ WILLIAM M. DAVIS 

SOLO _____ ____________________________________ _________ _________ _ R. W. DALTON 

EULOGY 

RECESSIONAL 

THE REVEREND J. A. BROWN 
Pa$for, Ebt:nezer Ea ptist Churc':"! 

MILITARY RITES AND INTERMENT -- GLENNVIEW MEMORIAL P ARK 
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· JOHN CAL VIN COBB '

1 .'f.f' ~~; 
Final rites f~~ Joh'\ CalYiry ' Cobb w~re-he.ld Wednesday, January ..2/: ~t,' 

~ Cq1111nunity Baprist Church. Rev. Percy .R. Chase, l?astor, officiated. 1!11<' 
.. ter1nent was in GlennvieW, Memorial Park. He died Friday. January ·16,. at , 
.. Du.rham Regional Hosp'ital. · ., •. t · · : ". ' 

He was born April N, 1952 in ·saltlr:nore; Md., a son of the Ulys8es 
Clifton and Mrs. Emily Hillman Cobb. J:ie attended Durham public 
schools . . was a graduate of Jordan Hi~l! School and attended Durha1,11 
Technical Community College. He was a veteran of the United Stlltes Air 
Force. He had been employed at Biomhieux, Inc'. 

He was a lifelong member of Community Baptist Church and an usher. 
He was an assistant Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 137 at St·. Joseph's 
AME Church. He also volunteered with Commtlnity Sharing for the 
Elderly. · 

Surviving. in iiddition to his parents, are his wife, Mrs. Pa111ela Nicker­
son Cobb; a son, Jonathan Calvin Cobb; a sister; Ms. Patricia Cobb; two 
brothers. Von Cobb and Steve Cobb; four aunts. Mrs. Annie Ruth 

• Alderman of Watha. Ms. Ruth C. Choate, Ms-. Jerin C. Haynie and ~s. 
Dorothy C. Wiggins; three uncles, William Hillman of Wilmington, 
Robert Hillman and Richard Hillman; both of East Stroudsburg, Pa. 

Arrangements were by Fisher Funeral Parlor. 



COKe~ I Ull~IU) I 1v111~, " ' "" · 

1- ·" .~ ll'f 
COBB 

DURHAM - Funeral .services 
for John Calvin "JG" "Johnny" 
Cobb, 51, of 522 Melbourne 

·St., ..,..,ill be held at l p.m. 
Wednesday: at Community 

Baptist 
Church, 482l 
Barbee Rd . 
Family visita­
tion, 30 min­
utes prior to 
service. View­
ing, 10 a .m. 
to 6 p.m . 

.__ _ __. . loday at Fish: 
er Funeral Parlor. ' 

" He was a 1971 graduate of 
Jordan High School and also 
attended· Durham Technical 
Community College. A former 
employee of Biomerieux, Inc., 
he was also a U.S. Air Force 
~teran. He was a member of 
Community Baptist Church and 
an assjstant scoutmaster of Bay 
Scout Troop 137. · 

Survivors · include his wife, 
P6mela Nickersdn-Cobb; a 

. , son, Jonathan Calvin Cobb; his 
parents, Ulysses Clifton. and 
:Emily Hi.llman Cobb; sister, 
Patricia Cobb; brothers, Von 
Cobb and StevE! Cobb (Kathy); 
mother-in-law, Willie S. Nick­
erson of Hillsborough; fother­
in-law, Herman Nickerson 
(Gail) of Henderson; sisters-in­
lCIW, Chris Nickerson~ Penrii'x 
(Lynn) and ·Jeana Nickerson of 
lrli(lsborough · and Rosetta 
Cobb; brother-in-I.aw, Jeff 
Nickerson of . Hill'sborough; 
aunts, Annie Ruth Alderman 
(William) of Watha and Ruth 
C. Choate, Jean C. Haynie and 
Dorothy C. Wiggins (David); 
uncles, William Hillman 
(Sylvia) of Wilmington and 
Robert Hillman and Richard 
Hillman (Delores) of East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. ' 

1· 

Family also at l 002 Ben­
r:iing St. E-mail condolences to 
fisherfp@hotm~il.coin. - F(sher 
Funeral 'Parlor. 

! - -z,o - o Lf-
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Pallbearers 
Men's Usher Board - Mt. Vernon Baptist Church 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Interdenominational Ushers Union of Durham 

Floral Bearers 
Daughters of Ruth Bible Class 

Honorary Floral Bearers 
Interdenominational Ushers Union of Durham 

Women's Usher Board - Mt. Vernon Baptist Church 

She Is Not Dead 
I Cannot say, and I will not say 

That she is dead . She is just away. 
With a cheery smile, and a wave of the hand, 

She has wandered into an unknown land 
And left us dreaming how very fair 

Her needs must be, since she lingers there . 
And we__: oh, we, who the wildest yearn 
For an old-time step, and her glad return, 

Think of her faring on , as dear 
In the love of THERE as the love of HERE. 

Think of her still as the same, I say, 
She is not dead - she is just away . 

James W. Riley 

Acknowledgment 
The Family gratefully acknowledges and deeply ap­

preciates the many kindnesses shown them during the illness 
and death of their loved one. May God Bless You! 

* • * * • 
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3137 Fayetteville Street 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
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SERVICE IN MEMCJR.i 

~As . Gertrude Cobb 
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Mount Vernon Baptist Church 
1C~7 ~ c- -:·~J Roxboro Strz,a~ 

Durhar.i, North :.:·.:c: :_'i·:_ 
f: * * * * 

Thursday, May 21, 1987 
2:00P.M. 
* * * * * 

The Reverend Percy L. High, Pastor, Officiating 



Obituary 

MS . GERTRUDE COBB, daughter of the late Claude C . Cobb, Sr. 
and the late Veora D. Cobb, departed this life on Sunday, May 17, 1987 
al Durham County General Hospital after a brief illness. She was born 
and reared in Durham and attended Durham City Schools . For many 
years she was employed at North Carolina Mutual Lile Insurance Com­
pany in the Mail and Supply Department , retiring due to declining 
health in 1981 as department supervisor. 

