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WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA,
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the 28tii Sag ot June, B. i 847 .

FOR THE PURPOSE OF

REVIVING AND RE-ORGANIZING THE

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER

OF THE

*

PRINTED AT THE CHRONICLE OFFICE:

WILMINGTON.

1847 .





PROCEEDINGS, &c

The Convention met in the Hall of St. John’s Lodge,

No. 1, Wilmington, on Monday, June 28th, A. D. 1847, at

10 o’clock, A. M., and organized by appointing M. E. Com-
panion Lewis Bond, President, and Companion Lewis C.

Pender, Secretary.

The credentials of the Delegates were then submitted,

and M. E; Companion
Alfred Martin, and

Companions P. W. Fanning, Alex’r. McRae, and
Thos. W. Brown, reported as regularly au-

thorized Delegates from Concord Chapter, No. 1, Wilming-
ton.

M. E. Companion Lewis Bond, and Companion Lewis
C. Pender, from Concord Chapter, No. 5, Tarboro’, and
Companions W. L. Long, F. S. Marshall, and Chas. N.

Webb, from Roanoke Chapter, No. 4, Halifax.
DELE GATES PRESE NT :

M. E. Companion Lewis Bond,
“ Alfred Martin,

Companions P. W. Fanning,'"

Thos. W. Brown,
Wm. L. Long,
F. S. Marshall,

Chas. N. Webb, and
Lewis C. Pender.

The following Preamble and Resolutions were offered

by Companion P. W. Fanning, and adopted:

Whereas, various and peculiar circumstances have caus-

ed a suspension of the regular convocations of the Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of the State of North Carolina for se-

veral years, the surviving Chapters of the State, for the

purpose of correcting any irregularities consequent upon
such suspension, have appointed Delegates, with full pow-
ers to revive and re-organize said Grand Royal Arch Chap-
ter; and said Delegates having now met in Convention,
and being duly organized, therefore

Resolved, That it is expedient to revive ^the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of the State of North Carolina, in accord-
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ance with the wishes of the surviving Chapters here repre-

sented; and
Resolvedfurther, That the President appoint a committee

of three, consisting of one delegate from each chapter here
represented, to revise and amend the Grand Royal Arch
Constitution ofthe State, making it conform in every partic-

ular to the existing Constitution of the General Grand Roy-
al Arch Chapter of the United States, and to prepare By-
Laws for the government of the said Grand Royal Arch
Chapter.

Whereupon, the President appointed M. E. Companion
A. Martin, of Concord Chapter, No. 1, Wilmington, Com-
panions Lewds C. Pender, of Concord Chapter, No. 5, Tar-
boro’, and Wm. L. Long, of Roanoke Chapter, No. 1, Hal-
ifax, to compose said committee, and on motion, the Presi-

dent was added to the committee. The following rules of

order were then adopted for the government ot this con-

vention;

1 . The President shall put all questions which are mov-
ed and seconded, decide all rules of order, and in case of

dissatisfaction, appeal may be had to a majority of the

House, and should there be a tie^ he shall then be entitled

to a casting vote.

2. All questions shall be decided by a majority, each del-

egation being entitled to three votes.

3. Any subject may be reconsidered, and upon motion

made and seconded, a majority concurring therewith.

On motion, the convention adjourned to meet again this

evening at 8 o’clock.

Monday Evening, 28th June, A. D. 1847.

The convention met pursuant to adjournment,
DELEGATES PRESENT:

M. E. Companion Lewis Bond,
“ A. Martin,

P. W. Fanning,
“ A. McRae,
“ T. W. Brown,
“ W. L. Long,



“ F. S. Marshall,
'

- Chas. N. Webb,
‘ Lewis C. Pender.

The convention was called to order; it was on motion

Resolved, That the President appoint an engrossing com-
mittee of three to prepare the proceedings of this convention

for publication, and that two hundred copies of the same be

printed.

The President appointed on that committee M. E. Com-
panion A. Martin, Companions P. W. Fanning and T. W
Brown.
The committee appointed to revise and amend the Con-

stitution and By-Laws of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter
of the State made their report, which, on motion, was re-

ceived; and the Constitution and By-laws reported by
them unanimously adopted.

The following resolution was offered and adopted:

Resolved, That the fees charged by the subordinate Chap-
ters in this State for the several degrees authorized by
their Charters, shall not be less than Twenty dollars, which
sum shall invariably be enclosed in the candidate’s petition

.

On motion, the convention proceeded to the election of

the Officers of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the

State, which resulted in the election of

M; E. Comp’n Alfred Martin, Grand H. P.

Companion Chas. N. Webb, Grand K.
“ A. P. Kepiton, Grand S.
“ Thos. W. Brown, Grand Treasurer.
“ Lewis C. Pender, Grand Secretary.

The convention adjourned until to-morrow morning, at

10 o’clock.

Tuesday Morning, June 29th, A. D. 1847.
The convention met pursuant to adjournment,

DELEGATES PRESENT:
M. E. Companion Lewis Bond,
M. E. Companion A. Martin,

Companion P. W. Fanning,
“ T. W. Brown,
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" Wra. L. Long,
C. N. Webb,

“ F. S. Marshall,
“ Lewis C. Pender.

The proceedings of the convention were read and approv-
ed.

On motion, the convention proceeded to the election of
the remaining three Officers, which resulted in the choice of

Comp’n Isaac Northrop, Deputy G. H. P.
Rev. Comp’n Thos. G. Lowe, G. Chaplain.

Comp’n J. T. Miller, G. Marshal.
The convention then adjourned until 3 o’clock this after-

noon.

Tuesday Evening, June 29th, A. D., 1847.

The convention met pursuant to adjournment.
DELEGATES PRESENT:

M. E. Companion I^ewis Bond,
“ “ A. Martin,

Companions P. W. Fanning,
T. W. Brown,
Wm. L. Long,
Chas. N. Webb,
F. S. Marshall,

Lewis C. Pender.
The proceedings of this morning being read and approv-

ed, the convention appointed Past H. P. P. W. Fanning
to install the Officers elect of the Grand Chapter, and then
took a recess of two hours for the purpose of opening the

Grand Chapter, and installing the Officers. After the in-

stallation, the convention met agreeably to adjournment.

The following resolution was offered and adopted.

Resoloed, That the thanks of this convention be and they

are hereby tendered to the President and secretary, for the

very able and satisfactory manner in which they have dis-

charged the duties of their respective offices.

The convention having finished all the business brought

before it, and fulfilled all the duties of its appointment, on

motion, adjourned, sine die.

LEWIS C. PENDER, Secretary.
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vv ii.Mir\(i'i-oN, N. C., June 29th, 1847, A. L., 6847.

The Grand Royal Arch Chapter, of the State of North

Carolina, convened in the Hall of St. John’s Lodge, No.

1, Wilmington, on Tuesday the 29th day June, A. D., 1847.

PRESENT:
M. E. Comp’n P. W. Fanning, G. H. P., P. T.

“ F. S. Marshall, G. K., P. T.
W. L. Long, G. S., P. T.

“ Lewis Bond, G. C. H., P. T.

Chas. N. Webb, G. P. S., P. T.
L Northrop, G. R. A. C., P. T.

A. Martin, G. M. 3d V., P. T.
“ A. P. Repiton, G. M. 2d V., P. T
“ T. W. Brown, G. M. 1st. V.. P. T.
‘‘ J. Banks, G. T.

The Grand Chapter being opened in solemn form, M.
E. Companion P. W. Fanning proceeded to install M. E.

Companion A. Martin, Grand High Priest, elect, who then
took the chair, and installed the following Grand Officers:

Companion I. Northrop, D. G. H. P.
“ Chas: N. Webb, G. K.
“ A. P. Repiton, G. S.
‘‘ T. W: Brown, G. T'
“ Lewis C. Pender, G. S.

Rev’d, “ Thos. G. Lowe, G; C. by proxy.
“ J.T. Miller, G. M.

The following Resolutions were offered and adopted:

Resolved, That the M. E. G. High Priest, on application,

be authorized to revive any dormant Chapter in this State,

provided that in his opinion the interest of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry will be thereby promoted, requiring from each Chap-
ter so revived the payment of the sum of Fifteen Dollars,

and that he be authorized to appoint a deputy to inquire

into the condition of dormant Chapters making such appli-

cation.

Resolved, That the M. E. G. High Priest, make inquiry,

and endeavor to get possession of the Furniture, Books, Pa-
pers, and Funds belonging to the Grand Chapter at the
time of its suspension; and that any expense that may be
thereby incurred, be paid out of the funds of this Grand
Chapter.

Resolved, That the Chapters subordinate to this Grand
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v^uapier, be required to pay over to the G. Treasurer the

amount of their Tax for onejmarm advance.
The Grand Chapter then called from labor to refresh-

ment until 8 o’clock, this evening, when it again called on,

and no further business being brought before it, it was then
closed, in solemn form.

LEWIS C. PENDER, G. Secretary.

THE

GRAND ROYAI. ARCH CONSTITUTION

FOR THE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

ARTICLE 1.

The Grand Chapter shall consist of a Grand High Priest,

Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe,

Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary, Grand Chaplain, and
Grand Marshal; and likewise of the High Priests, Kings,
and Scribes for the time being oi the subordinate Chapters
under this jurisdiction, and the Past Grand and Deputy
Grand High Priests, Kings, and Scribes of said Grand-
Chapter, and the said enumerated officers, or their proxies,

shall be the only members and voters in said Gi;and Chap.-

ter: provided, that in all cases where the number of votes

shall be equal, the Grand High Priest shall have two votes,

otherwise he shall have but one, and no Companion can
represent more than one Chapter at the same time, and no
proxy shall be recognized unless he be a member of the

Chapter he represents.

ARTICLE 2.

The Grand Chapter shall meet annually on the second

Monday in June, in the town of Wilmington, N. C., until

its convocation in June, A. D. 1851, at which time a con-

vention shall be called to determine as to the expediency of



continuing its convocations in that place, or holding them

at some place which may have become more central by the

establishment of subordinate Chapters in other parts of the

State. And the M. E. High Priest shall govern and pre-

side over this Grand Chapter when present, and in his ab-

sence, the Deputy Grand Pligh Priest, King or Scribe, shall

preside, taking precedence according to rank. The Grand

or Deputy Grand High Priest respectively may call special

meetings, to be holden at such time and place as they shall

severally think proper to appoint.

ARTICLE 3.

The Officers of the Grand Chapter shall be chosen by
ballot, at each annual convocation in June, amd in case the

regular convocation should, by any casualt}'’, not be held,

the Grand officers shall sustain their respective offices until

successors are duly elected and qualified

ARTICLE 4.

Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodge of

Mark Master Masons within this State, shall have a war-

rant ot Constitution from the Grand Chapter under the

seal thereof, and under the sign manual of its Grand or

Deputy Grand High Priest, King, and Scribe, and. attested

by its "Secretary, or Letters of Dispensation from the Grand
or Deputy Grand High Priest; and no Chapter or Lodge
shall be deemed legal without such warrant or Letters of

Dispensation. And the Grand or Deputy Grand High
Priests, severally, shall have power and authority, whenev-
er they shall deem it expedient, during the recess of the

Grand Chapter, to grant letters of Dispensation, under their

respective hands and private seals, to a competent number
of petitioners possessing the quffiifications required by the
9th section ofthe 2d article of the Grand Royal Arch Con-
stitution, empowering them to open a Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons, and Lodge of Most Excellent, Past and Mark
Master Masons, for a certain specified time. Provided, that

the said term of time shall not extend beyond the next sta-

ted meeting of the Grand Chapter, and provided further,
that the same fees as are hereinafter required for a warrant
of Constitution shall have been deposited with the Grand
Treasurer. And in all cases of such Dispensation, the of-

ficer granting the same, shall make report thereof tc :he
next stated meeting of the Grand Chapter, when the Grand



Chapter may either continue or recall such Dispensation;

or grant the petitioners a warrant of Constitution, in which
latter event, the fees first deposited shall he credited in pay-
ment of the same. But if a warrant shall not be granted,

nor the Dispensation continued, the said fees shall be re-

funded to the petitioners, except such part thereof as shall

liave been actually expended by reason of their application.

ARTICLE 5.

Upon every application for a warrant or Charter from
this Grand Chapter, to constitute a new Chapter, there

shall be advanced and paid to the Grand Treasurer, the

sum of Fifty Dollars before said warrant or charter shall be
issued, whereof the Grand Secretary shall receive Ten Dol-

lars by way of compensation for furnishing parchment for

said Charter or Warrant, and having the same elegantly

printed.

ARTICLE 6.

The several subordinate Chapters in this State, shall each

pay to this Grand Chapter the sum of Fifteen Dollars an-

ARTICLE 7.

N'O Warrant for the institution of a new Chapter of Roy-
al Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the petition

of nine regular Royal Arch Masons; which petition shall

be accompanied by a certificate from the Chapter nearest

the place where the new Chapter is intended to be opened,

vouching for the moral character of the petitioners, and re-

commending to the Grand Chapter to grant their prayer.

ARTICLE 8.

The Grand Secretary of this Chapter shall make an an-

nual communication to each of the Grand Secretaries of the

several Grand Chapters working under the authority of the

Genera] Grand Chapter of the United States; and also the

General Grand Secretary, containing a list of the Grand
officers, and all such other matters as may be deemed ne-

cessary or useful, for the mutual information of said Grand
Chapters. And the said Grand Secratary shall also regu-

larly transmit to the G eneral Grand Secretary a copy ofthe

Bydaws and regulations of this Grand Chapter, with the

amendments thereto.
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ARTICLE 5.

The Secretaries of the several subordinate Chapters and

Jjodges shall make report to the Grand Chapter at its an-

nual meeting, of all such advancements, exaltations, sus-

pensions, expulsions, deaths, or resignations, as may have

taken place in his Chapter during the year, and shall at the

same time transmit the annual dues, with a list of officers

and members.
ARTICLE 10.

No subordinate Chapter shall confer any degree but up-

on application made in writing filed at a regular communi-

cation, unless in cases of emergency, so deemed by a ma-

jority of the members present; and upon ballot, if two

black balls appear upon two trials, the prayer of the peti-

tioner is rejected. Should only one black ball appear and

no satisfactory reasons be given to the Chapter, the degrees

shall be conferred and the candidate become a member
thereof upon signing the By-laws.

ARTICLE 11.

Any member of a subordinate Chapter dissatisfied with a

decision thereof, may appeal to the Grand Chapter, and

it shall be the duty of the Secretary of such Chapter to

transmit to the Grand Chapter at its next convocation, an

official statement of the proceedings had thereon, counter-

signed by the High Priest or presiding officer.

ARTICLE 12.

No officer of this Grand Chapter shall hold an office in

any subordinate Chapter, working under the jurisdiction of

the Grand Chapter.

ARTICLE 13.

Whenever there shall be a dissolution of any ofthe Chap-
ters under this jurisdiction, or whenever any such Chapter
shall incur a forfeiture of its charter; in either of those ca-

ses the funds and furniture at that time belonging to such
Chapter, shall become, and they are hereby declared to be
the property of this Grand Chapter; and the Grand offi-

cers, or any one of them may demand, recover and take

possession thereof for the benefit of the Grand Chapter.
ARTICLE 14.

This Grand Chapter shall have power from time to time
to pass all such By-laws resolutions and edicts, and do all



other matters and tilings tor tlie govermneiit of itselt and

the general good of Masonry as may be deemed expedient.

ARTICLE 15.

This constitution may be altered or amended at any con-

vention called by a majority of the subordinate Chapters

working under this jurisdiction, with the approbation of

two-thirds of the voters present, and not otherwise.

OF THE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

ARTICLE 1.

It shall be the duty of the several officers of the Grand
Chapter to attend the stated meetings thereof, either in per-

son or by proxy.

ARTICLE 2.

The Grand High Priest, or in his absence, the senior

officer present, shall take the chair precisely at the hour to

which the Grand Chapter stands adjourned, and shall im-

mediately upon the appearance of a quorum, open the

Grand Chapter in due form.

ARTICLE 3.

At every sitting of each annual convention of the Grand
Chapter, the mdnutes of the preceding sitting shall be read^

and if requisite, corrected.

ARTICLE 4.

It shall be the duty of the presiding officer at all times

to preserve order, and to endeavor to conduct all business

before the Grand Chapter, to a speedy and proper result.
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ARTICLE

The presiding officer may speak to points of order in pre-

ference to other members, and shall decide all questions of

order, subject to an appeal to the Grand Chapter by any
member seconded.

ARTICLE 6.

Business left unfinished at the last sitting is ordinarily to

be taken up first.

ARTICLE 7.

A motion made, must be seconded and afterwards re^

peated by the presiding officer, or read aloud before it is de-

bated; and every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the

presiding officer or any member require it.

ARTICLE 8.

Any member who shall have made a motion may with-

draw it with the consent of his second, before any debate has
taken place thereon, but not afterwards without the permis-
sion of the Grand Chapter.

ARTICLE 9.

On questions of order, postponement or commitment, no
member shall speak more than once; on all other questions,

except adjournment, on which no discussion will be allow-

ed, each member may speak twice but not oftener, without
the express permission of the Grand Chapter.

ARTICLE 10.

When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re-

ceived, except to amend it, to commit it, to postpone it, or

lay it on the table.

ARTICLE 11.

An amendment may be made on any motion, and shall

be decided before the original motion.

ARTICLE 12.

If amotion under debate contain several parts, any mem-
ber seconded, may have it divided, and a question taken on
each part.

ARTICLE 13.

A question shall not be again called up or re-considered
at the same meeting of the Grand Chapter at which it has
been decided except by the consent of two-thirds of the
members present, and unless the motion to reconsider be
made by a member who voted with the majority.
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ARTICLE 14.

Every member when speaking shall rise and respectfully

address the chair, and shall treat his fellow-members with
decorum and respect.

ARTICLE 15.

N.o speaker shall be interrupted unless he be out of or-

der, or for the purpose of correcting mistakes or misrepre-

sentations.

ARTICLE 1'6.

If more than one member rise to speak at the same time,

the presiding officer shall decide which shall first be heard.

ARTICLE 17.

If any member act in any resjiect in a disorderly man-
ner, it shall be the privilege of any member, and the duty
of the presiding officer, to call him to order.

ARTICLE 18.

If any memher consider himself aggrieved by the de-
cision of the Grand High Priest or other officer presiding

for the time being, it .shall be his privilege to appeal to the

Grand Chapter, and the question on such decision shall be^

taken without debate.

ARTICLE 19.

All committes shall be appointed by the presiding offi-

cer for the time being, except when otherwise directed by
the Grand Chapter.

A;RTICLE 20.

The person first named on any committee shall be con-

sidered the chairman thereof, whose duty it shall be to con-

vene the committee, and in case of his absence or inability

to act, the second named member shall take his place and
perform his duties.

ARTICLE 21.

The yeas and nays shall not be recorded unless it be re-

quired by one-third of the members present.

ARTICLE 22.

No member shall retire from the room while the Grand
Chapter is sitting without the permission of the presiding

officer, nor return home without the consent of the Grand

Chapter.

ARTICLE 23.

Visiting companions shall not vote on any question or



petition before the Grand Chapter, but rnaj be heard
debate, with the consent of a majority of the members pre-

sent.

ARTICLE 24.

The Grand High Priest, or in case of his death or resig-

nation, the Deputy Grand High Priest, shall be authorized
at all times to draw upon the Grand Treasurer for any sums
of money that shall be necessary to defray the expenses
which may be incurred by the Grand Chapter.

ARTICLE 25.

The Grand Treasurer shall deliver to the Standinof com-
mittee, immediately preceding the annual election of offi-

cers, a statement of all accounts, and of the funds of the

Grand Chapter, and also of all delinquencies.

ARTICLE 26.

All subjects on which questions ane to be taken (except

such as are especially provided for) shall be decided by a
majority, and in case of an equal number of votes, the mo-
tion, question or resolution shall be considered as lost.

ARTICLE 27.

Tne Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand
High Priest, Grand King, and Grand Scribe, shall form a
Standing committee, any two of whom may act, whose duty
it shall be to adjust all claims against the Grand Chapter, to

examine the Treasurer’s Books and accounts annually, and
at every election of officers to report to the Grand Chapter
the state ofthe funds; to which committee all applications for

charity shall be referred; and for that purpose the said com-
mittee shall have authority to draw on the Grand Treasurer.

ARTICLE 28.

The members of the Grand Chapter shall at every meet-
ing appear in Royal Arch sashes and aprons.

ARTICLE 29.

Those persons officiating as Grand Tyler and Grand
Steward shall receive One Dollar each for every sitting of

the Grand Chapter.

ARTICLE 30.

The Grand Secretary, in addition to the duties prescrib-

ed in the 9th article of the constitution of this Grand Chap-
ter, shall transmit to each member, annually, a copy of the
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proceedings, for which service he shall receive the sum of

Ten Dollars per annnm.
ARTICLE 31.

The By-laws shall be read at the commencement of every

meeting. •
O

ARTICLE 32.

There shall be no alteration or amendment to these By-
laws, except with the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present at an annual meeting.

,/\n act to iricorrrporate ‘‘ Tlie Grand Roj'|ftl Arch phaplcr of iSorth

Carolina.'^ >*:

'•

Be it enacted by the General Jhseinbly oj the State of
North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of
the, same, That the officers and members which at present

are, or hereafter may compose the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

of North Carolina, are hereby constituted, and declared to be a

body politic, by the name and style of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of North Carolina

; and by that name shall have per-

petual succession and a common seal, and may sue and be

sued, plead and be impleaded, acqltire and hold, alien and
transfer property, and pass aU such rules, regulations and by-

laws as shall net be inconsistent with the constitution and^ laws

of this State. f
^^

Read three times and ratified in General As- ) -n ’

. j fT r-. : aL'V-* .

sembly, this 10th day of January, 1S23

/^
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PROCEEDINGS OF

The second Annual Convocation of the M. E. Grand Royal

Arch Chapter of North Carolina^ begun and held in the

Hall of St. John's Lodge No. 1, in Wilmington on Monday
the 12th day of June., A. L. 5848, R. A. M. 2378.

PRESENT

;

M. E. Alfred Martin,

M. E. Isaac Northrop,

M. E. Lewis Bond,
“ A. P. Repiton,

“ T. W. Brown,
“ Lewis C. Pender,

“ D. McMillan,

“ Wm. G. Hill,

“ L. R. Loftin,

“ G.W. Wallace,
‘‘ R. G. Rankin,
“ P. W. Fanning,
“ T. Burr, Jr.,

G. H. Priest,

D. G. H. P.,

G. K., p. t.

G. S.,

G. T.

G. S.

G. M., p. t.

G. C. H., p. t.

G. P. S., p. t.

G. R. A. C., p. t.

G. M. 3 Veil, p. t.

“ “ 2 “ p. t.

“ “ 1 “ p. t:

“ Thos. Marshall, “ T., p. t.

And the Representatives from the following Subordinate

Chapters.

Concord Chapter No. 1, P. W. Fanning, R. G. Rankin, andWm.
W. Harriss,

Concord Chapter No. 5, Lewis Bond,

Raleigh Chapter No. 10, Wm. G. Hill,

Union Chapter No. 17, Under Dispensation, L. R. Loftin, and

G. W. Wallace.



The Grand Chapter was then opened in solemn form.

Visiters.—Companions J. A. Taylor, S. Teller, E. Wolf

H. Royal, G. Pollock, and T. Burr, Jr.

The followine; standinsr Committees were then appointed by

the M. E. G. H. P.

On Credentials.—Companions Hill, and Bond.

On Accounts.—Companions McMillan, and Rankin.

On Returnsfrom Subordinate Chapters.—Companions Fan-

ning, Rankin and Hill.

On Foreign Communications.—Corns. Fanning, Rankin,

and Hill.

On Dispensations.—Com. McMillan, Fanning and Rankin.

On Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters.—Com. Fanning,

and Harriss.

The Grand Chapter, was then called off until 3 P. M.

Three o'clock., P. M.
The M. E. Grand Chapter resumed labor. Com. Hill, from

the Committee on Credentials, made the following Report

:

The Committee appointed to examine the Credentials of Del-

egates, have performed that dut)^, and beg leave to report, that

the Credentials from the following Chapters, were examined

and found correct.

Delegates.

From Concord Chapter No. 1, Wilmington, Corns. P. W.
Fanning, R. G. Rankin, W. W. Flarriss. Concord Chapter No. 5,

Tarboro, Com. Lewis Bond. Raleigh Chapter No. 10, Raleigh,

Com. Wm. G. Hill.

Respectfullv submitted.

WAi. G. Hill, Chairman.

Com. Fanning, moved, that the reading of the By-Laws be

dispensed with—each member being in possession of a copy,

which was unanimously adopted.



The M. E. H. Priest suhmiUed the following Annual

Report

:

To the M. E. G. Chapter of North Carolina,

Companions,

It is with no ordinary emotions of pleasure, that 1 find

myself permitted to greet you on this occasion.

Twelve months have not yet passed away, since a small num-

ber of Companions assembled in this Hall, and their zeal for the

interest and prosperity of the Order, was then manifested in a

determination to devote every energy of mind and body to the

great work of re-building the Temple of Royal xirch Masonry in

the State of North Carolina. And like the remnant of the tribes

of Israel on their return from Baliylon
;
though they might weep

over the dessolation that sat brooding upon the broken altars of

their beloved Institution, were nevertheless resolved that the

object of their fondest hopes should yet be accomplished. And I

am truly happy to find its foundation at least, so nearly completed,

as to inspire us with a reasonable hope that ere long the diffusive

influence of its pure and sublime principals may reach the

utmost bounds of our State.

Though our numbers are yet insignificant, I trust to find zeal

and ability sufficient to prosecute to its final completion the

great work so happily begun.

In the discharge of the duties of my office 1 have had occasion

to rejoice at the general anxiety expressed from all quarters to

establish new Chapters, or revive those whose labors have been

so long suspended
;
but the great difficulty seems to be the small

number of Companions, residing in any one district.

Many of the Chapters of this State suspended in 1833, and in

consequence of the removal by death, or otherwise, ofmost of their

members have not a sufficient number left to re-organize.

In compliance with a resolution of this body at its convocation in

June last. I have on application, revived Raleigh Chapter'No. 10,

at Raleigh, and Eureka Chapter No. 7, at Newbern. I have

also granted Dispensations for trvo new Chapters, one in Duplin

County, to be called Union Chapter No. 17, and the other in the

towm of Roxboro, Person County, to be called Gaston Chapter

No. 18.
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I’he Books, Papers and Seal, beiongiiig to the Grand Chapter

at the time of its suspension, I have received from Com. E. B.

Freeman, at Raleigh
;
in regard to its funds, I have been able to

learn nothing definite. A Communication, herewith submitted

No. 1, will give all the information I have been able to obtain on

that subject.

On the second of September last,' I forwarded to the Secretary

of the General Grand Chapter, a copy of the proceedings of our

Convention held here in June, with a request that he should lay

it Itefore that body at its next session for approval and confirma-

tion, and asking that ours might be admitted into the family of

Grand Chapters of which it was composed
;
and in December, I

received from that officer the printed proceedings, ofthe September

session held at Columbus Ohio, which are herewith submitted.

I find that the Committee to which our proceedings were referred

in their Report, recommend that we shall be recognized as a

Legal Grand Chapter, on certain conditions, which report being

adopted, it becomes necessary for us to comply with the require-

ments of those conditions, which are, that we shall amend the

4th, 5th, 10th and 14th, and strike out the 12th Articles of our

present Constitution.

Being one of the Com’tte that drew up that Constitution, I would

state in regard to Article 4th, that it is an Article of the old Con-

stitution of this Grand Chapter, adopted by us with the intention

of striking out so much of it as contemplated the Chartering of

Mark Lodges, Independent of Chapters—but in preparing it for

the Press the whole Article was inadvertently inserted.

In apology for the admission of such of the other Articles as

conflict with the General Grand Constitution, I must plead the short

space of time allotted to the Com’tee to prepare and report that Con-

stitution, rendering it impossible for them to give it that careful

consideration that its importance demanded. And I would take

this occasion to endeavor to impress upon this Grand body, the

great, and I may say almost vital importance, of allowing Com-
mittees sufficient time; that they may devote to such subjects as are

referred to them, that careful deliberation and research, that should

characterise all our proceedings—for it must be remembered that

they are to be submitted to the scrutiny of the General Grand Chap-

ter, and Ave shall therefore take rank among our sister Grand Chap-
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ters according to tlie Masonic abilit)' that shall be displayed in

those proceedings.

I would recommend a revision of our Constitution, and that

the articles referred to be so amended as to conform to the require*

ments of the General Grand Constitution.

I tind nothing further in the proceedings of the General Grand

Chapter, that 1 deem it important I should bring particularly^ to

3muv attention.

[ have received the proceedings of but a very small number of

Grand Chapters, and fmd nothing in them requiring special

notice.

I have received a communication from Eureka Chapter No. 7.

Newbern, which I herewith submit, conveying the melancholy

intelligence of the death, within a few months past, of three of

their members. And also the removal from that Jurisdiction, of

their presiding officer, and one other member, by which their

number—barely a Constitutional one—is now reduced to four.

We may therefore expect no Representative from that Chapter.

I cannot submit this report, without expressing the hope, that

my inexperience in the duties of the honorable and important

station to which you were pleased to appoint me, will induce you

to cast the mantle of Masonic charity over any errors that I may
have committed in the discharge of those duties.

I trust that the Union and Harmony that shordd ever distinguish

us as Masons, may shed its influence over all the deliberations

of our present Convocation, and that we may be enabled here

to form a nuclus around which shall, ere long be gathered, the

brightest ornaments of our Institution. A. MARTIN.

On motion of Companion Fanning, it was unanimoush'

Resolved, That the very interesting Communication of our M. E. G. H. Priest, be

spread upon the Minutes, and printed with the proceedings.

That the M. E. G. H. P., submit the several subjects of his

Address to a Committee, or Committees to be appointed by the

Chair. Corns. Fanning, Hill and Rankin, were appointed said

Committee.
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Tile foilowing- Resolution of Com. Fanning was ofi'erecl and
adopted.

Resolved, That the M. E. G. H. P., be requested to Lecture on the several Chapter
Degrees, on some convenient occasion during the sitting of this Grand Chapter, and
that he call to his aid, such Companions as he may think proper to select.

The following Resolution was adopted,

Resoleed, That the Grand Chapter proceed to elect its Officers to-morrow afternoon
at four o’clock.

The Grand Chapter, then called off from lalior to Refresliment
until half past seven o’clock, P. M.

Half past Seven o’clock, P. M.
The Grand Cliapter resumed iahor. Com. D. McMillan, from

the Committee on Dispensations, made the following report,

which Avas received and adopted.

Report of Committee on. Dispensations and Charters.

The Committee to Avhom has been entrusted, the subject of

Dispensations and Charters beg leave to report

:

That they have before them a petition from the Companions of

Union Cliapter No. 17. Duplin County, to whom a Dispensation

AA'as granted in September last, asking (for reasons therein set

forth) that a Charter be granted them. Therefore your Com-
mittee Avould most respectfully recommend that a Charter he

granted by this M. E. Grand bod}^.

A Communication from Eureka Chapter No. 7, Newbern, has

also been placed in the hands of the Committee. Who, in view

of the unfortunate situation of said Chapter, occasioned by cir-

cumstances beyond their control, would recommend that further

time be alloAved for the re-organizatioiA of the same, so that regu-

lar reuirns be made at the next Annual Convocation, of this

Grand Chapter.

Also a Connnuirication from C. H. .Jordan, one of the applicants

for a Dispensation, for Gaston Chapter No. 18, Roxbor’o, Person

County, setting forth their inability to organize, and make re-

turns at the present Grand Convocation, OAving to the distance

that the Companion resides from each other. Your Committee
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Respectfully recommend that the Dispensation be continued in

force until the next Annual Convocation of this Graird Chapter.

All of which is most Respectfully Submitted,

D. McMillan, Chairman.

R. G. Rankin,

P. W. Fanning.

The Grand Chapter was then closed in solemn form to meet

again at 3 o’clock, to-morrow afternoon.

L. C. Pender, Grand Secretary.

Three o'clock, P. M.

The Grand Chapter convened pursuant to appointment.

PRESENT

:

M. E. Alfred Martin, G. H. Priest.

U u Louis Bond, G. K. p. t.

U ii R. G. Rankin, G. S. p. t.

ii ii T. W. Brown, G. T.
u Ci L. C. Pender, G. S.

u ii P. W. Fanning, G. M., p. t.

u ii W. G. Hill, G. C. H., p. t.

u a L. R. Loftin, G. P. S., p. t.

u ii G. W. Wallace, G. R. A. C., p. t.

u a W. W. Harriss, G. M. 3 Veil, p. t.

u a E. Wolfe, G. “ 2 “ p. t.

cc ii Henry Simpson, G. Ml “ p- 1.

u ii
J. Banks, G. T.

And thefollowing Representativesfrom Subordinate Chapters.

Concord No. 1, P. W. Fanning, R. G. Rankin, and W. W. Harriss.

Concord No. 5, Louis Bond.

Raleigh No. 10, W. G. Hill,

Union No. 17, Under Dispensation, L.R .Loftm, G. W. Wallace.

Visiters .—Companions E. Wolfe, Henry Simpson, S. Teller,

J. Griswold, J. Wright, T. Burr, Jr., and G. Pollock.
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The Grand Chapter, opened in solemnform and Resolved

itself into a Committee of the whole.

Companion A. Martin, in the Chair, for the purpose of electing

Officers for the ensuing year.

The Committee rose and reported the following Companions

duly elected:

M. E. Companion Alfred Martin, of Wilmington, G. H. P.
u u u P. W. Fanning, “ G. K.
u cc u E. L. Winslow, of Fayetteville, G. S.
u u u T. W. Brown, of Wilmington, G. T.
u u a

U Ci u

L. C. Pender, of Tarboro,

Rev. J. A. Shepard of Washing-

G. S.

ton County, G. Chaplain.
“ “ “ W. S. Baker, of Edgecombe, G. Marshal.

The M. E. G. H. Priest, appointed Com. W. G. Hill, ofRaleigh,

D. G. H. Priest, and Com. John Banks, of Wilmington, G. Tyler.

The following Resolution submitted by Companion Rankin,

was adopted,

Resolved, That the Installation of Officers of the Grand Chapter, take place to-

morrow at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Companion G. W.Wallace, asked and obtained leave of absence

for the balance of this session.

The Grand Chapter, then called off from labor to Refresh-

ment until half past seven o’clock, P. M.

Tuesday Evening Halfpast Seven dclock, P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

The Committee on the Address of the M. E. G. H. P., submit-

ed, through Companion Rankin, the following report, which was

received and adopted.

The Committee to whom was referred the Address of the M. E.

G. H. Priest, and accompanying documents, have had the same

under consideration, and beg leave to report

:



That the General Grand Chapter, in order to acknowledge us

as one of the family of Grand Chapters, has required an amend-

ment to the 4th, 5th, 10th, and 14th Articles of our Constitution,

and that the 12th Article should be strickin out.

With all due deference to the decision of the General Grand

Chapter, your Committee are of opinion, that it would

have been better for it to have sulfered the 12th article to

remain, believing that this Grand body is fully competent

to decide as to the propriety of her Officers, accepting office

in Subordinate Chapters. They however recommend that

a Convention of Delegates from the several Chapters, be held in

this Hall at 9 o’clock, this evening, for the purpose of amending

the Constitution, as required by the General Grand Chapter.

In regard to the funds belonging to the late Grand Chapter,

the Committee discover by reference to the report of a Committee

found in the proceedings of that body, in 1830, that $200 remained

in the hands of a former Treasurer, after deducting the sum of $187

paid by him to his successor. Your Committee recommend that

the M. E. G. H. Priest, prosecute his inquiries upon the subject.

Respectfully submitted

P. W. Panning, Chairman.

W. G. Hill,

R. G. Rankin.

Companion Fanning, from the Committee on returns of Sub-

ordinate Chapters, presented the following report, which was

received and adopted.

Report of the Committee on Returns.

The Committee on Returns beg leave to report, that Returns

from Concord Chapter No. 1, Concord Chapter No. 5, and
Raleigh Chapter No. 10, have been placed in their hands, ex-

amined, and in essentials, found correct, although not entirely

free from informalities—chargeable, doubtless to a want of explicit-

ness in that portion of the Grand Constitution bearing immedi-

ately upon this point. The Grand Constitution does not say that

the Returns must be attested by the Secretary, under the Seal of

the Chapter
;

neither that the grade of the members shall be

designated—an observance ofwhich, however, to your Committee,
seems proper and becoming.
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The Returns of Union Chapter No. 17, working under Dispen-

sation, have also been examined and found correct
;
excepting

that the Returns do not represent the Chapter as working under

Dispensation, and that C. P. H. is doubtless placed inadvertently

after the name of the Captain of the Host, instead of C. H.

By the above Returns, it appears, that during the last year,

Concord Chapter No. 1, has exalted eighty Raleigh No. 10, twen-

ty-one, and Union No. 17, tioenty-three—in sll, fifty-two exalta-

tions, and by only three Chapters.. How truly encouraging is

such an unprecedented increase of good and true Companions,

and how should it stimulate us all to persevere in “ so great and

so glorious an undertaking” as that in which we are engaged,

when there is so fair a prospect of bringing to light so many
precious Jewels that might otherwise remain forever buried

beneath the rubbish of forgetfulness, indifference or neglect

!

It is truly gratifying to your Committee to perceive that, in

the several Chapters referred to, there have been no expulsions, no

deaths, no resignations, but one rejection, and only one suspen-

sion—may they ever make such exhibits.

It is to be regretted that no Representatives appear from

Roanoke Chapter No. 4, Halifax, Phoenix Chapter No. 2, Fay-

etteville, nor from Zerubbabel Chapter No. 11, Edenton, and that

no Returns have been received from either of the above named
Chapters. It is recommended that the Grand Secretary, remind

the above Chapters to forward their dues at the earliest conve-

nience. Respectfully submitted

P. W. Fanning, Chairman.

On motion of Companion Rankin, it was

Resolved, That two hundred copies of the proceedings of this Grand Convocation
be printed.

Resolved, Tliat a Committee of two be appointed to Engross the proceedings of this

Grand Convocation, and superintend the printing thereof. Companions R. G. Rankin,
and D. McMillan, were appointed said Committee.

The Grand Chapter then called off for the purpose of holding

a Convention to amend the Constitution.



Wilmington, June \“ith, 1848.

The members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North

Carolina, together with the Delegates of the several Subordinate

Chapters, Represented at this Grand Convocation met in the Hall

of St. John’s Lodge No. 1.

PRESENT

:

R
(

Delegatesfrom Concord Chapter No. 1.

Lewis Bond, “ “ Concord “ No. 5.

W. G. Hill,
_

“ “ Raleigh “ No. 10.

L. R. Loftin,
} ^ TTjiinn “ Nn 1

7

G. W. Wallace.
^

Companion Lewis Bond was appointed President, and Com-
panion P. W. Panning, Secretary.

Companion R. G. Rankin submitted the following Resolution,

which was adopted.

Resolved, That in compliance with the requirements of the General Grand Chapter,

the 4th, 5th, 10th and 14th Articles of the constitution of the Grand R. A. Chapter

of North Carolina, be amended, and the 12th Article be stricken out.

Companion Rankin, then moved,
“ That the second Article be amended by substituting the first,

instead of the second Monday in June.”

That the 15th Article be so amended as to read. That this

Constitution may be altered or amended at any Annual Convo-
cation of the Grand Chapter of N. Carolina, with the approbation

of two-thirds of the voters present, and not otherwise. Which
were adopted, and the Convention adjourned sine dAe.

Lewis Bond, President.

P. W. Fanning, Secretary.

The Grand Chapter then resumed labor.

On motion of Companion Rankin, it was
Resolved, That the proceedings of this Convention be incorporated in, and published

with the proceedings of the Grand Chapter, together with the Constitution as
amended.

Companion W . G. Hill, asked and obtained leave of absence
for the balance of the Session.

No further business appearing, the Grand Chapter then closed

in solemn form, to meet again to-morrow, at 3 o’clock, P. M.
L. C. Pender, Grand Secretary.
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Wilmington, June l^th, 1848.

The Grand Chapter Convened pursuant to Appointment.

PRESENT

:

M. E. A. Martin, G. H. P.
U Lev.ds Bond, G. K., p. t.

U B. V. Kelly, G. Scribe, p. t.

T. W. Brown, G. T.
U L. C. Pender. G. S.

a P. W. Fanning, G. M., p. t.

u R. G. Rankin, G. C. H., p. t.

u L. R. Loftin, G. P. S., p. t.

a R. Maxwell, G. R. A. C., p. t.

u E. V/olfe, G. M. 3 V., p. t.

u John Wright, “ M. 2 V., p. t.

(.L

S. Teller, “ M. 1 V., p. t.

U John Banks, “ Tyler,

Representativesfrom Subordinate Chapters.

Concord No. 1, P. W. Fanning, R. G. Rankin. Concord No. 5,

Lewis Bond. Union No. 17, L. R. Loftin.

Visiters.—Companions E. V. Kelly, R. Maxwell, E. Wolfe,

S. Teller, J. Griswold, John Wright.

The Grand Chapter opened in solemnform and proceeded to

the Installation of Officers.

The Officers elected for the ensuing year, who were present,

were then duly installed, and those who were absent were install-

ed by Proxy.

Companion Rankin from the Committee on Accounts, submitted

the following Report, which was adopted.

The Committee on Accounts have had the duty assigned to

them under consideration, and beg leave to Report

;

That they have examined the Grand Secretary’s Books and

find them correctly and handsomely kept—that they have also

examined the accounts of the Grand Treasurer, and find them
correct, and proper Vouchers presented for all Disbursements,



The receipts of this Grand Chapter, for Dues for the past year,

have been, from Concord[ Chapter N 0. 1, $15 00

Concord Chapter No. 5, for dues, 15 00

Roanoke U No. 4,
u ii 15 00

Eureka u No. 17,
a reviving, 15 00

Raleigh c: No. 10,
u £i 15 00

a No. 10,
a dues. 15 00

Union u No. 17,
u Dispensation, 50 00

a iC u a u Dues for Exaltion

21 Companions, 42 00

$182 00

The Disbursements Amount to 68 60

Leaving a balance of $113 40

in the hands of the Grand Treasurer.

Phoenix Chapter No. 2. Zerubbabel Chapter No. 11, and

Eureka Chapter No. 7, are in arrears and indebted to this Grand

Chapter Fifteen Dollars each, for dues for the past year.

The Committee take great pleasure in acknowledgeing the

assistance, cheerfully rendered them, by the Grand Secretary and

Treasurer, and in finding them so well qualified for the important

stations they fill. Respectfully submitted.

D. McMillan.
R. G. Rankin,

On motion of Companion Fanning,

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to subscribe for Moore’s Free-

masons Magazine, published in Boston, and Moore’s Masonic Review, published in

Cincinnatti, for the use of this Grand Chapter.

The Grand Chapter then called off from labor to Refreshment

until half past seven o’clock, P. M.

Wednesday Evening^ Half jxist Seven o'clock, P. M.
The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Companion Rankin, submitted the following Resolution, which

was adopted.

Resolved, That a Committee of three, be appointed to investigate the case of Sus-

pension, Reported from Concord Chapter No. 1.
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Companions Rankin, Bond, and Loftin, were appointed said

Committee, who after investigating, submitted the following

Report, which was unanimously adopted.

The Committee appointed to investigate the case of Suspension

of Companion J. H. Mihnore, from Concord Chapter No. 1, for

an indilinite period, beg leave to Report :

That from the nature of the unmasonic conduct of Companion
Mihnore, known to two of the Committee, and from his Suspen-

sion, from all the rights of Masonry, by St. John’s Lodge No. 1,

after a fair and impartial trial, recommend that his Suspension

be confirmed by this Grand Chajiter.

Respectfully submitted.

R. G. Rankin, Chairman.

JjEwis Bond,

L. R. Loft IN.

Companion Fanning, from the Committee on proceedings of

Subordinate Chapters, submitted the following Report ;

Report of the Committee on Proceedings of Subordinate

Chapters.

The Committee on proceedings of Subordinate Chapters

Respectfully Report

:

That there appears to be no particular business claiming their

attention—no proceedings having come up for their examination.

It is proper to remark, that when. Chapters under Dispensation

apply for Charters, a transcript of their proceedings, together with

a copy of their By-Laws, should invariably accompany the

application. Respectfully submitted.

P. W. Fanning, Chairman.

Companion Fanning, from the Committee on Foreign Corres-

pondence submitted the following Report

:

Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence Respectfully Re-

port, that the only documents, properly coming before them, are

the Proceedings of the Grand Royal Arch Royal Chapters of In-

diana, Missouri, Tennessee, Virginia, and Mississippi, together with

the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter of the United

States, the last of which more particularly interests, this Grand
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Body at the present moment, inasmuch as our re-organization as

a Grand Chapter has been legally recognized and confirmed, and

we are admitted in full communion with our Sister Grand Chapters,

whom we fraternally embrace, and with whom we joyfully pro-

pose an interchange of all those courtesies which ever delight the

wise, the good, the benevolent, and those who would “ dwell

together in unity.”

The few proceedings before us indicate a healthy condition of

Royal Arch Masonry in the several sections from which they

emanate. Some subjects of exciting interest are warmly discussed,

but generally in a good spirit, although sometimes, we think,

exceptionable in this respect, complaints are urged, in some quar-

ters, against what is termed the unwarrantable action of the

General Grand Chapter in certain cases. The G. G. Chapter, like

all other institutions, is certainly liable to err, because, according

to Masonic acknowledgment :
“ Perfection is not to be found on

earth.” Were it otherwise, all difficulties might readily be healed

;

as it is, the remedy is at hand without resorting to severe invec-

tives, or provoking insinuations, which onlyengender bitter feelings

and widen the breach. No Grand Chapter can reasonably com-

plian so long as she exercises an influence and enjoys the privilege

of being heard in General Grand Council. There she can call for

redress of grievances—there she can be heard and felt—there be

secured in her constitutional rights. Your committee regret to

see the hostility manifested by the Grand Chapter of Virginia,

against the General Grand Chapter, to which we are bound to

acknowledge allegiance, and in whose integrity of purpose we
repose the most entire confidence. This animosity is not confined

alone to Yirgmia, but the infection is showing itself in other

quarters. One of the principal objects of a General Grand Chap-

ter is, undoubtedly, to establish a “uniform mode of work.” Now
if aU due diligence be not exercised in the accomplishment of

that purpose, as some contend, there is a grevious fault, in the

sin of which North Carolina will be equally implicated, should

she fail to put forth her whole energies to reform. In the opinion

of your committee, the General Grand Chapter erred m requiring,

inadvertantly, as we believe, as a condition to recognizing this

Grand Chapter, that she expunge the 12th article of her Consti-

3



tution, which reads thus: “No Officer of this Grand Chapter

shall hold an office in any subordinate Chapter, working under

the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter.” Notwithstanding this

view of the matter, this Grand Chapter will not liesitate to com-

ply with this requisition, as well as with others in this connexion

considered altogether unexceptionable. In the Masonic Family,

above all others, there should be no jarring—and all difficulties

should be settled upon the square. We contend for a Masonic

Head, and that Head must be respected. These are the senti-

ments of your committee, and of the Grand Body whose organ

they are. Arguments in abundance, in support of the position

here assumed, might be adduced, did the occasion require it.

The claim of jurisdiction over the degrees of Royal and Select

Master is becoming a subject of considerable controversy. Your
committee conceive that this question has been unequivocally

and properly settled by the General Grand Chapter—that is, the

Chapters within whose jurisdiction no Grand Council exists, are

authorized to assume control of the same.

Your committee are opposed, in the main, to the many divis-

ions and sulr-divisions of Masonic Jurisdiction, and are disposed,

generally, to favor the views entertained by the committee of

foreign communications of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi,

which are, that the Grand Master of Masons here, as in England,

should really be such as his title imports. From intercourse with

intelligent Masons, your committee are satisfied that the separa-

tion of the degrees of R. and S. Master from the Chapter, where

they unquestionably then, now and ever did belong, originated in a

matter of knavish speculation—hence the origin, too, of so many
spurious Degrees. Masonry is becoming gigantic, while her

mighty and benign influence is extending itself throughout the

habitable globe—let it then be guarded from pernicious infections,

and suffer no expansions beyond its legitimate proportions.

The Grand Chapter of Mississippi, complains of the General

Grand Chapter, granting a Charter to Carrollton Chapter work-

ing Avithin the former jurisdiction—the principle contended for

by the Mississippi Grand Chapter is certainly correct, and would

no doubt be sustained by every Grand Chapter on appeal.

By the action of the General Grand Chapter, it is required of

this Grand Chapter to amend certain Resolutions, in order that
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they might be made comformidable to the General Grand R. Arch

Constitution. As the Committee to whom the Grand H. Priest’s

address has been referred, will take that matter in charge, this

committee is relieved of that duty.

With the limited time allotted for a due examination of all

the subjects that should claim the attention of this committee,

this imperfect Report is

Respectfully submitted.

P. W. Fanning, Chairman.

Both of which were received and adopted.

Companion Rankin moved, that the sum of twenty dollars be

paid to the Grand Secretary for his services during the sitting of

this Grand Chapter.

Companion L. C. Pender submitted the following resolution,

Avhich was adopted

:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Grand Chapter be presented to St. John’s Lodge,

No. 1, and Concord Chapter, No. 1, for their polite attention, and the use oftheir Hall.

On motion of Companion L. R. Loftin, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due and are hereby tendered

to our Worthy M. E. G. H. Priest, A. Martin, for the able and efficient manner in

which he has presided during the present convention.

A lecture was then given by the M. E. G. H. Priest, in the

Royal Arch Degree, with the assistance of the companions pre-

sent.

No other business appearing, the Grand Chapter closed in

sQlemn form until the first Monday in June next.

L. C. Pender, Grand Secretary.
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Returns of Chapters working under the jurisdiction of this

Grand Chapter.

Concord Chapter, No. 1,—Wilmington.

Ojjicers

:

M. E. Dugald McMillan, High Priest.

“ Eli V. Kelly, King.

“ Wm. D. Smith, Scribe.

Comp. Talcott Burr, Jr. Secretary.

“ John A. Taylor, Treasurer.

u "Wm. Alva Burr, Captain of the Host.

“ Robert G. Rankin, Principal Sojourner.

“ Dugald A. Lament. Royal Arch Captain.

“ William W. Harriss, Master 3d Veil.

“ Benjamin G. Bates, “ 2nd Veil.

“ Robert Maxwell, “ 1st Veil.

“ John Banks, Janitor.

Members

Alfred Martin, Thomas Cowan,

Lewis H. Marsteller, Thomas D. Meares,

John Walker, Owen Fennell,

A. Paul Ripiton, Tho’s W. Brown,

Alexander McRae, Isaac Northrop,

P. W. Fanning, Geo: R. French,

C. B. Morris, Jno. S. James,

John Smith, J. R. Redman,

Treat F. Peck, 0. M. Chesnut,

A. B. Chesnut, S. Teller,

James T. Miller, William Murphy,

Stephen D. Wallace, D. E. Roberts,

Thomas Marshall, Thomas F. Gause,

Clayborn J. Oates, J. Wilkinson,

Elias Wolfe, Thomas J. Faison,
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Luther Wright, L. R. Loftin,

Samuel Loftin, Hardy E. Royal,

G. W. Wallace, Eli W. Hines,

Jno. F. Rhodes, D. B. Newton,

J. D. Powers.

Exaltations.

apanion John Christian, 22nd July, 1847.

“ Dugald A. Lamont; 22nd July, 1847.

“ William D. Smith, 18th October, 1847.

“ William W. Harriss, 13th October, 1848.

“ Joseph Wilkinson, 19th January, 1848.

“ William C. Parks, 19th January, 1848.

“ William Gloss, 19th January, 1848.

“ Elias Wolf, 7th February, 1848.

Suspended, one.

Expelled, None.

Phoenix, No. 2,—Fayetteville,—No Returns.

Concord Chapter, No. 5,—Tarboro.

Officers.

Louis Bond, High Priest.

Benjamin Batts, King.

Charles Mabry, Scribe.

Louis C. Pender, Secretary.

James Y. Jenkins, Treasurer.

William S. Baker, Captain of the Host.

William H. Hines, Principal Sojourner.

William Norfleet, Royal Arch Captain.

Solomon Pender, Grand Master, of3d Veil.

Simmons B. Staton, “ “ 2d “

John Williams, “ “ 1st “

Robert H. Pender, Tyler.

Members.

Benjamin M. Jackson, John Mooring,

Arthur K. Barlow, Bryant Bemiett,

William D. Bryan, Andrew E. Gill,
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James Wilkins, Jesse H. Drake,

William H. Smith, D. S. Crenshaw,

A. S. Mooring, John H. Drake.

Admitted, 0 ;
Advanced, 0

;
Exalted, 0

;
Suspended, 0

;

Expelled, 0
;

Dead, 0
;
Withdrawn, 0

;

Lewis Bond, High Priest.

L. C. Pender, Secretary.

Eureka Chapter, No. 7,—Newbern.—No Returns.

Raleigh Chapter, No. 10,—Raleigh.

List of Officers and Members of Raleigh Chapter, No. 10.

M. E. William G. Hill,

“ Theodore Patridge,

“ Dabny Coshy,

Comp. William H. Mead,
“ William D. Cooke,

“ Robert W. Seawell,

“ James T. Marriott,

? “ Joseph WaCtering,

“ John W. Cosby,

“ Wesley Hollister,

“ William Dallas Haywood,
“ Richard W. Ashton,

High Priest.

King.

Scribe.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

Royal Arch Captain.

Master 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Tyler.

Members:

Willie W. Johnson,

James G. Jeffreys,

J. J. Biggs,

Alston A. Jones,

William F. Collins,

Willie D. Jones,

Joseph

Charles H. Johnson,

Joseph T. Hunter,

Daniel B. Griffin,

William T. Bain,

C. W. D. Hutchings,

James D. Newsom,
'. Powell.

Exalted, 21
;
Suspended, 0; Expelled, 0; Rejected, 1.



Zerubbabel, No. 11,—Edenton,—No Returns.

Union Chapter, No. 17, Duplin.

Returnsfrom Union Chapter, No. 17. Duplin County, under
Dispensation.

Officers :

Luther R. Loftin, High Priest.

George W. Wallace, King.

Eli W. Hines, Scribe.

Samuel Loftin, Captain of the Host.

John F. Rhodes, Principal Sojourner.

Daniel B. Newton, Royal Arch Captain.

Claborn I. Oates, Master of 3d Veil.

James Griswold, “ 2d “

John Wright, “ 1st “

Daniel Bowden, Treasurer.

Albert R. Hicks, Secretary.

Henry Swinson, Tyler.

L. B. Loftin,

Members

:

G. W. Wallace,
E. W. Hines, S. Loftin,

J. F. Rhodes, D. B. Newton,
C. J. Oates, J. Griswold,

J. Wright, Joel Loftin,

W. F. Pollock, W. Hollowell,

D. Jones, J. K. Hill,

J. E. Beckton, J. M. McDuffy.
D. Glissan, B. Bowden,
D. Bowden, A. R. Hicks,

B. B. Allen, V. G. Harold,
J. J. Baker, H. Swinson,
Dr. J. G. Dickson, Dr. J. W. Blount,
C. D. Hill, L. S. Herring,
D. Wright, B. C. Bowden,
T. Winders, F. B. Millard.

Admitted, 2
;
Exalted, 23

;
Rejected, 1 ;

Suspended, 0
;

Ex-
pelled, 0

;
Dead, 0.

A. R. Hicks, Secretary

.

L. R. Loftin, High Priest.
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THE

siiftNJi igif&n liifTiiTiiniffiN

FOR THE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA:

As amended by a Convention held in Wilmington^ on the Vith

day of June^ A. D. 1848, Y. D. 2378.

Article 1. The Grand Chapter shall consist of a Grand High

Priest, Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe,

Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary, Grand Chaplain, and Grand

Marshal
;
and likewise of the High Priests, Kings, and Scribes

for the time being of the subordinate Chapters under this juris-

diction, and the Past Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests,

Kings and Scribes of said Grand Chapter, and the said enume-

rated officers, or their proxies, shall be the only members and

voters in said Grand Chapter : Provided, that in all cases where

the number of votes shall be equal, the Grand High Priest shall

have two votes, otherwise he shall have but one, and no Compan-

ion can represent more than one Chapter at the same time, and

no proxy shall be recognized unless he be a member of the

Chapter he represents.

Article 2. The Grand Chapter shall meet annually on the

first Monday in June, in the town of Wilmington, N. C., until its

convocation in June, A. D. 1851, at which time a convention shall

be called to determine as to the expediency of continuing its

convocations m that place, or holding them at some place which

may have become more central by the establishment of subordi-

nate Chapters in other parts of the State. And the M. E. High
Priest shall govern and preside over this Grand Chapter when
present, and in his absence, the Deputy Grand High Priest, King
or Scribe, shall preside, taking precedence according to rank.

The Grand or deputy Grand High Priest, respectively, may call

4
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special meetings, to be holden at such time and place as they

shall severally think proper to appoint.

Article 3. The Officers of the Grand Chapter shall bechosen

by ballot, at each annual convocation in June, and in case the

regular convocation should, by any casuality, not be held, the

Grand Officers shall sustain their respective offices until succes-

sors are duly elected and qualified.

Article 4. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, within this

State, shall have a warrant of Constitution from the Grand

Chapter under the seal thereof, and under the sign manuel of its

Grand or Deputy Grand High Priest, King and Scribe, and attes-

ted by its Secretary, or Letters of Dispensation from the Grand

or Deputy Grand High Priest
;
and no chapter shall be deemed

legal without such Warrant or Letters of Dispensation. And
the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests, severally, shall have

power and authority, whenever they shall deem it expedient,

during the recess of the Grand Chapter, to grant Letters of Dis-

pensation, under their respective hands and private seals, to a

competent number of petitioners possessing the qualifications

required by the 9th section of the 2d article of the Grand Royal

Arch Constitution, empowering them to open a Chapter of Royal

Arch Masons, and Lodge of Most Excellent, Past and Mark

Master Masons, for a certain specified time : Provided, that the

said term of time shall not extend'beyond the next stated me|^-

ing of the Grand Chapter: vcaA. provided further, that' the same

fees as are hereinafter required for a Warrant of Constitution

shall have been deposited with the Grand Treasurer. And in all

cases of such Dispensation, the officer granting the same, shall

make report thereof, to the next stated meeting of the Grand

Chapter, when the Grand Chapter may either continue or recall

such Dispensation
;
or grant the petitioners a Warrant of Consti-

tution, in which latter event, the fees first deposited shall be

credited in payment of the same. But if a warrant shall not be

granted, nor the Dispensation continued, the said fees shall be

refunded to the petitioners, except such part thereof as shall have

been actually expended by reason of their application.

Article 5. Upon every applic9,tion for a Warrant or Charter

from this Grand Chapter, to constitate a new Chapter, there shall
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be advanced and paid to the Grand Treasurer, the sum of ninety

dollars before said Warrant or Charter shall be issued, whereof

the Grand Secretary shall receive ten dollars by way of com-

pensation for furnishing parchment for said Charter or Warrant,

and having the same elegantly printed.

Article 6. The several subordinate Chapters in this State,

shall each pay to this Grand Chapter the sum of fifteen Dollars

annually.

Article 7. No Warrant for the institution of a new Chapter

of Royal Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the petition

of nine regular Royal Arch Masons
;
which petition shall be

accompanied by a certificate firom the Chapter nearest the place

where the new Chapter is intended to be opened, vouching for

the moral character of the petitioners, and recommending to the

Grand Chapter to grant their prayer.

Article 8. The Grand Secretary of this Chapter shall make
an annual communication to each of the Grand Secretaries of the

several Grand Chapters working under the authority of the Gen-

eral Grand Chapter of the United States
;
and also to the General

Grand Secretary, containing a list of the Grand OflUcers, and all

such other matters as may be deemed necessary or useful, for the

mutual information of said Grand Chapters. And the said

Grand Secretary shall also regularly transmit to the General

Grand Secretary a copy of the by-laws and regulations of this

Grand Chapter, with the amendments thereto.

Article 9. The Secretaries of the several subordinate Chap-

ters and Lodges shall make report to the Grand Chapter at its

annual meeting, of all such advancements, exaltations, suspen-

sions, expulsions, deaths, or resignations, as mayhave taken place in

his Chapter during the year, and shall at the same time trans-

mit the annual dues, with a list of officers and members.

Article 10. No subordinate Chapter shall confer any degree

but upon application made in writing filed at a regular communi-

cation, unless in cases of emergency, so deemed by a majority of

the members present
;
and the ballot must be unanimous to admit a

petitioner.
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Article 11. Any member of a subordinate Chapter dissatis-

fied with a decision thereof, may appeal to the Grand Chapter,

and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of such Chapter to

transmit to the Grand Chapter at its next Convocation, an offi-

cial statement of the proceedings had thereon, countersigned by

the High Priest or presiding officer.

Article 12. Whenever there shall be a dissolution of any of

the Chapters under this jurisdiction, or whenever any such Chap-

ter shall incur a forfeiture of its charter
;
in either of those cases

the funds and furniture at that time belonging to such Chapter,

shall become, and they are hereby declared to be the property of

this Grand Chapter
;
and the Grand officers or any one of them

may demand, recover and take possession thereof for the benefit

of the Grand Chapter.

Article 13. This Grand Chapter shall have power from time

to time to pass all such By-Laws Resolutions and Edicts, and do

all other matters and things for the government of itself and the

general good of Masonry as may be deemed expedient
;
not in-

consistent with the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter.

Article 14. This Constitution may be altered or amended at

any annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter, with approbation

of two-thirds of the voters present, and not otherwise.



BY-LAWS
OF THE

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER,
OF THE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Article 1. It shall be the duty of the several officers of the

Grand Chapter to attend the stated meetings thereof, either in

person or by proxy.

Article 2. The Grand High Priest, or in his absence, the

senior officer present, shall take the chair precisely at the hour

to which the Grand Chapter stands adjourned, and shall imme-

diately upon the appearance of a quorum, open the Grand Chap-

ter in due form.

Article 3. At every sitting of each annual convention of the

Grand Chapter, the minutes of the preceeding sitting shall be

read, and if requisite, corrected.

Article 4 It shall be the duty of the presiding officer at all

times to preserve order, and to endeavor to conduct all business

before the Grand Chapter, to a speedy and proper result.

Article 5. The presiding officer may speak to points of order

in preference to other members, and shall decide all questions of

order, subject to an appeal to the Grand Chapter by any member
seconded.

Article 6. Business left unfinished at the last sitting, is ordi-

narily to be taken up first.

Article 7. A motion made, must be seconded and afterwards

repeated by the presiding officer, or read aloud before it is debated

;

and every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the presiding

officer or any member require it.
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Article 8. Any member who shall have made a motion may
withdraw it with the consent of his second, before any debate has

taken place thereon, but not afterwards without the permission

of the Grand Chapter.

Article 9. On questions of order, postponement or commit-

ment, no member shall speak more than once
;
on all other ques-

tions, except adjournment, on which no discussion will be allow-

ed, each member may speak twice but not oftener, without the

express permission of the Grand Chapter.

Article 10. When a question is under debate, no motion

shall be received, except to amend it, to commit it, to postpone

it, or lay it on the table.

Article 11. An amendment may be made on any motion,

and shall be decided before the original motion.

Article 12. If a motion under debate contain several parts,

any member seconded, may have it divided, and a question

taken on each part.

Article 13. A question shall not be again called up or re-

considered at the same meeting of the Grand Chapter at which

it has been decided except by the consent of two-thirds of the

members present, and unless the motion to re-consider, be made
by a member who voted with the majority.

Article 14. Every member when speaking shall rise and

respectfully address the chair, and shall treat his fellow rilembers

with decorum and respect.

Article 15. No speaker shall be interrupted unless he be out

of order, or for the purpose of correcting mistakes or misrep-

resentations.

Article 16. If more than one member rise to speak at the

same time, the presiding officer shall decide which shall first be

heard.

Article 17. If any member act in any respect in a disorderly

manner, it shall be the privilege of any member, and the duty of

the presiding officer, to call him to order.
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Article 18. If any member consider himself aggrieved by the

decision of the Grand High Priest or other officer presiding for

the time being, it shall be his privilege to appeal to the Grand

Chapter, and the question on such decision shall be taken without

debate.

Article 19. All committees shall be appointed by the presi-

ding officer for the time being, except when otherwise directed by

the Grand Chapter.

Article 20. The person first named on any committee shall

be considered the Chairman thereof, whose duty it shall be to

convene the committee, and in case of his absence or inability to

act, the second named member shall take his place and perform

his duties.

Article 21. The yeas and nays shall not be recorded imless

it be required by one-third of the members preent.

Article 22. No member shall retire from tie room while the

Grand Chapter is sitting, without the permissim of the presiding

officer, nor return home without the consent ofhe Grand Chapter.

Article 23. Visiting Companions shall not vote on any

question or petition before the Grand Chapter but may be heard

in debate, with the consent of a majority of tk members present.^

Article 24. The Grand High Priest, or i case of his death

or resignation, the Deputy Grand High Prie^ shall be authorized

at all times to draw upon the Grand Treasuer for any sums of

money that shall be necessary to defray the;xpenses which may
be incurred by the Grand Chapter.

Article 25. The Grand Treasurer shaldeliver to the stand-

ing committee, immediately preceding the onual election of offi-

cers, a statement of all accounts, and of ih funds of the Grand

Chapter, and also of all delinquencies.

Article 26. All subjects on which queions are to be taken

(except such as are especially provided forshall be decided by a

majority, and in case of an equal numbt of votes, the motion, -

question, or resolution, shall be considereas lost.

Article 27. The Most Excellent Grad High Priest, Deputy

Grand High Priest, Grand King, and Grad Scribe, shall form a
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standing committee, any two of whom may act, whose duty it

shall be to adjust all claims against the Grand Chapter, to exam-

ine the Treasurer’s Books and accounts annually, and at every

election of officers to report to the Grand Chapter the state of the

funds, to which committee all applications for charity shall be

referred
;
and for that purpose the said committee shall have

authority to draw on the GrandjTreasurer.

Article 28. The members of the Grand Chapter shall at every

meeting appear in Royal Arch sashes and aprons.

Article 29. Those persons officiating as Grand Tyler and

Grand Steward stiall receive one dollar each for every sitting of

the Grand Chapter.

Article 30. The Grand Secretary, in addition to the duties

prescribed in the eth Article of the Constitution of this Grand

Chapter, shall transmit to each jnember, annually, a copy of the

proceedings, for wkich service he shall receive the sum of ten

dollars per annum!

Article 31. Tie By-Laws shall be read at the commencement

of every meeting, i

Article 32. Tbre shall be no alteration or amendment to

these By-Laws, exopt with the concurrence of two-thirds of the

members present alan annual meeting.
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PKOCEEDmOS OP
The Third Annual Convocation of the M. E. Grand Roy-

al Arch Chapter of North Carolina^ begun and held in

the Hall of St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, in Wilmington, on

Monday, the Uh day of June, A. L. 5849, R. A. M. 2379,

A. D. 1849,
PRESENT:

M. E. Alfred Martin,

P. VV. Fanning,

J. W. Cosby,

T. W. Brown,
A. P. Repiton,

‘ D. McMillan,
‘ R. G. Rankin,
‘ T. Burr, Jr.,

‘ Jas. T. Marriott,

‘ Jno. Walker, Jr.,

* D. Teller,

‘ Jno. Banks,

G. H. Priest.

G. K.
G. S. p. t.

G. T.
G. Sec.’y p. t.

G. M. p. t.

G. P, S. p. t.

G. R. A. C., p. t.

G. M. 3 Veil, p. t.

G. M. 2 “ p. t,

G. M' 1 “ p. t.

G. Tyler,

The Grand Chapter opened in solemn form. A quorum
not being present, the G. C. called olf until 4 o’clock, P. M.

A. Paul Repiton, G. Sec.’y, p. t.
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4 O'CLOCK, P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

:

Alfred Martin, G. H. P.
P. . Fanning, G. K.
Lewis Bond, G. S. p. t.

T. W. Brown, f.T.
L. C Pender, G. Sec.’y.

D. McMillan, G. M. p. t.

R. G. Rardvin, G. P. 18. p. t.

T. Burr, Jr., G. R. A. C., p. t.

J. W. Cosby, G. M. 3 V. p. t.

J. 'i . l\i rriot', G. M. 2 V. p.t.

J.. R. L> ftin. G M. 1 V. p. t.

Ji.o Banks, G. Tyler.

And the jollowing Delegates from Subordinate Chapters

:

Concord No. 1, Wilmington, Com. T. Burr, Jr., A. A.
Brown, and R. G. Ivankin.

Roanoke No. 4, Halifax, Com. W. \V Brickell, K.
Concord No. 5, Tarboro’, Com. Lewis Bond, I!. P.

Raleigh No. 10, Raleigh, Com. J W. Cosby, J. T. Mar-

bi
rioit.

CUnion No. 17, Duplin, Com. L. R. Loftin, H. P., Eli W.
Hines, K., and F. B. Millard, S.

I;
Visiters.—Com. H. P. Russell, W. W. Harriss, George

jliiHarriss, Jno. Walker, Jr., E. J. Liitterloh, D. McMillan.

The following Chapters made Returns, andpaid Dues:

Concord No. 1, paid $15 to 1850
Concord No. 5, “ $15 “ 1850

iRaleigh No 10, $15 “ 1849
Jloanoke No. 4, no ret’ns, “ $15 1849

lUnion No. 17, made returns, no dues.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed Companions Norfhr.op

ind Bond, a Committee on Credentials, who reported that

‘the Committee appointed to examine the Credentials of

ielegatcs” had performed that duty, and beg leave to re-



port, That the Credentials from the following Chapters
were examined and found correct—From Concord Chap-
ter No i, Companions A. A. Brown, T. Burr, Jr., and R.
G. Rankin. Roanoke Chapter No. 4, Com. VV. W. Brickell.

Concord Chapter No. 6, Com. Lewis Bond. Raleigh Chap-
ter No. 10, Companions J. W. Cosby, J. T. Marriott.

—

Union Chapter No. 17, Com. L. R. Loftin, Rli W. Hines,

and F. B. Millard.

Restpectfully submitted,

I. NORTHROP.
L. BOND.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the foliowing Commit-
tees—
On Claims, Com. R. G. Rankin.

On Returns from Subordinate Chapters, Companions L.
Bond, and J. W. Cosby.

On Foreign Communications, Companions Burr, and Mar-
riott.

On Dispensations, Companions Burr, and A. A. Bro vn.

On Accounts, Companions Rankin, and Brickell.

No other business appearing, the M. E. G. C. called off

until to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M.
L. C. PENDER, G. Sec.’y,

TUESDAY, JUNE 5ti?, 1849—10 O’CLOCK, A. M
The Grand Chapter resumed labor

PHESENT

;

M. E. Alfred Martin,
u u p_ -yy Fanning,
“ “ T. Burr, Jr.,

“ T. \V. Brown,
L. C. Pender,
D. McMillan,

•• R. G. Rankin,
" L. R. Loftin,
“ W. W. Brickell,
“ Eli W. Hines,
“ F. B. Millard,
“ Jno. BankS;

G. H. P.

G. K.

G. S., p. t.

G. T.
G. Scc-

G. M
., p. t.

G. P. S., m t

G. R. A. C.

G. M. 3 V.,

G. M. 2 V.,

G. M. 1 V,.

G, Tvler.
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l|il
'The foUoiving Representativesfrom Subordinate Chapters :

l'l]| Concord No. 1, Com. Rankin, and T. Burr, Jr.

Roanoke No. 4, “ W. W. Brickell.

C Concord No. 5,
'• Lewis Bond,

jili Raleigh No. 10, “ Jno. W. Cosby, Jas. T. Marriott.

Union No. 17, • L. R. Loftin, E. Hines, F. B. Millard,

Visiters.—Companions A. Paul Repiton, and E. J. Lut-
icrloh.

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters, made
the following Report, which was received and adopted

—

To the M. E. Grand Chapter of No?-th Carolina :

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters ask leave

to report, that the only business requiring their attention is

the application of the Companions of Gaston Chapter No,

18, Roxboro’, Person Count
3^ for a Charter. The Letters

of Dispensation were granted some time prior to the last

Convocation of this Grand Chapter, and a Charter should
regularly have been obtained at that period, in conformity
with the Grand Constitution, but for certain satisfactory

reasons the Dispensation was continued in force until the

present Convocation. Upon an examination the proceed-

ings appear to he regular— the customary fee has been re-

ceived, and the Companions are ardent co-laborers in the

service of the craft—but in consequence of an oversight,

the usual tax upon Exaltations in Subordinate Chapters
under Dispensations, and which is two dollars each, has not

been paid. During the last year there have been fourteen

Exaltations by this Chapter, and consequently the sum of

twenty-eight dollars is due this Grand Body. Your Com-
mittee also notice in the By-Laws of this Chapter, seve-

ral Sections that are in conflict with ancient usage, and
with the Constitution of this Grand Chapter, and the Gene-
ral Grand Constitution :—These are Sections 3rd and 5th,

of Article 2nd—Sections 1st, 2nd and 3rd, of Article 3rd

—

Section 1st, Article 5th—Section 3rd, Article 6th. Your
Committee recommend that the M. E. G. H. P. point out

the defective articles to said Chapter, directing how they
shall be amended, and after the amendments shall have been



i

made, and the dues paid, that then a Charter be immedi-
ately forwarded- Restpectfuily submitted,

TALCOTT BURR, Jk
A. A. BROWN.

The M. E. G. H. P. submitted his annual report.

To the M. E. Grand Chapter of North Carolina :

To the annual Convocation of this Grand body I shall

ever look forward with pleasure, affording as it does, an op-
1

5

'

portunity for the interchange of fraternal greetings with
|

;

my Companions from the different parts of our Masonic f

domain, I’hat I cannot congratulate you on any great ac- i ^

quisition of strength, by the increase of Subordinate Chap-
|

ters, I have to regret. Still I do not feel discouraged—the
^

i;

reason is obvious, when we consider that for 17 years, [.!

Royal Arch Masonry in North Carolina, was without a

head to guide and sustain it through the long and dreary ,;i

night of adversity from which it is just now emerging.

In the largest portion of our State, her alters are still de-
'

serted, and desolation dwells in the sanctuary of the “sons

of light.’ Time and Death have done their work, and the
;

few Companions that are left, are scattered through the!®

State, generally at a great distance from each other—hence s

there are insurmountable difficulties in the way of any ra-

pid increase in the number of Subordinate Chapters, in this!*'

jurisdiction,
;

But the clouds by which the Masonic sky has been so^

long overcast, are now passing away, and a bright and glo-
,

rious era in her history will soon succeed them.

The few Chapters now in operation are yearly sending,;

forth their scores of young and enterprising wmrkmen
;
and

^

by this means, slowly but surely laying the foundation of^
;

future prosperity.
, ;

Since our last Convocation, I have received the Pro-i

ceedings of but a solitary Grand Chapter. This, I think,;
;

'

we may ascribe to the delay in the distribution of our own| !
,

Proceedings. In transmitting them to our Grand Secreta-p
'

ry they were lost, and not recovered again for several:;
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tnoiiths—and to this cause 1 would rather attribute it than
to any want of courtesy or reciprocal friendship on the part

I

of our sister Grand Chapters,

Gaston Chapier No. 18, at lloxboro’, whose Dispensa-

j

tion was continued at our last Convocation, in consequence
;;;;

of their inability to organize and make returns, has at length
succeeded in effecting an organization, and will apply at

ij, the present session for a charter. I am sorry to have to re-

;!
port Eureka Chapter No. 7, Newbern, in the same unfor-

;i
tunate position that it occupied at our last meeting,

!i;j I would call your attention to the irregularities of the
Chapters at Windsor and Edenton, The former, I learn,

7 obtained a Dispensation in 1830 or ’31, and has been work-
jjing under it, meeting at irregular periods, ever since,

—

jji
Though they have had official notice of the revival of this

ij Graird Chapter, they have never forwarded any of their pro-
|i cecdings, or made application for a charter.

II The Chapter at Edenton has, from the best information

I have been able to obtain, been for many years working in

Ijthe same irregular manner, without regard to the require-

li!
menis of this Grand Chapter in such cases,

ii The duty assigned me at our last Convocation, of ob-

|j taining the funds belonging to this Grand Chapter at the

h time of its susjiension, I have endeavored to perform, and

I
refer you to the letter of our Deputy G. H. Priest, here-

I with submitted, for the result of my inquiries,

S|

i
The promise therein conveyed, has not been complied

\ with.

When I accepted the responsible office of High Priest of

this Grand Body, in 1847, it was with great distrust of my
ability to discharge the important duties that necessarily de-

volve on the head of such an Institution—and though I

!
have no lack of zeal to reproach myself with, still I feei that

jit might have been confided to abler hands. My other du-

j

ties have claimed so large a share of my time and attention,

'that those of my office have not had that personal supervi-

I

sion that the interest of the Institution demands.

fSl The present condition of Boyal Arch Masonry in this

i! State is such, as to make the selection of a chief who pos-
*
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Besses zeal, ability, and leisure to visit Subordinate Chapters,

of the highest importance.

As 1 shall at the close of the present Convocation, take

my leave of you as your presiding officer, I cannot resist

the expression of a hope that the last session under ray ad-

ministration may be distinguished by the same union,

friendship, and harmony, that has characterised our preced-

ing assemblies, and the assurance of my best wishes for

your prosperity, individually, as my Companions in Free
Masonry, and collectively, as the head of this noble Insth

tution. A. MARTIN.

On motion of Companion Fanning, it was unanimously

Resolved, “ That the interesting Communication of the M. E. G. H. P.

be spread upon the minutes and printed with the proceedings.”

The Report of the M. E. G. P. was referred to the fol-

lowing Committees

—

So much as relates to Eureka Chapter, to the Committee
on Returns.

On the subject of the Chapters at Edenton and Windsor, to

Companions Fanning and Burr.

And on the F unds of the Old Grand Chapter, to Compan-
ions Cosby and Rankin.

On motion of Companion Burr,

Resolved, That hereafter, at the opening of each Convocation of the Grand
Chapter, there shall be appointed by the Chair, in addition to the ordinary

Committees, a Committee on the unfinished business of the previous meet-
ing.

On motion of Companion Rankin,

Resolved, Thai the Grand Chapter proceed to elect its officers at 4 o’clock,

this afternoon.

No further business appearing, the Grand Chapter called

off to meet again at 3 o’clock, P M



5th JUNE, 3 O’CLOCK, P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT :

M. E' A. Martin, G. H. P.
u u p \y Fanning, G. K.

“ Jas. T. Marriott, G. S.,p t.

“ T. W Brown, G. T.
“ Louis C. Pender, G. Sec.
“ T. Burr, Jr., G. M., p 1
“ R. G. Rankin, G. P. S.

L. R. Loftiii, G. R. A. C.,

J. McDuffie, G. M. 3 V.
“ Eli W. Hines, G. M. 2 V. “

F. B. Millard, G. M. 1 V.
John Banks, G. T.

RepresentativesJrom Subordinate Chapters.

Concord No. 1, Com. R. G. Rankin, T. Burr, Jr.

Roanoke No. 4,

~

Concord No. 5,

Raleigh No. 10,

Union No. 17.

W. W. Brickell,

Lewis Bond,
J. W. Cosby, J. T. Marriott.

L; R. Loftin, E. W. Hines,
Millard.

F."A:

Visiter.—J. McDuffie.

The Election of officers then took place, and resulted in

the election of

M. E. P. W. Fanning, of Wilmington, G. H. P.
“ “ Louis Bond, of Tarboro’, G. King.
H it ^ w Brickell, of Halifax, G, Scribe,

“ T. W. Brown, of Wilmington, G. Treasurer.
“ R. G. Rankin, of Wilmington, G. Sec.

A. Paul Repiton, of Wilmington, G. Chaplain.
“ J. W. Cosby, of Raleigh, G. Marshal.

Companion Pender asked and oMained leave of absence

for the balance of the session—also, the Delegates from

Union Chapter No. 17.

On motion of Companion Rankin,

Ordered, That the sum of Twenty Dollars be paid to the Grand Secrc'

tary, by the Grand Treasurer.
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Companion P. '.V, Fanning offered the following Resolu-

tion, which was adopted

—

Whereas, it has been represented that Union Chapter No. 17, has been

at considerable expense in erecting a building for Masonic purposes, which

their pecuniary circumstances will not enable them to complete—therefore

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter appropriate the sum of Fifteen Dol-
lars to aid Union Chapter in its laudable undertaking, and which the Grand
Treasurer is hereby authorized to hand over.

Also, the following Resolution, which was unanimously
passed

—

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter be tendered the Grand
Secretary, Louis C. Pender, for the promptness and ability with which he
has discharged the duties of his office.

Companion Burr moved

That the Installation of Officers Elect take place to-mor-

row morning at 10 o’clock, and that M. E. G. H. P., A,
_

Martin, be requested to officiate on the occasion, which was ^||
adopted.

The Grand Chapter called off from labor, to refresh-

ment until 10 o’clock, to-morrow.

L. C. PENDER, Grand Sec.’y,

M

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6th, 1849—10 O’CLOCK, A. M

The M, E. Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

:

. E. Alfred Martin,

P. W. Fanning,
Lewis Bond,
T. W. Brown,
R. G. Rankin,
J. W. Cosby,
A. P. Repiton,

W. W. Brickell,

J. T. Marriott,

T. Loring,

D. Teller,

Jno. Banks.

G. H. P.

G. K.
G. S. p. t.

G. T.
G. Sec.’y, p, t,

G. M. p t

G. P. S. p. t.

R. A, C. p.

M. 3 V. p. t.

M. 2 V. p. t

M. 1 V p t.

G
G
G
G.

t.

G. Tvler
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Representatives from Subordinate Chapters :

Concord No. 1, Companions T. Burr, Jr., R. G. Rankin.
Roanoke No. 4, Comipanion W. W. Brickell.

Concord No. 5, Companion Lewis Bond.
Raleigh No. 10, Companions J, W. Cosby, J. T. Marriott,

Visiters.—Companions W. W. Harriss, H. P. Russell,

A. P. Repiton, T. Loring, D. Teller.

The following Comipanions were then duly installed in

their respective offices, by P. G. H. P. A. Martin ;

M. E. P. W. Fanning, G. H. P.
“ “ Lewis Bond, G. K.

“ W. W. Brickell, G. S.
“ T. W. Brown, G. T.
“ R. G. Rankin, G. Sec’y.
“ Rev. A. P. Repiton, G. Chaplain.
“ J. W. Cosby, G. Marshal.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed M. E. W. G. Hiliof
Raleigh, D. G. H. P., and Companion John Banks, Grand
Tyler.

On motion it was unanimously

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due to P. G. H. P.

A. Martin, for the zeal and fidelity he has ever manifested in the discharge of

his official duties as well as his uniform courtesy as a Companion.

The Committee on Chapters of Edenton and "Windsor,

made the following report

:

The Committee appointed on that portion of the M. E.

G. H. P’s address, relating to Edenton and Windsor Chap-
ters, recommend that the whole matter be again referred

to the G. H. Priest, who is hereby authorised to take dis-

cretionary steps in the premises
;
even to the suspension or

expulsion of any or all the parties above implicated, who.

may in anywise manifest refractory dispositions.

Respectfully submitted,

P. W. FANNING,
j

T. BURR, Jr., 5
Committee.

!
The Committee on the Funds of the Old Grand Chap-

ter, submitted the following report
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The Committee to whom was referred that portion of the

address of the M. E. G. H. P., relating to the Funds of the

Old Grand Chapter, recommend that the matter be referred

to the M. E. G. H. P. to investigate and settle.

Respectfully submitted, J. W. COSBY,
R. G. RANKIN.

The Committee on Returns reported .

The Committee on returns beg leave to report, that

returns from Concord Chapter No. 1, Wilmington,

Concord Chapter No. 5, Tarboro’, Raleigh Chapter No.

10^ Raleigh, Union Chapter No. 17, Duplin, and Gas-

ton Chapter No. 18, Roxboro’, Person County, under Dis-

pensation, have been placed in their hands, examined
and found correct, except some informality in the list of offi-

cers and members of some Chapters
;
the names of the offi-

cers being includied in both lists, and some informality in not

makinguse of proper Masonic language, whichyour Commit-
tee believe should always be preserved

;
in the latter case, I;

'

your Committee allude to Gaston Chap., Roxboro’. By the
j

;i

above returns it appears that during the last year. Concord
,

Chapter No. 1, has exalted Thirteen, Raleigh No. 10. Six- If

teen, Union Chap. No. 17, One, and Gaston Chap. No. 18, fji^

Fourteen, in all Forty-four exaltations, but your Committee
have to regret that the returns show that there have beentf
six deaths during the same period of time. Your Commit- j|''

tee farther state that no other returns from Chapters have p:

come into their hands but those abone enumerated. I

LEWIS BOND, Chairman,
i

,

The Committee on Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters, |
made the following report

:

j;(i

The Committee on Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters ik

beg leave to report, that the Proceedings of Gaston Chap-';)

ter No. 18, Roxborough, are the only Proceedings of Sub-
ordinate Chapters, which have come into their hands, andlj,'

the Committee on Dispensations and Charters having re-
'

ported on the proceedings of said Chapter supercedes the kf

necessity of any further Report of this Committee. The
Committee, therefore, request to be discharged.

LEWIS BOND. Chairman.
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And Ihe Committee on Acconnt.s reported.

Report of Committee on Accounts.

The Committee on Accounts beg leave to report, that

they have discharged the duty assigned to them, and find

that the Books of the Grand Secretary and Treasurer
have been well and correctly kept, and proper vouchers ex-

hibited for all payments.

By the Report of Committee on Accounts for past year,

a balance was in hands of Grand Treasurer, of $113 40
Receipts for present year have been from
Concord Chapter No. 1,

Roanoke “ No. 4,

Concord “ No. 5,

Raleigh “ No. 10,

Gaston “ No. 18,

dues to 1850
1849
1850
1849

Dispensation,

15

15

15

00
00
00

The payments are, to G. Secretary, and for print-

ing proceedings,

15 00
50 00

$223 00

43 10

Leaving balance in hands of G. Treasurer of $180 30

The following Chapters are in arrears :

Union No. 17, Duplin, one year, to 1849 $15 00

Phoenix No. 2, Fayetteville, two years, “ “ 30 00

Eureka No. 7, Newbern, “ “ “ “ 30 00

Gaston No. 18, Roxboro’, Under Dispensation,

Dues, Exaltation 14 Companions, at $2 00, 28 00

$103 00

I ; A few claims not yet audited by the Committee on Claims,

f are to be paid, which will reduce the present amount in

' hands of Grand Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,

W. W. BRICKELL,
R. G. RANKIN

All of which were received and adopted



'rhe Grand Chapicr th(^n called off' from labor to refresh-

ment, until 3 o’clock, P M.
R. G. RANKIN, G. Sec’y.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 3 O’CLOCK.

The M. E. Grand Chapter met and resumed labor,

PRESENT

:

M. E. P. W. Fanning,
“ “ A. Martin,

“ Lewis Bond,
W. W. Brickell,

T. W. Brown,

F.

“ R. G. Rankin,
“ J. W. Cosby,

T. Burr, Jr..

“ H. P. Russell,

“ D. Teller,

A. P.Repiton,

J. T. Marriott,

“ J. Banks,

G, H. P.

P. G, H
G. K.
G. S-

G. T.
G. Sec.V,

G. M.
G. P. S. p. t.

G. M. A. C. p. t
G. M. 3 V. p. t.

G. M. 2 V. p. t
G. M. 1 “ “

G. Tyler.

And the Representatives from Subordinate Chapters :

Concord No. 1, Com. R. G. Rankin, and T. Burr, Jr,

Roanoke 4, “ W, W. Brickell.

Concord “ 5, “ Lewis Bond.
Raleigh “ 10, “ J. W. Cosby, and J. J', Marriott.

Visiters .—Companions H. P. Russell, D. Teller, and J.

"Wilkinson.

By request, the Grand Chapter called off for the purpose

of giving Concord Chapter No. 1, the use of the Hall for a

short time, and then resumed labor.

The Committee on Returns, to whom was referred that

portion of the M. E. G. H. P.’s address relating to Eure-
ka Chapter No. 7, reported.

The Committee on Returns to whom was referred that

portion of the M. E. G, High Priest’s address, concerning
Eureka Chapter No. 7, recommend that the subject be re-,

ferred to the M. E. Grand High Priest, for his considera-i

tion hereafter. L. BOND, Chairman. !;

AVhich Avas received and adopted.

I



I'he Committee on I'oreign 'Cofrespondence made the

following report

:

To the M. E. Grand Chapter of North Carolina :

The Committee 'on Foreign Communications, in depre-

eating censure for a meagre and imperfect report, have
the unpleasant duty of stating in extenuation of their

unavoidable delinquency, the circumstance, that, with
a single exception only, all the Grand Chapters of the

United States have failed to forward to this Body,
copies of their Proceedings. Indiana alone, has been
mindful of that courtesy and good feeling, characteris-

j||iitic of the Brotherhood, and which in so eminent a

|ji degree tends to the cultivation of pure Fraternal emo-

I,
tions. The oversight in our Sister State jurisdictions

||(for we cannot for a moment entertain the idea that it wa;^

^intentional neglect) is to he regretted for various reasons.

ilApart from the interest naturally consequent upon the as-

'semblage of the recognized head of a powerful institution,

^ ifrosted with age, but strong, in a vitality superior to change
'arid time, are the evidences of its progress, its capacity for

'.doing good, and the adjudication of Masonic principles

|}and conflicting law. The Committee in the absence of

f. jithe reports of the several Grand Jurisdictions are deprived

tlof the benefit of these influences, and are dependent solely

ippon the Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of the State

iiof Indiana, for the little information it is in its power to

Ipommunicate. From it we gather that the spirit of Ma-
ijsonry is fulfilling its high destiny as a great moral agent

|iii the amelioration of the human family, that peace and
Srgood feeling generally prevail throughout the different

[.’•jurisdictions, and that the beautiful tenets and professions

of the Institution are silently recommending themselves to

ifiithe affections of the world, through the efficacious agency
|of their practice and illustration. In the proceedings above

|alluded to, the Committee discover several topics of inter-

>eipt to ;the Fraternity, which it is their desire to present for

[.if'che action of this Grand Chapter—and one of which is the

|[ong mooted question “ Can a Royal Arch Mason be ex
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pelled or suspended from a regular Chapter, after a legal
|

notice of charges and proper hearing, for un-masonic con- i

duct, and remain in good standing and fellowship with
j

Master Masons?” Your Committee are of the opinion f

that expulsion from a Chapter, does not necessarily deprive i

,

the delinquent of his right of membership in a Blue Lodge. **

In their humble judgment, the degrees from Entered Ap-
|

prentice up to Royal Arch, constitute two separate, and
distinct, and beautiful branches of one and the same Insti-

^

tution, governed by the same laws, and lounded for the jtf

same beneficent aim—yet apart for practical purposes. I'he i

By-Laws, Rules and Regulations of a Chapter, may be vio-
,

lated, as in the non-]»ayment of dues, yet the Brother may
I

be square with the Treasurer of the Blue Lodge on his
|

Books—and in other respects, be a valuable member. A
|

forteiture of his rights, therefore, for a mere omission of a |

duty involving in itself no moral turpitude, but caused per-
i :

haps, from accidental circumstances, or the necessities of 1

situation, seems unjust and harsh, and not warranted by
'

the Constitutions. Such, at least, has been the construc-
tion in this Institution—and one in which we concur.

Another topic of interest, is the position- of the Degrees ^

of Royal and Select Master, and their parent head. “Whe-
ther they attach to a Chapter, or are subj ect to a Grand

^
Council—and whether they should not be ccnferred before

;

the Royal Arch ?” We believe it has been the practice in
i

this State to confer those Degrees after the Royal Arch, and
|

in the absence of a Giand Council, by regular Chapters. „

Your Committee are free to acknowledge that the Degrees ;

above stated, in their humble judgment, appear to be the
:

peculiar and almost necessary property of the Chapters,
(and should in all cases be conferred prior to the Royal
Arch.) In this arrangement, they present “a most expres-
sive and beautiful chain of traditionary history,” which is

rendered disjointed and incomplete by any other position.
;

Even the Royal Arch Degree, the summit of Masonry, is

unsatisfactory and imperfect without the explanation afford-
}

cd by them. Your committee arc perfectly aware that this ::
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I construction comes in conflict with high Masonic authority

I in this Jurisdiction, but they feel encouraged by the co-op-

Ij eration of the Grand Chapters of at least Virginia and

I
Florida in this view of the subject, and probably other

[ State Grand Bodies. At all events, whether it be the es-

!

ji|
tablished law or a violation thereof, every intelligent mind

|i must acknowledge that the Chapter Degrees are rendered

[l

infinitely more connected, interesting, and beautiful by this

j arrangement than the other.

|{
In all cases of disputed law, it is right and proper that

lli there should be an arbiter in the last resort—-a parent head,

jl|j;

%vhose adjudication should be final and conclusive, whose

III
settlement of mooted points should be acknowledged and

I

obeyed. And for this purpose the Institution should pos-

sess inherent pownr to obedience to its mandates

—

it should be learned—.vigilant and firm, temperate, just,

I
prudent, and inflexible—deciding questions after painful

research, mature deliberation, and solemn convictions, and

II
afterwards upholding them with consistency. If it fail in

pi this—if it neglect any of its high duties—if its decisions are

not respected or regarded and it cannot compel obedience

—

If it is worse than useless— it is in fact injurious—it cannot

Ijiji
answer the purposes of its creation and should therefore be

I
annihilated. It has been affirmed by some of the Grand

||!
Chapters that the General Grand Chapter of the United

I
States has not fulfilled the objects of its establishment, that

I it does not settle Masonic Lan^ “preserve the ancient land

I marks of the Order li’om innovation, and determine a uni-

I?, form mode of working.” If this bo so, (and we quote from

!| the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Florida, which

[1 institution has withdrawn its allegiance or connection from
the General Grand Chapter,) it is most certainly deeply to

II
be regretted. Your Committee are decidedly in favor of a

p Supreme Tribunal for the purpose of procuring uniformi-

[|
ty, when that design is fully carried into eftect, but an in-

I
efficient head retards progress, is inconvenient and oppres-

I sive, and presents a false position before the world. An
p! Institution 'herished and (ihrvrd b^ a portion of its Snb-

I



ordinates—neglected by a second—and treated with con-

tumely and contempt by a third, affords by its anomalous
situation the best commentary upon the value and purposes

of its creation. Your Committee are not prepared to affirm

that the General Grand Chapter has failed in its high func-

tions, or will not in time discharge its delicate and onerous

duties, but they will say with regret that it does not pay
that close attention to details which in the judgment of

your Committee is requisite. It also appears to their minds
that the decisions of tha.t Grand Body upon conflicting

Masonic points, (and which are constantly arising,) are de-

layed too great a length of time in consequence cf its Con-
vocations occurring but once in three years. The meetings
should be more frequent—errors and irregularities under
this arrangement may exist for that period to the great
detriment of the Craft, when they might be corrected or

abolished. In conclusion the Committee desire, briefly to

felicitate their Companions, upon the onward progress of
Masonry—its invisible and powerful links are binding
together all the nations and tongues of the earth. May it

be so ever ! Happy is he who with penetrating eye can sur-

vey and admire its external form and beauty, and looking
further and deeper than the surface, radiant with light

though it be, catch glimpses of the divine Spirit of Truth
beyond. Respectfully submitted,

TALCOTT BURR, Jr
,
Chairman.

JAMES T. MARRIOTT.

!

i.ri

hii

i ' <1

Y/hen on motion to receive and adopt, it was

Resolved, That that portion of the report relating to the Royal and Select jjl'
j

Degrees, be referred to a special Committee of three, to report at the next jt,' ?

Annual Convocation, and that the balance be received and adopted.
'

.

'

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed Companions A. Martin,

P. G. H. P., J. W. Cosby and E. L. Winslow, said Com- '! !{

mittee.

II
Companion Cosby submitted the following resolutions, ii f;

which were adopted

—
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I Resolved, That no Ctiapter umler this jurisdiction sliall confer the Chaji-

ter degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, M. E. Master, Royal Arch, or Royal^

and Select Master, upon any one hailing trom tlic jurisdiction of another Grand
Chapter. Nor shall they confer the same on any Mason hailing from ano-

ther State unless he shall produce a written permission signed by the High

jj

Priest and Secretary of the Chapter nearest his place of residence. Any
tii Chapter acting contrary to this Resolution, shall forfeit the fees received for

J such exaltation to the Chapter under whose jurisdiction the one so exahed

It
resided, except in the case of his being a non resident of this State—when

j!
the fees shall be forfeited to the Grand Chapter.

! Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due, and are hereby
tendered, to St. John’s Lodge No. 1, and Concord Chapter No. 1, for the use

I

of their Hall, and for their polite attention to the comfort and convenience of

j

the members of this Grand Body.

Ii On motion of Companion Burr,

i

ll Resolved That 250 copies of these proceedings be published under the

supervision of the Grand Secretary, and that the names of the officers and

I
their places of residence be printed in a conspicuous portion thereof. Also,

[f
that they be distributed to the different Subordinate Chapters, and Grand

lil

Chapters of the different States, and the General Grand Chapter of the

United States, with all possible dispatch.

I
P. G. H. P. A. Martin offered the following resolution,

I
which was adopted

—

(ii

f Whereas, it has been represented to this Grand Chapter, that some of the

i'l
Chapters in this jurisdiction require instruction and assistance in conferring

I
the Degrees—therefore

I
Resolved, That the M. E. G. H. P. be instructed to enquire of them if

Ij such is the case, and if necessary, send some one who is competent to assist

I them.

I The Grand Chapter called off until to-morrow, 10

I o’clock, A. M.

I R. G. RANKIN, Grand Secretary.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 7tk, 1849— !0 O’CLOCK, A. M

The M. E. Grand Chapter met and resumed labor

PRESENT

;

M. E. P. W. Fanning,
Alfred Martin,

“ Lewis Bond,
“ W. W. Bricivell,

“ R. G. Rankin,
“ J. W. Cosby,
“ D. McRae,

“ D. Teller,

G. H. P.

P. G. H. P.

G. K.

G. S.

G. T. p. t.

G. Sec.’y.

G. M.
G. P. S. p. t.

G. R. A. C. p. t.

G. M. 3 V. p. t.

G. M. 2 V. p.t.

G. M. 1 V. p.t.

G. Tyler.

“ D. McMillan,
“ J. Walker, Jr.,

“ J. T, Marriott,
“ T. Burr, Jr.,

“ Jno. Banks,

RepresentativesJrom Subordinate Chapters. V
^

Concord No. 1, Companions T. Burr, Jr., R. G. Rankin :y'

Roanoke No. 4,
“ W. W. Brickell.

Concord No. 5,
“ Lewis Bond, -I

Raleigh No. 10, “ J. W. Cosby, J. T. Marriott.
, :

Visiters.—D. McMillan, J. Walker, Jr., D. Teller and ;

D. McRae.
j

j

P. G. H. P. olfered the following Resolution ;
j

^
i

Whereas the Royal and Select Degrees are claimed by many of thej

Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in this country, as well as by the Coun-;;'

cils of R. and S. Masters—therefore i

d'
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Grand Chapter, that the only

],

way in which this question can be permanently, and amicably settled, will !

be for the General Grand Chapter, at its next Convocation, to recoin-
;

•*

mend a Convocation of Delegates from eacli Chapter claiming the Degrees,
|

»s well as the Councils and other Associations making claim thereto, for the. '

|j

purpose of determining to whom they properly belong, and confirming one •
!

or the other of the claimants in the right to them. f

No further business appearing, the Grand Chapter closed 1

1

in ample form, to meet again on the fiist Monday in Juneji* >

-f~fc A TVTTrTIkT
next. R. G. RANKIN, G. Sec’y yf
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Returns of Chapters working under the jurisdiction of this

Grand Chapter.

Concord Chapter, No. 1,—Wilmington.

OFFICERS

M. E. Isaac Northrop,
James T, Miller,

“ “ D. A. Lament,
Comp. A. Paul Kepi ton,

“ John A. Taylor,
“ Robert G. Rankin,
“ George Harriss,
“ John H. Dali,
" Plenry P. Russell,
“ John Walker, Jr.,

*• Robert Fenner,
“ A. Paul Repiton,

John Banks,

High Priest.

King.
Scribe.

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

Royal Arch Captain.

Master 3d Veil.

Master 2d Veil.

Master 1st Veil.

Chaplain.

Janitor.

MEMBERS.

Alfred Martin,

A. B. Chesnut,
Alexander MacRae, Sr.,

Phineas W. Fanning,
Thomas Marshall,

Treat F. Peck,
Thomas Cowan,
Owen Fennell,

George R. French,

J. R. Redman,
Solomon Teller,

Thomas F. Gause,
Thomas J. Faison,

John Christian,

William W. Harriss,

William Closs,

Eli V. Kelly,
^

Talcott Burr, Jr.,

Benjamin G. Bates,

John Walker, Jr.,

Lewis H. Marstelier,

Stephen D. Wallace,

Charles B. Morris,

John Smith,
Elias Wolfe,

Thomas D. Meares,

Thomas W. Brown,
John S. James,

O. M. Chesnut,

D. E. Roberts,

Joseph Wilkinson,

John D. Powers,

William D. Smith,

William C. Parks,

Robert Maxwell,
William A, Burr,

Dougald McMillan,
J. R. Beaman,



J. A. Siiliinan, Cyrus Packard,

K. J. Lutterloh, D. Teller,

Alexander MacRae, Jr., Joseph Green,

Asa A. Brown, Isaac B. Smith,

William Murphy.

Admitted 1 ;
Exalted 13 ;

Withdrawn 0 ;
Deaths 0

Expulsions 0; Suspensions 0; Rejections 1.

Phoenix, No. 2,—Fayetteville.—No Returns.

Roanoke, No, 4,—Halifax—Rec’d since G. Convocation

OFFICKIIS ;

.M. E. C. N. Webb.
“ E. W. W. Brickell,

“ E. Wm, L. Long,
Comp. A. V. Russell,

“ W. W. Daniel,
“ John T. Pope,
“ Goo. W. Owen,
“ Wm. E. Lane,
“ Wm. H, Underhill,
“ F. S, Marshall,

J. J. Anderson,

ME.MIIERS :

High Priest.

King.
Scribe.

C. H.
P. S.

R. A. C.

M aster 3d Veil .

4< <C

“ U Igt u

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Janitor.

Chas. N. Webb,
John T. Pope,
William L. Long,
George W. Owens,
W. W. Daniel,

W. H. Underhill,

H. A. Sledge,

John W. Heptinstall,

-Tames B, Yellowley,

A. V. Russell,

J. J. Anderson,
F. S. Marshall,

J. R. Wilkes,
W, W. Brickell,

Cyprian Cross,

Ilezekiah Lassiter,

T. S. Brownlow,
Cnrv Whitaker,
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James Simmons,
Alfred W. Simmons,
George 'V'". Gary,
William E. Lane,
Albert G. Jones,

James W.

M. C. Whitaker,
Sterling H. Gee,
T. L. B. Gregory,
Kcv. Tlios. G. Lowe,
William H. Ponton,

Faucell.

J. J. ANDERSON, Secretary:

Concord, No. 5,—Tarboro’.

M. E.
u u

U a

comp.
U

ii

ii

n

u

ii

ii

Louis Bond,
William Norfleet,

Benjamin Batts,

Louis C. Pender,
James F. Jenkins,

William S. Baker,

William H. Hines,

Simmons B. Staton,

Arthur S. Mooring,
Bryant Bennett,

Solomon Pender,

Robert H. Pender,

High Priest.

King.
Scribe.

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

Royal Arch Captain.

Master 3d Veil,
“ 2d Veil,

1st Veil,

Janitor.

MEMBERS

Benjamin M. Jackson,
William D. Bryan,
Daniel S. Crenshaw,
William H. Smith,

Bryant Bennett,

William H. Smith,

John H. Drake,

Arthur K. Barlow,
Arthur S. Mooring,
Josiah S. Pender,
John Mooring,
Andrew E. Gills,

Jesse H. Drake,
William Crocket,

;i
Exaltations, 0; Rejections, 0; Withdrawals, 0; Deaths, 2;

j

Expulsions, 0; Suspensions, 0.
' LEWIS BOND, High Priest

!l L. C. PENDER, Secretary.

Eureka Chapter, No. 7,—Newbern—-No Rctunn
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M. E
U i

a 4

Comp.

Raleigh, No. 10,—

OFFICERS

. V/illiam G. Hill,

‘ Charles H. Johnson,
‘ Dabny Cosby,
William H. Mead,
William D. Cooke,
Robert W. Seawell,

James T. Marriott,

J. J. Biggs,

J. R. Harrison,

William F. Collins,

William D. Haywood,
Richard W. Ashton,

MEMBERS

:

-Raleigh.

High Priest.

King.
Scribe.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

Royal Arch Captain.

Master 3d Veil.

Master 2d Veil.

Master 1st Veil.

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Janitor,

Joseph T. Hunter,
John W. Cosby,

Willie W. Johnson,

William T. Bain,

Daniel B. Griffin,

James D. Newsom,
J. Mi Lovejoy,

Exalted 16 ;
Suspended 0 ;

Deaths 2; Withdrav/als 0.

WM.

James G. Jeffreys,

Joseph Weltering,

Alston A. Jones,

W'illie D. Jones,

C. W. D. Hutchings,
Joseph D. Powell,

W. J. Clark.

Expelled 0 ;
Rejected 0 ;

G. HILL, High Priest.

WM. DALLAS HAYWOOD, Secretary.

Zerubbabel, No. 11,—Edenton.—-No Returns.

Union, No. 17,—Duplin.

OFFICERS :

M. E. Luther R. Loftin,
‘‘ Eli M. Hines,
“ “ Felix B. Millard,

Comp. Joel Loftin,

High Priest,

King.
Scribe.

Capt, of the Host.
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Comp. Wm. F. Pollock^

“ Samuel Loftin,

“ Benj. C. Bowden,
“ James M. Blount,

“ Buckner Bowden,
“ James G. Dickson,

“ C. D. Hill,

“ John F. Rhodes,

Principal Sojourner.

Royal Arch Captain,

Master 3d Veil.

Master 2d Veil.

Master 1st Veil.

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Janitor.

MEMBERS

:

L. R. Loftin,

Eli M. Hines,

John F. Rhodes,

C. J. Oates,

John Wright,

William F. Pollock,

James G, Dickson,

C. D. Hill,

David Wright,

James Winders,

G. W. Wallace,

Samuel Loftin,

Daniel B. Newton,

James Griswold,

Joel Loftin,

D. Jones,

John E. Beckton,

Daniel Glisson,

Daniel Bowden,

B. B. Allen,

Jesse J. Baker,

B. Bowden,
A. R. Hicks,

Henry Swinson,

James W. Blount,

B. C. Bowden,
Felix B. Millard,

Oates S. Lewis,

Uzzell G. Harold,

W. Hallowell,

James M. McDuffy.

Exalted 1 ;
Rejected 1 ;

Withdrawn 0 ;
Deaths 2 ;

Ex-

pelled 0 ;
Suspended 0.

C. D. Hill, Secretary.
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The Fourth Annual Convocation of the M. E. Grand Roy^

al Arch Chapter of North Carolina^ begun and held in

the Hall of St John’s Lodge, No. 1, in Wilmington,

N. C., on Monday, the ^d day of June, a. d„ 1850,

A. L, 2380.

M. E
PRESENT

:

P. W. Fanning, G.

J. T. Marriott, G.
A. T, Jerkins, G,
Thos. W. Brown, G.
Rob’t G. Rankin, G.
J. W. Cosby, G.
L. L. Stevenson, G.
A, Martin, G.
D. Teller, G.
A. P. Repiton, G. C., and G.
Asa A. Brown, G.
John Banks, G.

H. Priest,

K. p. t
S. p, t.

Tr.

Sec’y,

M.
p. s. p: t
R. A. C. p, t.

M. 3 Veil, p. t
M. 2 Veil, p. t

M. 1 Veil, p. t.

Tyler.

Representatives from Subordinate Chapters,

Concord No. 1, R. G. Rankin, H. P., A. A. Brown, S.

Eureka No. 7, A. T. Jerkins, H. P.

Raleigh No. 10, J. W. Cosby, James T. Marriott.

Prayer by Grand Chaplain.

The Grand Chapter opened in Solemn form.

The VI. E. G. H. Priest appointed the iollowing Com-
mittees—

-

On Credentials, Companions Martin, and Cosby;
On Unfinished Business, Jerkins, and Rankin.

The Grand Chapter called off from labor to refreshment,
’till 3 p. M,
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MONDAY, 3 O’CLOCK, P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

:

M. E. P, W. F'anningj G. H. P.
‘‘ “ A. Martin, F. G. H. P.
“ “ Thos. \V. Brown, G. Treas.

“ R. Go Rankin, G, Sec’y.
“ J. \V. Cosby, G. M
“ John Banks, G. F’yler.

Representatives from Subordinate ChapUrs.
Concord No. 1, R. G. Rankin, H. P., Asa. A. Brown, S.

Concord No. 5, Wm. Geo. Thomas, H. P.

FAircka No. 7, A. T. Jerkins, 11. P.

Raleigh No. 10, J. W. Cosby, J. T. Marriott.

Union No. 17, E, W. Hines, IL P., L. R. Loftin.

Visitors

—

M. E. L. L. Stevenson, P. G. H. P., of Grand
Chapter’of Virginia. Companions T. Marshall, Thos.

J. Hudson, T. Burr, Jr, and D. McRae.

Companion Martin, from the Committee on Credentials,

made, the following report, whicli was received and adopted:.

The Committee on Credentials have performed the duty
assigneil them, and find the Credentials from the following

Chapters correct.

From Concord Chapter, No. 1. Wilmington, M. E. R. G.
Rankin, L. H. Marsleller, and A. A. Brown. Concord
Chapter No. 5, Tar boro’, M. E. W. G. Thomas. Ra-
leigh Chapter No, 10, Raleigh, J. W. Cosby, and

J. T. Marriott. Eureka Chapter No. 7, Newbern, M.
E. A. T. Jerkins. Union Chapter No. 17, Duplin, M.
E. E. W. Hines, and L, R. Uoftiii,

Respectfully submitted,

A. M.artin, .7

J. W, Cosby, \

The Resolution of Companion Cosby, published on

page 20, printed proceedings of last Convocation, was or-

dered to be corrected and is as follows

:

Rfsolved. That no Chapter undir this jurisdiction shall confer the Chap-

ter degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, M, E. Master, Royal Arch, or
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Royal and Select Master, upon any one hailing from the jurisdiction of ano-

ther Chapter; nor shall they confer the same on any Mason hailing from
anotlier Slate, unless he shall produce a written permission signed by the

li igh I’riest and Secretary of the Chapter nearest his place of residence.

—

Anv Chapter acting contrary to this Resolution, shall forfeit the fees receiv-

ed for such exaltation to the Chapter under whose jurisdiction the one so

exalted residetl, except in the case of his being a noirresidtnt of this Slate

—

when the fees shall be forfeited to the Grand Chapter.

The M. E. G. H. P, announced tlie followincr standincr

Committees

:

On ptoceedings and returns of Subordinate Chapters,

Companions Marriott, and 1'. \V. Brown.

On Fore'gn Communications, Companions Rankin, Thom-
as, and Cosby.

On Dispensations and Charters, Companions Martin, and
Loitin.

On Accounts, Companions Cosby, and Hines.

On Claims, Companions Jerkins, and A. A. Brown.

Companion Martin introduced the following Preamble
and Resolution, which was adopted

—

Whereas, by dispensation of Providence, and from other causes lieynnd

its control. Eureka Chapter, No. 7, revived by the Grand Chapter in 1848,

has been dormant duiing the yeais 1848-’49, and but recenily revited again.

Resolved, That the sum of S30 charged against said Chapter for dues,

during the time of its suspension, be remitted.

The M. E. G. H. P. submitted his annual Report, wliich

was received, ordered to be spread ujton the minutes and
referred to a special Committee, consisting of Companions
Martin and Jerkins, lor disposal of its various subjects.

To THE Officers and Members of the Grand Chapter:

We have assembled, t'ompanions, in obedience to Constitutional provision, to

perform the high and responsible duties devolving upon us, in the character of

Parent Head of Royal Arch Masonry in North Carolina. As we are now, within

this temple, toenterupon our labors, let us view the place whereon we stand as holy

ground, putthig off our shoes from off our feet, lest we commit offence— and more
especially let us divest our minds oi every selfish consideration, of every intruding

feeling not in perfect harmony with the principles we profess, of every prejudice

and every insinuating impulse, calculated in the remotest degree to mar our de-

liberations or disl.onor the noble cause which we are so solemnly obligated to

protect and promote. But above all, let us invoke upon our present communica-
tion the blessing of the Supreme High Priest who presides in the celestial Grand
Chapter above—whose decorations are even as the enchantments of Heaven, and
into which the secret of initiation to every created being will be worth a world

!
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It is incumbent on the Presiding Officer to exercise a general supervision
throughout all the deparinients of his jurisdiction, to notice all passing events
connected with the interest of the Institution, to communicate annually to the
Grand Chapter the condition of the craft, and to propose such measures for their

consideration as, in his judgment, may seem best calculated to promote the grand
object of our association.

While it is always painful, to the upright Mason, to perceive that difficulties and
schisms are at times permitted to spring up in some divisions of our wide spread
Order, yet there is a ijever failing consolation in the persuasion, fore ng to a con-
viction, that all such discordant propensities will finally yield to those benign in-

fluences, peculiar to every Mason who kneels, without hypocricy, around out sacred
altars, and there participates in those pure and holy offerings which unerringly

ascend to Heaven, to be blessed of God. A better state of feeling already begins
to manliest itsell even in those .sections which have been disaffected

;
and as a

consequence, breaches, more or less alarming, have been healed, and harmony
restored. 1 am not aware, at this moment, that there e.vists among the fraternity,

with perhaps a single exception, any disturbing (]uestion of moment, but what
may aird will be readily settled on the square. To maintain a good understanding

in individual intercourse, to cherish a reciprocal regartl for the rights and privileges

of each other, ami to evince the desire ol cultivating and extending fraternal rela-

tions, are evidently predominating sentiments throughout the entire Masonic
association.

In speaking of the condition of the Order within our own immediate jurisdiction,

I am truly gratified in being able to represent it under as favorable auspices as the

most enthusiastic could reasoiuibly expect or desiri. Our I'haplers, generally, in

the r dispusition. are healthy and flourishing, advancing steadily in the elements of

usefnhiess. From mostofthe Chapters 1 have fiattering accounts, a'ul all appearanx-
iousto sustain a reproachless reputation. 1 am aware ofno discordant feelmg.s exis-

ting in any quarter within our authority—on the contrary, there seems rather to be a

commendable dhspositiou to seek the true |iath of duty, and firmly to walk therein.

I will now proceed to spread beJore you an account of my own particular stew-

ardship, during the reces.s of the Grand Chapter. To '‘Gaston Chapter No. 18,”

at Roxboro’, 1 issued a Charter, the necessary requisitions having been complied

with.

On proper application, I revived the Charter of “Chorizon Chapter No. 13,” at

Greensboro’. 'I’he fees in both cases have been placed in the Grand Treasury.

On application, in proper form, I granted a Dispensation for a new Chapter at

'Plymouth, with tiie name “Key Stone”-—John Me C. Boyle, H. P., Kader Biggs,

K., Thos. E. Piiider, S.

Also, on similar application, I granted a Dispen-ation for a new Chapter at Salis-

bury, by the name of ‘'Salisbury”—Ezekiel Myers, H. I’.. Myer Myers, K.,

Arch’d A. Calilwell. S. The lees in both instances deposited as above. Ap-

plication for Charters will probably be made at the present Convocation.

With other Companions from this place, I some time since visiteil Duplin, and

installed the Officers of “Union Chapter No. 17.” The ceremonies were per-

formed in public, and a chaste Masonic address was delivered before a large and

respectable assemblage. The effect was most gratifying.

On St.John’s day I installed the officers of Concord Chapter No. 1, m this

town— likewise public.

On two occasions I summoned a Convention of High Priests, and duly invested

with the Degree of High Priesthood, *.'ompanions E. W. Hines, H. P. of Union

Chapter No. 17, and R. G. Rankin, H. P. of Concord Chapter No. 1, both of whom
I installed.

By action of the last Grand Chapter, the whole matter relative to Edenton and

Windsor Chapters was referred to the G H. Priest, with discriminating powers in
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fne premifies. 1 am sorry to s.ty that my efforts to obtain light, have not thus far

been satisfactory. I wrote to Brother John Thompson, of Edenton, requesting

him to examine into the condition of Zerubbabel Chapter, and report to me all

particulars connected therewith; to which 1 am pleased to say. he responde 1 very

promptlv. He represents the Chapter as having ceased work altogether, since

the death of its High Priest, T. V. Hathaway; and that for some time pr-vious

it had worked very irreg ularly from variou.s causes, until finally it ceased work
altogether, and has remained in that condition for about two years. Immediately
on receiving this information, I commissioned Brother 7'hompson, in case there

was no prospect of an effort being speedily made to have the Chapter re-instated,

to take charge, in behalf of the Grand Chapter, of all its effects. I likewise en-
closed a requisition on the Secretary and other persons having property belong-

ing thereto in hand, to deliver the same over as above. No communication has
since been received from Brother Thompson.

At the same time I vi’rote Brother John R. Gilliam, of VVind.sor, to the same
purport touching Wind,sor Chapter, but have yet received no reply.

It was al.'-'o referred to the G. H. Priest to look into the affairs of Eureka Chap-
ter; consequently, I addressed a communication to the High Priest, asking in-

formaiion, and received a prompt answer from M. E. A. T. Jerkins, stating that

the Chapter, owing to uncontrolable circumstances, had remained in the same
unfortunate condition as when last reported—recently, however, it liad been re-

vived by Companion Steven.son, so that their path had become bnghtpned, and
that they were now encouraged by cheering prospects for the future. A respect-

•able Representation from that Chapter may be expected.

I also addressed the Hi^h Priest of Phooenix Chapter No. 2, relative to its con-
dition, and received a brief reply—it may be Represented the present session.

I am happy to Report that the matter relative to the old Grand Chapter Funds
has been settled through Companion W. G. Hill, D. G. H . P., and that the amount
of Si 00 has been paid over, and received in full for the indebtednes.s of the former G
Treasurer, Companion E. B. Freeman, and is now placed in the Grand Treasury.
Companion Freeman has always expressed a willingness to make a settlement,

whenever the amount of his liability could be saiisfactorily ascertained, the diffi-

culty being occasioned by the loss of vouchers, but is now adjusted according to
his best recollections.

I deem no further action by the Grand Chapter, on the above cases, at the present time,

advisable, the existing Resolutions being of sufficient force to accomplish all that is desi^tn-

ed or can be expected; and I have faith that further efforts will be attended with happier
results.

All the correspondence connected with these and other official duties are subject to the
inspection ot the Grand Chapter,

Companion L. L. Stevenson, Grand Lecturer of Virginia, having been conmissloned
by the Grand Lodge of our State to impart instructions to the several Subordinate Lodges,
and being conversant with the Lectures and Work of the Arch Degrees, I thought the oc-

casion of his visits would afford a favorable opportunity to the Chapters to enlist his servi-

ces and profit by his teachings; accordingly, I authorized him to respond to any calls

designed to promote the views herein expressed.

From the nature ot their appointment, which cannot easily be remedied, it is well
known that Committees of the Grand Chapter, as of other similar Bodies, are generally
pressed for time to enable them sufficiently to investigate the variou.s subjects committed
to their charge, or to ernbodv in a satisfactory form their conclusions; hence, they are often
compelled to make hasty Reports, shadowing forth in some instances, positions not alto-

gether delensible; and in others, adopting phraseology liable to be disadvantageously
construed. In thus alluding to this evil, ray object is to suggest to those liable to come in
conflict, extreme caution on the one hand ; and on the other, generous forbearance.

A Resolution, requiring of all Chapters applying for a Charter a fee of $2 for each initi-

ation, said to have been adopted by the Grand Chapter, wag inadvertently omitted in the
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primed Proceedings, causing Gaston Chapter to demur, justly perhaps, to a req'uisitiola

which had not been promulgated. And I would now suggest the propriety of dispensing
with that rule, provided it he satisfactorily ascertained that other resources will ample sup-
ply the Grand Treasury. Young Chapters, with feeble means, mav sometimes he seriously

oppressed hv such exactions, however small, especially where resort is had, as is often the

case, to individual coiitribuii ms to meet emergencies.

In looking over the Grand Constitution, it seems to me to be defective in many particu-

lars, some of which I deenr it a duty to bring to your notice, as follows:

1st. In organizing a Grand Chapter, it is not provided what nuriihei of Chapters Repre-
sented shall he necessaiy to cons’itute a quorum for the transaction of business.

2d. In balloting, no provision i.s made, stipulating the number of votes each Chapter
shall be entitled to cast—in other instances the nhinber of votes alldwed can only be deter-

mined by inference.

3d, Article Third is deficient relative to the vote necessary in the election of Officers.

4th, A form of Declaration, for the fulfilment of duties, to be made by each Grand Offi-

cer previous to assumiiig his staiion, would not lie out of place.

5ih. No provision is inaile for the call of special meetings of the Grand Chapter.

6th. It is not prescribed as to what delinquencies shall subject a Chapter to suspension

or forfeiture of Charter, or what shall be the disposition of its effects under such circuin-

btances,

7th. There appears tube an important omission in not enumerating more fully the du-

ties of Grand Secretary and 'I'reasurei—in fact, the ehti'e Constitution and Cy-Laws inight

be adv.mtageou.sly revised.

A uniformity of practice in legard to the opening in the several Degrees and of transact-

ing business therein, does not prevail in our Chapters, nor is there all unanimity of sentb

ment thereon. This is certainly wrong; and it is respecllully snlunilled, that the pro(iriety

of providing a remedy be considered. On the occasion of being consulted by a Chapter,

which declined opening in the Mark Degree for work, in consequence of not lieing able,

for lack of numbers, to open first in the Arch, I commeode.l the course pursued. It would

unnece.>sarily consume your time by entering into a Icngiheiied argumetlt to prove the cot-

rectiiess o' this posilion. 'J'he que.-tioii has been em[ihalically settled in the lllue Imdge,

that HO business shall lie transacted in the inferior Uegness, saving such only as I elongg

to the work thereof, 'j'o my luiiul the same Rule is applicable in the Cha| ter. Open first

in the Sup-rior Degree, which i.s eompelent to act u|M)ii any queslinn legitimately comin'g

before it ;
decide upon the work to be done; dispen.ie willi that Degree, open in tlie next

appropriate, ilo the work, close, resume labor where you commenced, make up minulesjaud

clo.se. Here is systetn, pursuing which none may err.

There exists in the Regulations of the Grand Chapter no provi.sion relative to the phy-

sical qualifications of Candidates for admission. I notice in the Proceedings of one of the

Grand Chapters, that th- Grand Hich Priest decided against the admission ot a Master

.Mas n. in good standing, who had lost his right arm Under similar circumstances, and

being satisfied that the apidicanl was actuated by pure motives, ami not likely, in cor se-

quence of the inUfortUne, to become a burden to the Inaiilutimi. I should, with all deference,

have giveti a different deci ion. 1 am hilly aware of the ol jections that may he urged

against such practice^but they are not of sufficient wi iglil or inoineiit to overcome rny

abhorrence of depnvi.pg a worthy individnal ol the sociabilities of life, simply on the plea

that he was less fortunate and more philaiithro[iic than myself, having lost an eye ora limb

—

and that, probably, in the humane act ol r. scnnig troin daiim r or destruction a lellow crea-

ture—possibly, by the visitation of God. Would we thus add to his calamity I

The General Grand Constitution requires an unanimous vote in the admittance to mem-
bership—the provision is omitted in our Constitution. In my humble ojiiiiioir that matter

shouUI rest altogether with the Subordinates
; and neither tins or the G. G. (.'hapter should

usurp the prerogative of prescribing the leriiis upon which the ittembers ot a ( hapter shall

accept associates. And while on this suljecl, I may as well express my views a little more

fully. 'J’he Subordinates are undoubtedly bound faithfufy to observe the Laws, Rules and

Edicts of the Grand Chapter, without questioning their propriety
;
and in case oPdoubt,

the construction of the Grand High Priest must, for the time being, put it to rest. Il, in

any instance, there be encroachments or error apparent, the proper remedy must be sought,
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la the only legitimate way, by appeal to the fountain head. It should be understood, that

for every unwarranted or oppressive act of the Grand Chapter, the Subordinate Chapters

are themselves censurable ;
because, without their sanction, the cause of complaint could

never have existed.

There are some objectionable articles in the General Grand Constitution, upon which I

wish to obtain an expression by this Grand Chapter
;
but unfortunately there is not a copy

of that instruir ent at tny command. Onearticle, however, occurs tome—and that, requir-

ing a fee of §90 for a Charter. A charge .so enormous, in every point of view, would seem

to be almost a prohibition, and is uncalled for—5.50 would bea little more within the bounds

of reason. Another article, requiring an unconditional tee from all initiates, would be well

ameriderl, by leaving it with the Subordinates to exempt Clergymen at their discretion.

"W h le I would maintain the right, thus respectfully to express disapprobation of excep-

tionable Ordinances which I am not at liberty to disobey, and to insist in a becoming spirit,

for their modification
;

still, I cannot join with those in whom I perceive a disposition to

disregard the enactments of the Gen’l Grand Chapter, and to treat with contumely the power
which claims our allegiance, and which, under existing relations, we are bound to respect.

—

Without subordination and discipline, our Institution would crumble into dust—the very

example we might set, so pernicious in its bearing, would justify, in time, a similar course,

in all who fancied themselves aggrieved by tlie acts of any superior authority. Babel, in

comparison with the condition of our Temples under such circumstances, would bea per-

fect Paradise. As a distinguished Mason has aptly said, it is true, that “without an uniform
attention to discipline, no Society can expect to be permanently successful ; and discipline

can only be supporteii in all its beauty, and all its efficacy, by puisuing, in an undeviating

course, that line ot conduct marked out by the wisdom of our superior governors, and laid

down, in broad characters, in the Book of Constitutions.” And as another, equally deep
in Masonic lore, has expressed—“without this spirit of subordination growing into a /laj/i

of obedience, you cannot hope for perfect harinoriy in your proceedings; with it, you
not only insure harmony of action, but you insure also accuracy of decision.” And again

—

“-Ml tnat you have seen, my brethren, of beauty in our Order, has resulted from this spirit of

obedience.” Again, as in point, I quote the following sentiments from a recent Masonic
Circular—“Subordination to the legally constituted authority, is a cardinal virtue, which
should govern every good .Mason who has the be.st interests of the Institution constantly in

view. And so should evei v Subordinate J,edge he governed in like manner, by the same
spirit ot suliordi nation ; for it would he a matter of iinpo-ssihihly for our glorious and time-
honored Older to exht for any length of time, without complete subordination in all things,

to the Supreme Head of the Fraternity.” My motive for dwelling thus fianicularly on
this topic, will be readily appreciated, e.specially by those who are experienced in the
duties and responsibilities of station, or conversant with the high toned opinions so often
assumed.
The subject ofthe Royal and Select Degrees, threatens to become a very exciting topic ofdis-

cussion among the several Bodies claimingjurisdiction over (hern; which, it is to be feared, may
terminate in open rupture, without a due nbservance, by the parties interested, ot the great-
est circumspection to prevent it. 'I'he opinions ot the most enlightened in regard to their

origin, their legitimacy, 'heir location, and their rightful claimant, are in conflict, and a kind
of mystery seems to hang around them. As the Committee, entrusted with the investiga-

tion of that sulject, will probably make an elaborate Report, I forbear etitering into the
merits of the question , atid will sii.iply premise, that thdse Degrees have been placed, by
recognized authority, under the control of the several Chapters, within whose jurisdiction
there exists no Council. That aulh.arity, as I beh ive, has given lO them their only proper
location—after the Arch. I do not insist upon their being the legifim.''ie property of the
Chapters; if such, however, he not, the case, no time should be lost for theii lesal allain-
moiit, providing a cotisiimnr.ition so devoutly to be wished weie possible. 'J'iiis Gratul Chap,
ter can enter into no arraiigement for the acquirement or disposal of those Degrees—that is

the prerogative of the Gen. Grand Chapter, in whose councils, however, we have a voice
and can exercise an influence.

I present a copy of the .Act oflncorporation of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina,
which I recommend to be published in the Proceedings, for pre ervation.

I also recommend an appropriation, by the Grand Chapter, for the purpose of defraying
the expense of a suitable set of .lewels and Collars, the. cost of which may not exceed 5200 ,

spidcuTienB and eutimates beiug in mv potisetaion.
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Having communicated, imperi'cctly, all such matteis as to me appear of iutcrcsl to the craft,

and freely expressed my views through the prosecution of that object, I will only add a
word in regard to the Chapters, whose condition at the present time, seems to require no
extended legislation, and whose operations will be least liable to be embarrassed by the cau-
tious introduction of Resolutions.

That we may meet, and act, and part on true Masonic principles; and that the amount
of good done at this Convocation, will exceed the anticipations of those for whom we labor,

and command the plaudits of our brethren at large, is truly the desire of tny heart.

P. W. FANNING, G. H, P.

Companion L. L. Stevenson, special Lecturer, submit-

ted the following report, which was received and ordered
to be placed upon the minutes.

To M. E. P. W. Fanning, Grand High Priest, of the Grand Chapter of

North Carolina.

M. E. Sir and Companion :

In accordance to a prescript issued under your
sign manual, bearing date February 23d, A. D. 1850, A. I. 2380, which is here-

with returned, authorising me to act as your Deputy in Lecturing and instruct-

ing the Chapters under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina in

the true work of the sublime degrees, until the present Grand Annual Convocation,

I have visited and given instructions to the following Chapters, to wit:

Union Chapter No. 17, Duplin, with which I remained only one day andnight,

in consequence of the Companions not being enabled to remain together for a

longer time
;
I conferred all the Chapter Degrees (during that time) including the

Royal and Select Master, on three candidates. M. E. Eli W. Hines, High Priest,

andmany others of the members, are zealous, and devoted craftsmen, but the time

was too limited to enable me to impart to them all the information that is neces-

sary to make them perfect workmen in those beautiful degrees. I next visited

Newbern, and was met with open arms by the members of Eureka Chapter No. 7,

who were all anxiety to resume their labors, but needed information to enable

them to do so; 1 spent several w’eeks with them very pleasantly to myself, and I

hope and believe profitably to them. While there, there were fifteen Exalta-

tions. I installed the officers, M. E. A. T. Jerkins, High Priest, whom I believe to

be qualified to execute the work in a style that will do credit to R. A. Masonry
in North Carolina. I also visited Plymouth, at which place M. E. John Me C.

Boyle, High Priest, and others, had received a Dispensation authorising the open-

ing of a Royal Arch Chapter, in which I assisted them while there
;
there were

eighteen Exalted. I installed the officers, and left them well qualified to do

the work in a masterly manner. I am delighted to find that Royal Arch Mason-
ry has taken a start in this State, and have no doubt but that with a proper fost-

ering care on the part of your Grand Body, the number of Chapters will be treb-

bled before your next Annual Convocation.

Most respectfully and Fratenially submitted.
‘

L. L. STEVENSON, G. L.
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TUESDAY, June 4th, 1350—9 O’CLOCK, A. M.

7 he Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

:

M. E. P. W. Fanning,
“ “ A. Martin,

T. W. Brown,
R. G. Rankin,

J, W. Cosby,
'' John Banks,

G. H. P.

P. G. H. P.

G, Treasurer.

G. Sec’y.

G. Marshal.

G. Tyler.

Representatives from Subordinate Chapters.

Concord No. 1, R. G. Rankin, H, P.

Concord No. 5, Win. G. Thomas, H. P.

Eureka No. 7, A. T. Jerkins, H. P.

Raleigh No. 10, J. W. Cosby,

Union No. 17, E. W. Hines, H. P., L. R. Loftin.

Visitor.—M. E. L. L. Stevenson, P. G. H. P. of Grand
Chapter of Virginia.

Reports from the following Committees were submitted.

By Companion Jerkins, from the Committee on unfinished

business.

The Committee on unfinished business, beg leave to report

:

That the portion of the report of the Committee on Foreign correspondence
relating to the Royal and Select Degrees, and which was referred to a special

Committee, is the only unfinished business of the last Convocation.

A. T. Jerkins, ^

R. G. Rankin,
Committee.

By Companion Brown, from the Committee on Returns;
The Committee on Returns beg leave to report that they have examined the

Returns of the several Subordinate Chapters placed in their hands, and are pleas-
ed to find them generally correct. It appears from the Returns that there have
been during the past year 108 Exaltations, as follows

:

Key Stone Chapter (u. d.) 18
Salisbury Do. (u. d.) 16

Eureka Do. No. 7, 15
Raleigh Do. No. 10, 20
Concord Do. No. 1, 20
Concord Do. No. 5, 6
Union Do. No. 17, 13

Your Committee are happy to state that there have been no Deaths or Expul-
sions to report since our last Convocation.
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The following Chapters have made no returns

:

Roanoke Chapter No. 4, Halifax,

Phoenix No. 2, Fayetteville,

Gaston No. 18, Roxboro,
T. W. Brown, Committee.

Your Committee to whom was referred the application of Keystone Chapter, Ply-
mouth, and Salisbury Chapter, Salisbury, for Charters, and accompanying documents,
embracing Proceedings, By-Laws and Returns, have duly e.xamined the same, and find

that the Proceedings of Plymouth Chapter have been regular, and in accordance with
Masonic usage. Their By-Laws we find do not conflict with the Grand Constitution. We
therefore recommend that a Charter or warrant of Constitution issue to that Chapter.
We find some few irregularities in the Proceedings of Salisbury (,'hapter, which are

however, unimportant, and with a new Chapter, sometimes unavoidable; in this instance
they are excusable. We find nothing objectionable in their By Laws, as far as they
go, but think they will find that they are not sufficiently comprehensive in their pro-
visions

;
additions, therefore, might be made, the importance of which they will no doubt

readily admit if brought to their notice.

We therefore recommend that a (Uiarter issue to that Chapter, under its proper
number, accompanied with such suggestions by the Grand High Priest as he may deem
proper, in reference to their By-Laws.
We cannot submit this report without expressing our gratification at the almost un-

precedented prosperity of these two new Chapters, and a hope for future success.
Respectfully submitted, A. Martin, )

L tt» t ? v>OHl lC0»
. R. LoftiNjJ

By Companion Martin, from the Committee on Credentials.

The Committee on Credentials, since making their report, have received

from Companions J. T. Marriott and J. W. Cosby, a certificate from the

High Priest, King and Scribe, of Salisbury Cliapter, appointing them as

delegates to represent that Chapter, at this Grand Convocation.

We find the Credentials in due form, but find that agreeable to Article 1st

of the Grand Constitution, no proxy can be recognized, unless he be a mem-
ber of the Chapter he represents; that Chapter, therefore, will not be repre-

sented at this Convocation. A. Martin,
J. W. Cosby,

All of which were received and adopted.

Committee.

By Companion Martin, from the Special Committee on the

address of the M, E. G. H. P., which was received

and adopted :

Your Committee in whose charge the Report of the M. E. G. H. Priest

was placed for proper reference, recommend that the several subjects embra-

ced therein be refered to the following Committees, viz :

So much as relates to the fees of Chapters under Dispen-
sation, to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters.

So much as relates to the Constitution and By-Laws, to

a Special Committee.
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So much as relates to the transaction of Inisiness by the-

Chapters, while open in the preparatory Degrees, to the-

Committee on Proceedings and Returns.

So much as relates to the Physical qualifications of Can-

didates, to a special Committee.

So much as relates to the fees for Charters required by

the General Grand Chapter, and all other matters embra-

ced in the Report, not especially provided for, to a Special

Committee.

The subject of the Royal and Select Degrees is already

in the hands of a Committee, and therefore no necessity ex-

ists for referring it. Respectfully submitted,

Committees appointed,

On Constitution and By-Laws, Companions Martin and
Rankin.

On Physical qualifications of Candidates, Comp’s Cosby
and Jerkins.

On Fees for Charters, required to be charged by the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, and all other matters embraced
in the report, not otherwise provided for, Companions
Thomas and Marriott.

On motion of Companion Rankin,
Resolved, That the election of Officers take place at 8 o’clock this evening.

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter elect a Grand Lecturer, for the pres-

ent year, and that his services be paid by the Chapters, on such terms as

he and they may agree.

The Grand Chapter called olf ’till 4 o’clock, P. M.

TUESDAY. 4 O’CLOCK P. M.
The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

:

M. E. P. W. Fanning, G. H, Priest.

P. G. H. P.“ “ A. Martin,
“ T. W. Brown,

“ R. G, Rankin,
“ J. W. Cosby,
“ A. P. Repiton,
“ John Banks,

G. Chaplain.

G. Tyler.

G. T.

G. S.

G. M.
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Representatives from Ruhordmale Chapters.

Concord No. 1, R. G. Jlankin, H. P., A. A. Brown, S.

C.'oiicord No. 5, W. G. Thomas, H. P.,

lAireka No. 7, A. T. Jerkins, H. P.
Rnleigh No. 10, J. VV. Cosby,
Union No. 17, E. W. Hines, H. P., L. R. Loftin.

Visitors—M. E. L. L. Stevenson, P. G. H. P, of Grand
Chapter of Va

,
Companions T. Burr, Jr., Donald Mac-

Rae, James T. Mdler, James Griswold, E. J. Lutterloh,

H. P. Ru.ssell, D. Teller.

Companion Martin, from the Special Committee on the

Royal and Select Degrees, submitted the following report,

which was received and laid over to the next regular Com-
munication for consideration.

To THE M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

Your Committee upon the proper jurisdiction of the Royal and Select Degrees,
and the order in which they should be conferred by the Chapters, present their

report under the unpleasant conviction, that they have failed to accomplish all

that was anticipated, by this Grand Chapter from their appointment. Yet we
trust that the difficulty under which we have laboured, from a want of opportu-

nity for consultation, and the consequent impossibility of any concert of action in

this investigation, will be accepted as a sufficient apology for the very imperfect
manner in which our duty has been discharged.

The subject referred to us is one in which we conceive none of the great

principles of Masonry to be involved, save that of justice, and which alone renders
it a matter of any very serious importance, and we believe it was the influence

of this principle that determined this Grand Chapter to enter upon the investiga-

tion and inquiry, as to what particular jurisdiction these degrees belong; we re-

gret therefore that we are not prepared to present such information as will enable
it to take any final action at its present Convocation. The difficulties encounter-

ed in the pursuit of light on this question of jurisdiction are various, and perple.v-

ing, and it is only by a united effort of all the Grand Bodies interested in it, that

any thing definite or conclusive, can be elicited; as it is now attracting very general

attention, we trust the true histor}' of these degrees, since they reached this Con-
tinent, will ere long be unfolded.

As au.viliaries of the Royal Arch, we have always viewed the Royal and Select

Degrees as useful and very appropriate in that connection. They open to view
what we believe to be a true history of the events that gave birth to that Degree,
and which without them are very obscure and unsatisfactory; and we should

regret the loss of them more for that, than any other reason. Yet if we are hold-

ing them under claims founded in usurpation, we should yield them up with as

little delay as possible.

We find upon unquestionable authority, that these Degrees can be traced from
Frederick II, King of Prussia, who w'as Most Puissant Sov. Grand Commander
of the 33d Degree, at Berlin, and that Brother Stephen Morin, was invested by
his representative in Paris, wnth authority, in 1761, under the title of Sov. Grand
Inspector General, to transmit the ineffable degrees to America, and that he effec-

ted this, by the appointment of Brother Henry A. Franker, as Deputy Ins. Gend,



with pov\cr to ap[>oiiit Ollier DepuUes. Tliis Brother proceeded to St. Doniingo,

in 1764 or '65, and finding tliere was some uncertainty ol' his visiting thiscoumi}-,

he appointed Brother hloses Michael Hays his Deputy, but subsequently came to

New York himself, and Hays came to Massachusetts, where they arrived in 1T66,

and where they disseminated the ineffable Degrees, the lloyal and Select, being

among those confided by them to the Councils established under their authority.

In 1778, a Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem was established in Charles-

ton, S. C., by Inspectors having authority from the same source, and with this

Council the Royal and Select Degrees were deposited, and we beleive it is not

denied that the Deputy Inspectors were the only persons at that time claiming to

have authority to disseminate them, and to fix their jurisdiction. But that they

were confided to the Grand and Supreme Councils exclusively by the Deputy In-

spectors, has been denied by some, though we know not on what authority.

That it was ever contemplated by Frederick of Prussia, who is claimed as the

source of all authority over these Degrees, that they should be placed under the

control of any other Masonic Body than the Supreme Councils, we are not prepar-

ed to decide, but there seems to be strong presumptive evidence that it was not so

contemplated in the fact that in Europe we find that they are confined exclusively to

the Supreme Councils, and if these were claimed as regular Degrees by the Su-

preme Councils, we could not admit that such an anomaly had its origin with

the intelligent Brother from whom they were originally claimed by the Councils.

That the Councils should for so many years have quietly submitted to an unjust

usurpation of their rights, if they considered it such, is matter of surprise, but we
could not consent to found a claim on that circumstance. We are aware that

these Degrees have been placed in charge of the Grand Chapters, in some of the

States, by the Councils, after discovering that they had been imposed on by Jere.

L. Cross, who is well known to have practiced a fraud upon many of the States,

for which he was expelled by the Grand Chapter of Maryland, but presume
those Chapters would not predicate a claim upon this transfer.

The claim of the Maryland Chapters is of a date long subsequent to that of the
Supreme Council of Charleston. A knowledge of these Degrees seems to have
been communicated to Brother Philip P. Eckle, of Maryland, about the year 1812
or '13, by one Wilmer, but there is no evidence of his liaving been an Inspector,

or of his authorising Eckle to place them in charge of the Chapters
;
he however

did so place them, and in 1824, they were acknowledged by the Grand Chapter of
that State. Many of our Grand Chapters would yield up these Degrees, only un-
derthe most positive conviction of the Superior claims ol the Councils, yet we
feel assured that if satisfied that their claim is unjust they would clieerfully relin-

quish it.

To our minds the strongest claim of the Chapters may be founded on the fact of
these not being regular Degrees of the Supr. Council 33d Degree, and being only
honorary, or side degrees, such, as no regularly organized body generally pretends
to set up any exclusive claim for : all are priviliged to use. We will, however,
submit this question to abler hands, expressing a hope that the dispute may be
speedily and amicably adjusted,

_
and recommending that this Grand Chapter in-

struct its delegate to urge upon the General Grand Chapter, the importance of a
final settlement of the matter, leaving it no longer in the uncertain and perplexing
position it now occupies.

As regards the order in which the lloyal and Select Degrees should be conferred
by the Chapters. We have not given the subject any very particular attention,
regarding the settlement of the other question as first in importance. If. however,
we admit the truth of their tradition, their regular chronological order places them
below the Most Excellent IMaster’s Degree, and we cannot admit the propriety oi’

changing the order of these, more than any of the other Masonic Degrees. We
are awate that this opinion is in conflict with I\Iasonic authoritv that isnenerallv
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'esteemed conclusive, upon most points connected with the practice of our
rites, }’0t we are not convinced by anything we have seen or heard upon the sub-
ject, that our position is incorrect.

We conceive the diversity of opinion in regard to the propriety of conferring
them before the Arch, to be the result of a want of uniformity in the practice of
them. The Chapter in Maryland, the first to adopt them, saw no impropriety in

placing them below the Arch, and it is a fair presumption, that as they under-
.‘^tood and practiced them, there would have been none, or it could not have received
the sanction of men so eminently distinguished for their Masonic knowledge.
From whence then ha.s the anthoriiy for making additions to the ceremonies of
the Degrees, that render them improper to be placed below the Arch, been derived?
Has it been from the Councils, whose autliority' we do not recognize? We know
that in the Councils, they are much more elaborate in their ceremonial than in

the Chapters of either Maryland, Virginia, or North Carolina, but if we do not
acknowledge the authority of the Councils, we should not adopt their works; if

all Chapter authority had its source in Maryland, the Maryland work should be
the work of the < hapters. Discussion upon this question, however, we consider
useless, as the General Grand Chapter has placed these Degrees above the Arch,
and we cannot, therefore, indulge any preference at variance with that practice.

A. Martin.
J. W. Cosby.

Companion Rankin, from the Committee on ForeigTi

Correspondence, reported a.s follows, which was received

and adopted :

To THE Grand Royai. Arch Chapter of North Carouna.

The Cnnunitlee on Foreign CorrefiiOntlence lieg leave to report:

't’hat they 'nave to regret the intercliange proH'ered to our sister Grand ('hapters has
not heeri more fully reeiprocaled.

Tile proceedings ol the Grand Chapters of .Maine, Ohio, Missouri, Indiana, Virginia

and Florida, are all that have been placed in their pos.<ession, and these have received a

careful consideration. From them they are pleased to learti the continued pio.-perity of

our O'der; that it is spreading through the length and breadth of our laud, and gathering

in its foMs many valuable co-workeis. bringing with them, that which is tar better than

numerical sliength, a spirit of research, and practical illustration ol its sublime
]
rinciples.

Questions ol general inlerestto the craft liave been discussed, and will receive from your
(tonunillee a brief notice.

The question of tlie proper head and position of the Koval and Select Degrees claims

the attention of our sister Grand Chapters as well as our own.

It is one of the higli prerogatives of the General Grand Chapter to decide all questions

alTectiiig the interests of the craft, and it .“hould. at its ricxl session, afler due consideration,

act boldlv and decisively. Claim them or prohibit them, and let them be no longer a matter

ol’ load regulation.

On this subject the Committee on Foreign Corrcs|)ondem'c for the Grand Chapter of

Missouri, “suggest that the Royal and tfeleel Degrees should not be confered within their

jurisdielion, until the Genera! Grand Chaf)ter, or its proper offieers, shall delermiiie, not by
sugge.stions, but bv positive law or inslrnelions, the older and mannerin which they- shall be

conlcrreti, and thry eanu'stiv hope, tliat all who owe it allegiance will eheeifully submit,

even though these Degrees should'be surrendered to that Body, which perhaps possesses

higher claims.”

VVitli whatever tenacity vve may adliere to the opinion of our right to these Degrees,

we can safely [ironiise for North Carolina, a cheerful submission to the will other acknowl-

edged head— all she asks is that the question be settled, as your Committee, believe, with

our Companions in .Missouri, "that it would be far belter for the cfalt that the Degrees

should cease to exist, than eoutinuc the pre.sfiit strife and contention about tbci'r Chronolo-

gy end leci’.ion.”
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As to the proper mode of settlement, vie believe that the course proposed by the Grand
Chapter at its last Convocation in the following Resolution is correct:

“Resolved, That it is the opinion of. this Grand Chapter, that the only

way in which this question can be permanently, and amicably settled, will

be for the General Grand Chapter, at its next Convocation, to recommend
a Convocation of Delegates from each Chapter claiming the Degrees, as well

as the Councils and other Associations making claim thereto, for the purpose

of determining to whom they properly belong, and confirming one or the

other of the claimants in the right to them.”

From the able report of (he Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chap-
ter of Florida, we see that that Grand Body, influenced by a desire to promote harmony
and good will among her brethren, petitioned at the last General Grand Convocation for

recognition.

Her reception was attended with conditions that could not be accepted without a sacri-

fice of dignity and Masonic principles, entirely disproportioned to any advantages gained

by adhering to the General Grand Chapter as it now exists.

She has withdrawn her petition, and while we regret the conditions imposed, we most
admire the independent position she has assumed. We see no reason for declining a Cor-

respondence or ceasing to meet her in an interchange of fraternal feeling.

The Grand Chapter of Ohio decided that it was “improper to exalt Master Masons not

of hale and entire limbs,”

V\ e think the rule too general—peculiar cases may and will occur, in which it would be

uncharitable, to make the niisfo tunes of a Brother, eminently worthy, a b.mier to the en-

joyment of our social rights.

It would be no departure from the spirit of the Ancient landmarks, to confer the Degrees
upon one capable of receiving instruction, and of earning an honest livelinood, arid confi-

dence should be placed in Subordinate Chapters, before whom such cases must arise, that

they will decide judiciously.

In Indiana the M. E. G. H. Priest of that Grand Chapter “solicits attention to the

high prerogratives claimed by some for the High Priests of Chapters, placing them above
the jurisdiction of the Bodies over which they preside in regard to oflicial or moral con-
duct.” To the report of the special Committee on that subject we would invite your
attention.

A High Priest is peculiarly bound to support the By-Laws and Rcgnlations, and is only
amenable to the Grand Chapter lor any dereliction of duly, oflicial or moral. Exalted as

he is above his fellows, undoubted powers should be used with caution, doubtful powers
never assumed by him.

In Virginia, “the operation of a suspension in a Blue Lodge on a Royal Arch Mason,
and the reverse,” was considered and decided with the correctness that usually marks the
course of our enlightened Companions of that State.

The practice in this State is, that the Suspension of a Roval Arch Mason, does not ne-
cessarily depnve him of the rights of Masonry ; the Suspension from a Lodge of Master
Masons deprives him of all its rights and benefits. The very foundation upon which he was
exalted is destroyed.

In this practice, we are happv to coincide with the Grand Chapter of Virginia.
In Missouri, the following Resolution was adopted :

“That the Grand Chapter has not the power under the General Grand Constitution to

admit to fellowship any new Grand Chapter, unless duly notified by the proper officers of
the General Grand Chapter, 4-c.

”

We must plead ignorance of this feature of the Constitution ; if it be so, let it be forth-
with amended.

free interchange engenders sociability, corrects error, establishes principles, affords
opportunity to rejoice or sympathize. Of this right we should not be deprived.

That Grand Chapter, very properly calls the attention of the General Grand Officers,
to the great responsibilities voluntarily assumed by them, and which for more than half a
century, with few exceptions, have been entirely neglected.

This Grand Chapter at its second .Annual Convocation, expressly declared, that “one of
the principal objecls of a General Grand Chapter, is undoubtedly to establish a uniform
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tuode ot work; now il all due diliycnce be not excreised, there is a grievous iaull, in tlie-

sin of which North Carolina will be equally implicated, should she fail to put forth her
energies to reform.”

As the General Grand Chapter will convene in a few months, your Committee have
thought proper to revive this subject, and invite the attention of that Body, should it fail to

notice. North Caroiina will have performed her duty, and cannot be implicated in the
sin of emission.

And this leads your Committee to questions, requiring caretul and serious consideration.

Has the General Grand ('hapter performed the great end and object of its formation 1

One great object was to establish a uniform mode of work. Has this been donel
•Another, to produce good feeling, and unanimity throughout the various Masonic institu-

tions, spread over our whole extent of country. Has this been done, or rather has it not
produced the reverse I Can it accomplish either “great end” when but one half the Grand
Chapters acknowledge its power, others bitterly disclaiming all allegiance 1

Your Committee are of opinion that a Supreme Tribunal should be such in effect, as
well as in name ; that a power to be complete, should possess the essentials necessary to its

perfect execution. Authority loses effect, and becomes ridiculous or dangerous, when
feebly grasped or tyranically employed.
The General Grand Chapter was established for certain purposes; it has not been success-

ful ; it is an institution, unstable, imperfect, and feeble. Holding a meeting but once in

three years, continuing in session a week, perhaps a longer time, possibly not so long, the

Grand delegates transact the business according to their best abilities, hurried doubtless by
the natural desire to return to their distant homes and avocations, promulge a few decrees

for the government and adoption of Subordinates, and disperse, leaving a long interval of

vacation for mooted points to arise, and conflicts of jurisdiction to disturb the amicable
relationship which should ever exist between members of the same order.

What good can such an institution effect, without power to compel universal obedience

to its mandates. Sustained by a bare majority of the States composing the Union, it is

manifestly impossible that it can discharge the high purposes of its creation, produce uni-

formity, on questions of law or practice.

The Federal government, formed by the transfer of a portion of delegated power from
the States composing the American Union, is the model of perfected wisdom. Whatever
analogy ever existed between it and the G. G. Chapter is no longer perceptible ; the one
moves in harmony and moral grandeur, the other inefficiently and feebly

;
the one respect-

ed and reverenced—the other partially esteemed—one a noble spectacle, admired at home,
feared abroad—the other breathing uncertain existence.

Another objection to the General Grand Chapter, is its legislative powers. Formed years

ago, when Royal Arch Masonry was but comparatively in its infancy, the Grand Chapters

uniting in its creation, by granting too wide a field for legislation, invested it with that

power which should have been reserved to the States ; in the exercise of this power, it has

not at ail times used due caution.

From States where Masonry has for years had the flourishing existence of manhood,
representation at its triennial Convocations has been full

;
places distant, just springiiig into

life, if represented at all, are compelled to transfer their privilege to others, thus placing

power in the hands of a few.

Social regulations adopted by delegates reflecting the feelings and wants of all portions

of a State, are acted upon, and hastily confirmed or neglected by those ignorant of the con-

dition of Masonry within its borders.

The extension of its jurisdiction has therefore been but gradual. Many Grand Chapters,

appreciating the advantages that might accrue, influenced by feelings of reverence, desirous

of promoting harmony, have been induced to give a reluctant consent to its powers.

A spirit of dissatisfaction prevails to a greater or less extent, with all our sister Grand

Chapters, ft affects the harmony of Masonry—crimination gives rise to re-crimination

—

opinions advanced with firmness, are considered pertinacious. To remedy this, is the duty of

every good Mason. The General Grand Chapter cannot secure the affection of Subordi-

nates. Without unanimity, harmony is impossible. To endeavor to secure this unanimity,

your Committee would respectfully recommend, that the General Grand Chapter, at its

next I’onvocation, so remodel its Conslitutian as to confine its powers

:

1st, To prescribing a uniform mode of work.
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•^d. To have jurisdiction over the Grand Chapters of the United States, and adjudication

of all questions or differences arising between them.

3d. To have sole jurisdiction in States and Territoriiies where no Grand Chapter exists.

Confined to this, it would have sufficient business to occupy its attention ; discharging

faithfully these duties, it will have done all that can be required.

Divested of all legislative powers, no Grand Chapter could be called upon to sacrifice its

rights or local regulations, and all could meet in full fellowship and unite in due reverence

to our “Exalted head.”

Composed as it would be of those who simply held delegated powers, no P. G. G. Offi-

cers should be allowed to vote—its Convocations should be biennial—its location permanent

and convenient, or else occasionally a place of meeting nearer and easier of access to those

young in existence, and less able to afford the expense of representation.

These things it should do : then would we, znrfecrf, “be in full communion with all our

sister Grand Chapters” and joyfully interchange with all, those courtesies which ever

delight the wise, the good, and the benevolent, and those who dwell together in unity.

In conclusion. Companions, permit us to congratulate you on the high position main-
tained by our beloved order. Its progress is onward! onward ! It will ever be so, as long as

its members are influenced by its principles, and obey its moral precepts.

Let ours then be the noble duty of transmitting it, unimpaired, and as a brighter “jewel,”

to those who succeed us, ROBT. G. RANKIN, Chairman.

The Committee on the Constitution and By-Laws
reported :

Recommending that the present’ Constitution and By-
Laws be referred to a Committee of three, for amend-
ment, to report at the next Annual Convocation.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed Companions A. Martin,

L, H. Marsteller, and Asa A. Brown, said Committee, and
on motion, the M. E. G. H. Priest was added.

The following reports were submitted and adopted :

By Companion Martin, from the Committee on Charters

and Dispensations,

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was referred such
portion of the address of the M. E. G. H. P. as relates to fees of Chapters under
Dispensation, recommend that hereafter no fees be charged to such Chapters,
provided that they shall apply for a Charter at the first Convocation of this

Grand Chapter, after the date of their Dispensation, and in case the time should
be extended for their accommodation, they shall pay for that year the regular fee
of chartered Chapters.

Also that the fees charged to the Chapter under Dispensation that have paid
$90 for their Charters, be refunded, and that the amount paid by Union Chapter, over
the sum of $90, be also refunded. A. MARTIN, )

L. R. LOFTIN,
1

Committee.

By Companion Cosby, from tlie Committee on Accounts.

The Committee on Accounts beg leave to report that they have performed
the duty assigned them. They find that the Books of the Grand Secretary
and Treasurer have been well and correctly kept, and proper Vouchers ex-
hibited for all payments.
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By the report of the Committee on Accounts at our last Grand Convo-
cation, it appears that a balance was left in the hands of the Grand Trea-
surer of $180 00
The receipts for the present year are as follows :

From Chorazin Chapter No. 13, ... 15 OO
Dispensation for Keystone Chapter, - 90 00

“ do. Salisbury, - - 90 00
Exaltations, Gaston Chapter No. 18, - - 28 00
Check E. B. Freeman, - - - 100 00
Dues of Concord Chapter No. 1,

- - 15 00
Dues of Concord Chapter No. 5, - - 15 00
Dues of Eureka No. 7, - - 15 00
Dues of Raleigh No. 10, - - 15 00
Exaltations, Keystone (u. d.) . . - 36 00
Dues of Union Chapter No. 17, - - 15 00
Exaltations, Salisbury (u. d.) - - - 30 00

$644 30
Disbursments for past year, - - 75 13

Leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasurer, $569 17

The following Chapters are in arrears for their dues, viz :

Phoenix No. 2, Fayetteville, for 3 years, $45 00
Gaston No. 18, “ 1 “ 16 00

Roanoke No. 4, 15 qo
Respectfully submitted. J. W. Cosby, 7

E. W. Hines, S
Committee.

By Companion Cosby, from the Committee on Physical

qualifications of Candidates.

The Committee to whom was referred that portion of the M. E. G. H.
Priest’s Communication in relation to the Physical qualifications of candi-

dates, report, that as the whole subject has been fully investigated and

reported upon, satisfactorily, by the Committee on Foreign Correspondence,

they would simply concur in that report, together with that portion of the

M. E. G. H. P’s. communication relating to this subject, and ask to be dis-

charged from its further consideration.

John W Cosby, 7 Committee.
Alonzo P. Jerkins, \ .

By Companion Jerkins, from the Committee on Claims.

The Committee on Claims beg leave to report, that there is no business

to come before them for their action, and ask to be discharged.

A. T. Jerkins, 7

A. A. Brown, S
Committee.
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Companion Rankin offered the following Resolution,

wddch w^as adopted :

Resolved, That the M. E. P. W. Fanning, be authorised to procure tlie

necessary Jewels and Collars for this Grand Chapter, as recommended in

his address.

The Grand Chapter called off until 8 P. M.

i

TUESDAY EVENING. JUNE 4th, 1850.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT:
M. E. P. W. Fanning,

A. Martin,

T., W. Browm,
R. G. Rankin,

J. W. Cosby,

John Banks,

G. II. P.

P. G. H. P.

G. Treasurer,

G. Sec'ju

G. Marshal,

G. Tyler.

Visitors—hi. E. L. L. Stevenson, P. G. II. P. of G.
Chapter of Virginia, Companions D. Teller, J. Lyons,
J. B. Russell, H. W. Foy, M. Cronly, L. MacRae, John
Nutt, George Harriss.

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Offi-

cers, which resulted as follows :

M. E. P. W. Fanning, of Wilmington, G. H. P.

J. W. Cosby, of Raleigh, G. K.
,

A. T. Jerkins, of Newbern, G. S.

T. W. Brown, of Wilmington, G. T.
R. G. Rankin, of Wilmington, G. Sec’y.

Rev. Wm. Gloss,
, G. C.

Wm. G. Thomas, of Tarboro’, G. M.
L. L. Stevenson, G. L.

On motion of Companion Rankin, it was

Resolved, That the installation of Officers take place to-morrow at 10

o’clock A. M., and that M. E. L. L. Stevenson, P. G H. P. of the Grand
Chapter of Virginia, be invited to install the M. E. G, H. P. elect.

Companion Brown, from the Committee on Proceedings
and Returns, submitted t]ie following report, which was
rec-eived and adopted :



'I'he Committee on Proceedings and Returns of Subordinate Chapters, to

whom was referred that portion of the M. E. G. H. Priest’s communication
relating to the business of the Chapters while, open in the preparatory

degrees, beg leave to report that it will not hereafter be competent for any
Subordinate Chapter to open or work in any inferior degree, without first

opening in the Arch, in which degree only it is proper to transact business,

and in which the minutes must be made up.

Respectfully submitted,

T. W. Brown, Committee.

The Grand Chapter called otf until to-morrow, 10
o’clock A. M. R. G. Rankin, Sec’v.

I

WEDNESDAY 10 A. M., JUNE 5th, 1850.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

:

M. E. P. W. Fanning, G. H. P.

A. Martin, P. G. H. P.

T. W. Brown, G. T.
R G. Rankin, G. S.

J. W. Cosby, G. M.
L. L. Stevenson, G. L.

John Banks, G, Tyler.

Representatives from Subordinate Chapters.

Concord No. 1, R. G. Rankin, H. P.

Concord No. 5, Wm. G. Thomas, H. P.

Eureka No. 7, A. T, Jerkins, H, P.

Raleigh No. 10, J. W. Cosby, and J. T. Marriott.

Union No. 17, E. W. Hines, H. P., and L. R. Loftin.

M. E. P. W. Fanning was duly installed as G. H. Priest,

for the ensuing year, by M. E. L. L. Stevenson, P. G.

H. Priest of Va.
,

The M. E. appointed,

Comp’s W. G. Hill, of Raleigh,
“ C. H. Jordan, of Person,

“ J. T. Marriott, of Raleigh,

C. H. Webb, of Halifax,

“ E. W. Hines, of Huplm,
“ E. Myers, of Salisbury,
“ John Banks, of Wilmington,

D. G. H. P
G. P, S.

G. R. A. C.

G. M. 3 V.
G. M. 2 V.

G. M. 1 V.

G. Tyler.
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The othcers present, and those absent by proxy, Avere

duly installed in their respective offices by the M. E. G.

H. Priest.

Companion Thomas submitted the following report

;

The Committee on that portion of tlie address of the M. E. G. H. P. on

fees for Charters which the General Grand Chapter requires its Subordi-

nate to charge, and all other matters embraced in said report not otherwise

provided for, beg leave to report, that on the subject of fees for Charters,

they recommend this Grand Chapter to instruct its delegate to the General

Grand Chapter to bring this subject before that body, and endeavor to have

the amount reduced.

The Committee fully concur in the views of the G. II. P. of this Chapter,

in respect to the requisition of unconditional fees from all initiates. We
are of the opinion that to extend an exemption to Clergymen, besides being

in accordance with the usual courtesies of society, Avould often induce rnanv''

of them to seek the higher Degrees in Masonry, and thereby enable them to

gain such light as would, almost inevitably, produce favorable impressions

of our order on their minds, as well as on those over whom they may have
influence.

We are clearly of the opinion, that the provision of the General Grand
Constitution requiring a unanimous vote in the admission to membership,
should be cancelled, and leave the matter to the control of the Subordinates

entirely. We can add nothing to the forcibleness of the views expressed
by the G. H, Priest on the subject.

Companion Marriott, from the Committee on proceedings
of Subordinate Chapters, made the following report, which
was received and adopted

—

The Committee on Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters, beg leave
further to report : ^

'

Whereas, Phoenix Chapter No. 2, Fayetteville, has, since the organization
of this Grand Chapter, failed to send a Representative, and in making returns:

Resolved, That the M. E. G. H. Priest be requested to enquire into the cause,
and take such steps as he may deem necessary.

Respectfully submitted.

Committee.

The Grand Chapter called off until 3 P. M.
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\\ED.NE«DAY .U-TERNOON, 3 O’CLOCK.

The Grand Chapter resumed Labor.

PRESENT

:

M. E. P. W. Fannincr, G. H. P.
“ “ J. W. Cos!>y,

^ G. K.
A. T. Jt'rkiii.s, G. S.

G. Rankin, G. Sec’y-
“ Win G. Thomas, G. Marshal.
•• John Banks, G. Tyler.

Representatives from Subordinate Chapters.

Concord No. 1. R. G.^ Rankin, H. [\

Concord No. 5, Win. G. Thomas, II. F.

Eureka No. .7, A. '1'. Jerkins, H. P.

iialeigh No. 10, J. W. Cosby, and J. T. Marriott.

Union No. 17, E. \V. Hines, H. P,

ATsitors—Companions D. W. McMillan, H. P. Russell.

On motion of Companion Thomas,

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter be, and are hereby
{)reseiited, to St. John’s Lodge No, 1, and Concord Chapter No, 1, for their

jiolite civilities and the use of tlieir Hall.

On motion of Companion J, T. Marriott,

Ordered, That the sum of 'I'wenty-live Dollars be allowed Companion
R. G. Rankin, for his services as Grand Secretary, and that the Grand
Treasurer pay the same.

On motion of Companion Rankin,

Resolved, That a Committee of Finance, consisting of M. E. G. H. P.
P. W. Fanning, A. Martin, and T. W. Brown, be appointed for the present

year, who shall invest -such amount of Funds of the Grand Chapter as they

may think advisable.

Roanoke Chapter, No. 4 paid dues to 1850, $15.

No fmther business appearing, the Grand Chapter clo.sed

in solemn form, to meet again on the first Monday in June,

1851. R.^G. RANKIN. G. Secretary.
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V’lLMiNGTON, June 4th, I860.

The Grand Chapter of North Carolina,

In Account with T. W. Brown, Grand Treasurer.

1849, June 5. By balance of Cash on hand, - - - $180 30

1850, Jan. 24. Received from Secretary, - - - 90 00
Mar. 6. Do. do. . 9Q 00

,, June 4. Do. do. “ - - - - 284 00

$644. 30

1849, June 5.
“ “

5.
i( a g
“ July 23.

23

Grand Chapter, Dr.
To Cash paid L. C. Pender, $12 88
“ “ Grand Secretary, 20 00
“ “ Paid Tyler, .16 00
" “ ‘‘ A. A. Brown for Printing, 20 25
“ “ “ Henry Jones, 6 00 75 13

Balance on hand, - - ,
‘

. $569 17

Examined and found correct. P. W. FANNING,
For Committee.

WILMINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5th, 1850, A. I., 2380.

A Council of High P7'iests assembled at the Hall of
St. Johns'' Lodge, No. 1.

PRESENT

:

M. E. \i. L. Stevenson, P. G. H. P. of Va., President
“ A. Martin, Master of Ceremonies.
ti «; p Fanning, Conductor.
“ R. G. Rankin, Recorder.
“ “ Eli W. Hines,
“ James Griswold,
“ •• L. R. Loftin,
“ Wm. G. Thomas. 1

M. E. Comp’ll A. T. Jerkins, of Eureka Chapter No. 7,

Newbern, presented a certificate of election as H. Priest

of that Chapter, and was consecrated a “High Priest,” after

the order of Melchisedec. in solemn form.
.

' ROBT. G RANKIN, Recorder.
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Annual Returns of Chapters working under the jurisdic-

‘tion of this Grand Chapter.

Concord Chapter No. 1,—Wilmington.

OFFICERS:

M. E. Robt. G. Rankin, High Priest.
“ “ L. H. Marsteller, Kin^.

A. A. Brown, Scribe.

Comp. A. Paul Repiton, Secretary.
“ John A. Taylor, Treasurer.

Geo. Harriss, Captain of the Host.
“ D. McMillan, Principal Sojourner.
“ E. J. Lutterloh, Royal Arch Captain.
“ H. P. Russell, Master 3d Veil.
“ A. MacRae, Jr. Master 2d Veil.
“ S. Teller, Master 1st Veil.

A. Paul Repiton, Chaplain.
“ John Banks, Janitor.

MEMBERS

:

P. W. Fanning, G. H. P. James T. Miller,

Alfred Martin, P. G. H. P. D. A. Lament,
Alex. McRae, Sr., P. H. P. Robert Fenner,
Isaac Northrop, P. H. P. A. B. Chesnutt,

Thos. Marshall, J’reat F. Peck,

Thos. Cowan, Owen Fennell,

George R. French, J. R. Redman,
Thos. F. Gause, Thos. I. Faison,

John Christian, Wm. W. Harriss,

Rev. William Closs, Eli V. Kelly,

Talcott Burr, Jr., Benj. G. Bates,

Stephen D. Wallace, Charles B. Morris,

John Smith, Elias Wolfe,

Thos. D. Meares, Thos. W. Brown,
John S, James, H. E. Roberts,

Joseph Wilkinson, John I). Powers,

Wm. D. Smith, Rev. Wm. C. Parks,

Robert Maxwell, Wm. A. Burr,

J. R. Beaman, J. A, Silliman,

Cyrus Packard, D. Teller,

Joseph Green, Isaac B. Smith,
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William Murphy,
C. McMillan,
Alex. Lament,
Alfred Smith,
William G. Jones,

T. C. Worth,
W. J. Price,

William Huntington,

Jacob Lyon,
William C. Howard,

0, L. Fillyaw,

John McAuslin,
Rev. S. H. Brown,
Thos. F. Robeson,
Richard Morris,

H. W. Foy,
Joseph B. Russell,

John Nutt,

Owen Holmes,
Mich’l Cronly.

Admitted 0, Exalted 20, Withdrawn 1, Deaths 0, Expul-
sions 0, Suspensions 0, Rejections 0.

Robt. G. Rankin, H. P.

Attest, A. Paul Refiton, Sec’y.

Phcenix, No. 2,—Fayetteville,—No Returns.

Roanoke, No. 4,—Halifax.

OFFICERS:
M. E. Win. W. Daniel,

“ Wm. E. Lane,
“ “ John T. Pope,

Comp. A. V. Russell,

C. N. Webb,
W. W. Brickell,

Wm. H. Underhill,
“ John W. Heptinstall,

Thos. G. Lowe,
“ F, S. Marshall,
“ J. J. Anderson,
“ H. A. Sledge,

High Priest.

King.

Scribe.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

R. A. Captain.

Master 3d Veil.

Master 2d Veil.

Master 1st Veil.

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Janitor.

C. N. Webb,
John T. Pope,

William L. Long,
George W. Owmii,

Wm. W. Daniel.

Wm. H. Underhill,

MEMBERS

:

A. V. Russell,

J. J. Anderson,
F. S. Marshall,

James R. Wilkes,

W. W. Brickell,

Cyprian Cross,

I
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Herbert A. Sledge.

John W. Meptinsta’ll,

James B. Yellowley,

James Simmons.
Sterling H. Gee,

T. L. B, Gregory,

Rev. Thos. G. Lowe,
Rev. W. Burge,

Hezekiah J/assitor,-

1'. S. Brownlow,
Cary Whitciker,

Alfred W. Simmons,
.\1. C. Whitaker,
George W. Gary,
W. E. Lane,
Albert G. Jones,-

James II. Moore.
^V]LL 1 A!VI W. ])..\.MEL, II. Priest.

J. J. Anderson, Secretary.

Concord, No. 5,—Tarboro'.
OFFICERS ;

M. E. William G. I'homas,
“ “ Louis Bond,
“ “ William Norfleet,

Comp. Louis C. l^ender,

“
. James F. Jenkins,

“ James Mehegem,
“ Henry T. Clark.
“ William S. Baker,

William H. Hines,

Robert H. Pender,
“ Josiah S. Pender,

MEMBERS

:

High Priest,

l^ing.

Ccribe.

Secretary.

'Treasurer.

Cajttain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

R. A. Captain.

Master 3d Veil.

Master 2d Veil,

Master 1st Veil.

Benjamin M. Jackson,

D S. Crenshaw,
Bryant Bennett,

Benjamin Batts,

P. S. Sugg,
Henry Bryan,
Arthur S. Mooring,

Jesse H. Drake,
Westly Swift,

L. D. Farmer,
John F. Hughes,

Vk D. Bryan,
Mk H. Smith,
John H. Drake,

Solomon Pender,

Charles Mabry,
John Mooring,
Andrew E. Gill,

Mklliara Crockett,

Simmons B. Staton,

William J. Armstrong,
T. C. Hearn.

Admitted 7, Exalted 6, Withdrawn 2, Deaths, 0, Expul-
sions 0, Suspensions 0, Rejections 2.

Wm. Geo. 'Thom.\s, H. Priest.

L. C. Fender, Secretary, ssk
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Eureka ISo. 7,—Newbern.

OFFICERS

;

M. E. Alonzo T. Jerkins,
‘‘ Matthew A. Outlaw,

“ “ George I^ane,

Gorap. Andrew H. Richardson,
“ Peter Curtis,

William 0. Hunter,

Edward F. Smallwood,
Thomas R. Wilson,

'' John H. Lane,
John D. Whitford,

“ Edward R» Stanly,.
“ J. M. C. Breaker,

High Priest,

King.

Scribe.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

R. A. Captain.

Master 3d Veil,

Master 2d Veil,

Master 1st Veil.

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Chaplain,

MEMBERS :

J. A. Brookfield,

John Harvey, Sr.,

Edward W. Montfort,

Levi Sterne,

William B. Wellons,

Luther R. Clarke,

George Green,

James Hayward,
W. C. Pittman,

Thomas Sparrow, Sr.,

O. S. Dewey,
Edward R. Coward.

Advanced 17 ;
P. M. 17 ;

M. E. 17 ;
Exalted 14

;
three

were advanced, seated and acknowledged M. E. Masters,

previous to this Chapter’s resuming labor on 7th of March
1850, and two of the three were exalted elsewhere.

A. T. Jerkins, H. Priest.

E. R. Stanly, Secretary.

Haleigh No. 10,—Raleigh.

OFFICERS

;

M. E. Wm. G, Hill,

E. C. H. Johnson,
“ E. D. Cosby,

Comp. John W. Cosby,

W. J, Clark,

R W. Seawell,
' J, T. Marriott,

High Priest.

King.

Scribe.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner,

R.. A- Captain.-

Master -3d



€omp. J. J. Biggs, Master 2d Veil.,

“ J. R. Harrison, Master 1st Veil.
“ W. F. Collins, 'I'reasurer.

“ William H, Haywood, Secretary.
“ R. W. Ashton, Janitor.

MEMBERS

:

William D. Cooke,
C. W. Hutchings,
Joseph Weltering,
Joseph T. Hunter,
A. A. Jones,

J.. M. Lovejoy,

J. O. Jeffreys,

T, Young,
R. T. Heflin,

J. D. Beavers,

C. J. Rogers,

E. Yarbrough, Sr.

E. Smith,
W. B. Jones.

Exaltations 20, Deaths 0, Resignations 0, Expulsions 0,

Suspensions. O'.

W. G. Hill, High Priest.

William D. Haywood, Secretary.

Chorazin No. 13,—Greensboro-,—No Returns.

William H. Mead,
William T, Bain,

W. W. Johnson,
James G. Jeffreys,

D. B. Griffin,

Joseph D. Powell,

James D. Newsom,
J. Kane,
T. J. Utley,

James Harris,

W. H. High,
A. Johnson,

H. W. Miller,

Union No,. 17,—Duplin.

OFFICERS •-

M. E. Eli W. Hines,
“ “ Felix B. Millard,
“ “ A. R. Hicks,

Comp. C. Dv Hill,

“ Oates S.- LewiSj
“ James W. Blount,
“ Luther R. Loftin,

Thomas Wright,
“ Samuel Loftin,

Daniel Bowden,

High Priest.

King.
Scribe.

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Captain of the Host-

Principal Sojourner.,

Royal Arch Captain

Master 3d Veil.

Master 2d Veil,
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Comp David Wright,
“ Joel Loftin.

Master 1st Veil.

Janitor.

MEMBERS

:

John Wright,
David Jonos,

Daniel B. Newton,
George W. Wallace,

William Hallowell,

William F. Pollock,

James M. McDuffie,

John E. Becton,

Uzzell G. Harrell,

Henry Swinson,

Jesse Baker,

James G. Dickson,'

B. C. Bowden,
James Winders,
Joseph R. Hatch,

Louis F. Carr,

Edward H. Fonville,

William Carraway,
Thomas J. Hudson,
Exum L. Powell,

B. B. Allen, Hanson F. Murphy,
^

Joseph J. Ward.
Exaltations 13, Rejections 0, Withdrawals 4, Deaths 0 ,,,

Expulsions 0, Suspensions 0.

Eli W. Hines, High Priest.

C. D, Hill, Secretary.

Gaston No. 18,—Roxboro’,— No Returns.
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PROCEEDINGS OF
The Fifth Annual Convocation of the M. E. Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of North Carolina, begun and held in the Hall of St.

John’s Lodge, No. 1, in Wilmington, N. C., on Monday, the Second

DAY OF June, A.-. D., 1851, A.*. I., 2381.

PRESENT

;

M. E ., P. W. Fanning, G. H. P.

A. Martin, P. G. H. P.
4i U W. W. Daniel, G. King, p. t.

U if Thos. R. Wilson, G, Scribe, p. t.

ct Peter Custis, G. Marshall, p. t.

F. S. Marshall, G. P. S. p. t.

u Jas. H. Moore, G. R. A. C. p. t.

u R. H. Pender, G. M. 3d V. p. t.

it E. W. Hines, G. M. 2d V.
ii E. Myers, G. M. 1st V.
ii Robt. G, Rankin, G. Sec’y.
u L. L Stevenson, G. Lec’r.
it Rev. Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain, p. t.

it H, W.Foy, G. Tyler, p. t.

Comp. T. J. Judkins.

The Grand Chapter opened in solemn form.

Prayer by Rev. Comp. Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain, P. T.

The M. E. G. H. P., appointed the following Committees ;

On Credentials, Companions Martin and Wilson,

On Unfinished Business, “ Myers and Pender.

The Grand Chapter called off from labor to refreshment, till 3

P. M.

Monday, 2d June, 3 P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.
Officers and members as this morning.

Comp, Geo. Wortham of Temple Chapter, U. D.

Visiter, Comp, D, Teller,
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The Committee on Credentials, through Comp. Martin, made the

following report ;

The Committee on Credentials report the following Chapters duly represented.

CoxcoiiD, No. 1, by
il

R. G. Rankin, H. P.

Roanoke, “ 4, W. W. Daniel, H. P.,anJ F. S. Marshall, Delegate.

Concord, “ b, (( R. H. Peiuler, “

Eureka, “ 7, U Peter Custis, asd Thomas R. Wilson, “

Union, “ 17; u Eli W. Hines, H. P.

SaH8HURY,“ 20, n E. Myers, H. P.

Respectfully submitted.

A. MARTIN. 7 „
7’HOS. R. WILSON, 5

Committee.

Comp. Myers, from the Committee on Unfinished Business, re-

ported as follows :

The Committee on Unfinished Busine.ss beg leave to report,

That the report of the Special Committee on the Royal and Select Degrees, submitted

at the last regular Convocation, and the report of the Committee on the Amendment of the

present Constitution and By-Laws, is the onlv unfinished business of the last Convocation.

E. MYERS, ^
R. H. PENDER, 5

Committee.

Which were received and adopted.

The M. E. G. H. P., appointed the following Standing Committee.

On Charters and Dispensations, Comp’s Pender, Daniel &, Martin^

Comp. Burge presented the proceedings of Warrenton Chapter,

under Dispensation, and asked for a Charter.

Comp. Wortham presented proceedings of Temple Chapter, U. D.

and asked for a Charter.

Comp. Stevenson presented proceedings of Conoho ^Chapter, U.

D. and requested a Charter.

The M. E. presented proceedings of Lafayette Chapter, U. D. re-

questing a Charter.

Ail of which were received and referred to the Committee on

Charters and Dispensations,

When the Grand Chapter called oft' from labor to refreshment un-

til .5 P. M.

o’clock. P. IVI.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

'Fhe reading of the minutes of the last Annual Convocation, was.

on motion, dispensed with, each member being furnished with a

printed copy.

The M. E. G. If. P., appointed the following Committees :

On Proceedings and returns of Subordinate Chapters,

Companions Wilson, Daniel and Pender.



On Foreign Correspondence,

Comp’s Wallace, Custis, Myers and Rankin.

On Claims, Comp’s Marshall and Pender.

On Accounts, Comp’s Martin and Hines.

On motion of Comp. Pender,

Ordered, That the M. E. G. II. P. be authorized to procure a
Breast Plate at a cost not exceeding f65.

The Grand Chapter called off till to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M.
ROBT. G. RANKIN, Grand Sedy.

Tuesday, 10 o’clock, A. M., 3d June, 1851.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT,
iVl. E., P. W. Fanning,
“ “ A. Martin,
“ “ W, W. Daniel,
“ T. R. Wilson,

“ Peter Custis,
“ F. S. Marshall,

George Wortham,
“ R, H, Pender,
“ E. W. Hines,
“ E. Myers,
“ T. W. Brown,
“ R. G. Rankin,
“ L. L. Stevenson,
“ Rev. Wm, Burge,
‘‘ Hiram W. Foy,

G. H. P.
P. G. H. P.

G. King, p. t.

G. Scribe, p. P
G. M. p. t.

G. P. S. p. t.

G. R. A. C. p. t.

G. M. 3 V. p. t.

G. M. 2 V.
G. M. 1 V.
G. Treas’r,

G. Sec’y.

G. LecT.
G. Chaplin, p. t.

G. Tyler, p. t.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.

Concord, No. 1,

Roanoke, No. 4,

Concord, No. 6,

Temple, No. 6,

Eureka, No. 7,

R. G. Rankin, H. P., Comp. J. A. Taylor.
W. W. Daniel, » •' F. S. Marshall.
Comp. R. H. Pender.

‘‘ George Wortham.
Peter Custis, T. R. Wilson.

Oxford, No. 8, Z. M. Paschall, H. P.

Warrenton,No. 9,
Wm. Burge, H. P., T. J. Judkims. S.

Comp. J. H. Moore.
Union, No. 17, Eli W. Hines, H. P.

Salisbury, No. 20, E. Myers, H. P.

Visitor, Comp. Thomas F. Gause.

Pra3’-er by R,ev. Comp. Wm. Burge, G. C.. p. t.
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Comp. Paschall presented the proceedings of Oxford Chapter, U.

D., and asked for a Charter.

Referred to the Committee on Charters and Dispensations.

The M. E. G. H. P. submitted his Annual Report, which was re-

ceived and ordered to be spread upon the minutes, and referred to a

Committee of Two for disposal of its various subjects.

Committee, Comp’s Custis and Marshall.

Companions of the Grand Chapter:

—

The meridian Sun, in glory illumining the Southern Sky, forcibly impresses upon
us the reality that the season of Kefreshment has passed; and, quickened by the desire to

fulfil the important trusts committed to our care, and invigorated for the task, we prompt-
ly obey the sound of the gavel to resume our labors. As Masons, our bosoms should swell

with gratitude to God, who has so faithfully superintended us throughout the hours de-

voted to recreation—shielding us individually and as an Institution from the numerous
evils incident to frail mortality—smiling benignantly upon our prosperity, and now per-

mitting us to re-assemb'e, in our corporate capacity, under the most gratifying auspices.

May we, my Companions, by the purity of our acts and honesty of our intentions, humbly
endeavor to retain His smiles and bask continually in His favor- -but mote especially let

us invoke upon our present Convocation His Blessing, without which all human efforts

were vain, all labor idly spent.

It is well, as we enter upon the discharge of our duties, to review the past, and observe

what beneficial results have crowned the operations of the system we are pursuing

—

whether fidelity has marked the course of those in whom we have confided trusts

—

whether there be unmisiakeable evidence that harmony and uprightness of deportment
prevail among all the members of our ordei

;
and whether on our part, by any mauifesta-

tiors of affection, we can do aught to promote the happiness or increase the prosperity

of those who shelter in our embrace.

We may then turn for a moment and contemplate upon the existing attitude of our de-

pendencies—Can we boast, from the absence of all irritating influences, and the generally

healthy condition pervading every department within our jurisdiction, that all things have

been wisely ordered, and thus remain satisfied that more persevering exertions, more dis-

interested devotion in the great cause in which we are engaged, would not tend still

higher to elevate our noble order, still more to render it a model of perfection, an object

of admiration?

Here let us pause, and calmly survey the prospects which lie before us. We are here

assembled for the purpose of legislating; not for ourselves alone, but for those whose very

existence, as it were, hangs upon our decree—hew great then are our responsibilities, and

how zealously should we watch over the interests committed to our charge ! It is presuma-

ble that the Delegates now present, fresh from the subordinate Chapters, are fully cogni-

zant of the condition, views, feelings and wants of those whom they represent, and are

prepared to submit for consideration such propositions as will meet the peculiar require-

ments of theit immediate constituents, or conduce to the well being of the fraternity at

large—and I doubt not the Grand Chapter will cheerlully afford its aid in furthering all

measures tending to the accomplishment of objects so commendable. Whilst we should

not hesitate to establish all necessary Laws and Regulations calculated to advance the wel-

fare of our Institution, let us be extremely cautious, in our zeal, to avoid excessive legis-

lation, lest perchance, instead of remedying an evil, we inflict a scourge. Happily, within

our own connexion, there exists no spirit of insubordination, no restless dispositions re-

quiring any harsh appliances; all are manifestly desirous of walking up to the strict letter

of their prolession, and earning a reputation for the faithful discharge of their duties.

Where such a state of feeling predominates, and the constituted authority is duly respect-

ed, it were comparatively an easy task, even without extraordinary capacity, to govern with

the most pleasing satisfaction.

Masonry sustains a lofty bearing throughout the habitable globe—never, since its erec-

tion, was it more emphatically in the ascendant, both at home and abroad—vvithin our

own borders and beyond the most distant oceans. Its genuine principles are being more

generally inculcated and diffused ;
hostility succumbs to its generous forbearance and en.»
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lists under its attractive staad^rd
;
and its great moral inflaence bids fair, at iia dtstant

day, to fiiUico within its fold, tlie intelligent of every nation, kindred and tongue. I feel

warranted in assuring you that the sublime Degree, in which we are more especially inte-

rested, shares respectably in the general prosperity of the craft. Royal Arch Temples are

every where springing up, as if by magic, and their portals are thronged with worthy as-

pirants for favor—particularly within our own jurisdiction. Royal Arch Masonry is alive,

and there is in all directions, an increasing anxiety for the erection of new Altars, around

which some worthy Companions raav be privileged to olfer up their Masonic sacrifices.

During the past year, seven Dispensations, on proper application, have been issued for

the erection of new Chapters—three of which were granted by the D. G. H. Piiest, and
four by myself, as follows : Those granted by the D. G. H. Priest were, one at Oxford,

named “Oxford;’’ one at Warrenton, named “VVanenton;” and one at Hillsboro’, named
“Lafayette.” Those granted by myself wee, one at Windsor, named “ I'emple,” Comp’s
Kader Biggs, H. P., G. W. McGlauhon, K., Joseph R.Bird, 8. One at Hamilton, named
“Conoho,” Comp’s VV'm. Slade, H. P., P. P. Clements, K., T. W. Ward, S. One at

Hertford, named “Cherokee,” Comp’s John C. Feriill, H. P., W. W. Griffin, K., Rober-

son White, S., and one at Murfreesboro’, named “Mount .Ararat,” Comp’s F. M. Capo-
hart, H. P., A. J. Jones, K., Henry Gilliam, S., all the fees being deposited with the

Grand Treasurer.

Most of the above Chapters, I believe, have availed themselves of the services of our

Grand Lecturer, Comp. Stevenson, and are uuder.slood to be prospering. Charters will

probably be obtained for all the above, during your present Convocation, which will swell

our numbers to Eighteen regularly enrolled Chapters.

I have felt compelled, by a sense of duty, to withhold my assent, in three several in-

stances, tor the revival of dormant Chapters, having ascertained, by investigation, that

two of them at least—the old “Temple Chapter’’ at VViiidsor, and “Zertibabel Chapter” at

Edenton, had forfeited by their disgraceful procedures, all claim to favor
;
and that the

other Chapter, the old “Lafayette,” at Hillsboro’, had never probably a legitimate pater-

nity. I am happy to add, that the force of the objections urged by me were readily ad-

mitted, and applications for new Dispensations immediately substituted by the former pe-

titioners.

On a representation from the High Priest of Salisbury Chapter, M. E., E. Myers,setting

forth the improbability of his being enabled, within any reasonable length of time, to

obtain the Degree of High Priesthood, and that he was about travelling out of the State.

I granted him permission to become qualified at his convenience
;
and authorized any

regular Council beyond our jurisdiction to consecrate and install him—since which, I have
received satisfactory evidence from the Grand Council of Virginia, that he there duly pass-

ed through the ceremonies as above intimated.

I received a communication from “Cherokee Chapter,” under Dispensation, stating that

the King and Scribe, owing to certain impediments preventing their regular attendance at

the meetings of the Chapter, thereby prejudicing its advancement, had proposed to re-

sign, that others might be appointed in their place. Under these circumstances I issued a
warrant, authorizing the resignation as indicated, and in that event appointing James V.

Reed as King, and Willis H. Bagley as Scribe—at the same time directing that my war-

rant shonld be appended to the Dispensation and be considered a part and parcel thereof.

Since our last Convocation, a correspondence with Comp’s Kader Biggs, and John V.
Reed in reference to Temple Chapter at Windsor, and Zerubabel Chapter at Edenton,
has confirmed iny former apprehensions that those Chapters had outraged all Masonic
propriety, and consequently had forfeited all claim to respect. I therefore requested the

above named Companions to take charge of the Charters and effects, collect all outstand-

ing arrearages, pay off, so far as the means would permit, all just claims, and report their

action in the premises. I apprehend, however, that the matter will here rest forever.

At our last annual meeting, a Resolution imposed upon the G. H. Priest the duty of

examining into the situation of Phoenix Chapter. Availing myself of the opportunity

presented by a contemplated visit of our Grand Secretary, R. G. Rankin, to Fayetteville,

I deputized him to ascertain its condition—his repot t was very satisfactory, representing

that any apparent neglect in that Chapter arose from circumstances beyond their control

—that himself, in connexion with two othei High Priests, opened a Council and -duiv

consecrated M. E.,E, J/. Winslow, High Priest elect of the above Chaptei—he further

testifies as to the zoni of our Compsiiions in Fayetteville being :.ssured thst at the *p
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}»roacliiiig Grand Cotjvocaiioii all necessary returns would be promjrtly made through their

representative.

The G. H. Priest was autliorized to procure for the use of the Grand Chapter a set of
('oilars and Jewels—the necessary arrangements for effecting that object was made, and
they have arrived, at your service.

The Committee, appointed for the purpose, will suhmil for your consideration, a Consti-

tution for the Grand Chapter as revised by them— it will be your province to take such
action in regard thereto as your wisdom shall dictate.

The regular triennial session of the General Grand Chapter was held in the city of

Boston, in September last—the printed Proceedings of that Grand Body are placed on the

Grand Secretary’s Desk, subject to inspection. Being unable to attend in person, I ap-

pointed as iny pro.ry to representour Grand Chapter in that august assembly, our worthy
Grand Lecturer, M. E., L. L. Stevenson, from whom I have received only a partial Report.
Expecting,however, that he will be present on this occasion, and detail to you whatever of

interest may have transpired while in attendance as above, I deem it unnecessary to tres-

pass on your time by indulging in unprofitable speculations. It is to be doubted, however,
whether the showing of the printed Proceedings, relative to the disposition of several im-

portant subjects brought to the notice of that Grand Body, and urged upon its considera-

tion by the special action of many entitled to respect, w.ll meet with general approbation

—verbal explanations, improper perhaps to be otherwise communicated, may nevertheless

tend greatly to reconcile any apparent headlessness ia the determining of momentous ques-

tions. It is with no little impatience, therefore, we await those explanations

.

By the printed proceedings, the only action taken in regard to the R. and Select De-

f;rees, was on a proposition to enquire into the expediency of forming a G. G. Council for

the U. S.—voted inexpedient. So that those Degrees remain as they were, in common
among the Chapters, Councils and other Supreme Grand Bodies.

An .Amendment to the G. G. Constitution, modifyingthe Fee for Charters, was negativ-

ed. I should have objected to the general terms of the proposed amendment. A speci-

fied sum of, say not less than $50, should hav'e been named.
-A uniform mode of Work and Lectures was agreed upon and established, varying in

some particulars, as I am informed, from our present system. I have instructed our Grand
Lecturer to conform thereto in his practice, which will doubtless receive your sanction.

Propositions for ci eating a Representative Fund, and for permanently locating the G. G.

Chapter at Baltimore, were laid over until the next triennial session. The first proposi-

tion in regard to the establishment of a Representative Fund for the payment of the ne-

cessary expenses of Delegates to the G. G. Chapter, and fixing permanent salaries for G.

G. Officers, will require your future action, and should be well matured, as a tax will be

consequent thereto—altho’ even tAat in an economical point of view, may be favorably

considered.

Whether its constituency receive benefit or not from the late doings of the G. G. Chap,
ter, I am decidedly in favor of sustaining it, and opposed to any expression or act which

may be applied to its transactions, bearing even the semblance of derision.

The appiintment by this Grand Chapter of a Grand Lecturer, has proved eminently

successful, the several Chapters availing themselves of the benefit of his services, having

expressed to me in decided terms their obligations for the valuable instructions received by

his visitations. Doubtless he will submit to you an interesting report of his sojourn among ^
the Companions in the various porlious of the State visited by him.

By a recent communication from M. E., Wra. G. Hill, D. G. H. Priest, I regret to learn

that it will be out of his power to be present at this session of the G. Chapter. He reports

the fact of his having Dispensated three Chapters—that Oxford and Warrenton are doing

well ; and that, assisted by Comp. Cosby, he recently opened the (Jhapter at Hillsboro’ and

conferred some Degrees—the Companions anxiously expecting a visit from the Grand
l*ecturer.

The second article of the Grand Constitution prescribes that at the present Convoca-

tion shall be determined the expediency of continuing the Convocations of the Grand
Chapter at Wilmington, or of holding them at some point which may have become more
central. I trust that you have all come prepared in regard to that question, and that

your action thereon will be marked by a singular unanimity. Let me admonish you, as

the Representatives of a sublime Order, never to lose sight of your character as such,

especially in the intercourse which will naturally spring up among you, that you suffer

no warmth of feeling.no excitement of passion, to betray you into the indulgfure of in-



flaniatory expressions calculated in the imallesl det^ree to wound the sensibilities of a siii'

sle Brother, and wh'ch, in j'our more sober moments, von would yourselves abhor. 1

barely allude to so unpleasant a topic—not that I apprehend any such occurrence, but to

place a Masonic veto upon certain disreputable scenes sometimes permitted to be enacted

even within our consecrated Temples, to the great scandal of our sublime profession.

The proceedings of our Sister Grand Chapters embody a mass of interesting matter,

and betoken throughout their extended jurisdiction an unwonted degree of prosperity.

But I will not by any extended remarks, anticipate the Report of the committee appropri-

ately having this matter in charge, not doubting that it will receive ample justice at their

hands.

Having with poor ability spread before you probably my last ofircial communication, it

remains only for me to apprise you of my determination to retire from all the responsi-

bilities of ofRce, my private affairs requiring at present my undivided attention. Whatev-
er, therefore, may be your individual partiality, I must unequivocally beg of you not to

view me as available for any position involving responsibility.

I am under heavy obligations to my Brethren, never to be cancelled, for the unabating

confidence they have ever so generally reposed in me, and for the many honors they have

literally showered upon one so little deserving—but, sensible of rny imperfections, I feel

that I am a Mason, both in body and soul, and tiiat you will not question my sincerity,

when I assure you that, in whatever station, the most humble or exalted, fortune may
hereafter place me, retaining the ordinary faculties with which I may by nature he endow-
ed, and enjsying health and liberty. Masonry, on any trying emergency, whether bleeding

from unpardonable indiscretions or jeopardized by threatening combinations, shall never

suffer reproach for want of a ready Champion.
With emotions enkindled by the fondest recollections, I take my leave, commending you

most fervently to the protecting care of the Great High Priest above, praying that his

Spirit may ever preside over your Councils, and watch over you individually.

P.'W. PANNING, G. II. P.

Comji. Martin from tlie Coinmitlee on Ciiarters and Dispensations,

made the following report, which was received and adopted :

Your Committee to whom was refened the application of Warrenton Chapter, VVar-

renton; Lafayette Chapter, Hillsboro'; Conoho Chapter, Windsor
;
and O.xford Chapter,

O.xford; for Charters, with accompanying documents, embracing By-Laws, Proceedings,

&c., have carefully examined tlie same, and find them regular and in due form, with a
very trifling exception found in the 1st article of the By-Laws of Conoho Chapter, whicu
seems to recognize the right of any officer of the Chapter to call special Convocations,
which article your Committee recommend should be amended by said Chapter.
Your Committee recommend that Charters be granted to the above named Chapters,

and as several of the Chapters holding Dispensations and Charters from this Grand Chap-
ter under its original organization are now extinct, your Committee would recommend
that the above Chapters take their numbers, which wmuld give W arrentoii Chapter No. 9,
Lafayette No. 11; Conoho No. 12; Temple, No. 6; and Oxford. No. 8. Your Committee
observe in the proceedings of Oxford Chapter, that on the lOth May, 1851, Thomas B.
Jones was expelled by that Chapter from all the rights and benefits of Masonry

; which
proceedings we recommend should be referred to the Committee on Proceedings and Re-
turns. Respectfully submitted.

A. MARTIN, A
R. H. PENDER, C Committee.
W. W. DANIEL,3

On motion of Comp. Marlin,

Resolved, That the Delegates present from Subordinate Chapters, to whom Charters
arc ordered to issue, bo admitted to seats in the Grand Chapter.

The report of the Special Committee on the Royal and Select De-

gree.s. laid over to this Comnumicalion was taken up and indefinite-

ly postponed.
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The Committee on Credentials made a further report, which was

received and adopted.

The Committee ou Credentials, report Comp. J. A. Taylor, proxy for B. G. Bates,

Scribe of Concord Chapter, No. 1. Comp. Geo. Wortham, delegate from Temple Chap-

ter, No. 6. Comp’s Wm. Burge, H. P.,T. J. Judkins, Scribe, and J. H. Moore, proxy for

King of Warrenton Chapter, No. 9. Comp. Z. M. Paschall, H. P., Oxford, No. 8. Ra-

leigh, No. 10, J. M. Cosby, H, P,
A. MARTIN. ^ „
T. R. WILSON, 5

Committee.

On motion, it was
Ordered, That a Convention be held this afternoon, at 3 o’clock, for the purpose of de-

ciding upon the permanent location of the Grand Chapter, agreeably to the 3d article of

the Grand Constitution.

The Committee appointed at the last Convocation to amend the

Constitution and By-Laws, through Comp. Martin, reported a new
Grand Constitution, which was received and made the special busi-

ness, after the adjournment of the Convention.

The Grand Chapter called off ’till Convention adjourned.

Tuesday Afternoon.

The Convention having adjourned, the Grand Chapter resumed

" labor.

PRESENT.

Officers and Representatives as this morning.

Comp. J. W. Cosby appeared and took his seat as Grand King,

and as representative of Raleigh Chapter, No. 10.

The proceedings of the Convention held this afternoon, was re-

ported to the Grand Chapter by the Secretary, which, on motion,

was received and confirmed.

The Constitution submitted by the Committee this morning, was

taken up, read by articles, amended and adopted.

On motion of Comp. Daniel,

Resolved, That the election of Officers take place at 3 o’clock, P, M., to-morrow.

On motion of Comp. Rankin,

Resolved, That any Chapter whose Charter may be revived by the Grand Officers du-

ring recess, shall not be chargeable with dues until after the next Annual Grand Com-
munication.

The Grand Chapter called off till 10 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow.

ROBT. G, RANKIN, Grand iSedy.
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Wednesday, 10 o’clock, A. M., 4th June, 1851,

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

E.
,
P. W. Fanning, G. H. P.

U Alfred Martin, P. G. H. P.
ii John W. Cosby, G. King.
U T. R. Wilson, G, Scribe, p. t.

u Peter Custis, G, Marshal, p. t.

u F. S. Marshall, G. P. S. p. t.

IC Wrn. W. Daniel, G. R. A. C. p. t.

ii R. H. Pender, G. M. 3 V. p. t.

a Eli W. Hines, G. M. 2 V,
u E. Myers, G. M. i V.
H T. W, Brown, G. Treasurer.
U Robt. G. Rankin, G. Sec’y.
u L. L. Stevenson, G. Lect’r.
it Rev. Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain, p. t.

it H. W. Foy, G. Tyler, p. t.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.
Concord, No. 1, R. G. Rankin, H. P.

Roanoke, No. 4, W. W. Daniel, “ F. S. Marshall.

No. 6, Comp. R. H. Pender.Concord,

Temple,
Eureka,
Oxford,

No. 6, “ George Wortham.
No. 7, “ Peter Custis, T. R. Wilson,
No. 8, Z. M. Paschall, H. P.

Warrcntou.No. 9, I
Wm. Burge, H. P., T. J. Judkins, S.,

^
Comp. J. H. Moore,

Raleigh, No. 10, John W. Cosby, H. P.

Union, No. 17, Eli W. Hines, H. P.

Salisbury, No. 20, E. M^^ers, H. P,

Visitors—Comp’s C. D. Hill, and R. T. Heflin.

Prayer by Rev. Comp. Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain, P. T.

Comp. L. L. Stevenson made his report as Grand Lecturer, which

was received and ordered to be spread upon the minutes.

To THE Grand. Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.
The undersigned liaving been appointed Grand Lecturer of Royal Arch Masons for this

State at the last Convocation of this Grand Body, respectfully report

:

That he has at their solicitation, visited and instructed three of the chartered Chapters,

viz : Phoenix, No. 2, Fayetteville; Concord, No. 5, Tarboro’, and Keystone, No. 19, Plym-
outh. I found the Fayetteville Chapter in quite a drooping condition, seldom meeting,
and much in need of instruction, which I imparted to them, and had reason to believe

when I left them, that they would go on, prospering. The Chapters at Tarboro’ and
Plymouth, I am happy to say, are in quite a healthy condition.

During the year, I have set the following Chapters to work under Dispensations, some
of which were issued by the Grand High Priest, others by the Deputy Grand High Priest,

viz: Temple Chapter, at the Town of Windsor, in which there were ten Exaltations,
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« )xfortl Chapter, at the Town of Oxford
;

Exalted nine. VVarretiloii Chapter, at the
'J’ownof arreiUoii ;

Exalted eight. Coiioho Chapter, at the Town of Hamilton; Ex-
alteil nineteen. Cherokee Chapter, nt the Town of Hertford; Exalted thirteen. Mount
Ararat Chapter, at the town of Murfreesboro’; Exalted fifteen.

I left all those Chapters qualified to do the work of the sever.il Degrees pertaining to

the Chapter, in a creditable manner, and have no doubt they will all make their returns

and apply for Charters during the present Grand Convocation.
At the request, and by the appointment of M, E., P. W. Fanning, Grand High Priest, I

represented this Grand Chapter in the triennial session of the General Grand Chapter of

Royal Arch Masons for the United States, which assembled at the M asonic Temple in the

city of Boston, on the 10th day of September last. I'lie printed proceedings of which
meeting, now before this Grand Body, gives a full and clear history of all the business

transacted by that august body, renders it unnecessary for me to make any other report in

reference thereto, than that of exemplilying the mode of work, as adopted and directed

to be practised by all the Chapters under its jurisdiction ; which I am prepared to do, at

such time during the present session, as may be designated by the Grand Chapter.

Respectfully submitted,

L. L. STEVENSON, G. L.

Comp. Custis from the committee oii the address of the M. E. G.

High Priest,

Comp. Pender from the committee on Claims.

Comp. Martin “ “ “ “ Accounts,

"Che M. E. G. H. P. “ - “ Finance,

Submitted reports, all of which were received and adopted.

The Special Corantittee to whom was referred the Address of the M. E. G. High Priest

for disposal of its various subjects, have the pleasure to report

:

That every thing has passed otf so smoothly during the past Masonic year, that there

are no grievances to rectify—no questions to settle, and that there is nothing requiring

the intervention of Committees, except the subject of a “ Representative Fund,” which

was submitted to Subordinate Grand Chapters by the General Grand Chapter, but as that

body will not ennvene for a length of time, they recommend that the subject be left for fu-

ture action.

PETER CUSTIS, ?

F. S. MARSHALL. 5
Committee.

The Committee ou Claims beg leave to report,

them for their action, and ask to be discharged.

that there is no business to come before

F. S. MARSHALL,?
R. H. PENDER, 5

Committee.

and Sec-

$569 17

630 00
150 00
27 00

.^mounting to the sum of - - - - - • $1,376 17

'Pile Disbursements, for all of which proper vouchers were exhibited

amount to ----- - $479 12

Amount invested by Finance Committee, ... 700 00
$1,179 13

Your Committee upon Accounts have examined the Books of the Treasurer

retary, and find them correct and in proper form.

We find that the balance in the hands of the Grand Treasurer, at the close of

the last -Annual Communication, was
The receipts for the present year have been as follows, viz:

For 7 Dispensations, - - - - - -

For Dues from Subordinate Chapters, -

For Interest on Funds Invested, - - - - - -

$197 05Leaving Cu.sh balance in the Treasury, of



The following Cha[)ters have paid Dues for 1851, which amounts are included in th®

above statement, Roanoke, No. 4. Salisbury, No. 20. Eureka, No. 7. Union, No. 17.

Kaleigb, No. 10, and for 1852, Concord, No. 5, and Concord, No. 1. Gaston, No. 18, for

1850 and 1851.

'I'he following Chapters are in arrears.

Phoenix Chapter, No. 2, Fayetteville, 4 years, JGO 00
Chorazin Chapter, No, 13, Greensboro’, 1 year, 15 00
Keystone Chapter, No. 19, Plymouth, 1 year, 15 00

Respectfully submitted,

#;90 00

A. MARTIN,
ELI W. HINES, Committee.

The Finance Committee beg leave to report, that they have received from the Grand
Treasurer the sum of Seven Hundred Dollars, which sum has been loaned out upon inte-

rest, for Notes with good and sufficient securities.

Respectfully submitted,

P. W. FANNING,^
-4. MARTIN, C Committee.
T. VV. DROWN, y

Comp. Cosby having enquired whether Phoenix Chapter, No. 2,

was at work, and stated tliat Raleigh Chapter, No. 10, had conferred

Degrees upon one within the jurisdiction-of Plioenix, No. 2, without

its consent, it was
Resolved, That the whole matter be referred to a Committee of Two.

Committee, Comp’s Wortham and Pender.

Comp. Stevenson, presented the proceedings of Cherokee Chapter,

U. D., asking for a Charter. Referred to the committee on Char-

ters and Dispensations.

The Grand Chapter called ofi‘ ’till 3 P. M.

Wednesday, 3 o'clock, P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.
Officers and Representatives as this morning.

Visitors—Comp’s Robt. Strange, Jr., and Alfred Smith.

Comp. Stephen D. Wallace, King of Concord Chapter, No. 1, ap-

peared and was admitted to a seat.

Comp. F. M. Capehart presented the proceedings of Mt. Ararat

Chapter, U. D., and requested a Charter. Referred to the commit-

tee on Charters and Dispensations.

The committee on Charters and Dispensations made a report,

which was received and adopted.

Your Committee to whom was referred the application of Cherokee Chapter in the

Town of Hertford, Perquimons county, and Mount Ararat Chapter, at Murfreeshoro’,
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HerlforJ county, for (Jliarters, with accompanying Jocuments, embracing By-Laws, Pro-
ceedings, &c., beg leave to report, that they have carefully examined the same, and find

them regular aud in due form.

Your cotnmitee would therefore recommend that Charters be granted to the above nam-
ed Chapters, and that Cherokee Chapter take the number 14, aud Mount Ararat Chapter
number 3, and that Comp. Joseph M. Cox be appointed High Priest of Cherokee Chapter,
at the request of the Companions of said Chapter.

Respectfully submitted,

W. W. DANIEL, ) „
R. H. PENDER,

\

^o^'^ittee.

Comp. F. M. Capehart, H. P., was admitted as a Delegate from

Mt. Ararat Chapter, No. 3.

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the Fjlection of Officers.

On motion,

Ordo’eiZ, That in the event of no Companion receiving a majority of votes cast,' the

one receiving the lowest number shall be dropped on each ballot.

Ordered, That in voting for Graml Officers the list of Chapters shall be called by the

Grand Secretary, and the Delegates of each Chapter shall vote as their Chapter is

called.

The Election resulted as follows :

Robt. G. Rankin, of Wilmington, G. H. P.

Wm. G. Hill, u Raleigh, B. G. H. P.

John W. Cosby, u a G. King.

Zeb. M. Paschall, u Oxford, G. Scribe.

Henry P. Russell, ii Wilmington, G. Sec’y.

Thos. W. Brown, (i ii G. Treas’r.

Rev. Wm. Burge, it Warren, G. Chaplain,

J. II. Moore, u Warrenton, G. Marshal.

On motion of Comp. Cosby,

Resolved, That the Installation of Olficor.s take place at 10 o’clock to-morrow.

On motion of Comp. Pender,

Resolved, That the sum of Ffity Dollars be allowed Companion Rankin for his servi-

ces as Grand Secretary, and that the Grand Treasurer pay the same. Also, that the

Grand Treasurer be allowed Twenty Dollars for his services as Grand Treasurer.

Comp. Wallace, from the Committee on Foreign Correspondence,

made the following report:

To THE Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence beg leave to report, that the proceedings of

the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and of the Grand Chapters of the

States of Virginia, Kentucky, Rhode Island, Alabama, New Hampshire, Vermont, and
Mississippi, have been submitted to us, and have received that careful attention which their

importance demanded. The “triennial session,” convened in Boston on the 10th Septem-

ber, A. D., 1S.50, 'I’hc precepts inculcated by the “Square, Level and Plumb” appear to



Wave actuated the members, while harmony, order and despatch characterized llicir pro-

ceedings, and lienee a laudable disposition was evidenced to advance the intcicsls of the

order for whose welfare they had met to deliberate.

In that body, this Grand Chapter was represented by Comp. I.. L. Stevenson, as proxy

for the G. H. P. At an early period of the session, the vexed question of the Royal and

Select Degrees, was referred to a Committee of which the Representative from this Body

was a member, who reported “it inexpedient to take any action on the subject of forming

a General Grand Council of R. and S. Masters which report was eoneurred in, wisely

as we think, and we hope any farther agitation in the premises, will be abstained from,

leaving those degrees where aneient usage has placed them, and where they have been

found, under the jurisdiction of Royal Arch Masonry. The propriety of conferring the R.

A, Degrees on those not of hale and entire limbs, also received the attention of that body,

and its decision we think in consonance with the vievi's of this G. C.—they remark, that

“as a question of Masonic law” they “do not believe that the old rule can be considered as

an ancient and essential land-mark which is to be treated as immutable forever,” but con-

sider it “a mere question of convenience and policy, which may be properly modified by

competent Masonic authority and to give authority and practical effect to these views,

this Resolution was adopted.

Resolved, That hereafter it shall be considered competent for aRoy'al Arch Chapter to

confer the Chapter Degrees on a Master Mason who has but one arm.

We are pleased to observe also, that the Committee on Work and Lectures were grati-

fied. that so little difference existed as to the mode and manner of work practised by the

Representatives, hailing as they did from every section of the Union,—they observe “The
slight variances even in the modes of expression was remarkable, when we consider the

peculiarities of the vernacular tongue in different sections of the United States.” This
investigation and its results, we regard highly important, as uniformity in work and usages

is of paramount importance to the well being and perpetuity of the order, and we can
conceive of no better plan of assimilation, than by bringing into association the different

members composing the great family of Companions. To attain this “desideratum,” it is

extremely desirable that the circle should he complete, and that from one common centre

should radiate the light to illumine and the law to govern. We appeal therefore to the

dissenting Grand Chapters, and fraternally ask them to reconsider their opposition, and
fondly anticipate that the future will find each of them recognising the General Grand
Chapter as their Supreme Head,—then the Circle would be complete and the objections

of this Grand Chapter removed. V\ e suggest that hereafter this G. C. requireitsRep-
resentative to be “in propria persona” and that the Representative be held to a strict ac-

countability—we recommend a like action to other G. Chapters, believing that such a rule

will forestall unwise legislation, and act as a safeguard against intolerance.

The views entertained by this, in common with other G. Chapters as to the doctrine of
Expulsion and its “modus operandi” between Chapters and Lodges, has been confirmed
by the General G. Chapter as the true procedure, and we are pleased to observe that it is

obtaining general consent, and may therefore be set down as a part of the recognized
“work.”
We learn also that difficulties which exi.sted in Louisiana and Texas have been adjust-

ed, and that the latter with the former now fraternize as members of the G. G. C., and
further that Masonry in the great West, and South West has never known a brighter or
more auspicious day. May its march continue onward until its benign influences gird
our country and number as its advocates the good and great of every clime.
Our special thanks are due to the Grand Chapters already enumerated for their frater-

nal courtesy in exchanging with us their published proceedings. We congratulate them
all on their advancement in the sublime science, the bright prospect that awaits them in
the future, and above ail on the sweet enjoyment realized by dwelling together in unity.
May the existence of each be coeval with time, and each succeeding year find in this body
the evidence of their perpetuity. We feel safe in affirming that this G. C. will promptly
reciprocate such courtesy, believing each act of kindness promotive of that peace and har-
mony, all true Masons should aim to cultivate.