Gert - as she was affectionately known - was a very active member 
of the Mount Vernon Baptist Church, working with both the Senior and 
Youth Usher Boards. In addition, she was a member of the Daughters of 
Ruth Bible Class and a member of the Interdenominational Ushers ' 
Union which her father founded . She also worked with the Youth of that 
organization for several years . 

It was not by accident that the love and admiration for Gert by her 
nieces and nephews was totally unsurpassed . For she always d isplayed 
tremendous patience and concern particularly for each of them and was 
very instrumental in each one's development. While she will be fondly 
missed by all , they surely will miss her the most. 

She is survived by six sisters, Mrs. Annie Ruth Bordeaux of Watha , 
N.C .. Ms . Alice Cobb, Mrs . Gladys Battle , Mrs . Ruth Choate , Mrs . Jean 
Nelson and Mrs . Dorothy Wiggins, all of Durham; two brothers, Claude 
C. Cobb, Jr. and Ulysses Cobb of Durham; six nieces, Ms. Rudie 
Choate, Ms . Donna Nelson, Mrs . Patricia Gyanl of Durham, Mrs. Jerris 
Wells of Greensboro, N.C ., Mrs. Jeanya McMillan of Seattle, 
Washington , and Mrs. Annie Doris Lockett of Wilmington , Delaware; 
eight nephews, Major Alphonso Mathewson, USA of Germany, Gordon 
Mathewson of Sandusky, Ohio, Berl Choate, David Wiggins Ill, Johnny 
Cobb, Steve Cobb, and Claude Calvin Cobb, III , all of Durham and Sgt. 
Von Cobb, USAF of England; and a host of other relatives and fr iends . 

Say unto wisdom , Th ou art my siste r; and call understan ­
ding thy kins woman . 

Pro verbs 7:4 

The Order of Service 

THE PRELUDE ...... . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. . ... . .. . The Organist 

THE PROCESSIONAL 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE . . . . . ... ........ . ..... . ... .... . .. The Choir 

THE SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS AND PRAYER 
{Accompanied by Organ Music) 

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND RESOLUTIONS 

THE HYMN OF PREPARATION .... .... . .. ...... .. . . . .... The Choir 

THE EULOGY . . .......... .. . . .... . . ... . . ....... . . .... Percy High 

THE HYMN OF ASSURANCE .. . .. . . . . .. . . . ...... . . . . .... The Choir 

THE RECESSIONAL 

THE POSTLUDE 

Burial 
Glenn view Memorial Park 

Durham 

DRIVERS IN THE PROCESSION, PLEASE TURN ON HEADLIGHTS FOR SAFETY. 



Pallbearers 
Men's Usher Board - Mt. Vernon Baptist Church 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Interdenominational Ushers Union of Durham 

Floral Bearers 
Daughters of Ruth Bible Class 

Honorary Floral Bearers 
Interdenominational Ushers Union of Durham 

Women's Usher Board - Mt. Vernon Baptist Church 
• * * * * 

She Is Not Dead 
I Cannot say, and I will not say 

That she is dead. She is just away. 
With a cheery smile, and a wave of the hand, 

She has wandered into an unknown land 
And left us dreaming how very fair 

Her needs must be, since she lingers there. 
Ana we - .:ih, oHe, wl10 th& wild.est ysam 

For an old-time step, and her glad return, 
Think of her faring on, as dear 

In the love of THERE as the love of HERE. 
Think of her still as the same, I say, 
She is not dead - she is just away. 

James W. Riley 
• * • * • 

Acknowledgment 
The Family gratefully acknowledges and deeply ap­

preciates the many kindnesses shown them during the illness 
and death of their loved one . May God Bless You! 

• * * * * 
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Funeral Service Licensees 

3137 Fayetteville Street 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
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SERVICE IN MEMORY 
of 

Ms. Gertrude Cobb 
* • * * * 

Mount Vernon Baptist Church 
1007 South Roxboro Street 
Durham, North Carolina 

* * * * * 

Thursday, May 21, 1987 
2:00P.M. 
* • * * • 

The Reverend Percy L. High, Pastor, Officiating 



Obituary 

MS. GERTRUDE COBB, daughter of the late Claude C . Cobb, Sr. 
and the late Veora D. Cobb, departed this life on Sunday, May 17, 1987 
at Durham County General Hospital after a brief illness. She was born 
and reared in Durham and attended Durham City Schools . For many 
years she was employed at North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Com­
pany in the Mail and Supply Department, retiring due to declining 
health in 1981 as department supervisor. 

Gert - as she was a£fectionately known - was a very active member 
of the Mount Vernon Baptist Church, working with both the Senior and 
Youth Usher Boards. In addition, she was a member of the Daughters of 
Ruth Bible Class and a member of the Interdenominational Ushers' 
Union which her father founded. She also worked with the Youth of that 
organization for several years. 

It was not by accident that the love and admiration for Gert by her 
nieces and nephews was totally unsurpassed. For she always displayed 
tremenC.ous pa•ience and concern par1icularly for each of them and was 
very instrumental in each one's development. While she will be fondly 
missed by all , they surely will miss her the most. 

She is survived by six sisters, Mrs. Annie Ruth Bordeaux of Watha, 
N.C . , Ms . Alice Cobb, Mrs . Gladys Battle, Mrs . Ruth Choate, Mrs. Jean 
Nelson and Mrs . Dorothy Wiggins, all of Durham; two brothers, Claude 
C . Cobb, Jr . and Ulysses Cobb of Durham; six nieces, Ms . Rudie 
Choate, Ms . Donna Nelson, Mrs . Patricia Gyant of Durham, Mrs. Jerris 
Wells of Greensboro, N.C . , Mrs . Jeanya McMillan of Seattle, 
Washington, and Mrs. Annie Doris Lockett of Wilmi11gton, Delaware; 
eight nephews, Major Alphonso Mathewson, USA of Germany, Gordon 
Mathewson of Sandusky, Ohio, Bert Choate, David Wiggins III, Johnny 
Cobb , Steve Cobb, and Claude Calvin Cobb, III, all of Durham and Sgt. 
Von Cobb, USAF of England; and a host of other relatives and friends. 

Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understan­
- ding thy kinswoman . 

Proverbs 7:4 

The Order of Service 

THE PRELUDE ........... . .... . .......... ... . .. .. . .. The Organist 

THE PROCESSIONAL 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE ....... . ..... . .......... . ..... . .. The Choir 

THE SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS AND PRAYER 
(Accompanied by Organ Music) 

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND RESOLUTIONS 

THE HYMN OF PREPARATION " . . s:~z .. ,),~~'.~. ~i!.- '.~ . . ·: ... .. The Choir 

I . t · ,J .. y IJ. \) . , 
THE EULOGY .-:', . ·-.. :-:J':-'·t. ;1

1 
~ .· :": ••• .'<.f ~ . -. -: : : ... ,c,-. ':'-".' '. o.:C ... Percy High 

. ~ .. A·\.;(· }~: .)f,l ,1.tL:.. 
t.. A...c..... ~ ... \ . i.. l . I r 

THE HYMN OF As,S_U .. R .... ANCE 'v..L·.~· rJ ·~ "{' (£t. ft l~·c· T ·. Th Ch · 

THE RECESSIONAL 

THE POSTLUDE 

.. ..- ........ ... ~ .......... :-.. e 01r 

Burial 
Glennview Memorial Park 

Durham 

DRIVERS IN THE PROCESSION , PLEASE TURN ON HEADLIGHTS FOR SAFETY . 
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COBB 
The Rev. Dr. Harold Jomes 

Cobb, Sr., age 76, of 3517 
Westover Rd., died Monday. 
He was a graduate of Shaw 

University 
with dual de­
grees of Bac­
helor of Arts 
and Bachelor 
of Divinity. 
He earned a 
master of Di­
vi'nity from 
Southeastern 
Theological 
Seminary, a 
Moster of Ed­

ucation from North . Carolina 
Central University bnd on Ed'u­
cotio.nol 'Specialist Deg~ee 

. from East Carolina University. 
Dr. Cobl:i was-pastor of First 

Bop'tist Chu.rcH ,, in Mebane, 
froni 1949. to 1953. He also 
held pastorates at First B'optist· · 
Church, in Burlington, from 
19'53 to 1972, Mount Bethel · 
Baptist Church," in Roxboro, 
from 1'960 to 1990, and West 
Durham Baptist Church, from 
1972 to 1993. He founded 
First United Antioch Baptist 
Church, in 1993, as port .of his 
vision that .a church should 
serve its community. In addi­
tion tc:> traditionql worship serv­
ices, the church also provided 
continuing adult .education 
throu.gh a partnersh'ip with 
Shay.' University as well as a 
women's health service. 
· He was a member of· Alpha 
Psi Alpha Fraternity. " 

Funeral services will be held " 
12 Noon Saturday at Firsf Unit­
ed Antioch Baptist Church, 
141;5 Holrowoy St. Family visi­
tation· will be one hour .prior to' 
the service. A viewing .y.-ill be 
held ·from 10:00 a'. m. till 6:00 
p.m. to~ay ond.-Fripay, at Fisli .~ 

er Funeral P~rlor. . . 
Surviving are his 'wife, of 51 

years, .Armadia Goodson · 
Cdl:ib; sons, the Rev. Harold J. 
Cobb, Jr. (Sheliah) and grand­
daughter, Caryn; of Norfolk, 
Va., and Tirri "9obb and grand­
sons, Avery and T.J ., 9f Atlan7 
ta; aunts, Ida Mae Lewis, of 
High.Point, who was ·his surro­
gate mother, .and Geneva Ste­
venson Jackson, of Gastonia; 
uncle, Christopher Stevenson, 
of Detroit,. Mich. ; sisters-in­
law, Katie Dunston (Ollie) and 
Marjorie ·Powell (Robert), of Ra­
leigh; brothers-in-law, Way­
mond Goodson (Betty)', of 
Wheaton, ·Md., M. Chester 
Goodson, of Columbia, Md., 
and Marion Goodson 
(Mildred), of Raleigh . 
· In lieu of flowers, ' please · 

make· coAtributions to · the 
church . 

Email"condolences to .fisher­
fp@netscape.net. · 
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In Loving Memory 

on 

of 

The Reverend Doctor Harold James Cobb, Sr. 

May 24, 1925 -- August 6, 2001 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 2001 
Noon 

FIRST UNITED ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH 
. 1415 Holloway Street 

Durham, North Carolina 27703 

The Reverend Michael J. Page, Pastor, Officiating 
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Family Visitation 

11 AM. -- Noon 

The Order of Service 

PRELUDE 

SELECTION I Will Trust In The Lord 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS 
Old Testament Ecclesiastes I:l-11 
New Testament John 14:1-6 

PRAYER OF COMFORT 

SELECTION 

TRIBUTES 

Durham Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance 

Yates Association 

First Baptist Church (Burlington) 

Mount Bethel Baptist Church 

West Durham Baptist Church 

First United Antioch Baptist Church 

The Family 

SELECTION 

EULOGY 

SELECTION 

RECESSIONAL 

Amazing Grace 

* * * * * 

Interment 
Beechwood Cemetery 

Section E 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

First United Antioch Baptist Choir 

Rev. J. Ray Butler 
Rev.MichaelJ.Page 

Dr. Charles Bullock 

First United Antioch Baptist Choir 

Rev. Leroy E. Davis 

Mrs. Faye Oakley Bassett 

Rev. Ken Brown 

Dr. Luke Torian 

Wanzie McAuley 

John Clark 

Tim Cobb 

First United Antioch Baptist Choir 

Reverend Harold J. Cobb, Jr. 

First United Antioch Baptist Choir 

Drivers in the Procession, Please Tum on Your 1-Eadlights and Flashers for Safety. 



PALL BEARERS 
Nephews of Dr. Cobb 

HONORARY PALL BEARERS 
Brethren of the Cloth 

FLORAL BEARERS 
Women of First United Antioch Baptist Church 

HONORARY FLORAL BEARERS 
Minister's Wives 

Adapted from "Go Down Death - A Funeral Sermon" by James Weldon Johnson 

Weep not, weep not, 
He Is not dead; 

He's resting In the bosom of Jesus , 
He.art·broken wife - weep no more; 
Grief-stricken sons - weep no more; 

He's only gone home. 

Early Monday morning, 
God was looking down from his great, high heaven, 

Looking down on all his children, 
And his eve fell on Brother Harold. 

Tossing on his bed of pain, 
And God's big heart was touched with love and compassion. 

And God sat back on this throne, 
And called Death! 

And God said: God down, Death, go down 
Go down to Durham, North Carolina 

Down In Treyburn 
And find Brother Harold. 

He's borne the burden and heat of the day 
He's labored long in my vineyard. 

And he's tired -
He's weary-

Go down, Death, and bright him to me. 

While we were watching round his bed. 

* * * * * 

He turned his eyes and looked away 
He saw what we couldn't see. 

He saw Old Death. He saw Old Death. 
Coming like a falling star. 

But Death didn't frighten Brother Harold; 
He looked to him like a welcome friend . 
And he whispered to us, I'm going home. 

And he smiled and closed his eyes. 

And Death took him up like a baby, 
Up beyond the evening star. 

Out beyond the morning star. 
Into the glittering light of glory. 

On to God's Great Throne 
And there he laid Brother Harold 

On the loving breast of Jesus. 

And Jesus took his own hand and wiped away his tears. 
And smoothed the furrows from his face . 

And the angels sang a little song, 
And Jesus rocked him his arms. 

And kept a-saying, "Take your rest. 
Take your rest, take your rest." 

Weep not - weep not. 
He Is not dead. 

He's resting In the bosom of Jesus. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The FAMILY, of Reverend Doctor Harold James Cobb, Sr., deeply acknowledges and greatly appreciates the 
many acts of kindness extended to them during the illness and death of their loved one. Special thanks is 
extended to Rev. Z. D. Harris for hi$ pastoral assistance. May God continue to richly bless you!!! 

Arrangements by 
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jfisber jf uneral ~arlor 



A Short History of the Full Life of Dr. Harold James Cobb, Sr. 

HAROLD JAMES COBB, SR. was born on May 24, 1925 in Winston-Salem, North Carolina to 
Walter and Minnie Stevenson Cobb. He was raised and received his early childhood education in 
Chester, South Carolina where he lived with his maternal grandparents Lizzie ~nd James Stevenson. 
As a teenager, he moved to High Point, North Carolina where he finished William Penn High School. 

He accepted his calling to the ministry and attended Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
While at Shaw, he was active on campus and joined Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. He also met his wife, 

Armadia Goodson there. Harold and Armadia married in 1950, a union that lasted 51 years and 
produced two sons, Harold Jr. in 1958 and Tim in 1965. He graduated from Shaw with dual degrees 
of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Divinity. 

He accepted his first pastorate in 1949 at First Baptist Church in Mebane, North Carolina where 
he remained until 1953. In 1953, he became pastor of First Baptist Church in Burlington, North 
Carolina. In addition to serving as the Church's leader, he was also an active community leader with 
the Citizen's Committee for Civic Affairs, which was the area's primary vehicle for civil rights advocacy. 
In 1960, he agreed to serve as Pastor of Mount Bethel Baptist Church in Roxboro, which conducted its 
services on Sunday afternoons. He would remain at Mount Bethel until 1990. 

In 1972, he accepted the position as Pastor of West Durham Baptist Church in Durham, North 
Carolina. During this period of his career, he intensified his passion as an educator, first as an adjunct 
professor at Shaw University and subsequently as Assistant Principal at several Durham area 
elementary, junior high and high schools. He retired from the Durham County School System in 1995. 
Dr. Cobb never lost his own desire to add to his personal educational base, and continued his formal 
education throughout much of his adult life. He earned a Master of Divinity from Southeastern 
Theological seminary, a Master of Education from North Carolina Central University, and an 
Educational Specialist Degree from East Carolina University. He was the recipient of an honorary 
Doctor of Divinity from Friendship College. 

He retired as Pastor of West Durham Baptist in 1993. After a short retirement, he founded First 
United Antioch Baptist Church in December 1993. In many respects, First United represented Dr. 
Cobb's vision of how a church should serve its community. In addition to traditional worship services, 
the Church also provided continuing adult education through a partnership with Shaw University as 
well as a women's health service. 

After a long and courageous bout with prostate cancer, Dr. Cobb moved on to Glory on August 
6, 2001 from complications resulting from cancer. In terms of his immediate family, he is survived by 
his loving and devoted wife Armadia; his son Harold Jr. and daughter-in-law Sheliah and 
granddaughter Caryn of Norfolk, Virginia and his son Tim and grandsons Avery and T J of Atlanta, 
Georgia. He is also survived by two aunts, Ida Mae Lewis of High Point, North Carolina who was his 
surrogate mother and Geneva Stevenson Jackson of Gastonia, North Carolina; an uncle, Christopher 
Stevenson of Detroit, Michigan; brothers and sisters-in-law, including Katie and Ollie Dunston, Marjorie 
and Robert Powell and Marion and Mildred Goodson of Raleigh, North Carolina, Waymond and Betty 
Goodson of Wheaton, Maryland and M. Chester Goodson of Columbia, Maryland; and many loving 
cousins, family and friends. He will be greatly missed by all . 