Your Committee approve the sentiment of the G. Chapter of Kentucky, that while
Masonry is essentially and emphatically free, and that every Royal Arch Mason should
have the privilege of entering a Chapter, every whore, and “ad libitum,” so long as he is

neither suspended nor expelled, yet it is a source of regret that many refuse to hold
mcinbcr.ship, ncutralizinir by fheir action the strength of our organization. fudiov,. ii
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llic duly of each Mason, by his prcseiic.', his means, and influence to co-operate in clevai--

ing our order and assist in building up, establishing and adorning our Temple in its most
Holy Fiiith.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

S. D. WALLACE, Chairman.

Comp. Wortham, from the Special Committee on Phoenix and Ra-

leigh Chapters, reported as follows :

Eepon of the Committee on the matter of PhcEnix Chapter, No. 2, and Raleigh Chap-

ter, No. 10.

To Tim Grand Chapter of North Carolina.
Your Committee beg leave to report, that the G. H. P., of the G. C. of N. C., having

jurisdiction over the whole matter, they would respectfully refer it to his disposition.

GEO. WORTHAM,
R. H. PENDER, Committee.

Both of which were received, and adopted.

Comp’s Daniel, Marshall and. Cosby, asked and obtained leave of

absence.

Comp. F. M. Capehart, asked and obtained leave of absence, and

appointed Comp. T. W. Brown, his proxy.

The Grand Chapter called ofl’ ’till to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M.

ROBT. G. RANKIN, Grand Sedij.

Thursday,

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

.5th June, 1851, 10 A. M.

P. W. Fanning, G. H. P.

A. Martin, P. G. H. P.

R. H. Pender, G. King, p. t.

T. J. Judkins, G. Scribe, p. t-

A. Martin, G. M. p. t.

George Wortliam, G. R. A. C. p. t.

Jas. H. Moore, G. M. 3 V. p. t.

E. W. Hines, G. M. 2 V.

E. Myers, G. M. 1 V.

T. W. Brown, G, Treas’r.

R. G. Rankin, G. Sec’y.

L. L. Stevenson, G. Lec’r.

Rev. W m. Burge, G. Chaplin, p. 1.

Hiram W. Foy, (t. Tyler, p. t.
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[. Capeliart, H. P,

U George Wortham.
M. Paschall, H. P.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM SUEORDINATE CHAPTERS.
Concord, No. 1, R. G. Rankin, H. P.

Mt. Ararat, No. 3, W. Brown, proxy- of F.

Concord, No. 5, Comp. R. H. Pender.

Temple, No. 6,

Oxford, No. 8,

Wm. Burge, H. P., T. J. Judkins, S.,

Comp. J. H. Moore.

Union, No. 17, Eli W. Hines, H. P.

Salisbury, No. 20, E. Myers, H. P.

Visitors—Comp. H. P. Russell.

Comp. Robt. G. Rankin, the G. H. Priest elect, was duly installed

in office by M. E., P. W. Fanning, P. G. H, P.

The M. E. G. H. P., then made the following appointments

:

Warrenton,No. 9,

Comp. Peter Custis,

E. Myers, “

E. W. Hines, “

R. H. Pender, “

Geo. Wortham,“
H. W.Foy,

of Newborn, G. P. S.
“ Salisbury, G. R. A. C.
“ Duplin, G. M. 3 V.

TarJjoro’, “ “ 2 “

Bertie, “ “ 1 “

Wilmington, G. Tyler.
The Officers elected and appointed were duly installed by the M.

E. G. II. P., (those absent by proxy.)

The M. E. G. H. P., appointed

M. E,, Comp. L. L. Stevenson, of Virginia, Grand Lecturer.

Committee of Finance, Comp’s P. W. Fanning, A. Martin, T. W.
Brown.
On motion of Comp. P. W. Fanning,
Resolved, That the Giiiiid Treasurer be instructed to pay Comp. II. W. Foy, Ten

Dollars for his services as Grand ’I’yler.

The committee on Proceedings and Returns, made the following

report, which was receivetl and adopted.
The committee on Keturns beg leave to report that they have examined the several re-

turns of the following Subordinate Chapters and find them correct.

Exalted. Deaths, E.xpellcd.

Concord, No. 1, Wilmington, 10 1

Mount Ararat, U. D., 15

Roanoke, No. 4, 5 1

Concord, No. 5, 10 1

Temple, U. D., 14

Eureka, No, 7, 5 1

Oxford, U. D., 11 !

Warronton, U. D., 22
Raleigh, No. 10, 9 2

Cherokee, U. D,, 11

Lafayette, U. D.. :5

Conoho, U.D., 21
Union, No.. 17, 13
Salisbury, No. 20, 17

Total. m 6 1
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The following Chapters have made no returns, Phoenix, No, 2; Chorazin, No. 13;

Keystone, No. 19; and Gaston, No, 18.

They recommend that the EJxpulsion of Thomas B. Jones, by Oxford Chapter, be

confirmed.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

ROBT. H. PENDER, one of the Committee.

Comp. A. Martin, offered the following resolution which was

adopted.

Resolved, That whenever a Convention of High Priests shall assemble in this juris-

diction, the President thereof shall report proceedings to the Grand Secretary, who shall

record the same in the books of the Grand Chapter.

On motion of Comp. Myers,

Resolved, That the M. B. G. H. P. be authorized to procure 30 suitable Aprons, for the

use of this Grand Chapter.

Comp. Myers offered the following resolution, which was adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due, and are hereby tendered to

St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, and to Concord Chapter, No. 1, for their kind attention extend-
ed to us during this Convocation, and for the use of their Hall.

On motion of Comp, Wm. Burge,

Resolved, That the thanks of the Grind Chapter be tendered to M. E., P. W. Fan-
ning, P. G. H. P., for the able manner in which he has conducted the proceedings of the

same.

On motion of Comp. Martin,

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be, and is hereby authorized to have 200 copies of

the proceedings of this Grand Chapter printed, including the Constitution adopted at the

present session.

During the Convocation the following High Priests were duly in-

stalled.

M. E., F. M. Capehart, of Mt. Ararat Chapter, No. 3,
“ W. W, Daniel, “ Roanoke “ “ 4,
“ Z. M. Paschall, “ Oxford “ “

8,
“ 'Wm. Burge, “ Warrenton “ “ 9,

And the work as adopted by the General Grand Chapter exempli-

fied by Comp. L. L. Stevenson, Grand Lecturer.

The Grand Chapter closed in “ Solemn Form,” to meet again on

the first Monday in June, A.-. D. 1852, A.-. I. 238f.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, Grand Sec'y=
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PROCEEDINGS
Of the Convention of the members of the Grand Chapter of North

Carolina and Delegates from Subordinate Chapters, held in >St.

Johns Halli in Wilmington, on Tuesday, the 3d June, 1851, pur-

suant to order, for the purpose of deciding upon the permanent
location of the Grand Chapter.

PRESENT

;

P. W. Fanning,

Alfred Martin,

John W. Cosby,

T. W. Brown,

Robt. G. Rankin,

M. E. G. H. P.
“ “ P G. H. P.
“ “ G. King.

G. Treasurer.

G. Sec’y.

DELEGATES FROM SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.

Concord, No. 1, R. G. Rankin, John A Taylor,

Roanoke, “ 4, W. W. Daniel, P. S. Marshall,

Concord, “ 5, R. H. Pender,

Temple, “ 6, George Wortham,

Eureka, “ 7, Peter Custis, T. R. Wilson,

Oxford, “ 8, Z. M. Paschall,

Warrenton, “ 9, Wm. Burge, T. J. Judkins, J. H. Moore,

Raleigh, “ 10, John W. Cosby,,

Union, “ 17, E. W. Hines,

Salisbury, “
20, E. Myers.

M. E., P. W. Fanning was appointed President and Robert G.

Rankin, Secretary.

On motion of Comp. Moore,

Resolved, That the vote in Convention be taken by Chapters.

Resolved, That in case of a tie, where there are but two Delegates present from any

Chapter, the higher officer of the two shall give the third vote of his Chapter.

The Convention proceeded to ballot for the location, which re-

sulted as follows

:

Wilmington, 27. Raleigh, 8.

The Convention adjourned sine die.

P. W. FANNING, Pres't.

R. G. Rankin, Sedy.
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Wilmington, N. C., 3clJnne, A. , f). 1851. A. . I. 2381

A Convention of High Priests assembled in St. John’s Hall.

PRESENT.

“ E. Myers,
“ E. W. Flines,

M. Companions John W. Cosby, High Priest elect of Raleigh

Chapter, No. 10, and Wm. Ihirgo, H. P. elect of Warrenton Chapter,

No. 0, presented their Certificates of Election, and were consecrated

High Priests of the order of Melchisidcc, in solemn form. '

Thursday, 4th June, 1851.

A Convention of High Priests assembled m St. John’s Hall.

PRESENT,
M. E., L. L. Stevenson, President,

E. Comjianians Z. M. Paschall, of Oxford Chapter, No. 8, W. W.
Daniel, of Roanoke, No. 4, and F. M. Capehart, of Mt. Ararat, No.

3, presented Certificates of hllection as High Priests of their resjrec-

tivc Chajrters, and were consecrated High Priests of the order of

Meldiisidec, in solemn form.

A LIST or “linni PlitESTS" in the state of north CAROLINA

M. E., L. L. Stevenson, President,

Master of Ceremonies
Conductor,.

Kecorder,

Alfred Martin,

P. W. Fannino-,

Robt. G. Rankin,

ii E. Myers,

P. W. Fanning,
R. G. Rankin,
E. W. Hines,

Master of Ceremonies,

Conductor,

Recorder,

ROBT. G. RANKIN, Recorder.

Uhlmington, M. K., Janies F. McRee,

Sali.sbnry,

Roxhoi o’,

. (

Ale.x. Macllae,

P. W. Fanning,

Alfred Martin,

Isaac Northrop,

Dugald McMillan,

Robert C. Rankin,

Wm. G. Hill,

K. H. Freeman,
Joim W. Co.sby,

E. Myer.s,

C 11. Jordan,
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Fayeltcvillf, .M. E ,
Robert Strange,

U “ .Tohn Mcllac,
i( Ed. L. Winslow,

Duplin, U L. R. Loftin,
(% Eli W, nines.

'rnrboro’, (( Lewis Bond,
“ (( Wm. Geo. Thomas

Halifa.x, / W. W. Daniel,
U C. N. Webb,

Goldsboro’, James Griswold,

0.x ford, Zeb. M. Paschall,

Warrenton, Wm. Burge,
Murfreesboro’, u F. M. Capehart,

Newborn, u A. T. Jerkins.

The above list comprises all the lligli Priests, as far as can bo at this

time ascertained, should there be any omissions, the Grand Secretary would

be pleased to receive notice to enable him to make a complete register.

The Grand Chapter of North Carolina, in Account with

T. W. Brown, Grand Treasurer.

1850, Jan. 4, To John Banks for Tyling - - - - iS 7 00
“ “ “ “ Appropriation Union Chapter, No. 17, - - 15 00
“ ‘‘ “ Remitted Key Stone Chapter, ... .06 00
“ “ “ “ Salisbury Chapter. ... 30 00
“ Jan. 10, Paid Secretary, . . ... 48 27
“ Aug. 15, “ A. A. Brown, - - . - 26 75
“ Sept. 7, Clicck on N. Y., L. L, Stevenson, - • 100 00
“ Dec. 7, Paid Printing, (Carolinian,) - - - 1 50
‘ “ 14, “ “ ' (A. A. Brown.) - - - I 25
“ “ 21 “ K. G. Rankin, (Charters,) • - 30 00

1851, April 23. “ S. & D. Teller for Collars, - - 96 48
“ “ “ “ Subscription to Ma.sonic Review, - - 1 00
“ May 27, “ Hodges for Desk, - - - - 11 75
“ “ 31, To Book Binding,—Carteret, - - - 2 62
“ June 2, Set of Jewels, - . . 70 00
“ May Paid A. A. Brown, Printing, . - - 1 50
“ To amount Paid Finance Committee, - 700 00

Balance on hand, - - - - 167 05

1850, Jan. 4.
“ “ 5,

26,

22 ,

31,

1851
Julv

.Vi av t

lunc

By ain’t bro’t up, balance on hand.
Dues from Koanoke Chapter,
Check,
Dues from Roanoke Chapter,

By 6 mo.'-'. Intere.st on 85U6,
'• “ Cash, - -

2, “ Dues from sundry Chapters,

3, “ Raleigh Chapter,
“ “

1 yr. III. on §200— I. Northrop,

Balance hro’t down,

fixainined and found Correct.

.§569 17

15 <10

90 00
15 00
15 00

548 00
75 00
15 00
12 00

§167 05

8, 30 OO

§1,346 17

- §1,346 17

P. W. FANNING,';
IN(V W COSBY, 5

§107 (10

CoiTimiUee.
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Retukns of Chapters working under the jurisdiction of the Grand

Chapter of North Carolina.

Concord Chapter, No. 1,—Wilmington.

OFFICERS.
M. E., Robt. G. Rankin, High Priest,

“ S. D. Wallace, King,
“ B. G. Bates, Scribe,

Comp. E. J. Lutterloh, Captain of the Host,
“ Robt. Strange, Jr. Principal Sojourner,

H. P. Russell Royal Arch Captain,
“ R. Morris, Master 3 Veil,
“ W. J. Price, u 2 ‘‘

“ D. Teller, U ((

“ John A. Taylor, Treasurer,
“ M. Cronly, Secretary.
“ A. Paul Repiton, Chaplain,
“ H. W. Foy, Janitor.

MEMBERS.
P. W. Fanning, G. H. P., T. D. Meares,

Alfred Martin, P. G. H. P., J. S. James,
Alex. McRae, Sr., P. H. P., J. Wilkinson,
Isaac Northrop, P. H. P., W.. D. Smith,

Thomas Marshall, R. Maxwell,
Thomas Cowan, J. R. Beaman,
L. H. Marsteller, Cyrus Packard,
A. A. Brown, Joseph Green,
Geo. Harriss, James T. Miller,

D. McMillan, D. A. Lament,
A. McRae, Jr., Robert Fenner,
G. R. French, A. B. Chesnut,
T. F. Gause, Treat F. Peck,
John Christian, Owen Fennell,
Rev. William Closs, J. R. Redman,
Talcott Burr, Jr,, Thomas I. Faison,
S. D. Wallace, W. W. Harriss,
John Smith, E. V. Kelly,
C. B. Morris, Wm. Murphy,
E. Wolfe, C. McMillan,
T. W. Brown, Alex. Lament,
D. E. Roberts, Alfred Smith,
John D. Powers, Wm. G. Jones,
Rev. Wm. C. Parks, T. C. Worth,
Wm. A. Burr, Wm. J. Price,

J. A. Silliman, Wm. Huntington,
S. Teller, Jacob Lyon,
I. B. Smith, Wm. C. Howard,
O. L. Fillyaw, John McAuslan,
Rev. S. H. Brown, T. F. Robeson,
J, B Russell, John Nutt,
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Oupn ilolmes,

Fiiruos IJurnev,

R. li. Ti’oy,

J. A. Barnes,

W. ]<]. Freeman,
.1. M. Foy,

II. Ilirsli',

John Garwood,
John Branton,

Admitted 0 ;
I^xalted IG

J. I'l. Melts,

C. F. Murphy,
P. D. 'J’ravvick,

J. H. Wright,
J. J. McDngald,
W. C. Willkings,

A. J. Howell,

J. II. Allen,

Samuel Rond.

Witlidrawn 0 ;
Deaths 1 ;

Suspensions 1 ,

Rejections 1.

Phami.x, No. 2,— Fayetteville,—No Returns.

Mt. Ararat, No. 3,—Murfreesboro’,—Late Under Dispensation

Roanoke, No. 4,—Halifax.

OFFICERS.
M. E., William W. Daniel, High Priest,

“ Thos. L. B. Gregory, King,
“ John T. Pope, Scribe,

Comp. A. V. Russell, Captain of the Host,
“ Thomas G. Lowe, Principal Sojourner,
“ W. L. Long, R. A. Captain,
“ W. H. Underhill, Master 3 Veil.

“ William E. Lane, “ 2 “

“ W. W. Brickell, U
jj^

U

“ F. S. Marshall, Treasurer,
“ C. N. Webb, Secretary,
“ HA. Sledge, Janitor.

MEMBERS.
C. N. Webb, Hezekiah Lassiter,

John 'I'. Pope, T. S. Brownlow,
William L. Long, Cary Whitaker,
Wm. W. DanieC A. W. Simmons,
Wm. H. Underhill, M. ,C. VVhitaker,

A. V. Russell, George W. Gary,

T. J. Anderson, W. E. Lane,

F. S, Marshall, A. G, Jones,

James R. Wilkes, H. J. Macon,

W, W. Brickell, J. J. Judkins,

Herbert A. Sledge, Rev. Wm. Burge,

John W. lieptinslalh J. II. Moore,

James B. Yellowby, James S. Snow,
Sterling 11. Gee, James II. Parker,

Benjamin Burnett, L. II. Whitaker,

'I'liaddeus Davis, Rev, T. G. Lowe.

Adviinccd r : P M,, l^xaltcd •'3
; Deaths 1
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Concord, No. 5,—Tarboro’.

^OFFICERS.

M. E., William Geo. Thomas,
“ Lewis Bond,
“ Henry T. Clark,

Comp. William Norfleet.

“ Louis C. Pender,
“ James Mehegan,
“ Williams. Long,
“ Josiah S. Pender,

William H. Hines,
“ Robt. II. Pender,

L. D. f'armer,
“ Redden Daug.htery,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Captain ot the Host,

Principal Soiourner,

R. A. Captain,

G. M. 3 V.
“ 2 “

“ 1 “

TyleP.

Benj. M. Jackson,

D. S. Crenshaw,

Benjamin Batts,

P. S. Sugg,

Henry Bryan,

.\rthur S. Mooring,

Jesse H. Drake,

Westly Swift,

John F. Hughes,
Jobn R. Mercer,

B. C. Watson,

Redden Daughtery,
William Andrews,
Admitted 9; Exalted 10; Wit

Suspensions

W. H. Smith,

John H. Drake,

Solomon Pender,

John Moorning,
Andrew E. Gill,

William Crocket,

William J. Armstrong,

T. C. Hearn,
James Nelson,

William F. .Mercer,

Arthur Freeman,
John G. Williams,

rawn 4 ;
Deaths I

;
Expulsions 0 ;

; Rejections 0 ;

Temple, No. G,— Windsor,— Late Under Dispensation.

Eureka, No. 7,—Newbern.

OFFICERS.
M. E., A. T. Jerkins,

“ Matthew A. Outten,
“ Rev. J. M, C. Breaker,

Comp. Andrew H. Richardson,
“ Peter Custis,
“ Edward F. Smallwood,
“ Luther R. Clark,
“ Thomas R. Wilson,
“ Oliver S. Dewey,

‘i
JohiiD. Whitford.

“ E. R. StanI)',

Levi Stone,
“ Rev. Jacob Utley.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,^

Roy;.l Arch Captain,

G. M. 3 Veil,
U 2 “

“ I «

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler,

Chaplain.
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MEMBERS.
Rev. William B. Welloiis, George Green,

Win. C. Hunter, Edward R. Coward,
Edward F. Smallwood, William C. Pittman,

John Plarvey, Sr., Ashley A. Allen,

John A. Brookfield, F. B. Harrison,

Thomas Sparrow, Sr., Allen Blount.

James Hayward,

Admitted 5 ;
E.xalted 5 ;

Withdrawn 2; Deaths 1; Exj)ulsii.'ns 0 ,

Suspensions 0 ;
Pcejections 0.

Oxford, No. 8,—Oxford,—Late Under Dispensation.

Warrenton, No. 9,—Warrenton,—Late Under Dispensation.

Roleigh, No. 10,—Raleigh.

OFFICERS.

Comp.

M. E., John W. Cosby,
“ Charles H. Johnson,

Dabny Cosby,

John R. Harrison,

Wm. J. Clark,

James T. Marriott,

Wm. Dallas Haywood,
J. J. Biggs,

Albert Johnson,

William H. High,

John Kane,

James Terrell,

William G. Hill.

Robert W. Seawell,

VVilliam D. Cooke,

Joseph Weltering,

Willie W. Johnson,

James G. Jeffreys,

Alston A. Jones,

William F. Collins,

Willie D. Jones,

Joseph 'P. Hunter,

Daniel B. Griffin,

William Thomas Bain,

C. W. D. Plutchings,

Exaltations 9 j
Rejections 0 ;

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

Secretary,

Treasurer,

G. M. 3 Veil,

“ 2 “
“ 1 “

Janitor.

MEMBERS.
James D. Newsom.
Joseph D. Powell,

Jefferson M. I^ovejoy,

John O. Jeffreys,

Thomas Young,
Thomas Jefierson Utley,

Rufus T. Heflin,

Eldridge Smith,

Henry W._ Miller,

James Harris,

S. Dorsey Beavers,

Calvin J. Rogers,

Edward Yarbrough, Sen.

Withdrawals 0 ;
Deaths 2 ;

Expulsions

Suspensions 0.

Jjiifayctte. No, 11,—Hillsboro’,—Late Under Dis[iensation.
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Conoho, No. 12,—Hamilton,—Late Under Dispensation.

Chorazin, No. 13,—Greensboro’,—No Returns.

Cherokee, No. 14,—Hertfoid,—Late Under Dispensation.

Union, No. 17,—Duplin.

OFFICERS.

.M. E., Eli W. Hines,
“ Daniel Bowden,
“ Joel Loftin,

Comp., Thomas Wright,
“ Samuel Loftin,

“ L. R. Loftin,

“ Buck Bowden,
“ B. C. Bowden,
“ Jas. Winders,
“ Oates S. Lewis,
“ C. D. Hill,

» Wm. H. G. Sikes,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

Master 3 Veil,

“ 2 “
U 2

(C

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.

John Wright,

David Jones,

D. B. Newton,
G. W. Wallace,
Wm. Hollowell,

Wm. F. Pollock,

Jesse J. Baker,

David Wright,

Joseph R. Hatch,

Lewis F. Carr,

Edward W. Fonville,

Wm. Caraway,

Exalted 13; Rejections 0; Withdrg

Suspens

James F. McDufFy,
John E. Becton,

A. R. Hicks,

Henry Swinson,

F. B. Millard,

James W. Blount,

Thomas J. Judson,

Exum L. Powell,

Hanson F. Murphy,
Joseph J. Ward,
A. Guy,
John Caraway,

rals 2 ;
Deaths 0 ;

Expulsions 0 ;

)ns 0.

Gaston, No 18,—Roxboro’,—No Returns.

Key Stcne, No. 19,—Plymouth,—No Returns.

Salisbury, No. 20,—Salisbury.

OFFICERS.
M. E., E. Myers,

“ Hand James,
“ Archibald Caldwell,

Comp. Daniel Coleman,
“ J. A. Worth,
“ Dolphin A . Davis,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Captain of the Host,
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Comp., Luke Blackmer, Principal Sojourner,

“ Henry C. Siinonton, Royal Arch Captain.

“ David W. Honeycutt, Master 3 Veil,

“ .1. M. Coffin, “ 2 “

“ John J. Shaver, 1
U

“ T. Page Ricaud, Chaplain,
“ Obadiah Woodson, Janitor.

MEMBERS.
Thales McDonald, Alexander Springs,

Myer Myers, James G. Ramsey,
Robert Burns, Archibald Honeycutt,

A. D. Montgomery, T. J. Bryan,

Turner Pinkston, George M. Makepeace,
A. M. Booe, G. W. Johnson,

Braxton Baily, John Kelly,

Jehu Hank, Robert S. Young,
Preston W. Wooley, Samuel Rose,

Thomas Trotter, Charles L. Partee,

Samuel Taylor, Joseph F. Chambers,
Tiercel Thompson, James Pascoe,

David D. Salmon, B. Clegg,

A. P. Alsabrook, Clarkson Coffin,

George Riley, George W. Farrable,

James A. Johnson, F. !\I. Ross,

William Hunter,

Admitted 1 ;
Exalted 17 ;

Withdrawn 0 ;
Deaths 0 ;

Expelled 0 ;

Rejected 1.



•

;

CH’,.- • ;• 3. v{j ^ W.pi'i^yk n
,v J ' ' -

..
••••

. ;'^''r f
-' ‘

Vi .

’•••-...
^ ^

. ,-
,

- ' .-(.

.:s^:

- v'./'jV
c

_

'. •;k ;
• •.

i:,-'

i

'
.

-'• '-.
• '

Jrrr;'.‘rT.":>r
••'• •

'iiv , '. ‘'T • '. ' ''
•

.

:
. /

.u-

•
= t

--
•. ;'>

'<
.i

V’

' '

"r:1- .V •.;, - .." ?vj^'

|i, A: i-

a-f.i

T' /
./ f

Vr .

• 3
._ t ' ^



FORM OF RETURNS FOR A SUBORDINATE URAFTER.

Return of Chapter, No.
,
working-

under jurisdiction of the M. Fi. Grand Royal Arch Cliapter of North

(Carolina.

Regular Meetings held on

OFFICERS.

MEMBERS. MEMBERS.

Exaltations. Rejections.
Witlidraw-

als.
Deaths.

Expul-

.sioiis.
Suspensions

Total No. of

Members.

Form of Pi'oxy for the Priest, Kiu^ or Scribe of a
Subordinate Chapter.

I, A. Ik, (High Priest, King or Scribe,) of

Chapter, No. constitute Companion C. D., my proxy to represent

me at the next Convocation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of

the State of North Carolina, to be held in Wilmington, on the

day of in the year of A.-. I. 238 A.-. D. 185

W'itness my hand and seal this day of A.-.

D. 185

[SEAL.]



OF THE

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER
OF

NOUTH CAROLINA,
REVISED AND ADOPTED, JUNE, 1851.

Article 1. This Grand Royal xArch Chapter shall consist of the

following otficers, viz : Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand High
Priest. Grand King, Grand Scribe, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secreta-

ry, Grand Marshal, Grand Tyler, together with the Past Grand Higli

Priests, Past Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes, and of

the High Priests, Kings and Scribes for the time being of the seve-

ral Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter. All of

whom shall be entitled to a vote, except the Grand Tyler. Provid-

ed. that when any Past Grand officer shall cease to be a member of

a Subordinate Chapter, his membership in this Grand Chapter shall

cease.

Article 3. The regular Communications of this Grand Chapter
shall be held in Wilmington, N. C., on the first Monday m June, in

each year. And in case of the absence ot the Grand iligh Priest,

the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King or Grand Scribe, or

either of them shall preside, taking precedence according to rank :

in the absence of all the above named officers, then the oldest Past

Grand officer of those grades present, and if there be none of the

Past Grand officers of the rank above named present, then the High
Priest of the oldest Subordinate Chapter present, shall have power to

preside, and the Representatives of three Subordinate Chapters shall

constitute a quorum. And if on the day of meeting there be not a
quorum present, the Presiding officer may adjourn the Grand Chap-
ter from day to day, until the close of the fourth datL when if no
quorum he present, the meeting shall be adjourned until the next
Annual meeting, unless sooner or especially convened.
Articled. The officers of this Grand Chapter shall be chosen

at each regular Annual Communication, for the term of one year.

But should the Annual Communication not be held at the stated

time, tliey shall hold their offices until others are cho.sen. And tlie

Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests respectively, for the tune be-

ing. shall have po\rer Id call .special lueeting.s wliemwer tlwv rsiiall
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deem it expedient, of which all the Subordinate Chapters shall be
didy notified.

Article 4. All questions before this Grand Chapter shall be de-

termined by a majority of votes cast.

Article 5. The constitutional officers of this Grand Chapter
shall be elected by ballot, except the Grand Lecturer and Grand Ty-
ler, who shall respectively, be appointed by the Grand High Priest,

all of whom if present, shall be duly Installed into their respective

offices before the closing of the Grand Communication. And if any
officer be absent at the time of his election or appointment, he shall

be immediately notified by the acting Grand Secretary, with a re-

quest that he signify his acceptance or refusal of the office, within
Thirty days. And should any officer so notified, decline serving, or

neglect to give notice within the specified time, then such office shall

be deemed vacant, and filLd by the appointment of the Grand
High Priest, or in case of his death, absence or inability, by the

Deputy Grand High Priest, and all other vacancies of offices by
death or otherwise, may be filled as above.

Article 6. None but a regular Royal Arch Mason, holding mem-
bership ill a Subordinate Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be
admitted to a seat in this Grand Chapter as proxy, nor shall he rep-

resent more than three members at the same Communication. And
all persons acting in that capacity must be furnished with creden-
tials by the members so represented.

Article 7. The Grand Lecturer shall be furnished with a com-
mission by the Grand High Priest, under the seal of the Grand Chap-
ter, attested by the Grand Secretary, which commission shall remain
in force until the next Annual Communication succeeding his ap-

pointment, unless revoked by the Grand High Priest. And it shall

be his duty, at the request of any Subordinate Chapter under this

jurisdiction, to visit such Chapter, and instruct them in the work
lectures, and all things appertaining to the govermneiit of a Chapter
and the interest of Royal Arch Masonry. And the Chapter so em-
ploying him, shall make him such compensation as shall be agreed

upon by the parties. He shall keep a record of his proceedings, and
report the same to the Grand High Priest when required, and to the

Grand Chapter at its Annual Communication
;
and shall, make no

alterations in the work or lectures adopted by this Grand Chapter.

Article 8. A Committee of Three shall be appointed at each
Annual Communication immediately after the Installation of the

Grand officers, to be styled the Committee of Finance, whose duty
it shall be to examine and audit all bills presented against the Grand
Chapter, together with the Books and accounts of the Grand Trea-

surer and Secretary, and report at the Annual Communication im-

mediately succeeding their appointment, and previous to the election

of officers. They shall also have power to invest from time tn time

any funds belonging to this Grand Chapter.



Article 0. This Grand Chapter, at every Cominuuication, shall

be opened in solemn form previous to the transaction of any business.

Article 10. The Members .of, and S,epresentatives to this Grand
Chapter, must appear properly clothed with the badges of a Royal

Arch Mason.
Article 11. The Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary shall

iiave their Books ready for examination at the commencement of

each Annual Communication of this Grand Chapter
;
and for their

services shall receive such compensation as this Grand Chapter may
approve.

Article 12. Every petition to this Grand Chapter for a Warrant
to open a new Royal Arch Chapter, must be signed by at least Nine
Regular Royal Arch Masons within this jurisdiction, and accompa-
nied with a certificate from the Chapter within the State nearest the

contemplated location of the new Chapter, vouching for the', moral

character and Masonic abilities of the petitioners, and recommend-
ing that a warrant be granted them. And the Grand, or Deputy
Grand High Priest upon the receipt of such petition, if approved,

shall grant his Dispensation for the same, to remain in force until

the first Annual Communication of the Grand Chapter, thereafter,

when said Chapter shall petition for a Charter, unless for satisfacto-

ry reasons the warrant shall be continued until the succeeding An-
nual Communication, at which time application shall be made for a
Charter, otherwise said warrant shall be revoked.

Article 13. The Fees for a Warrant for opening and holding a
Royal Arch Chapter shall be Ninety Dollars, of which the Grand.

Secretary shall receive Ten Dollars for his services in furnishing the

same, and no warrant shall be granted until the Fees arc paid. And
when any Charter shall be granted to the Chapter having received

such Warrant, the Feds first deposited shall be credited in payment
of the same. But if a Charter be not granted, and said Warrant
be withdrawn, then the Fee shall be returned to the petitioners, ex-

cepting only such part thereof as may have been expended by
means of their application.

Article 14. The several Chapters under the Jurisdiction of this

Grand Chapter shall pay for the support thereof, into the hands of

the Grand Treasurer, annually, the sum of Fifteen Dollars. Pro-
vided, that Chapters working under a Warrant shall pay nothing
for the time they shall have held such warrant. But in case of ex-

tension of the time of application for a Charter, in which case they
shall pay the regular Fees of a Chapter under Charter, for the time
so extended, and no Chapter in arrears shall have a vote m tliis

Grand Chapter.

Article 15. No Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall change its

locg.tion, except with the concurrence of this Grand Chapter, upon
the application of a majority of the members of such vSubordinato

Chapter, rccommcndecl by the Chapter nearest the place to which it

is proposed to hr removed.
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Autk;i.e 16. Fjvcry Royal Arch Chapter viiider the jurisdiction

of this Grand Chapter, shall be represented at each Grand Convoca-
tion by their High Priest, King and Scribe, in person or by their res-

pective proxies. And whenever the first tliree olficers ofa Subordinate
Chapter, or any one of them cannot attend the Annual meeting of this

Grand Chapter, or shall fail to appoint his or their proxy or proxies to

represent tliem or their Chapter, it shall bo competent for such Chapter
to elect or appoint a delegate or proxy. And at the Annual Convoca-
tions they shall make return of the names of their officers and members,
together with all exaltations, deaths, suspensions, expulsions and
withdrawals. And if any Chapter under this jurisdiction shall fail

to assemble once in any year, or shall neglect to be represented in

this Grand Chapter for two years in succession, or shall fail for two
successive years to make returns as above, and pay its dues to this

Grand Chapter, then, and in either case of delinquency, the sa'd

Chapter shall forfeit to the use of this Grand Chapter, its Charter,

with its records, jewels, regalia, and furniture, together with its mo-
netary, and all other property of every description.

Article 17. The application of every candidate for the Degrees
in any Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be made in writing,

signed by the applicant, and recommended by a member of said

Chapter, xind said application shall lay over at least one meeting
of said Chapter for the consideration of its members, unless in cases

of emergency, so deemed by a majority of the members present.

And the vote in all cases of application for the degrees or for mem-
bership, must be unanimous to admit.

vIrticle 18. No Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Chapter, shall exalt any candidate to the degree of Royal Arch Ma-
son, for a less sum than Twenty Dollars, and no candidate shall bo

balloted for until said fee is paid, and no note of hand shall be ta-

ken by any Chapter for such fee or any part thereof.

Article 19. No Companion having been a member of any other

Chapter, shall be admitted to membership m any Chapter under this

jurisdiction until he shall have paid all arrearages to the Chapter of

which he was last a member.
Article 20. No Chapter under this jurisdiction shall exalt any

candidate who is a resident of another State, where a Subordinate

Chapter is established, without a special recommendation from the

Chapter in such State nearest his place of residence, or from one of

the three principal officers of the Grand Chapter of the State where
he resides, and no candidate living within this jurisdiction shall re-

ceive any degree in any other than the Chapter which is nearest his

place of residence, without a recommendation from said nearest

Chapter.

Article 21. No Chapter or assembly of Royal Arch Masons
Avhich may hereafter be formed within this jurisdiction, shall be

deemed legal without the sanction of a Warrant from this Grand
Cbauter; and all Masonic communication, either pub'C or private,



between any Ciiaptor, under this jurisdiction, or any of its members,
and any Chapter so illegally formed, or any person therein exaltedj

is hereby strictly forbidden, and a breach of any part of this article

shall be punished by expulsion, or exclusion from all the benefits of

this Grand Chapter.

Article 22. The High Priest, King and Scribe of any Chapter

under this jurisdiction, when not able to attend the Grand Commu-
nications, shall appoint their proxy or jwoxies, by a commission sign-

ed with their names, with their seals affixed, which commission
shall continue in force only during the year for which the said High-

Priest, King or Scribe was elected.

Article 23. This Grand Chapter shall have original jurisdiction

over all matters of controversy \vhich inay arise between any of the

Subordinate Chapters under this jurisdiction, or between members
of different Subordinate Chapters, and appellate jurisdiction in all

matters of controversy, proper for Masonic investigation, arising in

any Subordinate Chapter,

Article 24. When any member of a Chapter under this jurisdic-

tion shall be accused of any offence, which if proved against him,
would subject him to suspension or expulsion, the proceedings in

the premises shall be conducted agreeable to the following rules ;

1st, The accusation shall be made in writing over the signature

of a Royal Arch Mason, and given in charge to the Secretary of the

Chapter, who under the direction of the High Priest, shall serve or

cause the accused to be served with an attested copy of the charges,

ten days at least before the tune appointed for the examination.

Provided, the residence of the companion so charged shall be known,
and shall be within the distance of tv.renty miles of the place where
the Chapter is located. If the residence of the accused be at a
greater distance than twenty miles, but within the State, then and
in that case, a summons to appear and show cause, forwarded to

him by mail or other conveyance, thirty days before the trial, shall

be considered sufficient service. If the residence of the delinquent'

be unknown, the Chapter may proceed to examine' the charges ex
parte.

2d, '^he examination of the charges shall be had in a Chapter,
specially notified and convened for the purpose

;
at which no visi-

tors shall be admitted except as council or witnesses.

3d, The accused may select his own counsel, and the witnesses
shall testify on their honor

;
hearsay evidence shall be excluded.

4th, The question, is the accused guilty or not guilty? shall be
distinctly put to each member, commencing with the youngest mem-
ber. The answer shall be given standing, and in a distinct and au-
dible manner. The Secretary shall record the same.

5th, If the verdict lie suspension or expulsion, the proceedings
shall be sent up at tlr.' ensuing meeting of the Grand Chapter for

examination.



(itli, A sentence of expulsion shall not take ellect until coafinned
by the Grand Chapter, but shall operate as a suspension of the de.

linquent.

7th, A companion teeling himself agrieved by the decision of a
Subordinate Chapter, shall have the right of appeal to the Grand
Chapter, he having given due and timely notice to the Subordinate
Chapter, of his intention so to appeal from its decision.

8th, Whenever this Grand Chapter shall reverse or abrogate the

decision of a Subordinate Chapter, suspending or expelling a com-
panion, and shall restore him to the benefits and privileges of Ma-
sonry, he shall not thereby be restored to membership within the

body from which he was suspended or expelled, without its unani-

mous consent.

9th, In all respects other than those here specified, the proceed-

ings shall be conducted agreeably to the regulations of Ancient

Craft Masonry.
Article 25. No alteration or amendment to this Constitution

shall bo made at any other than the regular Annual Communication.
Article 26. All former Constitutions and By-Laws of this Grand

Chapter are hereby repealed.
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Grand RoyaJ Arch Chapter of the State of Korth Carolina,

To

H. P. of Chapter, No.

You are hereby ordered to cause the Proceedings of the Sixth An-

nual Grand Convocation of the Grand Chapter, to be read in your Chapter,

within two months after receipt.

ROBT. G. RANKIN, G. H. P.

Attest, H. P. Russell, Gr’d Sec’y.



PROCEEDINGS OF
Thk Sixth Annual Convocation of the M. E. Grand Royal Arch

Chapter of North Carolina, begun and held in the Hall of St.

John’s Lodge, No. 1, in Wilmington, N. C,, on Monday, the Seventh

day of June, A.-. L., 5852, A.-. I., 2382, A.-. D., 1852.

PRESENT

:

M. E., Robt. G. Rankin, G. H. P.
“ “ Alfred Martin, P. G. H. P.
u {( Fanning, G. K., p. t.

“ “ Jno. R. Harrison, G. S., p. t.

‘‘ J. H. Moore, G. Marshal,

“ W. Geo. Thomas, G. P. S. p. t.

“ Ezekiel Myers, G. R. A. C, p. t.

“ A. G. Jones, G. M. 3d V. p.t.

“ L. R. Loftin, G. M. 2d V. p. t.

“ A. A. Brown, G- M. 1st V. p. t.

Thos. W. Brown, G. Treas’r,

‘‘ Henry P. Russell, G. Sec’y.

“ Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain.
“ Hiram W. Foy, G. Tyler.

Compvs T Page Ricaud, Wm. Bagley, J. S. Pender

D. D. Phillips, and David Teller.

The Grand Chapter openeddn solemn form.

Prayer by Rev. Comp. Wm. Surge, Grand Chaplain.

The M. E. G. H. P., appointedr^he following Committees ;

On Credentials .—Companions A. A. Brown, and J. H. Moore.

On Unfinished Business.—Comp’s T. Page Ricaud. W. Bagley.

On motion of Comp, Martin,

Resolved, That all Royal Arch Masons in good standing be admitted as visitors.

The Committee on Credentials, through Comp. A. A. Ih’own,

made the following report :
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The Committee on Credentials

Concord, No. 1, by
Concord, “ 5, “

Temple, “ 6,
“

Eureka, “ 7,
“

Warrenton,“ 9, “

Raleigh, “ 10, “

Lafayette, “11, “

Chorazin, “ V.i,
“

Union, “ 17, “

Keystone, “ 19, “

Ik'alisbiiry, “ 20, “

report the following Chapters duly represented.

T. Burr, Jr., Proxy forH. P., A. A. Brown, Scribe.

J.S. Pender, Delegate.
'1'. W. Brown, Proxy.

Thos. P. Kicand, Delegate.

Rev. Wm. Burge, H. P., A. G. Jones, King, J. IL
Moore, Proxy for Scribe.

.lohn R. Harrison and Wm. J. Clarke, Delegates.
D. D. Philips, P^oxy^
E. Myers, “

L. R. Loftin, II. P.
Wm. Bagley, Proxy.
E. M yers.

A. A. BROWN,
JAS. II. MOORE. Com.

On motion of Comp. Martin,

Resolved, ThaCthe reading of the Minutes of the last Convocation be dispensed with.

Each member being furnished with a copJ^

The Grand Cliapter called off from labor to refreshment till 3

o’clock, P. M.

Monday, June 7th, 3 o’clock, M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT :

Officers and members as this morning.

Comp. C. D. Hill, Union Chapter, JNffi. 17.

Visitors : Comp’s J. J. McDugald, A. McRae, Jr.

The Committee on Credentials, through Comp. A. A. Brown,

made a further report

:

The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report further, the name of Companion
C. D. Hill, Delegate as Proxy, for the King of Union Chapter, No. 17.

A. A. BROWN,
JAS. H. MOORE,

^

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following Committees :

On Charters and Dispensations.—Comp’s A. Martin, C. D. Hill,

and J. R. Harrison.

On Returns and Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters.—Comp’s

T. Page Ricaud, A. G. Jones, and E. Myers.

0?7 Foreign Correspondence.—Comp’s T. Burr, Jr., J. H. Moore,

Josiah S. Pender, Wm. J. Clarke, and L. R. Loftin.

The M. E. G. FI. P. submitted his Annual Report.

In accordance with the provisions of our Constitution, we have assembled. Compan-

ions, in Grand Convocation, as representatives of the various interests of our respective

Chapters
;

to pass regulations for the good of the whole, harmonize wherever there may be

conflict of opinion, and by our actions, endeavor to diffuse the true principles of our Or-

der throughout our jurisdiction. But, as we are taught on entering the portals of our

mystic Temple, a belief in a Supreme Deity; that no one slioidd engage in any great and
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important undertaking without invoking His aid, let us with one voice, ofter out supplica-

tions to the Supreme Grand High Priest, that by the inspiration of his wisdom we may the

better be enabled to strengthen and support, beautify and adorn the Temple of Masonry.

Acting, as we are, in a legislative capacity, I deem it my duty to caution against un-

due haste; to recommend due deliberation and a careful survey, in all its bearings, of

every question submitted for your consideration, so that whatever position the Grand

Chapter of North Carolina may assume, she may be sustained by reason and argument-

In the proceedings of our sister Grand Chapters, much will be found to commend, some-

thing, perhaps, to condemn; these things will doubtless be forcibly presented by the ap-

propriate committee. To these points I ask your careful attention, desiring that North

Carolina may possess her proper influence in the constellation of Grand Chapters, always

\ as ready to condemn error as to sustain truth. But I doubt not the Representatives here

assembled, will yield to none, supremacy in their devotion to the true principles of Mason-

ry, and their ardent desire to sustain the position and dignity of our Grand Chapter in

promulgating that which

“ From its base.

Even from the turret’s trim to tallest spire.

Is of choicest Masonry.”

The long mooted question of the jurisdiction end position of the Royal and Select De-

grees still agitates our sister Grand Chapters. This Grand Chapter, anxious for the proper

settlement, has labored to throw light upon the perplexing question, has proposed a mode

of settlement; and has appealed to the Parent Head of Royal Arch Masonry to claim or dis-

• claim them, but the General Grand Chapter has failed or feared to assume the power.

And now we have the strange anomaly of il/asons in different States, acknowledging the

same power, loo'king to the same source for light, travelling dilfcrent roads to the “sum-

mit and perfection of ancient Masonry.”

The rapid increase of Masonry—Ancient Craft and Royal Arch—throughout our land

within a few }'ears past, has and ought to be a source of gratulation to every Mason. But

in our prosperity, it would oftentimes be well to recollect, that the strength of Masonry is

not in its numbers, but in the virtue and wisdom of its members. To pause and ask, wheth-

er many in the multitude who have knocked at our doors and been admitted within the

vails have not been fully content, and deemed themselves experts in the mysteries of the

craft, forgetting that Masonry is a science, requiring deep and severe study to be under-

stood and appreciated, and that by their admission, they have but laid the foundation,

upon wdiich to build their future moral and Masonic edifice.

The age is a progressive one. The spirit of enterprize is awakened, and we fear the

feelings of the man may rise superior to the duties of the Mason. But il/asonry cannot

progress, its laws, its principles, its traditions are unchangeable, immutable, and even in

these times of improvement, the wisdom of its great founders cannot be equalled.

It is out duty to guard it from innovation, to guard it faithfully from all influences, of

whatever nature, calculated to detract from its usefulness or lower it from the high respect

its dignity demands from the world.

Already do we see an exile received in our Lodges and told that we as M.rsous, burned

with enthusiam, sympathized with him in his efforts to secure the freedom of his country,

and solemnly avouching that that country “ought of right to be free.” Already are we

told that we, as American Masons, “feel that we are citizens of a glorious republic, whose

“ arms are destined to open a wider field, to exert a mighty influence in modify-ing other

“government's,” so “that national liberty will sooner or later be enjoyed by every civilized



6

“ ponple.” Conipaiiions, wilh these things Masonry has nothing to do. Hers is the more
peaceful duty of ameliorating tlie condition of mankind, not by force of arms, but by
charity. Not that we would detract from the right of the individual Mason to think, feel

and act as his pleasure may dictate on such subjects, but we deprecate their introduction into

Lod gos or their incorporation into Masonic Addresses.

An evil now claiming the attention of Masons in other States, may with equal proprie-

ty be applied to our own. I allude to a certain degree of levity prevailing to a greater or

less e.xtent during our ceremonies. Is there an intelligent Mason who can point to our

ceremonies in Masonry without there linding food for solemn retiection? Is there in our

ritual one sentence, hut is well calculated to excite the most solemn sentiments in one of

sufficient intelligence to underitand its symbolic meaning? There is in every ceremony
and in every word of Masonry, so:nething intended to convey sO)iie great and solemn truth.

I invite your attention to the remarks of the Deputy Grand High Priest of Georgia on this

subject. He says, “ The levity too frequently displayed on occasions of the perfoimauce of

the Masonic work of the Craft,should be eifectually discountenanced and thoroughly reform-

ed. He who sees in every expressive phrase of our sublime ritual, the peculiar symbolic

teachings ol the Order, has his mind occupied with other and far different sensations;

while to the initiate who fails to perceive, through the acted allegory, the great moral les-

sons which lie beyond, his very thoughtlessness should display his unfitness for the posi-

tion he occupies.” Companions, treasure these words. Take them home with you, and
let your c.xample teach their importance, thereby influencing the conduct of those you
represent.

There is another subject. Companions, to which I must advert. One to which too

much indifference is generally manifested. I allude to a regular attendance upon Chap-’

ter meetings. How often the case, that business of the utmost importance is compelled to

lie over from time to time, on account of inattention to this imperative duty? And not

unfrequently a worthy Brother, after knocking at our door, is kept without for months;

because forsooth, the members are indifferent to his claims, as well as the Chapter, whose

interest they should protect and foster. It is not expected that a Mason will compromit

the prior claim of his family or bo inattentive to the demands of business, but that a

proper regard will always be shown by him to every summons to attend his Chapter

when he can conveniently do so. There is no surer index of an unsound condition of

a Chapter, than an indifference to this important duty, and certainly no surer means of

extinguishing the vestal flame, which should ever be kept alive, as well in the hearts of

its members, as upon its sacred altar. Punctuality in the duties of the compting liousc,

is to the merchant a chief source of success. The Husbandmen must plant and culti-

vale his grain in spring and summer, with due regularity if he hopes to reap an abundant

harvest in autumn. And hut ill success would attend the practice of the healing art, if

indifference and irregularity marked the intercourse of the physician with a patient.

And so in all the departments of business, regularity in attention to all its demands, is

the only sure guarantee of ultimate success. With equal propriety may it be said, that

without a proper attention to this essential duty by us as .Masons, .Masonry must languish

and fail to maintain that high position, and social and moral influence to which it aspires

and to which it is so peculiarly adapted. The important business that may come at eack

meeting demands and should receive the interested attention of tlie members of every

Chapter. How can the imposing ceremonies, and the language of Masonry so peculiarly

beautiful, have their proper effect, while the officers and members are irregular in their

attendance, so indifferent, and what is worse, so often ignorant of their respective duties •

The liikt'warmno.ss now so prevalent in this regard, resulting principally from tliis very
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cause, will, without a remedy, prove a mildew blight, that will tariiisirihe fair escutcheon

of our Order, which has so long been preserved and handed down to us. And to it will

the finger of scorn be pointed, and with more propriety than we can now foresee, will the

question be asked in regard to it, “who will show us any good?” It is my opinion, and

from the high position in which your unmeritedjconfidence has placed me, I give it utter-

ance. It is better for Masonry that a Chapter should cease to exist, than be maintained in

a sickly existence, by the cold indiflTerence which I fear exists in soijie of our Subordinates.

I know not that these words come with equal force and justice to all the Chapters in

this jurisdiction. I hope they do not. But such as are amenable to them, I conjure, by

the claims Masonry has upon them, and by their love for the Order, that they give more

diligent heed to this important duty.

Whatever analogy there may be in Masonry to revealedjreligioji, necessarily exists from

the nature of its doctrines and the purity of its precepts. Masonry claims but an humble

station as a co-wotker in inculcating the true principles of morality, acting as a powerful

agent of virtue. It is but a great social, moral compact, composed of men fraternizing

and working together in disseminating brotherly love, relief-and truth, and while acknowledg-

ing the “Great Author” of all good, and having as their great light His Holy Word, can,

and does boast of perfect freedom from sectarian influences. Around its mystic altar, are

found men of all nations, kindred and tongue, united with one voice and heart in oS’ering

their devotion to the Great I Am—ever remembering a Brother’s welfare in their adora-

tions. Masonry being thus universal, teaches us the universality of Charity—its ennobling

virtue. To this the attention of Masons are particularlyjdirected—the cupjof cold water

cheerfully given, the timely intimation of approaching danger, the gentle correction of

error, words kindly spoken—arc in instances^more powerful, making a more deep and last-

ing impression, proving far more effectual than the most lavish bestowal of gold and silver.

But to advise the erring and relieve the distressed are not the only attributes of Charity.

It extends to all the walks of life, to matteis beyond the grave, and the highest as well as

the lowest are sometimes supplicants at her doors. I have said that Masonry was free from

religious or sectarian taints, and it is because this ennobling virtue of our Order teach-

es us to give due weight to the opinion of our Brother, to expostulate with him if in

error, at the same time acknowledging his right and giving due credit for a conscientious

discharge of duty. Hence, Masonry has for ages presented a platform upon which all

could assemble, and in her ranks are ever to be found, bound by the silken cords of

Charity, the Christian of whatever denomination, believing that there is a sojourner

travelling with him through time to eternity. % The Israelite who perceives in the “signs,

types and symbols” of our ceremonies, something to remind him of prophecies, to liim j-et

unfulfilled—the devotees of Mahomet, believing that there is but one God and Mahomet is

his prophet. The greatest beauty of Masonry is this universality. It has been handed down
to us from generation to generation pure,'beautiful, grand; pure in its teachings and prin-

ciples, beautiful in its traditions and ceremonies, grand in its antiquity and universality.

Let usendeavor so to transmit it. Let us endeavor to guard it from being placed too high

in the scale of religion on the one hand, too low in the scale of morality on the other, then

will Peace always dwell within our walls,jand “the land marks which our fathers have
set” continue to guide us in the paths of prosperity and happiness. But ifj,we^ neglect

all those lessons which are taught in our school of discipline—if we forget that by in-

toleration or bigotry, we might offend a Brother, thereby destroying this universality, we
jeopardize the very existence of an Institution that has stood the test of ages, survived
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the devastation of war, and trimnidianlly withstood the attacks of the ignorant and de-

signing.

Auotlier great beauty of ilfasonry is its uniformity. To this subject our Grand Chap-

ter has given due attention, and spared no efforts to secure it within our jurisdiction. But

the multiplicity of Charts now extant, tend to defeat it. The General Grand Chapter

liaving, at its last session, revised tlie mode of work, and my experience the past year in

conferring degrees, leads me to suggest Moore’s new Masonic Trestle Board as more

particularly applicable to that mode, and, though not formally authorized by the G. G.

Chapter, yet has the sanction of its principal ofiicers. I respectfully recommend,

that our Subordinates be requested to use this work in the ceremonies appertaining to

Boyal Arch Masonry.

A resolution introduced into, and passed by one of our Subordinate Chapters, requiring

the High Priest to use a certain Chart or text book has been reported to me, so near the

time of your annual convocation, and in the absence of previous legislation, I have fail-

ed to take any action in the premises. Acknowledging the High Priest, within his Chap-

ter, as supreme, that it is his duty to read and expound the law, that if he errs he is only

amenable to the Grand Body, 1 cannot bat conclude any instructions from a Subordinate

to its presiding officer, requiring him to use any particular work, or to pursue any particu-

lar mode as out of place. He is solemnly bound to fulfill faithfully the duties of his

office, and should he depart from the well settled principles of il/asonry, it is not only the

province, but the solemn duty of the Companions to make due report to the Grand

Chapter.

I cannot congratulate you, Companions, upon any large increase of Subordinate Chap-

ters during the past il/asonic year. Cyrus Chapter, formerly No. 9, has, upon proper

application, been revived as No. 21. A dispensation has been granted by the Deputy

Grand High Priest, whose report is in the hands of the Grand Secretary, the fees in both

cases are in the Grand Treasury. If we have not materially added to the number of our

Chapters, we can, from information received by me at various times, congratulate our-

selves upon the addition of good and true Companions, exalted by the Chapters now in

existence. These will in time bring forth good fruit, and Royal Arch Masonry, now with

us comparatively in its infancy, will assume the position of manhood.

Our M. E. Comp. Ur. W. G. Hill, having declined the office of Deputy Grand High

Priest, to which he was elected at the last convocation, it became my duty to fill the va-

cancy thus created, which was done by the appointment of Comp. Pride Jones, of Hills-

borough.

The matters relating to Hiram Chapter, No. 10, Raleigh, and Phccnix, No. 3, Fayette-

viSe, having been referred to the Grand High Priest, I addressed a communication to the

presiding officer of each Chapter, directing Hiram Chapter to fender the fees received

from the Companions exalted from within the jurisdiction of Phoenix, and urging greater

caution in future applications. Not having received a reply from the High Priest of

Phrenix, No. 2, I am to presume that no dissatisfaction now exists, if any ever existed.

Two or three questions, affecting the government of Subordinate Chapters have been

submitted to me during the recess, and I deem it to be my duty to lay them before you,

that my decisions, if correct, may be confirmed, or if in error, amended.

1st. In the event of the vacating of the High Priest by death, resignation or otherwise,

how is the vacancy to be filled ?

The charge to the King and Scribe upon their installation, is sufficiently explicit. It is

their duty, according to priority of office,, to discharge the duties of H. P. in his absence,
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whether temporary or permanent. But in the event of the death or resignation of the

King, he is not succeeded Oy the Scribe by virtue of his offics; and it is the duty of the

presidingoflicer to appoint a King, pro tern, at every meeting. No vacancy can be filled

permanently, except at a regular election, held at the time prescribed by the By-Laws.

Failing in this, the old officers, necessarily hold over until the next annual election, unless

satisfactory reasons require a dispensation granted for a special election.

Next. Whether the amendment to a By-Law is in operation until approved by this

Grand Bodv ?

’Tis true, this Grand Chapter requires Chapters under dispensation to submit their By-

Laws for approval, but I do not conceive it is intended that every amendment should

thereafter be submitted. It is not the duty, nor is it the wish of this Grand Chapter to as-

sume any of the prerogatives of her Subordinates, or to interfere with any By-Law or reso-

lution that may he deemed by the Companions as better suited to their Chapter or locality.

But there are laws, rules and general regulations, which are the peculiar care of Grand

Chapters, and a strict adherence to them is implicitly demanded. It is, however, advisa-

ble, that a copy of the By-Laws should be placed in the archives of the Grand Chapter,

thus enabling its officers during recess, to give a correct decision upon any point submitted.

The Grand Chapter failed at its last session to make any appropriation for the atten-

tion of our Grand Lecturer, and there being no provision in the Constitution authorizing

the Grand High Priest to issue a warrant upon the Treasurer for this purpose, I have to

recommend an appropriation for the necessary expenses of his attendance. Ilis report for

the past year is with the Grand Secretary.

Concord Chapter, N o. 5, Tarboro’, having prayed a dispensation to hold a special elec-

tion of officers, and it being made to appear that the interest of Royal Arch Masonry and

of this Chapter, would thereby be promoted, the dispensation has been granted.

By resolution of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, and I believe of every Grand

Lodge throughout the Union, the 4th November, next, is set apart to celebrate the cen-

tennial anniversary of the initiation of our beloved Washington. So deep are the vir-

tues of that great and good man and Mason engraven upon the hearts of Masons through-

out the world; so intimate the connexion existing between our most sublime degree and

Ancient Craft Masonry, that I can have no hesitation in recommending that this Grand

Body should take due notice thereof, and request her Subordinates to unite with their

brethren in the duo celebration of the day.

I have now. Companions, returned an account of my stewardship during the year just

closed, conscious of my inability and inexperience in the discharge of the great and res-

ponsible duty you have too indulgently conferred upon me. However s'rong has been my
iucliiiation to serve you, the ordinary avocations and cares of life have pressed, and continue

to press with more than usual severity, and I feel conscious of many omissions, and it is

my ardent desire that you may select one, not more willing, but more able to discharge the

duties of this high office.

ROBT. G. RANKIN, G. II. P.'

Whereupon, Comp. T. Page Ricaud offered the following resolu-

tion, which was received and adopted.

Resolved, That the able address of the M. E. G. H. Priest, be received and published

with the regular proceedings of this convocation, and also, that it be referred to a special

committee for the disposal of its several .subjects.
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Committee, Comp's Ricaud, T. Burr, Jr., Fanning, Bagley, and

Clarke.

The report of the D. G. U. P. was received and referred to the

Committee on G. FI. P. report.

To the M. E. Robert G. Rankin, G. H. P. of the Most Excellent Grand

Chapter of North Carolina :

Circu.Tistances rcnJeriiig il inipossible. that I should ha\e the pleasure of being present

at the ne.\t ensuing convocdtioii of the (liand Chapter, it becomes'my duty topiiform you

ot 'ny doings for the last twelve mouths.

Under your instructions, an impr'priety iri the working of one of tlie adjacent Chapters

has been brought to the notice of the High Pncst.and I have reason for believing that it

will not occur again.

I have granted a dispensation to J. A. Caldwell and others, of Lincoluton and vicinity,

to open a Chapter of R. .A. Masons in that place to be called “Lincoln,” No. — . The
tee has been remitted to you, and accompanying this yon will find the petition

.

f have declined granting a dispensation to some Companions of Alamance, on account

ot their petition not being properly recommended.

Respectfully submitted,

PRIDE JONES, D. G. H. P.

The Report of the Grand Lecturer was received and ordered to

be spiead upon the minutes.

7i/. E. Robert G. Rankin, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of

North Carolina :

M. E. Sir and Companions :

Another year has passed away and the Grand Chapter is again about to assemble at the

beautilul liille cUy of Wilmington. How much I sl.ioultl like to meet my Companions

on Monday next in G. C., hut that pleasure is d'mied me; it is not in my power to attend.

I have not been enabled to do much for the good cause during the past year, hi ving spent

but a small portion of the year in Noith Carolina. Immediately after the close of the last

Grand Chapter, I visited Hillsboro’, and set i.afayetle Chapter to work, remained some

time working with and ia.structing the officers and members—e.xalted ten, and left the

Chapter in quite a flourishing condition. I was then called to O.vford Chapter, No. 8,

where I remained some days giving instructions, done some work and left the High

Priest qualified to give all the degrees. Thence, I was called to VVarreutonjChaptcr, No.

9, where I remained about a week, assisted in doing some work and made some improve-

ment in the qnalifications of the Companions, whereby they could thereafter execute the

work of the degrees with much propriety. This comprises the whole of my operations in

the sublime degrees during the past year.

Most respactfiilly and fraternally jours,

L. L. STEVENSON, G. L.

The Chapter dosed to meet again at 10 1-2 o’clock, d. M., to-

morrow.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, G. Sec'ij.
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Tuesday, June 8tli, 10 1-2 o'clock, A. M.

The Grand Chapter opened in solemn form.

present:

M. E„ Robt. G. Rankin, G. H. P.
a u P. W. Fanning, P.G.H. P.
u a Alfred Martin, G. King, p. t.

U Ci D. D, Phillips, G. Scribe, p. t.

u
J. PI. Moore, G. Marshal.

cc Wm. Bagley, G. P. S. p. t.

u E . Myers, G. R. A. Cant.
nc A. G. Jones, G. M. 3d V.'p, t.

u
J. M. Cox, G M. 2d A

. p. t.

(( R. P. Taylor, G, M. 1st V‘ p. t.

u Henry P. Russell, G. Secretary.

.'tf Thos. W. Brown, G. Treasurer.

Wm Burge, G. Chaplain.
a Hiram W. Foy, G. Tyler.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS.

Concord, No. 1, T. Burr, Jr., proxy for H. P., S. D. Wallace,

K,, A. A. Brown, S.

Concord, No. 5, Josiah S. Pender, Delegate.

Temple, No. 6, Thomas BV. Brown proxy.

Eureka, No. 7, Thos. Page Ricaud, Delegate.

Oxford, No. 8, R. P. Taylor, Proxy

Warrenton, No. 9, Wm. Burge, H. P., A. G. Jones, K., J. H.

Moore, proxy for S.

Raleigh, No. 10, Jno. R. Harrison, Wm. J. Clark, delegates.

Ijafayette, No. 11, D. D. Phillips, Proxy.

Chorazin, No. 13, E. BIjmrs, Proxy.

Cherokee, No. 14, J. BI. Cox, H. P.’

Union, No. 17, .T. R. Loftin, H. P.

Keystone, No. 19, Wm. Bagley, Proxy.

Salisbury, No. 20, E. Myers, Proxy.

Visitors—Comp’s R. T. Heflin, Wm. Geo, Thomas,
Prayer by Rev. Comp. Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain.

The Committee on Credentials, through Comp, A. A. Brown,
made a further report.



The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report, in addition, the names of Comp
R. P. Taylor, delegate by proxy for the H. P. of Oxford tMiapter, No. 8 ;

Comp- J. M.
Cox, H. P. of (.Iherokee Chapter, ?io. 14, and Comp. S. D. Wallace, King of Concord
Chapter, No. 1.

Com.A. A. BROWN, ^

J. H. MOORE,
^

The Committee on Unfinished Business, through Comp. T. Page

Ricaud, made the following report, which was received and adopted.

The committee on Unfinished Business beg leave to report. That the subject of a

“Representative Fund,” which was left for “future action,” is the only unfinished busi-

ness of the last Convocation In view of the importance of this subject, they would
suggest the propriety of referring it to a special conimitte®, whose duty it shall be tore-
port at the next Convocation ot this Grand Chapter.

T. PAGE RICAUD, -Cb’n.

The committee on G. H. P. and’ D. G. H. P. reports, made the fol-

lov/ing report through Comp. T. Page Ricaud, which was received

and adopted.

The Special Committee to whom wasrefer ed the Address of the M. E. G. H. Priest

for dispo.sal of its various subjects, have performed that duty, and respectfully suggest the
following disposition thereof.

Isi. .So much as relates to the Royal and Select Degrees, to the irregularity of conduct,

and to infi ingements of Jurisdiction; to the coinmitlee on Foreign Correspondence.
2(1. So much as relate.s to a remissness of duty ou the ’part of members of Chapters; to

•uniformity oi work, to Text Book, and the duties and pierogatives of Presiding Officers,

to a .“Speci .1 committee.
3.1. So .nneh as relates to questions on the government of Subordinate Chapters, and

appropriation for Grand Uecturer, and the proposed Centennial celebration of Washing-
ton’s Iniliati'Jii into our Order, to a Special committee.

4th. They also recommend that the report of the Deputy Grand High Priest, be referr-

ed to the committee on Charters and Dispensations.

T. PAGE RICAUD, Ch’n.

The Grand High Priest appointed as committee on Remissness of

Duty, (fcc.. Comp’s Clarke, Bagley and Cox.

On the Government of Subordinates, &c., Comp’s Myers, Harri-

son and Moore.

Comp. J. H. Moore off’ered the following resolution :

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter give the sum of $25 annually, for five years, for

the purpose of assisting to build St. John’s College, located at Oxford, N. C.

Comp. A. A. Brown ofiered the following substitute :

That $100 bo appropriated by this Grand Chapter to St. John’s College.

On motion of Comp. T. Page Ricaud, the subject was postponed

till afternoon session.

Grand Chapter called ofi from labor to refreshment till 3 1-2

o’clock, A. M.

Tuesday, June 8th, 3 1-2 o’clock, P. M.

Grand Chapter resinned labor.

present;
Officer-"; and member-s as thi.s morning.
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Visitors—Comp’s W. E. Freeman, D. Teller and J. Lyons.

The Proceedings of a Convention of “High Priests” was handed

in, and on motion of Comp. A. Martin, they Avere ordered to be

spread upon the minutes.

Comp. Moore’s resolution, with Comp. Brown’s substitute, rela-

' tive to St. John’s College, was again taken up. When Coriip. T.

Page Ricaud offered the following resolution, which was adopted.

Resolved, That the subject of an appropriatio.-a for the erection of the Masonic College,

lay over until our next .Annual Convocation.

On motion of Comp. L. R. Loftin,

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter proceed to elect its officers for the ensuing year, to-

morrow morning, at 9 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter called off from labor to refreshment, till to-

morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, G. Sec'ij.

Wednesday, June 9th, 9 o’clock, A. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT :

M. E., Robt. G. Rankin, G. H. P.
Ci U P. W. Fanning', P. G. H. P.
xt a Alfred Martin, G. K. p. t.

a
I). D., Phillips, G. S. p. t.

cc J. H. Moore, G. Marshal.
u R. P. Taylor, G. P. S. p. t.

a E. Myers, G. R, A. Capt.
i6 A. G. Jones, G. M. 3d V. p. t.

it. B. Bowden^ G. M. 2d V. p. t.

i< W. J. Clarke, G. M. 1st V. p. t.

ti H. P. Russell, G. Secretary.
a Thos. W. Brown, G. Treasurer.
u Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain.
a Hiram W. Foy, G. Tyler.

M. E., A. McRae, Sr., and Isaac Northrop, P, D. G. H. Priests.

Visitors—Comp’s W. W. Harriss, J. E. Metts, and Wm. George

Thomas.
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REfRESENTATIVES OF SUBORDINATE CIIAFTERS.

fJondon], No. 1, T. Burr, Jr., proiy for H. P., S. D. Wallace, K.,

A. A. Brown, S.

Mt. Ararat, No. 3, Henry P. Russell, proxy for H. P., K., and S..

Concord, No. 6, J. S. Pender, Delegate.

Tenijile, No. G, T. W. Brown, Proxy.

Eureka, No. 7, T. Page Ricaud, Delegate.

Oxlord, No. 8, R. P. Taylor, Proxy.

Warrenton, No. 9, W. Burge, H. P., A- G. Jones, K., J. II. Moore,

Proxy for S.

Raleigh, No. 10, Jno. R, Harrison and W. J, Clark, Delegates.

Lafayette, No. 11, D. D. I’hillips, Proxy.

Choraziil, No. 13, E. Myers, Proxy,

Cherokee, No. 14, J. M. Cox, il. P.

Union, No. 17, L< R. Loftiii, H. P.

Keystone, No. 19, Wm. Bugley, Proxy.

Salisbury, No. 20, E. Myers, Proxy.

Prayer by Rev. Comp. Wm. Burge, G. Chaplain,

The committee on portions of G. H. P. address, through Comp.
Clarke, made the following report, which was -received and adopted.

To ihc M. E. Grand Chajiicr of North Carolina :

The Special Oomiiiiltee to wliom were referred-so much of the address of the M. E.

G. II. P., as relates to ‘•Remissness of duty, on the part of members of Subordinate Chap-

ters, uaiformity of work, Text book, and the duties and prerogatives of Presiding Offi-

cers,” having attentively considered the several matters to them referred, respectfully

report;

That it is indispensably necessary, that the members of Subordinate Chapters should

at all times, when practicable, promptly attend the meetings, that they should give all

diligence to render themselves perfect in the work, and that all things should .be done

“d( cently and in order,”—that this Grand Chapter having heretofore appointed a Grand

Lecturer, they earnestly recommend that his instructions be strictly followed, in order to

insure perfect uniformity of work.

They heartily concur in the recommendation of the M. E. G. H. P. respecting .Moore’s

new Masonic 'I’reslle board, as a suitable and convenient Text-book.

As to the Unties and Prerogatives of Presiding Officers, it is undoubtedly their duty to

govern their Chapters, to read and expound the law and give good and wholesome in-

structions, and in so doing they should exemplify the law of kindness. It is their duty

arid privilege, to e.xclude all improper and irrelevant matters from their Chapters, to see

that ihe ancient land marks are observed, and to guard against innovations and abuses
;

and for the manner in which they discharge these duties, and exercise the prerogatives

appettaining to their offices, they are responsible and amenable to the M. E. Grand High

Priest aijd Grand Chapter, alone.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WM. J., CLARKE, Ch’n.
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The committee ou Finance made the following report, which was

received and adopted.
The committee of Fiii'iice have examined the Books of the Grand Secretary and Trea-

surer, and find them correct and in proper form, agreeably to the annexed statement.

Balance ill Grand Treasurer’s hands last year, - - - 1^1 ‘J7 05
Receipts for the present year are as follows, viz

:

Instalment on J. Banks’ note. ..... ]Q0 00
One Dispensation, - - - - - - 90 00
Dues of Subordinate Chapters, - - . . - 240 00
Interest on IN otes, ^600, - - - - - - 36 00

Amounting to the sum of - ...
Cr. Disbursements, or proper vouchers, .....

Leaving cash balance in Treasury' of - - -

Besides which, there are two Notes of hand on interest—one for §400,
and one for §200—in all, ... . . .

5663 05
207 52

Nett asset ts,

Respectfully submitted,

P, W. FANNING,
A. MARTIN,
THOS. W. BROWN,

-5364 03

600 00

5964 03

y Finance

^
L'oin’tee.

The following Chapters have paid dues for 1852, which amounts
above statement: Chorazin Chapter, No, 13; Temple, No. 6; Wan

Finance

Coni’tee.

jh Comp.

are included in the
-

,
. , r--' -I - arrenton. No. 6; Key

Stone, No. 19; Eureka, No- 7; Raleigh, No. 10; Union, No. 17; Roanoke, No. 4; Salisbu-
ry, No. 20; Cyrus, No. 31: Lafayette, No. 1 1; Concord, No. 1; Gonoho, No. 12; Oxford
No. 8; Cherokee, No. 14.

' ’

The following Chapters are in arrears: Phoenix, No. 2; Mt. Ararat, No. 3; Gaston
No. 18.

' ’

P. W. FANNING,
j

A. Martin, (

THDS. W. brown,
)The committee on Charters and Dispensations, throng

Martin, made the following report, which was received and adopted.
Your Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Deputy Grand High Priest,

have had the same under consideration. The only thing requiiirig the actioiFof this c’.
Chapter, is the Dispensation to Lincohi'.on Chapter; that Chapter having petitioned tins'
Grand Chapter for a Charter; but having omitted to furnish a copy of their By-Laws
your committee recommend that their petition be referred to the M. E. G. H. P. who’
shall be authorized, upon receipt of their By-Laws, if approved, to issue a Charter to’ said
Chapter under the title of Liiicolntori Chapter, No. 22. .

Respectfully submitted,

A. MARTIN,
» JOHN R. HARRISON,

C. D. HILL.
T li6 committee on Crenentials made a further report, which was

received and adopted.

^The committee on Credentials beg leave to report, iu addition to former
Comp. Henry P. Russell has been duly constituted proxy, jointly, of the
King, and Scribe, of Mt. Ararat Chapter, No. 3.

A. A. BROWxN,
J. H. MOORE,

reports, that

High Priest,

Com.

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Officers.
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The G. H. P. appointed Comp’s Moore and Clarke, as Tellers lo

Superintend the election, which resulted as follows :

Robert G. Rankin, Wilmington^ G. H. P.

Ezekiel Myers, Salisbury, D. G. H. P.

William Burge, Warrenton, G. King,

Wm. Geo. Thomas, Tarboro’, G. Scribe.

Thos. W. Brown, Wilmington, G. Treas’r.

Henry P. Russell. U G. Sec’y-

J. M. Cox, Hertford, G. Marshal.
On motion of Comp. Fanning,
llesolved, That the Installation of Officers take place at 8 o'clock this evening.

The committee on portions of H. P. address, through Comp.
Myers, reported as follows, which was received and adopted.

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the M. E. G. High Priest’s ad-

dress relating to “questions on the government of Subordinate Chapters,” “Appropria-

tion for the e.xpenses of the Grand I.ecturer,” and the proposed “Centennial celebration of

Washington’s Initiation into our Order,” beg leave lo make the following report:

With regard to the succession in office, in case of vacancy in a Subordinate Chapter,

we concur in the views laid down by the .M. E. Grand Pligh Priest, in his address, and
recommend the observance of the same in the contingency alluded to.

We-also concur with the M. E. Grand High Priest in his views concerning the opera-

tion of amendments to the By-Laws of a Subordinate Chapter, and have nothing to add

on this point.

W e would recommend that $36 be allowed the Grand Lecturer for his attendance at

the last annual convocation of this Grand Body.

That portion of the .M. E. Grand High Priest’s address, referring to the proposed Cen-
tennial celebration of Washington’s Init'etion into our Order, meets our hearty approbation

and we take great pleasure in recommending tho observance of the same to all Subordi-

nate Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter.

Your committee desired to give some expression of their views and feelings in regard to

this subject. But being conscious of its surpassing magnitude, considering the character

of the illusirious Brother—one whose military fame and patriotism—political honesty and

integrity—high social and moral virtues, have become the common property of the com-

bined world, and the admiration of all who love virtue and goodness; they feel inade-

quate to the task and submit the subject with the above recommendation.

E. MYERS,
)

J. H. MOORE, } Com.
J. R. HARRISON,

)

Comp. L. R. Loftiii asked and obtained leave of absence and ap-

pointed Comp. P. W. Fanning his proxy.

During the Convocation, the following High Priests were duly

installed

;

M. E., -T. W. Cox, of Cherokee Chapter, No. 14,

“ “ J, S. Pender, “ Concord “ “ 5.

Grand Chapter called otf from labor to refreshment till 2 1-2

o’clock, P. M.
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Wednesday, June 9th, 2 1-2 o’clock, P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

:

OiRcers and members as this morning,

M. E., Isaac Northrop, P, D. G, H. P.

Visitors—Comp’s E. J. Lutterloh, J. Lyon, J. H. Lane^ M. Mc-

Innis, D. Teller, and W. E. Freeman.

The committee on Returns and Proceedings, through Comp. T.

Page Ricaud, reported as follows

:

The committee on Ketunis beg leave to report tliat tboy have examined the several re-

turns of the following Subordinate Chapters, and find them correct:

Exalted. Dead.

Concord, No. 1, , 5

iltt. Ararat, “ 3, 7

Roanoke, “ 4, 1

Concord, “ 5 .
.h 1

Temple, “ 6 ,
16

Eureka, “ 5

Oxford, “ 8, .7

Warrenton, “ 9, 4 1

RaleigJi, “ 10, 3 \

Lafayette, “ 11
,

17

Conaho, “ 12, G

Cherokee, “ 14, 15 1

Union, “ 17, 5

Keystone, “ 19, 1

Salisbury, “ 20, 18

Total, :02 4

The following Chapters have made no returns, viz: PlicBuix Cliapter, No: 2, Fayette-

ville
;
Chorazin Chapter, No 13, Greensboro’; Gaston Chapter, No. 18, Roxboro’.

Your committee regret the existence of any cause requiring censure, but they cannot

pass by unnoticed, the palpalde re nissness of Pheenix Chapter, No. 3, having failed to make
returns or being represented since liieir re-oigamzation. A neglect of duty, which we
think, calls loudly for decided action hv tliis Grand Chapter.

We have evidence to behevo that Chorazin Chaprer, No. 1.3, designed sending her re-

turns to the present convocation, but, doubtless, for satisfactory'reasons have failed to do so.

By reference to the proceedings of last convocation, we find that Gaston Chapter was
duly represented, from which we infer that their failing to be represented at this convoca-

tion was unavoidable.

T. PAGE RICAUD, Ch’ii.

Comp. Moore offered the following resolution, which was unani-

mously adopted.

Resolved, That Pbcenix Chapter, No. 2, be required to appear, by her Representatives,

at the next convocation of llie Grand Chapter, ami show cause why her Charter should not

be taken away, otherwise the same shall be declared forfeited in accordance with the

Constitution
;
and that the Grand Sec’y forward to PhcEiiix Chapter a copy of this reso-

lution.

Comp. Burr, from the committee on Foreign Correspondence, made
the following report

:
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To THE Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina :

The cominiUee on Communications, or on the state of Royal Arch Masonry, have ex-

amined the proceedings of the Grand Royal Arch Chapters of Maine, Vermont, New York,

(adjourned meeting, April, 1850, and annual do. Nov. 1 850-’51,) Virginia, Georgia, Flo-

rida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and an

addi ess delivered in Louisville on the occasion of laying the corner stone of the new Ma-
sonic Hall in that city.

The Grand Chapters of South Carolina, Missouri, Rhode Island, New Hampshire,

Massachusetts, Connecticut, Ohio, Alabama, and Tennessee, have failed to favor this

Grand Chapter with a copy of their proceedings, or else they have been misdirected or

lost. We regret the omission as vve are thus deprived of the benefit of their teachings,

and are left in comparative doubt with regard to the situation of Royal Arch Masonry in

those jurisdictions. And here it may not be inappropriate for your committee to urge up-

on the attention of this Grand Body, and of her sister sovereignties, the necessity of a

rigid compliance with the rule dictated alike by courtesy ,and policy, of regularly and

punctually forwarding to all the Grand (’hapters, copies of their printed proceedings.

Your committee notice the want of this regular interchange, and while they ascribe omis-

sions entirely to accident, they trust that more certainty will be evinced hereafter. North

Carolina, perhaps, is as justly blameable in this regard as any other jurisdiction, and your

committee certainly have no desire to shield her, while reflecting in a friendly way upon

other Grand Bodies. With a view to accomplish the object designed, the Committee

would recommend that the Grand Secretary forward two copies of our yearly proceedings

at different periods, to each Grand Chapter in the United States. And a table showing

the name and address of the Grand Secretaries, as far as we could ascertain, has been

prepared.

Your committee will now proceed, as concisely as possible, to give an abstract of such

portions of the pioceedings of the different Grand Chapters as may be deemed advisable.

The proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Maine are interesting, altho’ we do not dis-

cover the usual annual report of the Grand High Priest. A code of By-Laws was

adopted.

An invitation Pom the authorities of Portland to participate with them in the celebra-

tion of the national anniversary, was tendered to the Grand Chapter, and placed on file.

We find no sub.-equent action upon the subject, and conclude, therefore, that the Grand

Chapter did not participate pri the occasion alluded to ;
which) considered as a general

rule, in the view of your committee, was a proper proceeding. Frequent unnecessary pa-

ades and processions in regalia add nothing to the strength or popularity of an Order like

ours, based as it is on principles, changeless as time, and teachings of more value than

empty displays, if our works—if the beautiful tenets of our profession, if the fair pro-

portions of the noble edifice we inhabit cannot attract around our altars, and in our sacred

precinctc the good and virtuous, in vain must we seek to allure them by the outward sem-

blances of parade. V/e do not wish to dazzle members into companionship with us; we

desire the participation in our labors of upright men, but we wish them to come with

higher considerations than those possibly suggested by the imposing character of a proces-

sion. In the opinion of your committee, the different branches of the Institution should

engage in public exercises only in the performance of undoubted legitimate business.

We notice that the sum of ?20 was paid the chairman of the committee of Foreign

Correspondence for his services, which seems to us unusual. We notice a similar proceed-

ing in Vermont.
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Thera arc seven Chapters at work in the jurisdiction of Vermont. The ropojt of the

committee on Foreign Correspondence is a very able and well prepared paper, and alludea

to this Grand Chapter and its proceedings in terms of praise.

On the subject of the Royal and Select Degrees, it holds the following language:

“The report of the special committee of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina, on this

subject, is one of the most sensible documents about it we have ever met with. Wiih
great moilesty and deference to the opinions of others, it gives the result of such investi-

gations as the committee had found it within its power to make. We think the committee
compassed every important thing relative to it, which is reliable in the present state of Ma-
sonic information, in this country.

“ If the Supreme Council of the 33d have thought, once or twice, that these degrees

might fairly belong to their control, that claim has been clearly abandoned. If some State

Grand Chapters have seen fit to arrange them in order, after the Royal Arch degree, it

by no means follows that the committee of North Carolina erred in placing them before it.

We believe the committee were right, and that enlightened Masonic investigation will

eventually prove them to be so,

“ The committee of foreign correspondence of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina

say, that the General Grand Chapter should “claim or prohibit these degrees, and let them
be no longer a matter of local regulation.” Uiit that body neither “claims nor prohibits”

them. Why then not leave them to their own regulation through State Grand Councils?

If the General Grand Chapter itself now shrinks from usuipation, as to them, what fair

apology is there for its subordinates assuming a power which their superior body hesitat: s

to assert ?

“ Whenever the local councils and the State Grand Council.-: shall vnluntarihj concede

the jurisdiction of these degrees, to the General Grand Chapter, and that body, by a com-
mon understanding, express its willingness to adopt the conceded power, all doubt as to

an appropriate head for these degrees, in this country, will cease. Never, until then, in

our opinion, will the great variety of .Masonic opinions about them be concentrated to any
uselul purpose. Treat the degrees as independent, and the jurisdiction over them as a
sheer matter of policy, and we are confident many years would not pa.ss before they would
be placed under our acknowledged head, to the content and satisfaction of all parlies, and
for the general interests of the fraternity at large.”

This is high praise from an intelligent source. While on the subject of these Degrees,

your committee would simply remark, thac a vast deal more has been said upon it than

the importance of the theme would justify. Numberless reports continue to be written,

of all grades of ability and shades of opinion. Some earnestly demand a .setllemout of

the “vexed question” by the G. G. Chapter,—some insist that they shall be yielded up to

the Grand Councils,—whil® others maintain that they are the property of the Ohapters.

In the meantime, in some of the States they are not conferred at all; in others, before the

Royal Arch; and iii a number, after that degree, thus presenting a confusion, which, while

it does not deteriorate from the beauty of the degrees, affords ample scope for the prepara-

tion of long and learned reports for the consideration of the different Grand Chapters.

Were the G. G. Chapter to settle the location and jurisdiction of these degrees, it is doubt-

ful but that the same state of disagreement would continue. Tlie Chapters would hardly

yield to the Councils, and obtain a favor, which, from the nature of the degrees themselves,

and long and uninterrupted use, have been considered and maintained as a right. The

Councils would not recognize the claim of the Chapters, and thus we should bo at sea

again. Perhaps the better course would he to let the matter rest, until time or an amica-

ble arrangement between the contending powers shall finally settle theii jurisdiction and

locality. The G. G. Chapter cannot do this, and therefore properly waived the subject at

its last session. Your committee are decidedly of opinion, that the continued discussion

of .tlris much mooted point should cease, believing that it can bo productive of no good,

while it has a tendency to aggravate and postpone settlement. Let the subject remain

quietly as it is; for as in the appropriation of these degrees all parlies have acted in good
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I'aith, and with reference to the prosperity of the Order, more technicalities, and immateri-

al dilFerences should bo made to yield to the superior merit of the peace and happiness of

the Institution itself.

Alluding to the General Grand Chapter, the same committee remark:

“ The committee of foreign correspondence of the Grand Chapter of Noitli I'arolina

have made some very diguilied and candid remarks as to the wisdom of preservi’ig tlie

General Grand Chapter with its present form and constitution, the force of whirl; ji. .

us in asking for them the serious consideration of this grand body. Your con uiii.i

lieve that some of the reasons bearing against the General Grand Chapter, gi veu liy Lire

North Carolina committee, may be fairly met and answered, but that there are others

which it will be found difficult to answer truthfully and satisfactorily at the preseirt time.

Strong efforts are wanting on the part of the representatives of otate Grand bodies to

modify or remove existing evils in the constitution and legislation of the General Grand
Chapter, and such efforts will have to be made before that body will become what it was
designed to bo, and what it ought to be. Did North Carolina quite do her share to effect

ail}' thing towards this, last September? Not one of her regular officers was in that body.

•Companion Stevenson, of Virginia, who bore the proxy of her G. H. Priest, was indeed

among our most influential arid respected members ;—but was it quite right, with the heads

and the pens which the proceedings of the G. C. of North Carolina disclose, to send a

proxy from another State, to represent her in tlie General Grand Chapter, although that

proxy be among the most talented and eslimable of men?”

We think we can promise that this jurisdiction will be represented in person at the next

communication of the G. G. Chapter. While on this subject it may not be inappropriate

to observe tliat tlie views of your committee coincide with those heretofore expressed by

this body, as to the powers and defects of the supreme Head in I?. A. Masonry. We are

willing that this high authority shall exist; convinced that its power to inflict mischief or

do much good is rather questionable. It meets once in three years, passes a few harmless

decrees; waives mooted points; talks very properly upon the necessity of a uniformity in

the work, which every member well knows, borders on tire impossible; passes tire time ve-

ry agreeably in the exercise of those social feelings, so pleasant in the interchange and in

the remembrance, and after spending two or three days in this delightful manner the mem-
bers hurry to their business and their homes, and all is quiet again. Who objects to this ?

We do not, and so far from using terms of reproach, as in the case of our warm hearted

brothers of Florida, we are rather pleased than otherwise, at the generally innocent nature

of the proceedings. The members of the G. G. Chapter do not pass many decrees, for

they have not the power to compel obedience; they do not settle disputed questions for the

reason that it would be no settlement at all. Hence good judgment, we think, is mani-

fested in the paucity of the work accomplished, and a commendable industry in the rapid

transaction of the business. Were they to sit a month they could do no more.

It is apparent from these remarks that in the opinion of your committee, the General

Grand Chapter is an iirefficicnt, sometimes useful, and generally harmless Masonic struc-

ture. Were it a new thing, and at this time sought to be established in the United States,

we should oppose it. As it is, however, we are willing to uphold it, and stand prepared to

advocate those needful reforms and changes in its constitution and legislation which seem

imperatively demanded by the history of the past.

As germain to this subject, we will allude to the resolution introduced at the last session

of the G. G. Chapter, “to enquire into the propriety and expedieticy of abolishing said

Grand Chapter and all other general bodies in the United States;” for the purpose, it is

said, of establishing in their place a General Convocation of Masonic Delegates^ repre-

senting all State Grand bodies, to meet annually or (riennially, at some central location,

for the purpose of exercising a general legislative jurisdiction over all Masonic bodies in

the United States.” M'e presume there is no probability of the passage of the resolution.
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and merely allude to it in this place to express our disapproval . In all measures having a

tendency to increase the usefulness and high repute of the General Grand Chapter to

which we owe allegiance,—in every needful reform whether in the abridgement of doubt-

ful rights, or the additional grant of necessary power,—in fine, in all attempts to build up

and adorn our noble Institution, wcshall be found willing advocates. But lo tear down

and demolish, to upturn the fabric, which, defective though it may be, shelters and protects

us, is a species of vandalism we cannot engage in. We are unwilling, in search of a

doubtful good, to experiment upon the established order of things. The abolishment of

the General Grand Chapter would be alike a stigma upon the craft, an acknowledgement

of failure, and a launching out upon a sea of conflicting opinions and dangerous contingen-

cies ending no one knows whore. Suppose a General Convocation of Masonic Delegates

should be established, what would it accomplish ? Could it perform the duties of govern-

ment, with more ability er satislaction to Subordinate autharities than the G. G. Chapter?

Could it regulate the work sooner, decide mooted points more understandingly, compel

obedience to its decrees more generally? Certainly not. It would be a larger body em-

bracing a greater contrariety of opinion, and wider scope for dissensions. It would have

the same purposes to accomplish as the Institution it had displaced, and with like powers.

‘•Remove not the landmarks which thy fathers have set.” Introduce necessary reforms in-

to the constitution and legislation of the present parent head of Royal Arch Masonry, per-

fect the structure now existing, and it will discharge the functions pertaining to its estab-

lishment far better than a general assembly, irresponsible, and equallj liable to error. The
General Grand Chapter is imperfect it is true, but so are all human institutions.

What are Constitutional Masonic Degrees? This question has been discussed and the

decision of the G. G. Chapter sought thereon, but the subject at the last session was in-

definitely postponed. Section 9, article 1, of the constitution, declares that “No Royal

Arch Mason, within the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, sliall be permitted to

confer any degree in Masonry, not recognized as a constitutional degree; nor to establish

any society of Masons not recognized as a constitutional body; and the first four officers

of the General Grand Chapter, or any three of them, shall in all cases have authority to

decide all constitutional questions under this section.” These degrees have never been

defined, and to settle the matter the following resolution was introduced, and indefinitely

postponed as before remarked:

“ Resolved, That in the opinisn of this General Grand Chapter, those are Constitution-

al Masonic degrees only which are conferred in regular Blue Lodges, Royal Arch Chap-
ters, Encampments of Knights Templars, and the appendant Orders, Councils of Royal
and Select Masters and Supreme Councils of the ‘Ancient and Accepted Rite,’ and their

inferior jurisdictions.”

Your committee, without entering into an argument upon the subject, are satisfied that

the section alluded to is a good one, and should be permitted to remain in the G. G. Con-

stitution. They are also of opinion that the G. G. Chapter acted wisely in declining to

define the Degrees
;
and especially in postponing the resolution offered by Comp. Lewis.

'I'he passage of that resolution would have been a departure by the G. G. Chapter from

the sphere of its legitimate duties. What right has the G. G. Chapter to declare that the

Encampment Degrees, and those of the Supreme Councils of the “.Ancient and Accepted

Rite” are or are not constitutional Degrees? What knowledge as a Grand Chapter has

it of these Degress ? It has no jurisdiction over them, and presumptively is ignorant of

all save their existence. It seems to us, therefore, that it would have been a usurpation on
the part of the G. G. Chapter to have passed the resolution alluded to. The Charters and
Dispensations of Subordinate Lodges and Chapters are sufficiently explicit upoti thig

point
;
the Degrees authorized to be conferred in each branch are therein specified, and we
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l)iesumc those at least arc constitutional. Whether the Royal and Select Degrees ar-

likewise constitutional, is a question for the different Jurisdictions. We assume that they

are, and without being aware of the practice elsewhere, it has been the custom in this

State to include them in the Charters granted to Subordinate Chapters. This has been

done in the ab.sence of any superior authority universally recognized as their legitimate

proprietors. These Degrees are in the nature of waifs, and it has been the desire of this

Jurisdiction to give them “a local habitation and a name.” It seems to your committee,

on the whole, that policy and a due regard to all the interests ot the Fraternity, suggest

that the section alluded to should not only be retained, but that the maUer should rest as

at present—especially if in defining these Degrees the G. G. Chapter should wander out

of its appropriate jurisdiction.

In much of the reasoning of the committee on Foreign Correspondence (whose report

we arc now considering,) relative to the point, whether on a mere question of order, an ap-

peal can of right be taken from the decision of the presiding officer, in any Royal Arch

Chapter, to the body over which he presides, we concur. We are not aware of the exist-

ence of any law prior to the decision of the question at the last session of the G. G
Chapter, denying the right of appeal, but we know that the practice favors the assump-

tion. The power of a Master of a Lodge, and a High Priest of a Chapter in the decision

of matters regulating the work and legislation of the craft, has always been deemed final.

An appeal lies to the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter as the case may be, but not to the

Subordinate. The reason of the rule, so far as it applies to mere points of order, uncon-

nected with the lectures and work of the Institution, we confess we cannot comprehend.

A change in this regard, if not inconsistent with general law or “immemorial usage,’*

would redound to the advantage of the craft. The Vermont committee argue, that if

there is good sense in the rule which allows any member of a free deliberative body, dis-

salisfied with the decision of the presiding officer an appeal to the meeting, there is equal-

ly good sense in it when applied lo free Masonry. In the opinion of your committee the

term Free Ma.sonry has not, nor never had, any reference to political freedom, but to

the fact of a man being “free born and by analogy Masons are said to be free from the

ordinary vices of mankind, and especially from the prejudices and restraints of political

parties and sectarian influences. The argument therefore, that a latitude of freedom in

business and legislation attaches to the Institution from the nature of its title, we hold to

be fallacious. Masonry is not a political Order, although some of the rules for the govern-

ment of deliberative bodies might with safety be introduced. After all, the chief concen;

should be the selection of the presiding officers. These should be not only skilful crafts-

men learned in the work, but acquainted with the forms likewise for the proper trans-

action of business. An oppressive, ill-judging, dogmatical spirit is entirely inconsistent

with the practice and teachings of .Masonry, and no High Priest or Master should ever

be elected who would so offend against the tenets of the Institution, If the proper offi-

cers are elected, the workings will be harmonious.

The question whether any of the Chapter Degrees may be conferred on persons maimed

or otherwise imperfect in body, has for a long time created discussion. It was brought up

in the G. G. Chapter at its last session, and a committee appointed to report at the next

triennial communication. In Vermont it was referred to a committee which reported that

it is not in accordance with Masonic law to confer them as above, but the matter was laid

over. It is a subject which allows a wide range for debate, and forcible arguments on

each side, and your committee would he pleased to enter upon its discussion, but this re-

port is already growing long. In the examination which they have given it, however, con-

trary to their ewn wishes, they are forced by the authorities which seem to be conclusive,



to til* opinion that these Degrees cannot be conferred except upon persons not deformed

or dismembered. The ancient regulation is as follows. “ No master should take an ap-

prentice (that is, should initiate a candidate,) unless he has sufficient employment for him,

and unless he be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his body, 'that may render

him incapable of learning the art, of serving his master’s Lord, and of being made a bro-

ther. and then a Fellow Craft in due time.” The regulation still continues in force altho’

the character of the Institution has materially changed. What was once an operative

science is now purely speculative, and it has been held that inasmuch as this regulation

avas made when illasonry was an operative science, that now in these latter days, the

Order being purely speculative—a beautiful code of morality.—'the reason of the rule

having departed, the rule itself should be abolished. Fet, however much we might de-

sire the abolition of this regulation, as being inconsistent and unnecessary, it is easy to see

that were it stricken from the books a door would be open for innovations dangerous to

the peace and prosperity of the Craft. Again, it has been contended that the regulation

copied above, and others of like character, do not constitute what are called ancient land

marks which cannot be removed. That many of the regulations contained in the Book

of Constitutions are mere “local ceremonies, laws and usages which vary in different coun-

tries;” that the Degrees of the Order, (we quote from the report, a very able and ingenious

one, of the committee on Foreign Correspondence of Mississippi,) constitute the book' ot

Constitutions, in which the land-marks are contained, and that no express law on the

subject can be found therein. The question, from this argument, would seem to be re-

duced to this point, what are land-marks? and whether the Book of Constitutions embo-

dies them? In the absence of a decision, your committee concur with their Companions

of Mississippi, who recommend, in view of all the circumstances, to leave the subject

where we find it,—to the enlightened conscience and opinions of every one, who may
have the right to cast a ballot for or against any candidate for the degrees of the Order.

Your committee desire to bring to the attention of the Grand Chapter the proposition of

establishing a representative fund to defray the expenses of the representatives to the G.

G. Chapter. This snhject was brought up for consideration at the last session of that bo-

dy, referred to a committee, who reported a series of resolutions to which we direct the

attention of this Grand Body. They propose, in brief, that a fund be. established by an

equal assessment of $50 upon the different Grand Chapters for the payment of the mileage

and per diem of the delegates, and a like sum at every triennial and special session of the

G. G. Chapter. That the mileage be three cents per mile for each and every mile going

and returning from the residence of the delegate by the nearest usually travelled route,

and that the per diem be fixed at ^1,50 while hr actual attendance on the G. G. C. The

whole subject was postponed to the next regular communication and the State Grand Bo-

dies were requested to express their opinions upon its expediency. We have thought it

our duty to bring the question up for consideration at this time, and while viewing it in an

unfavorable light, recommend that it be referred to the Special committee on the subject.

Your committee coincide in the views of this Grand Body, heretofore expressed, rela-

tive to the high price fixed for Chapter Charters, and they are happy to observe that Ken-

tucky, Vermont and other States are with them on this subject. An amendment to the

Constitution of the G. G. Chapter, proposing to leave the matter to the State Grand Bo-

dies to act in their discretion, was rejected, however, at its last session, and the fee con-

tinues the same. Perhaps if the Representative Fund is established there may be an al-

teration in this regard. The price is manifestly too high—$50 would be nearer the mark.

We observe in the proceedings of New York, that a committee on the subject of a



History of Free Masonry in the State, is collecting materials for the same. Would not a

similar move on the part of this Grand Chapter be attended with instruction and profit?

Your committee concur in the opinion that if a R. Mason is suspended or expelled by

his Blue Lodge, or by a Grand Lodge of competent jurisdiction, he is held as “profane”

till the disability is removed by those who created it. This seems to them sound Masonic

law.

The multiplication of officers of the Grand Chapter your committee consider unneces-

sary. It is true they do not retard business, but they do not increase its despatch. 'J’hey

are more in the nature of ornaments than of necessary adjuncts. Look over the list.

—

There are Grand Principal Sojourners, Masters of the Veils, Orators and Manshals. What

are the objects of their creation—especially that of Orator. While your committee do

not object to the appointment of these officers if deemed advisable, they recommend for

the sake of uniformit)y that one course be adopted by all the G. Chapters and that an equal

number of subordinate officers, if it must be so, bearing the same title, be appointed at the

regular times hereafter. And as having a connection herewith, that the title of the keeper

of the outer door be permanently designated whether as Grand Tyler, Guard, Janitor or

Sentinel.

We quote the following from the report of the committee oft Foreign Correspondence

as an evidence of kindly feeling : “ God bless the labors and sacrifices of our noble and

true hearted Companions of North Carolina, and may their future sunshine be as bright

and glorious as the clouds were dark and lowering.” So mote it be.

In Indiana a committee has been appointed for the preparation of a proper form of

ceremonies to be used at tbe installation of the Grand officers. This committee has not

yet reported. Its object is a good cue.

Your committee deem it their duty to call the attention of the Grand Chapter to the

subject of uniformity in the work. At the last communication of the G. G. Chapter it

received much attention. 'I'he work was exemplified—a committee appointed, and after

laborious investigation, a report was submitted and unanimously adopted, and the first four

officers of the G. G. Chapter were requested to take such measures as they might think

best for diffusing as extensively as may be, the knowledge of the same to the several

Chapters under its jurisdiction. Our Chapters are profiting by the instructions of our

Grand Lecturer who was a member of the committee above alluded to.

An iriterestiiig case arose in the jurisdiction of .Maiiyland. A Subordinate Chapter

elected a H. P. and presented his name in due and proper form to a Council of High

Priests, with a ceftificate of his election, and an application for the degree of High Priest-

hood. He was ballotted for by the Council and rejected
;
again re-elected, and a second

time rejected by the Council. He was subsequently a third time chosen, his name again

returned to the G. H. P. for installation, who declined installing him. The Subordinate

thereupon appealed to the Grand Chapter, and the matter was referred to a committee of

four. There was a majority and likewise a minority report. The first of these contended

that “the Order of High Priesthood” according to Cross’ Chart, and the constitution of the

G. G. Chapter, is one of the orders attached to R. A. Masonry, and appertains e.xclusively

to the office of H. P- of a R. A. Chapter, inasmuch as no one can legally receive it until

he has been duly elected a H. P. in a regular Chapter of R. A. Masons; that no H. P.

can be qualified for the station he is to fill without that anointment which cannot be given

except by a Council of High Priests, and that without this and other necessary ceremonies

no H P. can, without a violation of a most solemn trust, insta! a companion as H. Priest.



The report farther contends that tire G. H. P.of Maryland did right, thcrcfcire, in refusing

to instalthe Id. P. elect of the Subordinate Chapter, for the reasons above stated; that a

Council of H. Priests has a perfect right (o admit or reject whosoever they think proper

from the ceremonies ot their body, and tliatthe course pursued by the Subordinate Chap-

ter in reiterating the election of a companion to the office of H. P., after a Council of IL
Priests had declined to confer upon him the ordef of High .Priesthood, was rrot in accord-

ance with the usages of R. A. Masonry. This is the substance of the report of the ma-
jority. The minority held that the G. JI. P. should, without hesitation, have installed the

H- P. elect; that because the Council recognized the G. H. P., as President of that

body, it constituted no reason for a relusal to perform this part of his duty clearly marked

out by the 5th Article of the Constitution
;
that it never was intended that any companion

elected to preside over a Chapter should passthrough the ordeal of the Council, but should

be qualified in strict conformity to the letter and spirit of the Constitution of the Grand

Chapter; and that the Subordinate Chapters are themselves the best judges of the qualifi-

cations of the members selected to preside over them. The report and resolutions of the

majority were adopted by the Grand Chapter. These proceedings took place at an ad-

journed session, and subsequently the Subordinate Cliapler, referred to above, surrendered

its Charter. It was afterwards regularly re-organized, and is now working prosperous-

ly. These are the material facts in the case.

The principal points in this proceeding, in the opinion of your committee, are the rigid

of Subordinate Chapters to select their own officers, and the power and extent of authority

legally belonging to a Council of High Priests. On the first point it seems to be clear

and undeniable that the members ot Cliapters are themselves the best judges of the merit

and qualifications of those selected to preside over them. They will, in all probability, se-

lect only such officers as have proved themselves, by previous service, fit for exaltation.

It is their right and duty to advance such men without consultation with or reference to

the smiles or frowns of another power. Else elections in iSubordiiiates arc solemn farces.

This point seems too clear tor further notice. Of the power and extent of authority of a

Council of High Priests, your committee are not fully advised. What is a Council of

High Priests? It is a collection of those members only whu have passed the presiding

chair of a Chapter. It has no legal Masonic existence—is not recognized in the old

constitutions, and derives its claim as a Masonic authority simply from the usage of a

few years, and not by an express grant. The constitution of the G. G. Chapter does irot

establish it, but merely recognises the performance of certain ceremonies to be done only

by past High Priests, and upon this and similar authority the claim i.s urged that it is a

legal Masonic institution with defined rights and privileges, Your Committee agree with

Iheir Vermont companions, that Councils of High Priests are self constituted. They de-

rive power from no where but themselves. The object of their meeting, at all times, is

simply to consecrate a companion High Priest, according to the approjiriate forms. It is a

duty on their part
;
a right on the part of the officer to be consecrated. They hold that

a Council, therefore, has not the power to say to a fSnbordinate Chapter “we will not quali-

fy your elected officer for installation
;

for certain reasons we rvill refuse his application
;

elect a man agreeable to us, and we will act favorably but not otherwise.” Your commit-

tee contend that such action is not warranted by the constitutions, and if sandioned by-

usage that it is illegal and tyrannical and should be abolished. The Subordinate Chapters

must determine for themselves. In nine cases out of ten they will follow the correct direc-

tion. They are the parties most materially interested, and the presumption is that the

welfare and prosperity of the Order arc the primary objcclsiu view. Cases may arise in
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...ill. a lue supervisory actiun ol' the Council might be exerted with advantage to the craft;

bat the preservation of a principle, and the rights of Subordinate Chapters to regulate

their own aflairs outweighs these occasional instances. The subject is an important one

and worthy of consideration. If a Council of High Priests is a regular Masonic institu-

tion, it has, of course, the power to charge for the degree it confers; a proceeding we are

happy to say never countenanced in Morth Carolina, and which we hold to be wrong in

principle, and objectionable in practice.

Wince writing the above the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana have been

placed in our hands, ft wiii be seen by the following extract that a similar opinion is en-

tertained by that intelligent jurisdiction :

“ Your committee think the question one of grave importance, and one which should
be presented to (iie G. G. Chapier for its decision. If a Goianeil of High Priests can
ce/o the action of a Giiapter in the choice of its presiding officer, it presents a new feature

in 11. A. .Masonry."’

.V new feature most decidedly.

Your committee notice tlie adoption of a resoliUion in Illinois that the Grand Weeretary

of tliat jurisdiction, request the Secretaries of the several Grand Chapters to forward to

liitn tlicir printed proceedings for the several past years, so far as they can. We presume

this request wiii be, if it has not already been, complied with by our Secretary.

'J’lie following resolution was adopted by tlie Grand Chapter of Illinois quite unnecessa-

rily we think:

“ Resolved, Tliat all the Chapters under this jurisdiction, are hereby ordered not to

confer tlie Degrees of Royal and Select Master, or to suffer the same to be done in tlieir

Ghapters.”

The Grand Chapter of Mississippi decided at its last convocation, tliat, when a com-

panion is suspended or e.xpelled by a Subordinate Chapter, and takes an apiieal from the

sentence tliercof, the term of his suspension or expulsion shall commence from the time

of the rendition of the sentence in the Subordinate Chapter.

Tile penalty of expulsion for non-payment of dues was ordered by the G. C. of Indi-

ana at its last meeting to be stricken from the By-Laws of a Subordinate Chapter. 'I'he

objectionable article declared that any member being in arrears for six months or more for

dues or otherwise, shall be summoned belorclhe Chapier, and on having ten days notice

sliall be tried and may bo expelled from the Chapter on account of such delinquency.

—

I'lie committee on this subject remark that the non-payment of dues should be punished

but tliat it ought not to be visited with the highest penalty known to our constitution. A
repiimanJ or a suspension, either for a definite or an indefinite length of time vrould be

entirely sufficient. In tliese views your committee heartily coincide.

An auiciidmeiit to tlie constitution of tlie G. Chapter was proposed at tlie same session

as above, and in tlic opinion of your committee, very pro[ierly killed. It provided that all

vacancies in tlie .‘'iuboidinate Cliaptcrs, occasioned by deatli, resignation or otherwise,

.‘^liould be filled icm. by election. This in our view is not warranted by tlie Constitu-

lions.
,

’Die following rcsoliilioii was adopted:

‘‘Resolved, That hereafter tlio different Subordinalo Chapters under tliis Grand Chap,
icr may at discretion, ballot for the degree of Mark Master, iii a Lodge of Mark illasters

;

for Fast Master, in a Past Master’s Lodge ; and Most Excellent Master, in a Most Excel-
lent Masters Lodge, But no one shall be entitled to vote in anyone of said Lodges for

•;i!iy persoti to receive any one of said degrees, but Royal Arcli Masons.”

Tu North Carolina, but one ballot is had for all the degrees, and that in the Royal Arch

and n i‘ couvidi'r it a proper rind the niosf h’g.il iiiode,

It'.



Believing that a well digested report upon the state of Royal Arch Masonry is an im-

portant feature in the proceedings of Grand Chapters, .mo leeliiig, a- we have painfully

felt, the want of more time to ascertain by study and research a correct understanding of

disputed points of Masonic lore, your committee recommend, that hereafter, the committee

on Communications be required to make their report at the communication subsequent to

their appointment.

Your committee suggest that the names of those companions departed this life, from

year to year, within the jurisdiction of North Carolina, be hereafter publish' d in form

with the proceedings, and that the Subordinate Chapters make the necessary returns for

this purpose.

Tire irregularity of conduct too often manifested by companions in the conferring of

degrees, having been referred to us for consideration, the committee believe that they will

have discharged their duty in the premises by' expressing their entire concurrence in the

appropriate remarks of the G. H. P. made in his report to the members of this communi-

cation.

The .VI. E. C. H. P. has brought to your notice the action of certain Masonic bodies,

who lately initiated a cosmopolite, an exile and a travelling political emissary, into our

mysteries, and assured him of the aid of American .Vlasons. ciuch unmasonic action fills

our minds with the most gloomy apprehensions. So glaring a departure from the old

ways of Masonry cannot be spoken of in any but term> of strong disapprobation. We
allude to it more in sorrow than in auger. Sympathy, we expect and hope, will ever be

extended to the down-trodden and oppressed man, VVe, as individuals, may acknowledge

his course to be just and heartily wish him God-speed, but to declare tiiat ii/asoury will

engage in any political crusade, is heresy of the rankest stamp. “ Outs are the plans of

fair delightful peace.” Our motto is, peace on earth, good will towards all mankind. To
the oppressor and the oppressed, we, as Masons, extend equally the right liand of fellow,

ship, if they approach us as Masons
;
and while we weep in beholding suffering hum-iiiity,

we can, consistently with our principles, only stretch forth our hands and look imploringly

to Heaven. This ill-judged action of our over-zealous brethren of another State, will

furnish the only argument to justify the tyrannical decree of the present President of

France in suppressing the Masonic Lodges of that country.

Ill conclusion, we will say, that while ilfasonry remains duly sensible of her holy mis-

sion—restrains the uiih allowed and turbulent passions of men—inculcates brotherly love,

relief aud truth, dispenses her benefits uninfluenced by passion or prejudice; while she

leads to virtue with the flowery bauds of soft persuasion, and is ‘‘beaiitifully severe” in

reproving vice and immorality, we may confidently hope that crowds of enthusiastic vota-

ries will throng her courts, and that our time-honored institutioii will rise in majesty,

spread abroad in beauty and strength, till it becomes a glory in the whole earth. So mote

it be.

TALCOTT BURR, Jr.,

J. H. MOORE,
WM. J. CLARKE,
J. S. PENDER,
L. R. LOFTIN.

Comp. A. Martin oflered the following resolution

;

Resolved, That the decision of the G. H. P. upon that article of the Constitution rela-

tive to the manner of voting, be spread upon the minutes.
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The Ci'.uul High Priest decides that according totlie Grand Constitution, in all ques-

tions decided by ballot, that one single delegate appointed by, and appearing as the repre-

sentative oi a Subordinate Chapter, is entitled to cast the three votes of his Chapter.

But when a Chapter is represented by the proper ofl’irers, or their proxy, the number of

votes given must correspond with tlie number of olRcers represented.

On motion of Comp. Martin,

Resolved, That 300 copies of the proceedings of this G. Convocation be printed, and
the expense thereof be paid out of the funds of this G. C., and that the present G. Con-
stitution be also printed with the proceedings of the Giand Convocation.

Comp. Martin oifered the following :

Resolved, That §30 be paid out of the lunds of this G. Chapter to the Grand Treasu-
rer and §50 to the Grand Secretary, and also §12 to the Grand Tyler for their services du-
ring tile present Convocation,

On motion of Comp. Moore,
Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter be tendered to St. John’s Lodge, No.

1, and Concord Chapter, No. 1, for the use of their Hall and the kind and friendly manner
in which we have been received and entertained during the present Grand Convocation.

Graiftd Chapter called off till 8 o’clock, P. M.

Wednesday, June 9th, 8 o’clock, P. M.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

bkesent:
Olliccrs and members as this afternoon.

Visitors—Comp’s Joseph B. Russell, Jacob Lyons, D, Teller, Geo.

Harriss, and A. Jackson Howell.

M. E. Robt. G. Rankin, G. H, P. elect, was duly installed in office

by M. E., Alfred Martin, P. G. H. P.

The G. H. P. made the following appointments :

Comp. "W. J. Clarke, of Raleigh,

“ D. D. Phillips, “ Hillsboro’,

Jno. R. Harrison, “ Raleigh,

Wm. Bagley, “ Plymouth,
“ J. S. Pender, “ Tarboro’,

“ T. Page Ricaud, “ Newbern,
“ H. W. Foy, “ Wilmington,

G. P. S.

G. R. A. C.

G. M. 3 V.

G. M. 2 V.

G. M. 1 V.

G. Chaplain,

G. Tyler.

The Officers elected and appointed were duly installed by the M.

E. G. H. P. Comp. Bagley being absent, was installed by proxy.

The M. E. G. H. P., appointed

Grand Lecturer, J. H. Moore, of Warrenton.

Committee of Finance, Comp’s P. W, Fanning, A. Martin, T. W.
Brown.
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Comp. Martin oftered the following resolution, which was adopted;

Whereas, 'I'he ceremonies of lustallation coniaiued in the several charts and monitors,

are designed only for the officers of Subordinaie Chajrt.Ts
; and are therefore in a great

degree inappropriate for those of the Grand Giiapter, therefore

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to prepare a set of Lectures and
charges appropriate to those ceremonies in the Installation of the officers of this Grand
Chapter, and report the same at our next Grand Annual Communication.

Comp’s A. Martin and T. Burr, Jr., were appointed said committee.

On motion of Comp. Myers,

Resolved, That the G. H. P. take the necessary steps to have a renewal of the Charter

to this Grand Chapter at the ne.xt session of the General Assembly of the State,

On motion of Comp. Fanning,

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be directed to collect 3 copies of the Proceedings

of this Grand Chapter from its re-organization, and have the same bound for the use of

this Grand Chapter; and that the expenses of the same be paid out of the G. Treasury.

No further business appearing, the Grand Chapter closed in

Solemn Form,” to meet again on the first Monday m June, A.*. L.

5853, A.-. I. 2383, A.-. D. 1853.

Prayer by Comp. Rev. T. Page Ricaud, G. Chaplain.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, Grand Secretary.

Wilmington, N. C., 8th June, A.-. D. 1852, A.-, I. 2382.

A Convention of High Priests assembled in St. John’s Hall.

present;
M, E., Alfred Martin,
a u yYixt. Geo. Thomas,
“ “ Robt. G. Rankin,
“ “ E. Myers,
“ “ P. W. Fanning,

“ L. R. Loftin,

“ “ William Burge.

President,

Master of Ceremonies,

Conductor,

Recorder,

Ex. Companions Joseph M. Cox, High Priest elect of Cherokee

Chapter, No. 14, and Josiah S. Pender, H. P. elect of Concord Chap-

ter, No. 5, presented certificates of their election as High Priests of

their respective Chapters, and were consecrated High Priests of the

order of Melchisidec, in solemn form.

E. MYERS, Recorder.



A LiA of " High Priests ” in the State of North Carolina

Wilmington, M. E., James F. McRee,

• Alex. MacRae,

P. W. Fanning,

Alfred Martin,

“ Isaac Northrop,

“ Dusald McMillan,O
‘i Robert G. Rankin,

» VVm. G. Hill,

" E. B. Freeman,

“ John W. Cosby,

“ E. Myers,

“ A. H. Caldwell,

» C. H. Jordan,

“ Robert Strange,

“ John McRae,

“ Ed. L. Winslow,

“ L R. Loftin,

Eli W. Hines,

J. S. Pender,

« Wm. Geo. Thomas,

“ Lewis Bond,

«« W.W. Daniel,

“ C. N. Webb,
“ James Griswold,

“ Zeb. M. Paschall,

“ Wm. Burge,

“ A. P. Yancy,

“ F. M. Capehart,

i‘ A. T. Jerkins,

“ Thomas B. Nicholls

“ Jos. M. Cox,

“ P. P. Clements,

o Wm. Slade,

“ Pride Jones,

“ Jos. K. Bird,

„ “ Kater Biggs.

' The above list comprises all the High Priests, as far as can be at this

time ascertained. Should there be any omissions, the Grand Secreta.y

would be pleased to receive notice, to enable hiraMo make a complete

register.

Raleigh,

Salisbury,

Rnxboro’,

Fayetteville,

t<

Duplin,
((

Tarboro’,

Halifax,

((

Goldsboro’,

Oxford,

Warrenton,

Murfreesboro’,

Newbern,

Plymouth,

Hertford,

Hamilton,

U

Hillsboro’,

Windsor,
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Grand Chapter of North Carolina, in account with

Thomas W. Broton, Grand Treasurer.

Dr.

Fee paitl Wm. A. Wright, ... ^4 00

Paid R. G. Rar.kii!, - ... 122 02

H. W. Foy, for 'J’yiing, - - - .10 00

Allowance to Treasurer, - - - 20 00

Advertising, - - . . - 2 35

Do. to T. Burr, Jr., . - . . 36 95

Amount paid for Breast Plate, - . 70 00

Advertising in Raleigh Times, ... 2 00

Paid hill for Aprons, - - - - 30 30

Amount carried to new acc’t, (bal. to G. G.) 364 03

1851, June 4th,

“ “ 12th,

“ July 17th,

“ Aug. 27th,

“ Nov. 7th,

1852, April 29th,

“ May 27th,

“ June 8th,

Ck.

S66 I 55

1851, June 4th, By ain’t to balance bro’t forward. ^197 05

1852, April 27th, Am’t paid on Banks’ Note, 100 00
(( (t Dispensation Chapter in Lincoln, 90 00
“ May 29th, Dues Roanoke Chapter, No. 4, 15 00
“ June 7th, Temple do “ 6, - 15 00
i( it (i WarrentOH do “ 9, 15 00
it it Key Stone do « 19, . - 30 00
( ( (C ii Eureka do “ 7, 15 00
« U fi Raleigh do “ 10, 15 00
C< it ii Union do “ 17, 15 00
ii it «i Salisbury do “ 20, 15 00
il (( ii Cyrus do “ 21, 15 00
a <( ii Layfayette do “ —

,

15 00
“ “ 8th, Concord do “ 1, 15 00
ii (c is Conoho do « 12, 15 00
Si a a Oxford do “ 8, 15 00
(( ii ii Cherokee do “ 14 15 00
il <C ii Cliorazin do “ 13, 13 50
ii it (( Interest on John Banks’ Note, 24 00
it a ii Do. “ Northrop’s do. 13 00

§661

June 8th, 1S52. THOS. \V. BROWN, Treas’r.
The Finance Committee have e.xamined the above account of the Grand Treasurer

and find the same correct.

P. W. FANNING, )
A. MARTIN, ( finance

THOS. W. BkOVVN, \
Commutec.
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Grand Chapter of North Carolina in account with

Henry P. Russell, Grand Secretary)

1852, 'I’o cash paid Postage, - $1 50

am’l handed T. W. Brown, G. Treas’r, 228 50

1851, .July 24th, By Dues from Chorazin Chapter, $15 00

1852, April 28th, “ Dispensation Lincoln Chapter, - 90 00

“ .lune 7th, “ Dues Temple Chapter, No. 6, 15 00

a n a u “• VVarrenton do “ 9, 15 OO

ft ft tt ti “ Keystone do “ 19, 30 00

“ Eureha do “ 7, 15 00

t( ii a u “ Raleigh do 10, 15 00

ft t; t. ti “ Union do 17, - 15 00

“ Roanoke do “ 4, 15 00

tt t( <t G “ Salisbury do “ 20, 15 00

U (( n “ Cyrus do “ 21, 15 00

tt (t a “ Lafayette do •• 11, - 15 00

i( u n (t “ Concord do “ L 15 00

(( a “ Conoho do “ 12, 15 00

ft <i a “ Oxford do “ 8, 15 00

tt tt “ Cherokee do “ 14, 15 00

$330 00

— $330 00

The Finance Committee havs examined the above account of the Grand Secretary’s

and find the same correct.

P. W. FANNING, ) p.
* a/TAnriMM f Finance
A. MARllN, >

THOS. W. BROWN, )

P. S.—Dues from Mt. Ararat Gliapler, received since above acc’t vfas closed.

1
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Return of Chapters working under the jurisdiction of the Grand

Chapter of North Carolina.

Concord Chapter, No. 1,—Wilmington.

OFFICERS.
RI. E. R. G. Rankin,

“ S. D. Wallace,

High Priest,

King,
“ A. A. Brown, Scribe,

Comp. E. J.Lutterloh, Captain of the Host,

“ Geo. Harriss, Principal Sojourner,

“ H. P. Russell, Ro}'al Arch Captain
“ W. .T. Price, Master 3 Veil,

“ D. Teller, “ 2 »

“ J. B. Russell, (( u

“ J. A. 'J 'ay lor, Treasurer;

“ A. Paul Repiton, Secretary,

“ FI. W. Foy, Tyler.

MEMBERS.
P. W. Fanning, P. G. II. P., D. A. Lamont,

A. Martin, P. G. II. P., Robert Fenner,

Alex. MacRae, Sr. ,P. FI. P., A. B. Chesnut,

Isaac Northrop, P. FI. P., Treat F. Peck,

Thomas Marshall, Owen Fennell,

Thomas Cowan, J. R. Redman,

E. FI. Marsteller, Thos. J. Faison,

D. McMillan W. W. Harriss,

Alex. MacRae, Jr., E. V. Kelly,

G. R. French, Wm. Murphy,

T. F. Gause, C. McMillan,

Jno. Christian, Alex. Lamont,

Rev. Wm. Closs, Alfred Smith,

Talcott Burr, Jr., Wm. G. Jones,

Jno. Smith, T. C. Worth,

C. B. Morris, Wm. Huntington,

E. Wolfe, Jacob Lyon,

T. W. Brown, Wm. C. Howard,

D. E. Roberts, T. F. Robeson,

Jno. D.Powers, Jno. Nutt,

Rev. Wm. C. Parks, Owen Holmes,

Wm. A. Burr, Jas. Burney,

J. A. Silliman, R. E. Troy,

S.- Teller, J. A. Barnes,

J. B. Smith, W. E. Freeman,

O. L. Fillyaw, H. Hirsh,

Rev. S. H. Brown, Jno. Garwood,

T. D. Meares, J. E. Metis,

Jno. S. James, C. F. Murphy,

J. Wilkinson, P. D. Trawick,

W. I». Smith, J. H. Wright,



R. Maxwell, J, J. McDugald,
J. R. Beaman, W. C. Wilkings,

Cyrus Packard, A. J. Howell,

Joseph Green, J. H. Allen,

Jas. T. Miller,

Exalted 5 ; Rejections!; Withdrawals 0 ;
Deaths 0; Suspensions 0,

Phoenix, No. 2,—Fayetteville,—No Returns.

Mt. Ararat, No. 3,—Murfreesboro’.

OFFICERS.

M. E. A. P. Yancey,
“ R. F. Hart,
“ J. P. Bridger,

Comp. J. Baugham,
‘‘ F. M. Capehart,

W. H. Adkens,
“ A. Britt,
“ J. Y. Beaman,
“ C. Vann,
“ F. M. Capehart,

Jet. R. Darden,
“ G. D. Parker,

D. Brown,
J. R. Rochelle,

Rev. W. P. Bretlou.

Wm. J. Magett,

Chas. E. Knight,

Samuel Darden,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

R. A. Captain,

Master 3 Veil,

“ 2 “

“ 1 “

Treasurer’

Secretary,

Tyler.

MEMBERS.
J. P. Lee,

E. Y. Hill,

Rev. J. Moffett,

“ Q. H. Trotman,
“ W. Leary,
“ J. W. Webb.

Roanoke, No. 4,—Halifax.

OFFICERS.
M. E., William W. Daniel,

» W. W. Brickell,

» G. W. Gary,
Comp. A. V. Russell,

“ T. G. Lowe,
“ W. E. Lane,
“ J. T. Pope,
“ J. W. Heplinslall,
“ W. H. Underhill,
“ F. S. Marshall,
“ C. N. Webb,

H. A. Sledge,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

G. M. 3 Veil,
a 2
a 2 (C

. Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.



C. N. Webb,.

:JG

MEMBERS.
Hezekiah Lassiter

John T. Pope, Cary Whitaker,
William L. Long, A. W. Simmons,
AVm. W. Daniel, M. 0. Whitaker,
Wm. H. Underhill, George W. Gary,
A. V. Russell, W. E. Lane,
Joseph J. Anderson, A. G. Jones,

F. S. Marshall, H. J. Macon,
James R. Wilkes, T. J. Judkins,

W. W, Brickell, Rev. Wm. Burge,
Herbert A. Sledge, J. H. Moore,
John W. Heptinstall, James S. Snow,
James B. Yellowby, James H. Parker,

Sterling II. Gee, L. PI. Whitaker,
Benjamin Burnett, Rev. T. G. liOwe,

Thaddeus-Davis, James S. Snow.

E.xalted 1 ; AVithdrawn 1.

Concord, No. 5,—Tarboro’.

OFFICERS.

M. E. .Tosiah S. Pender,
“ Elesa Cromwell,
“ Kenneth Thigpen,

Comp. William S. Long,
“ James Mehegen,
“ William S. Duggin,
“ William Harrell,

“ William H. Hines,
“ John Knight, Jr.,

“ William Norfleet,

“ Louis C. Pender,
“ Mayo Worsley,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

G. M. 3 V.
‘ 2 “

CC I ((

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.

Benjamin M. Jackson,

H. S. Crenshaw,
Benjamin Batts,

P. S. Sugg,

Henry Bryan,
Arthur S, Mooring,

Jesse H. Drake,
Wesley Swift,

John F. Plughes,

John R. Mercer,

B. C. Watson,
AVilliam Andrews,
Lewis Bond.

W. H. Smith,

John PI. Drake,

Solomon Pender,

John Mooring,

Andrew E. Gill,

William J. Armstrong,

T. C. Hearn,

James Nelson,

William F. Mercer,

Arthur Freeman,
J. G. Williams,

H. J. Clark,

I, . D. Farmer,



W. G. Thomas, Rodclcn Daughter}',

11. H. Pender.

Admitted 7; Exalted 5
;
Withdrawals 0; Deaths 1; E.xpulsions 0; Suspen-

sions 0; Rejections 0.

Temple Chapter, No. 6,—Windsor.

OFFICERS.
M. E. Joseph R. Bird,

“ Benjamin J. Spruill,

Comp. Robert A. Parker,
“ James H. Cherry,
“ Stork B. Smith,
“ Burrel B. Russell,

“ Noah H. Thompson.
“ Etherton Wilson,

Peter Humeberry,
“ Jeremiah H. Bunch,
“ John S. Sheppard,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

R. A. Captain,

G. M. 3 Veil,

“ 2 “

1 »

Secretary,

Treasurer,

Janitor,

Kaser Biggs,

Augustus Holley,

David Flarrell,

Geo. W. McGlauhon,
Whitmel R. Swain,
Thomas C. Bunch,

Exaltations 13 ;
Withdra

ThomasW. Reddick,

Robert H. Smith,

Thomas H. Speller,

Sami. B. Spinell,

Patrick H. Winston,

Preston Perry,

mis 3.

Eureka, No. 7,—Newbern.

OFFICERS.
M. E. A. T. Jerkins,

“ Matthew A. Outten,
“ Rev. J. M. C. Breaker,

Comp. A. H. Richardson,
“ Peter Custis,

“ Edw’d F. Smallwood,
“ Luther R. Clark,
“ Thomas R. Wilson,
“ O. S. Dewey,
“ John D. Whitford,

Edward R. Stanly,
“ Rev. Jacob L'tley,

“ Levi Stern,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

G. M. .3 \ eil,

“ 2 “

“ 1 “

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Chaplain,

Tyler.

John A. Brookfield,

Thomas Sparrow,

Alatthew A. Outten,

William C. Hunter,



Tiioinas K. Wilson,

Luther R. Clark,

Rev. William B. Wellons,

Rev. J. M. C. Breaker,

John D. Whitford,

Edward M. Montford,

Levi Stern,

E. F. Smallwood,

A, T. Jerkins,

Edward R. Stanly,

A. H. Richardson,

John Harvey, Sr.

Peter Custis,

Exaltations 5;

•James Hayward,
George Green,

Edward R. Coward,
O. S. Dewey,
F. B. Harrison,

Jacob Utley,

Allen Blount,

Raphael Folda,

William J. Pope,

James A. May,
Jesse Hart,

W. R. Frizzle,

Thomas Page Ricaud.

Withdrawals 3; Deaths 0.

Oxford Chapter, No. 8,—O.xford.

M. E. Z. M. Paschall,

“ D. A. Paschall,
“ R. P. Taylor,

Comp. Jas. E. Allen,

“ T. O. McClanahaii;

“ L. C. Taylor,

“ A. F. Spencer,
“ L. A. Paschall,

“ Thomas H. Rainey
“ Jas. T. Littlejohn,

“ R. W. Lassiter,
“ R. J. Devin,
“ William Daws,

Charles P. Allen,

L. e. Bullock,

John D. Bullock,

Wilson Bareford,

John B. Green,

E. H. Hicks,

OFFICERS.

MEMBERS.
Lyman Latham,
William McAltioner,

Thomas Miller,

William A. PhilpoP,

Archibald Taylor.

Exalted 5.

High Priest,

King,
Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

Master 3 Veil,

“ 2
“ 1 “

Secretary,

Treasurer,

Chaplain,

Tyler.

W’arrenton Chapter, No. 9,—Warrenton.

OFFICERS.
M . E. William Burge,

“ A. G. Jones,
“ Thomas J. Judkins,C-^«.,.e» i:

Comp. John W. Fisher,

“ Henry J. Macon,
“ Henry Harris,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,
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Comp. James II. Moore,

Robert Lottdon,

“ A. B. Eaton, eL<->(t^

“ P. J. Turnbull,

“ L. C. Graves,

“ T, R. Goodloe,

MEMBERS.

G. M. 3 Veil,
c: 2 “

(( U

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.

Thomas J. Holt,

William C. Crabtree,

Tames Meares,

E. C. Waddill,

M. T. Hawkins,

T. S. Brownlow,,,^ t

A. P. Baird,

D. R. Fisher, pC -

Rev. H. Arnold,

Withdrawn 1 ;
1

Rev. P. H. Joiner, -4^

“ C. P. Jones, Jf-

J. J. Hines,
“ William C. Reed,^t<C

“ James Simpson,

Samuel Snow, ^
John L. Farmer,

P. D. Powell,

II. G. Goodloe, ^
1 ;

Admitted 1 ;
Exalted 4.

Raleigh Chapter, No. 10,—Raleigh.

OFFICERS.

M. E. William G. Hill,

» Charles H. Johnson,

“ Dabny Cosby,

Comp. John K. Harrison,

“ William J. Clarke,

“ James T. Marriott,

“ William Dallas Haywood,
“ Joseph John Biggs,

“ Albert Johnson,
“ William H. High,
“ James Harris,

‘, James Terrell,

MEMBERS.

High Priest, *

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

Secretary,

Treasurer,

G. M. 3 Veil,

“ 2 “
U 1

Tyler.

Willie W. Johnson,

Raines G. Jeffreys,

Alston A. Jones,

William F. Collins,

Willie D. Jones,

Joseph T. Hunter,

Thomas Young,
Thomas Jefferson Utley,

Joseph Woltering,

Eldridge Smith,

Edward Yarbiough, Sen.

Robert W. Seawell,

Exaltations 3 j
Rejections 0;

Daniel B. Griffin,

William Thomas Bain,

C. W. D. Hutchings,

James D. Newsom,
Joseph D. Powell,

Jefferson M. Lovejoy,

John Kane,
Rufus T. Heflin,

John O. Jeffreys,

Calvin J. Rogers,

John W. Cosby.

Withdrawals 0; Death 1 ; Expelled 0 ;

Suspended 0.
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Lafayette, No. li,—Hillsboro'.
OFFICERS.

M. E. Pride Jones,
“ Henry K. Nash,
“ William Nelson,

Comp. Daniel D. Phillips,

“ Thomas Webb,
“ George Laws,
“ Samuel D. Schoolfield,
“ Thomas Howerton,
“ James M. Palmer,
“ Joseph Allison,
“ John D. Wilber,
“ Andrew C. Murdock,

William W. Albea,

Joseph J. Allison,

Giles J. Allison,*

John J. Allison,

John Q,. Anderson,
W411iam P. Bason,

Gaston D. Cobb,

Alexander Dickson,

William Dickson,

Bartlett L. Durham,
John C. Douglas,

Thomas Howerton,
Pride Jones,

George Laws,
John D. Wilber,

High Priest,

King,
Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,
G. M. 3 Peil,

“ 2 “
U ^ ££

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.

John F. Lyon,
Antonio Di Martino,

John McCown,
William McCown,
Daniel A. Montgomery,
Andrew C. Murdock,
Henry K. Nash,
William Nelson,

James M. Palmer,
Daniel D. Phillips,

Samuel D. Schoolfield,

Edmund Strudwick,

Thomas Webb,
Joseph Woods,

MEMBERS.

Exalted 17; Rejected 1; Withdrawals 0; Expitlsions 0; Suspensions 0^

* E.xpected to be E.icalted but was prevented from attending on night appointed.

Conoho, No. 12,—Hamilton.

OFFICERS.
M. E. P. P. Clements,

“ S. M. Smithwick,
£( w. Sherrod,

Comp. R. E. W^eathersbee,

T. L. Liddon,
John B. Whitaker,

S. J. Williams,

G, L. Moore,

P. W. Yarrell,

High Priest,

King,
Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

G. M. 3 Veil,

££ 2 “

£.' 1 ££
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Comp. S. T. Johnson, Treasurer,

“ J.E. Short, • Secretary,

“ W'illiam Slade, Chaplain.
“ William Beasly, Steward,
“ W. S. Harlow, Tvler.

T.F. Ward,

MEMBERS.
K. C. Cameron,

J. H. Whitaker, George Hobbs,
Bryant Bennett, Jos. J. Anthony,
W. W. Sherwood, W. T. Weathersbee,

FI. S. Williams, T. C. Davis,

J. H. Horner, Jno. M. Matthews,

H. Budike, John J. Clom.an,

W, T. Hyman, C. C. Hines,

Jos. Waldo,F. J. Harrell,

Exaltations 6 ; Withdrawals 3.

Chorazin Chapter, No. 13,—Greensboro’.

OFFICERS.
M. E. Cyrus P. Mendendall, High Priest,

“
I. J. M. Lindsay, King,

“ William Gott, Scribe,

Comp. Jed. H. Lindsay, Captain of the Host.

Jonathan W. Hewlett, Royal Arch Captain,

John Hiatt, Master 3 Veil.

Joseph A. Houston, a 2 “

John L. Cole, “ 1

Joab Hiatt, Principal Sojourner,

Orestes Smallwood, Treasurer,

Edwin Watson, Secretary,

Harrison J. Warren, Janitor.

John M. Logan,
MEMBERS.

W. J. McElroy,
Robert Mitchell, John Eady,
Peter Thurston, J. C. Lamb,
Allen S. Andrews, Haley Brown,
David McKnight, Dempsey Brown,
Robert W. Denny, Sam’l W, McKnight,
Joseph A. Weatherly, Eli F. Watson,
William H. Reese, John 0. Holt,

B. Craven, A. H. Boyd,
James M. Millis, Eli 0. Macy,
Shubael G. Coffin,, .lohn D. Donnell,

N. M. Gardner, James P. Simpson,
L. R. Gibson, John B. Hoskins,
John B. Kingsbury, James N. Fuller, (deceased.)

Don F. Dalton, Washington G. Lee, do.

Johannes Kuhl,
Exaltations iO

; Rejections 0 ; Withdrawals 0 ; Deaths 2 .
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Cherokee Chapter, No 14.—Hertford.

OFFICERS.
M. E. Jos. M. Cox,

. James V. R,eed,

“ Willis H. Bagley,

Comp. George H. Freer,

Joseph G. Granbery,
“ Jonathan W. Albertson
“ Dempsey Barclift

“ Josiah H. White,
“ M. D. Hathaway,
“ M. O. Jordon,
“ Edwin Brace,

John G. Berry,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

G. M. 3 Veil,

“ 2 “

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler,

Richard Felton,

Evin Forbes,

Thomas J. Palmer,

Dr. Rufus K. Speed,

M. S. Bonshell,

John A. Doll.

E.xaltations 15; Rejections 0; Withdrawals 1; Deaths I; Expulsions 0

Suspensions 0.

Union Chapter, No. 17,—-Duplin.

OFFICERS.
M. E. Luther R- Loftin,

“ F. B. Millard,

“ James Winders,

Comp. Daniel Bowden,
“ James W. Blount,

“ Joel Lof'in,

“ Samuel Loftin,

“ John B. Wright,
“ William F. Pollock,

“ Oates S. Lewis,
« C. D Hill,

“ D. B. Newton,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

G. M. 3 Veil,

“ 2 “
<4 \ ,(

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.

Eli W. Hines,

George W. Wallace,

James M. McDuffie,

John E. Breton,

Buckner Bowden,
A. R. Hicks,

Henry Swinson,

Jesse Johnston Baker,

James G. Dickson,

B. C. Bowden,
David Wright,

Thomas Wright,

William Caraway,
Thomas J. Hudson,
Exum L. Powell,

Hanson F. Murphy,
Joseph J. Ward,
William H. S. Sykes,

A. Guy,
John Caraway,
Everett Peterson,

Henry W. Faison,



R. L. Wooteu,

James M. Hines.

Joseph R. Hatch,

Louis F. Carr,

Edward W, Fonville,

Exalted 5; Suspended 0; Expelled 0; Rejected 1.

Gaston, No. 18,—Roxboro’,—No Returns.

Key Stone Chapter, No. 19,—Plymouth.

OFFICERS.
M. E. Thomas B. Nicholls,

“ John McC. Boyle,
“ Thomas E. Pender,

Comp. Joseph Ramsey,
“ H. A. Gilliam,
“ F. F. Fagan,
“ William Bagley,
“ Isaac Kelly,
“ James Magee,
“ Warren W. Ward, •

“ E. H. White,
“ Silas Murray, ,

MEMBERS.

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

G. M. 3 Veil,

“ 2 “
It

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.

John Brown,
Samuel T. Gaylord,

Joseph A. Spruill,

Edgar Hanks,
Rev. Joel W. Tucker,
John F. Phelps,

James W. Sikes, ^

A. Winchell.

William W. Ward,
George W. Styron,

Henry B. Short,

Thomas S. White,

John A. Warrock,
George W. Pierce,

Rev. William H. Bobbitt,

Exaltations 1; Rejections 0; Admitted 1; Withdrawals Oj Deaths 0.

Salisbury Chapter, No. 20,—Salisbury.

OFFICERS.
M. E. A. H. Caldwell,

(C

“ D. A. Davis,

Comp. Hand James,
“ Luke Blackraer,
“ John W. Coffin,.

“ Julius Ramsey,
“ Joseph F. Chambers,
“ Charles L. Partee,
“ John Kelly,
“ James A. Johnson,
" Obadiah Woodson,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

Captain of the Host,

Principal Sojourner,

Royal Arch Captain,

Secretary, pro tem.

Treasurer,

G. M. 3 Veil,

“ 2 “
U

J «

Janitor.



MEMBERS.
Ezekiel Myers,

Daniel Coleman,

Joseph A. Worth,

Henry C. Simonton,

David W. Honeycutt,

James Pascoe,

Thales McDonald,
Myer Myers,
John J. Shaw,
A. D. Montgomery,
Robert Burns,

J. G. Ramsey,
A. M. Booe,

Braxton Bailey,

Preston W. “Wooley,

Thomas Trotter,

William Hunter,

Jehu Hanks,
David D. Salmon,
Samuel Taylor,

Purcel Thompson,
John W. Ellis,

George Riley,

Alex. Springs,

Baxter Clegg,

J. J. Bryan,

F. M. Ross,

Turner Pinckston,

N. P. Alsabrook,

Archibald Honeycutt,

George M. Makepeace,
Robert S. Young,
George W. Ferabee,

James A. Caldwell,

J. H. Montgomery,
J. T. Alexander,

C. J. Cochrane,
James Morphus,
J. D. Ramsey,
Clarkson Coffin,

Samuel Rose,

G. W. Johnson,

John Gray Bynum,
H. R. Austin,

John Taylor,

E. S. Barrett,

Calvin W. Wooley,
J. O. Ross,

A. A. Richardson,

M. Richwine,

Charles Lippard,

Samuel H. Christian.

Exaltations 18; Rejections 0; Withdrawals 1; Deaths 0; Expulsions 0,
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FORM OF RETURNS FOR A SUBORDINATE CHAPTER.

Return of Chapter, No.
,
working

under jurisdiction of the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North

Carolina.

Regular meetings held on

OFFICERS.

MEMBERS. MEMBERS.

•

I

Exaltations. Rejections.
Withdraw-

als.
Deaths.

Expul-
sions.

Suspensions
Total No.
of Mem’rs.

• 1

Form of Prosy for tbe High Priest^ King or Scribe oi a
Subordinate Chapter.

I, A. B., (High Priest, King or Scribe,) of

Chapter, No.
,
constitute Companion C. D., my proxy to represent

me at the next Convocation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of

the State of North Carolina, to be held in Wilmington, on the

day of in the year of A.'. I, 238 A.*. D. 185

Witness my hand and seal this day of A.%

D. 185
[SEAL.]
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OP THE

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER
OP

NORTH CAROLINA,
REVISED AND ADOPTED JUNE, 1851.

Article 1. This Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall consist of the

following officers, VIZ ; Grand High Priest, T’-epiity Grand High
Priest, Grand King, Grand Scrioe, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secre-

tary, Grand Marshal, Grand Tyler, together with the Past Grand
High Priests, Past Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes,

and of the High Priests, Kings and Scribes for the time being of the

several Chapters, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter. All

of whom shall be entitled to a vote, except the Grand Tyler.

—

Provided., that when any Past Grand officer shall cease to be a

member of a Subordinate Chapter, his membership in this Grand
Chapter shall cease.

Article 2. The regular Communications of this Grand Chapter

shall be held at Wilmington, N. C., on the first Monday in June, in

each year. And in case of the absence of the Grand High Priest,

the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King or Grand Scribe, or

either of them shall preside, taking precedence according to rank
;

in the absence of all the above named officers, then the oldest Past
Grand officer of those grades present, and if there be none of the

Past Grand officers of the rank above named present, then the High
Priest of the oldest Subordinate Chapter present, shall have power
to preside, and the Representatives of three Subordinate Chapters

shall constitute a quorum. And if on the day of meeting there be

not a quorum present, the Presiding officer may adjourn the Grand
Chapter from day to day, until the close of the fourth day, when if

no quorum be present, the meeting shad be adjourned until the next
Annual meeting, unless sooner or especially convened.

Article 3. The officers of this Grand Chapter shall be chosen

at each regular Annual Communication for the term of one year.

But should the Annual Cominuiiication not be held at the stated time,

they shall hold their offices until others are chosen. And the Grand
or Deputy Grand High Priests respectively, for the time being, shall

have power to call special meetings whenever they shall deem it ex-
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pedieul, of which all the Subordinate Cliaptcrs sliali be duly noti-
lied.

Article 4. All questions before this Grand Chapter shall be de-
termined by a majority of votes cast.

Article 5. The constitutional officers of this Grand Chapter
shall be elected by ballot, except the Grand Lecturer and Grand Ty-
ler, who shall be respectively appointed by the Grand High Priest,

all of whom if present, shall be duly Installed into their respective
offices before the closing of the Grand Communication. And if any
officer be absent at the time of his election or appointment, he shall
be immediately notified by the acting Grand Secretary, with a re-

quest that he signify his acceptance or refusal of the office, within
thirty days. And should any officer so notified, decline serving, or

neglect to give notice within the specified time, then such office shall

be deemed vacant, and be filled by the appointment of the Grand High
Priest, or in case of his dealh, absence, or inability, by the Deputy
Grand High Priest, and all other vacancies of offices by death or

otherwise, may be filled as above.

Ae-ticle 6 . None but a regular Rojml Arch Mason, holding mem-
bership in a Subordinate Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be
admitted to a seat in this Grand Chapter as proxy, nor shall he rejr-

resent more than three members at the same Communication. And
all persons acting in that capacity must be furnished with creden-

tials by the members so represented.

Article 7. The Grand. Lecturer shall be furnished with a com-
mission by the Grand High Priest, under the seal of the Grand
Chapter, attested by the Grand Secretary, which commission shall

remain in force until the next Annual Communication succeeding

his appointment; unless revoked by the Grand High Priest. And it

shall be his duty at the request of any Subordinate Chapter under
this jurisdiction, to visit such Chapter, and instruct them in the work
lectures, and all things appertaining to the government of a Chap-
ter, and the interest of Royal Arch Masonry. And the Chapter so

employing him, shall make him such compensation as shall be agreed

upon by the parties. He shall keep a record of his proceedings, and
report the same to the Grand High Priest when required, and to the

Grand Chapter, at its Annual Communication
;
and shall make no

alterations in the vcork or lectures adopted by this Grand Chapter.

Article 8. A Committee of Three shall be appointed at each
Annual Communication, immediately after the Installation of the

Grand officers, to be styled the Committee of Finance, whose duty
it shall be to examine and audit all bills presented against the Grand
Chapter, together v.fitli the books and accounts of the Grand Treas-

urer and Secretary, and report at the Annual Communication imme-
diately succeeding their appointment, and previous to the election

of officers. They siiall also have power to invest from time to time

any funds belonging to this Grand Chapter.
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Article 9. This Grand Chapter, at every Coinni'''.nicatioii, shah

be opened in solemn form previous to the transaction of any business.

Article 10. The members of, and Representatives to this Grand

Chapter, must appear properly clothed with the badges of a Royal

Arch Mason.
Article 11. The Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary shall

have their Books ready for examination at the commencement of

each Annual Communication of this Grand Chapter
;
and for their

services shall receive such compensation as this Grand Chapter may-
approve.

Article 12. Every petition to this Grand Chapter for a Warrant
to open anew Royal Arch Chapter, must be signed by at least Nine
Regular Royal Arch Masons within this jurisdiction, and accompa-

•
.
nied with a certificate fiomthe Chapter within the State nearest the

contemplated location of the new Chapter, vouching for the moral
character and IMasonic abilities of the petitioners, and recommend-
ing that a warrant be granted them. And the Grand, or Deputy
Grand High Priest upon the receipt of such petition, if approved,
shall grant his Dispensation for the same, to remain m force until

the first Annual Communication of the Grand Chapter, thereafter,

when said Chapter shall petition for a Charter, unless for satisfacto-

ry reasons the warrant shall be continued until the succeding An-
nual Communication, at which time application shall be made for a
Charter, otherwise said warrant shall be revoked.

Article 13. The fees for a Warrant for opening and holding a
Royal Arch Chapter shall be Ninety Dollars, of which the Grand
Secretary shall receive Ten Dollars for his services in furinslnug the
same, and no warrant shall be granted until the fees are jiaid. And
when any Charter shall be granted to the Chapter having received

such Warrant, the Fees first deposited shall be credited in payment
of the same. But if a Charter be not granted, and said Warrant be
withdrawn, then the fee shall be returned to the petitioners, ex-
cepting only such part thereof as may have been expended by
means of their application.

Article 14. The several Chapters under the jurisdiction of this

Grand Chapter shall pay for the suppqj.-t thereof, into the hands of
the Grand Treasurer, annually, the sum of Fifteen Dollars. Pro-
vided, that Chapters working under a Warrant shall pay nothing
for the time they shall have held such Warrant. But in case of ex-

tension of the time of application for a Charter, in which case they
.shall pay the regular Fees of a Chapter under Charter, for the time
so extended, and no Chapter in arrears shall have a vote in this

Grand Chapter.

Article 15. No Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall change its

location, except with the concurrence of this Grand Chapter, upon
the application of a majority of the members of such Subordinate
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Chapter, reconiraended by the Chapter nearest the place to which it

is proposed to be removed.

Article 16. Every Royal Arch Chapter under the jurisdiction

of this Grand Chapter, shall be represented at each Grand Convoca-
tion by their High Priest, King and Scribe, in person or by their res-

pective proxies. And Avheneverthe first three officers of a Subordi-

nate Chapter, or any one of them cannot attend the Annual meeting
of this Grand Chapter, or shall fail to appoint his or their proxy or

proxies to represent them or their Chapter, it shall be competent for

such Chapter to elect or appoint a delegate or proxy. And at the An-
nual Convocations they shall make return of the names of their offi-

cers and members, together with all exaltations, deaths, suspensions,

expulsions and withdrawals. And if any Chapter under this juris-

diction shall fail to assemble once in any year, or shall neglect to be
represented in this Grand Chapter for two years in succession, or shall

fail for two successive years to make returns as above, and pay its

dues to this Grand Chapter, then, and in either case of delinquency,

the said Chapter shall forfeit to the use of this Grand Chapter, its

Charter, with its records, jewels, regalia, and furniture, together with
its monetary, and all other property of every description.

Article 17. The application of every candidate for the Degrees
in any Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be made in writing,

signed by the applicant, and recommended by a member of said

Chapter. And said application shall lay over at least one meeting
of said Chapter for the consideration of its members, unless in cases

of emergency, so deemed by a majority of tire members present.

—

And the vote in all cases of applicaj;ion for the degrees or for mem-
bership, must be unanimous to admit.

Article 18. ISo Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Chapter, shall exalt any candidate to the degree of Royal Arch Ma-
son, for a less sum than Twenty Tiollars, and no candidate shall be
balloted for until said fee is paid, and no note of hand shall be taken
by any Chapter for such fee or any part thereof.

Article 19. No Companion having been a member of any other

Chapter, shall be admitted to membership in any Chapter under this

jurisdiction until he shall have paid all arrearages to the Chapter of
which he was last a member.

*

Article 20. No Chapter under this jurisdiction shall exalt any
candidate who is a resident of another State, where a Subordinate
Chapter is.established, without a special recommendation from the

Chapter in such State nearest his place of residence, or from one of

the three principal officers of the Grand Chapter of the State where
he resides, and no candidate living within this jurisdiction shall re-

ceive any degree in any other than the Chapter which is nearest his

place of residence, without a recommendation from said nearest

Chapter.
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Article 21. No Chapter or assembly of Ro
3
'-al Arch Masons

which may hereafter be formed within this jurisdiction, shall be
deemed legal without the sanction of a Warrant from this Grand
Chapter

;
and all Masonic communication, either public or private,

between any Chapter, under this jurisdiction, or any of its members,
and any Chapter so illegally formed, or any person therein exalted,

is hereby strictly forbidden, and a breach of any part of this article

shall be punished by expulsion, or exclusion from all the benefits of

this Grand Chapter.

Article 22. The High Priest, King and Scribe of any Chapter
under this jurisdiction, when not able to attend the Grand Communi-
cations, shall appoint their proxy or proxies, by a commission signed
with their names, with their seals affixed, which commission shall

continue in force only during the year for which the said High Priest,

King or Scribe was elected.

Article 23. This Grand Chapter shall have original jurisdiction

over all matters of controversy which may arise between any of the

Subordinate Chapters under this jurisdiction, or between members
of different Subordinate Chapters, and appellate jurisdiction in all

matters of controversy, proper for Masonic investigation, arising in

any Subordinate Chapter.

Article 24. When any member of a Chapter under this juris-

diction shall be accused of any offence, which if proved against him,
would subject him to suspension or expulsion, the proceedings in the

premises shall be conducted agreable to the following rules :

1st. The accusation shall be made in writing over the signature

of a Royal Arch Mason, and given in charge to the Secretary of the

Chapter, who under the direction of the High Priest, shall serve or

cause the accused to be served with an attested copy of the charges,

ten days at least before the time appointed tor the examyiation.

Provided, the residence of the companion so charged shall be known,
and shall be within the distance of twenty miles of the place where
the Chapter is located. If the residence of the accused be at a
greater distance than twenty miles, but within the State, then and
in that case, a summons to appear and show cause, forwarded to

him hy mail or other conveyance, thirty days before the trial, shall

be considered sufficient service. If the residence of the delinquent

be unknown, the Chapter may proceed to examine the charges ex
parte.

2d. The examination of the charges shall be had in a Chapter,

specially notified and convened for the purpose
;
at which no visi-

tors shall be admitted excepting as counsel or witnesses.

3d. The accused may select his own counsel, and the witnesses

shall testify on their honor
;
hearsay evidence shall be excluded.

4th. The question, is the accused guilty or not guilty ? shall be

distinctly put to each ine^nber, commencing with the youngest mem-
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bcr. 'i'hc answer shall be given standing, and in a distinct and au-

dible manner. The Secretary shall record the same.
5th. If the verdict be suspension or expulsion, the proceedings

shall be sent up at the ensuing, meeting of the Grand Chapter for

examination.

Gth. A sentence of expulsion shall not take effect until confirmed
by the Grand Chapter, but shall operate as a suspension of the de-

linquent.

7th. A companion feeling himself aggrieved by the decision of a
Subordinate Chapter, shall have the right of appeal to the Grand
Chapter, he having given due and timely notice to the Subordinate
Chapter, of his intention so to appeal from its decision.

8th. Whenever this Grand Chapter shall reverse or abrogate the

decision of a Subordinate Chapter, suspending or expelling a com-
panion, and shall restore him to the benefits and privileges of Ma-
sonry, he shall not thereby be restored to membership within the

body from which he was suspended or expelled, without its unani-

mous consent.

9th. In all respects other than those here specified, the proceed-

ings shall lie conducted agreeably to the regulations of Ancient
Craft Masonry.
Article 25. No alteration or amendment of this Constitution

shall be made at any other than the regular Annual Communication.
Article 26. All former Constitutions and By-Laws of this Grand

Chapter are hereby repealed.
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER

OF

3xro:o.T?:E3:

AT ITS

SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION,

IN WILMINGTON, N. C. ON MONDAY, THE SIXTH DAY OP JUNE,

A. L. 5853, A. I. 2383, A. D. 1853.

iXUImington, N.

1853 .



GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OP THE STATE OP NORTH CAROLINA.

To

H. P. of Chapter No.

You are hereby ordered to cause the Proceedings of the Seventh Annual

Grand Convocation of the Grand Chapter to be read in your Chapter within two

months after receipt.

ROBT. G. RANKIN, G. H. P.

Attest,

H. P. Russell, G. Sec.



PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION

OF THE

Begun and held in the Hall of St. John’s Lodge No. 1,

IN Wilmington, North Carolina, on Monday, the sixth
DAY OF June A. L. 5853, A. I. 2383, A. D. 1853.

PRESENT.

Rob’t G. Rankin, - - G. H. P.

Alfred Martin, - P. G. H. P.

J. H. Moore, - G. K. p. t.

Will. Geo. Thomas, - G. S.

P. W. Fanning, - G. M. p. t.

Peter Custis, - G. P. S. p. t.

Jas. H. Cherry, - G. R. A. C. p. t.

L. R. Loftin, - G. M. 3d V. p. t.

E. J. Lutterloh, - G. M. 2d V. p. t.

Alex. McRae, Jr. - - G. M. 1st V. p. t.

Thos. W. Brown, - - G. Treas’r.

Henry P. Russell, - - G. Sec’y.

Hiram W'. Foy, - G. Tyler.

Comp’n J. E. Melts.

The Grand Chapter opened in solemn form.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following Committee:

On Cndcntials—Comp’ ns J. H. Moore and Peter Custis.

The G. C. called from labor to refreshment till to-morrow

morning, 10 o’clock.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, G. Sec'y.
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TUESDAY MORNING, June 7, 10 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

R. G. Rankin, - G. H. P.

A. Martin, - P. G. H. P.

Z. M. Paschall, - G. K. p. t.

W. G. Thomas, - G. S.

Peter Custis, - G. M. p. t.

A. M. Campbell, - G. P. S. p. t.

J. H. Cherry, - G. R. A. C. p. t.

E. J. Lutterloh, - G. M. 3d V. p. t.

W. H. Hines, - G. M. 2d V. p. t.

S. H. Christian, - G. M. 1st V. p. t.

Thos. W. Brown, - - G. Treas’r.

Henry P. Russell, - - G. Sec’y.

H. W. Foy, - G. Tyler.

Corap’n Ezekiel Myers, D. G. H. P.
;
Comp’n J. H. Moore,

G. Lecturer; Compn’s C. W. Wooley, J. W. Albertson, L. R.

Loftin, T. C. Worth, McMillan and J. H. Flanner.

The Committee on Credentials, through Comp’n J. H. Moore,

made the following report

:

The Coniinittee on Credentials beg leave to report the following Representatives

from their respective Chapters, as properly entitled to seats in this Grand Body:

Concord, No. 1, R. G. Rankin, H. P.

I. Northrop, K.

E. J. Lutterloh, S.

Phmnix, No. 2, - A. M. Campbell, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Temple, No. 6, Jas. H. Cherry, P. for H. P.

Eureka, No. 7, Peter Custis, H. P.

Oxford, No., 8, Z. M. Paschall, H, P.,

Warrenton, No. 9, J. H, Moore, Delegate.

Chorazin, No. 13, E. J. Lutterloh, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Cherokee, No. 14, J. W. Albertson, P. for H. P., K. and S,

Union, No. 17. -
. L. R. Loftin, K„ P. for H. P, and S.

Gaston, No. 18, - Z, M. Paschall, P. for H. P.
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Keystone, No. 19, - - W. H. Bobbitt, P. for H. P.

P. VV. Fanning, P. for S.

Salisbury, No. 20, - - A. H. Waddell, H. P. and P. for K. & S.

Lincoln, No. 22, - - E. Myers, P. for H. P., K. and S.

J. H. MOORE,
PETER CUSTIS,

Committee.

On motion of Comp’n J. H. Moore,

Resolved, That the reading of the Minutes of the last Convocation be dispensed

with, each Member being furnished with a copy.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following Committees

:

On Uvfinished Business—James 'H. Cherry, L. R. Loftin and

E. J. Lutterloh.

On Charters and Dispetisations—A. Martin, Z. M. Paschall and

A. M. Campbell.

On Returns and Proceedings of Sub Chapters—A. H. Caldwell,

Thos. W. Br®wn and Peter Custis.

On Foreign Correspondence—J. W. Albertson, J. H. Moore,

Robert Strange, Jr., Z. M. Pascdiall and P. W. Fanning.

The M. E. G. H. P. submitted his annual report.

The sound of the Gavel once more greets us. Companions, and we are assembled

in Grand Convocation, in presence of Him whose aid we have just invoked, in dis-

charging the solemn obligations imposed upon us, as by the inspiration of His

wisdom we are the better enabled to perform the important duties delegated to us.

Having in my last annual communication entered fully into the various topics of

interest to Royal Arch Masonry, and with the perfect prosperity and peace pervading

our borders, I am left with but a brief report to submit.

Slasonry flourishes not amidst excitement, and it is more with pleasure than regret

that I have to report a slow but steady and enduring increase within our Jurisdic-

tion. Four new Chapters will claim existence at our hands—three under the care and

auspices of our Worthy M. E. Deputy Grand High Priest, whose report will he duly

presented, and one by me to Mount Lebanon Chapter, at Wilson, in the county of

Edgecombe. The fees for Dispensation are in the Grand Treasury
; and I presume a

regular application at this Session will be made for Charters, except in the case of

Mount Lebanon Chapter, which, from the short time elapsed since the issue of the

Dispensation, must necessarily continue in force until the next Convocation.

A petition for a Dispensation from the Companions of Lonisburg, with the regular

fee, was presented to me, but owing to a slight informality and the want of time in

any event for action at this Session, I returned it, that it might be placed in due form.

Enquiries as to the establishment of Chapters at other points have been made, but

the Companions, with commendable caution, are desirous of an assurance of sta-

bility before asking a Dispensation
; and this caution, Companions, gives us confi-
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(lence in the perpetual prosperity of our Order, and assures us that within our State

the fires of Masonry burn freely, and that among her sons are enrolled many bright

stars, adding lustre at home and becoming “ bright Lights” in the distance.”

Availing myself of an accidental visit to Newbern, Eureka Chapter, No. 7, was,

at my request, called to labor, by M. E. A. T. Jerkins, and officially visited. Their

Minutes were well and regularly kept, the Companions devoted and bright, and

everything betokened an air of prosperity, pleasing to report. The Council De-

grees were conferred by me on three newly exalted Companions. It would add

much to the prosperity of our Order if it were possible for your Grand Officers to

visit, annually, the various Subordinates. The want of facilities, however, forbid it;

but this will in a few years be nearly remedied, and many of our Chapters be drawn
in closer communion.

The Order of High Priesthood has claimed the attention, and e.xcited considerable

discussion in our Sister Grand Chapters, and the fact is elicited that in some States

the Order is unknown, while in others an importance is attached not warranted by

its history.

Masonry prides herself on her antiquity, and many esteem this Order as one of

those ancient land-marks, from which it would be heresy to depart, when in truth it

is but of American invention, scarce half a century in e.xistence, claiming its pater-

nity from Webb. The whole object of its invention seems to llfeve been for the

purpose of conferring, as an Honorary Degree, upon those whose zeal and skill in

the Mystic Art have entitled them to the sutfrages of their Companions, (to be con-

ferred as a compliment,) a reward of merit, or the investing with official dignity

one elected to preside.

Whence does it derive authority? It cannot from Grand Chapters, for they are

composed of a majority of “Kings and Scribes,” to whom the Order is as a sealed

book—nor from the General Grand Chapter, for that also largely consists of those

who, being also in “ want of light,” cannot grant rights or privileges which they as

membersdo not possess. Deriving its authority
,
then, from no recognized source, it is

conferred in Conventions formed by the meeting of three or more, who have re-

ceived the Order, at any time or at any place, without Charter or Warrant, and

communicated as are many of those Side Degrees, appended to but not of Ma-
sonry.

An error, it a^jpears to me, has gradually crept in and been permitted, which

might possibly in the future lead to evil results. I mean the existing opinion as to

the necessity of conferring this Order upon a High Priest elect before he is installed.

If this necessity does exist, the work, from the hands of one who for want of op-

portunity or inclination has failed to receive it, is illegal. How then can we, who

have been more fortunate in our exaltation, countenance or recognize the friendly

token from him, thus clandestinely made? But I am convinced that this generally

received opinion is not in accordance with ancient masonic usage. I am aware that

from this position many bright aiid excellent iM asons dissent. On the other hand, I

am sustained by those well versed in ancient laws and usages.

Entertaining these views, I cannot but think the position assumed by the Grand

Chapter of Maryland on this subject is altogether untenable.

Here is presented an instance of opposing opinions and conflicting practices in

Grand Chapters subordinate to the General Grand Chapter, which may with pro-
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priety be adjudicated by that Grand Body at its approaching session; and I have

alluded to it for the purpose of suggesting that our Delegate be instructed to solicit

an expression of opinion from the head of Royal Arch Masonry as to its necessity

and legitimacy.

The report of the Grand Lecturer will be duly submitted.

I cannot more fully illustrate the advance of our Grand Chapter in prosperity and

distinction, than by contrasting the past with the present ; and for this end, quote from

the annual rejjort of M. E. A. Martin, our first Grand High Priest, under its re-organi-

zation—“That I cannot congratulate you on any great acquisition of strength, by

the increase of Subordinate Chapters, I have to regret. Still I do not feel discouraged.

The reason is obvious, when we consider that for seventeen years Royal Arch Ma-
sonry in North Carolina was without a head to guide and sustain it through the long

and dreary night of adversity from which it is emerging. In the largest portion of

our State, her altars are still deserted, and desolation dwells in the Sanctuary of the

“ Sons of Light.” Time and Death have done their work, and the few Companions

left are scattered through the State generally at a great distance from each other

—

hence there are insurmountable difficulties in the way of any rapid increase in the

number of Subordinate Chapters in this Jurisdiction. But the clouds by which the

masonic sky has been so long overcast, are passing away, and a bright and glorious

era in her history will soon succeed them.”

The prediction has been verified, the difficulties have been surmounted, the night

of adversity is past, and our Grand Chapter, increased in strength, is respected abroad,

beloved at home, and is now in the full tide of pros^jerity and success. In all parts of

our Jurisdiction, zeal and fidelity distinguish 'our Companions, and the jJrospect

before us is bright. May it ever so continue.

It is with an overflowing heart that 1 return my sincere thanks for the many honors

received by me from the hands of my Brethren and Companions in Masonry, not

only for the unmerited confidence reposed, but for that true courtesy which has

always distinguished our intercourse. To the Fraternity I am bound by every tie of

gratitude, by the strength of long tried friendships, and by a long cherished love for

the Order.

In conclusion, permit me to impress on you to walk steadily in the principles of

Masonry; to guard it from innovation in letter or spirit; to urge you to the exer-

cise of true masonic charity—ever remembering that, in the eyes of the world,

“We stand,

By friendship joined—a social band.

That love, that aid mankind.”

And after traveling the rugged path of life, may you be permitted to pass those pleasant

veils into that Heavenly Arch, where the Eupreme Grand High Priest forever reigns.

ROBERT G. RANKIN, G. II. P.

On motion of Comp’n Paschall,

Resolved, That the report of the G. H. P. be received, and jiriuted with the Pro-

ceedings of this Convocation; and also, that it be referred to a Special Committee

for the disposal of its several subjects.

Committee—Comp’ns Myers, Paschall and Moore.
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The D. G. H. P. submitted his report
;
which was, on motion,

received and referred to the Committee on Charters and Dis-

pensations.

M. E. Robert G. Rankin, Grand High Priest

Of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina.

M. E. Sir and Companions,

It becomes my duty to give you an account of my stewardship during

tlie present year.

Lincoln Chapter, No. 22, under charter, I started to work, which, I am pleased to *

state, is in a prosperous condition.

Upon proper application, I granted a Dispensation for a new Chapter at Zion,

HJontgomery County, and appointed Calvin W. Wooley, U. P., John H. Mont-

gomery, K., and Samuel H. Christian, S.

I also granted a Dispensation for a new Chapter at Germanton, Stokes County,

by the name of Germanton—Isaac S. Gibson, H. P., William W. Steadman, K., and

Don F. Dalton, Scribe—the application being 'in proper form.

Also, on similar application, I granted a Dispensation for a new Chapter at Ashe-

ville, Buncombe County, under the name of Asheville—Joshua Roberts, H. P., Isaac

McDunn, K., James M. Blair, S. The several applications accompany this report.

The fees have been remitted to you.

The two former I started to work, and I feel confident that their operations will be

creditable to Royal Arch Masonry. The Dispensation for Asheville Chapter being

granted within so short a time of this Convocation, I found it inconvenient to attend

in person to start it to work.

Application will be made at this Convocation for Charters from Germanton and

Montgomery Chapters. Application will not be made at this Grand Convocation

by Asheville Chapter for a Charter. I would therefore recommend a continuation

of its Dispensation until the next Grand Convocation.

A few weeks since I paid an official visit to Chorazin Chapter, No. 13, Greens-

borough, and am pleased to report that it is in a truly prosperous condition.

Respectfully submitted.

E. MYERS, D. G. H. P.

On motion of Comp’n Moore,

Resolved, That the election of officers for the ensuing year take place this evening,

at 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter called off till this afternoon, at 4 o’clock.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, G. Sec'y.
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 4 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers and Members as this morning.

The Committee on Unfinished Business made the following

report, which, on motion, was received and adopted

:

The Committee on Unfinished Business beg leave to report, that the subject of a

Representative Fund, and Appropriation to Masonic College ;
Resolution in reference

to Phoenix Chapter, No. 2, and Lectures and Charges for Installation of Grand

Officers, are the only items of unfinished business of the last Convocation.

Respectfully submitted.

JAS. H. CHERRY,
L. R. LOFTIN,
EDWD. J. LUTTERLOH,

Committee

On motion of Comp’n Martin,

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to consider the subject of the

Representative Fund, referred by the General Grand Chapter to its Subordinates,

and report to-morrow morning.

Committee—A. Martin, J. H. Moore and P. W. Fanning.

On motion of Comp’n T. W. Brown,

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter appropriate one hundred dollars for the estat>-

lishment of a Masonic College in North Carolina.

The resolution of the last Convocation relative to Phoenix

Chapter, No. 2, was taken up, when, after an explanation by the

Delegate from said Chapter, Comp’n Martin offered the follow-

ing resolution, which was unanimously adopted

:

Resolved, That in consideration of the difficulties under which Phoenix Chapter

has labored for several years past, as represented by her Delegate to this Convoca-

tion, and their consequent inability to pay the arrearages due this Grand Chapter,

that said Chapter be encouraged to make additional efforts to regain the high posi-

tion she once occupied among her sister Chapters, by permitting her to retain her

Charter on condition of the payment of the arrearages for the last two years.

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations, through

Comp’n A. Martin, made the following report, which was on

motion received and adopted :

2
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To the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations beg leave to report;

That they have examined the Proceedings and By-Laws of Montgomery Chapter,

at Zion, Montgomery County, and Germanton Chapter, Germanton, Stokes County,

working under dispensation, and find them in proper form, and recommend that

Charters be granted.

Montgomery Chapter has omitted to return its Dispensation, but will no doubt do

so in a short time. We therefore recommend that a Charter be ordered to issue to

that Chapter, and that the Delegates from the above Chapters be now admitted to

seats in this Grand Chapter, as the Legal Representatives of said Chapters.

Respectfully,

A. MARTIN,
A. M. CAMPBELL,
Z. M. PASCHALL,

Committee.

The Committee on Credentials, through Comp’n Moore, made
a further report

:

The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report further the names of Comp’ns
Calvin H. Wooley, H. P., and S. H. Christian, S., of Montgomery Chapter, as Legal

Representatives.

J. H. MOORE,
P. CUSTIS,

Committee.

The Committee on M. E. G. H. P.’s Address made the follow-

ing report, which was received and adopted :

The Committee to whom was referred the Address of the M. E. G. H. Priest, beg

leave to suggest that so much of the Address as refers to the order of High Priest-

hood be referred to a Special Committee.

E. MYERS,
Z. M. PASCHALL,
J. H. MOORE,

Committee.

Special Committee—W. G. Thomas, A. Martin and P. W.
Fanning.

The Committee on the D. G. H. Priest’s Address, through

Comp’n A. Martin, made the following report, which was on

motion received and adopted :

Your Committee, to whom was referred the Report of the Deputy Grand High

Priest, beg leave to say, that they find the same in proper form, and approve fully of
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all the proceedings of that Officer, as reported by him, and recommend its adoption,

together with the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due, and are hereby tendered

to our Deputy Grand High Priest for the zeal and ability displayed by him in the

discharge of the duties of his Office for the past year.

Respectfully,

A. MARTIN,
A. M. CAMPBELL,
Z. M. PASCHALL,

Committee.

" The Grand Lecturer submitted his Report, which was on mo-

tion received, and ordered to be spread on the Minutes.

To M. E. Robt. G. RANKitf, Grand High Priest

Of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina.

M. E. Sir and Companions,

Having been honored with the appointment of Grand Lecturer for the

State, at the lapt Annual Communication of this Grand Chapter, it was my intention

to go vigorously into the work pertaining to the appointment; but circumstances

over which I could not well exercise any control, prevented me in part from carry-

ing out that intention; and not receiving any intimation from the Chapters of the

State that my services were necessary, I have to report to you that I have done

nothing.

I am fully convinced that a General Lecturer for the Chapters in the State might

be of benefit in bringing about a uniformity of work ; but at the same time I think

it would be difficult to procure such Lecturer while his operations are confined to

the Chapters only. Could the office of Grand Lecturer for both Chapters and

Lodges be filled by the same person, it would occupy all his time, and make it worth

while for him to give it his whole attention; but so long as a Lecturer has the work
of the Chapters alone to perform—few in number and scattered as they are over the

State—he could not be remunerated for the requisite labor of visiting and instructing

them, without laying on them unreasonable burdens.

Fraternally,

JAMES H. MOORE, G. L.

The Grand Chapter called off till 8 o’clock, P. M.

H. P. RUSSELL, G, S.
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TUESDAY EVENING, June 7, 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Officers and Members present as this afternoon.

Visitors—Companions T. F. Robeson, J. H. Allen, M. Cronly,

Robert Strange, Jr., J. Lyon, E. V. Kelly, J. H. Flanner,

Drury, Jos. Green, I. Northrop, P. D. G. H. P., and T. Burr, Jr.

Comp’n Rankin appointed Comp’n R. Strange, Jr. his proxy

as H. P. of Concord Chapter, No. 1.

The first unfinished business being the Election of Officers

for the ensuing year, the G. H. P. appointed Comp’ns Lutter-

loh, Campbell and Wooley as Tellers to superintend the Election,

which resulted as follows :

Robert G. Rankin,

Ezekiel Myers,

Z. M. Paschal],

A. H. Caldwell,

Thomas W. Brown,

Henry P. Russell,

Peter Custls,

Wilmington,

Salisbury,

Oxford,

Salisbury,

Wilmington,

Newborn,

G. H. P.

D. G. H. P.

G. K.

G. S.

G. Treas’r.

G. Sec’y.

G. Marshal.

Comp’n Paschall was granted leave of absence, and appointed

Comp’n T. W. Brown proxy.

Grand Chapter called off till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

H. P. RUSSELL, G. Sec'y.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, June 8, 10 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

M. E. R. G. Rankin, - G. H. P.

“ “ E. Myers, - - D. G. H. P.

“ J. W. Albertson, - - G. K. p. t.

“ W. G. Thomas, - - G. S.

Peter Custis, - - G. M. p. t.

A. M. Campbell, - - G. P. S. p. t.

J. H. Cherry, - - G. R. A. C. p. t.

E. J. Lutterloh, - - G. M. 3d V. p. t.

C. W. Wooley, - - G. M. 2d V. p. t.

J. H. Christian, - - G. M. 1st V. p. t.

T. W. Brown, - - G. Treas’r.

H. P. Russell, - - G. Sec’y.

H. W. Foy, - - G. Tyler.

P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P.
;

J. H. Moore, G. Lecturer

A. Martin, P. G. H. P.

Visitors—Comp’ns W. E. Freeman, Joel Loftin, J. E. Metis

T. Burr, Jr. and W. W. Harriss.

Refresentatives from Sub. Chapters.

Concord, No. 1, R. Strange, Jr., P. for H. P.

E. J. Lutterloh, S.

Phcenix, No. 2, A. M. Campbell, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Temple, No. 6, J. H. Cherrry, P. for H. P.

Eureka, No. 7, Peter Custis, H. P.

Oxford, No. 8, T. W. Brown, Proxy.

Warrenton, No. 9, J. H. Moore, Delegate.

Chorazin, No. 13, E. J. Lutterloh, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Cherokee, No. 14, J. W. Albertson, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Keystone, No. 19, - - P. W. Fanning, Proxy.

Salisbury, No. 20, A. H. Campbell, H. P., and P. for S.

Lincoln, No. 22, - - E. Myers, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Montgomery, No. 23, C. W. Wooley, H. P.

S. H. Christian, S.

The morning was consumed in exemplifying the work.
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On motion of Comp’n Moore,

Resolved, That the Installation of Officers take place this afternoon, at 4 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter called off till 3 o’clock, P. M.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, G. Seo'y.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, June 8, 3 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers and Members as this morning.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, through Comp’n
Albertson, made the following report

:

To the G. Chapter of the State of North Carolina.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, appointed by your Body,

have had before them the Proceedings of the following Sister Grand Chapters, viz

:

Maine, R. Island, Connecticut, Vermont, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon-

sin, Maryland, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida and Georgia.

Your Committee having before them such a mass of materials as above enume-

rated, from which to make their report, have utterly despaired of presenting any

report at all satisfactory, as to perform that work would require at least several

weeks.

Your Committee, therefore, under these circumstances, ask to be discharged, or

have the time for making their report extended to the next Grand Convocation.

JONA. W. ALBERTSON,
ROBERT STRANGE, Jr.

JAMES H. MOORE,
Committee.

On motion of Comp’n Custis, the Committee were allowed

until the next Annual Convocation to make a full report, and

the G. Secretary was instructed to hand all papers and pro-

ceedings, received by him during the recess, to the Committee.

The Committee appointed at the last Convocation to prepare

a set of Lectures and Charges appropriate for the Ceremonies

of Installation, made a report, which was received and adopted.

(See “Ceremonies,” hereto appended.)

The Grand Chapter then proceeded to the Installation of

Officers

—

M. E. P. G. H. Priest, A. Martin, presiding.
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Comp’ns Paschall, Caldwell and Hines being absent, were in

stalled by proxy.

The M. E. G. H. P. made the following appointments :

Comp’n A. M. Campbell, Fayetteville, G. P. S.

W. H. Hines, Edgecombe, G. R. A. C.
U Jonathan W. Albertson, Hertford, G. M. 3d V.

Luther R. Loftin, Duplin, G. M. 2d V.
u C. W. Wooley, Montgomery, G. M. 1st V.
it Rufus T. Heflin, Chatham, G. Chaplain.
a Hiram W. Foy, Wilmington, G. Tyler.

J. H. Moore, Warrenton, G. Lecturer.

Committee on Finance—Comp’ns P. W. Fanning, Alfred Mar-

lin and Thos. W. Brown.

The Committee on Finance, through Comp’n Brown, made
the following report, which was on motion received and adopted :

The Committee of Finance have examined the Books of the Grand Secretary

and Treasurer, and find them correct and in proper form.

Agreeably to the annexed statement, the balance in the hands of the

Grand Treasurer last year was ...
Four Dispensations, .....
Dues from Subordinate Chapters, ...
Interest on note of $ 200, ....
Disbursements on proper vouchers.

364 03

360 00

300 00

12 00

1036 03

197 20

838 83
In addition to this there are two notes drawing interest, one for $ 200,

and one for $400, with 1 year’s interest due, making in all on $ 400, 624 00

$1462 83

The following Chapters are in arrears

:

Roanoke Chapter, No. 4, r - - 15 00

Gaston No. 18, - - - 45 00

Cyrus a No. 21, - - - 15 00

Ararat u No. 3, - - - 15 00

$90 00

It appears that Concord Chapter, No. 1, is in advance of its dues $15.

THOS. W. BROWN,
A. MARTIN,
P. W. FANNING,

Committee.
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The Special Committee appointed on that portion of the M.
E. G. H. P.’s Address, relating to the degree of High Priest-

hood, through Comp’n A. Martin, made the following report,

which, on motion, was received and adopted:

Your Committee, to whom was referred so much of the Report of the Grand High
Priest as refers to the order of High Priest, beg leave to report, that having duly

considered the subject, we concur in the views of the Grand High Priest. The de-

gree of High Priest is evidently not a constitutional one; and the most that can be

said in regard to the necessity of it is, that in most of the modern Charts and Moni-
tors of this country it is recommended as a degree that should be in the possession of

the Presiding Officer of every Royal Arch Chapter. Now, if we admit that no

one can be legally empowered to act as the High Priest of a Chapter until he has

received this degree, what would be the position of most of the Chapters through-

out the length and breadth of our land. There are hundreds of High Priests elect

that could not, by any reasonable effort or at any justifiable sacrifice of personal ex-

ertion and pecuniary interests, obtain this degree ; and if we admit that it is his duty x"

to make such sacrifices, is there any authority that can compel those to whom he may
apply, to assemble in convention for that purpose ; or, having assembled, is there any

means of compelling them to confer the degree sought by the applicant? We are

clearly of the opinion that there is no such authority. Notwithstanding the many
difficulties, however, that might, and in many instances do, attend the High Priest

elect in obtaining this degree, if it can be shown that it is part and parcel of Royal

Arch Masonry, according to the original system, we should insist upon the General

Grand Chapter taking it under constitutional authority, under some such regulation

as would facilitate the procuring of it by those who are entitled to it. As we do not

however look upon it as good Masonry, we are unwilling that the Institution should

be trammeled with it. The want of time precludes the possibility of our entering

fully into the discussion of this subject; and with these brief arguments, we beg to

submit the following resolution

:

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter does not consider it imperative upon a High
Priest elect to obtain the degree of High Priest before he is qualified to preside,

and that our Delegate to the General Grand Chapter be instructed to bring the mat-

ter to the attention of that Body for its discussion.

Comp’n Fanning dissented.

Respectfully,

A. MARTIN,
W. G. THOMAS,

Committee,
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The Committee on Returns and Proceedings of Subordinate

Chapters, through Comp’n Brown, made the following report,

which was on motion received and adopted :

The Committee on Proceedings and Returns beg leave to report, that they have

examined the several returns of the following Chapters, and find them correct

:

Temple Chapter, No. 6. Cherokee Chapter, No. 14.

Eureka “ No. 7. Union “ No. 17.

Oxford “ No. 8. Keystone « No. 19.

Raleigh “ No. 10. Salisbury “ No. 20.

Lafayette “ No. 11. Lincoln “ No. 22.

Conoho “ No. 12. Phcenix “ No. 2.

Chorazin “ No. 13.

Your Committee regret to say that there have been no returns made from the fol-

lowing Chapters ; and although the Committee appointed at the last Convocation of

this Grand Chapter, expressed themselves warmly on this subject, the delinquency

is greater this year than the last.

The following are the Chapters that have made no returns

:

Mt. Ararat, No. 3. Concord, No. 1.

Roanoke, No. 4. Cyrus, No. 21.

Concord, No. 5. Gaston, No. 18.

Warrenton, No. 9.

Respectfully submitted.

THOS. W. BROWN,
PETER CUSTIS,
A. H. CALDWELL,

Committee,

On motion.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due and are hereby tendered

to St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, and Concord Chapter, No. 1, for the use of their Hall

and for the friendly manner in which they have entertained us during the present

Grand Convocation.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the “ Re-

presentative Fund,” proposed by the General Grand Chapter,

through Comp’n Martin, made the following report, which on

motion was received and adopted :

The Committee on the subject of a Representative Fund beg leave to make the

following report

;

We have given the matter some consideration, and after balancing the reasons

urged for and against the proposed measure, are of opinion that this Grand Chapter

ought not, at least for the present, to accede to the proposition.

3
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One reason among others that have operated on our minds to bring about this con-

clusion, is, that in the Constitution of tlie General Grand Chapter there is no restric-

tion to the number of proxies that may be held by one officer of that body; conse-

quently, one officer may hold an indefinite number of proxies, draw the mileage and

per diem allowance of each, and thus the fund be diverted from the purpose in-

tended.

We might adduce other reasons for the course we recommend, but forbear at this

time doing so, preferring what we think would be a better course, to leave it for

the future action of this Body, when there may be more light presented on the sub-

ject.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Comp’n A. M. Campbell was granted leave of absence, and

appointed Comp’n T. Burr, Jr. his proxy.

The Grand Chapter called off till to-morrow evening, 8 o’clock.

A. MARTIN, Chairman.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, G. Sec'y.

THURSDAY EVENING, June 9, 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

M. E. R. G. Rankin,

“ P. W. Fanning,

“ A. H. Caldwell,

Peter Custis,

J. H. Moore,

J. H. Cherry,

J. W. Albertson,

J. Lyon,

M. Mclnnis,

T. W. Brown,

H. P. Russell,

H. W. Foy,

“ A. Martin,

G. H. P.

P. G. H. P.

G. K. p. t.

G. S.

G. M.

G. P. S. p. t.

G. R. A. C. p. t.

G. M. 3d V.

G. M. 2d V. p. t.

G. M. 1st V. p. t.

G. Treas’r.

G. Sec’ry.

G. Tyler.

Visitor—D. Teller.
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Representatives of Subordinate Chapters.

Phcenix, No. 2, - T. Burr, Jr., Proxy.

Temple, No. 6, • J. H. Cherry, Proxy for K.

Eureka, No. 7, Peter Custis, H. P.

Oxford, No. 8, T. W. Brown, Proxy.

Warrenton, No. 9, J. H. Moore, Delegate.

Cherokee, No. 14, J. W. Albertson, Proxy.

Keystone, No. 19, P. W. Fanning, Proxy.

Salisbury, No. 20, A. H. Caldwell, H. P., and P. for S.

Lincoln, No, 22, E. Myers, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Comp’n J. H. Moore offered the following resolution, which,

on motion of Comp’n T. Burr, Jr., was postponed till the next

Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter:

Resolved, That the Subordinate Chapters, under the Jurisdiction of this Grand

Chapter, be and they are hereby required to use Moore’s Masonic Trestle Board in

their Work.

On motion of Comp’n Myers,

Resolved, That 300 copies of the Proceedings of this Grand Convocation be

printed, and the expense thereof be paid out of the funds of this G. C.

On motion of Comp’n Moore,

Resolved, That the Dispensation granted Asheville Chapter be continued until our

next Annual Convocation.

On motion of Comp’n Myers,

Resolved, That $ 30 be paid out of the funds of this Grand Chapter to the Grand
Treasurer, and $ 50 to the G. Secretary, and also $15 to the Grand Tyler, for their

services during the present Convocation.

On motion of Comp’n Burr,

Resolved, That the M. E. G. H. Priest be instructed to procure an act of incorpo-

ration for this Grand Chapter as soon as practicable.

No further business appearing, the Grand Chapter closed in

“ solemn form,” to meet again on the first Monday in June A. L.

5854, A. I. 2384, A. D. 1854.

HENRY P. RUSSELL,
Grand Secretary.
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WILMINGTON, N. C.

June 8, 1853.

A Convention of High Priests assembled in St. John’s Hall.

PRESENT.

M. E. Alfred Martin, President.

“ “ P. W. Fanning, M. of C.
“ “ Robert G. Rankin, Conductor.
“ “ E. Myers, Recorder.
“ “ L. R. Loftin.

Ex Companion Peter Custis, High Priest elect of Eureka

Chapter, No. 7, Ex Companion Jonathan W. Albertson, High

Priest elect of Cherokee Chapter, No. 14, and Ex Companion

Calvin W. Wooley, High Priest elect of Montgomery Chapter,

No.
,
presented certificates of their election as High Priests

of their respective Chapters, and were consecrated High Priests

of the Order of Melchisedek, in solemn form.

. E. MYERS, Recorder.
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A LIST OF HIGH PRIESTS

IN THE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Jas. F. McRee, Wilmington. M. E. J. S. Pender, Tarborougk.

Alex. McRae, Do. “ W. G. Thomas, Do.

P. W. Fanning, Do. “ Lewis Bond, Do.

Alfred Martin, Do. “ W. W. Daniel, Halifax.

Isaac Northrop, Do. “ C. N. Webb, Do.

D. McMillan, Do. “ Z. M. Paschall, Oxford.

R. G. Rankin, Do. " Wm. Burge, Warrenton.

Wm. G. HiU, Raleigh. “ A. P. Yancey, Murfreesborough .

E. B. Freeman, Do. “ F. M. Capehart, Do.

John W. Cosby, Do. “ A. T. Jerkins, Newbern.

E. Myers, Salisbury. “ T. B. Nicholls, Plymouth.

A. H. Caldwell, Do. " Jos. M. Cox, Hertford.

C. H. Jordan, Roxborough. “ P. P. Clements, Hamilton.

Robert Strange, Fayetteville. “ Wm. Slade, Do.

John McRae, Do. “ Pride Jones, Hillsborough.

E. L. Winslow, Do. “ Jos. K. Bird, Windsor.

L. R. Loftin, Duplin. “ Kater Biggs, Do.

Eli W. Hines, Do.

The above List comprises all the High Priests, as far as can be at this time ascer-

tained. Should there be any omissions, the Grand Secretary would be pleased to

receive notice, to enable him to make a complete Register.



22

Grand R. A. Chapter of North Carolina,

In account with T. W. Brown, Grand Treasurer.

1852.

June 10, To Advertising in Warrenton News,
11, Appropriation for Grand Secretary,

Freight by Express,

Wilkinson & Esler’s bill.

Advertising in Hillsborough Recorder,
Wilmington Herald, for Printing,

Comp’n Stevenson, Grand Lecturer,

H. W. Foy,
Appropriation for Grand Treasurer,
Commercial, for Advertising,

Amount to balance.

2 00
50 00
1 95
6 00
2 00
54 75
36 00
12 00
30 00
2 50

838 83

$1036 06

1853.

June 10, By Balance in Treasury at this time.

By Dues received from Mt. Ararat,

6,
“ “ “ Chorazin Chapter, No. 13,
“ “ “ Concord “ No. 5,
“ “ “ Conoho “ No. 12,

Dispensation for Lebanon Chapter,

Do. for Germanton Chapter,

By Dues received from Keystone Chapter, No. 19,

Union “ No. 17,
.1 u it Ureka “ No. 7, 15 00
il it ti Temple “ No. 6, 15 00
it it ft Lafayette “ No. 11, 15 00
ti it ft Raleigh " No. 10, 15 00
it it it Oxford “ No. 8, 15 00
it it tt Gaston “ No. 18, 15 00
it it tt Salisbury “ No. 20, 15 00
ti tt ti Chorazin “ No. 13, 15 00
it i^t tt Lincoln " No. 22, 15 00
/It it ti Cherokee “ No, 14, 15 00
tt ti it Concord “ No. 1, 15 00

Dispensation for Montgomery,
No. 9,

90 00

Dues received from Warrenton Chapter, 15 00

Dispensation for Asheville,

No. 2,

90 00

Amount from Phoenix Chapter, 30 00

Interest on Northrop’s note. 12 00

$1036 06

Balance brought down. - - $838 83

364 03
15 00
15 00
15 00
15 00
90 00
90 00
15 00
15 00



Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina,
\

In account with Henry P. Russell, Grand Secretary,

1852.

June 9, By dues from Mt. Ararat Chapter, No. 3, - - 15 00
22,

“ “ Chorazin “ No. 13, - - 15 00
“ “ Concord “ No. 5, - - 15 00

1853.

May 30, By dues from Conoho “ No. 12, - - 15 00
31, “ dispensation Montgomery Chapter, * - 90 00

June 4,
“ “ Germanton “ - - 90 00

6, By dues from the following Chapters; Keystone, No. 19;
Union, No. 17; Eureka, No. 7; Temple, No. 6; War-
renton. No. 9; Lafayette, No. 11; Raleigh, No. 10; Gas-
ton, No. 18; Oxford, No. 8; Salisbury, No. 20; Chorazin,
No. 13; Lincoln, No. 22; Cherokee, No. 14; Concord,

.

No. 1, - - - - - 210 00
Dispensation from Mt. Lebanon Chapter, - - 90 00

Do. Asheyille “ - - 90 00
Dues from Phoenix “ No. 2, - - 30 00

$660 00

To amount paid T. W. Brown, Grand Treasurer, as per receipts, $ 660 00

HENRY P. RUSSELL,
Grand Secretary.

June 7th, 1853.

\
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N.

T.

Harriss,

A.

M.

Campbell.

J.

A.

R.

Darden.

C.

N.

Webb.

L.

C.

Pender,

P.

Henneberry,

Chas.

S.

Allen,

J.

T.

Littlejohn,

-

L.

C.

Graves.

W.

D.

Haywood,

D.

A.

Montgomery,

J.

J.

Anthony,

Edwin

Watson,

Edwin

Brace,

C,

D.

Hill,

B.

M.

Williams,

-

H.

B.

Short,

J.

D.

Ramsey,

No

returns.

D.

A.

Jenkins,

No

returns.

ti

U.

D.

High

Pbiest.

R.

G.

Rankin,

E.

L.

Winslow,

A.

P.

Yancy,

W.

W.

Daniel,

J.

S.

Pender,

Jas.

W.

Hoskins,

Peter

Custis,

Z.

M.

Paschall,

Wm.

Burge,

Wm.

G.

Hill,

Pride

Jones,

P.

P.

Clements,

C.

P.

Mendenhall,

J.

M.

Cox,

Jas.

W.

Blount,

C.

H.

Jordan,

Jos.

Ramsey,

A.

H.

Caldwell,

-

Jas.

A.

Caldwell,

Location.

Wilmington,

Fayetteville,

Murfreesborough,

Halifax,

Tarborough,

Windsor, Newbern,

-

Oxford,

Warrenton,

Raleigh,

Hillsborough,

Hamilton,

-

Greensborough,

Hertford,

Duplin,

Roxborough,

Plymouth,

Salisbury,

-

Milton,

Lincolnton,

Montgomery,

Stokes,

Buncombe,

Edgecombe,

No. T-irlT—

NAME.

Concord,

PhcEuix,

Mt.

Ararat,

Roanoke, Concord,
Temple, Eureka, Oxford,

Warrenton,

Raleigh,

Lafayette,

Conoho,

Chorazin, Cherokee,

Union,
Gaston,

Keystone,*

Salisbury,

-

Cyrus,
Lincoln,

Montgomery,
Germanton,

Asheville,

Mt.

Lebanon,

Admitted,

one.
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RETURN OF CHAPTERS
WORKING UNDER THE

Jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina,

CONCORD CHAPTER, No. I--WILMINGTON.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Robert G. Rankin, - H. P.

“ Isaac Northrop, - - K.
“ E. J. Lutterloh, - - S.

Comp. Richd. Morris, - - C. H.
“ Henry P. Russell, - - P. S.

“ M. Mclnnis, - - R. A. C.

“ D. Teller, - _ M. 3d Veil.

“ A. J. Howell, - - M. 2d “

“ T. C. Worth, - - M. 1st “

“ Jno. A. Taylor, - - Treasurer.

“ N. T. Harriss, - - Secretary.

“ H. W. Foy, - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P. Treat F. Peck,

A. Martin, P. G. H. P. Owen Fennell,

Alex. MacRae, Sr., P.H. P. Thos. J. Faison,

Isaac Northrop, P. H. P. W. W. Harriss,

Thomas Marshall, E. V. Kelly,

Thomas Cowan, Wm. Murphy,

L. H. Marsteller, C. McMillan,

D. McMillan, P. H. P. Alex. Lament,

Alex. MacRae, Jr. Alfred Smith,

4
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G. R. French, Wm. G. Jones,

T. F. Gause, Wm. Huntington,

Jno. Christian, Jacob Lyon,

Wra. Gloss, Wm. C. Howard,
Talcott Burr, Jr. T. F. Robeson,

Jno. Smith, Jno. Nutt,

E. Wolfe, Owen Holmes,

T. W. Brown, Jas. Burney,

D. E. Roberts, R. E. Troy,

Jno. D. Powers, J. A. Barnes,

Wm. C. Parks, W. E. Freeman,

Wm. A. Burr, H. Hirsh,

J. A. Silliman, Jno. Garwood,

J. B. Smith, J. E. Metts,

0. L. Fillyaw, C. F. Murphy,

S. H. Brown, P. D. Trawick,

T. D. Meares, J. H. Wright,

Jno. S. James, J. R. Redman,

J. Wilkinson, J. J. McDugald,

W. D. Smith, W. C. Wilkings,

S. Teller, J. H. Allen,

R. Maxwell, A. A. Brown,

J, R. Beaman, Geo. Harriss,

Cyrus Packard, J. H. Planner,

Joseph Green, M. C. Turrentine,

Jas. T. Miller, J. B. Price,

D. A. Lament, James Snow,

Robert Fenner, Sami. Langdon,

A. B. Chesnut, J. Mathis.

saltations ;
no rejections ; one withdrawal; one death

no expulsions ; no suspensions.
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PHOCENIX CHAPTER, No. II—FAYETTEVILLE

OFFICERS.

Comp. E. L. Winslow,

“ J. W. Sandford,

“ Joseph Arey,

“ C. E. Mclver,

“ A. M. Campbell,

“ T. WaddiU,
“ E. Glover,

“ S. G. Smith,

“ J. Blake,

“ J. B. Walton,

- - High Priest.

- - King.

- - Scribe.

- - C. H.
- - P. S.

- - G. M. 3d Veil.

- - » 2d “

- - “ 1st “

- - R. A. C.

- “ Janitor.

MEMBERS.

J. D. Williams,

W. Prior,

J. C. Moore,

Daniel Baker,

J. A. McLauchlin,

John McRae.

MT. ARARAT CHAPTER, No. Ill—MURFREESBOROUGH.

No Returns.

ROANOKE CHAPTER, No. IV—HALIFAX.

No Returns.
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CONCORD CHAPTER, No. V—TARBOROUGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Josiah S. Pender, -

“ Elisha Cromwell, -

“ Kenneth Thigpen, -

Comp. William S. Long, -

“ James Mehegen,
“ William S. Duggin,
“ William Harrell,

“ William Hines,

“ John Knight,

“ William Norfleet, -

“ Louis C. Pendei', -

“ Mayo Worsley,

- High Priest.

- King.

- Scribe.

- Captain of the Host.

- Principal Sojourner.

- Royal Arch Captain.

- Grand Master, 3d Veil.

“ “ 2d “

“ “ 1st “

- Treasurer.

- Secretary.

- Tyler.

MEMBERS.

Benjamin M. Jackson,

Daniel S. Crenshaw,

Benjamin Batts,

P. S. Sugg,

Henry Bryan,

Arthur S. Mooring,

Jesse H. Drake,

Westley Swift,

John F. Hughes,

John R. Mercer,

B. C. Watson,

Redden Daughtery,

Arthur Freeman,

Henry T. Clark,

William Andrews,

Lewis Bond,

R. H. Pender,

W. H. Smith,

John H. Drake,

John Mooring,

Andrew E. Gill,

William J. Armstrong,

Theodore C. Hearn,

James Nelson,

William F. Mercer,

John G. Williams,

L. S. Dunn.

No exaltations ;
no rejections ; one withdrawal

; one death ; no

expulsions; no suspensions.
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TEMPLE CHAPTER, No. VI—WINDSOR.

OFFICERS.

M. E. James W. Haskins,

“ Benjamin J. Spruill,

“ Robert H. Smith, -

Comp. Robert A. Parker, -

“ James H. Cherry, -

“ Geo. W. McGlauhon,
“ David Harrell,

“ B. B. Russell,

“ Noah H. Thompson,
“ Whitmel R. Swain,

“ Peter Henneberry,

High Ptiest.

King.

Scribe.

Capt. of Host.

Principal Sojourner.

R. A. Capt.

G. M. 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Treasurer.

Secretary.

MEMBERS.

Kader Biggs,

J. H. Bunch,

Augustus Holley,

Thos. W. Reddick,

Thos. H. Speller,

SamT B. Spinell,

P. H. Winston,

Etherton Wilson.

Two withdrawals.
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EUREKA CHAPTER, No. VII—NEWBERN.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Peter Custis,

“ George Green,

“ Matthew A. Outten,

Comp. Edward R. Stanley,

“ John D. Whitford,

“ John Harvey,

“ John D. Flanner, -

“ Luther R. Clark,

“ John A. Brookfield,

“ Edw’d F. Smallwood,
“ Charles S. Allen, -

“ T. Page Ricaud,

“ Wm. H. Jones,

High Priest.

King.
^

Scribe.

C. H.

P. S.

R. A. C.

G. M. 3d V.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Chaplain.

Tyler.

MEMBERS.

A. T. Jerkins,

Edw’d M. Montford,

Wm. C. Hunter,

Jacob Utley,

James Hayward,

Allen Blount,

William J. Pope,

Jesse Hart,

Francis Meritt,

Joseph Whitty,

David Marshall,

Thos. R. Wilson,

Wm. B. Wellons,

Edward R. Coward,

Oliver S. Dewey,

F. B. Harrison,

James A. May,

W. R. Frizzle,

A. J. Murill,

O. S. Griffin,

F. S. Humphry.

Eight exaltations ; one rejection ;
three withdrawals ; one death

;

one expulsion ; no suspensions.
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OXFORD CHAPTER, No. VIII—OXFORD.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Z. M. Paschall,

E. T. O. McClanahan,
“ Jas. T. Littlejohn,

Comp. L. C. Taylor,

“ Wm. A. Philpott, -

“ A. F. Spencer,
“ Thos. H. Rainey, -

“ L. Latham,
“ W. Bareford,

“ Jas. T. Littlejohn, -

“ R. W. Lassiter,

“ R. J. Devin,

“ William Daws,

H. P.

K.

S.

C. H.

P. S.

R. A. C.

G. M. 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Chaplain.

Tyler.

MEMBERS.

James E. Allen,

Leonard H. Bullock,

John D. Bullock,

R. J. Devin,

William Daws,

Wm. T. Ezell,

John B. Green,

Edward H. Hicks,

Taze’ll L. Hargrove,

Lyman Latham,

Robert W. Lassiter,

Jas. T. Littlejohn,

T. O. McClanahan,

Thomas Miller,

Zebulon M. Paschall,

Dan’l A. Paschall,

Lunsford A. Paschall,

Wm. A. Philpott,

Arch’d Taylor,

George Wortham,

Sam’l F. Venable,

Thos. H. Rainey,

Alex’r F. Spencer,

James H. Strum,

Richard P. Taylor,

Leonidas C. Taylor,

David S. Wilkerson.

Five exaltations ;
no withdrawals

; no rejections
; no expulsions

no suspensions
; one death.
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WARRENTON CHAPTER, No. IX—WARRENTON.

No Returns.

RALEIGH CHAPTER, No. X—RALEIGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. William G. Hill, - -

“ Charles H. Johnson, -

“ Dabney Cosby, - -

Comp. John R. Harrison, - -

“ William J. Clark, - -

“ James T. Marriott,

“ Albert Johnson, - -

» William H. High, - -

“ James M. Harris, - -

“ Wm. Dallas Haywood,
“ Joseph J. Biggs, - -

“ James S. Terrell, - -

High Priest.

King.

Scribe.

Captain of the Host.

Principal Sojourner.

Royal Arch Capt.

G. M. 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Tyler.

MEMBERS.

James G. Jeffreys,

Willie W. Johnson,

Alston A. Jones,

Wm. F. Collins,
,

Willie D. Jones,

Thomas Young,

Thos. J. Utley,

Joseph Weltering,

Eldridge Smith,

Ed. Yarbrough, sen.

Rob’t W. Seawell,

Dan’l B. Griffin,

William T. Bain,

C. D. Hutchings,

James D. Newsom,

Joseph D. Powell,

Jefferson M. Lovejoy,

John I^ane,

Rufus T. Heflin,

John O. Jeffreys,

Calvin J. Rogers,

John W. Cosby,

James S. Terrell,

J. Dorsey Beavers.

No exaltations
;
no rejections ;

one withdrawal ; no deaths ; no

expulsions ; no suspensions.
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LAFAYETTE CHAPTER, No. XI—HILLSBOROUGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Pride Jones, - -

“ H. K. Nash, - -

“ William Nelson, - -

Comp. D. D. Phillips, - -

“ Thomas Webb, - -

“ George Laws, - -

“ S. D. Schoolfield, - -

“ J. C. Turner, - -

“ J. M. Palmer, - -

“ J. Allison, - -

“ D. A. Montgomery,
“ A. C. Murdock, - -

H. P.

King.

Scribe.

Capt. Host.

Principal Sojourner.

R. A. Captain.

G. M. 3d Veil,

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Tyler.

MEMBERS.

Thomas Howerton,

Alex’r Dickson,

John D. Wilbon,

Wm. F. Bason,

John Q. Anderson,

Gaston D. Cobb,

Wm. McCown,

John F. Lyon,

Antonio Di Martino,

John C. Douglass,

Wm. Dickson,

B. L. Durham,

Samuel P. Moore,

John J. Allison.

Three exaltations
; no rejections

;
no withdrawals

; no deaths

no expulsions ; no suspensions.

5
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CONOHO CHAPTER, No. XII—HAMILTON.

OFFICERS.

M. E. P. P. Clements,

“ P. W. Yarrell,

“ H. Budike,

Comp. R. E. Weathersbee,

“ T. L. Liddon,

“ T. C. Davis,

“ T. W. Ward,
“ W. H. Clements,

“ J. D. Latham,
“ J. J. Anthony,

“ J. B. Whitaker,

“ Jos. Waldo,

- H. P.

- K.
- S.

- C. H.
- P. S.

- R. A. C.

- G. M. 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

- Secretary.

- Treasurer.

- Tyler.

MEMBERS.

W. W. Sherrod,

H. S. Williams,

W. T. Hyman,
F. J. Horul,

S. J. Williams,

George Hobbs,

W. T. Weathersbee,

W. Harlow,

J. M. Matthews,

C. C. Hines,

S. M. Smithwick,

G. L. Moore,

L. T. Johnson,

Jos. E. Short,

William Beasley.

Two exaltations ; no rejections ; one withdrawal ; one death

;

one expulsion ; no suspensions.
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CHORAZIN CHAPTER, No. XIII--GREENSBOROUGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. -Cyrus P. Mendenhall, H. Priest.

“ John L. Cole, - - Scribe.

“ William Gott, - - King.

Comp. Robert W. Denny, C. of Host.

“ Joab Hiatt, - - P. Sojourner.

“ Robert Mitchell, - - R. A. Captain.

“ J. W. Howlet, - - G. M. 3d Veil.

“ J. D. Donnell, - - “ 2d “

“ J. B. Hoskins, - - “ 1st “

“ J. A. Houston, - - Treasurer.

“ Edwin Watson, - - Secretary.

“ Harrison J. Warren, - Janitor.

MEMBERS.

John M. Logan, Dempsey Brown,

Ralph Gorrell, Sam’l W. McKnight,

Jed. H. Lindsay, Eli F. Watson,

Wm. H. Cumming, John 0. Holt,

Peter Adams, A. H. Boyd,
John A. Foulkes, J. P. Simpson,

Peter Thurston, E. O. Macy,
Orestes Smallwood, D. N. Sherwood,

John Hiatt, John Kerr,

A. S. Andrews, W. W. Stedman,

Daniel McKnight, Isaac S. Gibson,

Jos. A. Weatherly, John W. Gibson,

B. Craven, M. R. Banner,

James M. Millis, Beverley Jones,

Wm. H. Reese, Geo. G. Walker,
Don F. Dalton, R. N. McCulloch,
J. B. Kingsbury, Albert T. Gorrell,

W. J. McEiroy, Wm. R. Unthank,
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L. R. Gibson,

N. M. Gardner,

S. G. Coffin,

Johannes Kuhl,

J. C. Lamb,
John Eadey,

Haley Brown,

Joseph Sears,

J. F. Howlet,

Thos. C. Albright,

R. F. Armfield,

Wm. P. Watlington,

John A. Graves,

William Anderson.

Eighteen exaltations
;
no rejections ; nine withdrawals ; two

deaths
; no expulsions ; no suspensions.

CHEROKEE CHAPTER, No. XIV—HERTFORD.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Jos. M. Cox,

“ James V. Reed,

“ Willis H. Bagley, -

Comp. George H. Freer, -

“ Jos. G. Granbery, -

“ Jon’n W. Albertson,

“ Dempsey Barclifft,

“ Josiah H. White,

“ M. D. Hathway,
“ Edwin Brace,

“ M. O. Jordon,

“ John G. Berry,

H. P.

King.

Scribe.

C. H.

P. S.

R. A. C.

G. M. 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Tyler.

MEMBERS.

J. M. Edmonson, Richard Felton,

R. K. Speed, Malachi S. Bonshell,

Thos. Palmer, William Small,

Rob’t C. Jenkins, Samuel Sutton.

Darius White,

Four exaltations ;
one rejection ;

no withdrawals ; no deaths ; no

expulsions ; no suspensions.
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UNION CHAPTER, No. XVII—DUPLIN.

OFFICERS.

M. E. James W. Blount, - - High Priest.

“ L. R. Loftin, - - King.

“ Samuel Loftin, - - Scribe.

Comp. Joel Loftin, - - Capt. of Host.

“ Dan’l Bowden, - - Principal Sojourner

“ F. B. Millard, - - R. A. Captain.

“ James Winders, - - G. M. 3d Veil.

“ David Wright, - - “ 2d “

“ Thomas Wright, - - “ 1st “

“ Jas. G. Dickson, - - Treasurer.

“ C. D. Hill, - - Secretary.

“ D. B. Newton, - - Steward.

MEMBERS.

B. C. Bowden, Hanson F. Murphy,

Buckner Bowden, W. H. G. Sykes,

Oates S. Lewis, Everett Peterson,

Wm. F. Pollock, H. W. Faison,

Geo. W. Wallace, Richard L. Wooten,

Alfred Guy, John E. Breeton,

James McDuffie, H. H. Hodges.

A. R. Hicks, L. W. Humphreys,

Henry Swinson, William J. Hill,

Jesse J. Baker, James R. Hurst,

Joseph R. Hatch, D. A. Kornegay,

Louis F. Carr, Isaac W. Millard,

E. W. Fonville, William Cooper,

E. L. Powell, Henry Grimes.

Joseph J. Ward,

Seven exaltations; three withdrawals; no deaths; no expul-

sions ; no suspensions.
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GASTON CHAPTER, No. XVIII—ROXBOROUGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E.
((

ii

Comp.
((

it

H

u

it

C. H. Jordan, - - H. P.

John Barnett,

Wm. O. Boler,

J. P. Moore,

E. G. Reide,

William R. Webb,

C. Hamblin,

H. Nelson,

C. H. Bradsher,

Jones Drumright, -

B. M. Williams,

Jos. Woods,

- K.
- S.

- C.H.
- P. S.

- R. A. C.

- G. M. 3d Veil.

“2d “

“ 1st “

- Treasurer.

- Secretary.

- Tyler.

Comp. L. E. Edwards.

No exaltations ; no rejections ; no withdrawals ; no deaths

;

no suspensions.

Note.—Owing to unavoidable circumstances, the Convocations of the Chapter

have been few during the past two years.



KEYSTONE CHAPTER, No. XIX—PLYMOUTH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Joseph Ramsey,
“ John McC. Boyle, -

“ Joseph A. Spruill, -

Comp. Henry A. Gilliam, -

“ William Bagley,

“ Isaac Kelly,

“ Franklin F. Fagan, -

“ Enoch Jones,

“ John F. Phelps,

“ Thomas B. Nicholls,

“ Henry B. Short,

“ Silas Murry,

H. P.

K.

S.

C. H.

P. S.

R. A. C.

G. M. 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

“ 1st “

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Tyler.

MEMBERS.

Thomas E. Pender,

James Magee,

Warren W. Ward,

Edwin H. White,

John Brown,

Edgar Hanks,

Joel W. Tucker,

Wm. H. Bobbitt,

James W. Sikes,

William W. Ward,

Thomas P. White,

George W. Pierce,

Alfred Winchel,

L. S. Berkhead,

Charles G. Phelps,

Hezekiah Owens,

J. J. Lansdale,

John Simmons.

Five exaltations; one admission; one' withdrawal; one death

one expulsion ; no suspensions.
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SALISBURY CHAPTER, No. XX—SALISBURY.

OFFICERS.

M. E. A. H. Caldwell,

“ J. F. Chambers,
“ C. L. Partee,

Comp. D. A. Davis,

“ L. Blackmer,
“ M. Richwine,

“ J. G. Ramsey,
“ H. R. Austin,

“ A. A. Harben,
“ J. D. Ramsey,
“ J. M. Coffin,

“ O. Woodson,

- - H. P.

- - K.
- - S.

- - C. H.
» - P. S.

- - R. A. C.

- - G. M. SdVeil.

- - “2d “

- - “ 1st “

- - Secretary.

- - Treasurer.

- - Janitor.

MEMBERS.

Ezekiel Myers,

Daniel Coleman,

Joseph A. Worth,

H. C. Simonton,

D. W. Honeycutt,

James Pasco,

Thales McDonald,

John J. Shaver,

A. D. Montgomery,

Robert Burns,

A. M. Booe,

Braxton Bailey,

Thomas Trotter,

William Hunter,

Jehu Hanks,

David D. Salmon,

G. W. Johnston,

Samuel Taylor,

Purcel Thompson,

John W. Ellis,

George Riley,

Alex. Springs,

Baxter Clegg,

T. J. Bryan,

F. M. Ross,

Turner Pinckston,

N. P. Alsabrook,

Archibald Honeycutt,

Robert S. Young,

George W. Ferabee,

James Morphus,

Clarkson Coffin,

Samuel Rose,

John G. Bynum,
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Charles Lippard,

John Kelley,

James A. Johnston.

John Taylor,

J. B. Jones,

Myer Myers,

Hand James,

Two exaltations
;
no rejections

;
eleven withdrawals

;
no deaths

no expulsions
;
no suspensions.

LINCOLN CHAPTER, No. XXII—LINCOLNTON.

OFFICERS.

M. E. James A. Caldwell,

“ Elisha S. Barrett, -

“ James T. Alexander,

Comp. A. W. Burton,

“ L. P. Henderson, -

“ M. L. Phefer,

“ Will. Sloan,

“ B, F. Briggs,

“ Jacob Q. Carpenter,

“ D. A. Jenkins,

“ Z. A. Moss,

“ J. A. Detton,

High Priest.

King.

Scribe.

C.H.
P. S.

R. A. C.

M. 3d Veil.

“ 2d “

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Janitor.

MEMBERS.

Geo. Masteller, Jas. C. Smith,

Middleton King, H. W. Hudson,

A. J. Hause, A. Monroe Gillespie,

T. W. Bradburn, Jas. M. Blair,

Joshua Roberts, J. McDunn.

Eighteen exaltations ; no rejections
; no withdrawals ; one death

no expulsions
; no suspensions.

6
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Ponn of Returns for a Subordinate Chapter.

Return of Chapter, No. working under

jurisdiction of the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

Regular Meetings held on

OFFICERS.

MEMBERS. MEMBERS.

Exaltations. Rejections. Withdrawals. Deaths. Expulsions. Suspensions. Total No.
of Members.

Form of Proxy for the High Priest, King or Scribe of a

Subordinate Chapter.

I, A B, (High Priest, King or Scribe,) of

Chapter, No. constitute Companion C D my proxy to represent me at

the next Convocation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of

North Carolina, to be held in Wilmington, on the day of

in the year of A. I. 238 A. D. 185

Witness my hand and seal this day of A. D. 185

^ SEAL.^
<Xx><><><>
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CEREMONIES
Compiled and arranged by the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

of North Carolina, for the Installation of its Officers.

The Grand Chapter being opened, some Past Grand High

Priest is selected to preside during the Ceremonies of Installa-

tion.

The Offices are filled pro tempore, except that the Past Grand

Officers not re-elected may retain their Offices.