Dr. Cobb leaves many wonderful and enduring legacies: including service to God and 
community; the tremendous benefits of hard work and persistence; and an example that ordinary 
people can achieve extraordinary things, if they trust in God, believe in themselves and have the 
courage to pursue their dreams. 
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SERVICE IN MEMORY 
of 

Mrs. Veora Durham Cobb 
September 22, 1897 - January 30, 1985 

* * * * * 
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1007 South Roxboro Street 
Durham, North Carolina 

* * * * * 
Sunday, February 3, 1985 

. 1 :00 P.M. 
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- Obituary-

MRS. VEORA DURHAM COBB, a long time resident of Durham . 

N .C.. and th e wi fe o f the late Claude C. Cobb , Sr., died sudden ly 

January 30. 1985 al her home. 

A native of Chatham County , N .C., she moved al a very ed.rly cl<Jl' 

t o Durham, N .C .. where she attended public schools. It was in Durham 

lhal she mel and married her lale husband. and they both joined tlw 

Ml. Vernon Baptist Church in November o f 1925. As a failhrul member 

o f Ml. Vernon, she belonged Lo th e Kingdom Seekers Bible Class i.llld 

was a lon !'.-) tirn e Missionary . While h<~r health permitted . sht· Wds <.1 

devoted member and supporler or i.ll l Church programs and was vvry 

affectionately known in th e Mt . Vernon l"arnily . 

Undoub ted ly . her most remarkab le chcHCJ c teristics a11d the I rails 

fo r which she will best be rem embered are her warmth, l ovt~ and 

c lt ~d i cat i on as a Mo ther and as "~Jrandma " to many youn!"J frier1d s of llw 

lamily . Her depa rlu re wil l be a hearll ell loss lo Lwo sons. Claudt: C. 

Cobb , Jr . and Ul ysses Cobb . both o l Durl1,rn1 : six dau~hlers . M s. Ali ce 

Cobb . Ms. Gertru de Cobb. Mrs. Gladys BCJltk Ms. Ruth ChoCJtc . Ms . 

Jean Nelson and Mrs. Dorothy Wi!.J~Jins . all of Durham: o rw stt·p­

daughter. Mrs . ·Annie Ruth Pearsi:Jll of Wil lard. N.C. : l hirlet'n qrarid ­

c hildrt~n: lt~ n qreal - ~Jra11dchildrL'11: orw sis ter- in- law . Mrs . St ~e nil' 

McDonu ld o f F'ayelteville . N.C.: orw brolher·in-law . Willi am f .dwd rd s 

o f Rosebo ro. N .C.: o th t:~r rl'la ti vcs c111d m crn y fri ends . 

/hi ~ i .~ Ill!/ 1·0 111111.111cl11lt'11/ . 111.1/ .1/t ' /111 11 · <Jiii' .111u/f1, ·1 . .t ~ I 
/1,11 11 . le Jl't'c/ .1/011 , 

- The Order Of Service -
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THE PROCESSIONAL 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE ....... I /\111 l71i11<' Oil l.n1d . ...... T li l' Cho ir 

llff: SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS AND PRA YU~ 
(Accompanied by Or<Jall Music) 

nff ACKNOWLEDGEMEN I s AND l~l ~SOUJTIONS 

!HE HYMN OF PREPARATION . . Oii I wd I A11r V"'" Cllilcl . . rlw Choi r 

THE EU LOGY ... .... .. .. ... .. . ... .. .. . ... . . .... . Pl'r <y H iqh 

THE HYMN OF ASSURANU·. <>II I W.1111 Tu Sc··· I li111 . .. !"li e Choir 
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-Obituary-

MRS. VEORA DURHAM COBB. a longtime re s ident o f Du1 ham . 

N .C.. and the wife o f th e late C laU<.k C. Co bb . Sr .. di ed 'iUddcn ly 

January 30. 1985 at he r home. 

A native of Chatham Coun ty . N .C.. she moved al d very ea ily a<Je 

Lo Durham. N .C., where she allendcd public schools. IL wa s in Durha111 

that she m et and married her late husband. and they both joined llw 

Mt . Vernon Bapti st Churc h in Novc mbe1 o l 1925. A s a faithful m embe1 

of Mt. Verno n . she belonged to the Kinndom See kers Bib le Cl,1-;s dlKI 

wa s a lonalime Mi ss ionary. Whil e hc1 hea lth permitted . slw wc1 -; <1 

dPvo ted member and suppor ter o t all Church programs and w,1s w 1 y 

il ffec ti o nat ely known in the Mt. Vc 1non fa111ily. 

Undoubt ed ly , her most 1emarkc1blc charac teri sti cs dnd tlw t1 aih 

10 1 whi ch she will bes t hC' 1en1cmbL•1ed M c he1 warmth. love: cllld 

dedi La tion as a Mother and ds ·· wandn1d·· to many younn fri end -; ot tl w 

famil y. He1 departure will be a hed 1Lfc lt lo ,,s to two sons. C lc1ucle C. 

Cobb . Jr. and Ulysses Cobb . both o f Du1ham : six dauahters. M 'i. Ali cl' 

Cobb . M s. Gertrude Cobb . M1'>. Glady~ Battll' , M 'i. Ruth Choc1 tl' . M~. 

Jean Nelson and Mrs. Dorothy Wi rJ•Jins. al l o f Durha111 : 0 111 · .., t. ·p· 

daugh ter. Mi s. Anni e Ruth Pea1sc1l l o l Willard . N .C.: thirl L'(·n <J1c111d 

children : Len w eal·91<mdchild1 e11 : O IW siste1-i11 -law. M1 ..,. Sl·1~1 1i1 · 

McDona ld o f Fayelleville. N.C.; o ne b1 o th e1-in -law , William I .dwc1111.., 

o l Ro-;ebo 10 . N .C. : othe1 1elativ"" c11 11 I llldn y fri end ><. 

11i;.., ;.., '"·'' CO/ll/lld/ 11 //lfl'/I/ . "'"' ,,, . ""'" ll/11 ' ' "'" ''" '' · " ' I 
/i.i1 •1· /01 •1·.t 1/01/. 