The Officers elect, having signified their acceptance of the

respective Offices to which they have been elected, are then duly

qualified; after which, the Deputy Grand Marshal presents the

Grand High Priest elect, and says:

Most Excellent Grand High Priest,

I present you, for Installation, my Most Excellent

and Worthy Companion, who has been duly elected to preside

over this Grand Chapter for the ensuing year.

The Presiding Officer then addresses the Grand High Priest

elect as follows

:

Most Excellent Companion,

Having been elected to the high and responsible

Office of Grand High Priest of this Grand Royal Arch Chapter,

and having accepted that important trust, I shall now proceed to

install you into your Office. It is a station that entails the per-

formance of great and arduous duties—duties which those alone,

who have not only acquired extensive Masonic information, but

whose lives are adorned with true Masonic virtues, can well and

properly discharge.
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CompanioTis,

Let us assemble around our altar, and implore

the blessing of God on the administration of our Most Excellent

Grand High Priest.

PRAYER BY THE G. CHAPLAIN.

Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, the Great High Priest of

Heaven and Earth, we approach thee with reverence, and im-

plore thy blessing on the Companion chosen to preside over us,

and now prostrate before thee. Fill his heart with thy fear, that

his tongue and actions may pronounce thy glory. Make him

steadfast in thy service—animate his heart and strengthen his

endeavors. May he teach thy judgments and thy laws, and

may the incense he shall put before thee, upon thine altar, prove

an acceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, O Lord, and

bless the work of his hands. Accept us in mercy, and hear

thou from Heaven, thy dwelling place, and forgive our trans-

gressions.

Glory be to God the Father, as it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be.

Response—So mote it be.

The Grand High Priest elect is then clothed with his Robes of

Office.

Most Excellent,

The members of this Grand Chapter having given

the strongest expression of their confidence in your qualifica-

tions by selecting you as their Grand High Priest, I now, with

much pleasure, invest you with this Breastplate. It is the

Jewel and Badge of the Order. Thus clothed, you represent

the Great High Priest of Israel, who presided at the First Grand

Masonic Council at Jerusalem. The stones of which it is com-

posed represent the Twelve Tribes of Israel. They will remind

you not only of the support and obedience you may expect from

the members of this Grand Chapter, but of your duty and obli-

gations to them.



45

Let the Mitre with which you are invested remind you of the

dignity of the office you sustain, and its inscription impress upon

your mind a sense of your dependence upon God
;
that perfec-

tion is not given unto man upon earth, and that perfect holiness

belongeth alone to the Lord.

The various colors of the robes you wear are emblematical of

every grace and virtue which can adorn and beautify the human

mind
;
each of which will be briefly illustrated in the course of

the Charges to be delivered to your Subordinate Officers.

And now. Most Excellent, permit me, in behalf of the Com-
panions here assembled, to offer you our most sincere congratu-

lations on your accession to the honorable station you now fill.

I doubt not you will govern with such order and regularity as to

convince your Companions that their partiality has not been mis-

placed.

The Deputy Grand Marshal then presents the other Officers,

in order of rank, for Installation, at which time they are clothed

with their Robes of Office.

Most Excellent.,

You have been elected Deputy G. H. Priest, and I

now invest you with this Jewel and place upon you this covering,

the Insignia of 5"our Office. They naturally call to remembrance

the period of the return of the Jews from captivity at Baby-

lon, when their High Priests were invested with supreme au-

thority, and held Grand Masonic Councils at Jerusalem. In the

absence of the Grand High Priest, it will be your duty to preside

over the deliberations of this Grand Chapter, and when present,

to afford him your counsel and assistance. I have full confi-

dence that I express the opinion and belief of this Grand Chap-

ter, when I say you will so discharge your duty as to represent

by your conduct that light, which will shine more and more even

unto the perfect day.
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CHARGE TO THE GRAND KING.

Excellent Companion,

Having been elected to the important office of

Grand King of this Grand Chapter, you are invested with the

Scarlet Robe, which marks the exalted rank you now hold

among your Companions. In the absence of the Grand and De-
puty Grand High Priests, it will be your duty to preside in this

Grand Chapter—and while discharging the various duties of

your Office, you will have the honor of representing the illustrious

King of Persia, by whose power and liberality our Ancient

Brethren were delivered from bondage, and sent in peace to

their native land. This Crown is an Emblem of Royalty. Per-

mit me to remind you, that to reign Sovereign of the hearts and

affections of your Companions, you must bring your passions

and prejudices under the dominion of reason and charity. Let

this Jewel, with which I now invest you, remind you, that

although the representative of a King, as a Mason you stand on

a level with every Brother who is worthy of that name. Let the

bright examples of those who composed the First Grand Masonic

Council at Jerusalem, one of whom you represent, stimulate you

to the faithful discharge of every duty; and when the King of

Kings shall summon you into his immediate presence, from his

hand may you receive a crown of glory that shall never fade

away.

CHARGE TO THE GRAND SCRIBE.

Excellent Companion,

The Office of Scribe, to which you have been

elected, is one of great importance and responsibility. In the

absence of your Superior Officers, you are bound to succeed

them and to perform their duties. You will, therefore, perceive

the necessity of acquiring such qualifications as will enable you to

discharge those duties which are incumbent upon you in your ap-

propriate station, as well as those which may occasionally de-

volve on you by the absence of your superiors.
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The Purple Robe with which you are invested is an emblem

of union, and is calculated to remind you that the harmony and

unanimity of the Grand Chapter should be your constant aim,

and to this end you are studiously to avoid all occasions of giving

offence, or countenancing anything that may create divisions or

dissensions. You are, by all means in your power, to endeavor

to establish a permanent union and good understanding among

the Subordinate Chapters. And as the glorious sun, at meridian,

dispels the mists and clouds which obscure the horizon, so may
your exertions tend to dispel the gloom of jealousy and discord

whenever they may appear.

Your Badge is an emblem of rectitude and vigilance; and

while you stand as a watchman upon the tower to guard your

Companions against the approach of those enemies of human
felicity, intemperance and excess, let this faithful monitor ever re-

mind you to walk uprightly in your station—admonishing and

animating your Companions to fidelity and industry while at

labor, and to temperance and moderation w'hile at refreshment.

And when the Great Watchman of Israel, whose eye never

slumbers nor sleeps, shall relieve you from your post of duty

here, may he assign you a post of honor in the Supreme Grand

Council of Heaven.

CHARGE TO THE GRAND TREASURER.

Companion,

Reposing unlimited confidence in your honor and

integrity, the members of this Grand Chapter have elected you

to the important and responsible office of Treasurer, and I now
invest you with the Badge of your Office. The Keys will re-

mind you that to your care is entrusted the property of this

Grand Chapter, which you will consider as a sacred deposit.

And may the reward of your fidelity be, in this life, the blessing

of the destitute widow and orphan, and, in the life eternal, trea-

sures that neither moth nor rust can corrupt.
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CHARGE TO THE GRAND SECRETARY.

Companion^

Having been elected Secretary of this Grand
Chapter, permit me to invest you with the Badge of your Office.

A faithful discharge of the duties of this important Office is

what we confidently expect from your appointment
; and having

finished the Record of the Transactions of this Grand Chapter,

and received the merited applause of your Companions, may
you, at the Grand and Final Convocation, be admitted into the

Celestial Grand Chapter above, and find your name there re-

corded in the Book of Life.

CHARGE TO THE GRAND CHAPLAIN.

Excellent and Rev. Companion,

Having received the appointment of Grand Chap-

lain of this Grand Chapter, I now invest you with this Jewel

and Badge of your Office. It is an emblem of Eternity, and

reminds us that here is not our abiding place. It will be equally

your inclination as your duty to perform in the Grand Chapter

those solemn services which created beings should constantly

render to their Infinite Creator, and which, when offered by one

whose holy profession is to point to Heaven and lead the way,

may, by refining our morals, strengthening our virtues and puri-

fying our minds, prepare us for admission into the society of

those above, whose happiness will be as endless as it is perfect.

CHARGE TO THE GRAND MARSHAL.

Companion,

Having been appointed to the Office of Grand

Marshal, I invest you with the Badge of your Office, and arm you

with this (Sword) emblem of the authority you now hold in this

Grand Chapter. Your station is within the Veils of the Taber-

nacle, and your duty is to qualify all Travelers, whom you may
find worthy, for the services of the Sanctuary. A perfect know-
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ledge of the most sublime mysteries of the Royal Art is essen-

tial to the proper discharge of the important duties of your Office,

and if you are not already fully qualified, I trust that your zeal

for the good of our Institution will induce jmu to acquire, with-

out delay, such light as will enable you to adorn the station you

now hold, as well as any other to which you may hereafter be

elevated.

CHARGE TO THE PRINCIPAL SOJOURNER.

Companion,

Having been appointed to the Office of Principal

Sojourner of this Grand Chapter, I invest you with the Badge of

your Office, (Wand.) In the exemplification of the Ceremonies

of our Order, your Office is inferior in importance to none, save

that of your Chief
;
you will therefore perceive the necessity of

being fully prepared to bring the blind by a way they knew not,

and to lead them in paths they have not known—to make dark-

ness light before them, and crooked things straight. And when,

hand in hand with your Companions, you shall have traveled the

rugged path of life, and passed the Veils of this earthly Taber-

nacle, may the Supreme Grand Council of Heaven receive and

invest you with the honors and glory of the Eternal Kingdom.

CHARGE TO THE ROYAL ARCH CAPTAIN.

Companion,

Having been appointed to the Office of Royal

Arch Captain of this Grand Chapter, I arm you with this Sword,

with which to guard the Sanctuary.

The White Banner entrusted to your care is emblematical of

that purity of heart and rectitude of life, which should charac-

terize all those who pass the White Veil of the Sanctuary. A
faithful discharge of the important duties of your Office will se-

cure to you the confidence and esteem of this Grand Chapter

and of your Companions of this Order
; and as none should be

permitted to pass your post but such as are in possession of the

7
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True Signet, may this Talisman be yours, when you pass the

Veils that shall usher you into the presence of the supreme Grand
Council above.

CHARGE TO THE MASTER OF THE FIRST VEIL.

Companion,

I invest you with the Scarlet Banner, which is the

ensign of your Office, and with a Sword to protect and defend

the same. The rich and beautiful color of your Banner is em-
blematical offervency and zeal. It is the appropriate color of the

Royal Arch Degree, and admonishes us that we should befervent

in our devotions to God, and zealous in our endeavors to promote

the happiness of Man.

CHARGE TO THE MASTER OF THE SECOND VEIL.

Companion,

I invest you with the Purple Banner, which is the

ensign of your Office, and arm you with a Sword with which to

maintain its honor.

The color of 5'our Banner is produced by a due mixture of

blue and scarlet; the former of which is the characteristic color

of the symbolic or first three Degrees of Masonry, and the latter,

that of the Royal Arch Degree. It is an emblem of Union, and

is the characteristic color of the intermediate Degrees. It admo-

nishes us to cultivate and improve that spirit of union and har-

mony between the Brethren of the Symbolic Degrees and the

Companions of the Sublime Degrees, which should ever distin-

guish the Members of a Society founded upon the principles of

everlasting truth and universal philanthropy.

CHARGE TO THE MASTER OF THE THIRD VEIL.

Companion,

I invest you with the Blue Banner, which is the

ensign of your Office, and a Sword for its defence and protec-

tion.
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The color of yoar Banner is one of the most durable and

beautiful in nature. It is the appropriate color, adopted and

worn by our ancient Brethren of the three Symbolic Degrees,

and is the 'peculiar characteristic of an Institution which has stood

the test of ages, and which is as much distinguished by the du-

rability of its materials or principles as by the beauty of its su-

perstructure. It is an emblem of universal friendship and bene-

volence, and instructs us that in the mind of a Mason, those vir-

tues should be as expansive as the blue Arch of Heaven itself.

CHARGE TO THE TYLER.

Companion,

Having been appointed Tyler of this Grand Chap-

ter, I now invest you with the Badge of your Office, and arm
you with this Sword for the defence of your post. Though your

Office is the last in rank, it is not the least in importance, as the

consequences of a want of fidelity in this Officer might be de-

structive of the interests of the Institution. At its portals, there-

fore, be you ever a true and faithful Sentinel, and when the doors

of this earthly Tabernacle shall be closed, may you find abun-

dant entrance through the gates into the Temple and City of our

God.

CHARGE TO THE OFFICERS GENERALLY.

Companions,

To you has been confided the important duty of

presiding over the deliberations of this Grand Chapter, and of

seeing that its laws, resolutions and edicts are duly executed.

Should the contemplation of the responsibilities imposed upon

you by this Grand Body cause you to distrust your ability to

accomplish all that may be expected or required of you, let it not

discourage but stimulate you to greater industry and perse-

verance in the acquisition of knowledge in the Royal Art.

The Royal Arch, the crowning emblem of our Order, is not

only an ornamental device, but an emblem of strength ; and the



52

admission of any defective materials in its construction not only

mars its beauty, but renders it weak and insecure, thus destroy-

ing the effect, both practical and ornamental, of the most elabo-

rate and perfect work of the true and faithful craftsman. It

therefore becomes your duty, as Overseers of your Subordinates,

to apprise them of the vital importance of rejecting all materials

that are not perfect in every part ;
and as they are hereafter to

look to you for council and instruction, let precepts of morality,

and incentives to virtue and integrity be the distinguishing marks

of jmur intercourse with them, and may your term of office be

characterized by that harmony and unanimity that should ever

exist among the Officers and Members of an Institution in which

we shall ever hope to

See Order and Beauty rise gently to view,

Each Brother a column, so perfect and true

;

When Order shall cease, and when Temples decay.

May each, fairer columns, immortal survey.
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GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OE THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

To

IT. P. of Chapter No.
^

You are hereby ordered to cause the Proceedings of the Eighth Annual
Grand Convocation of the Grand Chapter to be read in your Chapter within two
months after receipt.

ROBERT G. RANKIN, G. H. P.

Attest,

H. F. Rossell, G. Bcc'y.



PROCEEDINGS

(S2)So-^S(SiiI^E©Sf

or

NORTH CAROLINA,

BEGUN. AND HELD IN THE HALL OF ST. JOHN’S LODGE NO. 1, IN WIL-
MINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA, ON MONDAY, THE FIFTH DAY OF JUNE
A. L. 5854, A. I. -2384, A. D. 1854.

PRESENT.

]!ir. E. Eob’t G. Eankin,
“ Ezekiel Myers, D. G. H.P., -

“ P.ME Fanning, P.G.H. P., -

’• Peter Custis,

James Peid,

F. M. Capehart,

E. J. Lutterloh,

J. T. Alexander,
D. McMiUan,
Henry P. Kussell,

Hiram W. Foy,

- G. H. P.
- G. K. p. t.

- G. S. p.t.

- G. M.
- G. P. S. p. t
- G. E. A. C. D. t.

- G.M.SdY.Vt.
- G.M.2dV.p.t.
- G. M. 1st Y. p. I.

- G. Sec’y-

- G. Tyler.

The Grand Chapter opened in solemn form, with prayer by’'

the Compm James Eeid, G. 0. p. t.

Tie M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following Committee :

O/i Credentials—Peter Cnstis and F. M. Capehart.

Tie mmntes being read and approved, the Grand Chapter
called from labor to refreshment until to-morrow morning, half

oast 9 o'clock.

RE VPY P. EFS^ETJ. C. Sedy.



1ST. JOTIjS’S TIaJ^L, Tcesdav Moesiing, June C,

9 1-2 o’cLoci:.

Tlie G-raud Chapter resumed labor.

JT.ESEXT.

Kobh G. Rankin, - - G. H. P.
E. Myers, - D. G. H. P.

James Reid, - G. K. p. t.

J. T. Alexander, - - G. S. p. t.

Fetor Custis, - G. M.
L. Blackmer, - G. P. S. p. t.

E. J. Lntterloh, - ^ G. E. A. C. p. t.

p. L. Filljaw, G. M. 3d \
.
p. t.

ITcmy T. Clark, - - G. M. 2d Y. p. t.

F. M. Capehart, - - G. M. 1st Y. p. t.

H. P. Russell, - G. Sec’y.

n.TY. Foy, - G. Tyler.

cClfred Martin, - P, G. IT. P.

P. W. Fanning, - P. G. TLP,
W. Burge, p, G. Iv.

Comp'ns iC. F. Itcld, TlioS', lyright, L.. D. Farmer, John
Hanks, T. B. Carr, I). H. Fewton, John A. Tajlor, Srmmci

Tlie Committee on Credentials made the foilominp; re-O
port

—

Your Committee 4-opoi't the follou’ing Represoujatives frOin tho.ir re.spoctire Chapiert;,

as properly entitled to seats in this Grand Body,

Concord, Ito. 1,

Phtt-nix,

Mt. Ararat,
Eureka,
Union,
OUoiw.'.in, .

Tiinenln,

<xcrman ton,

il.ontg’mcrv, No. 2.3;

Salisbury, ' No. 20 .

Concord,

N.o
No. S.

No. V,

No. 77,

No. 1",

No. 22
,

No.

No.

H. P. Russell, II. P.

O. L. Fillyavv, K.
P. W. Funning, P. Ibr S.

Goo. Mak.epeaco, R.

F. M. Capciiart, R.

Peter Oustis. H. P. and E,

Thos. Wriglit, II, P.

E. J. Lutte'rloh, P., for II. P. K. and S.

•f. T. Alssander, S. and P, for H. P. and K.

E. j\tyer.s, P., for II. P. K. and S.

G. H, Makepeace, P. for H. P. K. and S.

Luke Blacluuer. 1’. for II. P. K. and S.

II, T. ('li'i-1;.. K.

PETER OUSTTS,
I’. U C.tl'EHART,



( Ju 11‘iotiou ol Luxui> ii 1:.. 3ii

Bcsolvcd, That the reading of the ilinutes of the la^t Couyo-eation be dii-pensfd witii,

each member being furnished vritli a printed copy

The ]\I. E. G. H. P. appointed the following Committees ;

On Unfinished ^Business—E. J. Lnttcrloh, Thos. TTright and

Geo. Makepeace.
On Charters and Dlspcnsaiions-~U. Blackmer, II. T. Clark

arid O. L, Fillyaw.

The M. E. :G. IT. P. submitted his annual report.

The assembling together of Masons is always pleasant, and to this annual re-union of

Companions from the several parts of our jurisdiction, tvo look forward with a iieart filled

with gratitudo to tho groat I AM whose aid we have invoked, for the continuance of that

strength and support which has so long sustained us, tvliicli has been with ns througli

adversity and prosperity, through persecutions and triumphs. Our assemblage is one of
interest to the fraternity at large, but is of peculiar iiitere.st to the Companions of jN'orlh

Carolina. To us they look for the dissemination of true light to guide, true nrincipie.s

to govern.

The year just closed has been marked with no event, requiringmy otScia! intervention;

peace lind quietness seem to prevail thn.ugh our borders. No questions have arisen to

disturb our harmony, and I can proudlv assert, that in all parts of our jurisdiction, Com-
panions hare so infiunied Ihcmselve.s that there i.s but seldom necessity fur subniissiou
tc. your presiding officer, or this ftrand Body, of que.stions of work, or jurisprudence.

—

This was happily illustrated in the cvomplitication of work at our last annual convocr-
lion, when all wore forcibiy struck with the very slight variation in the work of the <lii'-

ferciit subordinates represented, as well as the slight variation in language. To this

state of thing.s, this Graud Chapter has largely contributed.

Tho fri.enuial convocation of the M. E. General Grand Chapter, took place at the .ap-.

pointed time. Jly arrangements to represent our Graiul Chapter, or have her repre.sen-

ted, were, as I timught, completed; but, were frustrated at tiio last moment. The seat,

of North Carolina was therefore vacant. Neither this Grand Body nor its presiding officir

has beeti furnislied with a copy of their proceedings; a matter much to be deprecated as
it is always, to say tho least; agreeable to possess the “light'’ reflected from the "parent
Head.” From other sources I learn some action was bad upon the long agitated ques-
tion of the Boyal and i^elect degrees, but, as I am not oltieialiy advised, I cannot officiallv

elaim that action. It appears, hovvever, to be admitted, that these degrees so beautifully
approiiriate TO the Koval Arch degree, are not the property of Chapters, and boar the
same affinity to Boyal Arch JIasonrv, that those most sublime degrees do to Ancient
Craft luasonry. The link lost in the subdime degreo of a Jla.ster 2-iasou is fouml upon
exaltation—the chain still being incomplctc-^the .summit and perfection of A.ncieut jl.e-

.sonrv can only be attaiiied by authority of Councils, 'IMiile we regret the multiplication
of orders, it is betlei' to secure unity, peace and harmony, that llmse degri.'os sliould be
conferred in regulai-lv orga.nizcd Councils, and the attenliou of Boyal .\rch Masonrv is

directed to the- establis'ament of subordinate Councihs, wifu the view of forming .a Grand
Council.

I am informed that the position taken by this Grand Chapter, respecting the Order of
High Priest, has been fully sustained by the General Grand C'naptor.—tiio long urged
necessity of this order a.s a qualification for in.stallatiou i.-: thus silenced. As the" degree
is only conferred to invest, with official dignity, tho.se elected to jiresi.lc, and bolieving
that the love of ilasonry would only induce a Companion to accejit this high office, and
irustiug that the same spirit will induce him to seek all piossible light; it is, perhaps,
needless to urge on one elected to lose no oppiirfunity of being duly cuiiseorated, solemri-
iy invested.

.V dispensation has boon granted by me to I,ouisburg Chapter, and her delegate is here
with necessary documents to secure a Charter. 'This has been the only dispensaticn
issued. Our iiieroase though gradual, is, in my opinion, simply the work uf time.

—

Itisjipusntions granted to Asheville and Mr. Lebanon Ciiapter.=.a short time previous to our
eonvoca'.ior. will, doubtless, b ' presented s . this i.udv y. itl. a rr.O’.'es; for Chari, r-



i.t III-.- I ud-:i>l ul ill' l.l"ia|juaiuii'. "i -Vli, licbaijuij, I ilai'. CluipLtii’ia Iba iaitor

; irl. of liio past, yoo-j’; and dispcnsiHl stidi ial'armatiuii as v.as ncoos-sarv, to place tueia

al tvork. I doulji iUii. ii will noon into a iio-drisliin'i- Ohapter; tlie Companions arc

.'.•ja!ous,and Jcicnninsd to xunnount the iiainy obfiiacics uhvay.s surrounding young
institutions.

The Grand T.ecturcr, Coir.p’n J. 11. Mooiv, tendered his resignation earl}' in December,
Imt until I cotild find a .successor, 1 liavc not acted upon it, and it has not yet, been for-

mally r.ccepi'id. The appoiutuient of a Grand Lecturer isof ii-nportance to tliis Grand
Hod}', as iipoa this officer depends largely, the continuance of uniformity in the work
appertaining to Koya! Arch Masonry. "To the wisdom of this Grand Chapter I submit
this mutter. Imping that some pian may be directed to secure the service of a Companion
of known skill and lidclity.

By rcsolnlion I was instructed to procure an net of incorporation for the Grand Chap-
tor as so m as pracf.cable. In the discharge of this duty I found that the general act of
Incorporation did not invest this Body witii .sufficient powers, and I have recoinmeuded
that aitplication be made to tlie next Legislature of North Carolina, for a special act.

Death is the common lot of all. Since our re-organizalton, the “g'rim tyrant” has laid

his cold hand upon the hearts of some, -whose presence at our altars and tirosides, we
\vere wont to greet with joy, and '.vhose vacant place.s wc now contemplate with sad and
sorrowing hearts, Among the most distinguished of the “'loved and lost,” is one whom
we all delighted to honor, one whom the Slate claimed as among her bright jewels, om-
vvhom we ju.stly regarded as among the jn-ineipal columms in the Temple of Masonry; 1

ollude to oiu- M. K. Comp’n Rob’t Strange. For many years Grand High Priest of the
flrand Cluipier of our Stave; ho was in this, as in every other official position, distin-

guislied for the zeal, fidelity and ability, wifli wiiich lie discharged his various and ardu-
ous duties. Though in latter yuavs the pressure of public duties has prevented his being
v.'ith us and among us

;
yet, we all knew his reverence for Masonry, and may well imi-

t-ite iiim in the example he has left. Ami, we have no doubt that when tbo “grim tyrant
did come he was fully prepared to welcome him as a kind messenger sent to translate

him fi om this imperfeoi.to that nil perfect, oelest'al Lodge above,where the Supreme Grand
High Priest ]irc.sides.”

\Vhen such a ina-u and Com|ianion die.', it is fit that wc should mourn; it is fit that we
should pay some tribute to his Incmory.

In reviewing, Companions, the three years in whicli I liav'- lieen honored Vit you, it is

but right in laying before you tiii.s my last otiioial communication, .agaiii lo i-.i-tuni you
my tiiaiiks; to ask your iuuulgence for errors couunitted; and to jiledge you niy hearty
eo-opcra.tioii in nil ihings tending to banelit or exalt our instiuuiori. Ouestiuns have
arisen in which it has been my misfortune to dilTer with many good ami bright Compan-
ions, .some with whom I ]>osscss no personal acnnaintancc, others, wliose opinions I know
po.ssess slerhng weight ; but, in rny' dccislon.s I have been guided solely by what I thought
lo be true iiiasout-y, wiilumt reference to picrsous, with sole reference to pvineijMes. M v
decisions have been duly acquiesced in, and 1 have reason to believe, have resulted haj -

jii'y fur the and harmony of our Chapf-er-s. For this I claim’ no credit, liio prim
iplcs of Masonry teaching obedience to proper a utUority

;
our laws, the tenets of our

order, dcson edly' piossoss more Weigbt '.vith Masons, than the opinions of man.

Permit me, Carapanions, in conclu.sion, to oxpres.s a hope, that when the herald shall

summon ns forth, to unite in the meeting of souls above, we may then be found pirepaicd

to ofi'er acceptable inceii-te at the heavenly idtnr, to receive the crown as the reward of

u-uc and faithful craft.smcn.

BOBERT G. KANKIX, G. IL P.

on Hiolion of Co'rar>'ii 1l'.aaing,

Was received, and ordered to be spread on the Minutes, and referred to a Special Corn-

mi- tee for the dispo.-al of its several subjects,

OoDvniittf'O- ( ''nnr-'n.s 1’. F;ir>Tihig“ .“-nv! 'K,



Tne JJ. Gr. ll. I', submkted his annual renort.

4r. E. Robert G. Uakkin', Grand High Frksi

Of the Grand Chapter of Hurth CaroUva.

M. E. Sir axd Companion-,

Another year has p.assed away, and it is CNpcctod, that 1 sliould give you a rc

port of niy official acts during that time.

In accordance with the promise made 3-011 at the last convocation, I visited Fa)-ette-

ville for the purpose of assisting in again getting Ehoenix Chapter to work
;

but, owing
to the fact of a large fire having occurred in the town, the night previous to ni}- arrival,

it was found impossible to obtain the requisite number. I sincere!}' trust that ere thi.s,

in accordance with the associations connected with its name, it has arisen from its ashes.

From the true Masonic spirit manifested by the Companions with whom it was myplea-
.sure to meet, I am induced to believe that its returns to the Grand Chapter will show an
.addition to Royal Arch Masoiu-y, alike creditable to their spirit under reverses, and
gratifying to us.

No question of importance, has been submitted to me during the present 3'ear.

The condition of Chapters in my vicinity is such, as must be a source of pride and
pleasure to this Grand Bod}-.

Kespeoifully submitted,

B. MYERS, D. G. H. P.

Whicli on motion of Comp’n Fanning,

Was received, and ordered to be spread on the Minutes.

The Grand Ciiapter called off Till 3 o'clock this afternoon.

H. P. RUSSELL, a. Sec'y.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 3 oYlocn-

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers as this morning.

Comp’ns W. Geo. Thom.as, P. G. S., FT. T. HarrisSj M. Mc-
Innis, M. Cronly and T. B. Carr.

Pejyresentatives of Sub, Chapters,

Concord, No. 1, H. P. Russell, H. P.

0. L. Fillyaw, K.
P. W. Fanning, P. for S.

Phoenix, No. 2, Geo. Makepeace, R.
Mt. Ararat, No. 3, - F. M. Capehart, R.
Eureka, No. 7, - Peter Custis, H. P. E.
Union, No. 17, - Thos. Wright, H. P.
Chorazin, No. 13, E. J. Lutterloh, P. for H. P. K. and S.
Lincoln, No. 22, J. T. Alexander, S. and P., for H. P. and K
Germanton, No. 24, E. Myers, P. for H. P. K. and S.
Montg’m’ry, No. 23, G. H. Makepeace, P. for H. P. K. and S.
Salisbunu No. 2P, L. Blackmer, P. for II. P. K. and S,
Toncord. No. 5, II, T Ol.wk, K.



s

'rJie C-(.>mniittee on nuliuislied .Business uiude tlie folio win,^-

foport. v^'liicli on motion was received.

The Committee on Unfinishe.' liusiness beg leave to report, that at our last Grand
Convocation the Committee on Poreign Correspondence wore ailowed until this session
to report. This, together with Comp’n J. H. Moore’s resolution requiring subordinaie
Giiapters to use Moore’s ilasonio Tresileboard in their wort, are tlio only matters left

Over for the consideration of this Gr.and Convotjfitiou.

K. .T. LUTTERLOH,
THOS. WRIGHT,
G. II. MAKEPEACE.

Co’mmiUec.

Titc Special Committee on the report of the M. E. Gr. li. P.
made the following report, which on motion of Comp’n E.

Lntterloh was i-cceived

:

Report of Special Committee ou M. E. G. H. Priest’s Address.

The Special Coaunittee, to whom was referred tlie annual communication of tlie M. E,

It. 11. Priest; have had the same unuer consideration, and beg leave to recommend tlie

following disposition of the several subjects embraced thereiu, to-wit;

1st. So much as relates to the Degrees of Roj'al and Select Master, and to the estab-

lishment of a Council, to a Special Committee.
2nd. So much as relates to the order of II. Priesthood, to a Select Committee.
8rd. So much : r, tes to the office of Grand Lecturer to the Committee on Returns ol’

Subordinate Chapteiv.
4th. So much as relates to a special act of Incorporation of the Grand Chapter, to a

special Committee.
5th. So much as relates to the death o? our late Vrorthy M. B. Companion, Robert

Strange, to a select Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

P. W. FAKKIKG, Ch’m’7i of Commitlee.

'EieM. E. G. IL P. ajipointed the following Committees under
the above report

:

On Royal and Select Degrees, R. F. Reid, .E. J. .Lntterloh.

.High Priesthood, P. W. Panning, H. P. Russell,

“ Grand Lecturer, to Com. on Returns and Proceedings.'
“ Incorporation, A. Martin, T. W. Brown.
‘‘ DeathofC’mp’nR. Strangs, L. Blackmer, H. T. Clark.

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations made the fol-

lowing report, which on motion was received, and adopted :

To the M. E. Gra/iid Chapter of Sorth Caroli/na.

Your Committee appointed to report upon Charters and Dispensations, would res-

pectfully report

:

That they have examined the Proceedings and By-Laws of Ashevdlle, Mt. Lebanon and
Louisburg Chajaers, working under .bispensations from this Grand Chapter.
We find the By-Laws of Mt. Lebanon Chapter correct; but, we find some informali-

ties in their records. It does not appear from the record whether they had a Dispensa-
tion authorising them to open a Chapter, which your Committee think should have been
stated in the record. We also lind that the Chapter was opened in July, 1853, and was
not dosed until March 1854, it having been called from labor to refreshments or dis-



jitnsei'i with at ail iiitcrvciiln^' inociing-^. Vuu!' Ci'mmiti -o tiiiuk the (. a-ipf >!iou'i(i h»

opened and c',o;:ed at each jf its re^'ular and cailed cunvocations, except iu oasca ol’

emergsuev.

We find that the Louistjurg Cliapter was opened in .September, IS o?, since which Ihitc

it has not been closed. The subordinale Lo:!gos oi'r.ra.rfc, Past and Most E.-coellent ilas-

ters were opened at the same t;me,bn( have never been closed, although fi’oqnent convoca-

tions have been held and much work done. ThI.-- your Committee deem wrong. It is

proper to dispense n hh the Royal Arch Chapter Ibr the purpose of opening a i! irk, or

other Lodge ; and when the work i.s completed, the Lndg’ .should be closed, and when
all work in the Subordinate Lodges is cofnpleted, the Chapter should resume laborin ibo

Royal Arch Begrce, and then close the C'hiipter, except in cases oremergency. The term

svRpendfd lalo'r. is incorrect, it should be dispensed tviOi. when a subordinate Lodge is to

be opened, and called frotn labor to refreshment when the object is for refreshment.

We find the By-Laws of Louisbui'g Chapter correct, with the except'on of Art, 17, which

provides for recording the yeas and nays of the members; your Cominittee deem this un-

niasonic, and recommend that it be stricken out. Wo find the Records and By-Laws ol

Louisbiirg Ch.ipter correct.

We recommend, therefore, that Charters be granted to Asheville, Louisburg and Lit.,

Lebanon Chapters, mnnboring as folloivs ;

.\shoville, 25 : Mt. Ijebanon, 20 : Louisburg, 27.

L. BLACKMER,
0. L. FILLYAW,
II. T. CLARK.

Ou motion of Comp "n Clark.

Resolved, That the delegates from Asheville, Louisbnrg and .Mr. Lebanon Ciiapter.s b«

allowed a .seat in this Grand Chapter.

The Committee on Credentials reported.

Comp'll ]Sr. F. Eeid, P. for IT. P. K. and S.. Louisburg Chap-
ter, TIo. 20.

Coraphi J’-iUiES Eeid, P. for H. P. K. and, S„ Asheville Chap-
ter, No. 25.

Comp'll L. D. Faioiee, H. P.. Mt. Lebanon Chapter, No. 27.

The following resolution offered by Comp'n Mooee, at the last

Convocation, and by motion laid over to this, was taken up and
discussed, and ..;n motion of Comp’n Custis, was indefinitely

postponed :

Resolved. That the Subordinate Chapters under the jurisdiction of th's Gr ;nd Chapter

,

be and are hereby reqiiired to use Moore’sLIasonic Trestleboard in their work.

On motion of Comp’n E. J. Lutterloii.
Resolved, That tlie election of Officers for the ensuing year take place to-morrow

morning, at 10 o’clock.

On motion of Comp’n Custis,

Besnlved, That the Grand Secretajy be instructed to prepare a digest of tlie Proceed-
ings of this Grand Chajjter frorii its i e-organization to tlie present time; and publish it

with the Proceedings of this Chapter.

Pne M. E. (d Ti. P a]ipointed the’ folhiwing Committees:

On- I{rtvThS ond Pmceeding.s of Sol. Chapfer.s—Compn's .i.

Keid. A. Atanin :tnd A'. Enrov.



Foreign Corresgoondenee—Comp’ns F. W. i'aiming, P. Custis
and F. M. 'CapeFart.

Tlie Proceedings being read and approved, the Grand Chap-
ter called off ’till to-morrow morning half past 9 o’clock.

H. P. P.USSELL, G. Gedy.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, Jdne 7, 9 1-2 o’clock.

Tlie Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

YI. E. R. G. Rankin,
“ “ Ezekiel Myers,

“ Z. M. Paschall,
“ J. T. Alexander,

Peter Custis,

L. Blackmer,
E. J. Lutterloh,

F. YI. Capehart,

IV. Burge,
O. L. Fillyaw,

H. P. Russell,

H. W. Foy,

G. II. P.

D. G. H. P.

G. K.
G. S. p. t.

G. YI.

G. P. S. p. t.

G. R. A. C. p.

G. YI. 3d V. p.

G. YI. 2d y. p.

G. YI. 1st Y. p
G. Sec’y.

t.

t.

t.

. t.

• - G. Tyler.

Comp’ni P W. Fanning, P. G. II. P., J. I. YIcDugald.

The Committee on Credentials reported,

Comp’n H. P. Russell as P. for Comp’n Jas. IT. Cherry, dele-

gate for Temple Chapter, No. 6., and Comp’n Z. M. Paschall,

IT. P., Oxford Chapter, No. 8.

Tlie lirst business in order being the election of officers
;
on

motion of Comp’n Custis, the election was postponed to allow

such Committees as might be prepared an opportunity to re-

port..
*

The Committee on M. E. G. H. P.’s report relative to the

death of Conip’n Rob’t Strange, through Comp’n Blackmer
made the following report, which on motion was received and
adopted :



!i

To tha M. K Grand Chafter of North Carolina.

Your Committee, appointed to report upou so much of the M. E. Grand High Priests’

address, as relates to the detith of M. E. Past Grand H.gh Priest, Kubert ytrauge, would,

respectfully subm.t the following;

The official announcement of the death of H/u. Robert Strange', Past Grand High Priest

of this Grand Chapter, has been made. Our most beautiful co.unm is broken,—our most
h gbiy polshed ashier has been removed to take its place in the temple not made with

hands, eternal in the heavens. Our departed companion, whose memory we revere, and
whose loss we deplore, was no ordmar^^man. H ghly gifted by nature, and thoroughly

improved by all the v.iried learning of the times, he was at once the centre of attract.on
in \he social circle, the pride of the State, and the ornament and embeUishineut of Ma-
sonry

;
and now that be has gone to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no

traveler returns, it becomes us to cherish his memory as that of no ord.nary person.—
Therefore, be it

Besnloed, That in the death of Ron. Rob’t S trange, Masonry has been bereft of one of

her br ghtest jewels,—the State of a son of whom she was justly proud, and h.s family

of a husband and father whose place can never be tided.

Resolved, That we d ep'y .sympathise wdh liis bereaved family in th'saffl'cting stroke

of divine Providence, by vvh.ch his hearth-stone is rendered desolate, and wh.ch has
.shrouded h.s home m mouruiug.

Resolved, That in token of our respect for the memory of our departed companion, the

members of th s Grand Chapter will wear the usual badge of m.iurniug for .U rty days,

and we recommend to all the subordimite chapters in tins State, to enshroud the r al-

tars in muurnuig, and that the.r members wear the u.sual badge of mouiu.ng for thirty

days.

Resolved, That the M. E. Grand Il-gb Priest bo requested to forward a copy of those

resolutions to the family of our deceased companion.

Resolved, That these resolutions be published in the Wilmington papers, and that all

other papers in the State be requested to copy.
L. BLACKMER,
H. T. CLARK.

Com/nvUtee.

Tlie Committee on M. E. G. PI. P’s. report, relativ’e to tlie

Eoyal and Select degrees made the follov,dng report, which on
motion of Conip’n Plackmer was received and adopted ;

The Committee to whom that part of the klost Excellent Grand Masters address was
referred relative to the council degrees, most respectfully recommend, that as this Grand
Chapter is in possession of no official information of any action of the General Grand
Ch.ipter in reference to these degrees, that we continue to confer them, unril we are offi-

cially advised that the General Grand Chapter has declared them not to be within our
jurisdiction. K. F. REID,

E. J. LUTTERLOH.
Committee.

Tlie Committee on Credentials were allowed to amend their

first report, by inserting the name of Comp’n Wm. Burge as P.
for Phoenix Chapter, hi o. 2 ;

Comp’n Makepeace holding P. for

Montgomery Chapter, hfo. 23.

The following Comp’ns asked for leave of absence, which was
granted

:

Comp’ns F. M. Capehart. Henry T. Clark and L. D. Par-
mer.

An election of officers was now held, wliich resulted as fol-

lows :



(.'omp'n Eob’t G. Eankin. Wiliainglon, G.

IGelviel ilyers, l::^alisl)uiy, J.).

Z. M. PascJialJ. Oxford, G.

Peter (kistis, jS^ewbewi, G.

T. W. Browu, Wiimiugtoii. (}.

' Heiuy F. Paisseil. do G.
“ F. M. (Japebaxt, Iv[m’freesi)oro’, el.

On motion of Cuin]>'n E. J. Luttekloh,
jiesolved. That the Installatiou of Oificers take place Ihis ihlcriiomi,

The Grand Chapter called off 'till tins afternoon

IT. P.

G. H. P.

K.
S.

Treasurer.

tSecretar}'.

Marshal.

at-i o’clock,

o o’clock.

IT. P. EUSSET.L, G,

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, Toxe 7, 3 o'clock,

The Grand Cliapter i-esumod labor.

Present—Officers and Gouip’ns as this morning.

Conip’n Fanning, from the Committee on Foreign CojTcspo.n-

denee, made the following report, -which on motion of Comp’n
FI.' P. Russell, was received and adopted, cxceytting so much as

relates to the degree of High Pricstliood :

The vmJersifjiicd has rhe moi'tinoatioa of appri.sing the (ri’and Chapter iliat the Com-
mittee on Foreign Cori’espoiidenoe, appointed a.t 3'our last ann’ial cunroeaiion, have fail-

ed iu the performance of rheir dntj-—not haring prepared any t'.oport, or even furnished
a sumnuin" of the very interesting and vohr.nrnoiis Proceedings ofsisterGrand Chapters
rvhioh have come to hand; wherebj' this Grand Body must of coiisequenoebe embarrass-
ed in its deliberations, being- deprived of that information in regard to wliat is tran.spiring

in the various masonic jurisdictions, to enable it to act on important questions in a cor-

responding spii it, or with any degree of prudence.
The Cha.rman of the Committee, residing at a distance, has from t'me to time been

furnished by the Grand Sow-etary with all essential documents as they came to haul

;

and it was uot doubted but that a full and ample i-eport would be forthcoming—in.stead

of which, however, the documents, without comment, have all been returued within a
daj- or two, and were bust evening placed in the hands of the undersigned, who, not
claiming superhumai.i powers, will not attempt a liasty, jierhaps miwarranted review of

the transaotmns of our sister cliapters; but ivI'H content himself bv' simply' commenting
upon such matters as prudence shall dictate, and time allow.

The documents above alluded to embrace flic I’roceedings of the Grand Chapter of Vir-

ginia, A'ermont, Connecticut, Maine, New York, Kentucky, Florida, Michigan, Missis-

sippi, Illinois, Indian.a, Missouri, Louisiana, Ch’o, Alarv'laucl, Arkainsas, all for 185S

—

and Louisiana, 1854 : also the book of Constitutions, C.. If. A. C. of S. C ;
the eightecutii

•annual Catalogue of Teachers &c, of Baltimore Collegiate Institute, for ladies; extract from
ihe report of the N, Y. Committee on the subject of a General Grand Lodge, with nu-
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cnerous proceeJmgs lor ibc year I'iSi:. A glance at the prooi.edir.gs el ihc O- nera! Grand
Chapter woiiid be refreshing'.

t^ubjccts of grave imporlauco to the Fraternity are iiiscussod in iiiese proceedings

—

some with much ability, others more or less imprudently. There seems to be ajiruvail-

ing-d.spos.cioii, in some quarters to upturn established us.iges-^to m"uiiy, alter, improve,

reject, uiuovate, annul—in fact to change the most graceful feature.' ot .jur venerated Ii.-

sntiitioii. It has been ingeniously discovered that the Past Mast'-i s Degree is out of

place ill the Chapters—of course all who have so uken it are claruh stine. During an
experience of about thirty years, the undersigned bins never before heard such a sugges-

tion—nor has any jealousy ever existed in this quarter between the J.edge and Chapter
on that account—the Chapter always having volunteered to qualify a Master elect. Mis-

placed or not, it certainly has a tendency, as all can testify who have so taken it, to brighten

>'e.\t, the order of High Priesthood is treated with irreverence, discovered to be a mat-
ter of moonshine, and is doomed. This is truly an uulooked for discovery, at d places

all who have been solemnly aniiointed, in the veiy enviable position of hat ing been tin-

mercifii'ly humbugged. The General Grand Chapter, it is uuderstood, has assumed this

ground—and as a crowning act, permitted the Chapters to retain the innovation, and
m-oroiiiend all High Prie.sts elect to embrace the first opportunity of jumping ir.to tho
absia-ility. Our own Grand Body, perhaps unfortunately, has taken the same grounci. The
Bic.iv reliable argument, it is believed, favoring such conclusions, is founded upou the
fact '.iiat the Chapters cannot control a Degree which is not possessed in common—the
fiauK- argument will apply with equal con.sistency to the Blue Lodges -sxercisiugauthori-
t)' over the Past Master's Degree—thi.s right no one, within knowlede-e, has ever had the
temer.ty to doitbl. Any objections, predicated on its modern oriL'iu, with all due deference,
comes with an ill grace—applying such test too freely miffhe lead to unpleasant results.

The subject ol the Pi,oyal and seieoi Degrees affords a theme never to be e.xhausted. Tu
the vision of the imdcrsigued, it appears like a piece of ueS'Tt and unclaimed land which
has been entered, wlien considered of but little value, by at least a dozen dilf rent indi-

viduals in as many differtn't locations : as the v.t'u enhance.^, the c'aimanls become clam-
orous—the production of a legal deed however. yTll set matters all to r'ghts, and perhaps
be the cause of some unhappy reflections. The General Grand Chapter, it is said, has
disclaimed these Degrees, renouncing for itself and subordinates, all legit'mate clai’u
jver them. If such be the ease, aud most of the counc Is heretofore established being
counted illegal ,all who have taken the Degrees tmder the above c remnsta nces,miist of
course bo clandestine. One of these councils was in successful operatiou in V.’ilmington
some 0-3 or uU years since-—one of its prominent members in vested ourcompani ns with the
Degress, aud placed them under coutrol of the Chapter—where thev have remained up to
iho present time.

The undersigned has improved occasions, heretofore, to urge the. acquisition of these
Degrees i..r the Clripters, where they most ajipropriately belong—the subject i.s still urged.

T \\^Lvn--ititution/.ili!y, of tlie so called side lu/jrecs^ h"is been seriously debated, and much
uumerded importance has been attached to them—as well might tVie propridtv of admit-
ting a woman be d'jbated in a masonic body. When let alone they r.r.? perfectly harm-
less iu themselves—gotten up by Masons merely u r pa.it'me—sums uuexeeptionab'e in
their umi'al, otbei'S jiertectly ridiculous, but all inteudod for amusement. It would be no
marvel, at some future day, to sec some progressive genius and sago, constitute these
playthiugs into an older, and hawking them about without even the authoritv o. a Ped-
lars license—claiming for them groat antiquity and moral w.irth.

Some ol the fraternity have indulged in the benevolent design of conferring peculiar
Degrees upon the tvivesand daughtei’S of iLasor.s, with a view to aid Iheir recognition as
such, .should occasion require—sueli practice should be li'owiied upon and checked. A
true Jlasoii would rcquii-c no such recognition ou the appeal of a woman—he is her
SW- rotector.

1 on tile subject of orders, it may not be amiss to allude to the scores of fantastic
secret societies continually springing njj, with pretended signs of recrgiiition, and pre-
ies.siqns as various and hidicrous as the most whimsica! Cou'd des-re—but all calculated
insidiously to lessen the iiifluence ot an institution which every Mason has been taught
to venerate, t he human mind is excited by novelties ; and whenever anv Theory is ad-
yancccl, especially if it be clothed iu any thing like a mysterious garb, there is a mani-
test aispi.siiion to rash into its embrace, tiioughtless of cousequeuces. Let every Mason
bo warned not to compromise his soleinu obligations by couutouancing anv mushroona
'vseem that may be held up for his alUiremcDt.

an individual iu the duties of the Chair, and impres.s him with the irnportauce of subor-
dination.

r, w. F.'.yxixo.
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llie (Jommiitee Proceodiiigs and Returns and G-rand Lec-

turer made the following report, which on 'motion of Comp’n E.

J. Lutterloh was rec;eived and adopted.

Tho Committee on Proceedings and Returns, beg leave to report that they have exam-
ined the several returns of the following Chapters and tind them correct;

Concord Chapter Mo. 1, Germanton Chapter No. 21.

Phccnix, •“ No. 2. Montgomery, “ No. 23.

Mt. Ai'arat, “ No. 3. Salisbury, “ No. 20.

Ihu'eka, No. 7. Concord, “ No. 5.

Oxford, “ No. S. Temple, “ No. 6.

Union, “ No. 17. Lrfayette, “ No. 11.

Ohorazin, “ No. 13. Key Stone, “ No. 18.

Lincolnton, “ No. 22.

3 tna.de from the following 'Chapters

:

Roanoke Chapter No. '1. Gaston Chapter No. IS.

•’Raleigh, “ No. 10. Warrenton, “ No. 9.

Connoho, “ No. 12. ’’Cherokee, “ No. 4.

C;, rus,
“ No. 24.

^''Received since the adjournment of Grand Chapter.

There exists a neglect of duty in making returns, some Chapters from the records have
declined making regular returns, for one or two convocations. We hope this evil will

cease.

Your Committee further rccomnjend to the M. E. G. H. P. to select a suitable Grand
Lecturer to visit and lecture all tlic Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand Body,
and that he be allowed Ten dollars fur services rendered, by this Grand Ch'ipter, for each
and every Chapter he visits, with such other amounts as subordinate Chapters feel wil-
ling to allow him.
Your Committee are desirous ofhavlng unifoi'mity in the work throughout the State,

believing it to bo of great importance Ig the Craft.

J. KEII),
A. MARTIX,
WM. BURGE.

Committet.

The Committee on 'M. E. G. IT. P’s. report relative to having air

Act of Incorporation, made tlie.following report, Avhich on motion
was received and adopted :

Your Committee to whom was referred so much of the Most Excellent Grand High
Priests address as relates to the Incorpoi-ation of this Grand Chapter, recommend that

ilie whole matter be referred to the M. E. G. H. P.

A. MARTTY,
T. W. BROWX.

Gomynittu.

Comp’n IT. P. Russell offered the foUowiug resolution:

liesolwd, That this Grand Chapter withdraw from the jurisdiction of tho General

Grand Chapter of the U. S.

Which was, on motion of Comp'n Custis laid over ’till our nest

annual convocation.

The Grand Chapter proceeded to the installation of officers, M.
E. R. G. II. P., P. W. Fanning presiding.

The M. E. G. II. P. made the following appointments :

J. T. Alexander, Lincoln, G. P. S.

II. T. Clark, Tarboro’, G. R. A. C.

Thos. TYright, Dvipliu, G. M. 3d V,
G. IT. Ivlakepeace. kTontgomery, G. kf. 2d k’^.



, Oomp’n Jas. H. Patton,
^

Asheville, Gf. M. ist A .

“ Eev. Jas. Reid, Louisbnrg. G. C-
“

'II. W. For, Wilmington, G. Tyler.
.

On motion of Compni Mtses, ' *•

Resolved, That §30 be paid out of the funds of this Grand Chapter to the Grand Treas-

urer, §oO to the Grand Secretary, and §15 to the G. Tyler, for their services during the

.present convocation.

The Minutes being read and approved, the Grand Chapter
failed from labor to refreshment, 'till to-morroiv morning 8

o’clock.

H. P. RUSSELL, G. Sedy.

THURSDAY EVER IMG, Jitste 8th, S o'clocic.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Officers in their staffion.

The Committee on Credentials- reported Comph Jas. Cos,
delegate from Cherokee Chapter, Ho. 14.

Comp’n Custis, submitted the following resolution, wliich
was adopted

:

Resolved, That the subordinate Chapters be instructed to send to the Grand Chapter
at its annual convocat ors, the number of stated and special meetings thej-.mav hold du-
ring the preceding twelve months.

Ro further business, the Grand Chapter closed in solemn form
to meet again on the fiifst Monday in June, A. L. 5865, A. I.

2385, A. D. 1855.

HEART P. RUSSELL, G, Sec^.



IN THE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

. E . .las. F. McKee, U’ihiunaton. M. E. J. S. Pender. 'Parborough:

'

Alex. MoKae, J)n. “ W. G. Thomas, Do.
<4 P. W. Panning, Do. “ Lewis Bond, Do.
u H. P. Russell, Do. “ .Tas. Mehegan, Do.
it Alfred Martin; Do. “ W. W. Daniel, Halifax,
t( Isaac Iforthrop, Do. G. N. M^ebb, Do.
ii D. McMillan, Do. “ Z. M. Paschall, Or,ford.

.( R. G. Rankin. Do. “ IVni. Burge, Warrenton.

Will. G. Hill,' SaJdiili. “ A. P. Yancey,
“ F. M. Capehiirt.

Murfreesborough

*{ E. H. Freeman, Do.
‘ Do.

it .lohn W. Cosby, Do. “ P. P. Clements, TIamilton.

u
,T. R. Harrison, Do. “ C. H. Jordan, Boxhoromjli.

«( Jos. M. Cox, Hertford. “ C. W. Wooley, Montfjomery.
it

J. W. A bertson. Do. “ J. S. G.bson,' Do.
it E. Mver.i, SaUshun/. “ A. T. Jerkins, Newbern.
it A. II. Ca’dwe'l, Do. “ I’eter Cust’s,

“ H. K. Nash,

Do.
It T. B. Nicholls, Phnnouth. Do.
4<

,1. Rimsev, Do. “ C. P. Mendenhall, Do.

c* John McRae, Favetteoille, “ Win. Sloan. Tjincoln.

ti E. L. Winslow, Do. “ Jos. K. B rd. Windsor.
il

L. R. Loftin, Duplin. “ Katcr Biggs, Do.
It Eli W. Hines, Do. “ B. J. S. Spruill, Do.

((

Tbos. liV ght,

Pride Jone.s,

Do.
HilDhorough.

“ IVm. Slade, Hamilton:

The above list comprises all the H'gh Priests, as far as can be at this time ascertained.

Shuu'd there be any oraissiims, the Grand Secretary would be pleased to receive notice,

to enable him to make a complete fteg^ster.
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«

CimiuIH.A. Ohapitv of Aorth. CaroUna,

In- account xolih T. W'. Bkown", Gfand Tceasui'O'.

1853.
June 8, To Amount paid for printing. S 00

11, H. R. For for Tyling, - - 15 00

4, Pulton & Price, - - 1 50

8, H. P. Russell, . 85 50

July 22, Donation Masonic College, - - 100 00

Oct. 26, T. Burr, Jr., printing. - - 90 50

26, Allowance to Grand Treasurer, - - 30 00

1854.
.Tau’y 3, R. G. Rankin, (loan) _ - 400 00

June 5, Amount to balance, - ’ 458 S3

§1,133 63

1S53.

June 8, By amount brought Forward, . - 838 S3

5, Dues received from Phoenix Chapter,
,
No. 2,

- - 15 00

5,
'' “ Mt. Ararat, “

S, - 30 00

5, Concord, “ No. 5,
- - 15 00

5,
“ Temple, “ No. 6,

- - 15 00
U <( t( Ureka, “ No. 7,

- - 15 00
« u u Oxford, “ No. 8,

- - 15 00
il u u Lafayette, “ No. 11, - - 15 00
u « a Chorazin, “ No. 13, - - 15 00
a u a Union, “ No. 17, - - 15 00
u U <i Keystone, “ No. 19, - - 15 00
a u a Salisbury, “ No. 20, - - 15 00
« « a Lincoln, “ No. 22, - 15 00
it « « Montg’m’ry, “ No. 23, - - 15 00

ermanton, “ No. 24, - - 15 00
<< a u Raleigh, “ No. 10, - - 15 00

Cherokee, “ No. 14, - 15 00
Dispensation for Louisburg, " No. - 90 00

S1183 8.3

Balance brought down, §158 -S:'



G-rmd Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina,

In account with Henry P. Russell, 6-rand Secretary.

2854.

June 5, By dues from Phoenix Chapter, No. 2 ;
Mt. Ararat, No. 8;

Concord, No. 5; Temple, No. 6 ;
Eureka, No. 7

;

Ox-
ford, No. 8 ;

Lafayette, No. 11; Chorazin, No. 13 ;

Union, No. 17 ;
Keystone, No. 19

;
Salisbury, No, 20;-

Lincoln, No. 22; Montgomery, No, 23 ;
Germanton,

No. 24, ----- -

Dispensation from Louisburg Chapter,
Dues from Raleigh Chapter, No. 10,
“ “ Cherokee “ No. 14, -

To amount paid T. W. Brown, Grand Treasurer,

HENRY P. RUSSELL.
Gi’o/nd Secrcta/ry,

Received since adjournment of Grand Chapter, $80 from Gaston Chapter, No. 18.

225 00
90 00
15 00
15 00

$345 00

$345 00



WORKING UNDER THE

Jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of ^orth Caroliua<

CONCORD CHAPTER, No. 1—WILMINGTON.

OFFICERS.

M. E. H. P. Russell, - H. P.
“ 0. L. Eillyaiv, - K.
“ R. Morris, - S.

Comp’n J. H. Elaiiner, - - C. H.
“ E. J. Lutterloli, - - P. S.
“ D. Teller, - R. A. C.
“ M. Mclnnis, - M. 3d Yeil.
“ M. Cronlj, - M. 2d “

D. A. Lamont, - - M. 1st “

“ J. A. Taylor, - Ti’easurer.
‘‘ A. J. Howell, - Secretarv.

H. W. Foy, - Tyler.

.MEMBERS.

P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P.

A. Martin, P. G. H. P.

Alex. McRae, Sr., P. H. P.

Isaac Northi’op, P. H. P.

Thomas Marshall,

'Thomas Cowan,
L. H. Mareteller,

D. McMillan, P. IT. P.

Alex. McRae. .Ir.

Treat F. Peck,
Owen Fennell,

Tlios. J. Faison,

W. W. Harriss,

E. Y. Kelly,

Wm. Murphy,
C. McMlUam
Alex. Lamont,
Alfi’od Smith,



(t. E. Frencli. Win. G. Jones,

T. E. Ganse, 'Win. Huntington,

John Christian, Jacob Lyon,

Win. C. Howard, Talcott Burr, Jr.

Thos. F. Euheson, John Smith,

John xNiitt, Owen Pennell,

Thos. W. Brown, ,las. Burney,

J3. E. Koberts, E. E. Troy,

John H. Fmvers. J. A. Barnes,

Win. C. Parks, AY. E. Ereeinan,

Wni. A. Burr, IT. Hirsh,

J. A. Silliinan, John Garwood,

J. E. Metts, C. T. Murph}',

T. J). Meares, J. TI. Wright,

John S. James, J. Wilkinson,

.T. I, McDiigald, W. D. Smith,

\Y. C. Winkings, S. Teller,

J. II. Allen, E, Maxwell,

A. A. Brown, Geo. Harriss,

Cyrus Packard, J. H. Planner,

Jos. Green, M. C. Turrentine,

Jas. T. Miller, J. B. Price,

D. A. Lainont, James Snow,

E. Benner, Sanil. Langdon,

A. B. Cliesnut, J. Mathis,

IVo exaltations; no rejections; no AvitlicliaAYals
;

no- deaths

no expulsions ; no suspensions.



PHtEXIX CIIAPTEE, Xo. II—FAYEPTE^XLLE,

01?jbT:CEKS. *

JsL E. E. L. lYinslo^,

I. TY. Saulbrd,
“ Jos. Ai’ey,
“ A. M. Campbell,
- A'. Prior,
‘‘ J. B. AYalton,

JoLii McEae,
J. A. McLauclilin,

Isbam Blake,

C. E. Mclver,
Geo. Lauder,

J. B. Ferguson,

B. F. Pearce,

Alexander Eiausev.

II. P.

K.
S.

Secretaiy.

Treasurer.

Janitor.

J. D. Auliiam.-?,

Janies Dodd,
Tlios. A^addili,

E. Glover,

Jas. McDaniel,
Jos. -R Starr,

Jolin Lawrence,

Ecceived 1.



m\ ARAKAT CHAPTER, jAo. HI—MURFREESBORO'.
OFFICEES.

M. E. A. P. Yancy. II. P.
“ R. E. Hart,
“ J. P. Bridger,

K.
- S.

“ J. Bangham, - C. H.
“ F. M. Capehart, - - P. S.

YAH. Adkins, - - R. A. C.
“ A. Britt, M. 3d Y.
“ J. R. Rochell, - M. 2nd Y.
“ Sami. Darden, - AI. 1st. Y.
“ F. M. Capehart, - - Treasurer.
“ J. A. R. Darden, - - Secretary.
“ G. D. Parker, Tyler.

>IEMBEES,

Daniel Brown,
E. T. Flill,

Q. H. Trotman,

W. Leary,

ALm. T. Byniim,
Thos. AMnghan,
Wm. II. Darden,

A. E. Grant.

J. P. Lee,

A. G. Jones,

John AVebh,
J. T. Beainall,

John H. Bishop,

J. L. Long,
Charles AAaun,

Eifi^lit exaltations
;
no withdrawals

;
no snspensions

;
no deaths

;

DIO expulsions; no rejectioDDs.

ROA'XOKE CHAPTER, AM. IP—HALIFAX.
jXo Return®.



o'!

OOXCOKI) rilArTEK,- Xo. V--TARBUPOUGH.

OfFICnKS.

M. E, James Mehegan. H. P.
“ Henry T. Clark. K.
‘‘ Elisha Cromwell, S.

Comji’n Win. S. Long, C. H.
‘‘ Josiah S. Pender, - n P. S.
“ Will. S. Diiggin, R. A. C.
“ Win. Harrell, G. M. 3d Y.
“ Kenneth Thigiien, - G. M. 2d Y.
“ John Knight, G. M. 1st Y.
“ Win. Horfleet, Treasurer.
“ Lonis C. Pender, Secretary,
“ Andrew J. Cotton, - Tyler.

MEMBEES.

Benjamin M. Jackson, Arthur S. Mooring,
Daniel S. Crenshaw,

*
Josse H. Drake,

Benjamin Batts, John F. Huges,
P. S. Sugg, John R. Mercer,
Bedden Daughtery, Win. Anch’ews,
Arthur Fix :man, Louis Bond,
John Mooi uig, R. H. Pender,
James Kelson, W. H. Smith.

'

Win. F. Mercer, John H. Drake,
Josiah D. Jenlvins, A. J. Gotten,
M. Worsley, Kathan Adams.

Tlirec exaltations; no rejections; seven witlidrawals; no death

no ex-2->ulsions
;
no snsi'^ensions.

#



TEiLPLE CHAPTEE, Ao. A'l—YaADSOE.

OFFICEKS.

11. E. Benp J. Sprnill, II. P.
“ G. 'W. lIcGlauhon, - Iv.

“ Eob’t IT. Smith, * -•
S.

CompA J. II. Cherry, P. s.

“ E. A. Parker, G. H.
Win. Gurley, E. A. C.

“ B. B. Eussell, G. 11. 3d Y.
“ Eev. David Harrell, - G. M. 2d Y.
“ Wm.P. Ellis, G. M. 1st Y.
“ Z. L. Simms, Treasurer.
“ Peter Hnmherry, Secretary.
“ J. S. Shejipard, Janitor.

MEMBEKS.

K. Biggs, Thos. H. Speller.

P. 11. IVinston, J. H. Bunch,
A. II. Thompson, C. Y^ilson,

Thos. W. Eeddick, S. B. Spruill,

W. E. Svann, Augustus Holley.

Three exaltations
;
no rejections

;
one -vvitlidrawal

;
no cle

no expulsions.



EUKEIvA CHAroZE, Ao. A'Jl-XEWBEEA-.

OFFICERS.

E. Peter Custis, - H., P.
“ John Ilarvev. - Iv.

“ 31. A. Outteii, -

(Jomp'n John D. Flanner,
-

0. H.
“ John D. 3YMtford Ih S.

I. Disosv.'ay, - E. A. C.
‘‘ Alex. 3Iiller, - G. 31. 3d 3L

.
“ 8. E. SpniToiv, - G. 31. 2nd T;

L. E. Clark, - G 31. 1st. Y.
“ E. E. Stanly, - • - Treasiu’er.

Chas. S. Alien, - Secretary.
“ T. Page Eicaud, - Chaplain.
'• AYhi. IT. Jones, - Tyler.

'.rE:sn!EKS.

A. T. Jerkins. Ed. E. Coward.
E. W. Jlontford. Oliver S. Dewey.
W. C. Hunter, Jacob Htley,

T. E. Wilson, 3Am. J. Pope,
3Y. E. Wellous, Jesse Harr,

James Hayyard, Franees Herritt,

George Green, Jos. AYhitty,

E, B. Harrison, F. S. Humphrey,
Allen Blount, J. A. Flodge,

Janies A. 3Iar. John Shackleford,

W, E. Frizzle, Dane Kamsev.
John A. 3Inrrill, E. A. Eusmil,
0. S. GrifSn, / A. F. H. Eolfc,

David 3Iarshall, C. S. Primrose,
Levi A. 3Ieyburn, 3Am. A. Pugh.
AT. L. F. Eedd, Calvin Cox;
Jos. A. Hartley,

Richard D. AVaiTcn.

J. 31. Patrick.

Sovontncn exaltations
;
no rejections

;

one withdi'a''''al S

deaths ; t'<:' <^xpu Isions ; n«'' suspensions.



I

2G

OXFORD OilAPTER, Xo. Xm—OXFORD.
OFFICEKS.

M. E. Z. M. PaschalL H. P.
E. L. Latham, K.
“ E. II. Hicks, S.

Compm A. F. Spencer, C. H.
“ Win. A. Philpot, P. S.
“ W. Barford,
“ J. T. Littlejohn,

R. A. C.

G. M. 3d Yeil.
“ J. LI. Strum, G. M. 2d “

‘‘ Thos. LI. Kaiiey. G. M. 1st “

‘‘ T. L. Hargrove, Secre tary.

R. W. Lassiter, Treasurer.
“ R. J. Devin, Chaplain.

Tyler.“ Wm. Daws,

MEJIBEKS.

J. E. Allen, T. L. Llargrave,

L. LI. Bullock, L. Latham,
J. D. Bullock. R. W. Lassiter,

R. J. Deven, J. T. Littlejohn,

Wm. Daivs, Z. M. Paschall,

Wm. T. EzeU, D. A. Paschall,

J. B. Green, L. A. Paschall,

E. H. Hicks, Wm. A. Philpot,

Archibald Taylor, G. Wortham,
T. H. Rainey,S. F. Venable,

A. F. Spencer, Jas. H. Strum,

R. P. Taylor, L. C. Taylor,

D. S. Wilkinson, J. R. Fuller,

J. S. Overby.

Two exaltations
;
one witliclrawals

;
one suspension

;
no deathsi

Y^^ARREX OHAPTER, Xo. TX-AFARREXTOR

.

No Returns.

f



RALEIGH CHAPTER, Ho. X—RALEIGH.
OFFICEES.

M. E. John R. Harrison, -

“ Clias. H. Johnson,
“ Dabney Cosby,

Comp’n Jas. T. Maniott,
“ Albert Johnson,
“ Win. H. lEgh,

T. J. Utley,
“ D. B. Griffin,

“ Elclridge Smith,
“ W. D. Haywood,
“ C. W. D. Hutchings, -

Janies S. Terrell,

High Priest,

Iving.

Scribe.
'

C. of the Host.

Prin. Sojoui’ner.

R. A. Captain.

G. H. 3d Y.
G. M. 2nd Y.
G. M. 1st Y.
Secretary.

Treasurer.

Tyler.

ME5IBEES.

Alston A. Jones,

William F. Collins,

Willie D. Jones,

Rob’t W. Seawell,

William T. Bain,

John W. Cosby,

James D. Hewsoin,
Jos. D. Powell,

J. M. Lovejoy,

Wm. D- Cooke,

Yilham G. Hill,

E. Yarbrough, Sr.

W. J. Clark,

R. T. Heflin,

J. 0. Jeffreys,

C. J. Rogers,

S. D. Beavers,

H. W. Miller,

Jas. M. Harriss,

John Kane.

Ho exaltations
;

no rejections; one withdrawal; one death

no expulsions : no suspensions.



I^Al-AYETTr; OlAPTEK, Au. XI—llILLSBOliuUGal
.

OFFICEP-S.

AI. E. 11. K. X^asli, H. P,
William Xelson, K.

“ D. D. Phillips, S.

Goinpm Thomas Webb, P. s.
“ Pride Jones, C. H.

S. D. Selipollield, - E. A. C.
“ Jas. AI. Palmer, G. AI. 3d AL
“ fA. C. Alurdock, G. AI. 2d V.
‘‘ William Dickson, - G. M. 1st A'.
“ .Tosepli Allison, Treasurer.

John D. AVilboro, - Secretarv.

,1. J. lAceland, Tyler.
‘

ilEMBOiS.

H._K. Xash, S. D. Schoolfield,

AVilliarn Xelson, J. AI. Palmer,
D. D. PJiillips, A. C. Alurdock,
Thomas IVebb, AVilliam Dickson,
Pride .Jones,

lohn D. Wilboii,

Joseph Allison,

John J. Freeland,,

D. A. Alontgomeiy, Gaston D. Cobb,
John Q. Anderson, John McCown,
Wm. F. Bason, John J. Allison,,

AYm. AlcCovi-n,

John C. Douglass,

B. L. Durham,
Alex. Dickson,

John F. Lyon, Antonio DiAIartiuo.

Samuel P. Moore,
Thomas Howerton,

George Laws,

One exaltation
;

one rejection
;
no withdi’awals

;
no deatliL-

;

no expulsions.

C'OXT)HO CTIAPTEK, XTo. XII—IIAMILTOA'.

X’o TOfurns.



OHOSAZIX CHAPTEK; Xo., Xin--^GEEEXSBOAOUGH,

OFI'ICEIiS.

E. C. P. Meadenhall, -

“ Jolin L, Cote,
“ Ilobt. Mitcliei!,

Compel R. F. -\niiiieid,

“ Joab Hiattt,

- J. W. Howlet,

J. 1''. Howlet,
“ <T. 13. Hoskins,

'\F. R. Untliank,
“ -L A. Houston,

T. C. Albrigkt,
" H. J. 'Warren,

H. Ik

X.
s.

C. H.
P. S.

11 . A. C.

G. lii. 3(1 V.
(i. 3^1. 2d Y.
G. M. 1stW
Treasurer.

Secretary.

J anitor.

OIElinEES,

Ralpk Gorrell,

Jed. H. Lindsay,

'Win. H. Cuiinnivig,

'Peter Adams,
Peter Tlmrstu i,

Orestes Smallvrood,

.iolin Hiatt,

A. S. Andrews,
David McKniglit,

Josep'ii A. ’'ddavcrlv,

B. Craven,

Eli F. Watson,
John O. Holt,

J. P. Simpson,
E. O. Macy,
D. X. Sherwood,
Jphn Kerr,

George G. Wallrer,
Wm. P. Mattington.
Ydm. Hendorson.

/lames M. hlillL,

Win. H. Reid,

W. J. hlcElroy,

X. hi. ("i-«rdner,

S. G. Cotiin,

.lolimujcs Xulil,

Jehu C. Lamb,
.lohn Eady,

Haley Brown,
Dempsev Brov n,

S^W. hicKnight,

IVilliani Gott,

R. W. Denny,
J. D. Donnell,

Edwin Watson,

R. X. McCulloch,
A. T. Gorrell,

ioseph Sears,

Jolm A. Graves,
1*. A. Holy
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lleni'v Snider, •

diaries Colbcy,

Jacob Hurdle,

Seven exaltations
j

jio rejections
5

no 'witlidi avals, no deaths

no expulsions
;
no suspensions.

.1. B. Gretter,

A. P. Sperry,

John L-eland,

CHEROKEE CHAPTER, Ko. XIY—HERTFORD.

OFFICES S.

M. E. J. W. Albertson, -

Willis IT. Bagley, -

“ Dempsey Barc.lit't, '

Coinp’n George H. Greer, -

Jos. G. Granberry, -

- J. IT. Cox,

M. D. Hatha-vvay, •
-

‘‘ J. M. White,
'• Win. Small,

“ Richard Felton,

Edwin Bruce,

John G. Berry,

MEJIBERS.

.! allies T . Reed,

Garins White,

Robert C. Jenkins,

Jlathcw O. Jordan,

George F. Dozzett,

tlohn H. Hinton,

Janies R. Hotiler,

H. P.

King.

Scribe,

C. H.
P. S.

R. A. C.

G. H. 3d Yeil.

“ 2d ‘‘

“ 1st
“

Treasurer.

Secretary.

Tyler.

Rufus K. Speed,

Tiros. Palmer,

Rev. Evan Forbes,

Malichi Boushell,

Will. H. Harrell,

Rev, Jolin A. Doll,

4MMir exaltations no rejections ;
no withdrawal ; one deatli

110 expuhions ; no suspensions.



J

UlNlO^’ CHAPTER, Ho. XYII—DUPLIN:.

OFFICEES.

M. E. Thonias Wright, H. P.

“ D. Bowden, K.
“ J. W. Blount, S.

Comp’ll J. W inders, C. H.
“ Henry Grimes. P. S.

“ J. E. Hurst, R. A. C.

“ Henry Swinson, G. M. 3d YeiL
“ W. Cooper, 2d ‘‘

“ David Wright, "• 1st
“

J. G. Dickson, Secretary.

J. W. Millard, Treasurer.
‘‘ D. B. Xewton, Steward.

MEilBEKS.
,

C. D. Hill, F. B. Millard,

H. W. Faison, L. F. Carr,

Wm. J. Hill, H. F. Murphy,

A. R. Hicks, W. H. G. Sykes,

F. 0. W’^ilson, Everett Peterson.

Joel Loftin, R. L. Wooten,

D. R. Kornegay, H. H. Hodges,

L. W. Humphreys, J. McDutfie,

W. F. Pollock,
^

J. R. Hatch,

Daniel Swinson, J. J. Baker,

L. R. Loftin, J. F. Williams.

E. C. Bowden, David Watkins,
D. Bowden, Speight Hill,

A. Guy.

Three exaltations; no rejections; five withdrawals; no deaths

no expulsions ; no suspensions.

/



GASTO^v CnAPTEJ;. No. XVIII—IKJXDUROIJGH
No returns.

NEYSTOXE CHAPTEK, No. XIX—PLYAiOUTlE
(.'I-TICICES.

I\I. E. J. Ilamscv.
“ J. McC. Povie,

“
^

J; A. Sprniil,

Comp'll H. A. Gilliam.
“ Win. Ballet.
“ J. Kelly,"

"

“ F'. F. Fagan,
“ E. Jones.
“ J. F. F. Phelp.=, -

“ H. B. Short,
'

-

“ T. B. XGcholls, - •

“ Silas .Murray,

Mornic

-lolin Brotvn,

E. llanhs,

\V. H. Bobbitt,

Warren W. VCanl,

E. II. White,
Allred Mitcliell,

G. W. Price,

Ilczckiah Ovrens,

Vv’O exaltations
;

no rejections

;

no expulsions ; r

High Priest.

King.
Sicribe.

O. H.
P. S.

R. A. C.

G. M. 3cl Veil;

“ 2d “

“ 1st
“

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Tyler.

.1 allies Alagcc,

J. W. Tncicer,

J. W. Sikes,

Thos. P. Wliitc,

J E. Pender,

Wm. W. Ward,
C. G. Phelps,

John Simmons..

no withdrawals ; no deaths

0 snspiensiong.



SALISBrur CliArTEll, AA. XX—SALISBURY

X. L. A. IL ('ukLvclK 1

1

. F.
•• 1). A.}Avis. K.
- A. Xesbitt, S.

Couip'nX* Riclnvine, C. IL
“ J. A. Holt. F. S.

” Alex. A'Eurdocli, R. A. C.

Clias. Lippard, G. M. -3d A'eii.

“ C. Coffin, G. M. 2d -

John Tajlor, G. M. 1st
“

J. D. Ramsey, Secretary.

Jos. F. Chambers^ Treasurer,
‘‘ 0. Woodson, Janitor.

ilEJIBEnS.

Hand James, Jas. A. Johnston,

Luke Blackmer, Ezekiel Myers,

John M. Coffin, Daniel Coleman.

Chas. L. Fartee, Joseph A. AYorth,

Henry C. Simonton. John Kelly,

David W. Honeycutt. James Farcoe,

X. D. Montgomery, John J. Shaver,

J . G. Ramsay, Rob’t Burns,

A. M. Booe,Braxton Bailey,

William Hunter, Thomas Trotter,

David D. Salmon. Jehu Hanks,

Furcel Thompson, Sami Taylor,

A. F. Alsabrook, John W. Ellis,

George Riley, Alex. Springs,

Baxter Clegg. John G. Bynum,
Turner Finckston, A. Honeycutt,

Robh- S. Yong. Geo. AAL Farabee,

James Morploiis, Sam'l Rose,

( j. W. Johnston. T. J. Bryen,

H. R. Austin, J ohn Taylor,

A. A. Harbin. J . B. Jones,

Lewis Gumb. A. G. Holder.

R. F. Bessent.^ R. D. A^anDusen,

IL H. Dent.
'

Hu'ace i.azelle.



I ). ] i. \\ ( )i.i( 1,

,1!. S.

Sam’l Ta vloj-.

'I’liws. A. Jjui’k,

.1. W. Wiseman,
r. ]\I. Boss.

'.riiirteen exaltations; no rejections
;

eleven vitlidrawals
;
two

(Icatlis
;
no suspensions : no expulsions.

LIXCOLX CITAPTEIl, Ada AIXII—LIXC'OJ.XTOA^.

OFFTCUJ;S.

l\f. E. AYilliam tSloau,

“ Elisha S. Earrett.

J;is. T. Alcxandei’,

(Aoinpui A. AY. I’urton,

L. P. Henderson.
,.\. AY. Gillespie,

.1). P. Biggs,
" .!. A. Caldwell,
•• AI. King,
" i). A. Jenlvins,

Z. A. Aloss,

•T. .\, .Jetton.

.1. (J. Carpenter,

d.'hos. VY. Branbi.rn,

AI. J.^Aydlott.

II. AY. TTudson,

High Priest.

King.
Scribe.

(.'. of tlie Host.

Prin. Sojourner.

It. ^V. Captain.

G. AI. .3(1 A ed.

dnd “

'• 1st
••

Secretary,

treasurer.

.Janitor.

A. J. Hause.
Hr. .J . AI. Ilappold,

J. C. Smith,

Ahram Alyer.^.

Besidents imt iiiemhers. Kev. S. Lander.

Hiree exahibions
;
no rejections; no withdrawals; no deailis

no expuLions ; no suspensions.



'

:^r^);STGOME^vY ( 'H APTEE, Xo. xxni—^rOATGOMEEY.

OFFICEES.

Y. E. Calvin \P. YYoley, -

’• J. H. Montgomerv. -

S. H. Cliristian,

Comp’ll A. H. Eicardsoii,

G. li. Makepeace, -

C. J. Cockran,
-I. 1). Ballai-d,

YCn. G. DebeiTv.
•• P. P. Ballard,

‘
-

James M, Lilly,

Ovveii Hadley,
'• Jas. (

'. Andrews,

H. P.

K.
S.

C. H.
P. S.

R. A. C.

G.M. 3d V.

2d -

" 1st
“

Secretary.

Treasurer.

Tvler.

WEMBEES.

James JV. McE-ao,

ALB. Miller,

John Boggaii.

S. M. B^lard.
E. T. Steele,

E. S. Allen.
1^. '\V. lYoolcy,

Davidson Hcanie.

Alex. McEue,
JYm. McEae,
J. T. Mathison,

J. Luther,

A. S. McLennan,
D. S. Miinroe,

J. O. Eoss.

Eiglit exaltations ; no rejections
;
no withdrawals; no deaths

no ex'!';' - ions : uo suspensions.



GEExMAlN’TO:\ CIlxlETEE, Ao, xYxAlY—GEEMAxXTOE

W

OFFlCEKr^.

M. E. J. S. Gibsuii,
‘‘ W. AV. Stediiuiij.

•‘ D. F. Dalton,
'

-

“ Lee E. Gibson.
“ G. M. Everhart,
“ H. M. Griuni,

J. AF. Gibson,
“ M. E. Bamier,
“ Dr. B. Jones,
“ E, Smith,
“ AV. FT. Gibson,

J. Atwood,

n. P.

K.
S,

C. H.
E. xA. C.

P. S.

G. AL 3d "V'eil.

- dd “

_
“ 1st

“

Secretary.

Treastirev.

G.

Four exaltations
;
one rejection

;
two withdinwals : no deaths

no expulsions
;
no suspensions.



PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

NORTH CAROLINA,
AT ITS

Hintlj Annual Cuntiofotion)

III WilmiHgtoii, N. C., on Monday the fourth day of June,

A. li. 5855, A. I. !i3S5, A. D. 1855.

WILMINGTON, N C HERALD OFFICE.

1 8 5 .5.



|l0i|nl ^rtlr Clinpter of tire State ai gortlr Caoiiira.

To

H. P. of Chapter JVo.

You are hereby ordered to cause the Proceedings of the Ninth Annual

Convocation of the Grand Chapter to be read in your Chapter within two

months after receipt.

Attest,

PETER CUSTIS, G. H. P.

Thos. B. Carr, G. Sec’tj.



PROCEEDINGS
or THE

NINTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION
OF THE

M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of N. Carolina,

Begun and held in the Hall of St. John’s Lodge, No, 1,

in Wilmington, N. C., the fourth day of June,

A. L. 5855, A. I. 2385, A. D. 1855.

PRESENT.

E. Robert G. Rankin, - - - G. H. P.

John A. Taylor, - - - - G, K. p. t.

“ L. R. Loftin, - .
- - - G. S.

Alfred Martin, p. G. H. p.,
- G. M.

P. W. Fanning, p. g. h. p.. G. P. S.

T. W. Brown, - - - - G. R. A. C. “

T, Page Ricaud, - - - G. M. 3d V. ‘‘

H. P. Russell, - - - G. M. 2d V. ‘‘

M. Cronly, ----- G. M. 1st V, “

H. P. Russell, - - - - G. Sec’y.

H. W. Foy, G. Tyler.

The Grand Chapter opened in solemn form, with

prayer by Reverend Companion T. Page Ricaiid,

G. C., p. t.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following

Committee

:

On Credentials—Comp’ns T. W. Brown and C.

H. Jordan.
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Tlie Minutes having been rea«3 and approved, tiie

Grand Chapter called from labor to refreshment

until to-morrow morning, at nine o’clock.

H. P. RUSSELL, G. Sec’y.

TUESDAY MORNING, June 5, 9 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

P R E s E N T.

M. E. Robert G. Rankin, - - - G. H. P.

E. C. II. Jordan, p. d. g. h. p., G. K. p. t.

E. Peter Custis, ----- G. S.

E. J. Lutterloh, - - - - G. M. p. t.

L. R. Loftin, - - - - - G. P. S.

J. B. Ferguson, - - - - G. R. A. C.

Thomas Wright, - - - - G. M. 3d V.

L. l^atham, ----- G.M. 2dV. p. t.

James C. Turner, - - - G. M. IstV. “

H. P. Russell, - - - - G. Secretary.

T. W. Brown, ----- G. Treasurer.

H. W. Foy, ----- G. Tyler.

Rev. T. Page Ricaud, - - - - G. C., p. t.

Comp’s H. W. Foison, C. F. Dewey, J. B. Gris-

wold, M. Cronly, L. D. Farmer, W. G. Thomas,

R. 3Iorris, P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., J. A.

Taylor, Isaac Northrop, P. D. G. H P., A. Martin,

P. G. H. P.

The Committee on Credentials, through Comp’n
Thos. W. Brown, chairman, made the following

report

:
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Your Committee report the following Representatives from their respective

Chapters, as properly entitled to seats in this Grand Body:

Concord, No. 1.. . .H. P. Russell, H. P., P. for K. and S.

Phoenix, No. 2.. . .Jas. B. Ferguson, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Concord, No. 5.

.

. .Wm. G. Thomas, P. for H. P.

Eureka, No. 7.. . .Peter Custis, H. P., K. and S.

Oxford, No. 8.. . .L. Latham, H. P. and K.

Lafayette, No. 11 .

.

. .Jas. C. Turner, H. P., K. and S.

Chorazin, No. 13.. . .T. P. Ricaud, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Cherokee, No. 14.

.

. .E. J. Lutterloh, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Union, No. 17.. . .Thomas Wright, H. P.

Gaston, No. 18.. . .C. H. Jordan, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Lincoln, No. 22.. . .M. Cronly, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Montgomery,
,
No. 23.. . .Thos. W. Brown, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Ashville, No. 25.. . .John A. Taylor, P. for H. P., K. and S.

Keystone, No. 19.. ..P. W. Fanning, Delegate.

T. W. BROWN,

)

C. H. JORDAN, S

Committee.

On motion of Comp’n H. P. Russell,

Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of the last Convocation be dis-

pensed with, each member being furnished with a printed copy.

An invitation was received from the Committee
from Concord Chapter, No. 1, to participate in an

excursion to the Black Fish Ground, and requesting

them to name a day convenient for their attendance,

which on motion, was accepted for to-morrow,

(Wednesday) morning.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following

Committees

;

On Unfinished Business—L. D. Farmer, T. P.

Ricaud.

On Charters and Dispensations—A. Martin, J. B.

Ferguson, L. Latham, 31. Cronly, T. Wright.

On Returns and Proceedings of Sub-Chapters—
P. Custis, J. C. Turner, E. J. Lutterloh, W. G.

Thomas, J. A. Taylor.



The 31. E. G. H. P. submitted his Annual Report;

Companions:
The hour of “refreshment” lias passed. We are about to resume labor

and revive once more those pleasant tokens of friendship which so strongly

unite in the bonds of brotherly love the various portions of our State—to form
anew, by the mystic influences of the Masonic tie, those better feelings of our
nature which, having for their broad basis brotherly love, liberality and
charity, must necessarily be engendered in this, our annual intercourse.

In discharging the important duties now devolved upon us, it becomes us,

as men and Masons, humbly to prostrate ourselves in the presence of the

Supreme Grand High Priest in supplication for His wisdom and counsel; His
wisdom to enlighten. His counsel to guide us.

In returning an account of my stewardship for the Grand Royal Arch' Year
just closed, I regret that I am unable to give a more flattering account of our

progress. The year has not been a propitious one for Masonry. In the

European' World strife exists—in our country, the minds of men have been

strongly pre-occupied by the financial storm which has swept from State to

State, and in none more sensibly felt than in our own.

Only two new Chapters have been organized upon application properly

recommended. I granted a Dispensation to the Companions in and about

Goldsboro’, to form a Chapter styled Goldsboro’ Chapter; and a Dispensation

was issued to Graham Chapter by Deputy Grand High Priest, E. Myers. I

presume their proceedings will be presented to you, and a Charter granted at

this session.

The appointment of a Grand Lecturer was left with me, but I have not been

able to procure the services of a Companion, willing to undertake the respon-

sible duty upon the conditions imposed. It is very desirable to obtain the

services of some one competent; but it is doubtless to our interest, if unable

to ofler sufficient pecuniary inducement, to wait until we shall have the strength;

in the meantime, new Chapters will have to rely, for instruction, upon the

many bright Companions to be found in every portion of our State.

Pursuant to your instructions I gave the requisite notice, and with the valu-

able legal assistance of Comp’n Robert Strange, submitted an Act of Incorpo-

ration for the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina, to the Legisla-

ture of this State, lately in session. Its passage was placed in charge of

Comp’n Dugald McMillan, the representative from this County, under w’hose

care, and with the aid of others, friendly, it became a law. A certified copy

has been procured, duly enframed, and is ready for your inspection. I also

procured a seal for the use of the Grand Chapter, and herewith present it to

you.

I have heard of nothing arising to disturb our social harmony, and fully

believe, that with the disposition of all Royal Arch Masons within our juris-

diction, to adhere to the ancient land marks, to abide strictly by Masonic law

and usage, that we have but little fear of any question arising to destroy our

unity or place us in the boundless sea of agitation. That we may always

exclaim, “ Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together

in unity,” is my earnest wish, my earnest prayer.

Not receiving a copy of the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter, I

addressed a communication to the General Grand Secretary, and have recently



received copies, and present them for your perusal. As it is more appropri-

ately the duty of your Committee on Foreign Correspondence to review them,

I refrain from any lengthened comments, and particularly, as it is probable

that in the discussion of a resolution introduced at your late convocation, to

which 1 shall presently allude, the proceedings will be fully discussed. The
Royal and Select Degrees have received attention, and being disclaimed by the

General Grand Chapter, we have no jurisdiction over them. They are, in my
opinion, too valuable to be lost, and I earnestly recommend to your delibera-

tion the adoption or recommendation of some plan by which they may be

continued. Our position in regard to the order of High Priesthood, has been

sustained, and this question, we may venture to suggest, should now be put at

rest. The establishment of a Representative Fund was negatived by a large

and decisive majority.

One great object of the General Grand Chapter being to establish uniformity

of work, I noticed with regret, that upon the exemplification of the work as

established, that a motion to discuss differences was not sanctioned. It is only

by free discussion, by a free interchange of opinion, by a courteous disposition

to hear fair reasoning on both sides of any question, that we may arrive at

truth, that conflicting opinions may be made to accord. And that there existed

a vast difference of opinion as to the work of the General Grand Chapter as

established at its session of 1850, and exemplified at the convocation of 1858,

is clearly evidenced by the detailed vote taken upon the report of the minority

of the “ Committee on Work.”
“That in their opinion, the said work, more especially as respects the Royal

Arch Degree, is so contrary to, and subversive of the land marks of Free

Masonry, that they cannot, consistently with their obligations as Royal Arch

Masons, recommend the same for adoption.” This report, clothed as it is in

strong language, was supported by bright Masons, and was only rejected by a

vote of 42 to 38.

1 Grand Officer and 11 Grand Chapters casting the 38.

4 “ Officers and 11 “ “ “ 42.

The question being virtually decided by the General Grand Officers. It may
be proper for me to say, that but for the illness of your delegate, this Grand
Chapter would have been represented, and her four votes sustained the mi-

nority of the Committee.

And it is further evidenced, that any degree of confidence was not secured

by the vote thus taken, a resolution having, towards the close of the convoca-

tion, been introduced by Comp’n Rapperl, of Mississippi, declaring the ina-

bility of that Grand Convocation adopting any particular mode and providing

for a General Convention to be held in May, 1855. If, then, those from whom
it is our duty and pleasure to seek light, exhibit such distrust, may it not rea-

sonably be expected that the uniformity thus attempted by the Parent Head
will be received with suspicion and must eventually fail Such must neces-

sarily be the effect.

A resolution introduced at our last session, proposing a withdrawal from the

jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, will require your attentive consid-

eration, and from the feeling exhibited on both sides, will claim your patience

and forbearance. The question is simply one of advantages and disadvantages

of our connection—whether to us it is not an entangling alliance, calculated

to prevent us from pushing forward, from an increase of subordinates, even
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frum an increase of good and true Companions, vviiliout one corresponding

advantage. In onr infancy, the opposition tlien apparent was reluctantly

yielded, as it was thouglit our adhesion would strengtlien us, promote

liarmony, and exercise a favorable influence upon Sister Grand Chapters,

refusing to acknowledge allegiance. But such has not been the result of our

expectations—as we have grown, the feeling of opposition then exhibited, has

grown with us.

The General Grand Chapter, it is contended, has failed in its mission, can-

not secure the confidence of all the Grand Chapters, and in my opinion, so

long as but a portion of the Sister Grand Chapters acknowledge it as the

Fountain Head of Royal Arch Masonry, while others disclaim allegiance, it

cannot accomplish its great ends—that it had better cease to exist, and if such

an institution is necessary, that one be established upon such a foundation

that all may meet under its broad banner, and all acknowledge it as the source

of “ light.”

The many unsuccessful efforts made to create a similar head for the symbolic

degrees, clearly proves that a supreme head is iiot needed, that Masonic senti-

ment is against it, and that if the question of the creation of the present Gen-

eral Grand Chapter was now for the first time agitated, it could not be estab-

lished.

There are several points to which 1 could ask your attention, but I have no

disposition to enter fully into the merits of this question, thereby anticipating

you in your discussion.

The General Grand Constitution has received important amendments, and

should you decide to continue subordinate to that Grand Body, it would be

proper to appoint a committee, to which theirs with our Grand Constitu-

tion, might be referred for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not they are

in any of their particulars in conflict.

The fifth section of the third article of the General Grand Constitution

recognizes all worthy companions, hailing from without the jurisdiction of the

United States, though they may not be in possession of the subordinate

degrees, and authorizes Chapters under its jurisdiction to confer the degrees of

Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, on such as have not re-

ceived them (free of charge), that they may thereby be healed, and become

regular Royal Arch Masons. Here then is a conflict in practice between this

and foreign countries; in the one requiring only the Royal Arch degree to create

a true and worthy companion; in the other, requiring all the degrees above

enumerated, and, in the cases of companions from abroad, a resort to the

process of “ healing ” previous to pronouncing them regular Royal Arch

Masons. In England the subordinate degrees are subject to and controlled by

the Grand Lodge; while in some countries, they are considered what they

really are, honorary degrees, and are not conferred previous to the Arch;

Chapters being independent of and exercising an independent jurisdiction. In

this country alone are they deemed necessary as preparatory for exaltation to

the sublime degree of a Royal Arch Mason, and, as far as my information

extends, they were not originally so conferred, but became subject to

“ Chapters ” at a date succeeding the introduction of Royal Arch Masonry

into the United States.

These countries, thus differing from us in practice, have been long estab-

lished, and were in possession of the mysteries and traditions of Masonry,

ages before the discovery of America, and it is to be presumed that their mode



may be correct; it has the sanction of the General Grand Chapter in the section

of the Constitution referred to, and in the mind of one well versed in the

history of the degrees as handed down to us—showing as it does a direct con-

nection with ancient craft Masonry—a reasonable doubt is raised, if the

conviction is not inevitable, as to the correctness of their position as conferred

with us.

Masonry prides herself upon her antiquity, her universality, her sameness

throughout the world, that her expressions of joy or sympathy can be poured

into the attentive ear of every tribe; and all nations, from the barbarous savage

to the most refined and enlightened, can frame to pronounce her language, and

are ever ready to respond to its demands for assistance or its calls for charity;

but this difference does exist, and these remarks are simply submitted, with

the view of drawing information, not only as to the cause, but as to the

propriety of placing them as we do under the jurisdiction and control of

Chapters.

In conclusion, I have again to return my thanks to the Companions of this

Grand Chapter; their counsnls have guided me, their strength has supported

me, their confidence has cheered me. I am not disposed to shrink from any

duty that may be imposed upon me, and shall ever bear a deep and lasting

impression of the kindness shown me by my repeated elevation to this distin-

guished office, but it is full time another should be appointed to fill this chair.

I have already held it too long, and feel confident that among so many, you

may find one, not more willing, but more able to serve you.

I pledge you once more my devotion to Masonry.

Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT G. RANKIN, G. H. P.

On motion of Comp’n Ferguson,
Resolved, That the Report of the G. H. P. be received and spread upon

the Minutes; and, also, that it be referred to a Special Committee for the

disposal of its several subjects.

Committee—Comp’ns Ferguson, Lutterloh and

Ricaud.

The report of the D. G. H. P. was submitted by

the G. Secretary, which on motion was received

and ordered to be spread upon the minutes.

Most Excellent Robert G. Rankin,

Grand High Priest of the Ch'and Chapter of J^orth Carolina.

M. E. Sir and Companions:

Imperative business engagements at home deprive me of the pleasure of

meeting with you at the present Convocation of the Grand Chapter. I herein

submit you a synopsis of my official acts during the present year.

On the 27th June, I granted a Dispensation to sundry Companions of Alam-
ance County, at the recommendation of Lafayette Chapter, No. 11, to open a

Royal Arch Chapter in the town of Graham, under the name of “ Graham,”

2
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and appointed Companions E. F. Watson, High Priest, Pleasant A. Holt,

King, and Alfred Apple, Scribe—the application I herein transmit to you; the

dispensation fee I have already transmitted.

In August I visited Asheville Chapter, No. While there I installed the

officers, exemplified the work, and conferred several Degrees.

On the 27th December, by invitation, I visited Lincoln Chapter, No. 22, and

installed the officers publicly; while there I exemplified the work, and con-

ferred all of the degrees upon several candidates.

I visited Chorazin Chapter, No. 13, in April, and conferred the several

degrees upon three candidates.

In taking leave of your Grand Body in my official capacity, permit me to

tender to you, and through you to the Grand Chapter, my heart-felt acknow-

ledgments for the high honors so repeatedly conferred upon me.

Truly and fraternally yours,

E. MYERS, D. G. H. P.
S.\LisBURY, May ^9th, 1855.

Comp’ll Fanning, Chairman of the Committee

on Foreign Correspondence, made the following'

report

;

To the M. E. Grand Royal Jlrch Chapter of the State of JTorih Carolina.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, appointed at your

last Convocation, respectfully Report; That the Proceedings of the following

Grand Chapters have been placed in their hands, to wit— Kentucky, Illinois

and Maryland, for 1853; Virginia, Vermont, Connecticut, Maine, Florida,

Michigan, Indiana, Missouri, Louisiana, Ohio, Alabama and Arkansas, for

1853 and ’54; Mississippi, for 1853, ’54 and ’55; Georgia, Texas and Wis-

consin, for 1854; Proceedings of a Convention for the organization of the G.

R. A. Chapter of California, for 1854; and also for the G. Chapter of Iowa;

Constitution of the G. R. A. Chapter of Indiana; Proceedings of the Grand

Encampment of Connecticut, for 1854; Book of Constitutions of the G. R. A.

Chapter of South Carolina; Eighteenth Annual Report of Teachers, &c. of

the Baltimore Collegiate Institute for Ladies; Extract from the Report of the

New York Conimittee on the subject of a General Grand Lodge; and last, not

least, the Proceedings of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,

held in the City of Lexington, Ky., September, 1853, presenting, as may be

supposed, an invaluable amount of Masonic matter, worthy the various en-

lightened sources of its emanation, and entitled to the most respectful consid-

eration of this and every other Grand Chapter, and of every individual Royal

Arch Mason.

In reviewing these documents, were the Committee to quote from their pages

with unrestrained freedom or comment thereon, even to a palliative extent,

the proportions of their Pieport would be distorted to a magnitude so distaste-

ful as, perhaps, to prejudice that wholesome consideration which a more dis-

creet course would have induced. Under these considerations, your Commit-

tee will be pardoned for not noticing, to the extent of their inclinations, the

voluminous Proceedings in their possession; contenting themselves, in their

investigations and references, by a compliance with the ordinary rules of
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courtesy and the reasonable demands upon their labors for- a faithful exhibi-

tion of all questions and transactions, affecting the interests of the Royal Craft,

of which they may have cognizance.

Opinions entertained by your Committee—or rather by the Chairman

thereof—antagonistical to the known views of those of reputed intellect and

high Masonic position, tend somewhat to embaiTass them in the preparation

of their Report—not that they are distrustful in any resjDect of the soundess

of their convictions—but from the apprehension that, possibly, their efforts

may be mis-spent by the production of an offering not altogether in accordance

with the just expectations of their Companions. But no one, especially a

Mason, should ever fear to combat error, or falter in a commendable perse-

verance for the maintenance of sound principles.

General Grand Chapter.—The Proceedings of this august Body, being

first in importance, claim precedence in your Committee’s respects. Its last

triennial session was held in the City of Lexington, Ky., Sept., 1853, and num-
bered Representatives from nineteen jurisdictions, viz. Alabama, Conne'. ricuf,

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi,

Missouri, Michigan, New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Rhode Island, S'l’iih

Carolina, Te.xas, Vermont and Arkansas. The brightest Masonic intellc. is of

the land were congregated in that Grand Body; and there is no retispn to doubt

but that every individual present was prompted, in discharging his duties, by

a sincere desire to promote the prosperity and general good of the Order. As
the wisest cannot scrutinize into futurity, nor unravel its mysteries with un-

erring precision, so could no human foresight have insured for the legisla-

tive proceedings under consideration, a full realization of all the benefits even

most reasonably to have been anticipated.

Frequent complaints are heard of the legislative action of the General G. C.

The Committee are not blind to the imperfections e.xisting in the present

organization of the General Grand Chapter—equally so with every department

of the Masonic structure—and with the sometimes injudicious legislation con-

sequent thereon; but, the fountain must be purified, if we look for wholesome
and refreshing streams; for, after all, the General Grand Chapter is but a con-

gregation of the subordinates, who, in that capacity, make laws for their own
government, and frequently thereafter complain of what themselves have done.

Were the whole government placed in the hands of the Committee, they have

not the vanity to think it would be bettered, or that they would have the

ability to harmonize prevailing discordancies. This much they do assert, that

no reasonable individual sacrifice should be considered too great for the ac-

complishment of so important a desideratum.

The most important decisions of the General Grand Chapter are as follows,

to wit:

1. That no Grand Chapter can define the duties or powers of a Council of

High Priests—that the anointment is unnecessary; but that, in deference

to long established usages, the same be recommended to every newly elected

High Priest at his earliest convenience.

2. That it is incompetent for Chapters to confer the degrees upon candidates

whose physical defects are such as to prevent them’ from conforming liter-

ally to all the requirements thereof.

3. That jurisdiction is not claimed over the degree of Past Master, so far as

the Master elect of a symbolic Lodge is concerned.
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4. That the officers of Grand Chapters possess no powers, incidental or other-

wise, except such as the Constitutions or express authority confer.

5. That any and all jurisdiction or control over the Degree of Royal and Select

Master is disclaimed; and that no question relative thereto shall hereafter be

entertained while in their present position.

In respect to Decision No. 1, touching the Order of High Priesthood, it

is familiar to the Companions that our Grand Body, in 1853, anticipated the

action of the General Grand Chapter, by placing it beyond the pale of that

fostering protection which it has hitherto enjoyed. It is still, however, per-

mitted by the General Grand Chapter to breathe in our assemblies, without

acknowledged parentage, and is very considerately recommended to the embrace

of those worthy elect, who alone are entitled to the honorarium.” The Com-
mittee, unable to perceive the honor attending an insignificant ceremony, or the

piquancy of the arguments adduced thus to render it, will, notwithstanding, as

in duty bound, bow in submission to superior authority. May not the Blue

Lodge be induced to profit by the example thus set, and place the Past Master’s

Degree in the same category?

In regard to all the Degrees beyond the Symbolic, especially beyond the

Royal Arch, it might not prove altogether so palatable to scrutinize too closely

even into t/ieir claims to legitimacy. Who will deny that the more you advance

in MaS'iiiry beyond the Masters’ Degree, the more you recede from its most

cherished and sublime precepts? And still, as you hopelessly press forward,

do you continue to destroy its universality, tending every step to become more

and more exclusive,—until finally, when at the summit, you look back and

discover the multitude, whose consciences, perhaps, were not as elastic as your

own, faltering and exhausted by the way side.

In recent Masonic publications, it is stated that, in order to be duly respected

abroad. Masons should, before leaving for the Continent, advance even beyond

the Templar Degrees—and further, that none but those who have higher Degrees

than that of Royal Jirch, make any ivay in Masonry abroad.” Whenever it comes

to this, that exclusiveness is to become the order of the day, and that real,

genuine, ancient craft Masonry has to blush in the company of pretended

superiors, the Committee will be ready to sever the bonds into which they

have been betrayed, and to advocate the abolishment of all assimilated organ-

izations cherishing sentiments tending to such pernicious tendencies.

Decision No. 2, in regard to the physical defects of candidates, is a difficult

subject to legislate upon; the Resolution cannot literally be carried out. The
true spirit is, according to the views of the Committee, to admit no one into

the Order, whether morally, or physically, or mentally defective, who might be

liable, under existing circumstances, to become a burthen.

Blue Lodges always claimed the prerogative of installing their own Masters.

Resolution No. 3 only confirms it.

Decision No. 5 gives a quietus to the Royal and Select Masters’ Degrees;

and they would seem now to be afloat. Many Royal Arch Masons in North

Carolina, and most of those in Wilmington, have taken these Degrees in a

Chapter, some few in a Council formerly established here—the charter of

which, dated January, 1822, is now in possession of the Committee. Several

again have taken the Degrees of Knighthood in a regular Encampment estab-

lished in this town. It is a query, whether or not Resolution No. 5 does not

render all such clandestine.
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Our Grand Chapter has considered the fees for instituting a new Chapter

rather exorbitant, and made efforts accordingly, without effect, for a reduction.

The fees of $90 are still retained in the G. G. Constitution; the reasons there-

for, however, if promulgated, might prove satisfactory.

Your Committee will now proceed briefly to notice the Proceedings, &c. of

State Grand Chapters.

Kentucky.—The Committee on Foreign Correspondence recommended that

the statistics of the Order and other valuable information receive more attention

in the Proceedings of the Grand Chapters. Interesting tables are presented,

exhibiting the names of Grand Chapters in correspondence,—their location,

—

time of meeting,’—officers’ names and number of Chapters, members, &c. under

each jurisdiction.

Illinois, 1853.—The brief address of the G. H. Priest expresses satisfaction

at the doings of the General Grand Chapter, in whose deliberations he had

just participated. The Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence

does justice to the several subjects discussed. In allusion to Virginia, they

say—“Although an independent jurisdiction, your Committee feel constrained

to treat that jurisdiction with the utmost respect, regretting, for many cogent

reasons, that her influence, her counsels and advice, have been withheld from

the G. G. jurisdiction.” Your Committee apprehend that the same remarks

would apply equally to Pennsylvania and Florida, or any other jurisdiction not

embraced in the compact. While these Grand Chapters stand aloof, indepen-

dent, untrammelled, ranging in paths prohibited to those who have united for

the general welfare, their course cannot be viewed with entire complacency, nor

fail to create, in a greater or less degree, feelings of jealousy and dissatisfac-

tion. Every member of the great Masonic family should be on the same

footing, and every department on an equality—hence, no branch thereof should

desire to occupy a position which self-denial, or a sense of obligation, has pro-

scribed to others.

Maryland, 1853.—The G. H. Priest, who is G. G. Secretary of the General

Grand Chapter, comments freely, if not properly, on the action of that G. G.

Body. He partially recedes from some of his former positions touching the

Order of High Priesthood, but in the main holds opinions in consonance with

those of your Committee. He says—“We trnist have the Royal and Select

Degrees within our jurisdiction,” even if the formation of Councils be neces-

sary. Your Committee would be adverse to such resort in this jurisdiction.

They are opposed to the multiplicity of orders, which have already swelled to

such an appalling extent, as to cause an unjustifiable expenditure of time, labor

and money from whoever may be tempted to seek the privileges of association.

The principle established by the General Grand Chapter, that an appeal from

a Grand to the General Grand Chapter cannot hold, is generally approved.

The G. H. Priest, in alluding to an amendment of the General Grand Consti-

tution, depriving G. G. Officers and P. G. H. Priests of membership, fears

that from certain indications, it will not be readily acquiesced in by some of

the G. Chapters; and, your Committee think, should not be. In his address

he pays a handsome and well merited tribute to the memory of a deceased

worthy Companion—Joseph K. Stapleton, late D. G. G. High Priest.