. l o !i11 l'• : I .' 

- The Order Of Service -

I HE PREU..ID E. .. ........... . I lw 01 !Jdlli '> I 

n -t l:. PROCESSIONAL 

rH E HYMN OF PRAISE . . .. I /\111 //1i1w ( i/1 / n11/ ....... T lw Choir 

fl-IE SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS AND l'RA YI· r~ 
(Accompdnied by Oi !Jdn Mu..,i t) 

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMEN I S AND l~LSOLU I IONS 

I HE HYMN OF PREPAl~A llON .. 011 l .w.t I A111 V11111 C/1i/d .. I he Choir 

!"HE EULOGY ... . . ... ..... . . . Pl'1 cy H iqh 

lHE HYMN OF ASSUF~ANU:: . 0 /1 I W.i11/ I n .'X·1· I li111 .. . Th e Choi1 

THE l~ECESS IONAL 

THf. POSTLUDE . .. . ... . ............. ... ..... . 

l11t1 ·11rn ·11t 

Gl1 ·n1wil'W Me111u1 idl 1' <11 k 

Apl'X 1 li !JhWdy 
Du1 hc1m . No1 th C 11 o li11.i 

I he 01 <Jdnist 

. lll< IVll<S IN II II 1•1mu SSI! JN ,., I A.., , "lliN CJN Ill Al lll t;t II s I 01 ~ SAii I y 



Bert Ch oa l C' 
J o hnny Cobb 

S teven Co bh 
Von Cohb 

Floral Bearers 

1<. i 11 q d o 111 S<·1· l«·1.., [li b I<' CIJ '" 

Honorary Floral Bearers 

Pallbearers (Grandsons) 

Cl 11u<i<' Coh h . Ill 
A lp hon 'io M a llww-;0 11 

Go1d o n Mal hc w <; o 11 

Dav id Wi fJ<J ill 'i. Il l 

Honorary Pallbearers 

r.L.. Rnwla n d 8ib lC' C l as~ 

Wi ll ia m Cociwc ll 
Loui -; Ju-;t icc· 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
7/ w /-A/\ 111 Y 111.1/1·/ 11/f.11 "' h11ow/1 ·d<J<'' <1 11 c/ cl<·r·1•l.11 "I '· 

1•11·1"i.1f <''-> Iii<' 111 d ll .' / .if"/s n/ hi11 t!11 1·'->s , /1< J1 111 1 l/i C'111 c/11rin11 l/ w i1 

/10111 n/ ·' " " " '"· M.iu Cine / /i f<· .,.., Vo 11 .' 

A 11c111qc 'n H·n h 
by 

F is he r Fun e ra l Pa rlor , Inc . 
r: l ll"l l 'f<J I S(' I Vin• L.ic <' ll 'iC'l''i 
3 I l7 l · ,iy<' ll c·vi ll L• S l l<'<'i 
f1 11r li c1 111 . Nu1 1'1 C 11 o l i11 <1 

S i 11 1 ., , I <JG l 

SERVICE IN MEMORY 
of 

Mrs. Veora Durham Cobb 
September 22, 1897 - January 30 , 1985 

* * * * * 
Mount Vernon Baptist Church 

1007 South Roxboro Street 
Durham , North Caro lina 

* * * * * 
Sunday, February 3, 1985 

l :OO P.M. 

T/ w RC'i 'C'l"<' /l c/ Dr. /'<'icy L. /-/iy /1. Pcl.'i /o r . 0 /(ic iafinq 



COCKERHAM 
The funeral for Mr. Troy Lee 

Cockerham, Sr., of 700 ,North 
Mangum Street, Apt. 4G, who 

COCKERHAM 

departed 
this life on 
June 13, 
1997, will 
be con­
ducted at 1 
p. m . 
Wednesday 
at More­
head Av­
enue Baptist 
Church. 

Visitation 
will be at More/:Jead Avenue· 
Baptist Church Tuesday evening 
from 7 to 8. At other times, the 
family will receive. friends at the 
home of his daughter, Mrs. Etta 
C. Harris, 825 Delray Street. 

He is survived by his former. 
wife, Sadie Philpot Cockerham; 
l daughter, Etta C. Hartis; 3 
sons, Troy, Jr., James; and Jesse; 
3 daughters-in-law; 14 grand­
children; 4 great-grandchildren; 
5 brothers; 3 sisters; 4 uncles; 3 
aunts; several nephews and 
nieces; and a host of loving rela­
tives and friends. 



F 

ACTIVE FLORAL BEARERS 

COLLEGE Vrnw DISTllICT 

HONORARY FLORAL BEARERS 

DEACONESS BOARD 

MINISTER'S WIVES 

ADULT MISSION CIRCLE 

ACTIVE PALLBEARERS 

MOORE-KENNEDY BIBLE CLASS 

HONORARY PALLilEARERS 

DEACON BOARD 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The FAM I LY appreciates your excellent friendship during 

he life of thei.r dead one, and they gratefully acknowledge your 

riany acts of kindness at tile departure of their devoted husband, 

lther, brother, relative and friend. 

ARRANGF.MJ:NT8 

BY 

FISHER FUNERAL PARLOR 
LlC>:Nsr.o FuNr.nAL D1nr.cTons 

3137 FAYETTF.VILLE STREET 

DURllAM, NORTll CAROLINA 

Service Printing Compan11, Durham, H. C. 

I 

I 
A Service of JVorshiJJ of The Almighty God 

For 

THE REVEREND JESSE HARVEY COFIELD 

Wednesday, March 2, 1977 

2:30 P.M. 

White Roch Baptist Church 
3400 Fayetteville Street 
Durham, North Carolina 

THE REVEREND LORENZO A. LYNCH, Pastor 



.. . .. . OBITUARY :-; 

THE REVEREND JESSE HARVEY COFIELD, son of the late Willie 
and Belly Co!cild, was born in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, and 
:lcpnrled this life Friday, February 25, 1977 at his home. 

lie wns joined in Holy Matrimony lo Florence Hawkins, who pre­
~eded him In dealh. He was later joined in Holy Matrimony to Wave­
lene P. Edwards. 

He allcndcd lhe Public Schools of Nash County and was graduated 
[rom Brick lnslilule. He received lhe Bachelor of Science Degree in 
~lnlhcmalics and Science from Norlh Carolina Central University and 
Lhe Bachelor of Divinity Degree from Shaw University. His additional 
lrnining Included several National Science Foundation Institutes and 
Special Guidance Training at Saint Augustine's College and North Caro­
lina Slale University, respectively. 

A dedicated and loyal member of White Rock Baptist Church, the 
:lcccased nssistcd in the church's ministry for many years. His devoted 
religious services at White Rock included Sunday School Teacher, mem­
ber of the College View District and the Moore-Kennedy Bible Class. 

Other community activities included memberships in the North 
:arolina Centrnl University Alumni Association and the Interdenomina­
lional Ministerial Alliance of Durham and Vicinity. He reflected tre­
mendous loyally ns Concession Manager at Hope Valley County Club 
for many years, Circulation Manager for THE CAROLINA TIMES, Inc­
~orpora lcd, AmWay Salesman, Mathematics and Science Instructor, 
Spaulding School and Southern Nash High School, Spring Hope, North 
:arolino, Dormitory Counselor at NCCU, Chaplain, Fisher Funeral 
Parlor and Teacher Aide, Hillside High School. He served as Pastor in 
:ioldston and Concord, North Carolina . 

The lnte Reverend Cofield constantly exhibited the capacity to gain 
rnd Influence friends in lhe various areas of life. 

He leaves to mourn their loss, his widow, Mrs. Wavelene P. Cofield; 
)ne daughter, Pnlcma L. Edwards; three sons, Conald G., Ronald A . and 
I-I. Darryl Edwards, all of the home; a step-mother, Mrs. Betty Cofield 
)f Tarboro, N. C.; five brothers, Thomas, Eddie and Fred Cofield of Tar­
boro, N. C., Roosevelt Cofield of Washington, D. C., and James Cofield of 
Brooklyn, N. Y .; five sisters, Mrs. Beatrice Taylor of Baltimore, Mary­
land, Mrs. Betty Smith of New York, N. Y., Mrs. Odell Higgs, Mrs. 
Helen Glass nnd Mrs. Hester Marie Knight, all of Tarboro, N . C.; three 
step-brothers, six step-sisters, and a host of nieces, nephews, relatives 
i111d friends. 

His Hf e is a beautiful memory 
His absence, our sorrows and urief, 
He sleeps in God's beautiful garden, 
In the s1rnshine of perfect peace. 
Sometimes it's hard to understand. 
Why some things have to be, 
B11t in his wisdoms God has planned, 
Beyond our power to see, 
Time takes away the edge of grief, 
But memory turns back every lear. 

-THE FAMILY 

:-- : ORDER OF SERVICE ·-. . ' 

THE REVEREND MILES MARK FISHER, IV, OFFICIATING 

ORGAN PRELUDE_ _______ __ __________ ________ _____________ , . ___ ,MR. JOHN H. GATTIS 

PROCESSIONAL 

HYMN-Come, Ye Disconsolate __ . ___ __________ ____________________ __ THE CHOIR 

SCRIPTURE_ _____ ___ __ ___ --·----- .. . .THE REVEREND T. ENOCH KEARNEY 
Spring Street United Presbyterian Church 

Wake Forest, N C. 

INVOCATION __ __ ____________________ ________ THE REVEREND LORENZO A. LYNCH 

HYMN-It Is Well___ ______ __ _______ _______ __ _____________ ___________ ____________ THE CHOIR 

TRIBUTE_ __ ____________________ ____________ __ ___ ___ ______ THE REVERl!:ND z. D. HARRIS 
Ministerial Alliance 

THE ACKNOWLEDGMENTS __ __________________ __ Mn. F. HowARD ALSTON 

SOLO-How Great Thou Art _____ ___________________ ____ MRs. ELLA BRITTON 

EULOGY ________ ____ _____ ___________ THE !REVEREND MILES MARK FISHER, IV 

RECESSIONAL 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

INTERMENT BEECHWOOD CEMETERY 

DRIVERS IN THE PROCESSION, PLEASE DRIVE WITH 
HEADLIGHTS ON FOR SAFETY. 



DURHAM MORN 

Carolina 

THE REV. JESSE H. COFIELD 
The Rev. Jesse Harvey Cofield 

1319 South Alston Ave. died Fri­
-Oay evening at ni.s home . . 

The funeral will be held Wed­
nesday at 2:30 p.m. at White 
iRock Baptist Church by the Rev. 
Miles Mark Fisher. Burial will 
be in Beechwood Cemetery. 
· Survivilllg ai' his· wife, Mrs. 

Wavelene P. Cofield; one daugh­
ter, Miss Palema L. Edwards; 
three son.5, Conald G. IDdwards, 
Ronald A. Edwards, and H. 
\Darryl 'Edwards, all of the 
!home; his stepmother, Mrs. 
Betty Cofield of Ta~boro; five 
brothers, Thomas Cofield, Fred 
Cofield and Eddie Cofield, all of 
Tar>boro, Roosevelt Cofield ·of 
Washington, D.C., and James 
Cofield of Brook!lyn, N.Y.; five 
:Sislters, MTs. Beatrice Taylor of 
Baltimore, Md., Mrs. Betty -

' Smith of New York, N.Y., and 
Mrs. Odell Higgs; Mrs. Helen 
Glass and Mrs. Hester Marie 
Knight, all of Tarboro; antl three ! 
stepbrothers and six stepsisters. 