The Committee on Correspondence made a full and interesting Report, in

which every subject of moment to the Craft was ably discussed, and every
jurisdiction duly and respectfully noticed. The perpetuity of the G. G. Chap-
ter is advocated in a very sensible manner—the Committee expressing them-
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selves as being “desirous of, and determined to, lend their aid to the good

work of perpetuating its existence.” Here is manifestly evinced the proper

spirit, calculated to check the too prevailing tendency to uncharitable reflec-

tions. The importance of establishing uniformity, as to the beginning and

ending of the Royal Arch Masonic year is very properly adverted to. Were
the G. Chapters to agree on a specific time for holding all their Annual Con-

vocations, much good would doubtless result therefrom.

Virginia.—The Proceedings of ’53 are engrossed principally with abstracts

of the doings of the G. G. Chapter, abstaining from comments. The G. Chapter

has published a “ Royal Arch Text Book” at a heavy cost; and resolved “ that

one copy be sent to each G. R. A. Chapter.” Our G. Chapter would take

pleasure in acknowledging the reception of the valuable work. In the Pro-

ceedings of ’54, the Committee on Correspiondence compliments the G. Chap-

ters generally, and are zealous in justifying the position assumed by the G.

Chapter in reference to the G. G. Chapter, and of her appropriation of the de-

grees of Royal and Select Master. It would seem difficult to reconcile the

following declaration:—“ In the opinion of your Committee, a Royal Arch

Mason, made in Virginia, where the Select and Royal Degrees precede the

Royal Arch, would not and should not affect his obedience to the laws and

usages of Royal Arch Masonry, as understood and practised in the jurisdic-

tion in which he might hereafter locate.” How can Virginia consistently

admit a Royal Arch Mason who had not taken all the appendant Degrees

claimed by her?

Vermont.—The Communications of the G. H. Priest evince much labor

and ability, and cover a large field. Your Committee favor the views presented

by the Most Excellent, in his first address, relative to the mode of settling the

question ofjurisdiction of the Royal and Select Degrees—that is to place them,

by consent, under the control of Chapters. The G. H. Priest objects to the

salutary rule established, that no appeal can be taken from the decision of the pre-

siding officer of a R. A. Chapter, and asks for proof of the “ immemorial usage.”

We would respectfully point him as far back as the days when Joshua, Haggai

and Zerubbabel flourished, and he will at least find negative testimony to

support the claim, with not a particle of assurance that an appeal was ever

suggested. In his address of ’54, the G. H. Priest defends the G. G. Chapter

in a becoming spirit; and repels, in a pleasant vein, insinuations reflecting upon

his individual posture. Casuality prevented an extended Report from the

Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Connecticut.—The Proceedings contain able Reports ifrom the Committee

on Foreign Correspondence. Every jurisdiction in intercourse is courteously

noticed. The principal transactions of the G. G. Chapter are brought to view,

with little or no comment thereon, save only “ in the awkward position in

which the Past Masters’ Degree is suffered to remain.” In North Carolina,

the Chapters are placed in no such predicament, on account of the action of

the G. G. Chapter. Here we confer the Degree only on those who have taken

the preceding ones, or been duly elected to preside over a regular Lodge.

Maine.—The Committee on Foreign Communications continue to manifest

unwavering attachment to the G. G. Chapter, manfully combatting assaults

calculated to weaken its influence and jeopardize its existence. The several

G. Chapters in communication with Maine are appropriately introduced, and

liberal extracts made from their various interesting Proceedings.
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Florida.—I’his Grand Chapter is one of the three not affiliated with the G.

G. Chapter. The G. H. Priest in his address, however, brings to notice the

discussions of that Grand Body; and the Committee on Foreign Correspond-

ence, in a very lengthy and ingenious Report, devote the most of their labors

to a circumstantial account of the introduction of Royal Arch Masonry into

Florida—of the organization of the Grand Chapter—of its petition to the G.

G. Chapter for admission, and of its rejection under aggravating circum-

stances—of its subsequent hostility—of the position it now occupies, justifying,

with plausible pretext, all her acts in this connection; and appending, by way
of vindication, the Reports of Virginia Committees, appointed to consider the

expediency of acknowledging allegiance to the G. G. Chapter. We are pleased

to see that the form of Installation adopted by our Grand Chapter has been

approved and appropriated by Florida.

Michigan.—The Proceedings of 1853 evidence a proper attention to ques-

tions of interest. The last Proceedings are rendered peculiarly attractive by
the happily conceived address of the G. H. Priest. He discourses truthfully

on our Masonic obligations; and very pertinently remarks that, “ we cannot

learn and act our duty as Royal Arch Masons, without being morally and

socially benefitted thereby.” He complains, as does the Committee on For-

eign Correspondence, of the indecision of the G. G. Chapter, in not promptly

perfecting a uniform mode of work. “ The Grand Chapter of Virginia,” he

observes, “ does not acknowledge the authority of the G. G. Chajiter, and yet

it would be difficult to determine in what they are the losers by their indepen-

dent position.” And the Committee say, “they are of opinion that that G.

Grand Body failed to meet the expectations of its friends, or to be of any very

great practical benefit to Royal Arch Masonry.” Not having been present

on the occasion to participate in the deliberations of that Grand Body, and

consequently, having no direct knowledge of the peculiar mode of work ex-

emplified and rejected, your Committee are not prepared to join in the implied

censure. In regard to the loss or gain to those Grand Chapters who keep

aloof from tlie G. G. Chapter, they appear to occiqDy the position of outsiders

in a Lodge—have no voice in its deliberations; and their influence for good is

thereby sorrowfully abridged. In noticing North Carolina, the Committee
remark, that “ the Grand Chapter has no Committee on Foreign Correspond-

ence”—for no substitute a.

Mississippi.—The Proceedings are of an interesting character. The G. H.
Priest, in his address, feelingly alludes to the recent afflictions in that State by
malignant disease; “ the desolating ravages of which,” he says, “ have brought

sorrow and sadness into the family circle of many of our beloved companions. ”

He warmly speaks of the self-sacrificing devotion of the Fraternity in their ad-

ministrations for the relief of the sufferers during the sad visitation; and
trusts “ that the widows and the fatherless will receive the fostering care and
attention to which they are so justly entitled at the hands of Masons.” He
notices respectfully the action of the G. G. Chapter. The Committee on For-

eign Correspondence are not altogether satisfied with the action of that Grand
Body, in reference to the Royal and Select Degrees. On that subject they take

issue with the Grand Master of Arkansas, pressing hard upon him, as well as

on some others who eagerly claim to have established for these Degrees a juris-

diction beyond a doubt. The Committee seem to hold the Order of High
Priesthood in light estimation, viewing it as a mere side or Honorary Degree;

at the same time acknowledging that, “ upon several occasions, what is called
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a Council of High Priests has been held at convenient times and places to

confer the Degree,” although considered by them “ as non-essential, and form-

ing no part of Royal Arch Masonry ! !

”

We hope that Grand Chapter would not be understood as having given

countenance to a side, or unauthorized Degree. Alas ! for the unfortunate

Order of High Priesthood; it has enjoyed its day of sunshine, been esteemed

for its intrinsic worth, and now is permitted to retain only an equivocal reputa-

tion, by being kindly commended to the favorable regard of such as may be

entitled to an approach, and also disposed thereto.

The practice of indulging in the vices of intemperance, profanity and duel-

ling by Masons, is properly condemned by the Committee; and many of the

Grand Chapter Proceedings manifest an earnest disposition to discountenance

such Masonic improprieties.

Indiana.—The Proceedings of this Grand Chapter are marked by great

moderation. The Committee on Foreign Correspondence gracefully preserve

their equanimity, even when contending against an unprovoked sneer. The
G. H. Priest, in his address, with great propriety remarks, that “ the presiding

officer of the Grand Chapter should, in my opinion, maintain, when practica-

ble, frequent official intercourse with the Chapters under his jurisdiction; he

should be acquainted with their condition, familiar with their wants, under-

stand their various interests, and bring his influence to operate on them,

whether to restrain, to encourage, or counsel them against error.”

Missouri.—An indefatigable Brother is at the head of the Committee on

Foreign Correspondence. The Committee evidently do not view the G. G.

Chapter with much complacency. In allusion to its edicts, they observe, “ we
accord to her full credit for her acts; yet we are not disposed to be lavish in

our praises, when we deem her action rather the result of compulsion than

choice.” The Committee take issue with Georgia in claiming for G. Chapters

the paternity of the G. G. Chapter; and, we think, successfully combat the

illusion. Considerable uneasiness is manifested in these, as well as other Pro-

ceedings, at the pertinacity with which the Chapters are said wrongfully to

hold on to the Past Masters’ Degree. With an eye to the introductory remarks

in this Report, we say, let it alone; it is perfectly harmless in that position

—

besides, it affords a luxury to the companions, which they will insist upon

enjoying, or die. As well might you attempt to check the electric communi-

cation which sustains life, as to waste an effort to restrain the unbridled license

here claimed.

Louisiana.—The G. H. Priest, in his address, “ refers with humble thank-

fulness to the self-sacrificing devotion of our brethren in New Orleans, and in

many other places,” during the ravages of the fearful epidemic the past year.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in introducing the Proceedings of

the G. G. Chapter, observe, “ that nearly all their acts meet our cordial approval

and approbation.” The Grand Chapter, under the Report of a Select Com-
mittee, resolved that all Royal Arch Masons in that State, exalted in Chapters

not recognized by that or the G. G. Chapter, may, upon certain conditions,

be healed; and that any Chapter, constituted by any authority other than that

of the Grand or the G. Grand Chapter, may, upon surrendering its charter, be

re-chartered and admitted under that jurisdiction. It is understood, we be-

lieve, that all Masonic dissensions in the Louisiana jurisdiction have been

reconciled,—and that Masonry in that jurisdiction is in a healthy condition.
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Ohio.—The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in 1853, endorse the

decision of the G. G. Cliapter on the Order of High Priesthood. The Chair-

man of that Report, who is Editor of the Masonic Review, will do a service

by reconciling the action herein referred to, through the pages of that excel-

lent periodical. The Chairman of your Committee stands the champion of

the Order while in its present position, — even until it is restored or de-

stroyed.

In the G. H. P’s Address, Proceedings 1854, he directs attention to a serious

and growing evil in that jurisdiction—the increase of non-affiliated Masons

—

and observes, “ our Institution is suffering from many drones in the Masonic

hive; and, in my opinion, a remedy should be applied. Every Royal Arch

Mason should belong to some Chapter, and if he fail to perform his duty in this

respect, he should be taught ‘ that if any will not work, neither shall he eat.’
”

A Resolution is introduced by the Committee on Foreign Correspondence to

the effect, that “ the Delegates from that G. Chapter to the G. G. Chapter be

instructed to use their efforts at its next session to produce such action in that

body as will establish the beginning or ending of the Masonic year.” Your

Committee approve the suggestion. A Resolution, reported by a Select Com-

mittee, was adopted authorizing the transaction of miscellaneous matter in any

Lodge, open on any of the inferior Degrees, whereof it might properly have

cognizance, were it a distinct and separate body. We are inclined to regard the

action of the G. Chapter as inconsiderate. In the view of your Committee,

all business should originate in the Chapter; and no brother of an inferior

grade should, in any instance, be allowed a participation in business. The
Committee are aware of existing regulations and practice, which, however,

can never render noviciates entitled to “ share in the rich spoils of the Amo-
ritish wars;” impediments are in their path first to be overcome.

Alabama.—This Grand Chapter does not admit substitutes in exaltations

—

a rule at variance with the practice in our Chapters. The Report of the Com-
mittee on chartered Chapters exhibits a formidable array of irregular returns.

Every one charged with this responsibility should be admonished of the great

confusion caused by carelessness or ignorance in the preparation of their aimual

documents. Pressing duties and engagements prevented the Committee on

Foreign Correspondence from devoting such attention to their mission as its

importance demanded. They observe, in allusion to the G. G. Chapter and

the disaffected Grand Chapters, that “ your Committee, nevertheless, will in-

dulge the hope, that the day is not far distant when every Grand Chapter in

the United States will be harmoniously united in the support of the G. G.

Chapter.”

Arkansas.—The Proceedings of this Grand Chapter are exceedingly inter-

esting; rendered particularly so by the masterly Reports of the Committee on

Masonic Law and Usage, and on Foreign Correspondence. The former Re-

port enters largely into the history of the Royal and Select Degrees—assigns

the institution of the Royal Arch to about the year 1730, and alludes to a time

when Royal Arch Masonry separated itself from Blue Masonry, to, which it

had been attached, organized itself, invented three new Degrees, and com-
menced an independent existence: and also, that the Royal and Select Masters

formed themselves into Councils, and after a time, they too organized them-

selves into Grand Councils, and claimed an independent existence. Notwith-

standing the specious reasoning otherwise introduced, your Committee cannot

3
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agree with the “ very liigh authority” quoted, that “ the proposition to give

the jurisdiction of Councils of Royal and Select Masters to Grand Chapters,

embraces one of the greatest Masonic absurdities which could, by any possi-

bility, be presented to the mind.” The Committee, too, aver that they “ will

ever regard those who receive these Degrees in a Chapter as clandestine, until

they are healed.” Indeed! we trust this expression was penned in an un-

guarded moment of zeal without due reflection. Much labor is bestowed by
the Committee on the Past Masters’ Degree; and no little effort is made to de-

fine its position, and establish its origin. The opinion of a distinguished com-

panion is introduced, who holds that the Past Masters of a Lodge and those

of a Chapter, ought to have no common means of recognition. We confess

that, on this point, we should feel very awkward to be compelled to affect

ignorance to what we know, or to shut our eyes to the light we have once

enjoyed. Pie who undertakes to uproot settled customs that work well and

are free from pernicious tendencies, is engaged in an unthankful office, which

may cause him remorse, by the engendering of strife when all before was

peace. We agree with the Committee, that a Chapter should not call from

labor to refreshment from one stated or regular meeting to another. In peru-

sing the able Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, your Com-
mitttee cannot refrain from quoting therefrom the very appropriate remarks

relative to the disqualifications of candidates for the Degrees, in this strain

—

“ peculiarities of temper, litigious, impracticable or pragmatical disposition,

obtuseness of intellect, ease to take offence, a fiery and passionate temper, a

sarcastic turn, an irreverent and scoffing habit, intolerance in religion or poli-

tics, the vice of uncharitable judgment, a habit of slight regard for the opinions

of others: all these are good grounds for rejecting an applicant, as numerous

sharp and irregular angles in an ashlar warrant the master builder quietly

to put it aside as unfit for the building.” And again, in allusion to the too

common disregard of obligations, “it is greatly to be regretted that the sins

of commission and omission, in this respect, are by far too general within our

jurisdiction; that the obligations taken within the shadow of the Royal Arch

do not prevent slander, backbiting and evil speaking; that the guilty are allowed

too often to go unwhipped ofjustice; and that it is rarely the case that a Royal

Arch Mason undertakes to admonish a brother of his faults, or attempts to

check, restrain or reform him.” The address of the Grand H. Priest, in Pro-

ceedings of ’54, possesses uncommon merit. With few exceptions, your Com-
mittee agree in his opinions and deductions. On the occasion of his visitation

to a certain Chapter, he found that there were dissensions and ill-feeling among

some of the members; and that even two members present were not on speaka-

ble terms. Not understanding how such a state of things could exist, he “spe-

cially advised the Chapter that it must be remedied at once; that a Chapter

which allowed members to sit together who did not speak to each other,

itself deserved severe censure; and that it should at once enquire into the

cause of the difficulty, and remove such a reproach upon Masonry, by com-

pelling a'return to brotherly relations, or by excluding from the Order one or

both of the parties.” These sentiments, your Committee unhesitatingly declare,

should be carried out in every Chapter. The Grand Master, attaching far

more importance to the jorinciples of the Order than to its mere work, thinks,

nevertheless, that “ the G. G. Chapter ought never to be allowed to meet and

adjourn again, without selecting and fixing upon some system, and imperatively

requiring it to be followed;” and, he “ very much doubts whether any ‘land-
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marks’ are involved in any of tire discrepancies in the work in the U. States.”

Your Committee dissent entirely from the position assumed by the Grand H.
Priest in reference to a second ballot; instances do occur sanctioning its pro-

priety. Many Grand Chapters, even since the edict of the G. G. Chapter,

continue to organize Councils of High Priests. On this subject, we are glad

to introduce the views of so intelligent a person as Companion Pike. He re-

marks, “ the G. G. Chapter has decided that we have no power to define the

duties or powers of such a Council. And I am, therefore, seriously, inclined

to doubt, whether we can require that a warrant shall be had from the G. H.
Priest to open such a Council. If not, it would be better to ignore the matter

altogether, as no part of Royal Arch Masonry. ” “ It seems to me,” continues

our companion, “ that in this anomalous condition of things, it would be better

if it were at once made part of the installation ceremony.” What your Com-
mittee contend for is, that the Degree be placed somewhere authoritatively, or

blotted out forever. We cordially endorse the entire Report of the Committee

on Masonic Law and Usage, relative to the transaction of business only in a

Chapter, and the balloting for all the Degrees in the first instance. The sub-

ject of education is claiming the earnest attention of the Grand Chapter of

Arkansas, which has already voted contributions to a College erecting by the

Grand Lodge. The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in view of most

of the vexed questions interesting Royal Arch Masonry, being satisfactorily

settled, deem an extended report unnecessary.

Texas.—The Proceedings of this Grand Chapter manifest a respectable

degree of prosperity—some little irregularities are discernable;but a disposition,

creditable to our young sister, to adhere to the true principles, which should be

the proper guide of all who claim affinity with the great family of Masons, is

very apparent. The Grand H. P., in bringing to notice the great popularity

of the Order, truthfully observes that, “ while its portals are constantly crowded
with the idle, the curious, the designing and all classes of persons, who are

daily knocking at our doors, anxiously demanding admittance, cautions the

Companions against the danger of permitting indiscriminate entrance~the

unerring tests should be rigidly applied.” The Committee on Foreign Cor-

respondence speak favorably of the General Grand Chapter, whose acts they

unqualifiedly approve.

Georgia.—^Tlie Grand Master, expressing his satisfaction at the action of

the G. G. Chapter, and his regret that some of the State Grand Chapters still

remain independent of it—still views their course as not a fit subject of discus-

sion on that occasion—they acting on their own responsibility—and adds, “ I

have long thought, and have so expressed myself to you heretofore, that the

habit of criticising and censuring the acts of other Grand Bodies, has been

indulged to an extent, both unwise and unwarrantable. But justice to our

Supreme Body compels me to say, that the Reports of the Grand Chapter of

Florida, on this subject, have been, and still are, tinctured with a bitterness of

spiirit and a disposition to cavil, which no Free Mason can remark without

regret.” Your Committee would suggest, in this connexion, that it would be

next to impossible to notice the transactions recorded in the various interest-

ing annual Proceedings, yearly issued, without indulging more or less in

criticisms;—when this is dohe in a proper. Masonic spirit, as should always

be the case, instead of harm, unquestionable benefit must be the result. When
we present our work for inspection, we want to know whether it be approved
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or disapproved,—and if on application of the square, we are found faithful in

the discharge of our duties, wages are our due. The G. Chapter of Georgia

seems not to recognize a Committee on Foreign Communications. A compli-

mentary vote of thanks was tendered the retiring Grand High Priest, Wm.
T. Gould, who had served in that capacity, with great credit, for seven

successive years.

Wisconsin.—The Grand Master, in his brief address, attributes in a great

degree, the unprecedented prosperity of the Order, and the rapid increase of

its members, “to the liberal distribution of the published Proceedings of our

Grand Chapters and Lodges, and the vast amount of Masonic publications

throughout the States, which are constantly dropping before the uninitiated,

convincing them that Free Masonry is entitled to the high and exalted rank of

a scientific institution. They learn with astonishment that many of the great

minds of England, France and Germany, as well as of our own country, have

been, and are still, devoted to the solution of its principles, and the examina-

tion of its antiquity; that men of profound learning have entered the portals

of our Order as disciples, that they might find in its hidden and mysterious

love, assistance in their researches for knowledge.” The Committee on For-

eign Correspondence, in some well timed remarks relative to the reciprocal

duties devolving upon the various constituencies of the Order, and the settle-

ment of questions of difficult solution, pertinently ask,. “ is it wonderful that

Representatives of State Grand Chapters should hesitate about hastily thrust-

ing forward their individual opinions, and thus settling the question in an

authoritative manner.’ Is it not natural—nay, commendable, that they should

act with great caution, waiting for discussion among State Grand Chapters to

present the question in all its bearings,—thus exhibiting a proper apprehen-

sion of destroying that harmony, without which the Order would cease to

exist,—until full expression has indicated the proper and most satisfactory

method of determining the mooted point.’” The Committee speak in approving

terms generally of the action of the G. G. Chapter. They take occasion to rub

our Committee on Foreign Correspondence of 1853, for having “ utterly despaired

of presenting any Report at all satisfactory;” it should have been observed,

that the Committee was appointed on the 7th, and reported on the 8th of June,

being allowed for examination, deliberation and report, the extravagantly long

time of twenty-four houi's, which, if properly divided for the service of God, for

rest and refreshment, and for our usual vocations, would leave but an indif-

ferent share for important investigations.

California.—We are happy to learn, from the “ Proceedings of a Conven-

tion for the organization of the Grand Chapter of California, held in Sacramento,

May Gth, 1854,” that that Grand Chapter was duly instituted, having regularly

elected and installed its officers and adopted a Constitution. We welcome our

young sister within the Masonic circle, and hope she may become a shining

and enduring light.

Iowa.—We have also before us the “Proceedings of the Convention of

Royal Arch Masons, that assembled at Mount Pleasant, to organize a Grand

Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Iowa, &c.” The Grand Chapter was

duly organized, officers elected, and proceeded to the transaction of appropriate

business. We welcome Iowa, like our sister of California, to our fraternal

embrace, wishing her all the prosperity that she may desire, with the hope,

that she may become distinguished for her good works.



A copy of the “ Constitution, By-Laws and Ritual of the Grand Chapter

of the State of Indiana,” is before us. The Articles of the Constitution seem

to he carefully drawn up; and the form of Installation ceremonies are arranged

with propriety.

The “ Proceedings of the Grand Encampment of Connecticut” do not prop-

erly come under the consideration of your Committee. They will take the

liberty, however, of quoting a resolution, which they tliink was improperly

entertained, as follows: “Resolved, That in addition to the several Degrees

required by the Constitution of the General Grand Encampment to the subor-

dinates, this Grand Encampment will further require that the applicants should

have taken the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters.” This looks like legis-

lating for a superior Body.

Your Committee have examined a copy of “the Book of Constitutions of

the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of South Carolina,” and commend it for its

conciseness. The Constitutional Rules embodied in the book are generally

good, except the latter part of Rule XII, allowing trial in a Degree below the

Arch, and the entire Rule XX, although it is established law.

Your Committee are pleased in looking over the pages of the “Eighteenth

Annual Catalogue of the Teachers and Students of the Baltimore Collegiate

Institute for Ladies,” to find it apparently a valuable Institution, and enjoying

a high state of prosperity. We do not know that it has about it any Masonic

peculiarity, but wish it success.

A Pamphlet containing an “ Extract from the Report of the Committee on

Foreign Correspondence to the Grand Lodge of New York relative to the for-

mation of a National Confederation of the Grand Lodges,” is in review; but

any extended comment might be considered out of place.

Thus, having disposed of all the documents placed in their hands, your

Committee do not pretend to have done them full justice; nor do they even

hope that the manner in which they have discharged the arduous duty imposed

upon them will prove entirely satisfactory. They have endeavored, while

doing common justice to the mass of interesting matter subjected to their

investigations, to restrain themselves within the bounds of decorum and ra-

tional limitation; otherwise, had they followed the bent of their own inclina-

tions, they would have indulged in more profuse extracts from the very beau-

tiful compositions, which so greatly delighted them in the perusal.

Before closing their report, already too tedious, your Committee will ven-

ture to introduce several questions of importance, which for convenience, they

will number.

1. The question of withdrawing this Grand Chapter from its connexion with

the G. G. Chapter, is before this Grand Body. Your Committee, altogether

- opposed to the step, suggest the greater propriety, should the sentiment pre-

vail, of appointing a Delegate to the next G. G. Chapter, with instructions

to move its abolishment or dissolution. There appears, to your Committee,

the greater consistency in such a course ; and should the object be attained,

all the G. Chapters would then be placed on an equality of footing, which is

not precisely now the case.

2. Should its existence still be sustained, the Delegate ought to be instructed to

urge upon that Grand Body, the adoption of some uniform system of work,
to be respected by all its subordinates.

3. Also, to legitimatize, or abolish altogether, the Degree or order of High
Priesthood.

4. Also, to reduce the fee for Charters.
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5. Also, to establish a specific time for the beginning and ending of the Ma-
sonic year.

6. It is noticed by your Committee that, in some Grand Chapters, motions to

open and close are allowed—similar practice also is countenanced, very im-
properly, in subordinates. The presiding officer should understand his duty
in this respect.

7. Infringements of jurisdiction, also, are subjects of complaint. N. Carolina

has heretofore had cause of complaint in this relation, particularly against

New York and Pennsylvania. Individuals have been known to bid us

defiance—go abroad, and come back shaking the Degrees at us; and we
have consequently been forced to do on compulsion, what we would not do

of choice.

8. The practice in many Chapters of introducing together a plurality of can-

didates, in the several Degrees, is objectionable. We cannot reconcile the

idea of making Masons by the batch—justice is not done the Lodge or can-

didate.

9. Indecent haste in advancing candidates is an evil requiring correction.

Extreme emergency only should warrant less time than a month between

each Degree; nor should the candidate then advance, without exhibiting

sufficient proficiency in open Lodge. The impressions then made are most
lasting and most beneficial.

10. A Chapter should not call off from one regular meeting to another; it

should always be in a condition for opening on the return of each stated

meeting.

11. Every petition for the Degrees should lie over one month: a dispensation

only justifying a departure from the rule.

In the various Proceedings setting forth the condition of Masonry in the

several jurisdictions, it is evident that many drones are permitted to creep into

the Masonic hive; that many thoughtless and unprincipled persons have, by
some stealth, gained admittance within our sacred portals. They may be

recognized while using their passports for the purpose of imposing upon the

unwary of the Craft; while seeking to shun the path in which, haply, they

might encounter a spark, electrifying their sensibilities, and awakening them

to a just appreciation of the benefits which have been unworthily conferred

upon them. These things should operate to check the custom of indiscriminate

admissions into the Order,—reminding us promptly to apply the plumb, the

square, and the level to every applicant.

Your Committee had well nigh forgotten to notice, with marked disappro-

bation, a practice advocated in some of our respectable periodicals, and pre-

vailing to a considerable extent in portions of the country, which is no less

than that of conferring, by a sort of semi-official ceremony, a manufactured

Degree, christened “ Star of the East,” on Ladies—wives and daughters of

Masons. We see no earthly benefit to be derived by submission to these

ceremonies, even were they harmless or admissible. The admission of ladies

within the Lodge is out of the question;—why then attempt to impose upon

them the belief that they can advance a single step in that direction ? It is

time the progressive inventions of reputed Masonic Degrees should be

checked. Otherwise, there is no knowing where the rage for novelties will

stop. Everything must be governed by electric principles—all wholesome

restraints must be jumped over, and lightning speed will only answer the pur-
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poses of locomotion. Reason and reflection assuredly best become Masons,

who should never engage in rash or inconsiderate eccentricities. Your Com-
mittee have no objection to bring into proper I’equisition all the elements

of nature, and all the appliances of art; but are unwilling to trust, incautiously,

to unskillful direction, or commit themselves to the guidance of every headstrong

theorist. Masons cannot be too guarded against entering into conflicting

engagements.

Your Committee will, in the most comprehensive manner, endeavor to express

the sentiments which inspire them on the closing of this Report.

They believe that harmony is the strength and support of all institutions;

that it should prevail in every branch of the great Masonic family; that it

should be cherished by every brother, individually and collectively; that all

other aspirations should unhesitatingly be sacrificed for its maintenance; that

it should not be disturbed by intemperate debate, by personal implications,

or by impolitic legislation; in fact, that it should operate as a charm to recon-

cile all conflicting opinions and issues,—to settle all matters of dispute,—to

check the utterance of exciting language,—to promote social feelings and in-

tercourse,—to inspire to good resolutions,—to check evil,—and to bring about

a happy arrangement of all difficulties, misunderstandings, disputes, contentions

and dissatisfactions which may, at the present or any time, unfortunately ex-

ist within the Masonic bounds.

If every interest embraced within the Masonic limits could be represented at

some convenient point, and a spirit of conciliation and mutual forbearance pre-

dominated, with harmonizing dispositions, there is no doubt but that every

disputable question would be satisfactorily disposed of, and a good under-

standing agreed upon; so that, hereafter, all cause for bickering would forever

be put to rest. Such a consummation is devoutly to be wished.

Respectfully submitted, P. W. FANNING,
Chairman.

On motion of Comp’n Lutterloh, the report of

the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was
received and made the special order of this after-

noon at 4 o’clock.

On motion of Comp’n Lutterloh,
Resolved, That this Grand Chapter proceed to the election of officers for the

ensuing year, this afternoon at o’clock.

On motion of Comp’n H. P. Russell,
Resolved, That hereafter it shall be the duty of the Committee on Foreign

Correspondence to have their Report printed (at the expense of the Grand
Chapter), and ready for perusal on the first day of the Session of this Grand
Body.

The Grand Chapter called from labor to refresh-

ment, till this afternoon at 2 o’clock.

H. P. RUSSELL, G. Sec’y.
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON, 2 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor

Present—Officers as this morning.

Comp’ns Speight Hill, A. A. Harbin, T. B. Carr,

Isaac Northrop.

Concord,

Phoenix,

Concord,

Eureka,

Oxford,

Lafayette,

Chorazin,

Cherokee,

Union,

Gaston,

Keystone,

Lincoln,

Montgomery,

Ashville,

7,

8
,

Representatives of Subordinate Chapters.

No. 1, - H. P. Russell, H. P., and Proxy for K. and S.

Jas. B. Ferguson, H. P., K. and S.

Wm. G. Thomas, Proxy for H. P.

Peter Custis, H. P., K. and S.

L. Latham, H. P. and K.

Jas. C. Turner, H. P., K. and S.

T. P. Ricaud, P. for H. P., K. and S.

E. J. Lutterloh, H. P., K. and S.

Thos. Wright, H. P.

Dr. C. H. Jordan, Rep. Chapter.

P. W. Fanning, Delegate.

M. Cronly, Proxy for H. P., K. and S.

Thos. W. Brown, P. for H. P., K. and S.

John A. Taylor, H. P., K. and S.

No. 2,

No. 5,

No
No
No. 11,

No. 13,

No. 14,

No. 17,

No. 18,

No. 19,

No. 22,

No. 23,

No. 25,

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations

made the following report, which, on motion, was

adopted

:

Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations have had under considera-

tion, the By-Laws and returns from Goldsboro" Chapter, at Goldsboro,’ North

Carolina, and Graham Chapter, at Graham, North Carolina, both working

under Dispensation. The Proceedings of the former have been regular, and

their code of laws are, with a single exception, approved. The exception is

in the 11th Article, which recognizes the right of appeal to the Chapter from

the decision of their High Priest. An amendment of that section should be

required.

There are some irregularities in the Proceedings of Graham Chapter. From
their Proceedings, we find that this Chapter has frequently adjourned from

one regular meeting to the next; that when convened for work, they open in

any of the lower Lodges in which they have Degrees to confer, without first

opening the Chapter; and, in one instance, a Mark Masters’ Lodge was opened

with less than the requisite number;—this, however, may be an omission on

the part of the Secretary of the names of some of the officers.

The second section of Article IV in their code fixing the fees for Degrees,

place the sum at j^25; and again, in the same section, at $21. Section 2d of

Article V fixes the fee for membership at jS25; and section 3d of the same Arti-

cle fixes the fee for the Degrees at ^21. Section 2d of Article VII provides for

the filling vacancies in any of the offices at the next meeting, or any meeting

of the Chapter called for the purpose.



Your Committee are satisfied that it is only necessary to call the attention

of the Companions composing those new Chapters to these errors and irregu-

larities, to have them corrected, and therefore recommend that Charters be

granted them under their appropriate numbers—Graham, No. 28, and Golds-

boro’, No. 2!). Respectfully submitted,

A. MARTIN,
J. B. FERGUSON,
THOMAS WRIGHT.

On motion of Comp’n E. J. Lutterloii,

Resolved, That the Representatives of Graham and Goldsboro’ Chapters be

authorized to take seats as members in this body.

The Committee on Credentials made a further

report

;

Montgomery Chapter, No. 23, - - T, W. Brown, Proxy.

Mt. Lebanon “ No. 27, - - L. D. Farmer, H. P.

Graham “ No. 28, - - Henry C. Hurdle, Rep.

Goldsboro’ “ No. 29, - - L. R. Loftin, “

An election of oflicers, as per appointment, was

held, which resulted as follows :

Comp’n Peter Custis, - of J^ewbern, G. H. P.

“ Pride Jones, - “ Hillsboro', - - - - - D. G. H. P.

“ Z. M. Paschall, “ Oxford, G. King.
“ T. Page Ricaud, “ Wilmington, - - - - G. S.

“ Tiros. W. Brown, “ G. Treas.

“ Thos. B. Carr, “ “ - - - • - - G. Sec’y.

“ Luther R. Loftin, “ Duplin, ------ G. Marshal.

The Report of the Committee on Foreign Cor-

respondence was taken up,—and on motion of

Comp’n Martin, was deferred for further consider-

ation, to allow the Committee on Unfinished Busi-

ness an opportunity to report.

The Committee on M. E. G. H. P’s Address, made
the following report, which, on motion, was received

and adopted

:

The Committee, to whom was referred the Address of the M. E. G. H. P.,

beg leave to report that they would recommend the reference of the several

subjects of which it treats, as follows—so much as refers to Grand Lecturer,

to a Special Committee: so much as refers to Act of Incorporation and Seal, to

a Special Committee: so much as refers to General Grand Chapter, to the Com-

4



inittee of tlie Whole: so much as refers to the Subordinate Degrees, to a

Special Committee: and so much as refers to a Seal, to a Special Committee.

Respectfully submitted, JAMES B. FERGUSON,
E. J. LUTTERLOH,
T. PAGE RICAUD.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following Com-
mittees, in accordance with the above report

;

Committee on Grand Lecturer—Comp’ns T. W.
Brown, II. C. Hurdle and L. R. Loftin.

Committee on Act of Incorporation and Seal—
Comp’ns C. H. Jordan and John A. Taylor.

Committee on Subordinate Degrees—Comp’ns

W. G. Thomas, A, Martin and M. Cronly.

The Committee on Unfinished Business made
the following report, which, on motion, was re-

ceived and adopted

;

The Committee on Unfinished Business report that the Resolution ofComp ’n

H. P. Russell, proposing the withdrawal of this Grand Chapter from the juris-

diction of the General Grand Chapter, and the Resolution of Comp’n Custis,

requiring the Grand Secretary to prepare a Digest of the Proceedings of this

Grand Chapter from its re-organization to the present time, is the only unfin-

ished business appearing before them.

Respectfully submitted,

L. D. FARMER, Chairman,

T. PAGE RICAUD.

The following Resolution offered by Comp’n H.

P. Russell at the last Convocation, was taken up

and discussed

:

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter withdraw from the jurisdiction of the

General Grand Chapter of the United States.

After much discussion, the matter was postponed

till 8 o’clock this evening.

The Grand Chapter called off till 8 o’clock.

HENRY P. RUSSELL, G. Sec'y.



TUESDAY EVENING, 8 o’clock.

Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers and Representatives as this

afternoon.

Comp’ns J. Lyon, E. Turlington, A. J. Howell,

J. B. Russell, T. H. Lane, L. H. Marsteller, R.

Morris, W. W. Harriss, G. R. French, D. Kahn-

weiler.

Comp’n Russell’s motion to withdraw from the

jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, was

again taken up and discussed at length, when a vote

was taken by Chapters, and the motion lost.

Comp’n Taylor obtained leave of absence, and

appointed Comp’n I. Northrop his proxy.

No further business appearing, the minutes having

been read and approved, the Grand Chapter called

from labor to refreshment, till 8 o’clock to-morrow

evening.

H. P. RUSSELL, G. Sec’y.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, 8 o’clock.

Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

M. E. R. G. Rankin, -

E. Z. M. Paschall,

E. Peter Custis,

A. Martin, p. g. h.

L. R. Loftin,

J. C. Turner,

- - G. II. P.

- - - G. King.
- - - G. S.

p.,
- - G. M. p. t.

- - - G. P. S. p. t.

- - - G. R. A. C. p. t.



Thomas Wright,

M. Cronly, - -

L. Latham, -

H. P. Russell,

T. W. Brown,

H. W. Foy,

G. M. 3d V.

G. M. 2d V. p. t.

G. M. 1st V. ‘‘

G. Secretary.

G. Treasurer.

G. Tyler.

Comp’ns P. W. Fanning, P. G. II. P., C. H.

Jordan, L. D. Farmer, L. R. Loftin, T. B. Carr,

A. A. Harbin.

The Committee on Incorporation and Seal made
the following report, which was adopted

:

The Committee to whom was referred tlie Act of Incorporation and Seal of

the Grand Chapter, beg leave to report that they have performed that duty,

and respectfully recommend the adoption of the subjoined resolution, viz :

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter are satisfied with both, and accept the

same.
.1. A. TAYLOR, } „
C. H. JORDAN,

$

Commiltec.

On motion of Comp’n Martin, the Grand Chapter

then proceeded to the Installation of Officers, M. E.

Robert G. Rankin, G. H. P., presiding.

The M. E. G. H. P
ments

:

L. D. Farmer,

J. C. Turner,

J. B. Ferguson,

Thomas Wright,

H. C. Hurdle,

Rev. S. S. Bryant,

H. W. Foy,

Finance Committee

T. W. Brown.

made the following appoint-

Wilson,

Orange,

Fayetteville,

Duplin,

Alamance,

Germanton,

Wilmington,

—A. Martin, P.

G. P. S.

G. R. A. C.

G. M. 3d V.

G. M, 2d V.

G. M. 1st V.

G. Chaplain.

G. Tyler.

W. Fanning,

Committee on Foreign Correspondence—W. G.

Thomas, T. Page Ricaud, J, B. Ferguson.
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A communication was received from the Trustees

of St. John’s College, inviting this Grand Chapter

to unite in the ceremonies of Laying the Corner

Stone at Oxford, on the ensuing Anniversary of St.

John the Baptist.

On motion of Comp’n H P. Russell,

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter accept the invitation extended by the

Trustees of St. John’s College, and tliat they attend as a body the Laying of

the Corner Stone.

On motion of Comp’n W. G. Thomas,

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter appropriate Two Hundred Dollars of its

funds to the Masonic College now in progress of erection in the town of Ox-

ford; and that we further recommend this Grand Chapter to appropriate as

much of its surplus funds at each succeeding communication as may be deemed

expedient.

The Committee on that portion of the G. H.

Priest’s Address relating to a Grand Lecturer, pre-

sented the following report, which was on motion

received:

The Committee on that part of the G. H. P’s Address relating to a Grand
Lecturer, beg leave to report, that in their opinion his views on the subject are

correct, and they cordially recommend them to the consideration of this G. R.

A. Chapter.
THOS. W. BROWN,
L. R. LOFTIN.

On motion of Comp’n Rankin, the report of the

Committee on Foreign Correspondence was taken

up.

On motion of Comp’n Martin,

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be permitted to

amend their report.

Comp’n Lyman Latham obtained leave of absence

and appointed Comp’n Paschall liis proxy.

The Grand Chapter called from labor to refresh-

ment until to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock.

THOS. B. CAEE, G Sec’y.

t
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THURSDAY MORNING, 9 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

P R E s E N T.

M. E. Peter Custis, - - - - - G. H. P.

E. Z. M. Paschall, - - - - G. King.

E. T. P. Ricaud, - - - - G. S.

Comp. L. R. Loftin, - - - - - G. M.
a

li. D. Farmer, - - G. P. S.
cc J. C. Turner, - - - - G. R. A. C.
u J. R. Ferguson, - - - - G. M. 3d V.
u Thomas Wright, G. M. 2d V.
u H. C. Hurdle, - - - - G. M. 1st V.
cc T. W. Brown, - - - - G. Treasurer.
u Thos. B. Carr, - - - - G. Secretary.
u H. W. Foy, - - - - - G. Tyler.

II. P. llussell, J. C. Rhodes, R. G. Rankin, P. G.

H. P., P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., E. J. Lutterloli,

A. Martin, P. G. II. P.

The Committee on Returns and Proceedings

presented the following report, which, on motion,

was received and adopted.

The Committee on Proceedings and Returns beg leave to report, that they

have examined the .several Returns of llie following Chapters, and find Ihein

correct

:

Concord Chapter, No. 1. Eureka Chapter, No. 7.

Concord “ No. 5. Keystone “ No. 19.

The following Chapters have sent correct returns, according to the Consti-

tution of this Grand Chapter, but have failed to conform to a resolution of

the last Grand Convocation, requiring “ the number of Stated and Special

Meetings they may hold during the preceding twelve months :
”

Phoenix Chapter, No. 2. Lincoln Chapter, No. 22.

Lafayette “ No. 11. Montgomery “ No. 23.

Chorazin “ No. 13. German ton “ No. 24.

Cherokee “ No. 14. Asheville “ No. 25.

Union “ No. 17. Mt. Lebanon “ No. 27.

Ga.ston “ No. 18.

a
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Your Committee would recommend, that hereafter it shall be required, that

the Returns of Subordinate Chapters shall be signed by the High Priest and

Secretary, and have the Seal of the Chapter affixed thereto.

The following Chapters have made no Returns :

Mt. Ararat Chapter, No. ,‘l. Raleigh Chapter, No. 10.

Roanoke “ No. 4. Conoho “ No. 12.

Temple “ No. 6.
'

Salisbury “ No. 20.

Oxford “ No. 8. Cyrus “ No. 21.

AVarrenton, “ No. 9. Louisburg * ‘‘ No. 26.

The following is a Table of the Exaltations, Suspensions, Expulsions, &c.,

for the last year :

Concord, No
Phcenix, “

Concord, “

Eureka, “

Lafayette, “

Chorazin, “

. 1, .

2, .

5j .

IL
13, ,

E.\alti;d.

4 . . .

Rejected.

1 . .

.

Withdrawn.

0

1

Died.

... 0 ...

0 .

.

E.<pelled.

0

2

0 ... 0 0

Union, “ 17, ....3 ..

Gaston, “
18, ....3 ... 0 ... 0 0

Keystone, “ 19, ....0 ... 0 ... 0 0

Lincoln, “
22, .... 6 ... 0 ... 0 .... 0 .. 0

Montgom’y) “
23, ,....0 ... 0

Asheville, “ 25, . 9 0 0

Louisburg, “ 26, . .. 10 ... 0 ... 0

Mt. Lebanon “ 27, 3 ... .....0 ... 0 ....0 .. 0

In the Returns of Lafayette Chapter, ISo. II, there are two expulsions re-

ported. From the report of the Delegate from that Chapter, it appears that

Companions J. D. Wilbor and S. D. Schoolfield were expelled from that

Chapter; they having previously been expelled from Eagle Lodge, No. 71.

As it is a settled principle in Masonry, that an expulsion from a Blue Lodge
necessarily deprives a brother or companion of all the rights and benefits of

Masonry, we therefore recommend that the expulsions be confirmed.

Your Committee feel it to be their duty to call the attention of the Grand

Chapter to the fact, that the following Chapters, to wit: Roanoke Chapter, No.

4, Cyrus Chapter, No. 21, and Warrenton Chapter, No. 9, have made no re-

turns for three years; and Conoho, No. 12, has made none for two years;

which omission of duty, we think, requires decided action on the part of this

Grand Cliapter, and would suggest that they be required to appear by their

Representatives or Proxies, at the next Grand Convocation, to show cause

why their Charters should not be forfeited.

PETER CUSTIS,

JAMES C. TURNER,
E. J. LUTTERLOH,
W. G. THOMAS,
J. A. TAYLOR.

* Uftceiveil since tlie Gr.iml Cli.i|)ler closed.
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On motion of Comp’n Ferguson,

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due, and are hereby-

tendered to St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, and Concord Chapter, No. 1, for the

use of their Hall, and for the friendly manner in which they have entertained

us during the present Grand Convocation.

On motion of Comp’n Ricaud,

Resolved, That $30 00 be paid out of the funds of this Grand Chapter to the

Grand Treasurer, $50 00 to the Past Grand Secretary, and $15 00 to the Grand
Tyler, for services rendered during the present Convocation.

On motion of Comp’n Lutterloh,

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due and are hereby

tendered to the P. G. H. P., R. G. Rankin, and to the Past Grand Secretary,

H. P. Russell, for the zeal and fidelity they have ever manifested in the discharge

of their official duties, as well as their uniform courtesy as Companions.

On motion of Comp’n Lutterloh, the Committee

on Subordinate Degrees were allowed until the next

meeting of this Grand Body to report.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence pre-

sented their Report amended.

Comp’n L. D. Farmer obtained leave of absence,

and appointed Comp’n R. G. Rankin his proxy.

Comp’n L. R. Loftin obtained leave of absence,

and appointed Comp’n A. Martin his proxy.

Comp’n J. C. Turner obtained leave of absence,

and appointed Comp’n T. B. Carr his proxy.

On motion of Comp’n A. Martin, the further

consideration of the Report of the Committee on

Foreign Correspondence, was deferred until 2^
o’clock this afternoon.

The Grand Chapter called from labor to refresh-

ment until 2| o’clock, P. M.

THOS. B. CARR, G. Sec’y.
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, 2i o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers as this morning.

The Committee on Finance presented the follow-

ing report, which was, on motion, adopted :

The Committee on Finance beg leave to report, that they have examined the

books of the Grand Secretary and Treasurer, and find them correct and in

proper form.

The following is the state of the finances:

Cash balance in hand at last Convocation, f 458 33

Two Dispensations, ^90 each, 180 00

Dues from Chapters, 265 00

903 33

Disbursements on proper vouchers, 229 75

Leaving cash in hand, 673 58

In addition to the above, there are on hand three notes, money loaned

by the Committee, the aggregate of principal and interest being. . . . 1,140 77

Amounting in all to # 1,814 35

The following Chapters are in arrears:

Roanoke, No. 4, J 45

Raleigh, No. 10, 15

Salisbury, No. 20, 15

ViTarrenton, No. 9, 30

Conoho, No. 12, 30

Cyrus, No. 21 45

Mt. Ararat, No. 3, 15

Temple, No. 6, 15

Lincoln, No. 22 15

Germanton, No. 24, 5

Louisburg, No. 26, 15

Respectfully submitted.

THOS. W. BROWN,-)
P. W. PANNING, V Committee.

A. MARTIN, 3
On motion, it was

Resolved, That the Proceedings of this Grand Convocation be printed under
the supervision of the Grand Secretary and Comp’n H. P. Russell.

On motion of Comp’n Rankin, the Report of the

Committee on Foreign Correspondence was re-

ceived and adopted.

5
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On motion of Comp’n Rankin,

Resolved, That the t'hanks of this Grand Chapter are due and are hereby

tendered to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence for the able Report

presented by them, and that the example of zeal and industry displayed by
them in its compilation, is worthy of imitation by all Masons.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Digest

of Proceedings, presented a verbal report, and

were discharged.

The Grand Chapter then called from labor to

refreshment, until this evening at 8 o’clock.

THOS. B. CARR, G. Sec’y.

THURSDAY EVENING, 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Officers in their stations.

The Minutes of this and the preceding day were

read and approved.

No further business appearing, the Grand Chap-

ter closed in ample form, to meet again on the first

Monday in June, A. L. 5856, A. I. 2386, A. D.

1856.
THOS. B. CARR, G. Sec’y.
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A LIST OF HIGH PRIESTS
IN THE

M. E. Jas. F. McRee, Wilmington, M. E J. S. Pender, Tarborough.

“ Alex. McRae, “ ii W. G. Thomas, 44

“ P. W. Panning, “ H Lewis Bond, “

“ H. P. Russell, “ (( Jas. Mehegan, 44

“ Alfred Martin, “ (( W. W. Daniel, Halifax.

“ Isaac Northrop, “ (( C. N. Webb, 44

“ D. McMillan, “ ( ( Z. M. Paschall, Oxford.

“ R. G. Rankin, “ (( Wm. Burge, Warrenton.

“ Wm. G. Hill, Raleigh. (4 A. P. Yancey, Murfreesboro

“ E. B. Freeman, “ 44 F. M. Capehart, 44

“ John W. Cosby, “ 4 4 P. P. Clements, Hamilton.

“ J. R. Harrison, “ C. H. Jordan, Roxborough.

“ Jos. M. Cox, Hertford. 44 E. G. Reade, 44

“ Jos. G. Granbery, “ 44 C. W. Wooley, Montgomery.

“ J. W. Albertson, “ 44 J. S. Gibson, 44

“ E. Myers, Salisbury. 44 A. T. Jerkins, Jfeiobern.

“ A. H. Caldwell, 44 Peter Custis, 44

“ T. B. Nicholls, Plymouth. “ H. K. Nash, “

“ William Bagley, “ “ C. P. Mendenhall 44
J

“ J. Ramsey, “ “ William Sloan, Lincolnton.

“ John McRae, Fayetteville. 44 Jas. A. Caldwell, “

“ A. M. Campbell, “ 4 4 Jos. K. Bird, Windsor.

“ E. L. Winslow, “ 4 4 Kater Biggs, 44

“ L. R. Loftin, Duplin. 4 .

J. W. Haskins, “

“ Eli W. Hines, “ 4 4 B. J. Spruill, 44

“ Thos. Wright, “ 44 Wm. Slade, Hamilton.

“ Jas. W. Blount, “ 4 4 Joshua Roberts, .Asheville.

“ Pride Jones, Hillsborough. 44

44

James Reid,

L. D. Farmer,

Louisburg.

iVilson.

The above List comprises all the High Priests, as far as can be at this time

ascertained. Should there be any omissions, the Grand Secretary would be

pleased to receive notice, to enable him to make a complete Register.
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Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina, in Account

with Henry P. Russell, Grand Secretary.

1854.

July 25, By Dispensation Graham Chapter, $90 00
Oct. 9, By “ Goldsboro’ “ 90 00

1855.

June 1, By Dues from Montgomery Chapter, No. 23, 15 00
((

1,
“ (( Chorazin U No. 13,

((
1,

“ ( ( Lafayette (( No. 11, 15 00
((

2,
“ ( ( Asheville i i No. 25 15 00

((
4,

“ (( Concord it No. 1, 15 00

4,
“ (( Phoenix n No. 2, 15 00

((
4,

“ (C Concord i ( No. 5,— 15 00
(

(

4,
“ Eureka ii No. 7, 15 00

a
4,

“ (( Keystone, (

(

No. 19, 15 00
u

4,
“ (( Oxford, (( No. 8,

((
4,

“ ( ( Union, i( No. 17, 15 00
(

4,
“ (( Mt. Lebanon, (( No. 27, 15 00

a
4,

“ u Cherokee, (< No. 14, 15 00
u

4,
“ “ Germanton, (( No. 24,

((
6,

“ Gaston, i i No. 18,. .......

$415 00

To amount paid T. W. Brown, Grand Treasurer, as per receipts,. . . .$415 00

HENRY P. RUSSELL,

Grand Secretary.June 7, 1855 .
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LIST OF CHAPTERS UNDER JURISDICTION

OF THE

©frajibi’, fdtHi ©ai’Dliira.

Concord, No. 1.

Phcenix “ 2.

Mt. Ararat, “ 3,

Roanoke, “ 4,

Concord, “ 5.

Temple, “ 6,

Eureka, “ 7.

Oxford, “ 8 ,

Warrenton, “ 9,

Raleigh,

Lafayette, “ 11.

Conoho, “12,

Chorazin, “ 13.

Cherokee,

“ 15.

“ 16.

Union,

Gaston,

Keystone,

Salisbury,

“21,

Lincoln,

Montgomery, “23.

Germanton, . “ 94

Asheville,

Louisburg,

Mt. Lebanon,

I
U. D.Graham, . .

.

Goldsboro’,,
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RETURN OF CHAPTERS,
WORKING UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE

Mirant) C|ii])ter 0f Carolina,

1, jL. . cs.cc.

CONCORD CHAPTER, No. l—WILMmGTOJ\\

OFFICERS.

M. E. H. P. Russell, - - - H. P.
“ 0, L. Fillyaw, - - - K.
“ E. J. Lutterloh, - - - S.

Comp. W. C. Howard, - - - C. H.
“ I. Northrop, - - - - P. S.

“ D. Teller, - - - - R. A. C.

M. Cronly, - - - - M. 3d.V.
“ J. Lyon, - - - - - M. 2d. V.
“ M. Mclnnis, - - - - M. 1st. V.
“ J. A. Taylor, - - Treasurer.

“ Thos. B. Carr, - - - Secretary.

H. W. Foy, - - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

R. Morriss, E. V. Kelly,

J. H. Flanner, Wm. Murphy,

D. A. Lamont, C. McMillan,

A. J. Howell, Alex. Lamont,

Thos. Marshall, Alfred Smith,

Thos. Cowan, P.W. Fanning, p. g

L. H. Marsteller, A. Martin, p. g. h.

A. McRae, Jr. A. McRae, Sr., p.

T. F. Peck, D. McMillan, p. h.

Thos. J. Faison, R. G. Rankin, p. g.

W. W. Harriss, John Branton,
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N. T. Harriss,

D. Kalmweiler,

G. R. French,

T. F. Cause,

John Christian,

Thos. F. Robeson,

John Nutt,

Thos. W. Brown,

D. E. Roberts,

John D. Powers,

J. M. Foy,

J. H. Dali,

T. C. Worth,

W, J. Price,

W. C. Parks,

Wm. A. Burr,

J. A. Silliraan,

J. E. Metts,

T. D. Meares,

John S. James,

J. I. McDugald,

W. C. Wilkings,

J.H. Allen, •

A. A. Brown,

Jos, Green,

Jas. T. Miller,

R. Fenner,

A. B. Chesnut,

Wm. G. Jones,

Wm. Huntington,

T. Burr, Jr.

John Smith,

Owen Fennell,

James Burney,

R. E. Troy,

J. A. Barnes,

W. E. Freeman,

H. Hirsh,

John Garwood,

C. T. Murphy,

J. H. Wright,

J. Wilkinson,

W. D. Smith,

S. Teller,

R. Maxwell,

George Harriss,

M. O. Turrentine,

J. B. Price,

James Snow,

Samuel Langdon,

J. Mathews,

J. B. Russell,

M. Neuhoff,

E. Turlington,

W. H. Turlington,

A. Empie, Jr.

T. H. Lane,

S. D. Wallace,

B. G. Bates,

A. P. Repiton,

John Banks,

Luther Wright,

J. R. Beaman,

John Walker, Jr.

Owen Holmes,

R. Strange, Jr.

T. P. Ricaud,

W. E. Robitzh,

John D. Moore,

J. H. Prichett,

P. D. Frawick.

Eight exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals; no deaths;

no expulsions; no suspensions; ten regular meetings; thirteen

special meetings.
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PHCENIX CHAPTER, No. ll—FAYETTEVILLE.

OFFICERS

M. E. A. M. Campbell, - - H. P.
U Jas. McDaniel, - - - K.
U Joseph Arey, - - - S.

Comp. J. A. McLaughlin, - - C. H.
C( George Lauder, - P. S.

(C John Laurence, - - - R. A. C.
cc J. D. Williams, - - - G. M. 3d V.
u James Dodd, - - - G. M. 2d V.

cc J. B. Starr, - - - - G. M. IstV.
iC W. Prior, - - - - Treasurer.
cc W. S. Fowlkes, - Secretary.

cc David Wemyss, - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

Joha McRae,

E. L. Winslow,

Isham Blake,

E, Glover,

J. McRay Alford,

J. C. Moore,

J, B. Walton,

J. B. Furguson,

B. P. Pearce,

A. H. Whitfield,

C. P. Jones,

S. F. Venable,

J. A. Worth,

J. R. Carter,

J. McD. Jessup,

A. P. Hurt.

Five exaltations; one rejection; two withdrawals.

6
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CONCORD CHAPTER, No. M—TJIRBOROVGH.

OFFICERS.

Janies Mehegen, - - - - - H. P.

H. T. Clark, - - - - - K.

Elisha Cromwell, - - - S.

William Norfleet, Treasurer.

Louis C, Pender, - - Secretary.

VV. S. Long, - - - - - - C. H.

William Harrell, - - - P. S.

Kenneth Thigpen, - - - - R. A. C.

Mayo Worsley, - - - - - M. 3d V.

John Knight, - - - - - M. 2d V.

A. J. Cotten, - - - - - M. 1st V.

Josiah S. Pender, - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS,

Benjamin M. Jackson, R. H. Pender,

Daniel S. Crenshaw, W. H. Smith,

Benjamin Batts, John H. Drake,

P. S. Sugg, John Mooring,

Arthur S. Mooring, William S. Duggin

Jesse H. Drake, James Nelson,

John F. Hughes, William F. Mercer

John R. Mercer, James F. Jenkins,

Redden Daughtery, A. J. Cotten,

Arthur Freeman, Nathan Adams,

William Andrews,

Louis Bond,

John D. Jenkins.

No exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals; no deaths; no

expidsions; no suspensions.
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EUREKA CHAPTER, No. Vn—JVEIVBEIW.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Peter Custis, - - - High Priest.

“ John Harvey, - King.
“ M. A. Outten, - - Scribe.

Comp. John D. Planner, - C. H.
“ John D. Whitford, - P. S.

“ I. Discsway, - - - R. A. C.

“ Alex. Miller, - - - G. M. 3d V.

“ S. D. Sparrow, - - G. M.2dV.
“ L. R. Clark, - - - G. M. 1st V.

“ E. R. Stanley, - - Treasurer.

“ C. S. Allen, - - - Secretary.

“ T. P. Ricaud, - Chaplain.

“ Win. H. Jones, - - Tyler.

M E M B E: R s .

A. T. Jerkins, Jos. A. Hartley,

E. W. Montford, Prancis Merritt,

James Hayward, Jos. Whitty,

George Green, P. S. Humphrey,
0. S. Dewey, J. A. Hodge,

P. B. Harrison, John Shackleford,

Allen Blount, Isaac Ramsey,

James A. May, R. A. Russel,

W. R. Prizle, A. P. N. Rolfe,

J. A. Murrill, C. S. Primrose,

0. S. Griffin, W. A. Pugh,

W. C. Hunter, Win. H. Oliver,

T. R. Wilson, Rich’d D. Warren

Win. B. Wellons, John H. Lane,

E. R. Coward, Calvin Cox,

Jacob Utley, J. M. Patrick,

Win. J. Pope, J. Ct. Gillet,

Jesse Harit, M. P. Arendall,

David Marshall. S. D Pool,
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Levi A. Mevvburn, S. Attniore,

M. L. F. Reddj J. F. Jones.

Seven exaltations; one death; one withdrawal; one admission.

LA FAYETTE CHAPTER, No. XI—HILLSBOROUGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Henry K. Nash,- - - H. Priest.

U Daniel D. Phillips, - - King.
u Thomas Webb, - - - Scribe.

Comp. John M. Wolf, - - Capt. of Host.
cc Pride Jones, - - - - P. S.
cC Calvin E. Parish, - - R. A. C.
cc Alexander Dickson, - G. M. 3d V.
u John F. Lyon, - - - G. M. 2d Y.

cc S. D. Schoolfield, - - G. M. IstV.
cc Joseph Allison, - - - Treasurer.
cc James M. Palmer, - - Secretary.

MEMBERS.

William Nelson,

James C. Turner,

Thomas Howerton,

William Dickson,

Gaston D. Cobb,

Antonio Di Martino,

B. L. Durham,
John J. Allison,

John McCrackin,

John J. Freeland,

Daniel A. Montgomery,

Andrew C. Murdock,

William F. Bason,

John G. Anderson,

William M’Cown,
John 0. Douglass,

Samuel P. Moore,

Frederick Gerlant,

John A. Faucett.

Four exaltations; one rejection; one withdrawal; no deaths;

two expulsions; no suspensions.
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CHORAZIN CHAPTER, No. XUl—GREEJYSBOROUGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. C. P. Mendenliall, - High Priest.

Ci John L. Cole, - - King.
U Joseph Sears, - - Scribe.

Comp. J. B. Gretler, - - - P. S.

u J. F. Howlet,- - - C. H.
cc John Donnell, - - R. A. C.
u W. A. Dunn, - - G. M. 3d V.
cc J. B. Hoskins, - - G. M. 2d V.
cc James Kirkman, - - G. M. 1st V.
u Edwin Watson, - - Secretary.

cc Joseph A. Houston, - Treasurer.
cc Harrison J. Warren, - Janitor.

MEMBERS.

Ralph Gorrell, T. J. Patrick,

Jed. H. Lindsay, Charles Calbey,

Wm. H. Gumming, Jacob Hurdle,

Peter Adams, W. K. Blake,

Peter Thurston, Jas. Kirkman,

Orestes Smallwood, James M. Millis,

John Hiatt, Wm. H. Reid,

Joab Hiatt, W. J. McElroy,

J. W. Howlet, N. M. Gardner,

R. P. Armfield, S. G. Coffin,

W. R. Unthank, Johannes Kuhl,

A. S. Andrews, John C. Lamb,
David McKnight, John Eady,

Jos. A. Weatherby, Haley Brown,

B. Craven, Dempsey Brown,

Eli F. Watson, S. W. McKnight,

John 0. Holt, QO

J. P. Simpson, R. W. Denny,

E. 0. Macy, R. N. McCulloch,

D. N. Sherwood, A. T. Gorrell,

John Kerr, P. A. Holt,
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Geo. G. Walker,

Wm. P. Wallington,

Wm. Henderson,

Josepli Sears,

John A. Graves,

Henry Schneider,

A. P. Sperry,

John Ireland,

Wray,

T. D. McCiuistian.

Six exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals; three deaths

CHEROKEE CHAPTER, No. XIV—HERTFORD.

OFFICERS.

Jos. G. Granbery, - High Priest.

Dempsey Barclift, - King.

Wm. Small, - - - Scribe.

Jos. M. Cox, - - - C. H.

Jon’n W. Albertson, P. S.

Geo. H. Freer, - - R. A. C.

M. D. Hathaway, - G. M. 3d V.

M. 0. Jordon, - - G. M. 2d V.

Josiah H. White, - G. M. 1st V.

Richard B’clton, - - Treasurer.

tldwin Bruce, - - Secretary.

John G. Berry, - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

James V. Reed,

Darius White,

Dr. R. 0. Jenkins,

John H. Hinton,

James R. Hoffler

Dr. R. K. Speed,

No exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals; no deaths;

no expulsions
;
no suspensions.

Thomas Palmer,

Rev. Evin Forbes,

Malichi Bonshell,

Wm. Harrall,

Rev. John A. Doll,
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UNION CHAPTER, No. XYll—DUPLlJV.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Thomas Wright,

“ Benj. C. Bowden, -

“ David Wright, - -

Comp. Joel Loftin, - - -

“ Jas. W. Blount, - -

Daniel Bowden,
“ Wm. J. Hill, - -

“ Speight Hill, - - -

“ D. K. Kornega}^, -

“ Isaac W. Millard, -

“ Jas. G. Dickson, - -

“ Daniel B. Newton, -

“ Rev. L. F. Williams,

Higli Priest.

King.

Scribe.

C. H.
P. S.

R. A. C.

M. 3d V.

M. 2d V.

M. 1st V.

Treasurer,

Secretary.

Tyler and Steward.

Chaplain.

MEMBERS.

Rev. Lewis F. Williams,

Rev. Alfred Guy,

Wm. F. Pollock,

James McDuffie,

A. R. Hicks,

Louis F. Carr,

E. L. Powell,

Hanson F. Murphy,

Wm. E. Hill,

Evret Peterson,

H. W. Faison,

H. H. Hodges,

L. W. Humphreys,

C. D. Hill,

Henry Grimes,

Thos. B. Hill,

James G. Branch,

James Cannon,

David C. Maxwell.

Five exaltations; no rejections; one withdrawal; three deaths

no suspensions; no rejections.
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GASTON CHAPTER, No. XVIII--ROXBOROUGH.

OFFICERS.

M. E . E. G. Reade, - - High Priest.

cc Chas. H. Bradsher, King.
a Win. 0. Bowler, Scribe.

Comp. J. W. Hunt, - - - C. H.
CC C. Hamblin, - - - P. S.
CC J. Drumright, - - R. A. C.
U B. M. Williams, - - 3d V.
if. John Baird, - - 2d V.
U Thos. H. Nelson, - 1st V.
u C. S. Winstead, Treasurer.

u Wm. R. Webb, - - Secretary.

u John Ellison, - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

J. P. Moore, C. H. Jordan, G. M.

Jas. Barnett, R. C. Bailey.

Three exaltations; one death.

t

KEYSTONE CHAPTER, No. X\X—PLYMOUTH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. William Bagley, High Priest.

E. Henry B. Short, King.
“ Thomas E. Pender, Scribe.

Comp. Thos. B. Nicholls, - C. H.
“ Henry A. Gilliam, - P. S.

“ Enoch Jones, - - R. A. C.

Isaac Kelly, - - - G. M. 3d V.

“ George U. Peaice, - G. M. 2d V.

James Magee, - - G. M. 1st V.
“ Joseph Ramsey, - - Secretary.

‘‘ Joseph A. Spruill, - Treasurer.

“ Silas Murray, - - Tyler.
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MEMBERS.

John McC. Boyle, James W. Sikes,

John Brown, Edwin H. White,

Franklin P. Fagan, Thomas P. White,

Edgar Hanks, Warren W. Ward,

John F. Phelps, Charles G Phelps,

William W. Ward, .Tohn Simmons.

exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals; one death

no exptdsions; no suspensions.

LINCOLN CHAPTER, No. XXU~LIJ\'COLA^TOM

BI E M B E R S .

M. E. Dr. Will. Sloan,- - High Priest.

“ E. S. Barrett, - King.
“ J. T. Alexander, - Scribe.

Comp. J. A. Caldwell, - - C. H.
“ J. A. Jetton, - - - R. A. C.
“ L. P. Henderson, - P. S.

“ M. J. Aydlott, - - M. IstV.
“ M. King, • - - - M. 2d V.

“ D. A. Jenkins, - - M. 3d V.

“ 7_a. A.. Moss, - - - Janitor.

MEMBERS.

A. VV. Burton, J. Q. Carpenter,

A. M. Gillespie, Thos. W. Bradburn,

B. F. Briggs, A. J. Hause,

Dr. J. M. Happold, J. C. Smith,

A. Myers, R. P. Sloan,

Dr. J. B. Smith, Rev. E. J. Meynardie,

J. F. Aydlott, J. H. Goodell,

A. J. Schouhorg, G. Mausteller.

Will. Jenks,

Six exallalions.



MONTGOMERY CHAPTER, No. XXIU—MOJYTGOMERY.

OFFICERS.

M. E. C. W. Wooley, - - High Priest.

“ J. H. Montgomery, - King.
“ S. H. Christian, -

Comp.
,

-

“ C. J. Cochran, -

“ J. B. Ballard,

“ Win. G. Deberry,

“ P. P. Ballard, -

“ James M. Lilly, -

“ Wm. McRae,
“ S. M. Ballard, •

Scribe.

- C. H. (dead.)

- P. S. (withdrawn.)

- 11 A. 0.

- M. 3d V.

- M. 2d V.

- M. 1st V.

- Secretary.

- Treasurer.

- Janitor.

MEMBERS.

John Boggan,

N, B. Miller,

Alex’r McRae,

Jas. W. McRae,

Jeremiah Luther.

Hugh G. Lucas,

R. T. Steele,

A. S. McLennan,

D. S. Mu n roe.

Dr. P. W. Wooley,

D. Hearne,

Robert M. Allen,

Dr. O. Hadley,

.Tas. C. Andrews,

.John T. Mathison.

One withdrawal; one death.



GEIIAIANTON CHAPTER. No. XXIV—STOA'ES.

O F F 1 C E li S .

Comp. J. S. Gibson, - - High Priest

i ( B. Jones, - - - - King.
i i Y. H. Gwinn, - - Scribe.

U L. R. Gibson, - - C. H.
iC A. L. Belting, - - P. S.

(.i D. E. Field, - - .M. 3d V.
u G. H. Rennager, M. 2d V.
i ( Wm. N. Gibson, M. 1st V.
ii W. W. Stedraan, - Secretary.

i c Win. S. Gannaway, Treasurer.

u J. B. Kingsberry, - Janitor.

MEMBERS.

.T. W. Gibson,

.fesse Atwood,

R. H. Smith,

D, R. Leak,

.Tohn F. Hance,

S. Ivey,

J. W. Hunter,

W. S. Leak,

VV. VV. Petree,

M, R. Banner,

J. Stiers,

P. Felter,

P. Hutcherson,

S. S. Bryant,

A. M. Limeback,

R. G, Mays,

J. E. Shulls,

H. Holder.



ASHEVILLE CHAPTER, No. XXY—BUJVCOMBE.

OFFICERS.

Uonip. Joshua Roberts, - - High Priest.

U Jas. W. Patton, - - King.
u John Burgin, - - - Scribe.

cc R. B. Vance, - - - C. H.
u G. W. Whitson, - - P. S.

u G. Speare, - - - - R. A. C.

E. W. Chanceauhne, M. 3d V.
u J. McDunn, - - - M. 2d V.
(C J. M. Davidson, - - M. 1st V.

iC J. R. Osborne, - - Treasurer.

a M. M. Gaines, - - Secretary.

4C J. L. Crumley, - - Cbaplain.

CC G. W. Shacelford, - Janitor.

MEMBERS.

D. J. Roberts,

John Baxter,

Jas. A. Patton,

Win. Bryson,

J. T. Weaver,

J. A. Reagan,

Z. B. Vance,

J. M. Varnell,

Rev. John Reynolds.

Win. Hicks.

Two exaltation.?; one withdrawal; two deaths.
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LOUISBURG CHAPTER, No. XXVI.

O F F I C E It S ,

Comp. James Reid, - - - High Priest.

Albert M. Noble, King.

u James H. Yarboro, - Scribe,

Jos. J. Harper, - - C H.
iC N. F. Reid, - - - P. S.

(( Jos, B. Littlejohn, - R. A. C.

u A. Thomas, - - - G. M. 3d V.

u W. Harris, - - - G. M. 2d V.

cc N. B. Mapnburg, G. M. 1st V.

u Jos. A. Whitaker, - Treasurer.

u W. H. Furman, - - Secretary.

u W. F. Sykes, - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

P. H. Jozner,

William Gloss,

Calvin Stow,

Win. A. Stow,

John Shamblee,

John H. Brown,

Calvin B. Walker,

Wm. H. Strother, Jr.,

Nathan B. Walker,

L. A. Jeffre3^s,

Wm. B. Foster,

B. H. Sorsly,

David W. Williams.

Ten exaltations.



MOUNT LEBANON CHAPTER, No. XXYll—WlLSOjY.

OFFICERS.

Comp. Lany D. Farmer, - High Priest.

U Wesley Swift, - King.
U A. E. Gill, - - - Scribe.

W. H. G. Sikes, - - C. H.
U B. H. Bardin, - P. S.

U W. B. Turner, - R. A. C.
u Moses Farmer, - - G. M. 3d V.
u

J. G. Williams, - - G. M. 2d V.
(C W. F. Baron, - G. M. 1st V.
u

.T. W. Aycock, - Secretary.

(( W. D. Thomas, - Treasurer.
u D. W. Barnes, - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

William Cay, Henry King,

Harrington Daniel, U. S. Crenshaw.

B. C. Strickland,

Advanced to the honorary degree of M. E. Master, three; passed

to the Oriental Chair, three; received and acknowledged M.

E. Master, three; exalted to the most sublime degree of

Royal Arch Masons, three.
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f4R,AND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF THE STATE OF
HORTH CAROLIHA.

I

lA H. P. of
'

Chapter Ho.

You are hereby ordered to cause the Proceedings of the

Tenth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter to he road in

jour Chapter within two months after receipt.

PETER CHSTIS, G. H. P.

Attest: Thomas B. Care, G. S.



PEOCEEDIITGS
OF Tm-:

TENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION OE THE M. E. GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER ON N. C,

Begun cmd held in the Hall of St. Johrls Lodge Ho. 1, in

Wihnington, H. 0., on Monday., the second danj of

Jvnie, A . L. 5856, A. I. 2386. A. D. 1856.

PRESENT:
M. E. FETEE CUSTIS.

E. O. L. EILY^W,
E. T. PAGE EICATJIJ.

JAMES EEID.

Comp. L. E. LOFTiE.

W. H. JONES,
H. F. EUSSELL.
T. lY. BEOWE,

' F. W. FAEEIEG. F. G. H. F.

T. J. UTLEY.
T. B. CAEE.
H. H. FOY,

Uompanions M. Cronly.

E G. H. F.

The Grand Chapter opened in ample form with prayer by

Reverend Companion James Reid, G, C. pro tern.

The M. E. G. H. F. appointed the following committee :

On Credentials—A. W. Brown and W. H. Jones.

The minutes having been read and approved, the Grand

Chapter called from labor to refreshment until to-morrow morn-

ing at half past nine o’clock.

THOS. B. C^AEE. C. Seoi'etari/.

G. R. F.

G. K. pro tern.

G. S.

Chaplain.

G. M.

G-. P. 8. .

-
.

G. R. A. C. -

G. M. 3n Y. -

G. M. 2d Y. -

G. M. IstY. -

<T. Seceetaey.

G. Ttlee.

Turlino'ton. and E. G. Rankin.
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Tuesday Moen:(ng, Jme S, 9i- o’clock.

The Grand Cliapter resumed labor.

M. E.

E.

E.

PRESENT:

PETEE CUSTIS, G. H. P.

Z, M. PASCHALL. G. E.

T. PAGE EICAITP. G. S.

L. E. LOFTIH. G. M.

JAMES EEID. G. Chaplain.

W. H. JONES, G. P. S. p. t.

J. W. BLOUNT, G. E. A. C.

J. B. FEEGUSON. G. M. 3d Y.

T. J. UTLEY, G. M. 2d V.

H. C. HITEDLE. G. M. 1st Y.

T. W. BEOWN, G. Tkeasukee.

T. B. GAEE, G. SecretAKA’.

H. W. TOY, G. Tyler.

Companions P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., M. Gronly, E. Tur-

lington, E. F. Watson, A. M. Campbell, J. E. Fuller, C. D.

Hill, D. Watkins, E. G. Eankin, P. G. IE P., D. A. Lamont,

Josiab McCulloch, Jas. Mehegan, H. P. Clark, Benj. A. Batts,

Wm. Long, A Martin, P. G. H. P., W. -1. Price, H. P. Eussell,

John A. Stanley.

The Committee on Credentials, through Comp. Thomas W.

Brown, Chairman, made the folloAving report, wliicli u^as. on

motion, received and adopted :

The Committee on Credentials report the following representatives from Uieir res-

pective Chapters, as properly entitled to seats in this Grand Body :

Concord Chapter,. .No. 1 . . . .T. W. Brown, Proxy H. P.

0. L. Eilljaw, K.
I). A. Lamont, Scribe.

Concord Chapter,. .No. .'

.

. . .James Mehegan, H. P.

H. T. Clark, K., AV. S. Long, S.

Eureka, No. 7. . . .AV. H. Jones, Proxy for H. P. K. and Scribe.
Oxford, No. S. . . .Z. M. Pascball, H. P., J. R. Fuller, Proxy for K.
Raleigh, No. 10. . . .Thomas J. Utley, Proxy for H. P.

Union, No. 17 J. W. Blount, H. P. and Proxy for Scribe.
Uniop, No. 17. , . .C. B. Hill, King.
Keystone,.' No. 19 P. W. Fanning, Representative.
Montgomery, No. 23 .... R. G. Rankin, Proxy for H. P. Iv. and S.

Germauton,’ No. 24. . . . J. S. Gibson, H. P., and R. G. Mays, Proxy for K.
Louisburg, No. 26. . . .James Reid, H. P., and J. R. Fuller, Proxy for K.
Graham No. 28. . ,

.E. F. AA''atsou, II. P., James McCuIIock, S.'

Mount Ararat, . . . .No. 8. . . .Companion Capehart, H. P.
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Asheville, Xo. -2b M. Cronlj', Represeutative.

Phoeeix, No. 2. . . .James B. Ferguson, Proxj’ K.

Phoenix, No. 2. . . .A. M. Campbell, Proxy S.

Vh. jonS1
Ou luotion of Comp. T. F. Ficaiicl, it was

Resolved, That the' reading of the minutes of the last Convocation be dispensed

with, each member being furnished with a printed' copy.

The M. E. G. H. P. appointed the following committees

:

On Unfinished Business—H. T. Clark,' A. M. Campbell,

T. J. Utley and E. E. Watson.

On Charters and Dispensations— 1'\ M. Capehart and J. W.

Blount.

On .Returns and ProccedAngs of Idab-Ghagoters—ih. W. Fan-

ning, P. G. H. P.. C. D. Hill, James Peid, J. B. Ferguson and

O. L. Eillyaw.

The M. E. G. H. P. submitted his Annual Eeport

;

COMP.-tNIONS :•

—

As Representatives of your respective Chapters, you have agyiu met together for

the purpose of settling- all difficulties which may have arisen; of giving such advice and
instructions as may seem most coiiducive to their peace,- and of devising such meas-

ures as may best advance the great cauhe of benevolence and virtue.

The God of our Fathers has been invoked to be with us iu our deliberations
;
to cm

lighten our understandings, and to harmonize our feelings—and it i-emains for us, in

all our conduct during the present session, by striving to subdue evei’j discordant pas-

sion within us, to render ourselves worthy of his presence—it remains for us, by bend-
ing every energy to the great cause in which we are engaged, so to perform our dut3f

here that we may return to our homes with the, proud satisfaction of having fully dis-

charged our duty to ,the craft.

In reviewing the proceedings of this Grand Chapter, since its re-organizatiou in 1847,

I think we have no ground for dissatisfaction, but, ou the contrary, ample cause for

thankfulness. Royal Arch Masoiirv has been, and is steadily increasing; but
nine years have elapsed since a number of Chapters, barely sufficient, met for the pur-

pose of re-establishing this Grand Body
;
and now, twenty-seven Chapters in different

parts of the State, rvith a membership constantly increasing and with earnest hearts

and minds, are busily engaged iu rebuilding the House of the Lord.
And here—while we are 'taking the first steps iu our advancement, and laying the

foundation of our future prosperity and usefulness—a word of warning ma}' not be
amiss. It isau old but true adage, that “Strength does not consist iu numbers.’’ The
tendency of human nature is so prone to corruption, that the moral strength and pu-
rity of all human associations must decrease iu an inverse ratio, as their numbers in-

crease; and how much morcTapidl^- must disorganization ensnOj when the fundamen-
tal laws and requisites ot admission into a societ\\ are set aside or neglected. How
highl}^ this truth vuis appreciated, and how carefully guarded agaiust, is evinced in all

the laws and charges'of our own beloved order. How plain is the language, that “ The
claims of ever}' candidate should be examined with the most scrutinizing- eye, and nene
admitted, but those who will promote the great ends of our noble institution and
with what particularity does Masonry de-aiand from each High Priest, at his installation

the solemn promise, “ that he will not exalt any one to this degree, who has not shewn
a humane and charitable disposition, or who has not made a considerable proficiency

iu the foregoiug degrees.” How important is it, when we reflect, that we are “ build-
ing a Spiritual House, an hol^' Priesthood to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God.
Remember! that v.'heu an unworthy candidate is exalted, j'ou are not only admit-

ting an impure heart and defiled hand to minister ,at your altar : that you are not only
placing au imperfect piece of work in the House of the Lord—but you are unlocking
the hearts of all Royal Arch Masons, thro-ughout the world and thrusting upon their

companionship an unwortht' brother, .and erecting a living monument to your own
disgrace.



The pforicieucy required by the laws of Masonry, before adranciug a brother, is, noi
only that he has acquired knowledge enough to work his way into a Lodge or Chapter,
but from all the ceremonies and charges as set forth in her ritual, a moral advance-
ment is clearly contemplated. The first duty taught the entered apprentice, is his du-
ty to his God, in never mentioning His sacred name, without that reverence due from
the creature to his Creator. If any brother, after his initiation, should shew no signs
of moral improvement, and be habitually guilty of taking the name of God in vain,
the first sublime lesson of Masonry has fallen unheeded upon a stony heart. How
can the Master of a Lodge, wuthout a blush of shame in passing that brother to the sa-

cred degree, assure him that his regular deportment and upright conduct have merited
the honor conferred upon him. The man who knows not or does not his duty to his
God, can never know or do Ids duty to his neighbour. Do not undei'Stanii me to

mean, that Masonry looks for a profession of religion, as one of the requisites for ad-
mission within her portals; but 1 do say, that morality is absolutely indispensable

;

without it, Masonry is nothing; and though actuated by a false zeal, *we may make n-

display of our emblems, and carry with us the signs and'badges of Masons, yet, without,
morality, they would be nothing but meaningless symbols; professions without princi-
ples, and pretensions without the slightest foundation. Every Mason should feel thai
on him rests the character of the whole fraternity, and in his hands are placed, for
weal or woe, the prosperity and'usefulness of the order throughout the world. It is

no light burthen that a Mason bears, when, as an Entered Apprentice, he dons the
garb of a perfect and upright Mason—when, as a fellow craft, he takes upoir himself
the great and re.sponsible duty of displaying the discretion, the virtue and the dignity
which becomes a wmrthy and exemplary Ma.son

;
and when, as a Master Mason, it be-

comes his duty to correct the errors of his less informed brethren
;
to fortify their minds

with resolution against the snares of the insidious, and to guard them against every al-

lurement to vicious practices. Thus step by step, in each degree, does Masonry pro-
gress towards perfect morality; and, as we advance in light, our responsibilities in-

crease.

To the mind capable of reflection and desirous of instruction, the light first received
in the Lodge grows brighter and brighter, until the summit and perfection of Ancient
Masonry being attained, purity of heart and rectitude of conduct become the real

guarantee of entrance into the Sanctum Sanctorum. He w'ho wishes to profit by the
lessons taught him, must not bo too anxious to advance in his masonic career, hui

must ‘Tead, mark, learn, and inwardly digest ” all pertaining to one degree, before

taking upon himself the responsibilities of another.
Candidates are too often hurried through their masonic course with electric speed,

and before their eyes hare become accustomed to the dim twilight of the first degree,

they are dazzled by the full refulgent light of the noonday sun
;
and it is vain to expect

a brother, who has not been properly taught, to appreciate or perform the importam-
duties of Royml Arch Masonry. It is to this rapid mode of making Masons, that the

prevailing indifferenca of the companions in attending- Chapter meetings is owdng—
and it i.s to the ivant of information, proceeding from the same cause, that i,s owing the

lamentable fact, that Masons are so often compelled to exclaim in the bitterness of

their hearts, with David the Psalmist—
“It is not an open enemy that hath done me this wrong

;
for then I couM have borne it.

Neither was it mine adversary that did magnify himself against me; for then, peradventurc, 1

would have hid myself from 1dm. But it was thou my companion, my guide, and my own fa-

miliar friend.’'

Companions, if you abide by the ancient landmarks of the order, and apply the test,-

which masonry orders, to every applicant, you udll really be a band of brothers—one

in deed and in truth—nobly emulating with each other in doing good, diffusing lighi

and knowledge, and cultivating- masonic and Christian charity. Then tvill your Chap-
ters be as beautiful as the Temple, peaceful as the Ark, and sacred as its most Holy place.

True knowledge lies at the eud of a^ “rough and rugged road ”—and M.asonry offers

to him, who wishes to obtain it, ail that is necessary to aid and support him on that

toilsome path
;
but all her means must be used as she directs, or the wearied travellei

will gain the summit of the hill with his eyes still darkened by the veils of ignorancc.

The path, at the outset, is dark aud gloomy, and “the workers ofiniquity lay snares and
gins to catch the feet ofthe unwary;” but by a constant moral application of all the sym-
bols—the use of which has been taught him, in each step of his masonic journey—the

leprosy of sin is eradicated from his bosom, hnlii'iess to the Lord is engraven on all his

thoughts, words and actions; aud with the great Book of Light and llevelation to in-

struct him, he at length reaches the height and pinnacle of all human wisdom; a true

knowledge of the living God, and a love and reverence for His holy name.
Say not that “the standard is too high, that no candidate comes up to it, and if the

test had been applied, we, ourselves, tvould have been excluded but reflect, that Ma-
sonry. herself, ha- laid down most, decisively, the qualifications she requires of all a])-



plicants; aud ifuom; are ivorthy, far better \vould it be that Masonry should cease tu

exist, and her light, which has shown upon the world for so many ages, should expire,

than that her badges should cease to be badges of honor, and her distinctions should

no longer be 'more honorable than any other rank conferred by human hands.

If we feel that we are unworthy, let the duty be- more sacred, not to admit those

equally unworthy, but strive to return to the ancient purity of our earliest fathers, and

hand down to the next generation, the sacred cause of benevolence and virtue, with-

out a spot or blemish of false pretensions on Masonry’s fair escutcheon.

In regard to the appointment of a Grand Lecturer, it is to be most earnestly desired

that, at the present convocation, some definite action will be taken. Some of our sub-

ordinates are greatly in need of instruction, and are compelled to depend upon such

chance Opportunities as may present themselves
;
thereby, rendering it utterly impos-

sible to obtain that great desideratum—Uniformity of Work.
Our Chapters are so few in number, and so widely separated, that it would not suffi-

ciently remunerate a Royal Arch Grand Lecturer; and I would, therefore, recommend
to the consideration of this Grand Chapter, the propriety of authorizing their Grand
High Priest to consult with the Grand Master of the State at the next communication
of the Grand Lodge, and, if possible, to appoint some suitable companion, who' will be
able to lecture both Lodges and Chapters.

,

There have been no applications made to me lor dispensations for new Chapters du-
ring the past year ; and 1 am satisfied that, in one or two instances, at least, t’ne high

price of a Charter has been the principal cause. Could the General Grand Chapter, on
proper representation, be induced to lessen that, one great end would be obtained, and
a great drawback to our prosperity would be removed.
In September next, the Gen oral'Grand Chapter assembles

;
aud it will be, in my opin-

ion, the most important session ever held by that Grand Body. Their greatest objeci

has been to produce harmony and uniformity of work, throughout the various jurisdic-

tions of the United States; and the result, thus Sir, has been a failure—a failure per-

haps most fortunate for the prosperity of our order.

At its session, in 1853, there was a uniform system of work attempted to he intro-

duced, upon which a minority report was made, denouncing the system then present-
ed for adoption, as being entirely contrary to, aud subversive of the ancient landmarks
of Masonry. Companion Mackey, M. E. Grand High Priest of South Carolina, uses the

following language in his address to the Grand Chapter of that State, in Feh’y last:

“Mature reflection has led me to the irresistible conclusion that if the system proposed in 185d,
and subsequently attempted to be introduced in 1S53, should be adopted inlS56, then Royal Arcli

JIasonry will cease to be a, study worthy of the investigation of an intelleotuai Mason; that all the
symbolism, connected with the omnific word, mil have departed from its Ritual

;
and, that, in a

few years, the writings of the most distinguished scholars oh thisS s ubject, will become
as unintelligible to the Mason as they are now to the profane

;
and tiiat the whole system,

being thus dissevered from all its historical and philosophical associations, must rapidly fall int>.

decay—^for these involve the very life and peipetuity of the order.”

I have always been opposed to seceding from the General Grand Chapter, but au>
strongly in favor of its abolishment. The multiplication of Grand Bodies, renders the
government of subordinates unnecessarily complex; and when the Great Head en-
deavors, to remove the ancient landmarks, and fails to perform those duties for which
it is tolerated, it should cease to exist.

The brightest intellects of the land may congregate, and “ be prompted by the sin

-

cerest desire for the good and prosperity of the order,” but if their legislation is inju-
dicious, and tends to destroy the life and perpetuity of the order for which they leo-is-

late—far better would it be if they had never met. The mere fact of a murderer’s in-
tentions being good, neither checks the fatal blow, er afterwards infuses life into it>

dead victim.

But there 'is a hope that at its next session, an effort will bo made to adopt a svstem
of work, “acceptable to all, and in accordance with the ancient landmarks of the order.
Then, if the barren Fig Tree blossoms not, root it from the ground, and let it no lono-er

sap the life of more healthful plants, striving to bear good fruit under its noxious-
.shade.

In conclusion. Companions, 1 would like to return you my thanks, could I find lan-
guage appropriate to express my deep gratitude for the distinguished honour you have
conferred upon me

;
but my words, checked in their current by my heart, fail me, and

I can only say, that “the heart feels most when the lips move not.”
Respectfullv submitted,

PETER CUSTIS. G. H. P.

On motion of Comp. A. Martin, it was

Resolved. That the report of the G. H. P. be received nnd spread upon the .minutes.



.ml iilso iliat it be tvferred to r. special ciMiirai’ttee I'or rhe disposal of its several sub-

Committee—Comps. A. Mai’tiii. JC C. Ea.nkin and W. G.

Thomas. 7

Companion T. Page Pdcaud, irom the Committee on Foreigii

Correspondence, made the following report; which was, on mo-

tion, received and made the s]iecial order for this afteiaioon at

three o’clock.

The Committee on T’oreigu Correspouduncc report tlrtt the following Proceedings of

Urand Chapters,' and other documents have been placed in their haudsienibracingMas-
sachnssetts, for ISo-l; Kew York, Indiana, Iowa, Texas, Vermont, Illinois and Alahama,
for 1855; and Louisiana, for lS5(i. .\lso, a circular containing a list of elected officers

«f the O-rand Ko3oal Arch Chapter, of Noiv, Hampshire, lor 1855; and another from the;

Grand Secretary’s Office, of Mississippi, communicating the follon’ing resolution of
rhat Grand Chapter

;

Jiesolved, That full and complete statistics of all Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in the United
States, are of immense value to eath, and tliat some course should be adopted to insure full and
.jomplete returns, frpm each Subordinate Clia))ter, of all exaltations, admissions, withdrawals,
rqections, suspensions, expulsions, and deaths

;
together with the amount of annual dues paid

in
;
number of Members, with the names of individuals in each case

;
and that it be the duty of

(.he Grand Secretary to condense the sanio in tabular form, in the printed proceedings of the
flrand Chapter.
Your Committee are.liappj' to expi-e.ss the great pleasure they have expcrieuced by

;t perusal of these valuable documents, evincing, as the.y do, unmistakable evidence of;

the steady and cheering advance of our Ro.yal iCrb, and the no less gratifying assurance/
.if the harmonious relations, happily suhsi.sting in all its various departments.
Thus will it ever be, so long as the great pniiciples of our association are properp

understood and practiced, and every member thereof is animated, alone, by the ilrt/c

a'pwit, so peculiarly chai’actel'istic of her profession.

We now present for your cohsider.atioii, in the order r.s arranged, the proceedings of

the Grand Chapter of

Massacitosetts. ^—-At length, wc are happy to liiid that this Grand Cliapier has

aroused to a sense of the propriely of publisliing her proceeding.?, that mutual Ijehelit

might be derived by au interchange of fraferual courtesies.

The proceedings before us contain .an abstract of the doings of sundry meetings,

ommcncing Sept’r 185S, and ending Dec’r 1854,—but in them, your committee find

.jiothiug of general intei’cst, unless it may be an able address of +he M. E. G. H. P.

.Stephen Lovell, giving a brief histoiy of lloj-al Arch Masonry in Massachusetts, from
the organization of the Grand Chapter to the time reported. There is no report from

the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.
Statistics.—^No. of Chapter.?, 14.

FTew York.—

T

he transactions of this Grand Chapter are mostly of a local character

;

hut, as our New York Companions never do things by the halves, the I'eport of her
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, from the pen of Comp’n Finley W. King, is

well digested, able, full and complete—reviewing with fidelity the various proceedings
under Siarge—its fault, if any, •being in its length.

In reviewing that portion of the Maryland proceedings, touching the anointing of a

,11. P., the N. Y, Committee awards to the.Chairman of that report the praise of “hav-

ing turned, some very handsome periods on that subject.” But the Committee failed

t.o aver that the General Grand Chapter had, with ruthless hands, defaced one of the

most beautiful features which embellish the most dignified office in the Chapter. The
Committee agree with Maryland as to the great advantage of adopting a uniform Roj^al

Arch Masomo Year. North Carolina has, heretofore, given it her sanction
;
and your

Committee would now suggest the month of .Tune, or perhaps May, as the most sea-

ionable time of the year, convenient for all sections of the country, being neither too hot

for the South, nor too cold for the North.

In regard to exclusive legislation by the General Grand Chapter in favor of Mary-
land, or any other Grand Chapter, relative to the P.. and S. M. Degrees, or any other
matter, such a precedent would be totally inadmissible—let what ever maybe done, be
done effectuall.v—suffer not one to add, another to substract.

In noticing the proceeding.? of Texas, the Committee inrlnlgo in the folloiving well-

limed remarks

—



‘We notice quite a lengthy report ol' a Committee, containing a code oi laws governing oases

ot discipline. It is -well devised, bu^ it appears to have too many formalities for practical use.

Che simpler a code of laws can be framed for Masonry, the better. Tliere are few, if any, juris-

dictions in the United States, better governed than that of Connecticut, and its laws are the

fewest and simplest of any.”

'The New York Committee, in speaking of North Carolina, (ISo-i.) facetiously re-

marks, that '• the Report on Foreign Correspondence occupies nearly a page and a

half.” It might have been an act ofjustice to the author of that report, to have added,

that he had ''nearly hour and a half

.

in which to prepare it.” The length of the

subsequent report, from the same pen, will probably make amends for previous delin-

quency.
On a question in the Indiana proceedings, relative to compulsory evidence, the

-New York Committee remarks, that " any witness may decline to answer a question

which may tend to degrade or criminate himself.” Certainly, we think an unques-
rionablc right.

The New York Committee are; entitled to our thanks, for their efforts to obtain and-

shed light on English R. A. ilasbury. It appears, that “ The relation which the G. R.

-V. Chapter ofEngland bear.s to the Grand Lodge, is nothing more than being attached

in name, in the same manner as all private Chapters, holding Charters from the Su-

preme Grand Chapters, are (and must be) attached to Lodges on the Registry of the-

Supreme Grand Lodge of England.” ' The names of the officers vary materiailv from
those in the L^'nitod States

;
the ceremonies are also quite difl'erent—^no veils, &c., &c.

The Grand Chapter does not interfere, as a body, with the Grand Lodge; it merely
requlates and governs R. A. Masonry, and usurps no higher e:eclusive authority.” All

the intermediate Degrees, of M. M., P. 3L, and M. E. II., are unknown or dispensed
with, as are also those of R. and S. Master—all being viewed as useless appendages.
Appended to the New York Proceedings is a most excellent address, by the venera-

ble Grand Chanlain, Rev.’ Salem Town.
Statistics.—No, of Chapters, TO; Members 2296; Exaltations, 4ST.

IxDiAXA.—In examiug the proceedings of this bodj', we find nothing claiming our

attention, unless it be the fact of discovering and learning from the report of a Select

committee, which was appointed relative to uniformity of work, that they are laboring

under the same difficulty that we are, in North Carolina. The existence or prevalence

of this evil amongst us, is to'be deeply regretted, and your Committee would suggest

the propriety of some action being- taken this Grand Chapter, at its present session,

to correct it. Something ought to, and must be done, to .secure uniformity of work
throughout our jurisdiction,

•Statistics.—No.' of Chapters, 27
;
Members, S57 ;

Exaltations, 172.

Iowa.

—

The spirited address of the M. E. G. H. P., T. S. Parvin, assures us that the

Grand Chapter will keep pace in her eftbrts for good with her elder sisters. He brings
to the notice of the Grand Chapter, many subjects of interest

;
evidencing too, great

2eal and success'iu his labors, during the last year.

In referring- to the G. G. Chapter, he does not hesitate to censure that Grand Body
Ibi- its usurpaLion, as he avers, of the Past Master’s Degree. Poor thing ! It is doomed
to be cuffed by every passer Ijy

;
and is the sport and jeer of all who cultivate an ac-

quaintance. iotvn. has passed a resolution, urging the G. G. Chapter to relinquish all

jurisdiction over the “so called P. M.’s Degree.” Why not make a wholesale business
of it and include the M. M. and M. E. Masters? Then would the Royal Arch Degree
in this country stand on a footing with that of England.
The G. H. P. is “of opinion that sound policy dictates, that our doors should be

'dosed against all uon-afiiliated Masons,”—in which your Committee can never concur.
Statistics.—^No. of Chapters, 9 ;

Members, (two Chapters not included,) 1S3 ;
Exaltations, 87.

Texas.—The M. E. G. H. P. Comp’n H. R. Cartmell, in his respectable address, re-

presents the Craft in that region as in a healthy and prosperous condition. He admon-
ishes, with great propriety, the Chapter to due caution in the admission of candidates;
They should first,” he remarks, “understand the teachings of the Blue Lodge, and

prove themselves tvorthy by their industry, integrity and skill.”

A memorial from Basfroj) Chapter, No. 23, was read, and on motion referred to the
Committee on Petitions. It contained the following statement:

“During the year 1353, a tVortby JIaster Mason presented his petition to this Chapter, for the
several degrees conferred therein, and asked tliat his might be considered a case of emergency,
as he was about to leave on a tour that would prevent Ins being with us for the six months next
ensuing. The rule requiring the petition to lie over until the next meeting was suspended. The
Committee appointed to examine into the case, reported favorably, and, upon the ballot being
had, he was found duly elected, and the three preparatory degrees were conferred the same-
night

;
and, also, a meeting was appointed to exalt him, at which a companion appeared and

objected to his exaltation, declaring that he would have rejected him, had he been present when
the ballot was had. The objections were found to he of a personal character, and a Committee



1(1

WU8 appointed to endeavor to reconcile the matter, which tailed
;
whereupon, as High Priest. I

did not feel at liberty to confer the degree, and bo the matter has rested ever since.”

Your Committee fully concui' with the decision, and also the course pursued by the
E. P., in trying to reconcile the parties, and would suggest that it is an example of
Masonic administration worthy to be imitated by all Masonic Lodges, The only re-

gret is the failure of a reconciliation, especially vrheu we are informed that it was a

perso'ml matter, and that the “ parties were both of equal respectability”,—obstinacy
being no part of Masonic character.

Statistics.—No. of Chapters, 47
;
Members, 1,524.

Vermont.—The address of the M. B. G. II. P. C'omp’n P. II. Tucker, is devoted prin-
cipally to a well-merited and feeling tribute to the memory and Masonic virtues of ir

venerable and most worthy deceased Companion, and ,P. G. H. P. Matthew B. Has-
well

;
he deserved it all. The memory of the “ good and ti~ue,” should be perpetuated

.

The honors we give to those who have gone before us, never fail to dwell upon the
heart of the surviving worthy in a solemn and refined pleasure. To the dead, flattery

has no calls for its hollow homage. They hear it not
;
or if they bear, have no equiva-

lent to give for the pains of the flatterer. Thus, we maj'- believe that hypocrisy' never
mingles with our respect for the dead

;
for these testimonials are paid only' to the wor-

thy, whom all must revere in sincerity and truth. Hence we, observe that our acts in

memory of the dead aflbrd a melancholy but abiding pleasure to the generous heart;
for such a heart is never more truly happy, than in the performance of a good action,

with neitlior hope nor prospect of reward.
The Committee on Boreign Correspondence levicw in a proper spirit the Proceed-

ings of such Grand Chapters as were placed in their h.ands. We are unable to make
up Statistics from the published Proceedings.

Illinois.—The M. E. G. H. P., in his communication to the Grand Chapter, remarks

;

‘I am gratified to be able to say, that nothing has occurred daring the past year to

mar the harmony existing between this body and our sister Grand Chapters, and lam
also gratified to report the flourishing condition of Masonry throughout this yurisdic-

tion.”

Comp’n H. G. Reynolds, from the Committee on Poreign Corre.spondenoe, niado

quite a voluminous report, w'hereiii the prominent transactions of many of the Grand
Chapters were brought to view, with such comments as the occasion suggested.

The proceedings of our own Grand Chapter arrest the attention of the Committee,
who are pleased not to pass us by altogether unnoticed, but with much truth observe,

“That the Grand Chapter of the ‘ Old North State ’ convened at Wilmington, June
4th, 185-5. Whole number of Chapters, twenty-seven—fourteen represented. Peter

Custis, G. H. P.
;
Thomas B. Carr, Grand Secretary. ,

A resolution was introduced to withdraw from the jurisdiction of the General Grand
Chaiiter which was lost.”

We beg to correct the Committee in another part of their report, where they credii

North Carolina ivith the organization of a Grand Council of R. & S. Masters
;
in this

they' likely have fallen into an inadvertent error, as no such organization exists. A
charter is'iu existence which may probably be revived.

Statistics.—No. of Chapters, 25; Members, (e-xclusive of two Chapters,) 778; Exaltations, 1S;1.

This Chapter, as we humbly conceive, very improperly publishes names of rejections.

Alabama.—The proceedings of this Grand Chapter are barren of the usual Commu-
nication of the G. H. P., or any report from the Committee on Foreign Correspondence,

which your Committee very much regret; because it is always gratifying, if not in-

structive, to hear the views and criticisms of all who take an interest in Masonry.
Our sister of Alabama seems to have had a quiet and harmonious session, and ivas

called to mourn the decease of her late esteemed Grand Lecturer, Comp’n David Ilarf-

well. “ Peace be to his memory.”
Statistics. —We are enabled to state only the number of Chapters, which are 59.

The proceedings embrace those also of the Grand Council of the R. and S. Masters.

Louisiana.—The proceedings of this Grand Chapter are of an interesting character,

and evince a determination to pursue a straight forward course.

The G. H. P., in his address, remarks “that he is happy to say, that R. A. Masonry
in this State, is generally in a healthful and prosperous condition,” also, that “there

are no jarring interests or conflicting claims of jurisdiction, in R. A. Masonry, as in

times past in this State; all are united under one head.” This is, as it should be, and

we take great pleasure in congratulating our Companions in Louisiana at the happy
termination of all past feuds—^may it be perpetuated.

The G. H. P., in alluding to the commencement that had been made by the Grand
Chapter towards procuring a library, remarks, “that if a small sum could be appropri-

ated annually towards procuring useful Masonic works, in .a few years the Grand Chap-
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ter would be in the possession of a valuable aud useful library.” Would it bo amis>

W our Grand Chapter to profit by the suggestion ? We believe not.

He truly remarks, “that personal feelings should not influence us, either to reject a

worthy applicant, or recommend an unworthy one,” and we would add, in the lan-

guage of the M. E. G. H. P., of New York, “ that we should endeavor in our delibera-

tions, to preserve our Institution, by abstaining from all partizanship, whether civil or

religious.”

Your Committee would add, that among true Masons none of these can operate.

Neither religious euthusiasn., or political intolerance should be permitted to enter, and
disturb the sacred retreat of friendship and brotherly love. Blind, indeed, must be

that brother who does not see and know, that Masonry is not to be fettered by the re-

•straints of bigotry, nor darkened by the gloom of political prejudice. The private

opinions of each, being matters of principle between God and themselves, they are left

to pursue them, according to the suggestions of their own reason, and the dictates o1

their <,wn consciences—remembering that we .are all brethren, and in duty bound to

forget every local prejudice, geographical distinction, or national peculiarity, which
would interfere with the harmony of our relations.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is from, the pen of an intel-

ligent Comp’ll, J. Q. A. Fellows, aud does credit to the author. The various proceed-

ings reviewed, are treated with uncommon courtesy and liberality. After some very
handsome and pertinent introductory remarks, the committee. properly sa}'', in allusion

to the contemplated efforts to discard the Past Master’s Degree, that they “are satis-

fied with the action of the G. G. Chapter on this subject in 18.53,” and would wish that

the matter might uow be let alone. It injures no one as it is. It has always been the

same, since the earliest I'ecollection of the oldest Royal Arch Mason. We all like it.

Why then not let it alone? The Committee speak of being censured by New York
for granting Charters to three Chapters, gratis, in l.SoI.

Under ordiiiar}' circumstances, such a course could not be justified—but, at the

time, the peculiar condition of the parties immediately interested—perhaps of the en-

tire association might have been snob as to warrant a deviation from strict Masonic
propriety. In such case, however, a sanction should he sought from the proper quar-

ter, by communicating the facts.

In a lengthy review of the course of Virginia, the Committee remark, that “the ob-

jections to the G. G. Chapter, made by our Companions of Virginia, are, for the most
part, bugbears of their own creation, a semblance of which would hardly be found
were they only in the fold, and we only regret that wo shall not have the pleasure of

meeting them there as members.”

The Committee quote approvingly from the Proceedings of Mississippi, as follows:
Resolvecl, That duelling is unmasonic, and, therefore, should not he tolerated among Royal

Arch Masons.

“This, sentiment meets the entire approbation of your Committee, and they can-

not express their views better than in tlie words of the Committee who reported the

above resolution. They say this practice “ is calculated to bring reproach upon oui-

time-honored institution; all civil and religious organizations reprobate it in the strong-
est terms, and we can see nojfgood reason why it should be tolerated among Royal
Arch Masons. Wo regard it as being contrari’ to the spirit of the age in which
we live; against all laws, human aud divine. Wo know that the press, the pulpit,

and a refined sentiment, are, and have been wielded against this barbarous practice,

yet we find that men who stand high in public estimation, from mistaken notions of
honor, are ready to challenge their fellow-men to mortal combat, forgetting all law,

both human and divine. We have never known a duel that could not have been hon-
orably avoided. We think one of the ‘ cardinal virtues ’ is to su’odue our passions,
and that Masons should not return ‘railing.for railing,’ but should each endeavor to

obey the laws laid down by the Supreme Architect of the Universe, and that no Ma-
son should be engaged, either as principal or second, in any duel. But when Masons,
who have communed toget’ner, so far forget themselves, their obligations, and the ties

which should bind them together, as to be engaged in a duel, one with another, wc
know no language of condemnation too strong to be passed upon them.

The Committee add, that “ This is strong language, and we heartily coincide with
it. This is the first movement we have noticed in any Grand Chapter, or, indeed, in

any Grand Masonic ’oody, with the exception of the (irand Lodge of California, upon
the sulaject

;
and it gives ns pleasure to see our near neighbors of Mississippi take the

initiative step in this movement, which we hope will, at no distant day, remove all oc-
casion for any notice of so unpleasant a subject, aud lead to a total discontinuance of
the reprobated practice throughout our country and the world.”

We learn from the same source, that these sentiments meet with the hearty com-
mendation of the Grand Chapter of Maine, and trust ‘hat North Carolina will'not be



behind her sister Grand Chapters in the good work of reform, inv<dviug the most sa-

cred principles of humanit}-.
In quoting from the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of Rhode

Island, the following extract is given; ‘‘Respecting Chapter organizations, and the

number of Degrees conferred therein, in Pennsylvania,” he says, “ we know but little,

and the Committee are unable to give any authentic information on the subject.

—

Their impression is, that the same charter which authorizes the first degree of Mason-
ry, also authorizes the conferring of the seventh, or R. A., leaving out the interme-
diate degres.”

So little light emeuates from Pennsylvania, that some are at a loss to know what
degrees are legally conferred in her Chapters. Louisiana professes to be equally in

the dark. The editor of the Mirror and Keystone, in a recent number, sets the matter
right. He says, “ The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania is an independent body

;
no-

body, we believe, doubts that fact, or that she persists
,

in keeping aloof from a bond-
age voluntarily assumed, or embraced by her sisters. It is hoped that, in steering her
own ship, no variation of compass will imperil her among breakers; and no deviation
from the true course laid down upon the Masonic Chart, cause her to throw out sig-

nals of distress, repenting the refusal of a proffered convoy. In explaining the con-
dition of R. A. Masonry, the Editor further say.s, “no one can ho exalted in a Chapter
in Pennsylvania, who has not received in addition to the Symbolic degrees, the M. M.
P. M. and M. E. Master degrees.”
We agree with our Louisiana Companions, that “it would be the wisest course to do

as Illinois has done, and thereby compel [invite] our sister Grand Chapter of Pennsyl-
vania, to come out and speak for herself, if she indeed be alive.”

For their complimentary notice of Korlh Carolina, we return the Committee our
thanks, and while it is gratifying to us to have the approval of so intelligent a Mason
as our Companion Fellows is acknowledged to be, yet, when we consider the position

and character of our esteemed Companion, P. G. II. P. P. W. Panning, we are not sur-

prised at the compliment so gracefully bestowed.
We would furthermore add, that in the good, “ Old North State,” we aspire to noth-

ing brilliant in Masonry—but. fearlessly, and we hope respeetfullj’, pursue the course
and advocate those principles, which, to oiir humnle understanding, accords most
rationally with our profession.
The Committee, in quoting from our last year’s proceedings, comment thus ;

“ This
is strong language, and yet, when we consider the occasion, we cannot but approve of
it. To be sure, with us, it has become so much a matter of habit, by the daily, occur-
rence here of similar ideas, for the last fifty years, indeed back to the time the memo-
ory of Masons runneth not to the contrary, that but little attention is now paid to it,

or perhaps we might s.i.y,' it has met with' tacit approval. That foreign system ol'

‘ haunt grades' brought amongst us at the first, and which claimed, and for years exer-
cised supreme control over every department of our beloved order in this State, was
only partially broken down a few years since, by a few determined minds among us,

like unto our Companion Fanning. Thc.coiioTatulations tendered us on the final set-

tlement of all our difiiculties, are thoughtfully acknowledged
;

.and we hope, though
not without fear that they will no more return. Our fears spring from the same cause
of which our Companion, complains

;
that is, two much exclusiveness, engendered by

these same higher degrees. We write above, not from any prejudice we have against
the ‘ higher degrees,’ for we are, on the whole, inclined in their favoi-, but reasoning
from their effect, as seen amongst us, we wished to throw out a word of caution.”
Your Committee fully concur in the above, and would express ‘he hope tha:

• the day is not far distant when there shall not 'exist the slightest cause for fear.

After other commendatory notices, the Committee close with this comprehensive
sentence: “We have little to fear and much to hope from our Companions of North
Carolina.”
The Committee, in reviewing the Address of the G. H. P. of Iowa, says: “He is

‘ clearly of the opinion that sound policy dictates that our doors should be closed
against all unaffiliated Masons,’ witli which (say the Committee) we heartily agree.’’

We fraternally ask the Committee, and all others entertaining similar sentiments,' to

give the subject their more serious consideration, .and see if, by any plausibility,

they can reconcile with the solemn pledges that bind all Masons, so uncharitable, so-

inconsistent a bearing towards a brother. It is feared that some of the contaminating
influences of the many semi-benevolent societies daily springing into existence, are
permitted almost imperceptibly to creep in among us. The doors of our hearts should
be closed against all such intrusions.
The degrees or order of High Priesthood, and Past Ma,ster appear to be running the

gauntlet, receiving a kick and a cuff from every passer-by. Even our Louisiana Com-
panions give the High Priesthood an occasional tap, and.would like to ask some old

man of forty years’ standing, “if the order of Past Masters was not usually performed
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the bi'Olher had left the chair'/ In reply we would say, that we have some such
Masons among us, who suggest an inconsistency, in performing the ceremonies, of pla-

cing a person in the chair after he has left it. The title, if we mistake not, is Present
or Past Master Degree.
Statistics.—No. of Chapters, 19 ;

Jlembers 601 ;
Exaltations, 94.

A resolution, adopted by the Grand Chapter of Missouri, to the effect that all candi-

dates, at the time of application, should he members ef a Subordinate Lodge, and be
required to pass an examination in the previous degrees before advancing, is, in our
estimation, a most salutary regulation, and if adopted by our Grand Chapter, would
add very much to the intelligence and efficiency of our order in North Carolina, and
shed lustre upon the name and fame of Masonry. We trust that in fhe multiplicity of

subjects which will necessarily engage oiir attention, that this will not be overlooked.
We are sorry to see that the irregular practice of “adjourning” is still adherred to

by some of our sister Grand Chapters, particularly -Massachusetts, with whom it might
possibly have been inadvertent. We hope, however, that the error wilt be corrected,

and that the day is not far distant, when every practice and word not consonant with
Masonic usage and langu<ige, shall be dispensed with, and a pure language once
more prev.ail.

Some of the Grand Chapters still discuss the propriety of publishing rejections .

—

Such a course should never be saiitioned.

W e notice in some of the reports before us, a misapplication of the term. Heal—it

applies, strictly, only to degrees irregularly taken or conferred. An individual must
first take a disease before he can be healed.

The next Convocation of the GeiiT Grand Chapter will be held in Hartford, Connecti-
cut, next September, and as our Grand Chapter, is deeply interested in the delibera-

tions of that body, and peculiarly so at this time, your Committee indulge the hope,
that the M. E. G. H. P. will see to it that we are represented.
But few Grand Chapters acknowledge the receipt of our proceedings. We are as-

sured by our Gi'and Secretary, that he regularly mails, at intervals of sh' months, two
copies of our printed proceedings to the Secretary of each Grand Chapter in the Uni-
ted States. We have also complaints of the same character to make; and it is time
this irregularity of mail conveyance was looked into and remedied. If the rubbish
corners of some of our Offices were searched, they would doubtless be found prolific of
stray, and so called worthless trash. Our receipt of Grand Chapter iiroceedings, as
will be seen,- is very meager.
Your Committee regret the necessity which compels them to notice the indifference

ofR.A.Masons to the sacred character ofthose duties they have voluntarily embraced, and
the discharge of which, is so essential to the maintenance ofMasonic virtue and integrity.

They seem, by their conduct, to regard the moral principles inculcated at the altar,

and the obligations assumed, as so many metaphors, ivhich, like the meteoric blaze, are
only to dazzle for the moment—the impressive ceremonies peculiar to each degree,

,

as so many farcical exhibitions of a prolific or inventive fancy !

Instead of evincing a due regard for the interest and prosperity of the order, by
punctual attendance at our stated or called convocations, they more frequently repair

to political gatherings, where, catching the proscriptive spirit of political intolerance

and partizanship, the bond of companionship is weakened, if not destro3'ed, and the
moral and social govei-niueiit of Masonry, to the extent of their ^conduct subverted.
Others, it seems, are zealous and devoted Masons, so long as they are elevated to post.*

of honor b.y the suffrages of their companions—when that ceases, their devotion to the
institution ceases with it. They seem to be influenced by the love of office-, ofpower!

—

that mental pestilence and scrofula of the human mind, which has been chiefly

the cause of all fhe miseries with which societies, and especially ours, have been visi-

ted. It is that idolatry, which, like the sin of Moses at the waters of Marah, brings its

curses not only on the head of the idolater himself, but on the whole people.

Another class owe the painful consciousness of their delinquencies to the fact, that

they aspire to a supposed greatness in the JIasonic ranks, never dreaming that they, in

the wisdom of their more experienced companions, might be required to serve as
“ hewers of w'ood, and drawers of water and, unfortunately, being the subjects of a

morbid sensitiveness, if, as the}' humbly conceive, their talents are not appreciated,

they withdraw from our connection in a cloud of disgust—forgetting that ho who
thus aspires to this sort of greatness, will only hand down to posterity a name of five,

ten, fifteen or more letters, to be repeated in mock heroic poems, or tortured to death
in the jaws of holly-day orators

;
to have every noble deed coupled with its relative

meanness, which grows more dim in the same proportion that it detracts from the
brilliancy of its parallel : to be praised when dead, by lips which scorned them when
living; to become the anathema of those who knelt and flattered in their pres-

ence; and to add one moi’e proof to the theorem, that fame and infamy are similar

and collateral diagrams, which nothing but sophistry can separate.
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VVe aie aware that these are stronj; expressions, but we also remember the old and
irite adage, that “Desperate diseases require desperate remedies.” If, by these

remarks, we can only succeed in eflecting an improvement with even a J'ew only, we
feel that we will be amply compensated tor the subjection of our name to the censure

of the recusant.

Your Committee would be verj^ remiss, indeed, if they failed to call the attention of

70ur Grand Body to the tact, that there is much valuable matter, as they conceive, yet

to be acted upon, and which is embraced in the able and elaborate report on Foreign

Correspondence from the pen of our friend and Comp'n P. G. H. P., P. 1Y. Fanning,

and w'hich w’os adopted at our last Grand Convocation,

CONCLUSION.

Your commiUeo regret that, owing to circumstances o\ cravhich they had no control,

they have not been able to present to the consideration of your Grand Body a more
full and complete report. They console themselves, however, with the assurauce thal

its imperfections will be imputed to an error of the head and not of the heart. They
leioice to know- that, notwithstanding the vicissitudes of this eventful and changing

world, our order has gone on from couejuering unto conquer. The Ancient Laud-marks
arc as distinctly risible now as they wmro centuries ago. The passing clouds of pros-

perity now encircle its silvery lop, and tlie dews of alTection’.s night falT on its brancho.s

in drops ofSacred ijcace.

Your Committee ofibr the lollorving resolutions :

Isf. Besolved, That hereafter no Chapter, under this jurisdiction, shall entertain a ))etition lor

the Degrees, unless tlie applicant be a member at the time, in good standing, of a Blue Lodge,

wlio shall also be required to tmdergo a satisfactory examination in each Degree, as he advances.

ind. ResdI/ced, That each Chapter be, and is hereby required to have a lecture delivered by some
me of their companions, quarterly—before it, if practicable—upon the subject of ilfasonic Law

:ind Obligation, as well as the general duties of a Royal Arch Mason.

.\.ll of which is respectfully submitted.

f. PAGE PJCAUD, Chairman.

A commuuicaiioii Avas presented by the G. Secretary from a

joint committee of the Grand Chapter and Grand Encampment

of Maine; whicli was. on motion, referred to a special com-

mittee.

Committee—Comps. Ricand, Eanning and Loftin

The Grand Chapter called from labor to refreshment till this

evening at 3 o’cloeh.

THOS. B. CAR.R, G. BewrUry.

Tuesday .i\.FXJiE.N'(AON—3 oTlock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT:
Officers as this morning.

Companions W. H. Jones, M. Crouly, Josiah McCulloch, E.

B. Watson, James Reid, O. L. Fillyaw, Robert G. Mays, J. S.

Gibson, D. Watkins, Calvin Cox. James Mehegan. A. P, Repi-

ton, W. E, Ei'eeman.
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The committee on ncldress of M. E. G. H. F. presented the

following report
;
which was received and adopted

:

The committee to whom was referred the able address of the M. E. G. High Priest for disposi-
bion of its several parts, recommend that the portion relating to the appointment of a Grand
Lecturer, be referred to the M. K. G. If. P., with full power to act in the premises, he being care-
ful in his appointment to comply with the requisitions of the Grand Chapter in regard to the
previous examination of the appointee.
The portion referring to the fees for charters, to a special committee, and so much as refers

to the abolition of the General Grand Chapter to a committee of three, who shall report at the
next annual Convocation, after procuring the proceedings of the approaching session of the
General Grand Chapter.
The committee cannot fail to express their satisfaction of the high moral tone of the address

:iml cannot too strongly recommend it to the careful perusal of every Royal -Lrch Mason.
Respectfully submitted.

•L. MARTIN,
R. G. RANKIN.
WM. GEO. THOMAS.

Tlie M. £. appointed the following committee on fees for

charters : Comps. Mehegan and Gibson.

On abolishment of General Grand Chapter—R. G. Rankin,

E B. Carr, Z. M. Pasehall.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was

rhen taken up, and discussed and adopted.

Comp. Capehart, from the Committee on Charters and Dis-

pensations, made the following report : which was x’eceived and

adopted

;

The Committee on Charters aud Dispensations beg leave to i*eport, that they have discharged
their duty and find no bnsiness claiming their attention.

Respectfully submitted,
F. M. CAPEHART, Chairman.

(Jomp. Clark, from the Committee on Unfinislied Business,

made the following report
;
which was received and adopted

:

The Committee on Unfinished Busmes.s, having duly examined the proceedings of the last G

.

Chapter, ask leave to report, that all the business of the last Convocation seems to have been
finally acted on, except the subject of the subordinate degrees, which was specially laid over for
the present Convocation, and regarding the subject as important, we recommend it to the pro-
per attention of this body,
*We also find that the Committee oii-Returns and Proceedings at the last Convocation called

attention to the fact, that Roanoke Chapter No. 4, Cyrus Chapter No. 21, and Warrenton Chap-
ter No. 12, had made no returns for the last three years, and Conoho No, 12 had made none for

two years, and suggested that they be required to appear at this Convocation to show cause why
their charters should not be surrendered. No response was made to this suggestion, and the
said Chapters are again without any returns to this Grand Chapter, and we respectfully suggest
rbat some action should be taken by this present meeting on the subject.

Respectfully submitted,
HENRY T. CLiVRK, Chairman.

On motion of Comp. Martin, it was
liesolved^ That the Grand Secretary publish, with the proceedings of this Convocation, the

I 'onstftution of the Grand Chapter, and also extra copies separate from the proceedings.

On motion of Comp. Reid, it was
Hesolved, That this Grand Chapter proceed to the 'election of officers to-morrow morning at

eleven o’clock.

The Grand Chapter then called from labor to refreshment un-

til this evening at eight o’clock.

THOS. B. CAER.. G. S^cretar?/.

1



Tuesday Evening—S o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed laboi

.

PRESENT:
Officers and Kepresentatives as this morning.

Comps. W. W. Harriss, W. H. Turlington, M. C. Turrentine.

E, Y. Kelley, J. Green, T. H. Lane, A. Martin, P. G. H. P., E.

Morriss, D. Kahnweiler. W. G. Tltomas, P. G. S., E. Turlington.

M. Cronly.

The committee on that portion of the High Priest’s addi'ess

which refers to the reduction of the fee for a charter, presented

the following report
;
which was, on motion, adopted

;

The Committee on that portion of the M. E, G. II. P.’s address relating to charters, beg leave
to recommend, that our Delegates to the General Grand Chapter be instructed to urge upon that
Grand Body the propriety of leaving the rate of fees for a charter to be fixed by the several

Grand Chapters.
.TAMES MEHEGAN,

}

J.L. GIBSON, Committee,

The committee on subordinate degrees, through their chair-

man, Comp. W. G. Tliomas, made a very ahle and interesting

oral report, and were discharged from the further consideration

of the subject.

Ko further business appearing, the minutes having been read

and approved, the Grand Chapter called from labor to refresh-

ment until to-morrow morning at half past nine o’clock.

THOS. B. CAEE. G. Secretar/i.
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.
Wednesday Moenings

—

9^ o’clock.

'Hie Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT:

M. E. PETER CUSTIS, G. H. P.

E. Z. M. PASCHALL, G. K.

E. T. P. RICAUD. G. S.

M. CRONLY, G. M., pro tern'.

M. C. TURRENTDPE. P. S., p. t.

P. A. HOLT, G. R. A. C.

J. B. FERGHSOH. G. M. 3d Y.

J. W. BLOUNT, G. M. 2d Y., p. t.

H C. HURDLE, G. M. 1st Y.

T. W . BROWN, G. Treas’k.

T. B. CARR. G. Sec’t.

H. W. FOY. G. Tylee.

Companions F. M. Capehart, W., H. Jones, T. J. Utley, J.

McCulloch, E. G. Bays, J. S. Gibson, Calvin Cox, Jas. Reid,

A. M, Campbell., James Mehegan, W. S. Long, D. Watkins, J..

R. Hurst, Benj. Batts, D. A. Lamont, E. F. Watson, E. J. Lut-

terloh, C. D. Hill, J. R. Fuller, J. A. Taylor, T. IVJ. Gardner,

H. T. Clark, P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., R. G. Rankin, P. G.

H. R, A. Martin, P, G. H. P.;

E. Tiu'iington.

,
A. Empie, jr,, E. Y. Kelly,

Comp. Reid offered the following resolution, which was dis-

cussed and rejected:

Eesolvecl
,
That this Grand Chapter appropriate two hundred dollars oC its funds to the Ma

sonic College, now in progress of erection in the town of Oxford.

An election of officers, as per

resulted as follows

:

appointment, was beld
;
wbieh

Companion Peter Custis. - G. H. P.

E. F. Watson, - ^ - D. G. H. F
'• Z. M. Paschall, - G. K,

T. P. Ricaud, - G. S.

• * Thos. W. Brown, - G, TeeAS

Tlios. B. Carr, - G. Sec’y
' A. M, Campbell, - G. M.

2
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On motion of Companion Reid, it was
Resolved, That tli5 officers elect of this Grand Chapter be installed this afternoon at 8 o’clock _

The Committee on Retimns and Proceedings presented the

following report
;
which was, on motion, received and adopted

:

Tlie Committee on Proceedings and Returns of Subordinate Chapters have carefully examined
euch as have been received, and herewith annex a list of the same, together with a table of sta

tistics, &c., exhibiting their condition and operations, to-wit:

2
§ 1 1 f

P

S- 2 a Time ul' mectiuj:.

Concord, ..No. 1.. .110.. .1st k 3d Monday in each month.
Phoenix, ...1. ....0... .1st Tuesday, in each month.
Concord,....*, .. “ 5., ....0... . .2. ....0,..

.. “ 7.,.. 58.. ...0.. .. .3, 0.., ,.o

Oxford, “ 8. ...28.,.,..0..,...0.. .. 0. ....0... .,0

.
“10,,.. 34.,....3..,...3.,,...1. ....0...

Lafayette, .... .. “ 11., ...0. ....0... ..2nd Thursday in each month.
Cherokee, .04,. .. “ 14. .. 2V.,.,..3..... 0.. .r.l. ....0... ..0

Union, ...0.,....0... .2nd Thursday in each month.
“ 19 .

Salisbury,....

.

.. “ 2ft.,

Lincoln, . .. “ 22..,..2ft..

Montgomery, . .. “ 2.3..

Germanton, ... “ 24.,,.,82,,

Asheville, .. “ 25.....28.,... .5..

,

...0.. ...2 ... 0... ..0. .1st Monday in each month
Louisbarg, .. “ 26.., «.S4.

,

....9.., ...1. ....0... ..0

Graham, ...24.,

634 63 15 13 1 s

By which it will appear that sixteen Chapters only have made returns, exhibiting a

Mbmbership of 631
Exaltations, 68
Withdrawals, 15
Deaths, 13
Expu’sions, 1

Rejections,.... 3

Whole number of Chapters under this jurisdiction 2T—with an indeterminate membership.

The Committee regret to add, that many of the returns are imperfectly made up, disregarding
the printed/orms prescribed by the Grand Chapter. The attention of the several Secretaries is

earnestly called to this poist—that they will not procrastinate (a prevailing evil) to the last mo.
ment, then hurriedly batch up, perhaps on a refuse scrap of paper, what may with difficulty be
decyphered as returns.

Montgomery Chapter, probably not comprehending the true intent of Section 6, Article 24 Grand
Constitution, to the effect that all proceedings in case of expulsions should be sent up for confir-

mation, has failed to do so, consequently the individual will still remain, ns before, in a state of

suspension, and should not longer be suffered so to remain after the next Grand Convocation.
The only Article in the Grand Constitution bearing on this point, is the one above referred to,

which, unfortunately, is not sufficiently explicit, and reads thus: “A sentence of expulsion shall

not take effect until confirmed by the Grand Chapter, but shall operate as a suspension of the
delinquent.”
The Committee further recommend, to those concerned, more care in stating intelligibly, and

in figures, the number of members, exaltations, rejections, deaths, withdrawals and expulsions

;

also, the time of regular meetings.
,
Vexatious mistakes and trouble will thereby be prevented.

There seems to bea want of care, in some of the Chapters, in regard to membership—the name
of at least one' individual appearing on three returns. The Secretaries are also cautioned to

have all their documents properly authenticated, attaching the seals of their respective Chap-
ters—this is particularly essential in certificates to the Delegates and Proxies to the Grand
Chapter

;
and every Delegate should come so prepared. Looseness or inattention in these par-

ticulars is cg,lculated to produce much confusion.
Some of our Chapters appear to have no seal. There is hardly excuse for this delinquency,

especially at. this time, when they can be so readily and cheaply procured.
The following Chapters have failed to make returns, viz : Mt. Ararat No. 3,* Roanoke No. 4,

Temple No. 6, Warrenton No. 9, Conoho No. 12, Chorazin No. 13, Nos. 15 and 16 not filled.

Gaston No. 18, Cyrus No. 21, Mt. Lebanon No. 27, Goldsboro No. 29.

Respectfully submitted,
P. IV. FANNING, Chairman.

^Received since the Grand Cliapter closed.
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On motion of Companion Ferguson, it was
B'esolved, That the Granci Secretary have a form of returns printed, and that he mail one copy

io the Secretary of each subordinate Chapter one month before the annual communication each
year.

The Grand Chapter called from labor to refreshment untibthis

afternoon at three o’clock.

THOS. B, CAKE, G. Secretary.

Wednesday Afteenoon

—

3 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Officers and representatives present as this morning.

The Grand Chapter then proceeded to the installation of offi-

cers, M. E. P. G. H. P. E. G. Eaiikin presiding.

The M. E. G. II. P. made the following appointments

:

Comp’n James Eeid,

“ James Mehegan,

“ Thos. J. Utley,

“ J. W. Blount,

“ J. S. Gibson,

“ H. C. Hurdle,

“ E. Turlington,

Louisburg,

Tarborough,

Raleigh,

Du]3lin,

Germanton,

Alamance,

Wilmington,

G. Chaplain.

G. P. S.

G. E. A. C,

G. M. 3d V.

G. M. 2d V.

G. M. 1st Y.

G. Tyler. -

Finance Committee:—A. Martin, P. G. H. P., P. W. Fan-

ning, P. G. H, P., T. W. Brown.

Committee on Foreign Correspondence :—P. W, Fanning, P.

G. H. P., A. Martin, P. G. H. P., E, G. Eankin, P. G. H. P,,

James Eeid, T. J. Utley,
^

On motion of Companion Capehart, it was
Eesolsec?, That $30 be paid out of the funds of this Grand Chapter to the M, E. G. H. f,, as

travelling expenses incurred in attending our present convocation.

On motion of Companion Eicaud, it was
Resolved, That $30 be paid out of the funds of this Grand Chapter to the Grand Treasures,

§75 to the Grand Secretary, and $15 to the Past Grand Tyler.

The' Committee on Finance made the following report, which

was on motion received and adopted :

The Committee of Finance beg leave to report that they have examined the books of the
Treasurer and Secretary, and hnd them eorrect, and in proper form, and we submit the follow-
ing report of the state of the finances, viz

;
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Oabli on hand at last Convocation, ||6TS 68

Interest on money in the hands of the Granc( Treasurer unappropriated,

.

12 00

Yearly dues paid by Subordinate Chapters, 800 00

Total, $985 68'

Paid amount of appropriation to St. John's College, $200 00

Paid Disburaements as per regular vouchers, 2S0 95 $480 85

lialance in hands of Grand Treasurer, $504 63

(n addition to the above balance, there are in the hands of Grand Treasu-

Tota.l amount, $1704 96

Tlie following Chapters are in arrears

Roanolte, . . - . rco. 4,
- . - - -

- $60 00
Temple, - - “ 6,

- ..... 80 00
Warrenton, - “ 9, 45 00
Conoho, - - - “ 12, - - 45 00
Chorazin, - - - - “ 13, 15 00
Gaston, ..... “18, ------ - 30 00
Cyrus, - - 21, - - - - - - 60 Oi)

Mount Lebanon, ... “ 27, 15 00
Graham, - - - - - “ 28, - * - - - - - 15 00

Goldsborough, • “ 29, -
.

• • 15 00

.4raounting to ’
'

,

' $330 00

411 of which is respectfully submitted. '

. T. W. BROWN, 1

P. W. FANNING. r Cotnmfite^,

A. MARTIN, )

(Jn Motion of Comp. Kankin, it was
l^esolvedf That Iho Grand Secretary bo instructed to issue a special notice to- all ChapterSj

which are in arrears, or have failed to make returns for two years, requiring them to show
cause at ihe next Grand Convocation, why their Charter should not be forfeited, agreeable to
the provisions of the 16th Article of the Constitution,

Tlie following regoliition, submitted by Comp. A. Martin, was

auanimously adopted

:

VViiERE.is, A report submitted b,y Comp. P. W. Fanning, to St. John’s Lodge. No 1., upon the
subject of non-alliliated Masons, expresses the views of this Grand Chapter. Tlierefore

liesolvKl, That the same be adopted, and spread upon the Minutes of our proceedings.

REPORT.
The Committee appointed for the purpose of enquiring into the propriety of laking

action relative to non-affiliated Masons beg- leave to report. That they have given the
subject that serious consideration which its importance demands, and irresistibly come
to the conclusion that no authority can be found warranting any peremptory enact-
ments calculated to disturb a Mason in the peaceful exercise of all the rights and priv-

ileges guaranteed to him on his mitiatiou. What Mason was ever told upon his ad-
mission, that he was assuming olmgatious to enroll hi.s name as a member of a Lodge,
or to make quarterly contributions, unless he voluntarily chose so to do?
True, the ancient charges say, “every brother ought to belong to a Lodge”—very

good
;
then by the same rule, every Lodge ought to admit every applying brother. Es-

tablish the rule that every brother must belong—then it necessarily follows that every
Lodge, OTusil admit. The Committee apprehend that no member present is prepared
to admit the propriety of any such rule. Besides, suppose a Mason should be required
in obedience to a resolution, to join the Lodge or pay quarterage, and he accordingly ap-
plies, and is rejected

;
is not an insult thereby offered him, and would the Lodge still

persi,st in exacting the tythe? There are certain duties and observances Lmiliar to all

who have been brought “to light,” which are obligatory on every individual Mason,
and which he cannot with impunity disregard

;
but then there are others, of a less im-

perious nature, which are altogether optional and not to be coerced.
That society or comn.unity which requires coercive measures to sustain it, standii

upon a rotten foundation, and must eventually prove a fatality.

It is hardly possible to conceive a more delicate or perplexing question to legislate
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anon, than the nreseat one ‘ander consideration. It has attracted th^e o,ttontion ot

many, and the a'ctidn of several of our Grand Lodges. Besides which, the subject has

been larirely dwelt upon in its various phases, by some of our most intelligent mason-

ic wrltei^ and journals but all with no practically good results; every scaeme so tar ad-

vised has proved an acknowledged failure. Every Mason still continues to act his

pleasure in regard to attaching himself to a Lodge; and every Lodge contmnes, as froin

time immemorial, to admit or reject at its option ;
so must this landmark continue no

^^iThe*^Committee on Eoreign Correspondence of our last Grand Lodge, takes up this

verysubfect, quoting the action of several other Grand Lodges thereon, all deprecating

what they are pleased to stigmatise as a crying evil, and some

measures with a view to its eradication. Our Grand Lodge seems
j

on the recommendation of their Committee to adopt similar measures. Had om G
Lodge, like some others, unwisely enacted that every Mason should affiliate limmelt to

the nearest Lodge, then wou’dit have claimed apower which no G.Lodge under Heaven

has the fight to usurp—that of dictating to its subordinates their choice m members.
_

Our learned Bro. Mackev, of Charleston, in a work entitled, “Principles of I.iasomc

Law,” iiist issued from the" Press, devotes a chapter to unaffiliated Masons, in wliicn,

very strangely, he opposes the right of coercion, while at the same time he imposes a

penalty, or something tantamount thereto. For instance, he admits that in ?U- times

unaffil'iated masons have existed, but complains that no penalty has followed the actor

withdrawal. The reason is obvious. For, anciently, the principles of Masonry were

well understood and practised; consequently, a Mason was not punished -or an a

which violated no pledge. Bro, Mackey quotes approvingly from the proceedings or

the Grand Lodge of Maryland, as follows; “The object of Masonry never was to ex-

tort {nolens volens) money from its vot.iries. Such are not its principles or teachings.

The advocatiug of such doctrines cannot advance the interests or reputation oi the i

Stitutioii, but, as your Committee fear, do much to destroy its usefulness. Compu.sive

membership deprives it of the title “Free,” aud “Accepted.” Why then not let the

matter rest? Why seek to revolutionize Masonry in this particular, by the introduc-

tion of new imposkions, undefined and uusanctioned by ancient record or traditiOT;

But Bro. Mackey insists that every Brother, according to the old charges, ought tooe'

long to a Lodge—so say your Committee—but it does not necessarily follow that he
ought to be fined or otherwise dealt with for not so belonging. If your Committee mis-

take not, this injunction is contained in the charge to an initiate, viz : “Although your
frequent appearance at our regular meetings is earnestly solicited, yet it is not meant
that masonry should interfere with your necessary vocations, for these are on no account
to be neglected.” This, undoubtedly, is the true spirit of Masonry, and who but tht^
Brother himself can know what actuates his conduct. Your Committee, while defend^
ing the general rights of unimpeached Masons, be they affiliated or otherwise, must not
be understood as favoring obstinate estrangements, or contumelious bearing; neither
are they to be regarded as apologists for those soulless Masons, who, from iudifl.erence,

peuuriousness, bigotry, affectation, or more reprehensible motives, are alwaVs ready
to excuse themselves for not participating in the active duties of the Lodge, whilst
their conscience never rebukes them in sharing its honors or enjoying its benefits.

—

After all, perhaps the existing relationship of which we complain, and which we so
anxiously desire to alter, may be the wisest arrangement in the whole Masonic econo-
my. Suppose for a moment, that all the heterogenous material herein suggested could
be forced into membership; how soon would the Lodge decaj-, for want of that
strength and support so essential to its existence.

Every individual who joins the institution, enters into solemn compact for the faith-

ful performance of certain reciprocal duties, with which every Mason is or ought to be
perfectly coilversaut

;
he likewise pledges himself to walk in the path of rectitude

and guard against debasing influences. It is impressed upon him. that whenever he
meets a brother, he meets a friend. It is never once intimated to him, that any barrier
may possibly be interposed against bis free intercourse with any legally constituted

assemblage of Masons, wheresoever congregated.
Masons ,may reside in a community not embraced within Ibe reasonable jurisdiction

of any Lodge; in such case the principle of compulsory affiliation rigidly enforced
would place those brethren in an awkward predicament, especially if their limited
members preclude them from a Dispensation or Charter. Masons so situated, however,
can never be relieved of those reciprocal duties; such as distress peremptorily demands,
and the infirmities of human nature claim

;
and which are identical even with initia-

tion. One great object in forming a Lodge is for the purpose of concentrating a more
certain fund, applicable in a moment, as emergency may require

;
not as a mutual re-

lief association, for the benefit alone of (hose who contribute, but for every worthy
son of light whose situation claims our pity. Another object of a Lodge is to carry out
more sy.stematic.any the designs of the institution, that, evci-vthingmay be done in pro-
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^er order and with decorum, that the principles upon which it is based may the more
effectually be inculcated

;
and that by a more frequent and social intercourse, the ce-

ment of brotherly love might become strengthened, and every brother be brought to

realize more sensibly the responsibilities he has assumed. In all this nothing selfish

or exclusive could have been inten sled
;

all the household of the faithful are invited to

participate in the rich feast thus bounteouslv prepared. No card of character need be
displayed; a token of recognition will readify insure a welcome.
Brother Mackey, in his recent w'ork on the subject under discussion, arrives at the

conclusion that unaffiliated Masons are entitled to aid only in iraaient peril
;

that- they
lose the right to receive pecuniary relief, and the general right to visit Lodges, or to

walk in Masonic processions, and of Masonic burials. Your Committee, for snbstan-'

tial reasons herein set forth, do not acquiesce in that worthy brother’s conclusions
;
on

the contrary, they unhesitatingly assei't, in brother Mackey’s own language, that “no Ma-
son can be deprived of his masonic rights, except after a trial with the opportunity of

defence, and a verdict of his peers.” The only exception to the rule is, when a Mason,
whether affiliated or not, so far forgets his self-respect as to betray any ungentlemanly
propensity, he may, for the moment, be temporai-ily restrained by the Master, who pos-

sesses all the power necessary to maintain order and preserve the harmony of his Lodge;

for any abuse of that power, redress is to be sought by appeal to the Grand Lodge or

GrandMaster. None but members have the,right, except by express permission, to take

any part in the business or debates of the Lodge, and a want of circumspection wmuld
be just cause of exclusion in a visitor, as it would be of suspension in a member.
In view of wbat has been said, and not to become too wearisome, your Committee

will sum up the result of their investigations in a few words. They wdll fir.st premise’

that the By-Laws of all Lodges proscribe a certain routine, and stipulate the precise

terms required of every applicant fir initiation. The Lodge professss to rnake Masons,

not necessarily Memhers-, no allusion is made to involuntary or prospective tax. But
every candidate is expressly bound, in his advancement, among other dufi?s, to be gov-

erned by the ancient Regulations, and these say, “every brother ought to belong to some

Lodge;” so he ought, provided his condition and that of the Lodge be in harmony; oth-

erwise he ought not, and cannot neither ought be, nor can he be taxed for the purpose

of indnoing that associated condition; which impels to the conclusion that all legisip-

lion calculated to impair the rights, priviledges, and guaranties of a Mason is impolitic

and indefensible.

Respectfully submitted, P. W. FANNING, Chairman.

On motion of Oqnip. Reid, it was
ScsolveJ; That tl.e thanks of this Grand Chapter are due, and are hereby tendered, to St.

John’s Lodge, No. 1, and Concord Cluipter, No. 1, for the use of their hall, and for the fnenuly

manner in which they have entertained us during the present convocation.

Comp. Ricaud, Cluiirman of tlie Committee to whom was re-

ferred the communication from a joint Committee of the Grand

Chajiter and Grand Encampment of Maine, presented the fol-

lowing report, which was on motion received and adopted

:

The Committee to w'hom was referred the interesting and suggestive Communica-

tion from the “ Joint Committee on international Masonic Correspondence beg leave

to report, that they approve most cordially of the various suggestions therein con-

tained, and believe that their accomplishment will be fraught with cofisequences pro-

lific of good to Masonry. They would also recommend that the whole matter be

placed in the hands of our Delegate who shall attend the next Convocation ot the

Gr.aiid Chapter,
Respectfully submitted,

.

' T. PAGE BICAUD.i Chairman.

jSio furthec business appearing, the minutes having been read

and approved, the Grand Chapter called from labor to refresh-

ment until to-morrow evening at eight o’clock.

THOS. B. C-^RR, Secretary.
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Thuksday Etenutg

—

8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed, labor.

PKESENT:
M. E. PETER CUSTIS, G. H. P„

E. Z. M. PASCHALL, G. K.

E. T. PAGE EICAUD, G. S.

F. M. CAPEHART. G. C. H. 'pro tern,.

JAMES REID, G. G.

OALVIH COX, G. P. Sij
“

T. J. UTLEY, G. R. A. C.

J. W . BLOUNT, G. M. 3p V.

JOEL LOFTIN, G. M. 2dY. ‘‘

W. II. JOhlES, G. M.^ 1st V,

T. W. BROWX. G. Tueas.
.

T. B. OARR. G. Sec.

H. W. FOY, G. Tylee.

Companions J. M. Monk^ P. AV. Panning, P. G. H. P., A
Martin, P. G. H. P., R. G. Eanidn, P. G. H. P., D. A. Korne-

gay, P. Watkins, Geo. Wortham, James P. Hurst, M. Cronly

On motion of Companion A. Martin, it was
JSesoZoed, That Comp. Fanning be requested to have such o{ the proceedings of our sister

Grand Chapters as can be obtained, bound in suitable form for the use of this Grand Chapter.

On motion of Companion Capehart, it was
Jlesolved, That the thanks of this Grand Royal Arch Chapter are hereby tendered to Concord

Chapter, No. 1, for the pleasant excursion they have this day given u?, and for the delightful

nanner with which they have entertained us during the day.

' Ho further business appearing, the minutes having been read

ind approved, tire Grand Chapter closed in ample form.

THOS. P. CARR, Secreta/ry,

f
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A SI mmi

Return of Chapter^ JVo. worlcing under

the jurisdiction of the M, E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

Regular Ileethigs held on

OFFICERS.

MEMBERS. MEMBERS.

Exaltations. Kejections. Withdrawals. Deaths. Expulsions. Suspensions. Total Membrs

1

fonii of Proxy for a High Priest, King or Scribe of a Subordinate Chapter.

i, A B, {High Priest, King or Scribe,) of

Chapter, Ho. constitute Cmnpanion C D my proxy to represent me

at the next Convocation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of

North Carolina, to he held in Wilmington, on the day of

in the year of A. I. 285 , A. H. 185

Witness my hand and seal, this day of A. B. ISb

]
SEAL,

f-

\
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Grand Royal Arch Chapter in accoimt with Thos. B. Ca/rr^

Grand Secretary.

1856.—June 1. By dues from Cherokee . . Chapter, . , . No. 14, $15 00
(i “ “ Jlontgomery, it No. 23, 16 00

June 2. Concord, . ,
4( No. 1, 15 00

u “ “ Eureka . . No. 7, 15 00
June 3.

“ “ Phoenix . .

ii No. 2, 15 00
it “ “ Mt. Ararat . No. 3, 15 00
U “ Oxford . . “ . . . No. 8, 15 00
tt “ “ Raleigh . . I'l’o. 10, 80 00
it “ “ Lafayette No. 11, 15 00

44 “ Union . . . No. 17, 15 00
(C “ * Keystone No. 19, 15 00

' (( ** “ Salisbury No. 20, 30 00
“ “ Lincoln . “

. . . No. 22, 30 00
4C -it “ “ Germanton . No. 24, 15 00

{C “ “ Louisburg . No. 26, 80 00
“ “ Asheville . . No. 25, 15 00
“ “ Concord . .

•
. . . No. 5, 15 00

$315 00

lo amount paid T. W. Brown, Orand Treasurer, as per receipts, . $315 00

T. B. CARR, Grand Secretary.



/

A LIST OF HIGH PRIESTS
IN THE

S T A. T E O F N O R T H G A R «) L I R A .

M. E, James P. McEee, . .
. Wilmington, M. E. J. S. Pender,

Alex. McRae, ti W. G. Thomas, . . .

.

ti

a P. W. Fanning, ** ii Lewis Bond it

H. P. Russell, U Jas. Mehegan,
it Alfred Martin, u ii W. VV. Daniel, ...

Isaac Northrop, . .

.

“
.

<< C. N. Webb,
D. McMillan, ii Z. M. Paschall, . .

.

K. G. Rankin ti .Wm. Burge,
« A. Empie, jr.,

ii A. P. Yancy,
(IC Wm. 6. Hill F. At. Capehart, .

.

. ti

it E. B. Freeman it P. P. Clements,. .

.

u John W. Crosby, .

.

it C. H. Jordan,,...

.

u J. R. Harrison . .

it E. G. Reade, ii

« Jos. M. Cox, C. W. Wool ey, ...
« Jos. G. Granbery, .

.

it u
J. S. Gibson,

u J. W. Albertson, .

.

A. T. Jerkins, ....
K* E. Myers, Peter Custis, ((

li A. H. Caldwell, . . .

.

it H. K. Nash
u L, Blackmer, ...... u

C. P. Mendenhall,

.

fi T. B. Nicholls,:.... . .Plymouth, Geo. Green
Wm. Bagley, Wm. Sloan,
.1. Ramsey, Jas. A. Caldwell, .

if

.John McRae, Jos. K. Bird,

A. M. Campbell, . .

.

- tt Ivater Biggs,
E. Ii. Winslow, <<

J. W. Haskins, . .

.

**
L. R. Loftin, . . Duplin. it B. J. Spruill,

«
Eli. W. Hines U « Wm. Slade, . . Hamilton,
Thos. Wright U Joshua Roberts, . . ..Asheville,

Jas. W. Blount, . .

.

James Reid,
Pride Jones, a

.1. S. Gibson,
44

E. F. Watson, L. 1). Farmer,

The above list comprises all the High Priests, as far as can be at this time ascertained
Should there be any omissions, the Grand Secretary tvonld be pleased to receive no
tice, to enable him to make a complete Eegister.



CONVENTION OF HIGH PRIESTS

WILMINGTON, Juke 2, A..D. 1850, A. L. 5856.

A Convention of High Pi'iests assembled in St. John’s Hall.

PRESENT;

M, E. A. MAETIN,
“ P. W. FANNING,
“ R. G. RANKIN,
“ H. P. RUSSELL,
” PETER CUSTIS,
“ L. R. LOPTIN.

President,

Master of Gseemonies,

Conductor,

Recorder.

Ex-Companion Jas. Reid, High Priest elect of Louisburg Chapter, No 26,

presented his certificate of election, and was consecrated High Priest of the

Order of Melchisedec, in solemn form.

H. P. RUSSELL, Reaorder.

WILMINGTON, Juke 4, A. D. 1856, A. L. 6866

A Convention of High Priests assembled'in St. John’s Hall,

PRESENT;

M. E, A. MARTIN,
“ P. W. PANNING,
“ R. G. RANKIN,
“ JAMES REID,

Presidekt,

Master op Ceremonies.

Conductor,

Recorder.

Ex-Companions J. R. Gibson, of Germanton Chapter, No. 24, and A. M,

Campbell, of Phoenix Chapter, No. 8, presented them certificates of their

election as High Priests of their respective Chapters, and were consecrated

High Priests of the Order of Melchisedec, in solenm form.

JAMES REID, Recorder.
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CONSTITUTION
OP THE

UKAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF N. C

REVTSED AND ADOPTED, JUNE 1851 .

* *

Aeticle i. This Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall consist of

the following officers, viz : Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand
High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe, Grand Treasurer,

Grand Secretary, Grand Marshal, Grand Tyler, together with

the Past Grand High Priests, Past Deputy Grand High Priests,

Kings and Scribes, and of the High Priests, Kings and Scribes

for the time being of the several Chapters, under the jurisdic-

tion of this Grand Chapter, Ail of whom shall be entitled to

a vote, except the Grand Tyler. Provided.^ that when any
Past Grand officer shall cease to be a member of a Subordinate

Chapter, his membership in this Grand Chapter shall cease,

Aeticle 2, The regular Communications- of this Grand
Chapter shall be held in Wilmington, N, C,, on the first Mon-
day in June, in each year. And in case of the absence of the

Grand High Priest, the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King
or Grand Scribe, or either of them shall preside, taking prece-

dence according to rank
;
in the absence of all the above named

officers, then the oldest Past Grand officer of those grades pres-

ent
;
and if there be none of the Past Grand officers of the rank

above named present, then the High Priest of the oldest Subor-
dinate Chapter present, shall have power to preside, and the

Representatives of three Subordinate Chapters shall constitute

a quorum. And if, on the day of meeting, there be not a quo-

rum present, the presiding officer may adjourn the Grand Chap-
ter from day to day, until the close of the fourth day, when, if

no quorum be present, the meeting shall be adjourned until the

next annual meeting, unless sooner or especially convened.

Aeticle 3. The officers of this Grand Chapter shall be cho-

sen at each regular Annual Communication, for the term of one
year. But should the Annual Communication not be held at

the stated time, they shall hold their offices until others are cho-

en. And the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests respective-

ly, for the time being, shall have power to call special meetings

whenever they shall deem it expedient, of which all the Subor-

dinate Chapters shall be duly notified.
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Article 4. Ali questions before tliis Grand Chapter shall be

determined by a majority of votes cast.

Article 5 . The constitutional officers of this Grand Chap-

ter shall be elected by ballot, except the Grand Lecturer and

Grand Tyler, -^vho shall be respectively appointed by the Grand.

High Priest, all of whom, if present, shall be duly installed into

their i-espective offices before the closing of the Grand Commu-
nication. And if any officer be absent at the time of his elec-

tion or appffintment, lie shall be immediately notified by the ac-

ting Grand Secretary, with a request that he signify his accep-

tance or refusal of the office, within thirty days. And should

any officer so notified, decline serving, or neglect to give notice

within the specified time, then such office shall be deemed va-

cant, and be filled by the appointment of the Grand High Priest,

or in case of his death, absence or inability, by the Deputy
Grand High Priest, and all other vacancies of offices by death or

otherwise, may be filled as above.

Article 6. Hone but a regular Koyal Arch Mason, holding

membership in a Subordinate Chapter under this jurisdiction,

shall be admitted to a seat in this Grand Chapter as proxy, nor

shall he represent more than three members at the same Com-
munication. And all persons acting in that capacity must be
furnished with credentials by the members so represented.

xIkticle 7. The Grand Lectm-er shall be furnished with a

commission by the Grand High Priest, under the seal of the

Grand Chapter, attested by the Grand Secretary, which com-
mission shall remain in force until the next Annual Communica-
tion succeeding his appointment, unless revoked by the Grand
High Priest. And it shall be his duty at the request of any
Subordinate Chapter under this jurisdiction, to visit such Chap-
ter, and instruct them in the work, lectures, and all things ap-

pertaining to the government of a Chapter, and the interest of

Hoyal Arch Masonry. And the Chapter so employing him,
shall make him such compensation as shall be agreed upon by
the parties. He shall keep a record of his proceedings, and re-

port the same to the Grand High Priest when required, and to

the Grand Chapter, at its Annual Communication
;
and shall

make no alterations in the work or lectures adopted by this

Grand Chapter.

Article 8. A Committee of Three shall be jippointed at

each Annual Communication, immediately after the Installa-

tion of the Grand Officers, to be styled the Committee of

Finance, whose duty it shall be to examine and audit all bills

presented against the Grand Chapter, together with the books
and accounts of the Grand Treasurer and Secretary, and re-
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port at tlie Annual Communication immediately succeeding
tlieir appointment, and previous to the election of officem.—
They shall also have power to invest from time to time any
funds belonging to this Grand Chapter.

Article 9, Tliis Grand Chapter, at every Communication,
shall be opened in solemn form previous to the transaction of
any business.

Article .10. The members of, and Eepresentatives 'to this

Grand Chapter, must appear properly clothed with the badges
of a Boyal Arch Mason,

Article 11. The Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary
shall have then Books ready for examination at the commence-
ment of each Annual Communication of this Grand Chapter

;

and for their services shall receive such compensation as this

Grand Chapter may approve.

Article 12. Every petition to this Grand Chapter for a
Warrant to open a new Koyal Arch Chapter, must be signed
by at least nine Eegular Eoyal Arcli Masons within this juris-

diction, and accompanied with a certificate from the Chapter
within the State nearest the contemplated location of the new
Chapter, vouching for the moral character and masonic abili-

ties of the petitionere, and recommending that a warrant be
granted them. And the Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priest,

upon the receipt of such petition, if approved, shall grant his

Dispensation for the same, to remain in force until the first An-
nual Communication of the Grand Chapter, thereafter, when
said Chapter sliall petition for a Charter, unless for satisfactory

reasons the Warrant shall be continued until the succeeding An-
nual Communication, at which time application shall be made
for a Charter, otherwise said Warrant shall be. revoked.

Article 13. The fees for a Warrant for opening and hold-
ing a Eoyal Arch Chapter shall be Ninety Dollars, of which
the Grand Secretary shall receive Ten Dollars, for his services

hi furnishing the same, and no Warrant shall be granted until

the fees are paid, And when any Charter shall be granted to

the Chapter having received such Warrant, the fees first depos-
ited shall be credited in payment of the same. But if a Char-
ter be not granted, and said Warrant be withdrawn, then the
fee shall be returned to the petitioners, excepting only such
part thereof as may have been expended by means of their ap-
plication.

Ariiclb 14. The several Chapters under the jurisdiction of

this Grand Chapter shall pay for the support thereof, into the

hands of the Grand Treasurer, annually, the sum of Fifteen Dol-



lars. Provided^ 'fhat Chapters working undet a Warrant shall

pay nothing for the time they shall have held such warrant.

—

feat in case of extension of the time of application for a Charter,

in which case they shall pay the regular fees of a Chapter un-

der Charter, for the time so extended, and no Chapter in arrears

shall have a vote in this Grand Chapter.

Article 15. No Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall change

its location, except with the concurrence of this Grand Chapter,

upon the application of a majority of the members of such Sub-
ordinate Chapter, recommended by the Chapter hearest the

place to which it is proposed to be removed.

Article 16. Every Eoyal Arch Chapter under the jurisdic-

tion of this Grand Chapter, shall be represented at each Grand
Convocation by their High Pridfet, King and Scribe, in person

or by their respective proxies. And whenever the first three

ofi3.cers of a Subordinate Chapter, or any one of them cannot
attend the annual meeting of this Grand Chapter, or shall fail

to appoint his or their proxy or proxies to represent them or

their Chapter, it shall be competent for such Chapter to elect

or appoint a delegate or proxy. And at the Annual Convoca-
tions they shall make return of the names of their oflacers and
m3mbers, together with all exaltations, deaths, suspensions, ex-

pulsions and witlidrawals. And if any Chapter under this ju-

risdiction shall fail to assemble once in any year, or shall neg-

lect to be represented in this Grand < hapter tor two years in

succession, or shall fail for two successive years to make re-

turns as above, and pay its dues to this Grand Chapter, then,

and in either case of delinquency, the said Chapter shall forfeit

to the use of this Grand Chapter, its Charter, with its records,

jewels, regalia, and furniture, together with its monetary, and all

other property of every description.

Article 17. The application of every candidate for the De-
grees in any Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be made in

writing, signed by the applicant, and recommended by a mem-
ber of said Chapter. And said application shall lay over at

least one meeting of said Chapter, for the consideration of its

members, unless in cases of emergency, so deemed by a major-
ity of the members present. And the vote, in all cases of ap-
plication for the degrees or for merabei'ship, must be unanimous
to admit.

Article 18, No Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Chapter, shall exalt any candidate to the degree of Ko^’^al Arch
Mason, for a less sum than Twenty Dollars, and no candidate
shall be balloted for until said fee is paid, and no note of hand
shall be taken by any Chapter for such fee or any part thereof.
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Article i!-J. Ao Companion, having been a pneinber of anj
other Cliapter, shall be adinitterl tq membership in any Chap-
ter under this jurisdiction, until he shall have paid all arreara-

ges to the Chapter of which he was last a member.

Article 20. No Chapter under, this jurisdiction shall exalt

any candidate who is a resident of another State, wliere a Sub-
ordinate Chapter is established, without a special recommenda-
tion fi'om the Chapter, in such State, nearest liis place of resi-

dence, or from one of the three principal officers of the Grand
Chapter of the State where lie resides, and no candidate living

within this jurisdiction shall receive any degree in any other

than the Chaptei: which is nearest his filace of residence, with-

out a recommendation from said nearest Chapter,

Article 21. No Chapter or assembly of Royal Arch Masons
which may hereafter be formed within this jurisdiction, shall be
deemed legal without the sanction of a Warrant from this Grand
Chapter

;
and all Masonic communication, either public or pri-

vate, between any Chapter under this jurisdiction, or any of its

menahers, and any Chapter so illegally foi-med, or any person

therein exalted, is hereby strictly forbidden, and a breach of

any part of this article shall be punished by expulsion, or ex-

clusion from all the benefits of this Grand Chapter.

Article 2l The High Priest, King and Scribe of any Chap-

ter under this jurisdiction, wfilen not able to attend the Grand
Communications, shall appoint their proxy or proxies, by a

commission signed with tlieir n;!,raes with tlieir seals affixed,

which commission shall continue in force only during the year

for which the said High Priest, King or Scribe was elected.

Article 2-3. This Grand Chapter shall have original juris-

diction over all matters of controversy which may arip be-

tween any of the .Subordinate Chapters'under this jurisdiction,

or "between members of different subordinate Chapters, and ap-

pellate jurisdiction in all matters of controversy, proper for Ma-

sonic investigation, arising in any Subordinate Chaptei'.

Article 24. When any member of a Cliapter under this ju-

risdiction shall be accused of any oftence, which it proved

against him, would subject him to suspension or expulsion,

the proceedings in the premises shall be conducted agreeably

to the following rules
: ,

1st. The accusation shall he made in writing over the signa-

ture of a Royal Arch Mason, and given in charge to the Secre-

tary of the Chapter, who, under the direction of the High

Priest, shall serve or cause the accused to be served with^ an

attested copy of the charges, ten days at least before the time



appointed for the examination. Provided, tlie r^idence of

the companion so charged shall he known, and shall be
within the distance of twenty miles of the place where the

Chapter is located. If the residence of the accused be at a

greater distance than twenty miles, but within the State, then

and in that case, a summons to appear and show cause, for-

warded to him by mail of other conveyance thirty days be-

fore the trialf shall be consklered sufficient service. If the

residence of the delinquent Im unknbwu, the (chapter may
proceed to examine the charges ex parte.

2d. The examination of the. charges shall be had in a Chap-
ter, specially notified and convened for the purpose; at which
no visitors shall be admitted excepting as coimsel or witnesses.

3d. The accused may select his own counsel, and the witnes-

ses shall testify on their honor; hearsay evidence shall be ex-

cluded.

4th. The question, is the accused guilty or not guilty? shall

be distinctly put to each member, commencing with the

youngest member. The answer shall be, g^iven standing, and
in a distinct and audible manner. The Secretary shall re-

cord the same.

5th. If the verdict be suspension or expulsion, the proceed-

ings shall be sent up at the ensuing meeting of the Grand
Chapter for examination.

6tn. A sentence of expulsion shall not take effect until con-

firmed by the Grand Chapter, but shall operate as a suspen-

sion of the delinquent.

7th. A companion feeling himself aggrieved by the decision

of a Subordinate -Cliapter, shall have the, right of appeal to the

Grand Chapter, he having given due and timely notice to the

Subordinate Chapter, of his intention so to appeal from its de-

cision.

8th. Whenever this Grand Chapter shall reverse or abrogate
the decision of a Subordinate Chapter, suspending or expelling

a cotnpanion, and shall restore him to the benefits and privi-

leges of Masonry, he shall not thereby be restored to mem-
bership within the body from which he was suspended or ex-

pelled, without its unanimous consent.

9th. In all respects other than those here specified, the pro-

ceedings shall be conducted agreeably to the regulations of-An-
cient Craft Masonry.

Aeticle 25. -.’ISlo alteration or amendment of this constitu-

tution. shall be made at ^y. other than the regular annual com-
munication. ; -

,

Aeticlb 26. All former constitutions and by-laws of this

Grand Chapter are hereby repealed’.
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RETURN OF CHAPTERS,
WORKING UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE

C|a|kr of |l0rii Caroli

June, A. Xi. 5S5^.

CONCORD CHAPTER No. I—Wilmington.

OFFICERS

M. E. A. Empie, jr.,

E. .0. L. Fillyaw,

E. D. A. Lament,

J. M. Monk,

E. J. Lutterloh, .

M. Cronly, .

T. M. Gardner,

J. A. Stanly,

W. H. McDowell,

Jno. A. Taylor,

Thos. B. Carr,

T. Page Ricaud,

E. Turlington,

H. P. Russell, R H. R,

MEMBERS.

I. Northrop, M. Meinnis,

D. Teller, J. Lyon, H. W. Foy,

Alez’r Boon, D. P. Beatty, L. C. Turner,

R. Morrlss, P, W. Fanning, P.G.H.P, J. M. Foy,

J, H. Planner, A. Martin, P.G.H.P., J. H. Dali,

A, McRae, sr, P.H.P., A. J. Howell, T, C. Worth,

B. McMillan, RH.R, R. G. Rankin, P.G.H.P., W. J. Price,

Thos. Marshall, Thos. Cowan, John Branton,

W. C. Parks, L. H. Marsteller, N. T. Harriss,

W. A. Burr, A. McRae, jr., D. Eahnweiler,

J. A. Silliman, T. F. Peck, G. R. French,

J, E, Metis, Thos. I Faison, T. F. Gauge,

. High Priest

. King.

. S.

. C. H.

. P. S.

. R. A. C-

. M. 3rd V.

. M. 2nd V.

. M. IstV.

Treasurer.

. Secretary,

. Chaplain.

. Tyler.



T. D. Mearefi,

John S. James,

J. I. McDugald,

C. McMillan,

A. Lament,

Alfred Smith.

Jas. T. Miller,

K. Fenner,

A. B. ChesHut,

Wm. G. Jones,

Wm. Huntington,

T. Burr, jr.,

John Smith,

Owen Fennell,

J. Mathews,

J. B. Russell,

M. Neuhoff,

H. Hirsh,

John Garwood,

J, H. Wright,

B. G. Bates.

W. W. Harries,

E. V. Kelly,

Wm. Murphy,

T. W. Brown,

D. E. Roberts,

John D. Powers,

W. D. Smith,

S. Teller,

R. Maxwell,

George Harriss.

M. C. Turrentine,

J. B. Price,

James Snow,

Sam’l Langdon,

W, E. Robitzh,

John D. Moore,

W. E. Freeman,

W. H. Turlington,

C. T. Murphy,

S. D. Wallace,

John Christian,

T. F. Robeson,

John Nutt,

J. H. Allen,

A. A. Brown,

Jos. Green,

A. P. Repiton,

John Banks,

Luther Wright,

J. R. Beaman,

John Walker, jr.,

Owen Holmes,

R. Strange, jr.,

Jas. Burney,

R. E. Troy,

J. A. Barnes,

J. H. Pritchett,

P. D. Trawick,

T. H. Lane,

J. Wilkinson,

Seven exaltations
;
no rejections

;
no withdrawals

;
one death

;
no expul-

sions
;
no suspensions. Seven regular meetings

;
thirteen special meetings.

Regular Meetings 1st and 3rd Monday of each month. No. of members 110.

PHOENIX CHAPTER, No. II—Fayetteville.

OFFICERS.

M. E. A. M. Campbell, . . High Priest.

(i James McDaniel, . King.

u . Joseph Arey, - S.

Comp. J. A. M. Laughlin, . C. H.

ii George Lander, . . P. S.

4i H. C. Lucas, . R. A. C.

u
J. D. Williams, . . G. M. 3rd V.

u W. S. Fowlkes, . . G. M. 2nd V.

«
J. B. Starr, . . G. M. 1st V-

’ u Warren Prior, . . Treasurer.

J, B. Ferguson, . . . . Secretary

D. Wenjyes. . Tyler,
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John McRae,

E. Glover,

J. W. Lett,

B. F. Pearce.

S. F. Venable,

J. McD. Jessup,

G. H. Makepeace,

MEMBERS.

E. L. Winslow,

J. McR. Alford,

W. B. ShetHwell,

A. H. Whitfield,

J. A. Worth,

A. P. Hurt,

Isham Blake,

J. C. Moore,

T. H. Pemberton,
.1^

0. P. Jones,

J. R. Carter,

T. G. H. Crockett,

H. A. MeSwain.

Regular meetings

J. B. Walton,

Advanced, one; exalted, six; rejected, one; died, one.

first Tuesday in each months. Number of members. 33.

MOUNT ARARAT CHAPTER, No. Ill—Mukpeeesborough.

OFFICERS

F. M. Capehart, M, E. H. P.,

J, H. Bishop, .... King,

J. Pipkin, .... Scribe,

J. Baugham, .... C. H.,

R. F. Hart, .... P. S.,

A. E. Grant, .... R. A. C.,

J. H. Vinson, .... M. 3rd V.,

W. W. Edwards, M. 2nd V.,

Wm. H. Dardtn, M. 1st V.,

J. T. Beaman, Secretary,

Alexander Britt, Treasurer,

G. D. Parker, Tyler.

MEMBERS.

D. Brown, J. R. Rochell, Sam’l Darden,

Jethro R. Darden, John P. Lee, E. T. Hilt,

A. G. Jone.s, Wm. T. Bynum, Charles Van,

Abner Carter, Jas. J. Rochell, A. D. Rawls,

James M. Wynns, A. D. Ramsey, Richard Shane.

Three exaltations
;
one withdrawal

;
one death. Total number of mem-

bers, 27. Regular meetings held on the third Saturday in each month.



CONCORD CHAPTER, No. V--TabboSo'.

OFFICERS.

M. E. James Mehegan, i . High Priest,

E. Henry T. Clark, • King,

E. William S. Long, Scribe,

Comp. William Duggin, . C. H.,

William Harrell, , P. S.,

it Elisha Cromwell, . R. A, C.,

M. Worsley, ... . G. M. 3rd V.,

John Knight, . G. M. 2nd V.

Kenneth Thigpen, . . G. M. 1st V,,

(t Louis C. Pender, . Secretary,

4( William Norfleet, Treasurer,

(i Redden Daughtery, Tyler.

MEMBERS
Daniel S. Crenshaw, Benjamin Batts,

John F. Hughes, John R. Mercer,

A. Freeman, W. Andrews,

R. H. Pender, W. H. Smith,

John Mooring, Win. Duggin,

W. F. Mercer, J. F. Jenkins,

Josiah S. Pender.

No exaltations; no rejections; one withdrawal; two deaths; no expul-

sions; no suspensions. Total number of members, 32. Number of regular

meetings, four; special meetings one. Regular meetings held on the third

Saturday in each month.

Benjamin M. Jackson,

Jesse H. Drake,

A. J. Gotten,

Louis Bond,

John H. Drake,

James Nelson,

Josiah D. Jenkins,

EUREKA CHAPTER, No. VII—Newbebn.

OFFICERS.
George Green, . High Priest,

J. D. Planner, . . King,

A. Miller, . Scribe,

S. Attmore, . . . C.H.,

I. Disosway, . . . P.S.,

John H. Lane, . R. A. C.,

C. S. Primrose, , G. M. 3rd V.,

L. R, Clark, . Q. M. 2nd V.,

C Lowenberg, . G. M. 1st V.,



.
^^cret^rjr,J. F. Jones,

W. H. Oliver,

W. S. Chaffin,

W. H. Jones,

Peter Custis, P.G.H.P.,

Thomas R. Wilson,

E. W. Montford,

E. R. Coward,

Jacob Utley,

J. A. May,

T. P. Ricaud,

James Hayward,

David Marshall,

S. Sparrow,

Charles Foy,

John Shakleford,

R. A. Russell,

Calvin Cox,

Stephen D. Pool,

M E M E R S .

M. A. Outten,

W. B. Willows,

A. T. Jeikins,

0. S. Dewey,

Allen Blount,

Jesse Hart,

A. J. Murrell,

J. H. Foy,

David S. Willis,

W. A. Pugh,

M. F. Arendel,

Levi A. Newbourn,

J. A. Hartford,

J. M. Patrick,

Treasurer,

Chaplain,

Tyler.

W. C. Hunter,

J. D. Whitford,

E. R. Stanly,

F. B. Harrison,

W. J. Pope,

W. R. Frizzle,

Joseph Whitty,

F. S. Humphrey,

John A. Hodge,

R. D. Wairen,

J. Whittaker,

Isaac Ramsay,

A. F. Rolfe,

J. Q. Gillet,

S. H. Rountree.J. M. F. Rhodes,

Three admissions
;
no exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals

;
three

deaths; no expulsions; no suspensions. Whole number of niembcr.«, .58.

Regular meetings held on the evening of the first Wednesday of each month.

OXFORD CHAPTER, No. VIII—Oxford.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Z. M. Paschall, . . High Priest,

Lyman Latham, • King,
tt Leonard H. Bullock, . . Scribe,

Comp. James H. Horner, . C. H.,

William A. Philpott, . . P. S.,

“ L. C. Taylor, . R. A. C.,

W. M. Bareford, . G. M. 3rd V.
“ D. A. Paschall, .

. ,G. M. 2jnd V.

T. H. Rany, . G. M. 1st V.
“

R. W. Lassiter, . . Treasurer,

T. L. Hargrove, . Secretary,
it

R. J. Devin, Chaplain.
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MEMBERS.

James E. Allen,

J. B. Green,

S. F. Venable,

D. S. Wilkerson,

L. A. Paschall,

J. R. Fuller,

John D; Bullock,

E. H. Hicks,

A. F. Spencer,

J. S. Overby,

George Wortham,

Wm. T. Ezelle.

Archibald Taylor,

R. F. Taylor,

T. J. Littlejohn,

James H. Strum,

There have been no exaltations, rejections, withdrawals, deaths, expul-

sions, suspension. Whole number of meipbers, 28. Regular meetings held

on the«third Monday in each month.

RALEIGH CHAPTER, No. X—Raleigh.

OFFICERS.

M. E. William G. Hill,

“ C. W. D. Hutchings,

“ W. T. BlMt,'. V.

Comp. D. H. Stephenson,

J. R. Harrison,

W. H. High, .

“ G. W. Norwood,

“ A. J. Woodward,
“ Albert Johnson,

“ Eldrige Smith,

“ T. J. Utley, .

*• .James S. Terrill,

Dabney Cosby,

W. D. Cooke,

D. B." Griffin,

S. D. Beevers,

John 0. Jeffreys,

W. W. Johnson,

James D. Newson,

B. T, Strickland,

MEMBERS.

R. W. Seawell,

Joseph Weltering,

E. Yarbrough,

James M. Harris,

J. M. Lovejoy,

William F. Collins,

R. T. Heflin,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

C. H.,

P. S.,

R. A. a, '

G. M. 3rd V.,

G. M. 2nd V,,

G. M. 1st V.,

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Guard.

W. D. Haywood,

J. D. Powell,

C. J. Rogers,

H. W. Miller,

W. D. Jones,

Chas. H. Johnson,

E. H. Woodard,

Total number ‘ iThree exaltations; three withdrawals;

members, 34.

one death.
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LA FAYETTE CHAPTER No. XI--Hillsboro’.

i

OFFICERS.

M. E. Pride Jones, . . . . High Priest,

“ Daniel D. Philips, King,.

Samuel P. Moore, Scribe,

Comp. John M. Wolf, . . . . C. H.,

Thomas Webb, P. S.,

Calvin E. Parish, R. A. C.,

Alexander Dickson, G. M. 3rd V.,

A. C. Murdoch, . G. M. 2nd V.,
•

John A. Paucett, G. M. 1st V.,

Joseph Allison, Treasurer,
’’

Henry K. Nash, . Secretary,

James M. Palmer, Janitor.

MEMBERS,

William Nelson, James C. Turner, Thomas Howerton,

William Dickson, Gaston D. Cobb, Antonio D. Martino,

B. S. Durham, John J. Allison, John McCrackin,

John J. Freeland, Daniel A. Montgomery, William Bason,

John Q. Anderson, William McCown, John C. Douglass,

Frederick Zerlant.

No exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals
;
no expulsions

;
no death

no suspensions-

James J. Ailen received and acknowledged as Most Excellent Master.

CHEROKEE CHAPTER, No. XIV-—Hertford.

OFFICERS.

Comp. James M. Cox, . . . M. E. High Priest,

“ Dempsey Barclift, . King,

“ M. D. Hathaway, • . . Scribe,

“ M. 0. Jordon, .... . C. H.,.^

“ Jos. G. Granbery, . . . . P.S.,

“ William Felton, . R. A. C.,

“ Geo. H. Freer, . G. M. 3idV.,

“ Francis Bai’row', . G. M. 2nd V.,

“ Dr. S. W. Streets, . G. M, 1st V.

“ B. Morris, .... . Treasurer,
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Comp. Edwin Brace, Secretary,

“ John G. Berry, . .
.

'

. Tyler,

MEMBERS.

Dai-ius White, Dr. R. C. Jenkins, John H. Hinton,

James R. Hoffler, Dr. R. K. Speed, J. W. Albertson,

Samuel Sutton, Willis H. Bagley, Thomas Palmer,

Rov’d Erin Forbes, Malichi Boushel, William Harrall,

,
Rev’d John M. Doll, Josiah H. White, William Small.

Three exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals; one death.; no expul

sions.; no suspensions.

UNION CHAPTER, No. XVIT--DuPLUf.

OFFICERS.

James W. Blount, High Priest,

C. D. Hill, King,

Thomas Wright, Scribe,

Joel Loftin, «... C. H.,

D. Bowd^, P. s ,.

James R. Hurst, R. A. C.,

D. Watkins, M. 3rd V.,

Speight Hill, M. 2nd V.,

B. W. Williams, M. 1st V., •

A. R. Hicks, Treasurer,

James G. Dickson, Secretary,

D. B. Newton,

MEMBERS.

Tyler.

D. B. Newton, Joel Loftin, Daniel Glisson,

Daniel Bowden, A. R. Hicks, J. W Blount,

James G. Dickson, B. C. Bowden, David Wright,

C. D. Hill, J. R. Hatch, Thomas Wright,

H. F. Murphy, A. Guy, H. W. Faison,

William J. Hill, D. K. Komegay, H. H. Hodges,

J. R. Hurst, F. 0. Wilson, D. Watkins,

Speight Hill, L. F. Williams, J. Cannon,

James G. Branch, B. W. Williams, Wm. H. Herring,

J. W. Hinson, E. Peterson, L. W. Humphrey,

T. B. Hill.

Five exaltations
;
one rejection

;
nine withdrawals. Regular meetings

5nd Thursday in each month. Whole number of members, 31.
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KEYSTONE CHAPTER, No. XIX—Plymouth.

0 F F I C E K S .

M. E. William Bagley, .... High Priest,

E. Thomas B. Nichols, . . . King,

E. Henry B. Short, .... Scribe,

Comp. Henry A. Gilliam, C. H.,

“ Thomas E. Pender, P.S.,

“ George W. Pearce, R. A. C..

“ Enoch Jones, .... G. M. 3rd V.,

“ John Brown, .... G. M. 2nd V.,

“
. John Simmons, .... G. M. 1st V.,

" Isaac Kelly, .... Treasurej,

“ Joseph Ramsay, .... Secretary.

MEMBERS.

Joseph A. Spruill, Silas Murray, J. xMcC. Boyle,

E. F. Fagan, Edgar Hanks, John F. Phelps,

William W. Ward, Warren W. Ward, Edwin H. White,

Thomas P. White, Charles G. Phelps, Rev’d A. Weaver

One exaltation
;

one rejection
;

no withdrawals ;* one death; no expui-

ons : no suspensions. Total number ot members, 23.

SALISBURY CHAPTER, No. XX—Salisbury.

OFFICERS
Luke Blackmer, High Priest,

C. L. Partee, . ... King,

J. D. Ramsey, .
. Scribe,

D. A. Davis, .... C. H.,

Alexander Murdock, P. S.,

John M. Coffin, R. A. C.,

John A. Holt, M. 3rd Yb,

W. P. Burk, .... M. 2nd V.,

J. W. Wiseman, M. Jst V.,

Martin Richwine, . .. . Secretary,

Joseph F. Chambers, Treasurer,

Lewis Gumb, .... Janitor,

M E .M B E K S .

Ezekiel Myers, D. W. Honeycutt, Clarkson CofiBn

A. H. Caldwell, A. D. Montgomery, J. G. Ramsey,
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T. P. Eicaud, D. Coleman, T. J. Bcyan,

H. C. Simonton, A. M. Boal, George Riley,

L. Blackmer, B. Bailey, G. W. Johnson,

D. A. Davis, Jehu Hank, John Killey,

0. Woodson, John I, Shaver, J. T. Alexander,

John M. Coffin, J. A. Johnson, John 0. Ross,

Turner Pinkston, Joseph A Worth, M. Richwine,

J. D. Ramsey, J. B. Jones, John A. Holt,

A. G. Holder, Lewis Gumb, H. Laselle,

A. M. Nesbitt, R. D. Van Dusen, H. H. Dent,

Alex. Murdoch, William Murdock, D. B. Woode,

Thomas A. Burk, W. P. Burk, R. S. Melton,

Hugh Murdock, John H. McKinley, E. R. Gibson,

Samuel Taylor, J. S. Caldcleugh, A. J. York,'

John G. Bynum,

R. P. Besent.

John W. Ellis, J. W. Wiseman,

Number of members, 52.

LINCOLN CHAPTER, No. XXII.—Lincolnton.

0 F F I C E E S .

Comp. M. E. James A. Caldwell, . High Priest,

“ “ Elisha S. Barrett, King,

“ “ George Mosteller, Scribe,

“ “ J. T. Alexander, C. H.,

“ “ C. J. Hammarshold, P. S.,

“ “ M. J. Aydolett, R. A. C,,

“ “ Z. A. Moss, M. 3rd V.,

“ “ B. F. Briggs, . M. 2nd V.,

“ “ Middleton King, M. 1st V.,

“ “ J. T. Alexander, Secretary,

“ J- -A- Jetton, . Janitor,

MEMBERS.

A. W. Burton, , David A. Jenkins, L. P. Henderson,

A. Monroe Gillespie, A. Jackson Hause, T. W. Bradburn,

James C. Smith, Dr. William Sloan, Dr. J. M. Happoldt

.\braham Myers, Rev. E. J. Meynardie, Robert F. Sloan,

J. Q. Carpenter, William Jenks, John H. Goodell,
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J. Bryant Smith, J. H. Aydolett, A. J. Scoburg,

Jacob H. Ramsour.

Three exaltations; one withdrawal; no rejections; no deaths; no suspen-

sions. Total number ofmembers, 29. Regular meetings held or. the first

Wednesday in each month.

MONTGOMERY CHAPTER, No. XXTII—Montgomery.

OEFICERS.

M. E. C. W. Wooley,

“ J. H. Montgomery,

“ S. H. Christian,

Comp. P. P. Ballaid,

“ W. G. Deberry,

“ C. J. Cochran,

“ J. R. Ballard,

“ John Boggar,

“ James C. xVndrews,

“ James M. 'Lilly,

“ W. McRae,

“ J. Luther,

‘t S. M. Ballard,

N, B. Miller,

James W. McRae

,

A. W. McLennan,

N. Bowdon,

Dr. 0. Hadley,

Dr. 0. P. Luther,

MEMBERS.

D. S. Munroe,

Hugh G. Lucas,

.John R. Livingston,

Dr. P. W. Wooley,

John T. Matheson,

Thomas R. Baldwin,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

O. H.,

P. S.,

R. A. C.,

M. 3rd V.,

M. 2nd V.,

M. 1st V.,

Secretary,

Treasurer,

Chaplain,

Janitor.

Alex. McRae,

R. T. Steele,

A. H. Ingram,

D. Hearne.

W. S. Pemberton,

John P. Little.

Advanced to the honorary degree of Mark Master, seven; passed to the

Oriental Chair, seven
;
received and acknowledged M. E. M., seven

;
exalted

to the august degree of Royal Arch Masons, seven
;
expelled, one. Num-

ber of stated meetings, three; special meeting.s, six. No. of members, 31.
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GERMANTON CHAPTER, No. XXIV—Stoke?,

Ori'ICERS,

J. S. Gibson, High Priest,

M. H. Quinn, . • King,

Peter Fitter, . . Scribe,

J. Atwood, . • M. 3rd V.,

Wm. S. Gannaway, M. 2nd V.,

G. H. Rennager, M. 1st V.,

William W. Stedman. Secretary,

R. G. Mays, . Treasurer,

W. W. Petree, Janitor.

MEMBERS.

B. Jones, John W. Gibson, R. H Smith.

M. R. Banner, W. N. Gibson, J. B. Kingsbury,.

James Styers, P. Hutcherson, D. R. Leak,

S. Ivey, S. S. Bryant, J. W. Hunter,

W. S. Leak, J. E. Shutts, A. L. Bitting,

T. Long, N. Bohannon, H. C. Wilson,

W. W. Long, J. A. Bitting,. W. B. llmhardson.

E. B. King, Thomas S. Martin.

Seven exaltations; no rejections
;
no withdrawals

;
no deaths

;
no expui-

ions; no suspensions. Total number of members, 32'.

ASHEVILLE CHAPTER, No. XXV—Buncombe.

OFFICERS

Joshua Rober, High Priest,

James W. Patton, King,

John Burgin, . Scribe,

R. B. Vance, C. H.,

G. W. Whitson, . P. S.,

G. Spurs, R. A. C.,

Rev. E. W. Chanceaulm, M. 3rd V.,

Comp. J. L. Crumby, M. 2nd V.,

J. M. Davidson, M. 1st V.,

J. R. Osborne, . Treasurer^

M. M. Gaines, . Secretary,,
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J. L. Crumby, . . . Chaplain,

G. W. Sha^velford, . . Janitor.

.John Baxter,

Rev. A. W. Cumming,

A. J. Miller,

^yi^iaIn Bryson,

J. D. Roberts,

M E M B E K S.

Z. B. Vance,

Rev. J. A. Reagon,

Rev. R, W. Patty,

James A. Patton,

J. M. Blair,

Rev.. John Reynold.'’,

Rev. \V. Hicks,:

Rev. J. Baldwin,

J. T. Weaver,

Rev. C. Campbell.

Five exaltations; ho rejections; two withdrawals; no deaths; no ex

pulsions
;
no suspensions. Total number of members, 28. Regular meet

ings held on the first Monday evening of every month.

LOUISBURG CHAPTER, No. XXVI—Edgecojibe.

0 F F I C E K S .

M. E.. James Reed, .

A. M. Noble,

James H. Yarborough,

Comp. J. J. Harper,

“ Ellis Malone,

“ N. B. Walker,

“ John H. Brodie,

“ R. F. Yarborough,

“ J. J. Davis,

“ J. A. Whitaker,

“ William H. Furman,

“ William F. Sykes, .

James Reed,

James H. Yarborough,

W. Closs,

W. F. Sykes,

W. H. Furman,

John Chamblee,

William H. Strocher,

B. H. Sorsby,

J. J. Davis,

MEMBERS.

A. M. Noble,

N. P. Massonburg,

A. Thomas,

J. J. Harper,

W. H. Harris,

John H. Brodie,

N. B. Walker,

D. W. Williams,

T. K. Thomas,

High Priest,

King,

Scribe,

C. H.,

R. A. C.,

P. S.,

M. 3rd V.,

M. 2nd V.,

M. 1st V.,

Treasurer,

Secretary,

Tyler.

N. F. Reed,

P. H. Joyner,

J. B. Littlejohn,

C. Stone,

W. A. Stone,

Calvin B. Walker,

William B. Poster,

Ellis Malone,

J. A. Whitaker,



A. L. Jeffreys, W. A. Moore, J. J. Mineree,

E. L. Stegall, I\. F. Yarborough, A. 0. Massenburs,

J. W. Williams.

Niue exaltations
;
one withdrawal

;
one death. Total number of mem

hers, 34.

GRAHAM CHAPTER, No. XXVIU—Graham.

OFFICERS.

E. F. Watson, High Priest,

P. A. Holt, .... K-ing, '

A. Apple, .... Scribe,

J. 0. Holt, .... C. H.,

G. G. Walker, P. S.,

A. Boydj .... R. A. C.,

YVilliam A. Holt, M. .3rd YL,

Thomas Fawke, M. 2nd YC,

H. C. Hurdle, il. 1st Y'^.,

J. A. Murray, Treasurer,

William Faucette, Secretary,

John Elapp, Tyler.

^ M E >[ E B R S

,

William R, Dincey, William Patterson, William Coble,

Rev. R. G. Tinner, A. J. Pyles, Bedford Wray,

J. M. Klapp, Levin K. Wood, John Eaucette,

Rev. J. S. Swift, E. W. Beale, YVm. Chordewin

Seven exaltations
;
no rejections

;
no withdrawals

;
no deaths

;
no expul

sions
;
no suspensions. Total number of members, 24.
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Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of North Carolina,

To

E. P. of Glia^pter No.

You are hereby ordered to cause the Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual

Convocation of the Grand Chapter to be read in your Chapter within two

months after receipt.

PETER CUSTIS, Q. H. P.

Attest,

T. B. Caer, G. Sec'y.



PROCEEDINGS
OP THB

ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION
OP TEE

Olranli) Jogal Ck|to
OP

NORTH CAROLINA,
Begun and held in the Hall of St. John’s Lodge, No. 1,

in Wilmington, N. C., on Monday the first day of

June, A. L. 5857, A. I. 2387, A. D. 1857-

present:

M. E. Peter Gustis, Newbern, Gr. H. P.

E. Goold Hoyt, Greenville, G. K. p. t.

E. D. D, Phillips, Hillsboro’, G. S.

Comp. P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., Wilmington, G. C. H. “

“ A. L. Bitting, Germanton, G.”^P. S.
“

“ H. G. Barnhill, Greenville, G. E. A. C.
“ Jas. D. Doughty, . . . “ G. M. 3d V. “

“ T. Burr, Jr., Wilmington, . . G. M. 2d V. “

“ W. G. Thomas, P. G. S., “ G.M.lstV.
“ Thos. B. Carr, “ G. Secretary,
“ L. C. Turner, G. Tyler, p. t.

Companion E. G. Eankin, P. G. H. P. “

The Grand Chapter opened in solemn form’.

The M. E, G. H. P. appointed the following Commit-

tee :

On Crede7itiaIs—(jom^\\B P. W. Panning, P. G. H.

P., and D. D. Phillips.

The minutes having been read and approved, the

Grand Chapter called from labor to refreshment until

this evening, at eight o’clock.

THOS. B. CAEE, G. Sedy.



4

Monday Evening, June 1st, 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

present:
M. E. Peter Custis, G. H. P.

E. Goold Hoyt, G. K. p. t.

E. D. D. Phillips,. G. S. ' p. t.

Comp. P. W. Fanning, P. G. H, P,, G. 0. H. p, t;

“ M. Newhoff, G. P.S. p. t.

“ S. E. Milbnrn, G. E. A. C. p. ti

“ Jas. D, Doughty, G. M. 3d V. p. t.

“ Alex. Miller, G. M. 2d V. p. t.

“ J. B. Whitaker, G. M. 1st V. p. t.

Thos. B. Carr, G. S.

“ L. C. Turner,.. . . G. T. p. t.

Companions John B. Griswold, Geo. H. Makepeace, J. W,
Blount, Isaiah K. Fuller, E. G. Eankin, P. G. H. P., Jno. W,
Hinson, W. F. Pollock, Jas. C. Borden, W. G. Thomas, P. G. S.

The Committee on Credentials made the following

report, which was received and adopted, and the Com-
mittee continued, with power to amend their report from

time to time, as the delegates should arrive

:

The Committee on Credentials report the following Representatives from their

respective Chapters, as properly entitled to seats in this Grand Body :

Concord, No. 1 . . . R. G. Rankin, H. P., and Pros, for S., O. L. Fillyaw, K.

Phoenix, No. 2 . . . Geo. H. Makepeace, Prox. for H. P., K. and S.

Mt. Ararat, No. 3 . . . F. M. Capehart, Rep.

Temple, No. 6 . . . T. B. Carr, Prox. for H. P.

Eureka, No. 7... Alex. Miller, Rep.

Oxford, No. 8. . .Isaiah R. Fuller, Prox. for H. P.

Lafayette, No. 11. . .D. D. Phillips, H. P., and Prox. for K. and S.

Conoho, • No. 12. . .Jno. B. Whitaker, K.

Union, No. 17. . .James W. Blount, H. P., Dan’l Bowden, Prox. for K.

Keystone, No. 19 . . . P. W. Fanning, Prox. for H. P., K. and S.

Montgomery, No. 23. . .S. W. Neal, Prox. for H. P., K. and S.

Germanton, No. 24. , . A. L. Bitting and W. S. Leak, Reps.

Mt. Lebanon, No. 27. . .L. D. Farmer, H. P., and Prox. for K.

Graham, No. 28 ... E. F. Watson,H. P.& prx. for K.,W. B.McRay, pr'x. forS

Goldsboro’, No. 29 . . . Jno. B. Griswold, Rep.

Mt. Vernon, No. 30. . .U. D., Goold Hoyt, H. P., H. G. Barnhill, Prox., K.

Wadesboro’, No. 31. . .U. D., H. W. Robinson, Prox. for H. P. andK., John

Boylin, Prox. for S.

P. W. FANNING, )

D. D. PHILLIPS, f

Committee,,
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On motion of Companion Fanning, it was
Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of the last Convocation be dispenses

vvith^ each member being furnished with a copy.

The M. E. appointed the following committees

:

On Unfinished Business—Geo. H. Makepeace, J. W.
Blount, Alex. Miller.

On Charters and Dispensations—Isaiah R. Fuller, Jno,

B. Griswold and J. B. Whitaker.

On Returns and Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters—

P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., A. L. Bittmg, and W. S. Leak.

No further business appearmg, the minutes having

been read and approved, the Grand Chapter called from

labor to refreshment until Tuesday morning, at 9 o’clock.

Tuesday Morning, June 2, 1857, 9 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

present:

M. E. Peter Custis, G. H. P.

M. E. E. F. Watson, D. G. H. P.

E. Goold Hoyt, G. K. p. t.

E. D. D. Phillips, G. S. p. t.

Comp. P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., G. C. H. p. t.

“ Jas. D. Doughty, G. P. S. p. t.

« J.W. Blount, G. M. 3dV.
« A. Miller, G.M.2dV. p. t.

“ J. B. Whitaker, G. M. 1st V. p. t.

“ T. W. Brown, G. Treasurer.

T. B. Carr, G. Secretary.
“ L. 0. Turner,. G. Tyler,p. t.

D. Bowden, Jno. B. Griswold, 0. L. Fillyaw, S. W. Neal,
Isaiah R. Fuller, F. M. Capehart, John Boylin, Bedford Mc-
Ray, W. S. Leak, W. T. Marsh, S. E. Milburn, H. W. Robin-
son, H. P. Russell, R. G. Rankin, P. G. H. P., A. Martin, P,
G. H. P., A. L. Bitting.

The Committee on Credentials presented a further
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report, which was added to their former report by a
previous resolution.

On motion of Comp. Fanning, tlie M. E. Grand High
Priest appointed Comp. L. C. Turner, Grand Tyler pro
tern, for this session.

An invitation was extended by the M. E. G. H. P. to

all Royal Arch Masons present, during the meeting of

the Grand Chapter, to occupy seats with that body.

The M. E. G. H. P. presented his Annual Report

:

COMPANIOXS:
Time bas again measured a portion of the vast eternity, and another year is added

to the long catalogue ofMasom-y’s existence. A year in the political world, marked
by all the vicissitudes and changes which characterize the deliberations of men,

assembling with varied intei-ests, and passions um'estrained—a year in the Masonic

world, but marking the progress of an Institution scarcely less than divine, causing

another laurel to bloom in the crown of Masomy, already weighty with many
honors, and adding to a gigantic vigor renewed strength to sustain her in her

victorious march,—ages have elapsed since her star fii-st rose above the horizon,

—

cities have risen into existence and faded even from the knowledge of the historian,

—temples of msdom and learning have crumbled into dust, and the w’orks of man’s

hands, appearing to their originators vast and durable enough to withstand the

ravages of Time, have faded from their bright glory into twilight, and that Uvilight,

in the lapse of ages, has been lost in the pitchy darkness of annihilation. But
Masomy’s star, kindled at the great Foimtain of Light, illuminating the dark

pages of the Book of Life with the eternal principles of Truth and Justice, and in

the soft effulgence of whose rays is borne the angel’s message of “ Peace on Eai'th

and good will towards men,”—whose zenith lies in the far off realms of Eternity

—

ascends, and still ascending, in each succeeding age, burns with brighter light, and

still increasing glory.

Well may we feel proud of the name of Mason,—of being members of an Institu-

tion whose strength is the Wisdom of the Eternal God, and

“When the Creation shall fall into ruin,

“ Whose Beauty shall rise thro’ the midst of the tire.”

Another year has passed, and the hands shaken in the sadness of parting have again

been grasped with the joy of re-union. We meet again, and. as the Tribes of old

went up to Jerusalem, unto the testimony of Israel, even so do we now come to

“ give thanks to the name of the Lord and, in conformity to custom, it becomes

my duty, as your chief officer, to give you such information as I may have, in

regard to the welfare and prosperity of that branch of Masonry, of which you are

the peculiar guardians in this State, to make such suggestions as may tend to the

improvement of the Order under our jmisdiction. and to give an account of the

manner in wliich I have discharged the high duties vested in me by your kindness,

since your last Grand Communication. It is for you, Companions, as the delegates

of our Subordinates, to lay before this Grand Body the wants of the different mem-
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bers of our family, wliom you represent, and by yoiu’ united -wisdom and consulta-

tion, to redress existing grievances, and to do that -n-hich seemeth best for their

continued prosperity. It is a high duty -with -(vhich you have been entrusted—

a

duty -which does not end -with the closing of this Grand Chapter. It is incumbent

on you, after passing resolutions here, on your return to your homes, to dispense

light and information, that your Chapters may benefit by our proceedings, and to

carefully observe that the la-ws, resolutions and edicts -which you have joined in

framing, shall be punctually obeyed and duly enforced.

By doing this, you -will give a renewed tone and vigor to the prosperity of Mason-

ry under our jm’isdiction ;—by a neglect of it, you render our deliberations a

nullity.

In accordance with your wishes, that the Grand Chapter of North Carolina should

be represented at the late session of the General Grand Chapter, I endeavored to

secure the services of several of the distinguished members of this Grand Body to

attend as my proxy—feeling con-rinced, that, could I have succeeded, you would

have been far more ably represented than by myself. But failing in my endeavors,

I was compelled to attend as youi- delegate, and it is -with deep regret that I feel

myself bound to speak of that august body in any other than a satisfactory

manner.

There were twenty-five Grand Royal Ai-ch Chapters represented, and the great

motive which led to so full an attendance, was the desire of settling the vexed

question of Masonic Work, and establishing a uniform system. All, -with whom I

conversed, seemed con-vinced that the longer existence of the General Grand Chap-

ter. or hope of usefulness from its deliberations, depended on its action in regard

to this important question.

It is unnecessary for me to give you a full detail of all that was done, as this

Grand Body is in possession of printed copies of their proceedings
;
but I -will call

your attention to a few of the measures acted upon, and give you the impressions

made upon my mind by such action.

In the fii’st place, in reading over their proceedings, I see that the General Grand

Chapter " was opened in form by the G. G. King as G. G. High Priest, assisted

by the other officers.” In my opinion, that Grand Body was never opened at all

;

and, ifmy memory serves me, in answer to the enquiry of some Companion in regard

to the informality, it was replied, that the G. G. Chapter was a mere legislative

body, and as such, it was not necessary to go through with all the forms.

“ The General Grand Chaplain was conducted to the altar, and offered up a fervent

prayer to the most High,” and the General Grand Chapter of the United States was

declared duly opened and ready to proceed to business.

In North Carolina the Mason Ls taught, from his first admission into Masom-y, that

his greatest duty to the Order is carefully to preserve the ancient landmarks
;
and

our teachers are so scrupulous, that the omission of a word in the language, or a

step in the work, as they have been taught, is never tolerated.

We have been taught, that our fathers deemed it fit to establish a regular form

of ceremonies in opening and closing
;
that •* to begin well, is the most likely means

to end well that “ where order and method are neglected at the beginning, they

will seldom be found to take place in the end and that this fixed form was estab-

lished for the purpose of " reminding the Presiding Officer of the dignity of his

character, and the brethi-en of the homage and veneration due from them in their

sundry stations.”
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Under these teachings, we believe that the first most important step in the trans-

action of business connected with our Order, is, that the Lodge or Chapter shall be
regularly opened with all the forms and ceremonies peculiar to the degree in which

the business occurs
;
and that these forms can in no wise be neglected, or dispensed

with by any authority under the sun. We believe that it is necessary to open and

close our Lodges and Chapters with prayer. But the Master or High Priest, who,

with prayer alone, should declare his Lodge or Chapter duly opened for wort,

would receive the censure of his Chief Officer, and, if such conduct was persisted in,

he would be arraigned before his respective Grand Body, for violating a landmark

of Masonry.

Thus taught, I was disagreeably impressed by the departure of the General Grand
Chapter, on the very threshhold of its deliberations, from the established mode
of opening a Royal Arch Chapter

;
in this instance, a sacrifice of duty to conven-

ience, for, in its own adopted work, as afterwards exemplified by Companion Lovell,

in by far the greater part, it does not differ from the mode in which we have been

educated.

The next subject to which I shall call your attention is their action in regard to

a uniform system of work. According to the belief of a portion of the delegates

who attended the session of 1850. held in Boston, a uniform system of work was

then adopted. Another portion contend with equal certainty that no work has ever

been adopted. It is my purpose to review their action on this subject, and the con-

clusion of their mighty labors.

In 1853, the following resolution was submitted by Comp. Brown, of Ohio :

“ Resolved, That the first four officers of this General Grand Body be requested to

cause the work of Royal Arch Masomy, as sanctioned hy the G. Grand Chapter at its

last triennial meeting, to be exemplified during the present meeting.”

Which resolution was carried into effect by Comp. Lovell, who, on Friday morning

exemplified the work in the Degress of Mark, Past and Most Excellent Masters, and

on Friday evening “ proceeded to exemplify the work in the Royal Ai’ch Degree,

and finished it.”

On motion of Comp. Lovell, a committee on work, consisting of nine Companions,

had been appointed, whose chairman. Comp. Gould, of Georgia, after the work had

been exemplified, made a verbal report. What was the nature of that report, we
can only imagine from the necessity of a minority report from Companions

Mackey and Foster, in opposition to the established work of the General Grand Chapter.

Companion Mackey moved that his report be substituted for the report of the

majority, and the vote being taken on the question, “ Shall the report ofthe majority

be stricken out ?” the General Grand Chapter refused to strike out. The question

then recurred on agreeing to the report of the committee, when, on motion ofComp.

Gould, the whole subject was laid on the table. Thus the matter rested until the

late session in Hartford, when Comp. Stokes, of Ohio, moved that “ The Work of

Royal Arch Masonry, and the Chapter Degi’ees, be exemplified by the General Grand

Chapter, at seven o’clock to-morrow evening.”

Comp. Kopperl offered the following resolution :

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine and report, whether the

action of this Body in 1850, in regard to the work and lectm’es on the Chapter De-
grees is now in force.”

On Friday evening the G. G. C., through Comp. Lovell, proceeded to exemplify

the work from the Mark Master up to, and including, the Royal Arch Degree.
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Tlie resolution of Comp. Kopperl was afterwards taken up and considered, and

on motion of Comp. Mackey, was so amended as to read :

—

“^Resolved, 'That this

General Grand Chapter, having failed to determine on any specific mode of work,

it is urgently recommended to the ofiScers of the Grand Chapters, hy careful investi-

gation, to make, themselves acquainted with the ancient work of the Order, and to

disseminate it among their respective subordinates,” “And in this form it was

agreed to.”

Thus, Companions, I have given you a synopsis of the action of the bright

Masonic intellects of the land on the most important question brought up for their

consideration.

The work, said to have been adopted by the G. G. Chapter, and known as Comp.

Lovell’s work, was denounced by Comp. Mackey as contrary to, and subversive of,

the Ancient landmarks of the Order. Now let us see what the General Grand

Chapter, adopting the above resolution, has accomplished for the good of Royal

Arch Masonry.

Comp. Lovell has certainly, long before this, made Royal Arch Masonry his study,

and as the exemplifier of the work of the General Grand Chapter, has exemplified

that only which he believed to be the AncientWork of the Order. He has dissemi-

nated, and is authorized by this resolution still to disseminate, that which the author

of it believes is overthrowing the ancient landmarks, and rendering R. A. Masonry

no longer fit for the contemplation of the intellectual Mason
;
and by the same

authority, the twenty-five Grand Chapters, under the jurisdiction of the General

Grand Chapter, have the liberty to adopt as many different kinds of work.

Pope says that “ Discord is harmony not understood.” If such be the case, the

General Grand Chapter, in its action on this subject, has not only acknowledged

its ignorance in regard to what the Royal Arch work should be, and its inability

to enforce its decrees, but has laid the foundation of the mostperfect harmony through-

out its uide-spread jurisdictions. Truly may it be said

:

“ Parluriunt mantes, nascetiir ridiculus mus.”

In connection with this subject, I cannot refrain from alluding to a sentiment

which, during the debate, emanated, I believe, from Companion Mackey, and which

seemed, by general assent, to have received the endorsement of the General Grand
Chapter, “ That the particular phraseology to be used in conferring the Chapter

Degrees, &c., was not an essential.”

I cannot approve of any such doctrine, as I believe that the language used in

Conferring a degree is as important as any other pai’t of the ceremonies, and Comp.

Mackey seems formerly to have taken the same view of the subject
;

for, in his ad-

dress to the Grand Chapter of South Carolina, in speaking of the failure of the Gen-

eral Grand Chapter to adopt a system of work, he says that “ The system of Royal

Arch Masom-y in this country is now in a worse condition than it ever was before.

Between different jurisdictions, there is a diversity of work much to le deplored, and

(be language of our order is rapidly ceasing to be, in these higher degrees, of that universal

character which was formerly Usproud andpeculiar boast.”

If latitude of language is now to be given to those who confer the Degrees, as

well, in my opinion, may the power of enlarging or contracting the ceremonies be

entrusted to their^wise discretion. If language is no longer to be an essential, how
long will it be before, in by far the greater number of Chapters throughout our

counti-y, the explanation of the essentials will vary so far from the true Masonic
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mearuog, that Koyal Arch Masonry will really “ be a study no longer worthy of

the investigation of an intellectual Mason.”

The subject of allowing each Grand Chapter to establish its own rate of fees for

Dispensations and Charters was brought before the General Grand Chapter, and, on

motion, was referred to the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence,.whose report was

adopted as expressive of the views of the General Grand Chapter.

They reported, that “ in their opinion, each Grand Chapter should regulate the

matter for themselves
;
that it is entirely a subject of local legislation, and there-

fore belongs to the province of the several Grand Chapters to establish the same

upon such terms as their wisdom shall dictate.”

Another subject to be brought before you, is the report of the same committee in

regard to the Fast Master’s Degree. There was a disposition on the part of some

of the members of the General Grand Chapter, to strike this degree from the list of

constitutional degrees
;
to which I am opposed, but I most heartily agree with the

recommendation of the committee, “ to abridge the ceremonies now conferred in

the Past Master’s Degree, within the narrowest constitutional limits,” and would

advise its adoption and enforcement by this Grand Body.
,

There is one more subject requiring yoiu’ consideration. The time is near at

hand when there will not be a single Chapter under the immediate jmisdictiou of

the General Grand Chapter, and as that Grand Body derives its entire revenue from

its subordinates, it mil be necessary to raise funds from other sources for its sup-

port
;
and as tliis matter has already been alluded to in the report of the General.

Grand Secretary, you will, in all pirobability, be called upon by that Grand Body,

at its next session, to lay a tax on your subordinates for this purpose.

Thus, Companions, I have endeavored to lay before you in as concise a manner
as possible, those acts of the General Grand Chapter, which, in my opinion, were

most important
;
and I now submit the whole subject to your most serious con-

sideration.

During the past year I have granted, on proper application. Dispensations for the

erection of two Chapters, the one to be located at Greenville, Pitt county, by the

name of Mount Vernon, Companions Goold Hoyt, H. P.; H. G. Barnhill, K.; and

James Nelson, S.; the other at Wadesboro’, by the name of Wadesboro’ Chapiter,

Companions S. W. Neal, H. P.; R. T. Hall, K.; and E. F. Lilly, S.

Being unable to be present at the organization of these Chapters, I availed myself

of the services of Companion F. M. Capehart, in whose Masonic ability I had full

confidence, to set thejeompanions of Mount Vernon Chapter to work, and to give

them such instruction as they might need
;
and at the request of some of the Com-

panions of Wadesboro’ Chapter, I deputized Companion Alexander Murdpek, an-

other Companion well skilled in the Royal Art, to set them to work. In all proba-

bility charters will be applied for by both of these Chapters during the present

session.

I have thus returned you an account ofmy official acts during the last year. There

have been no grievances to rectify, and no questions of Masonic law have been

referred to me for my decision. Peace and harmony seem to prevail thi’oughout

our jurisdiction. •

In returning into your hands the powers so Idndly entrusted Jo my keeping for

the last two years, I cannot forbear expressing to you my profound gratitude for

the confidence you have reposed in me
;
and although during this session I shall
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cease to be your presiding officer, still I will ever be found laboring in the cause of

Masonry, and endeavoring, by a life’s devotion, to make myself worthy of the honor

already conferred.

Respectfully submitted,

PETER CUSTIS.

On motion of Comp. Fanning, it was

Resolved, That the report of the M. E. G. H. P. be received and spread upon the

minutes, and also that it be referred to a special committee for the disposal of its^

several subjects.

Committee—Comps. F, M. Capehart, J. W. Blount

and A. Martin, P. G. H. P.

Comp. Capehart, who had been authorized by the M.

B. to instruct such of the subordinate Chapters as might

desire his services, presented the following report, wliich

was, on motion, received and ordered to be spread upon

the minutes:

M. E. Peter Costis, Grand High Priest

of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina:

M. E. Sm AND Companions :

Soon after the close of the last Communication of the Grand Chapter, I was author-

ized by the G. H. Priest to instruct such Chapters in the work, as might require my
services. Since then, I have set to work and instructed a new Chapter at Greenville,

and am pleased to say that the work at that place is intrusted into good hands. I

have also partly instructed the Chapter at Wilson, and Temple Chapter, at Windsor,

in both of which I find many very zealous Companions. This comprises the whole

of my operations in the sublime degrees during the past year.

Most respectfiilly submitted,

F. M, CAPEHART.

On motion of Comp. Blount, it was

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter proceed to the election of officers this after-

noon, at three o’clock.

Comp. Fanning, chairman of the committee on For-

eign Correspondence, presented a report, printed, agree-

ably to a resolution of this Grand Chapter, which

report appears as an appendix to these proceedings.

On motion of Comp. Brown, the report was received,

and its consideration postponed, subject to the call of

the Grand Chapter.

2
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Comp. Fuller, chairman of the committee on Charters

and Dispensations, presented the following report, which
was, on motion, received and adopted

:

The committee on Charters and Dispensations beg leave to report, that they have
discharged their duty, and find the By-Laws and proceedings of Mount Vernon
and Wadosboro’ Chapters, under Dispensation, correct, as far as we have been able

to judge, and would, therefore, recommend that Charters be granted them.

Eespectfiilly submitted.

I. R. FULLER, Chairman,

On motion of Comp. Fanning, it was

Resolved, That the delegates from those Chapters be admitted to seats in this Body
as Representatives of their respective Chapters.

On motion, it was '

Resolved, That No. 30 be assigned to Mount Vernon Chapter, and No. 31 to Wadee-
boro’ Chapter.

On motion of Comp’n Fanning, the motion before

adopted for the election of officers was re-considered,

whereupon the following resolution prevailed :

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter appoint to-morrow morning, (Wednesday,)

at 12 o’clock, for the election of officers.

REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE ON BINDING.

Tlie committee appointed at the last Grand Convocation to have the Proceedings

of sister Grand Chapters bound in suitable form, have performed that duty, and

here pre.sent for the use of the Grand Chapter, seven volumes.

Respectfully submitted,

P. W. FANNING, Com.

On motion, the foregoing report was received and the

committee continued.

No further business appearing, the minutes having

been read and approved, the Chapter called from labor

to refreshment, until this afternoon, at 2a o’clock.

THOS. B. CARE, Grand Secretary.
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Tuesday Evening, 2h o’clock.

The G-rand Chapter resumed labor. Present, officers

and members as this morning.

The committee on Unfinished Business presented the

following report, which was, on motion, received and

adopted

:

The committee on Unfinished Business haring duly examined the proceedings

of the last Grand Chapter, ask leave to report, that all the business of the last

Convocation appears to have been acted on, except so much as refers to the abolition

of the General Grand Chapter. We find that the committee on the address of tfie

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, in their report, recommended that the subject

be referred to a committee of three, who shall report to the next annual Communi-

cation.

Respectfully submitted,
GEO. H. MAKEPEACE, t .

J. W. BLOUNT, I

The committee on the abolishment of the General

Grand Chapter, presented the following report, which

was, on motion, received and ordered to he spread upon

the minutes

:

To the 31. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina:

The undersigned, to whom, at your last session, was referred that portion of the

report of our Worthy Grand High Priest, then submitted and relating to the abol-

ishment of the General Grand Chapter, have been unable to procure, until a very

late hour, the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter, at its Convocation of

September, 1856, or any information that would enable them to make an extended

report
;
they must, therefore, necessarily be brief

;
they, however, feel that any in-

formation they may fail to place in reach ofyour Grand Body, will be communicated

in the report of our Delegate to that triennial Convocation.

If other Grand Chapters deem it to their interest to sustain the General Grand

Chapter, or can find any good growing out of, or light emanating from, the “ Su-

preme Head,” we, as liberal Masons, should not seek to tear down a “ Tabernacle”^

which they aided in establishing, or take pleasure in sustaining
;
but leave them in*

the free enjoyment of their own opinions. The only question for us to consider is,

Does the General Grand Chapter exercise such influence over our Grand Chapter,

as tends to promote Harmony, or secure the great aims for which we have been con-

tending ? The experience of years loudly answers—NO.

Legislating, then, for ourselves, and not for our sister Grand Chapters, we cannot

recommend the abolishment of the General Grand Chapter, but with whatever

harshness the word may sound, we do advocate the secession of the Grand Chapter

of North Carolina from the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and for

these reasons

:

First. That since our connection, formed in early infancy, with that Grand Body,

no benefits have been derived, but the reverse.

Second. That our expectations as to the “ great end” of its formation, have not
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been realized, viz : the establishment of a true and uniform mode of work, but on

the other hand, work has been introduced and attempted to be forced on the Order,

pronounced by bright and superior Masons, “ as contrary to, and subversive of, the

ancient landmarks,” and which would cause Masom-y to “ rapidly fall into decay

and every attempt on its part to establish uniformity has failed, and ever will fail,

as they have at last been forced to admit. (See proceedings General Grand Chapter,

session ’56, page 43.)

Third. It interferes with local regulations, and establishes edicts inconsistent with

the welfare of our Grand Chapter, and requires n hat we deem an innovation in Ma-

sonry, an obligation to support and maintain these edicts.

Fourth. If a Superior Head is so very important to Royal Arch Masonry, how much

saore important is it. that one should be created for the symbolic degrees
;
yet effort

after effort has been made, and failed from a dread of its legislative powers.