OBITUARIES 

-- -~~ , JV.LI <'.J , J';l';I) 

WilCih ~oiieD. made a - ... ~ 
difference as a teacher 

SOLON - William A. Cohen 
enjoyed teaching 
so much that he 
turned down 
promotions to 
administrative 
positions several 
times. He even­
tually suc­
cumbed and was 
serving as assist­
ant principal at 
Lincoln Junior 
High School Cohen 
when he retired 
in 1984. 

"All he wanted was contact 
with children," his wife, Sandra, 
said. "It meant less money, but 
we were glad he did because so 
many people have come up to him 
as adults and told him he was re­
sponsible for them finishing 
school. " 

Mr. Cohen, 71, died June 24 at 
his home in Solon. He had cancer. 

He was born in Chester, S.C., 
where his father was a Methodist 
minister. Mr. Cohen graduated 
from A&T College in Greensboro, 
N.C., where he was an Army 
ROTC student during World War 
II. He was then sent to the Aleu­
tian Islands until the end of the 
war. 

Mr. Cohen came to Cleveland, 
but decided to take a higher-pay­
ing job with the Postal Service 
rather than teach. The urge to re­
turn to the classroom was too 
great, however, so he became a 
teacher at Addison Junior High 
School in 1957. 

Mr. Cohen earned master's de­
grees in biology and physics at .. 
John Carroll University and pur­
sued graduate studies in school -
administration while he was "" 
\Vorking. 

After he retired, Mr. Cohen 
completed a police training •· 
course at Case Western Reserve 
University and became an auxil-

. iary policeman in Solon. He said 
he enjoyed the work patrolling 
parks and· directing traffic in part 
because it did not entail carrying 
a weapon. 

. 
Mr. Cohen was a former presi- -

dent of the Tee-Offers and Grass­
hoppers golf clubs. He belonged 
ot the Knock-About-Gents social 
club and Alpha Phi Alpha frater­
nity. He was president of his con­
dominium association. 

Mr. Cohen is survived by his 
wife and a sister. 

A memorial service was held at 
Christ Episcopal Church. Ar­
rangements were handled by the 
E.F. Boyd & Son funeral home of 
Cleveland. 

--

----



WILLIAM A. "BILL" COHEN 

William A. Cohen, son of the late Rev. Arthur R. and Fonnie Cohen, died on 
June 24,1995 of cancer. William, born in Chester, SC, came to Oeveland 
upon completion of his rnili tary obligation and undergraduate work at N. C. 
A. & T. State University, and found working in the Post Office more viable 
than the school system. Being an educator and scholar, he entered the Oeve­
land Public School System and served the students at Addison Junior High 
School from 1957 until entering the administrative ranks, from which he 
retired in 1984. 

Having earned two Masters Degrees, in Biology and in Physics (through the 
MST Program at John Carroll University), he almost completed a third, in 
Administration and Supervision, after returning to school at Case Western 
Reserve University to complete course work for the Solon Auxiliary Police 
Department. In 1989 he became the first African-American to serve on the 
force. 

William was an avid golfer and fishennan. He loved traveling, bridge, and 
social and civic activities. He was fonner president of The Tee-Offers Golf 
Club,memberof theGrasshoppersGolfOub, The Knock-About-Gents, and 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. He was president of his condominium associa­
tion until his death. 

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Vera. He is survived by his wife 
Sandra, of Solon; sister Fletcher C0melius 9f Solon; aunt Mary E. Clark of 
Durham, NC; cousins, James (Ruth) Coh<>n of Washington, DC; (Ralph) & 
Nancy Fletcher of Detroit, MI; brother-in-law Reginald (Marcia) Perkins of 
Riverside, CA; and a host of cousins and loyal friends. 

The Family suggests donations be made to: 
The Hospice of the Western Reserve 

300 East 185th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

or 
North Carolina A fr. T State University 

1606 Salem Street 
Greensboro, NC 27411 

A Service 
in Thanksgiving 

for the Life of 

William A. Cohen 

Thursday, June 29, 1995 
11:00 a.m. 

C I-II-{,I S ,.-I, 

:B=PISCOPAI~ 

CI--ILJRCI-I 

The mission of Christ Church: 
To seek God 

To share Christ 
To serve others 

3445 Warrensville Center Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 441222 
G.16) 991 -3432 

-------------------------------------------------------------------' 



The Holy Eucharist 
in Thanksgiving for the Life of 

William A. Cohen 

The Burial of the Dead 

Opening Anthems in P.rocession (all stand) 

The Collect of the Day 
Book of Common Prayer, page 491 

page493 
The Lessons (please be seated) 

First Lesson: Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 46 
Second Lesson: Revelation 21:2-7 
Psalm 23 (King James Version) 
Gradual Hymn 662: "Abide with me: fast falls the eventide" 
Gospel: John14:1-6 

Tribute to a Friend 

page471 

page476 
Eventide 

Mr. Robert E. Lee 
Mrs. Izora Bagley 

The Homily The Reverend Kenneth W. Poppe 

The Apostles' Creed 

The Prayers 

The Peace 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended in heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

page497 

page 360 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Hymn 599: "Lift every voice and sing" (stanzas 1 and 3) 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A 

The Lord's Prayer 

Administration of Communion 

All are invited to receive communion at the Lord's table. 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Lift Every Voice 

page361 

page364 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with 
the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, 
and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this 
Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance 
in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the 
fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Blessing and Dismissal page 500 

Recessional Hymn 671: "Amazing grace! how sweet the sound" 

Postlude 
New Britain 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Officiant/Hornilist 
Celebrant 

Lectors/Chalice Bearers 
Organist 

Ushers 

Altar Guild 

Participants 

The Reverend Kenneth W. Poppe 
The Reverend Henrietta H. Grossoehme 
Carol Franklin and Margaret Walton 
Charles M. Carr 
Joan Bevington-Brown, Susan Blackwell, 
and Frank Moore 
Anne Elliott, Ann Robichaux, Mary Beeg, 
Molly Vanderhoof, Karol Jones, and 
Geraldine Shaw 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

At the conclusion of the service, the congregation is invited 
to greet members of the family in the Dowell Room. 