Fifth. We challenge the Masonic world to point out in the history or traditions of

Masonry, any “ ruling power ” bearing the least analogy to a General Grand Body,

or any good that has arisen, or can arise, from such a “ Head.”

There are many reasons, of which the above are not the most prominent, to which

time will not permit an allusion
;
they will doubtless be called to your attention in

the discussion, wliich will probably arise upon the resolution introduced with this

report. Yoiu’ committee do not desire to make any appeals to this Grand Chapter.

It is a subject in w'hich one of them has for years exhibited a deep interest, sin-

cerely believing* that, by severing our connexion with the General Grand Chapter,

our prosperity will be increased. It is a question solely of advantages and disadvan-

tages, and they submit the following resolution, with the hope that it will meet with

a calm and impassioned consideration. In submitting it, they deem it proper to

state, that with Companion Paschall, of Oxford, associated with them, they have not

had an opportunity ot consultation :

Resolved, That the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina do hereby with-

draw from the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and
that the Grand Secretary be instructed to forward this resolution to the General

Grand High Priest and General Grand Secretary.

• Comp. Fanning then offered the following resolution,

which was discussed at length, when a vote was taken,

and the motion was lost :

Resolved, That final action on the foregoing report be postponed until our next

Annual Convocation.

The question then recurring upon the report and

resolution from the committee, a vote was taken h'y

Chapters, when they were adopted by the following’^

votes

:

Yeas—M. E. G. H. P., 1
;
M. E. D. G. H. P., 1 ;

K. G. Ean-

Respectfully submitted.

ROB’T G. RANKIN,
THOS. B. CARR. I

Committee.
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kin, P. Gr. H. P., 1 ;
W. G-. Thomas, P. G-. S., 1 ;

Grand Treas-

urer, 1 ;
Grand Secretary, 1 ;

Concord Chapter No. 1, 3 ;
Phoe-

nix No. 2, 3 ;
Mt. Ararat No. 3, 3 ;

Temple No. 6, 1 ;
Eureka

No. T, 3 ;
Lafayette No. 11, 3 ;

Conoho No. 12, 1 ;
Union No.

17, 2 ;
Montgomery No. 23, 3 ;

Mt. Lebanon No. 27, 2 ;
Graham

No. 28, 2 ;
Wadeshoro’ No. 31, 3—35.

Nays

—

P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., 1
;
A. Martin, P. G. H.

P., 1 ;
Oxford No. 8, 1 ;

Keystone No. 19, 3 ;
Germanton

No. 24, 3 ;
Mt. Vernon No. 30, 2—11.

On motion of Comp. Fillyaw, it was

Resolved, That a special committee of three he appointed to enquire into the cir-

cumstances attending the issuing of a charter to Wadeshoro’ Chapter No. 31, hy the

former Grand Chapter, as Wadeshoro’ Chapter No. 6, and report what action is

proper in the premises.

Committee—Comps. Barnhill, Miller and Whitaker.

No further business appearing, the minutes having-

been read and approved, the Grand Chapter called from

labor to refreshment until this evening, at 8 o’clock.

THOS. B. CAKR, Grand Secrretary.

Tuesday Evening, June 2d, 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present, officers and members as this morning.

Comps. L. D. Farmer, W, Murphy, A.. Lamont, Jere-

miah Chapman, Washington Chapter, Mass.

The committee on Credentials asked leave to amend
their report, by adding the name of L. D. Farmer, H,
P. and proxy for K. of Mount Lebanon Chapter No. 27,

which, on motion, was granted.

Comp. Farmer asked leave to record his vote in favor

of withdrawing from the General Grand Chapter, which

was granted.

The following preamble and resolutions, offered by
Comp. D. D. Phillips, were adopted

:
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Whereas, it devolves upon this Grand Chapter to adopt a uniform system of

work for the use of its subordinates

:

Resol'\'ed 1st, That the Grand High Priest be requested to select three or more
Companions, well acquainted with the history and work of R. A. Masonry, to con-

sult with him in regard to what is the true and ancient work of our Order, and that

they report to the next Annual Convocation of this Grand Body the result of their

investigations, and exemplify the same for adoption.

Resolved 2d, That the work as heretofore authorized be used by subordinate

Chapters until otherwise ordered, where the same does not conflict with the action of

this Grand Body.

Resolved 3d, That in consideration of the importance of the above resolutions,

it is earnestly requested that each of the subordinate Chapters give to this subject

that due deliberation that its importance demands, and to have at least one repre

sentative in attendance at the next annual Convocation of this Grand Body.

Resoled 4th, That all i-esolutions of this Grand Chapter on the subject of Grand

Lecturers, be hereby rescinded.

No further business appearing, the minutes having

been read and approved, the Grand Chapter called from

labor to refreshment until to-morrow morning, at ten.

o’clock,

THOS. B. CAER, Grand Secretary.

Wednesday Morning, June 3d, 10 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

M. E.

M. E.

E.

E.

Comp,
a

PRESENT

Peter Custis,

E. F. Watson,..
Goold Hoyt
D. D. Phillips, .

.

P. W. Fanning, P
John Boylin,

H. G. Barnhill,..

J. W. Blount, .

.

L. D. Farmer, .

.

Dan’l Bowden,..

T. W. Brown,. .

.

Thos. B. Carr,. .

.

L. C. Turner, . .

.

Comp’ns S. W. Neal,

G, H

Miller,'

E. Fuller, H. W. Robinson, Jacob

. . . G. H. P.

. . . D. G. H. P.

. . . G. K. pro tern.

...G. S.

. . . G. C. H.

. . . G. P. S.
“

...G.R.A. C.‘'

. . . G. M. 3d V.

...G.M. 2d V. p.t
. . . G. M. 1st V. “

. . . G. Treasurer.

. . ,

.

G. Secretary.

. .

.'

. G. Tyler, p. t.

’Bedford McEay, Isaiah

"Fiedler, A. L. Bitting,



17

H. Gr. Eankin, P. G. H. P., A. P. Eepiton, 0. L. Fillyaw,

A. Martin, P. G. H. P., I. Northrop, P. D. G. H. P., W. G.

Thomas, P. G. S., W. S. Leak, F. M. Capehart, Geo. H. Make-
peace, W. W. Daniel.

The committee on Credentials asked leave to amend

their report by adding the name of P. W. Fanning, as

proxy for H. P. K. and S., of Keystone Chapter Ko. 19.

Comp. Fanning having received this morning the proxy

of the the H. P. K. and S., of Keystone Chapter No. 19,

obtained leave to record the three votes of that Chapter

in the negative, on the vote of withdrawal from the Gen-

eral Grand Chapter.

Comp. Rankin offered the following resolutions, which

were unanimously adopted :

Eesolved, Tliat Article 13th of the Grand Constitution be amended by striking out

the word “ Ninety,"’ and inserting in its place the word “ Fifty.”

Resolved, That the 14th Article be amended by striking out the word “ Fifteen,”

and inserting the word “ Ten.”

The committee on the M. E. G. H. P.’s Address, of-

fered the following report, which was received and

adopted

:

Yoiir committee to whom was referred the report of the Most E. Grand High

Priest, have had the same under consideration, and find nothing requiring

especial notice, except that portion relative to the General Grand Chapter, and the

action of this Grand Chapter, at the afternoon session yesterday, in regard to that

matter, precludes the necessity of any report upon it by this committee.
Respectfully submitted,

F. M. CAPEHART, Ch'n.

The time having arrived that was set apart for the

election of officers, the M. E. appointed Companions A.

Martin and A. L. Bitting, tellers, and the Grand Chapter

proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing year,

which resulted as follows :

Companion Peter Custis,

E. F. Watson,
“ Goold Hoyt,
“ T) D. PRilHn.q

. G. H. P.

.D. G. H.

.G. K.

.G. S.
CC T. W^. Brown, . G. Trpa.«!
iC T. B. Carr,.. . G. Sec’y.

.G. Mu H. G. Barnhill
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Comp. W. G. Thomas, P. G. S., asked permission to

record his vote in favor of withdrawing from the General

Grand Chapter, which was granted.

The committee on Finance, presented the following

report, which was received and adopted

:

The committee on Finance beg leave to report, That they have examined the

Treasurer’s and Secretary’s Books, and find them correct and in proper form, and

submit the following report of the finances :

Cash in hand of G. Treasurer last" Convocation S519 63

Interest received on Note 24 00

Do. on money in hands of G. T., not appropriated, 6 41

Dispensation Mt. Vernon, $90; Wadesboro’, $90, 180 00

Dues received from subordinate Chapters, 470 00

1,200 04

Paid disbm-sements on proper vouchers 421 68

778 36

In addition to the above balance, there are in the hands of the

Treasurer three Notes, the aggregate of which, with interest

now due, is 1,239 00

Total amount on hand,, $2,017 36

The following Chapters are in arrears :

Warrenton, . .

.

. . .No. 9

Raleigh . . .

“ 10

Cherokee . . .

“ 14

Cyrus U 21

Lincoln u 22,

Germanton. .

.

u 24,

Ashville
il 25

Louisburgh . .

.

. . .

“ 26

Graham a 28

Goldsboro’ . .

.

u 29

Respectfully submitted.

$60 00

15 00

15 00

75 00

15 00

5 00

15 00

15 00

15 00

15 00

$245 00

BROWN, }

On motion of Comp. Phillips, the report of the com-

mittee on Foreign Correspondence was taken up and

adopted, so far as is consistent with the action of the

Grand Chapter in withdrawing from the General Grand

Chapter.
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On motion, it was

Eesolted, That the Installation of OiBcers take place to-morrow morning, atf

ten o'clock.

No further business appearing, the minutes having

been read and approved, the G-rand Chapter called from

labor to refreshment, until three o’clock this afternoon.

THOS. B. CAEK, Grand Secretary.

Wednesday Afternoon, June 3d, 3 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present, officers and members as this morning.

The committee appointed to consider the subject of a

Charter for Wadesboro’ Chapter No. 31, presented the

following report, which was received and adopted

:

The committee to whom was referred the application of Wadesboro’ Chapter No.

31, for the refunding of a portion of the amount paid for a Dispensation and Char-

ter, beg leave to report :

—

That a Chapter existed in Wadesboro’ in 1823, known as “ Wadesboro’ Chapter

No. 6,” which has for some time laid dormant
;
that application was made by the

present Companions of Wadesboro’ for a revival of that Charter, who were recom-

mended to receive a Dispensation, and apply to this Convocation for relief.

The committee recommend that the Charter just issued to Wadesboro’ Chapter

No. 31, be considered a revival, and be subject to the rules adopted by the Grand
Chapter on this subject

;
and that the sum of sLxty-flve dollars be refunded to said

Chapter, reserving out of the fees paid, fifteen dollars for the revival, and ten dollars

for Secretary’s fees.

R. G. RANRIN, Charrman.

Comp. A. Martin offered the following preamble and

resolution, which was received and unanimously adopted:

Whereas, From various causes over which the members had no control, there

lias been no meeting for several years of Roanoke Chapter No. 4, at Halifax
;
and

whereas, from the causes referred to above, some of which are- death or removals

from the jurisdiction, that Chapter has not been represented in this Grand Body,
or been able to pay its dues, until the arrearages amount to $75. Therefore—

Resol'Ved, That in consideration of the above, and other good and euflacient rea-
sons shown to this Grand Chapter, that upon the payment of $50, the present price
of a new Charter, Roanoke Chapter be released from the payment of any other
arrearages, and permitted to retain her Charter.
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Comp. W. W. Daniel, of Roanoke Chapter No 4, then

paid the amount specified in the resolution just adopt-

ed, viz : fifty dollars.

Comp. Alex.’ Miller obtained leave of absence, and

appointed Comp. Peter Custis his proxy.

On motion, it -was

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure a Press for the

xise of this Grand Chapter.

No further business appearing, the minutes having

been read and approved, the Grand Chapter called from

labor to refreshment until to-morrow morning, at nine

o’clock.

THOS. B. CARR, Grand Secretary.

Thursday Morning, June 4th, 9 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

present;

M. E. Peter Custis, . .

.

E. Goold Hoyt, . .

.

E. D. D. Phillips,..

Comp. P. W. Fanning, P. G
“ F. M. Capehart,
“ H. G. Barnhill,.

“ J. W. Blount,..
“ H. W. Robinson
“ Jacob Fiedler,..

“ T. W. Brown, .

.

“ T. B. Carr,
“ L. C. Turner,. .

.

S. W. Neal, A. Martin, P

H

G H. P.,

p. t
...G. H. P
...G. K.
...G. S.

...G. C. H. “

...G. P. S.
“

...G. R. AC. “

...G.M. 3dV. “

...G.M.2dV. “

...G.M.lstV. “

. . . G. Treasurer.

. . . G. Secretary.

. . . G. Tyler, p. t.

John Boylin.

Comp. L. D. Parmer having obtained leave of ab«

sence, appointed.Jacob Fiedler his proxy.
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Comp. Fanning offered the following resolution, which.

~was adopted

:

Resolved, That forty dollars be paid out of the funds of this Grand Chapter to

the M. E. G. H. P., ?is his traveling expenses, incurred in attending our present

Convocation
;
seventy-five dollars to the Grand Secretary

;
thirty dollars to the

Grand Treasurer, and fifteen dollars to the Grand Tyler jaro tern.

On motion of Comp. Hoyt, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due, and are hereby ten-

dered, to St. John’s Lodge No. 1, and Concord Chapter No. 1, for the use of their

Hall, and for the friendly manner in which they have entertained us during the

present Convocation.

The Grand Chapter then proceeded to the installation

of officers, M. E. P. G. H. P. A. Martin, presiding.

The M. E. G. H. P. made the following appoint-

ments :

Comp. S. W. Neal, Wadeshoroh P. S.

“ C. W. Wooley, Edinboro’, K. A. C.

J. D. Ramsey, Salisbury, G. M. 3d V,
“ G. H. Makepeace, Fayetteville, G. M. 2d Y.
“ L. D. Farmer, Wilson, G. M. 1st V.
“ E. Turlington, Wilmington, G. Tyler.
“ J. T. Wheat, Chapel Hill, G. Chaplain.

Finajice Committee—A Martin, P. G. H. P., P. W.
Fanning, P. G. H. P., and T. W. Brown,

Foreign Correspondence—R. G. Rankin, P. G. H. P.,

James W. Blount, A. L. Bitting, Alex. Miller.

On motion of Comp. S. W. Neal, it was
Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be, and is hereby instructed to furnish the

Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, and each of the subordinate

Lodges working under its jurisdiction, with a printed copy of the proceedings of
this Grand Royal Arch Chapter.

The Grand Secretary presented the following report,

which was received and adopted

:

Most Excellent and Excellent Companions:

I deem it my duty to lay before you at this, your Animal Convocation, a report
of my official acts during the.past year.
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In accordance with a resolution adopted at the last Annual Convocation, I had
printed three hundred copies of the proceedings of the same, together with the Coib-

fititution of the Grand Chapter, and also two hundred extra copies of the Consti-

tution.

I transmitted immediately after their publication, two copied of the proceedings

to each of the subordinate Chapters under this jurisdiction, and one to each Grand
Chapter in the United States,

,
and to the General Grand OfScers of the General

Grand Chapter. After an interval of six months, I again mailed the same number
as before. I am pleased to be able to state, that the receipt of a larger number of

these have been acknowledged than in any previous year, but regret that com-
plaints have been received from several of the Chapters in this State, on account

of the non-reception of the printed proceedings of this Grand Body. If the Secre-

taries of Chapters would be particular to send their Post Otfice address each year, I
have no doubt they would all be in regular communication with the Grand Chapter.

Agreeably to your instructions, I had a form of Returns printed, and forwarded

a copy to each of the subordinate Chapters, one month before the present Convocai-

tion. Only twelve of these have been returned with the blank .spaces filled. The
presumption is, that the remainder either were received at too late a day to be

returned, or were sent to the wrong Post Office. I have learned from the repre-

sentatives now present, that the address of some of the Secretaries is different from

that of the Chapter to which they belong.

In obedience to instructions on page twenty of the printed proceedings of your

last Grand Convocation, I issued special notice to all those Chapters which had

failed to make returns for two years, requiring them to show cause at this time why
their Charter should not be forfeited. Warrenton Chapter No. 9 has not acknowledg-

ed the receipt of the notice. All the other Chapters notified have conformed to the

requirements of the Grand Chapter, except Cyrus No. 21, which, owing to the re-

moval of some of its members by death, never was organized under its Charter.

—

The correspondence with all these Chapters is in the hands of your committee on
Returns and Proceedings, who will present a further report on the same.

I also present my account current for the past year.

Respectfully submitted,

THOS. B. CAEK, Grand Secretary.

On motion of Comp. Rankin, it was

Resolved, That the Work be exemplified at 4 o’clock this afternoon.

ISTo further business appearing, the minutes having

been read and approved, the Grand Chapter called from

labor to refreshment until o’clock, this afternoon.

THOS. B. CARR, Grand Secretary.
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Thursday Afternoon, June 4th, 21 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT

M. E. Peter Custis, ....

E, Goold Hoyt, . .

.

E. D. D. Phillips,.

.

Comp. H. G. Barnhill, .

.

« S. W. Neal,
“ H. W. Eohinson,
“ John Boylin,....

“ G. H. Makepeace,
** Jacob Fiedler,..

.

“ T. W. Brown,..

.

“ T. B. Carr,
“ L. C. Turner, . .

.

Comps. F. M. Capehart, T. M. Gardner, P.

G. H. P., Jas. W. Blount.

.G. H. P.

.G K.

.G. S.

.G. C. H.

.G. P. S.

. G. K A. C. p. t.

.G. M.3dV.

.G. M. 2d V.

.G. M. lstV.p.t.

. G. Treasurer.,

. G. Secretary.

.G. Tyler, p. t.

I W. Fanning, P.

The committee on Returns and proceedings presented

the following report, which was adopted

:

The committee on Returns and Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters have per-

formed the duty assigned them, and beg leave to submit their

Report : That the Returns of twenty Chapters have been placed in theu’ hands,

which, upon close examination, they are happy to find remarkably correct, with the

exception of the omission of seals generally. It is to be hoped, that hereafter

all the Chapters will use for their returns the printed forms, with a copy of which

the Grand Secretary is directed in future to furnish every Chapter, at least one

.month before the annual Grand Convocation. We find the

Returns of Concord Chapter No. 1, made out in printed form and correct.

Do... .do.. No. 2,. . .do. do . . do .do.

Do... . . .Mt. Ararat. .do.. No. 3,. . - do. do . . do .do.

Do... . .Concord. .

.

.do.. No. 6,. . . . do

.

do . . do • do.

Do... . . . Temple. . .

.

.do.. No. 6,. . . .do. .not printed form but. .do.

Do... . . Eureka .... .do.. No. 7,. . , .do. d6 . do. . . do

.

-do.

Do... . . .Oxford. . .

.

.do.. No. 8,. . .do. . . .printed form and.

.

.do.

Do... . . Lafayette.

.

.do. .No. 11,. . . .do. do . . do .do.

Do... . . . Conoho .do. .No. 12,. . . .do. .

.

. written

.

. . do .do.

Do... .do. .No. 17,. . .do. . .
printed

.

. .do .do.

Do... . . Gaston .do. .No. 18,. . .do. . . written . . . do .do.

Do... .do.. No. 19.. . .do. . .printed

.

. . do .do.

Do... .do. .No. 20,. . . . do

.

do . .do .do.

Do... .do.. No. 22,. . .do. do . .do .do.

Do... . .Montgomery do. .No. 23,. . .do. . . written

.

. .do .do.

Do... . . . Germanton. . do . .No. 24,. , .do. do.. .

.

. , do .do.

Do... . . .Mt.Lebanon.do. .No. 27,. . .do. do . . do .do.

Do... .do. .No. 28,. . .do. do . . do .do.

Do... .do.. No. 29,. . .do. .
.
printed

.

. . do .do.

Do... .do. .No. 30, (assigned) U. D .do. . .do .do.

Do... .do. .No. 31,. ..do. . .do.. written. do
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The following Chapters have made no returns, viz :]

Roanoke No. 4.

Warrenton No. '-d.

Raleigh No. 10.

Chorizon No. 13.

Nos. 15 and 16 not filled.

Cyrus No. 21, dead.
Ashville No. 25.

Louisburg No. 26.

It will be perceived by our proceedings, that Roanoke Chapter has satisfactorily

accounted to the Grand Chapter for delinquencies, and it is now restored to its

projier position.

R. H. Lewis, a Companion, we presume, in reply to a letter from the Grand Sec-

retary, states that, from several causes, Cyrus Chapter No. 21, has never gone to

work, and can offer no reason why the Charter should not be forfeited. We com.
mend this matter w'holly to the G. II. Priest.

In the case of the expulsion of W. H. Clements, sent up by Conoho Chapter No.

12, with all the proceedings thereon properly attested and regular, we recommend
the confirmation of the sentence by this Grand Body.

In the case of Rob’t M. Allen, expelled by Montgomery Chapter No. 23, and

informally sent up, an amended and piroper record having come up this session,

assigning as the grounds of their action, the expulsion of the individual by Pee

Dee Lodge, we recommend confirmation of the sentence by this Grand Body.

The committee are pleased to find, in the action ot the subordinates, a ready ac-

-quiescence in the requirements of the Grand Chapter. Her laws, rules and edicts

are, with rare exceptions, duly respected
;
and when, peradventime, it may appear

othenvise, an unreserved explanation always results in establishing misapprehension

as the cause, and amicable adjustment is sui’e to follow.

The Chapters in arrears are as follows, viz :

Warrenton No. 9,. $60 00 I

Raleigh No. 10,. 15 00

Cherokee No. 14.. 15 00

Cyrns No. 2lj. 75 00

Lincoln No. 22,. 15 00

Germanton No. 24,. $5 00
Ashville No. 25, . 15 00
Louisbui’g No. 26,. 15 00
Graham No. 28,. 15 00
Goldsboro’ No. 29,. 15 00

Cyrus No. 21, and Warrenton No. 9, seem to be the only Chapters requiring ac-

tion. We therefore recommend that the G. H. Priest proceed, at his earliest con-

venience, to the necessary steps for arresting their Charters, and securing their

effects, unless, in the process, circumstances should warrant a moi-e lenient course.

The Grand Secretary assures the committee that he has performed his duty in

giving due notice in every case of default
;
observing, however, that he was some-

times unable to decide in regard to the proper post offices at wliich to direct his

communications.

While preparing this report, it has been suggested to the committee, that Mount

Vernon Chapter, U. D., elected officers in anticipation of its Charter
;
if so, it must

have been in direct violation of the terms of its Dispensation
;
but we are induced

to believe the members did not so view it, as they w’ere electing officers to act only

after obtaining their Charter, and ’till the time of the regular elections, as set forth

in their By-Laws—a decided error. But L ing actuated by the same indulgent

spirit which has characterized the proceedings of tnis Grand Convocation, we would

require no more of them than an acknowledgment of their error, granting them the

privilege, at their next regular meeting, to confirm the election here under animad-

vertion.
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We must still insist that the Chapters, in preparing their Returns and Certificates^.

—^in fact all official papers,—shall attach thereto theh’ respective seals,—if they

have none, say so, or procure one.

All which is respectfully submitted,

P. W. FAJSTNING, Chairman.

The G-rand Chapter was dispensed with for the pur-

pose of exemplifying the Work.

The Grand Chapter then resumed labor.

No further business appearing, the Grand Chapter

called from labor to refreshment, until this evening, at

8 o’clock.

THOS. B. CAEE, Grand Becretary..

Thursday Evening, June 4th, 8 o’clock..

The Grand Chapter resumed labor..

present:

M. E. Peter Custis, G. H. P.

E. GooldHoyt G. K.
E. D. D. Phillips, G. S.

Comp. H. G. Barnhill, G. C. H.
S. W. Neal, G. P. S.

“ H, W. Eohinson, . .G. E. A. C. p. t.
“ Jas. W. Blount, G. M. 3 cl V. “

“ Geo. H. Makepeace,.. G. M. 2d V.
“ Jacob Fiedler, G. M. 1st V. p. t
“ T. B. Carr, G. Secretary.
“ L. C. Turner, G. Tyler, p. t.

E. G. Eankin, P. G. H. P., John Boylin, A. Martin, P, G.
H. P., Jeremiah Chapman, P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P.

The Grand Chapter was dispensed with for the pur-

pose of exemplifying the Work.
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The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

In accordance with the resolution previously adopted,

(see page 16,) the M. E. G. H, P. appointed as a con-

sulting committee on Work, Comps. A, Martin, P. G. H.

P., P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., R. G. Rankin, P. G.

H. P., and L. Blackmer.

On motion of Comp. Goold Hoyt, it was

Eesolved, That Comp. P. W. Fanning and the Grand Secretary be appointed a

committee to have a suitable number of Diplomas engraved and printed on parch-

ment, for the use of such of the subordinate Chapters under this jurisdiction as may
desire them

;
and that the fee for each Diploma be feed at two dollars,—one half

of which shall be for the use of this Grand Chapter, and the remainder for the

Grand Secretary.

No further business appearing, the minutes having*

been read and approved, the Grand Chapter closed in,,

ample form.

THOS. B. CARR, Grand Secretary..
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FORM OF RETURNS FOR A SUBORDINATE CHAPTER.

Reiurn of Chapter No. working under

thejurisdiction of the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

Regular Meetings on

OPFICEES:

MEMBERS. MEMBERS.

Exaltations. Rejections. Withdrawals.! Deaths. Expuls’ns.iSusiDens’ns.lTotalMemh’rs.

Form of Proxy for a High Priest, King or Scribe of a Subordinate Chapter.

I, A. B, {High Priest, King or Scribe,) of Chapter, No.

constitute Companion C. 'D. my p'oxy to represent me at the next Convocation

of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of North Carolina, to hehddin Wilmington,

the day of ,
in the year A. I. 238 ,

A. D. 185

Witness my hand and Seal, this day of ,
A. D.l%b

I
SEAL.

I
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Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina, in account with

Thomas B. Carr, Grand Secretary.

1856.

June, ToDispensationtoMt. Vernon Chapter No. 30, $90 00
1851.

May, To Dues of Temple .do.. No. 6, 45 00
CC cc Montgomery .do.. No. 23, 15 00

“ 29,
CC cc Gaston .do. .No. 18, 45 00

30,
cc u Salisbury .do. .No. 20, 15 00

June 1,
cc cc Germanton .do. .No. 24, 15 00

U cc cc cc Lafayette .do. .No. 11, 15 00
U cc cc cc Concord .do.. No. 1, 15 00
u cc cc cc Eureka .do.. No. 1, 15 00
Cc cc cc cc Conolio .do.. No. 12, 60 00
U cc cc cc Phoenix .do.. No. 2, 15 00
u cc cc cc Goldsboro’ .do. .No. 29, 15 00
u cc cc cc Union .do.. No. 11, 15 00
a cc cc cc Oxford .do.. No. 8, 15 00
a cc cc cc Mount Ararat .do.. No. 3, 30 00
u

3,
cc cc Mount Lebanon .do. .No. 21, 30 00

u cc cc cc Keystone .do. .No. 19, 15 00
cc

2,
cc cc Graham (for 1856). .do.. No. 28, 15 00

cc 3
,

cc Dispensation Wadeshoro’ .

.

.do.. No. 31, 90 00
cc cc CC Dues Chorazin .do.. No. 13, 30 00
cc cc cc CC Roanoke . do . . No. 4, 50 00

$650 00

By Amount paid Grand Treasurer as per Keceipts,. . .$650 00

THOS. B. CAER,

June 4, 1851. Grand Secretary.



31

A LIST OF HIGH PRIESTS

IN THE

STATE OF N'ORTH CAROLmA.

il. B. James F. McKee, - Wilmington. M. E. Jas. Mehegan, . TarboroL
“ Alex. McRae, - “ W. W. Daniel, - Halifax.
u P, W. Fauning, C. N. Webb. -

H P. Russell, “ Z. M. Paschall, - Oxford.
Alfred Martin, - “ Wm. Burge, - - "Warrenton.

4C Isaac Northrop, , u “ A. P. Tancy,- ilurfrcesboro^
D. McJHlIan, - . u “ F. M. Capehart, -

R. G. Rankin, u “ P. P. Clements, Hamilton.
U A. Empie, Jr.

,

u “ William Slade,

W. G. Thomas, «' R. E. Weathers bee, - - ;>

Wm. 6. Hill, - - Raleigh. “ C H. Jordan, Roxboro’

.

u E. B. Freeman, “ Jones Drumright,
4C John W. Crosby, . ct “ C. ^Y. Wooley, - Montgomery
U J. E. Harrison, , 4( “ J. S Gibson, -

ii Jos. M. Cox, . - Hertford. “ A. T. Jerkins,- Newbern.
U Jos. G. Granbery, - “ Peter Custis, - )>

u J. W. Albertson, . (J “ H. K. Nash, - jj

u E. Myers, - Salisbury. “ C ?. Mendenhall,
u D. A. Davis, •

u “ Geo, Green, - - ))

A. H. Caldwell, u “ Wm. Sloan. - Lincolnton.
u L. Blackmer, - “ C. J. Hammarskold, -

pf

-u T B. Nicholls, - Plymouth, “ Jas. A. Caldwell, >>

Wm Bagley, - “ Jos. K. Bird, . Windsor.
J. Ramsey, - u “ Stark B. Smith,

(( John McRae, - - Fayetteville. “ Kater Biggs, .

t( A. M. Campbell,, “ J. W. Haskins,
(( E. L. Winslow, . u “ B. J. Spruill, - ;}

L. R, Loftin, - - Duplin. ‘ ‘ Joshua Roberts, Asheville.
(( Thos. Wright,- “ James Reid, Louisburg.
(( Jas. W. Blount, “ J. S. Gibson, Germanton.
u Pride Jones, - - Hillsboro\ “ J. B. Kingsberry, ”
(( D. D. Phillips, “ L.D. Farmer, Wilson.
(( E. F Watson, - Graham. “ E. W. Hines, - Goldsboro’,

J. S. Pender,

-

- Tarboro’. “ Goold Hoyt, - Greenville,
u Lewis Bond, - . ” “ S W.Neal, - Wadeshoro’,-

The above list comprises all the High Priests, as far as can be at this time ascer-

tained. Should there be any omissions, the Grand Secretary would be pleased to

receive notice, to enable him to make a complete Register.
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RETURN OF CHAPTERS,

WORKING UNDER THE JURISDICTION OE THE

C|a|ter of JorfJ Caroliaa,

arXJ3Kr3EI, Xj., S©3'7’.

CONCORD CHAPTER No. 1—WILMINGTON.

officers;

M. B. R. G. Eankiin, . . .

.

E. 0. L. Fillyaw, . .

.

E. T. M. Gardner, . .

.

Comp. J. B. Russell,

“ H. P. Russell,...

.

“ W. J. Price,

“ M. Newlioff

“ W. H. McDowell,
“ L. C. Turner, . .

.

“ B. J. Lutterloli,..

.

“ J. A. Taylor, ....

“ E. Turlington, ...

.

MEMBERS

:

A. Empie, Jr., P. H. P., J. Lyon, D. Kahnweiler,

D. A. Lament, D. P. Beatty, G. E. French,

J. M. Monk, P. W. Panning, P. G. H. P., T. P. Gause,

M. Cronly, A. Martin, P. G. H. P., T. D. Meares,

J. A. Stanley, A. J. Howell, J. S. James,

T. B. Carr, Thos. Cowan, J. I. McDugald,

D. Teller, L. H. MarsteUer, C. McMillan,

Alex. Boon, A. McRae, Jr., A. Lament,

R. Morriss, T. P. Peck, Alfred Smith,

J. H. Planner, T. I. Faison, Jas. T. Miller,

A. McRae, Sr., P. H. P., M. Meinnis, R. Fenner,

D. McMillan, P. H. P., H. W. Poy, A. B. Chesnut,

W. C. Parks, J. M. Poy, Wm. Huntington,

W. A. Burr, J. H. Dali, T. Burr, Jr.,

J. A. Silliman, T. C. Worth, Jno. Smith,

H. P.

.K.

.S.

.C. H.

P. S.

.R. A. C.

,M. 3d V.

.M. 2dV.

M. 1st V.

.Secretary.

.Treasurer.

Tyler.
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J. E. Metts, John Branton, Owen Fennell,

I. Northrop, P. D. G. H. P., N. T. Harriss, J. Mathews,

H. Hirsh, John Garwood, J. H. Wright,

B. G. Bates, W. W. Harriss, Jno. Christian,

E. V. Kelly, T. F. Robeson, Wm. Murphy,

Jno. Nutt, T. W. Brown, J. H. Allen,

D. E. Eoberts, John D. Powers, Jos. Green,

W. D. Smith, A. P. Eepiton, S. Teller,

John Banks, R. Maxwell, Luther Wright,

George Harriss, J. R. Beaman, M. C. Turrentine.

Jno. Walker, Jr., J. B. Price, Owen Holmes,

Jas. Snow, % Strange, Sam'l Langdon,

Jas. Burney, W. E. Eobitzsch, E. E. Troy,

John D. Moore, T. Page Ricaud, P. G. S., W. G. Jones,

J. A. Barnes, W. E. Freeman, J. H. Pritchett,

W. H. Turlington, P. D. Trawick, C. T. Mm-phy,

T. H. Lane, S. D. Wallace,

A. A. Brown.

J. Wilkinson.

One admission; no exaltations; no rejections; no witlidrawals
;
two deaths; no ex- •

pnlsions
;
no suspensions

;
no residents not members. ‘Wliole number of members 109.

Eegular times of meeting, 1st and 3d Monday in each month.

E. J. LUTTEELOH, Secretary.

PHCENIX CHAPTEE No. 2—FAYETTEmLE.

OFFICE KS:

M. E. Archibald M. Campbell, H. P.

E. Eev. James McDaniel, K.

E. Joseph Arey, S.

Comp. John A. McLauchlin, C. H.
“ George Lander, P. S.

“ H. C. Lucas, E. A. C.

“ John D. Williams, M. 3d V.
“ Warren Prior, M. 2d V.
“ Joseph B. Starr, M. 1st V.
“ W. B. Shemwell, Secretary.
“ Warren Prior, Treasurer.

“ David Wemyss, Tyler.

MEMBERS:

JohnMcEae, E. L. Winslow, Jos. Arey,

-

John D. Williams, John A. McLauchlin, James Dodd,
Isham Blake, Edwin Glover, Warren Prior,

A. M. Campbell, J. B. Walton, George Lander,

James McDaniel, Jas. B. Ferguson, Joseph B. Starr,

B. F. Pearce, Jno. Lawrence, A. H. Whitfield,
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Neill Stnart,

E. Turlington,

David Wemyss,
W. J. Smith,

J. W. Lett,

W. B. Shemwell,

C. P. Jones,

J. E. Carter,

W. S. Fowlkes,

George H. Makepeace,

G. T. H. Crockett,

T. H. Pemberton.

J. A. Worth,

J. McD. Jessup,

A. P. Hurt,

H. A. McSwain,
H. C. Lucas,

RESIDENT K. A. M. NOT MEMBERS:

Thomas Waddell, John W. Sandford, 0. P. Stark,

T. J. Curtis.

Two admissions
;
no exaltations

;
no rejections

;
no withdrawals

;
no deaths

;
no ex-

pulsions
;
no suspensions ;• four residents not memhell. Whole number 39. Kegular

tiSie of meeting, 1st Tuesday in every month.

JAMES B. FERGUSON, Secretary.

«

MOUNT ARARAT CHAPTER No. 3—MURFREESBORO’.

OFFICERS:

M. E. F. M. Capehart, «H. P.

E. J. P. Bridger, K.

E. Isaac Pipkin, S.

Comp. Isaac Baugham, C. H.
“ E. F. Hart, P. S.

“ A. E. Grant,' R. A. C.

“ .1. H. Vincent, M. 3d V.
“ William Edwards, M. 2d V.
“ Wm. H. Darden, M. 1st V.
“ J. T. Beaman, Secretary.

“ A. Britt, Treasurer.

“ G. D. Parker, Tyler.

members:

Daniel Brown, John E. Rochell, Sam’l Darden,

Jet. R. Darden, John P. Lee, A. G. Jones,

Wm. T. Bynum, Charles Vann, Abner Carter,

Jas. H. Vinson, A. P. Rawls, • Jas. J. EocheU,

A. D. Ramsey, Richard Shane, James M. Wynns,

Joseph J. Freeman, E. E. Beal, E. T. Hill.

RESIDENT R. A. M. NOT MEMBERS:

J. L. Long, Thos. Vaughan, Wm. J. Maggett,
** L. Bowden, F. A. Nolly.

Eleven admissions
;
eleven exaltations

;
no rejections

;
three withdrawals

; one death

;

two expulsions
;
no suspensions

;
live residents not members. Whole number 35. Reg-

ular time of meeting, the 3d Saturday in each month.

G. D. PARKER, Secretarypro iem.
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CONCORD CHAPTER No. 5—TARBORO’.

officers:

M. E. James Mebegen, H. P.

E. Hem-y T. Clark, K.

E. WiUiam S. Long, S.

Comp. Jolm H. Leigh, C. H.
“ William Harrell, P. S.

“ Elisha Cromirell, R. A. C.

“ David Cobh, M. 3d V.
“ John Knight, Jr., M. 2d V.
“ MayoWorsley, M. 1st V.
“ Lonis C. Pender, Secretary.

“ William Norfleet, Treasurer.

“ Joseph A. Brown, Tyler.

ME MBEKS ;

Benjamin M. Jackson, Jesse H. Drake, A. J. Gotten,

Bonis Bond, John H. Drake, James Nelson,

Josiah D. Jenkins, Daniel S. Crenshaw, John P. Huges,

E. H. Pender, John Mooring, Wm. F. Mercer,

Josiah S. Pender, Benjamin Batts, John R. Mercer,

William Andrews, Wm. H. Smith, Wm. S. Dnggin,

James P. Jenkins, Kenneth Thigpen, Redden Daughtery,

Eesident E. A. Mason not a Member—Bpenetus Cromwell.

No admissions
;
three exaltations

;
one rejection

;
no withdrawals

; one death
;
no ex-

pulsions; no suspensions
;
one resident not a member. Whole number 33. Regular time

of meeting, 3d Saturday in each month. Regular meetings, five. Special meetings,

two.
L. C. PENDER, Secretary.

TEMPLE CHAPTER No. 6—WINDSOR.

officers:

M. E. Stark B. Smith, H. P.

B. George W. McGlauhon, K.

E. David Harrell, S.

Comp. Wm. P. Gurley, C. H.
“ Francis W. Bird, P. S.

“ Burwell B. Russell, R. A. C.

“ Arodi PUand, G. M. 3d V.
“ Etherton Wilson, G. M. 2d V,
“ Whitmel E. Swain, G. M. 1st V.
“ Thomas H. Spellir, Treasurer.

“ Charles H. Stevenson, Secretary.

“ JotB S^Shepperd, Tyler.

5



36

Eader Biggs,

Augustus Holley,

Peter Hemieberry,

Jolm T. Eoscoe,

Samuel B. Spruil,

MEMBEES :

Robert H. Smith,

Richard P. Freeman,

Jeremiah H. Bunch,

Patrick H. Winston,

Zebulon L. Simmons.

Thomas W. Reddick,

Benjamin J. Spruil,

William F. Ellis,

Noah H. Thompson,

Fom’ exaltations
;
no suspensions : no expulsions

;
ten regular meetings ; one special

meeting
; two deaths. Whole number 2o. Regular time of meeting, 2d Tuesday in each

month, except March and September, and the 3d Tuesday in those two months.

CHARLES H. STEVENSON, Secretary.

EUREKA CHAPTER No. 7—NEWBERN.

O F F I C E B S :

M. E. George Green, H. P.

E. A. MiUer, K.

E. J. Disosway, S.

Comp. J. D. Planner, C. H.
“ J. D. Whitford, P. S.

“ L. Attmore, R. A. C.

“ L.E. Clark, G. M. 3d V.

“ J. T. Lane, G. M. 2d V.

“ C. L. Primrose, G. M. 1st V.

“ J. F. .Jones, Secretary.

“ W. H. Oliver, Treasmer.

“ W.H. Jones, Tyler.

“ M. A. Outten, Chaplain.

M E M B E K S :

A. T. Jerkins, P. G. M. Peter Custis, M. E. G. H. P., E. E. Stanly,

O. S. Dewey, W. C. Hunter, E. E. Coward,

T. R. Wilson, E. W. Montford, F. B. Harrison,

J. Utley, Allen Blount, W. J. Pope,

J. A. May, Jesse Hart, W. R. Frizzle,

T. P. Eicaud, W. L. Webb, A. J. Mm-rell,

Joseph Whitty, J. H. Foy, F. S. Humphi-ey,

David ManshaU, D. S. WiUis, Stephen Sparrow,

W. A. Pugh, E. D. Warren, C. H. Foy,

M. P. Arendell, Jno. Shackleford, Levi A. Mewboum,

Isaac Ramsay, E. A. Enssell, J. A. Hartley,

A. P. N. Eolfe, Calvin Cox, Jno. M. Patrick,

J. W. Whitaker, J. M. P. Rhodes, • Franklin Thomas,

L. D. Pool.

No admissions ;
one exaltation

;
no rejections

;
no withdrawals

;
two deaths

;
no ex-

pulsions ; no suspensions. Whole number of members 62, Regular time of meeting,

1st Wednesday in each month.

J. P. JONES, Secretary.
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OXFORD CHAPTER No. 8—OXFORD.

officers:

M. B. Z. M. Pascliall, H. P.

E. Lyman Latliam, ‘...K.

E. Leonard H. Bullock, S.

Comp. James H. Homer, C. H.
“ Wm. A. PMpott, P. S.

“ Isaiali R. Puller, R. A. C.

“ D. A. PascliaU, M. 3dV.
“ Jokn B. Green, M. 2d V.
“ Thos. H. Raney, M. 1st V.
“ T. L. Hargrove, Secretary.

“ R. W. Lassiter, Treasm-er.

“ A. F. Spencer, Tyler.

members:
J. E. Allen, J. D. Bullock, R. J. Devin,

Wm. T. Ezell, E. H. Hicks, ArcMbald Taylor,

S. P. Venable, R. P. Taylor, D. S. Wilkerson,

J. S. Overby, J. T. Littlejohn, L. A. Paschal],

George Wortham, James H. Strum, L. C. Taylor,

James M. Bullock, Wilson Barford.

No admissions
;
two exaltations ; no rejections ;

no withdrawals
;
no deaths ; no ex-

pulsions
;
no suspensions

;
no residents not members. Whole number of members, 29,

Regular time of meeting, 3d Monday in every month.

T. L. HARGROVE, Secretary.

LAFAYETTE CHAPTER No. 11—HILLSBORO’.

OFFICERS:

M. E. D. D. Phillips, H. P.

E, Thomas Webb, K.

E. Samuel P. Moore, S.

Comp. John M. Wolf, C. H.
“ J. J. Alleson, P. S.

“ C. E. Parrish, R. A. C.
“ John A. Faucett, M. 3d V.
“ A. C. Mm-dock, M. 2dV.
“ John McCracken, M. 1st V.
“ Wm. Nelson, Secretary.

“ P. Johns, Treasurer.

“ James M. Palmer, Tyler.

members:

Alexander Dickson, Joseph Allison, H. K. Nash,
William Dickson, B. S. Dmham, John J. Freeland,

John Q. Anderson, Frederick Zhlant, James C. Turner,

Gaston D. Cobb, D. A. Montgomery, William McCown,
Thos. Howerton, Antonio D. Martine, W. F. Bason,
John C. Douglass, John F. Lyon.
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RESIDENT R. A. M. NOT MEMBERS:

B. Stnidwick, C. M. Latimer, George Laws,
J. L. Baley, Prof. Wheat, JohnMcCowTi.

No Admissions
;
no exaltations

;
no rejections

;
one withdi’awal; no deaths; noex-

pnlsions
;
no suspensions

;
residents not members 6. Whole number of members, 29

Regular time of meeting, 2d Thursday in each month.

WM. NELSON, Secretary.

CONOnO CHAPTER No. 12—HAMH.TON.

officers:

M. E. Robert E. Weathersbe., H. P.

E. Jno. B. Whitaker, K.

E. Samuel M. Bowers, S.

Comp. H. B. Godwin, C. H.
“ Wm. W. Sherrod, P. S.

“ John M. Mathews, E. A. C.

“ James A. Daniels, M. 3d V.

“ Bennett S. Baker, M. 2d V.

“ Tm-ner B. Barnhill, M. 1st V.
“ L. L. Clements, Secretary.

“ Timothy W. Ward, Treasurer.

“ Wm. Beasley, Tyler.

MEMBERS:

Joseph J. Anthony, Henry Budeke, Marcus C. Cherry,

George Hobbs, Priley J. Harrell, C. C. Hines,

Wm. T. Hyman, Jno. H. Hyman, W. E. Hansell,

G. L. Moore, John D. Latham, Joseph E. Short,

Simon M. Smithwick, Robert W. Sherrod, Samuel J. Williams, •

Joseph Waldo, H. S. WUliams, Wm. P. Weathersbe,

James S. Williams, P. W. Zarrell.

Seven admissions
;
six exaltations

;
no rejections

;
two withdrawals ; no deaths ; one

expulsion
;
no suspensions

;
no residents not members. Whole number of members, 32.

Regular time of meeting, 1st Monday in each month.

L. L. CLEMENTS, Secretary.
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UNION CHAPTER No. 17—DUPLIN COUNTY.

officers:

M. E. Jas. TV. Blount, H. P.

E. L. F. Williams, K.

E. Joel Loftin, S.

Comp. T. Wright, ,C. H.
“ Jas. R. Hurst, P. S.

“ D. Bowden, R. A. C.

“ B.C. Bowden, M. 3d V.
“ D. Watkins, M. 2d V.
“ Speight Hill, M. 1st V.
“ Jas. G. Dickson, Secretary.

“ A. R. Hicks, Treasurer.

“ D. B. Newton, Tyler.

M E M B E H .S :

D. B. Newton, Joel Loftin, D. Bowden,

A. R. Hicks, James W. Blount, J. G. Dickson,

B. C. Bowden, D. Wright, C. D. Hill,

T. Wright, H. P. Murphy, A. Guy,

H. W. Faison, W. J. HiU, D. K. Kornegay,,

J. R. Hurst, P. 0. Wilson, D. Watkins,

Speight HU], L. P. Williams, T. B. HUl,

James Cannon, J. G. Branch, L. Humphrey,

W. H. Herring, J. W. Hinson, J. R. Hatch,

E. Peterson.

RESIDENT K. A, M. NOT MEMBERS:

L. R. Loftin, P. B. MiUard, H. H. Hodges,

B. W. WiUiams, James McDuffie, Wm. P. Pollock,

DanT Glisson.

No admissions ; no exaltations
;
no rejections ; two withdrawals ; no deaths ; no ex-

pulsions
;
no suspensions

;
seven residents not members. TVhoIe number of members,

28. Regular time of meeting, 2d Thursday of each month.

JAS. G. DICKSON, Secretary.

GASTON CHAPTER No. 18—ROXBORO’.

officers:

M. E. Jones Dmmwright, H. P.

E. Charles H. Bradher, K.

E S.

Comp. John Baerd, C. H.
“ Chesly H. Hamlin, P. S.

“ TVm. R. Webb, R. A. C.

“ John W. Hunt, M. 3d V.
“ Edwin G. Reade, M. 2d. V.
“ Thomas H. Nelson, M. IstV.
“ Charles S. Winstead, Treasurer.

“ Robert C. Baetey, Secretary.
‘
‘ John J . Ellison, Tyler.
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members:

C. H. Jordan, Junius P. Moore, William Bradher,
Benjamin Stanfield, Benjamin M. Williams, J. Whitfield,

Three exaltations; no rejections; no withdrawals; no deaths; no suspensions ; one
expulsion. Whole number of members, 17. Eegnlar time of meeting, 3d Saturday in

each month.

E. C. BABTEY, Secretary.

KEYSTONE CHAPTBE No. 19—PLYMOUTH.

officers:

M. E. William Bagley, H. P.

B. Thomas B. Nicholls, K.

E. Henry B. Short, S.

Comp. Henry A. Gilliam, C. H.
“ Thomas E. Pender, P. S.

“ George W. Pearce, E. A. C.

“ Enoch Jones, M. 3dV.
John Brown, M. 2d V.

“ John Simmons, M. IstV.
“ Joseph Eamsey, Secretary.

“ Isaac Kelly, Treasurer.

“ James Magee, Tyler.

MEMBERS:

Joseph A. Spruill, P. P. Pagan, Wm. W. Ward,
Thos. P. White, Silas Murray, Edgar Hanks,

Warren W. Ward, Chas. G. Phelps, John McC. Boyle,

John P. Phelps, Edwin H. White.

RESIDENT R. A. M. NOT MEMBERS:

Samuel T. Gaylord, Benj. J. Spruill, Alfred Winchell,

No admissions
;
no exaltations

;
no rejections

;
no withdrawals

;
no deaths ; no expul-

sions
;
no suspensions

;
three residents not members. Whole number of members, 26.

Eegnlar time of meeting, 2d Tuesday in each month.

J. EAMSEY, Secretary.
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SALISBUET CHAPTER No. 20—SALISBURY.

officers:

M. E. Dolphin A. Davis, H. P.

E. Daniel Coleman, K.

E. J. G. Ramsey, . . . S.

Comp. J. D. Ramsej-, C. H.
a Luke Blackmer P. S.

ii E. R. Gibson, R. A. 0.

A. J. York, M. 3d V.
i; Thos. A. Burk, M. 2d V.

f
William Miu'dock, M. 1st V.

u Martin Richwine, Secretary.

Joseph P. Chambers, Ti-easurer.

u Lewis Gumb, Tyler.

MEilBERS :

E. Myers, A. H. Caldwell, T. P. Ricaud,

H. C. Simonton, 0. Woodson, J. M. Coffin,

Turner Pinkston, D. W. Honeycutt, A. M. Booe,

B. BaUey, Jehu Hank, John A. Holt,

Jolm J. Shaver, Jas. A. Johnston, Jos. A. Worth,

Clarkson Coffin, T. J. Bryan, Geo. RRey,

G. W. Johnston, Jno. Kelley, J. T. Alexander,

John 0. Ross, J. B. Jones, A. G. Holder,

A. M. Nesbit, Alex. Murdock, R. D. Tandusen,

Horrace Laselle, H. H. Dent, D. B. Wood,
Wm. P. Burk, R. L. Melton, Hugh Murdock,

Samuel Taylor, John H. McKinley, J. S. Caldleugh,

J. W. Wiseman, G. A. Bingham, J. A. Kelley,

R. P. Bessent, Jno. G. Bjmum, Jno. W. Ellis.

No admissions ; no exaltations
;
no rejections

;
no withdrawals

;
no deaths

; no expnl-

sions
;
no suspensions

;

no residents not members. Whole number of members, 54.

MARTIN PJCHWINE, Secretary.

LINCOLN CHAPTER No. 22—LINCOLNTON.

OFFICERS:

M. E. C. J. Hammarskold, H. P.

E. E. S. Barrett, K.
E. J. H. Ramsorn-, S.

Comp. J. A. Caldwell, C. H.
U M. King, P. S.
ii J. T. Alexander, R. A. C.
ii Z. A. Moss, M. 3d V.
ii M. J. Aydolett, M. 2d V.
ii Wm. Sloan, M. 1st V.
ii R. P. Sloan,
ii L. P. Henderson,
ii J. A. Jetton,
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B. F. Briggs,

J. C. Smith,

J. P. Aydolett,

A. J. Hause,

W. Jenks,

members:

A. W. Burton,

A. Myers,

George Mosteller,

J. M. Happoldt,

J. H. Goodell,

Thos. W. Bradburn,

J. Q. Carpenter,

A. M. Gillespie,

S. J. Lowrie, M. M.

,

A. J. Scobourg.

No admissions
;
no exaltations

;
no rejections

;
two withdrawals

;
no deaths ;

no ex-

pulsions
;
no suspensions

;
three residents not members. Whole number of members,

30. Regular time of meeting, Wednesday of Court week—viz : April, July, October

and January.
J. T. ALEXANDER, Secretary.

MONTGOMERY CHAPTER No. 23—CLARK’S CREEK.

OFFICERS:

M. E. C. W. Wooley, H. P.

E. J. H. Montgomery, K.

E. S. H. Christian, S.

Comp.P. P. Ballard, C. H.
“ W. G. Deberry, P. S.

“ C. J. Cochran, R. A. C.

“ J. B. Ballard, M. 3d V.

“ J. T. Matheson, M. 2d V.
“ J. C. Andrews, M. 1st V.

“ Jas. M. Lilly, Secretary.

“ Wm. McRae, Treasurer.

“ Jeremiah Luther, Chaplain.

“ Solomon M. Ballard, Tyler.

MEMBERS :

N. B. Miller, Alex. McRae, James W. McRae,

H. G. Lucas, R. T. Steele, A. S. McLennan,

J. R. Livingston, Dr. A. H. Ingram, N. T. Bowden,

D. S. Mom'oe, Dr. P. W. Wooley, D. Hearne,

Dr. 0. Hadley, W. S. Pemberton, Dr. 0. P. Luther,

Jno. P. Little, Thos. R. Baldwin, E. P. Lilly,

E. J. Christian, John Randle, S. W. Neal,

R. T. HaU, W. Ward Virdin, Jr., J. T. Andrews.

Seven exaltations ; no deaths
;
no expulsions ;

no suspensions. Number of Stated

meetings 1. Number of called meetings 5. Time of regular meetings, on the 1st

Tuesday evening after the Friday before the full of the Moon in every month.

JAS. M. LILLY, Secretary.
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GERMANTON CHAPTER No. 24—GERMANTON.

officers:

M. E. J. B. Kingsberry, H. P.

E. A. L. Bitting, K.

E. W. S.Leak, S.

Comp. .1. S. Gibson, C. H.
“ R. G. Mays, P. S.

“ E. B. King, R. A. C.

“ W.P. Gibson, M. 3d V.

“ W. W. Petree, M. 2d V.
“ D. R. Leak, M. 1st V.

“ J. E. Sbnmate, Secretary.

“ W. T. Gannaway, Treasurer.

“ W. C. Kingsberry, Tyler.

members:

J. Atwood, B. L Bitting, J. H. Bitting,

J. E. Bruce, J. P. Dance, D. E. Fields,

P. Pelter, J. W. Hunter. H. Holder,

S. C. Hill, P. Hulcbenson, W. H. Gwin,

C. W. McAnaUy, A. P. Gumbaok, J. Shultz,

J. Stires, H. C. Wilson, W. B. Richardson,

H. Eenigan, J. A. Bitting, B. Jones,

R. H. Smith, S. Ivey, T. Long,

W. W. Long, - S. S. Bryant, V. Bohannon,

T. S. Martin, J. W. Hunter.

No admissions; eight exaltations
;
no rejections

;
no withdrawals; two deaths; no

expulsions
;
no suspensions

;
no residents not members. IVhole number of members,

41. Regular time of meeting, 3d Saturday in every mouth.

J. E. SHUMATE, Secretary.

LOUISBURG CHAPTER No. 2G—LOUISBURG.*

M. E. Rev. James Reid, H. P.

E. Jas. H. Yarborough, K.

B. Joseph J. Davis, S.

Comp. Dr. Ellis Malone, C. H.
“ Nathan B. Walker, P. S.

“ James J. Minetree, R. A. C.

“ Wm. H. Strother, Jr, M. 3d V.
“ A. p. Massenburg, M. 2d V.
“ B. L. Stegall, M. 1st V.
“ Wm. H. Furman, Secretary.

“ Richard F. Yarborough, Treasurer.

“ W. P. Sykes, Tyler.

^Received since the close of Annual Convocation.— (?. Seo'y.

6
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A. M. Noble,

IBev. P. H. Joyner,

(Ben. Joseph B. Littlejobn,

Washington Harriss,

John H. Brodie,

Benj. H. Sonsby,

William A. Moore,

members:

Rev. N. F. Reid,

Rev. William Clos.s,

Joseph J. Harper,

Wm. A. Stone,

Calvin B. Walker,

D. W. Williams,

John Westley AVilliams,

N. B. Massenbnrg,

A. Thomas,

Calvin Stone,

John Chambler,

W. B. Poster,

Thomas K. Thomas,

Jonathan A. Stone.

RESIDENT R. A. M. NOT A MEMBER:

Rev. N. K. Barham.

!Two admissions
;
no exaltations

;
no rejections

;
one withdrawal

;
one death

;
no es-

pnlsions
;
no suspensions

;
one resident not a member. Whole number of members, 34.

Begnlar timejof meeting, 3d Thursday in every month.

WM. H. FURMAN, Secretary.

MOUNT LEBANON CHAPTER No. 27-WILSON.

OFFICERS:

M. E. L. D. Farmer, H. P.

E. Westly Swift, K.

B. Andrew E. Gill, S.

Comp. Jethro Aycock, C. H.
“ B. H. Barden, P. S.

“ Moses Parmer, R. A. C.

“ John G. Williams, M. 3d V.

“ D. M. Barnes, M. 2d V.
“ William D. Thome, M. 1st V.

“ Thomas C. Davis, Secretary.

“ Henry King, Treasurer.

“ Franklin Barrow, Tyler.

SiEMBERS:

Harrington Daniel, B. C. Strickland, Pomeroy Clark,

Isaac B. Farmer, Jacob Fiedler, Willis N. Hackney.

Mto ©saltations ; two deaths
;
no expulsions

;
no withdrawals.

T. C. DAVIS,. (SecrcJari/.
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GRAHAM CHAPTER No. 2.3—WATSONVILLE.

officers;

M. E. E. F. Watson, H. P.

E. P. A. Holt K.

E. Jolrn Holt, S.

Comp. A. H. Boyd, C. H.

“ J. A. Murray, P. S.

“ Wm. H. Faucette, R. A. C.

L. K.Wood, M. 3dV.
“ Tlios. J. Fowler, M. 2d V.

“ H.C. Hurdle, M. 1st V.

“ Jolm Faucette, Secretary.

“ Josiah M. Culley, Treasurer.

“ John Klapp, Tyler.

MEMBERS:

E. F. Watson,

J. O. Holt,

Wm. A. Holt,

J. A. Murray,

Wm. R. Denny,

Rev. .J. S. Swift,

L. K. Wood,

Wm. B. McRay,

C. H. Faucette,

P. A. Holt,

G. G. Walker,

Thos. Fowler,

Wm. Faucette,

Rev. R. G. Tinnen,

Wm. Paterson,

E. W. Beale,

John Faucette,

W. G. Cleudenin,

A. Apple,

A. Boyd,

H. C. Hurdle,

John Klapp,

J. M. Klapp,

A. J. Ryles,

Wm. Cobb,

J. M. Culley,

Thomas E. Roberts.

Two exaltations
;
no rejections ; two withdrawals

;
no deatlis

; no expulsions.

—

Whole number of members, 27. Regular meeting, 1st Friday in every month.

JNO. FAUCETTE, Searetai'y.

GOLDSBORO’ CHAPTER No. 29—GOLDSBORO’.

OFFICERS:

M. E. E.W. Hines, H. P.

E. J. J. Baker, K.

E. W. Robinson, S.

Comp.M. D. Craton, C. II.

“ W. F. Kornegay, P. S.

“ R. S. Moore, R. A. C.

“ E. B. Wood, M. 3d V.

“ J.C. Borden, M. 2d V.
“ J.W. Davis, M. IstV.
“ J. B. Griswold, Secretary.

“ C.F. Dewey, Treasurer.

“ J. G. Parker, Tyler.
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MEMBERS:

John Wriglit, W. Carraway, James M. Duffee,

J. H. Brent, John S. Kennedy, John C. Rhodes,

T. T. EolloweU, D. A. PoweU,

One admitted
;
seventeen exaltations

;
no rejections

; two withdrawals
; no deaths j

no expulsions
;
no suspensions

;
one resident not a member. Whole number of mem-

bers, 20. Regular time of meeting, 3d Saturday in each month.

J. B. GRISWOLD, Secretary.

MOUNT VERNON CHAPTER No. 30—GREENVILLE.

officers:

M. E. Goold Ho3d., ...H. P.

E. H. G. BarnhOl, . . .K.

E. James Nelson ...S.

Comp. S. E. Milborn, ...C. H.
U Wm. T. Marsh, ...P. S.

J. D. Doughty, . ..R. A. C.
(( H. R. Congleton, . . .M. 3d V.
(( Wm. L. Cherry, . . .M. 2d V.
u G. L. Pritchard, ...M. 1st V.
u James Muiray, . . .Secretary.
(i Wm. E. Frizzle,

u Franklin BeU, .. .Tyler.

MEMBEBS

:

William W. Dunn, Montgomery Long, George L. Pritchard,

Burton G. Albritton, Thomas B. James, William L. Cherry,

Guilford W. Cox, Benjamin F. Davis, WUliam T. Marsh,

Stephen E. Milborn, Alexander S. Davis, Joseph B. Barrett,

James D. Doughty, Franklin Bell, Ashley Allen,

Henry E. Congleton, Walter S. Hanrahan, William A. Pugh.

Twenty-one admissions ; sixteen exaltations ; two rejections
; four withdrawals

; no>

deaths; no expulsions; no suspensions; no residents not members. Whole number

of members, 21. Regular time of meeting, first Saturday in each and every month.

G. W. COX, Secretary.
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WADESBORO’ CHAPTER No. 31—WADESBORO’.

officers:

M. E. S. W. Neal, H. P.

E. R. T. Hall, K.

E. E.F. Lilly, S.

Comp. Eli Freeman, C. H.
“ E. F. Kendall, P. S.

“ Thos. G. Sanders, R. A. C.

“ A. L. Stough, M. 3d V.
“ Jno. Boylin, M. 2d V.

“ H. W. Robinson, M. 1st V.

“ J. P. Smith, Secretary.

“ A. C. Moore, Treasurer:

“ Jno. Cowick, Tyler.

members:

Jos. White, Levin IVoolen, W. A. Liles,

E. H. Struater, E. Hutchison, James C. Caraway,

Jno. Enscoe, B. F. Smith, T. A. Vestal,

A. Settle.

Total number of members, 22.

J. P. SMITH, Secretary,
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The tniimtes Imviiig been read and ap[)roved, the

Grand Chapter called from labor to refreshment, until

this afternoon at five o’clock.

TUGS. B. GARU, G.Hecy.

/

MONDAY AFTERNOON, June 7, 1858.

Tin- Gland Chapter resumed lalior.

l^re-srjif—Otficers ;md memhej's as this morning.

Visitor—Comp’n AV. Miir])hv.

d’he Committee on Credentials made the folhnving- re-

port, which was, on motion, received and adojited :

The CommiUee on Credentials have only, as j'ut, had a limited number of Creden-

tials placed in their hands, which they have dul^' examined, and find the follojviag

Companions entitled to represent the several Chajiters ao-ainst which their names are

placed, as indicated

:

Kev Stone, iVo. Ih. ... If W. Fanning, pro.\. for II. I’., K., and S.

Asheville. Xu. tta. . . .R. 15. Vance, prox. for II. 1’.

l.afavette, Xo. 1 i . . . . John M. Wolfe, prox. for II. 1’., and James M. Palmer,

prox. for K., and S.

Concord. .Xo. 1 K. G. Rankin, II. P. ; 0. L. Fillyaw, K. : T. B. Carr, S.

Conoho. Xo. li. . . .T. B. Carr, Rep.

.^It. Ararat. Xo. ".
. . . ..M. Cronly, Rep.

Mt. Vernon. X'o. "o. . , .Oonld Hoyt. H. P and jirox. foi’ S.

P. W. FAXXIXG,
( ..

.1. M. PAIAIFR. f

On motinii of Comp’ll Kmiiiiiig, it wns

Jlttsoli i'tl

,

That the, reading of the minutes of the last Convocation be dispensed with,

each member being furnished with a copy.

All invitntiou was extended l>y the M. K G. H. P., to

all Royal Arch IMasons, in good .standing, to occupy

seats with the Gpand (diapter duping its jiresent Convo-

cation.

'The minutes having been reatl and -approved, the

Gmud Chapter then called from labor to retVeshment

until to-moppc)W morning at ten o’clock.

^THOS. B. CARR, G. Gechj.



TUESDAY MOEKING, June 8, 1858.

The (Ti*an(] Cliapter resumed labor.

R E S E N T .

M. E. Peter Custis, - G. H. P.

E. Goold Hoyt, ----- - G. K.

E. E. F. Watson, d. o. h. p.,
- - G. S. p. t.

R. G. Rankin, p..g. h. p.,
- - (}. C. H. U

J. G. Parker, - G. P. S.
u

R. T. Hall, - G. R. A. C. u

J. W. Blount, - G. M. 3d V. a

R. B. Vance, - (E M. 2d V.

James M. Palmer, - - - - a. M. 1st V. u

Tdios. B. Carr, - - - - - G. Seci“etary.

E. Tui’lington, - - - - - G. Tyler.

Comp’ns O. L. Fillyaw, Sj^eight Hill, E. J. Lutterloli,

P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., A. Martin, P. G. H. P., J.

B, Griswold, M. Cronly, H. C. Hurdle, Joab Hiatt, Alex’r

Mm-dock, Calvin Cox, T. L. B. Gregory, John M. Wolfe.

The Committee on Credentials p)resented the following

additional report, which was received and ado])ted :

The Committee on Credentials ask leave to make the following additional report.

The Companions named have presented the proper certificates, entitling them to par-

ticipation in this Grand Convocation :

Union, No. 17... ..Tas. W. Blount, H. P.
;
Beuj. I-'. Cobb, prox. forK.; Speight

Hill, prox. for S.

Goldsboro' No. 29... . Juo. G. I^arker, prox. for H. P.
;
Jno. B. Griswold, prox. for K.

and J. C. Bowden, prox. for S.

Wadesboro’ No. 30.

.

. R. J. Hall, H. P., and prox. for K. and S.

Salisbury, No.lO.

.

.Alex. Murdock, delegate.

Graham, No. 28..

.

.E. F. Watson, H. P.
;
H. C. Hurdle, prox. from K. and S.

Choraizin, No. 13.. .Joab Hiatt, K.

Roanoke, No. 4.. . T. L. B. Gregory, prox. for K

.

Mt. Vernon, No. .30... .Calvin Cox, King.

Phoenix, No. 2... • Geo. H. Makepeace, H. P.
;
H. C. Luca.s, prox. for K. and S.

The Committee ask leave to amend iheir first report hy substituting the name ot

.John M. Wolfe, as prox. for II. P., of J.afayette Chapter Xo. 11., instead of Comp’n
Palmer. P. W. FANXJXG, ('(/imnWff.

The M. E. a]»]-)ointed the following (Ammittees :
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On Unfinished Business—Comp’as Gooid Hoyt, John
M. Wolfe, and T. L. B. Gregory.

On Charters and Dispensations—Comp’ns E. F. Wat-
son, D. G. H. P., J. W. Blount, and Alex’r Murdock,

On Returns and Proceedings of Suhordinate Chapters

—Comp’ns P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., Joab Hiatt, H.

C. Hurdle, and E. B. Vance.

Tlie M. E. G. H. P. presented his annual i-ejiort

:

Companions;

The providence ot God has again permitted us to assemble around our common Altar,

to ofler up a yearly thanksgiving for his kind protection during the past year, and to

implore his guidance for the future. May the light of his countenance shine upon us

!

May our understandings be enlightened, and our hearts inclined to act as becomes
Masons, and to legislate worthily for those with whose interests we have been entrusted 1

We meet under cii'cumstances different from those which have characterised our former

convocation
;
the fetters which shackled our legislation have been thrown aside, and

acknowledging no higher Masonic Body than ourselves, we meet to legislate under the

supreme authority of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina. Let

us hope that, as rulers of our own masonic actions, looking to no other source for light

and infoi’mation, we may preserve harmony within our own jurisdiction, and by con-

sultation with each other, and a careful study of the ancient land marks, be enabled to

ascertain the true and ancient work of our Order, and establish uniformity at least with-

in the borders of our own State. This subject has been set apart, b}' a resolution adopt-

ed at your last Grand Convocation, for _your deliberation at our present session, and

sliould/ command your mo.st serious consideration. After the adoption of a system of

work, it will devolve upon you, to devise some sure and certain method for its dissemi-

nation. The system of Grand Lecturers has become exceedingly objectionable, and

should you depend upon your former mode of dispensing light by them, you will find

that, although year by year you may inculcate upon your subordinates the great neces-

sity of uuifoniiity of work, and urge upon them the employment of your Grand Lec-

turer, your solicitations will be unheeded, your commands neglected, and the rays of

light emanating from this Grand Body, will not extend beyond the walls of your Grand

Chapter. During your last convocation, in conversation with a portion of the dele-

gates, on this very subject, there were several methods proposed, which would secure

the objects we have in view, and I hope, that at this meeting, some scheme will be sug-

gested, which may be found worthy of your adoption.

I cannot congratulate you on any accessions to the number of Chapters in our State

during the past 3- ear. Since we last met, the clouds which were then threatening our com-

mercial horizon, have burst, and in consequence of the depression of business, and the

occupation of the panic-stricken minds of our citizens, Masomy has necessarily lan-

guished throughout the whole country. Not languished in deeds of Charity and Mercy

!

for could the unwritten history of Masonic deeds be unfolded, it would show that, in

that period of hunger, want, and wretchedness, invariabl3‘ attendant upon commercial

revulsions, the divine precept “ to feed the hungr}-, and clothe the naked,” has been

faithfull3' obej-ed br' the Masonic Fraternity. Far from the great commercial emporiums

of our country, we can form but a faint idea of the terrible distress con.sequent upon a
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sudden pressure in tlie money market, and suspension of business. But the slightest

inconvenience is felt by us, compared to the distress experienced in our large cities,

when thousands of operatives are suddenly deprived of work, and cast oft' to sufier,

and in many instances, to die of cold and hunger. But suffering humanity never ap-

peals to Masonry in vain—the Mason’s heart and hand are always open to sympathise

with the distressed and to relieve their wants. So may it ever be ! "When God sees fit

to arrest the business prosperity of our country, or visits in anger, his erring children,

with the “ pestilence that walketh in darkness,” may the principle which Masonry in-

culcates, in the days of prosperity, be of practical benefit to the ivorld in the hour of

trouble, and the Brethren of the Mystic Tie be ever found laboring in fields of useful-

ness and honor, and be ever ready to “ succour, defend and protect the innocent, the

distressed and the helpless.”

In obedience to a resolution of the last Grand Convocation, requiring me to take the

necessary steps towards arresting the Charters of Cyrus Chapter Xo. 21, and Warren-

ton Chapter Mo. 9, I had a conference with your Deputy Grand High Priest, and re-

quested him, on his return home, to take possession of the Charter of Cyrus Chapter,

unless, in his judgment, circumstances should warrant a more lenient course. I wrote

to Companion P. H. Joyner, of Warrenton, making inquiries in i-egard to the situa-

tion, property, &c., of Warrenton Chapter, and the prospect of its revival. He in-

forms me that the Chapter went down in consequence of the death and removal of

most of its members ;
that the Blue Lodge had also ceased to. work, and the Lodge

buildings had been sold under the hammer for debt. He says that the condition of the

Chapter is a hopeless one, and under the present state of circumstances, there is no

prospect of its j^evival
;

it had no property or jewels, and when at work, used the jew-

els of the Blue Lodge. On the receipt of Companion Joyner's letter, I immediately

wrote him again, requesting him to take possession of its Charter and send it to me.

Mo communication has since been received from him.

An evil which, it strikes me, requires correction at your hands, is the mode of rep-

resentation of Subordinate Chapters by Proxies, who are not members of the Chapter

they represent. It is impossible that a Proxy appointed at the last moment, in many
instances receiving his authority to act during the session of your Grand Body, and to-

tally unacquainted with the locality or wants of the Chapter he represents, can vote

undarstandingly on many questions which come up before you, or feel that interest

which would be felt by delegated members of the Chapters thus represented.

The source of the evil lies in the fact that many of our Chapters are poor, and in a

majority of cases, their treasuries are empty
;
hence, unless some member is willing

to attend the Grand Chapter as a delegate, at 'nis own expense, a number of our Chap-

ters are compelled to rely upon Proxies, or to remain unrepresented. Although taxa-

tion is generally received with repugnance, it appears to me, that it would be far better

for all that each subordinate Chapter should be taxed according to the number of its

members, for the purpose of constituting a Representative Fund, and that the expen-

ses of one Delegate from each Chapter should be ^d by the Grand Chapter from that

fund. By this means, you would insure to yourselves a full delegation at each m eet-

ing, interest in Masonry would be revived, and legislation would be conducted by th ose

who of right should do it. Your Body would consist of members from all parts of the

State, new acquaintances would be made, new friendships formed, and the cement of

Brotherly Love, would be more widely spread. I do not recommend this or any other

measure in relation to this matter, but merelv make these suggestions for the purpose

of bringing the subject before you.

In looking around, Companions, in search of tho.se familiar faces that I have been

accustomed to hail with pleasure at every couvocation of this Grand Chapter, I seek
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in vain tor one, Uio warm grasp of whose hand, and whose kindly welcome, were al-

ways among the first to greet me on my arrival in Wilmington. Since we last met, he

has been gathered to his Fathers, and the places that knew him once, now know him

no more. Although we deeply mourn his loss, we mourn not as those without hope, for

in all the relations of life, he nobly discharged his duty, and now’ that he is called from

Iri.s labours, and his work is presented to be tested by the Grand Overseer’s Square,

may it be found suitable to adorn the everlasting Temple of Jehovah. I allude to our

deceased Companion, Talcott Burr, Jr., who, from the first convocation after ihe or-

ganization of this Grand Chapter, ivas ever found ready to contribute, by his presence

and talents, to the advancement, dignity and honor of this Grand Body. The fraternal

chain is broken, and the grave has shut him from our sight—hut his memory is pre-

cious and it will ever live in his virtues. Ho rests iu that purer and better world,

where all of us, sooner or later,

“ Shall meet upon the level, hut never thence depart.

There’s a mansion, ’tis all ready for each trusting, faithful heart

;

’fhere’s a mansion, and a welcome, and a multitude is there,

Who have met upon the level and been tried iijion the square.”

In a few hours, Cotnpaniims, I shall cease to be your Bi esiding Officer : and while

my heart is overflowing w ith sentiments of gratitude, for the many acts of kindness

and forbearance extended towards me by you, my tongue can find no words adequate

to express them
;
but, before saying farewell—that hardest word to speak to those

we love—permit me again to reiterate and to urge upon you tire importance of a strict

obedience to, and dissemination of, the resolutions and edicts of this Grand Body

among your subordinates, f know’ that the Grand Chapter discharges its duty in

supplying each Chapter with printed copies uf its proceedings, but 1 am atraid the

fault lies in the Presiding Oflicers of the <!liapter.s, who fail, in many in.stan 9es, to

read them, or if tliej- read them at all, fail to carryout it.s instruciions. 1 cannot resist

the conclusion that, in political, moral and social life, the rulers are iu a great meas-

ure responsible for the errors of the governed, and that a dreadful re.sponsibility

rests on those, possessing light and knowledge, who do not use every effort rightly

to dispense it among the less fortunate ami enliglitened of their brethren. It is a

settled principle in political economy, that in proportion to the enlightenment and

education of the people, will be the advancement and prosperity of the country. Fully

impressed with the truth of these principles, in their apj)Iication to Masonry, let me
urge upon those w’hom, on account of their siqierior masonic knowledge, their compan-

ions select to preside over them, to be duly impressed with the re.sponsibility of their

station, and to endeavor, by precept and example, to propagate the genuine principle?

of our institution. Let them feel not only ready, but bound to instruct those w’hom

they exalt; then, instead of beholding a blind and ignorant attachment to symbols,

you would see every Royal Arch Mason acting from princijile, and seeking incentives

and examples from the pages of masonic history. Adliering to these principles, they

would revere in them the grandeur of their authoi ity, and the human affections they

have sheltered and nurtured.

I have been induced to make these remarks, by observing, witli the deepest regret,

the many instances in which we legislate in vain. I will only call your attention to

one. The following resolution w’as passed at your convocation in 1856; liesolved,

That each Chapter be and is hereby required to have a lecture delivered by some one

of their Companions before it—if practicable—upon the subject of Masonic Law and

Obligation, as well as the General Duties of a Royal Arch Mason.” How many, think

you, have obeyed this requirement? J had hoped, in the passage of this resolution,

that a new era had dawned upon Royal Arch Masonry under our jiinsdiction
;
that in
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listeuing to the int'ormation necessarily acquired iu the preparation of these lectures,

many of our Companions who have not the time or opportunity to study for themselves,

would learn that there was something more in Masonry than the mere Ritual, and that

all of us, being instructed in the history, principles and aims of our noble institution,

would be continually reminded of those high and sacred duties, which we are bound

by the most solemn ties to discharge to God, to the world, and to each other.

In conclusion. Companions, permit me again to thank you for the many evidences of

youi' confidence and esteem, and to assure you, that although my successor in office

may bring to the discharge of its duties a greater knowledge and ability—none can

feel a more earnest desire to benefit or exalt our institution ; and with a deep thank-

fulness for the harmony and good feeling which has characterized my administration,

and with a hope that the past may be but the foreshadowing of a more glorious future,

J bid you, in my official capacity, a most affectionate farewell.

Jiesoloed, That the Address of our M. E. G. H. Priest be received and spread upon

the minutes: and that it be referred to a Special Committee for the disposal of its sev-

eral subjects.

(Jommittee—Conip’iis A. Martin, P. (t. H. P., C'alvin

Cox, and O. L. Fillyaw.

A coninnmication was received from Ooncord Chapter,

No. 1, and St. John’s Lodge, No. 1 ,
inviting the Grand

Chapter to participate in an excursion, and requesting

them to appoint a day which will suit their convenience.

On motion of Conip’n Miii'dock, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Body be tendered to Concoid Chapter, No.

1, and St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, and that wm accept of their invitation for Thursday
morning next.

On motion of Comji’n Ilankm, it was
Resolvcdy That the election of Officers of this Grand Chapter, for ensuing yeai',

be the special order for to-morrow afternoon, at four o’clock.

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the Committee on Work make their report, and exemplify the same
to-morrow morning at ten o’clock.

The minutes liavmgTieen read and approved, the Grand
Chapter then called from labor to I’efreshment until this

afternoon, at three o’clock.

THOS. B. CABR, G. Sech/.
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TUESDAY EYEHIHG, 3 o’clock.

Tlie Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers and members as this morning.

Gonvp'ns—Geo. H. Makepeace, H. C. Lucas, Benj. F.

Cobb, M. Mclimis, and L. C. Turner.

The Committee on binding presented the following

report, which was, on moticm, received and adopted, and

the Committee continued.

Report of the Committee on Binding.—The under-

signed, continued by the last Grand Conv(.)cation, as a

Committee on Binding, has performed that iluty, and

herewith presents all the accumulated proceedings of

sister Grand Chapters, for the use of this Grand Chapter,

bound in |)ro])er form.

P. W. FANNING, Committee.

The Committee on Foreign CoiTespondence read the

following I'eport, which was, on motion, received and

ado})ted, and oi'dered to be sjn-ead upon tlie minutes.

To the M. E. Grand Eoyal Arch Chapter of North Carolina:

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, beg leave to report, that since our last

Convocation the Proceedings of the Grand Chapters hereinafter noted have been pla-

* ced in their hands; they have perused them with a desire only to cull from them and

report upon those questions of interest to the Craft
;
to make only a business and prac-

tical review, touching only those points which may tend to correct error, or establish

such unsettled matters as they might find a subject of inquiry or controversy : thus

avoiding the transcending of the limits to which they think they are prescribed by

their appointment. They are pleased to observe the general prosperity distinguishing

the Royal Craft throughout the United States; hut this pleasure is mingled with some

alloy, in noticing the disposition to censure, on the part of some of our Sister Grand

Chapters, those who may be inclined to differ with them in opjiuion. First in order,

and among the first in talent is our Sister Grand Chapter of

Maine.

—

This Body met in Annual Convocation, at Portland, on 4th May, 1857. The

Reports of the M. E. G. II. P. and of the Committee of Foreign Correspondence, are

able, and show the able Heads governing, as well as the ready pens wielded by the

Companions of that State. A decision of the Grand High Priest, during recess, affirm-

ing the propriety of “ transacting business when the Chapter was open, in the Mark

MastePs Degree,” was overruled by the Grand Chapter and a resolution adopted, that

all balloting for candidates for Degrees or Membership, shall be had in the Seventh

Degree. This decision of the Grand Chapter is, we believe, in strict conformity with

Masonic custom and usage.

The Report of the Committee of Foreign Correspondence, is a lengthy, but able

document, largely, as might be anticipated from the “Defenders of the General Grand
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Chapter,’’ devoted to the proceedings and doiogs of tte last General Grand Convoca-

tion, and abounds in copious extracts from other Grand Chapters, bearing upon the

action of that Body. This feature characterizes most of the proceedings of the .several

G-rand Chapters, as most uaturaily it should, from the fact of their assemblage so soo)i

after the last triennial session. All seem to agree that it was a “session of great interest,

drawing together a fine array of literary and Masonic talent, to enjoy a full flow of fra-

ternal feeling,” and this flow would seem to content our companions of Maine, even if

they were not believers in the good to be derived from the action of the General Grand

Chapter. The Committee approve of the resolve of the General Grand Chapter, in

allowing an appeal from the decision of the M. E. G. G. H. P., but prohibiting it in

subordinates. Your Committee are of opinion that there is but one course in true

Masonry ; that its laws are unchangeabie and bear with equal force on assemblages of

Masons by whatsoever title called. From a Lodge of Entered Apprentices to a Greo.t

General Grand Chapter, if such an institution could exist, the power's of the presiding

officer are the same : and with some of our Companions of otherStates, we believe that

the mere prefixing of one, two, or even three G.’s cannot change those powers.

'V'En.uoNT.—This Grand Chapter convened at Montpelier, ISthMay, 1857. The address

of the Grand High Priest is principally devoted to the amendments proposed to the

Constitutions of the General Grand Chapter and of his own Body. Companion P. C.

Tucker was again re-elected Grand High Priest, notwithstanding his earnest desire to

retire; his Masonic reputation belongs to the Craft, and his services could not well be

spared.

The report of the Committee of Foreign Correspondence was short, and as intended,

was a business like document
;
they dissent from the views expressed bj' North Caro-

lina, as to non-affiliated Companions, and submit this question to us.

“ Are our duties such, that we are compelled to receive as visitors, or extend the

“ benefits pertaining to the Royal Arch Degree, to any other tkan worthy Companions,
“ and if they consider those worthy who persistently neglect to attend our meetings,

“or bear their part of the trifling charge that may be levied as dues, for long periods

“ of time'?”

Are not our Companions of Vermont too first in thus denouncing as wnworttg the

class of Masons to which they allude, and we in turn .submit this question : Are not

our duties aud obligations such as to require us to receive and consider all Royal Arch

Masons as worthy, until they are pronounced vmporthy by competent authority, and

then only after fair trial and reg lar suspension or expulsion?

Connecticut.—This Grand Body convened in Hartford on 12th May, 1857. The ad-

dress of the M. E. G. H. Priest is short, aud principally calls attention to the proposed

amendments of the General Grand Chapter. The report of the Committee of Foreign

Correspondence is too lengthy, and embraces at large the proceedings of the General

Grand Chapter. The action of that Body relative to the Past Master’s Degree, does not

meet with their approval. The following report from a Special Committee, to whom
this degree was referred, was adopted :

“That, inasmuch as the General Grand Chapter has declared that it has no authority

“to strike the Past Master’s Degree from the list of Constitutional Degrees, it is our
“ decided opinion that, thatM. E. Body has no better right to mutilate that, or any other
“ degree by curtailing any of its peculiar beauties or promiueut parts. Your Commif-
“ tee would therefore recommend that no action be had in reference to the said Degree,

“and that each Subordinate Chapter be left to confer it in accordance with ancient and
“ long cherished usage.”

So say we; and this is another instance of a positive evil arising from the want of

decisive action, so characteristic of the “Great Head,” and we. shall .soon witne.ss this
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Degree conl'ened in one State, with the mere ceremonies appertaining to the Oriental

Chair; in another, in accordance “ with ancient and long cherished usage and still

in another, a wider latitude observed, and the Degree be conferred with all the addi-

tions that the fancy of Companions may conceive.

Massachusetts.—From this, our Sister Grand Chapter, we have no report; thi^ we
have deep cause to regret, for from the soil of ilassachusetts has sprung many bright
and enlightened Masons, whose talents have noi been confined to their own borders,
but whose works and acts have spread light from iis far “East” to darker portions of
the world. Masonry is a diamond and our Companions of Massachusetts understand
well the application of the chisel in bringing into prominent view its latent beauty.

New Hampshire and Rhode Island.—From these States we are not in receipt of their

Proceedings, and are consecpiently in the dark, as to their Masonic doings.

New F ork.

—

The Grand Chapter of the Empire State met in Albany on the 3d Feb-
ruary, 1857. From their I’roceedings, we learn, that notwithstanding Wx^ failttre of

the General Grand Chapter to determine on any specific mode of work, they arc deter-

mined to establish it, and maintain it in their own jurisdiction.

Pbnnsylv.vnia.

—

From this Grand Chaper we have no Report, and believe that our

Companions of this State do not exchange with or publish their Proceedings to the

world. The Committee of Correspondence for Vermont^ however, acknowledge the

receipt of a document, purporting to be a report of their Committee, mainly occupied,

they observe, with a defence of their system of non-intercommunication, a defence

considered by them, as commending itself strongly to them, “believing that the Grand
Chapters are spreading before the world many things that should be confined within

the walls of their own Temple.” A careful perusal of many of the Proceedings, will

substantiate the views of that Committee upon this point.

Delaware, we believe, is now the only Atlantic State having no Grand Chapter Or-

ganized.

New Jersey.—A Grand Chapter was organized in this State on the SOth December,

185B, and we acknowledge the receipt of their Proceedings of Organization, and of a

Convocation held at Eatontown on the tdh September, 1857. The Grand Chapter was

organized under letters patent issued from the hands of the General Grand High

Priest, and requiring it to become “subordinate to and under the jurisdiction of the

General Grand Chapter.” We are under the impression that thepoiver- existed in the

body itself, to receive Grand Chapters under its jurisdictions. We welcome her into the

ranks and extend to her the right hand of fellowship.

Maryland and District op Columbia.

—

The Grand Chapters of these united juris-

dictions, met in annual session in the City of Washington, on the 9th day of November,

1857. The report of the Committee of Foreign Correspondence is from the able pen

of one well known in Masonry, Companion B. B. French
;

it is an able document,

enunciating much sound Masonic doctrine, and as might have been anticipated from

the General Grand Secretary, somewhat devoted to a defence of the General Grand

Chapter. The action of the Grand Chapters ol' Kentucky and North Carolina in dis-

solvingtheir allegiance to the General Grand Body is commented upon, and as far as

Kentucky is concerned, criticised in no very amiable spirit. Having already fully dis-

cussed the subject, as regards Kentucky, they are satisfied merely to annonuce the fact'

and to publish simply the resolution of withdrawal of our Grand Chapter. Our rea-

sons for withdrawal are not combatted, not even alluded to, and we arc constrained to

believe them incontrovertible, at least they ai’c san.sfactory to ns. We clairi for North

Carolina, Kentucky, and other Grand Chapters, a supreme pon-er, a sovereign power.



u-?

to which all suboi’diuates owiug allegiance, are buiuiJ to par due obedience
;
uor do we

fear that the refusal of a Grand Body to yield that sorereigaty, will have any effect on

her subordinates, other than to strengthen their lore for their immediate rulers, for

now law can be adjusted, justice speedily administered, errors carefully corrected, and

work established, without awaiting the uncertain, indecisive, tardy action arising from

the “ triennial flow of fraternal feeling."

An allusion to the fact of Royal Arch Masons being under a solemn obligation”

to support the General Grand Constitution, conveys by implication a censure upon

those who may withdraw, and may serve to entrap the unwary, or those who may not

be familiar with the Masonic Law. tVe might, if we deemed it proper, or profitable,

enter into a full explanation of the position of the Royal Arch JMasons, of North Caro-

lina upon this point, but will content ourselves with saying, that the citizens of North

Carolina at large, are celebrated for their strict adherence to obligations, and are proud of

their proverbial character for honesty and integrity. Royal Arch Masons of North

Carolina, are but citizens of the State, selected and admitted within our portals, as be-

ing well worthy of the name of North Carolinians, and will be the last to swerve from a

conscientious discharge of Masonic duty or obligations ; the last to submit to duties and

obligations forced upon them as .Masonic, and which they conscientiously believe ai-e

innovations, rvruutljj incorporated ujion the Masonic Body. The S’qjreme Head of Roval

Arch Masonry in North Carolina, believing the General Grand Chapter itself to be an

innovation, has withdrawn her allegiance, and no one acquainted with Masonic law and

traditinn.s, will contend That an obligation to snpportthat which is pronounced by, to them
competent authority, a-< not a part and pai'cel of Royal Arch Masonry, is binding upon

the hearts and consciences of Ma'nus. Why, the General Grand Chapter herself has

made chanije*. curtailing, in some degree, the obligations of Masonry, and thus reliev-

ing their subordinates from their binding force; if not. Masons made at one time,

would have different duties to perform, from those made at another. We coidd enlarge

upon this point, were, it desirable to enter into particnlar.s. or proper to place what we
might say in print.

W'e quote, with regret, the foll.iwiiig pas.sages from the report:

“AVliat the result of this action of the Grand Chapters of North Carolina and that

‘‘of Kentucky, heretofore referred to. is to be, as regards the G. G. Chapter and tho.se

‘‘Grand Chapters still acknowletlging their allegiance, remains to be seen. Your Coir

-

‘‘ niittec are not prepared to submit any opinion here, nor do they know that any is neee.s-

“ sary.” "The military code, wc believe is. that when a regiment deserts its colors, those
“ who remain loyal become at fpitcc its enemies. Whether this rule is to be ajpplied to
‘‘ Royal .\rch Mason rv, or not, i.' a question yo\ir Committee will not underlalte to solve.”

Tlie only reason we can assig>i for tlie Committee.s’ not undertaking to solve tlii.s

que.stion, is that they were too intelligent not to know that sneh a code bears no affinity

to any of the pj'inciples of Free Masonry; but why introduce such propositions into

Masonry ? I)i days of yore, the true test of a Mason was, is he true and faithful ? If

so, he receiveil lull wages, ajid all the rewards to which, by his skill and fidelity, he
was entitled ; and a Craftsman wa.s iievei' required to give evideuec of his faithfulne.ss,

by acknowledging allegiance fi> a pnwee greater tluiii our First Graud Master. So we,
like them, arc willing to pay da.- obedience to our Graud Master, but not to a " Great
Head,” to which, as yet, the mosi inquisitive autiquanhui has not found a likeness. We
how with submission to those leachings de.scended from the Year of Light not to the
Creations and r,dicts of liOS. We have said that we have uuide the Quotations with
regret; not that w.e look upon them as threats, but from the Anti-Masonic spirit which
they breathe. If this doctrine intimafed, not clearly announced, be tnie Masonry,
Penti.sylyania, Yirginia, and Florida, wovdrl long since have been made to feel the nen-
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alty of refusing obedience; if it be true Mascci'y
;

if it be that Chai’ity so strongly

inculcated by our Order, '.vc -desire to have our name struck from the records
;
but we

charitably hope, that the intimation thus thrown out to the ilasonic world, will never

find a resting place in the heart of any man w'ho reveres the name of Mason: and

trust tliat it proceeded from an over ’/.eal, for the continuance of an Institution which

the same Committee were constrained to bear witness of its want of ability to accom-

plish its grea,t and desired. end.

ViRCWNis.—The Grand Chapiter of V irgjnia convened in annual meeting at Richmond,

4 on the 17th Ticcember, 1857. From oar Companions of this State we always look for

something good in Masonry, and v/e dpply to their proceedings, the language applied

by them to those of the various Clrand Chapters, and feel assured that, but “ few' could

peruse them w'ithout rising from the ta.sk better men and better Masons.”

The Committee on Foreign Corre.spondenee, review with calmness, and that dignity

so C-baraeteristic of the true Mason, ihe position of Ihe several Grand Chapters tow'ards

the General Grand Chapiter; and in view' of ihe groiving dis.satisfaction to that Body,

they give due corntnendation to the spirit of improvement in the tone and temper of

thevarioa.s Committees charged to report upon the acts of sister Grand Chapters, j'e-

raarking tiiut “ The ti.me has arrived which will test, to the utmost, the Faith that is in

“ os, whether v/e. are of the true ho-'S-chold, or bear < niy the name, having nothing of

“the spirit of Masons.”

Virginia nor being of the General Grand Chapter, bur having always continued an

Independent Body, it was to be expected that the course of Kentucky and Norih Caro-

lina, in a.ssurr.ing their proper independent position, would meet with her approval, but

we were not prepared for so cordial a welcome, or that she would furnish arguments so

eonvincing arid fully justifying the course we have thought proper tojmrsue: and

though she has said eno.igh, s.he has not said all. We tpiote what they t.i i-in “ one or

two simple propositions” submilted by them;
“ In our opinion, North Carolina and Kentucky are sustaiimd in the coui-se they have

“ adopted by the recogni'zed fundamental principles, governing all (irand Masonic Or-

“ ganizations ; that being sovereign Miasonic Bodie.s, they possess inherent, indefeasible

“and inalienable rights and prerogatives, and have dutie.s to perform pertaining there-

“ to, which they could not yield, nor could they place themselves, or remain in a situa-

“ tion, with a due regard to the responsibilities resting upon them as Grand Chapters

" by which they might he deprived of either, in v/hole or in part. That having made

“themselves dependent upon a Body wilh no ancient recoonlzed Maivnicpcncer or priv-

“ileges, beyond those they themselves possess, thereby compromising and abridging

“their inalienable rights, they have now. by the act of withdrawal, placed ihennselves

“ in their true and lawful po.sition, and assumed the discharge of those duties which their

“ Organization repuires.”

These propositions meet with our approval, and we think, are a full, complete and

simple answer to the question often mooted, as to the Wp'/if of a subordinate Grand

Chapter to withdraw from the General Grand Chapter. The question with us is, (and one

from the tenacity with which the defenders of the Geer ral Grand Body adhere to it,

excites astonishment in our mind,j from what ancient recognized Right is the Power

derived, to place a .sovereign Grand Body in a. position subordinate to a Power, created

within the menicry of men now living, and having in itself no' claims to that antiquity

of which Masons :so proudly boast?

KEHTnCKY.—The Grand Chapter of Kentucky met at Lexington, on the 12th day of

October, 1857. The Report of the Committee on Foreign CoiTespondenco is a business

document. The proceedings of North Carolina, for June, 1857, had not been -"eceived,

yet in one important point, their aeiion wa.s in ai'ooieianee w'th that of Ncrth Carolina.



They by Eesolation withdraw their allegiance ft’otn the General Grand Chapter
;
their

reasons are set forth in the address of the most Excellent Grand High Priest, who at-

tended the triennial convocation as the representative of Kentucky. He says :
“ I can-

“didly confe.ss I was disappointed in every particular. Although composed of some of

“ the most talented men and best Masons in the Union, there rvas nothing done calcu-

“ lated to benefit Royal Arch Masonry, and I recommend this GrandChaptertodis-

“ solve her connection with that Body. Ko good can result from continuing the con-

‘‘ nection, and in my judgment the time will soon ari-ive when the State Grand Chap-

“ters will be taxed to support the General Grand Chapter, as she now has very few

“ sources of revenue—there being Grand Chapters in almost every State in the Union.

“Some of the members of the General Grand Chapter insisted that a general system

“of work had been adopted by that Body in 13.50. I witnessed an exemplification of

“ the \vork said to be adopted by Comp’n Lovell, of Boston, and it fell far short, in

“beauty and sublimity, of the work usually done by the subordinate Chapters, in any

“ portion of the State of Kentucky ever visited by me. and I feel satisfied that the Grand
“ Chapter of Kentucky would retire from the General Grand Chapter, before she would
“ beccmpelled to adopt such a system.” The divesting of the Past Ma.ster’s degree of

many of its important ceremonies and lessons, meets with the disapproval of the Grand

High Priest.

South CAROLixr.—The (xrand Chapter of our sister Carolina convened in Charleston

on the hth February, 18.58. M. E. Companion A. M. .Mackey, presiding. The business

transacted was principally of a local character, and considerable time, no doubt, profi-

tably employed in the exemplification of the work. Resolutions were introduced and

adopted, sustaining the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and regretting

that any of the Grand Chapters had dis.solved their connection, or eonnselled a discon-

tinuance of its triennial session.

Gborgi-'.—

T

he Grand Chapter of Georgia was held in the City of Augusta, on the

29th April, 1857. There is no report from, the Committee of Foreign Correspondence.

The sentiments expressed in the addre.ss of the M. E, High Priest, as to the use of the

black ball, meets our approbation, for we fear, that in other localities besides^Georgia.

the following extract may with truth be applied ;
“ Tlie march of Royal Arch Masonry

“ in oar borders is onward; yet darkntm, has not been made UgM., nor crooked things

“straight, while many have been led in paths they should /wGhave known.”
Our Grand Chapter has long tried to impress on her subordinates, that the strength

of Masonry does not consist in numbers, but in the internal qualifications of the 7mn,
and it is worthy of remark, that those Chapters, or Lodges, which are few in number,
retained so by the free use ot the black ball, are more zealous, exercise more influence,

and possess, to a greater degree, the true spirit of Masonry.

The M. E. G. H. P. attended the late session of the General Grand Chapter
; approves

of some of the acts of the General Grand Body, and reports the failure of establishing

an uniform mode of work; but on this point we will let him speak for himself. He
says

:

“The mooted points, whether that Body had established a system of work, was set-

“tled by resolving that, they having failed to establish any specific work, they recom-
“ mended to the oflicers of the Grand Chapters, to make Themselves acquainted with
“the ancient work of the Order, and disseminate it among their subordinates; and
“ where are we to obtain this ancient work ? one will say. Lc ! here it is! or there!
“ Shall we believe it ? ‘ There is falfse work and there are false teachers,’ and where
“shall we seethe sign in our R. A. Sky? The General Grand Chapter has, by their
“ own confession, proven recreant to their duty, in this, the main subject of vital ira-
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“poi’tance to Uu;Oi'dei-; and it' iiieompeteiit, or powcrlois, tor .sucli a dL'^idcratiiin, may
“it not bo onquired as to their future existence, ‘Cui Hono.”'

The special Committee to whom this address was referred, reported tliat they wore m-

clined toTcport in favor of witlidrawal of the (trand Chapter of Georgia, yet indulging

a hope that their labors at tlie next ti-ieniual session, would be more successful, they

decided as North Carolina did, to give them another trial.

A suggestion was made by the Grand High Priest as to securing an Uniform Mode
of Work, and we doubt not, had there not been in existence a “ Head,” upon whom
this duty devolved, ettbrts would have long since been made, and perhaps the object

carried to the consummation so ardeutl3
’ desired; but of this, time alone could have

decided. Uniformitv of Work is considered a. great desideratum in Masonry, and for

the accouipli.shnient of this, he .Miggests a convention of delegates, clothed with ample

power to agree upon and adopt a .system, binding and imperative, as soon as decided

upon, and not to be referred to the several Grand Chapters for ap]>rovaI, Your Com-

mittee are nut full^v j)re[iared to enter into an investigation of the plan proposed, nor

do they sup|iosc, in the present condition of Royal Arch Masuuiw, that it coidd be car-

ried to a successful termination, foi' there is a J'ower greater than was even King- .Solo-

mon, by whose edict issued triennially, the work of the most learned, and the most

approved, iiiight bo set aside, to establish that which niiiy be considered " contrary to

and sidtversive of the Ancient ''Land Mark'.”

Fi,onin\, con\ ened in annual Convocation, at TaUahassce, on the llth .January, J.s.vs.

The Connnittee of Foreign Correspondence review the action of the General Grand

Chapter, in their eti'orts to remove the impediments existing to the Union of that Grand

Chaptei' with the General Grand Rod)'
;
they do not discuss, but simply set forth the

requirements of that Body, which they say was " so indignantly, but in no spirit of

umbrage rejected.” When the application of Florida was lii-st made to the Geuei'al

Grand Chapter, our (fraud Cliapter alluded to these rei|uiremeuts, and took the occa-

sion to expre.ss her dissent to the un-Masonic restrictions .sought to be im]Kised on

Ploridii. In view of the very generally expressed dissatisfaction now pervading most

of her sister Grand Chajiters, and the action of others in withdrawing, she decline.s to

enter the door left open for her at the last triennial se.ssion, and decides to remain an

fndejicndent Body.

Florida approves the “abridgment" of the I’asi ,Masters degree, and publishes a

formula recently prepared by Companion A. G. fdackey, of South Carolina, for the U'.,“

of her .subordinates, in conferring tliis degree, whicli was formally adopted by them and

now stands, we presume, within her borders, as a paid of the ancient usage appertaiii-

iiig to il.

The ga'eal di\ ersit\ id ojdnion exisling as to the Fast .Master'.s degree, niighi well

tend to lead to confusion
;
with some, it is a bantling tube kicked about at pleasure,

with others it is not a Constitutional Itegi’ce, .and is only intended to he conferred u|m)u

tho.se who have been elected to preside over a Master Mason’s bodge. AVith others,

again, it is a Constitutional Degree, to be conferred with all the ancient and cherished

usage.'. AVe are of the latter; its lessons teach ns its importance, not only to those

who mav he a]ipointed to preside, lint to those who m.ay be admitted to walk in nigged

paths, nr permitted to witness the higher and exalted bcanties of Alasonrv, as brought,

to light in the Royal Arch Degree.

—The regular annual Convocation of lids Grand Chapter was lield in

Montgomery, on tlie 8th December, J8-d7. We observe no rc]iort from the Commiilee

of Correspondence; but the eloquent address of the M. E. C. H. Priest we have read

with plea.snre. The Special Committee to whom it was referred, reported as to tlie

Pa.st Master’s Itegree. that in their opinion, it was “ no more than an inst.nllation eere-
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mouy of the Master, and ought not to belong to the Chapter Degrees the same, they

say, may be said of the “ Mark and Most Excellent Degrees,” and they recommend that

these Degrees be “ referred to the Committee of Foreign Correspondence, to be exam-

ined and carefully reported upon at their next CoiiYocation.” Your Committee make

a note of this disposition of their Companions of Alabama, to go back to first princi-

ples and take these Degrees from the descendants of Haggai, restoring them, perhaps,

to their original position, under the jurisdiction of those who wear the mantle of King

Solomon.

Mississippi.—From Mississippi we have the Proceedings of their Grand Chapter,

which convened at .Jackson, on the 12th January, 1857 ;
they are very voluminous and

we notice the un-Masonic practice, long since, as we thought, exploded, of moving to

“lay on the table,” still exists in that State. The Order is in prosperous condition

with them, and there appears, from the report of the Most Excellent, to be room for

but few new subordinates. lYealso have a circular announcing the officers elected at

their annual Convocation, in January, 1858, the printed Proceedings not having as yet

been received.

Louisiax.v.

—

The Grand Convocation of this Grand Chapter, convened in New Or-

leans, on the 9th February, 1858. The Committee of Foreign Correspondence observes

that the Proceedings of our State are usually among the most interesting, but they

fall into a most lamentable error, in ascribing to the Report of our Worthy Most Ex-

cellent the withdrawal of our Grand Chapter. It is true, he was an eye witness to the

doings of that August Body, in Hartford, but corroborated as he is by most of his co-

temporaries, it is evident he did not see with a “jaundiced eye,” or entirely “ upon the

dark side,” as our Companions of Maryland would have us believe, and his report only

confirmed our Grand Chapter in its previous entertained opinion of the non-utility of

the “General Grand Head.” Nor did his report, as asserted by our Companions of

Louisiana, result in displacing our Worthy Companion P. W. Fanning from the Com-
mittee of Foreign Correspondence. Nothing bearing so near an affinity to the political

customs of the day is permitted to enter into the Royal Arch Councils of North Caro-

lina
;
the mere mention of it is an act of injustice to our Grand Chapter, and to one

whom the Fraternity of North Carolina delights to honor for his integrity and inflexible

zeal in the cause of our time-honored institution.

Uniformity of Work claims the attention of this, as it has of other Committees, and

from the massof matter furnished, we shall involuntarily find ourselves convinced that

Uniformity is not attainable, and in fact perfectly useless; but your Committee are

constrained to come to a different conclusion, and believe that it is attainable, and that

once the true work being established, it will spread from State to State, and in a short

time, the Companion of one, visiting the Chapter of another, would not be made to witness

the Degrees marred of their beauty and sublimity.

Their Committee do not view with pleasure the action of North Carolina and Ken-

tucky, and other Grand Chapters, who dare to exercise the right to diflTer with them as

to the utility of the General Grand Chapter. We quote the following, more as a speci-

men of their feeling, and style of argument, in their endeavors to convince their Com-

panions of Error.

“ The action of the Grand Chapters of North Carolina and Kentucky, and the dis-

“ paraging remarks from those jurisdictions and others, unworthy in our estimation of

“ the Companions making them * ^ * The objections made against the General

“ Grand Chapters by its revilers are various * * That concerning its fail-

“ lire to establish a Uniformity of Work, we can hardly deem sincere”

Now, unworthy, revilers, and a want of sincerity, are harsh terms to apply to Com-
panions Royal Arch Masons, because they cannot see with the Magnifying Glasses
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of oui' Companions of Louisians, and are not ap to our standard of Masonic Charity, in

fact, is not admitted in our Masonic vocabulary, when we speak of ourequals. TheCom-
mittee assume strong ground against the HgM of a Grand Chapter to withdraw, and

place in prominent view the obligation to support the Constitution and Edicts of the

General Grand Chapter. As to our riglii, the simple propositions of Virginia introdu-

ced into this report, is sufficient answer, as to the obligaiioii we have already spoken
;

but the instance they propose is unfortunate for their position. “A Companion,” they

say, “ cannot dissolve his connection with a Chapter, vrithout forfeiting his right, as a

Eoyal Arch Mason.” This is new doctrine to us. In our experience of Masonic life,

we have frequently witnessed the act suggested by the Committee, and have yet to

learn that a Royal Arch Mason, in dissevering his connection with his Chapter, lost the

“right” of a Royal Arch Mason. True, he voluntarily relinquishes membership, it is

all he loses, and this is all that North Carolina can lose by dissolving her membership

in the General Grand Chapter, and this she does of her own free will and accord. The

Committee, as an illustration and matter of history, recite the “ leading features” of a

case occurring in their own jurisdiction, as follows :

“A Grand Chapter was formed in the State of Louisiana, in the year 1813, by the

“Delegates of certain Chapters, holding Charters under the Grand Chapters of Penn-
“ sylvania, generally acknowledged, we believe, to have existed as a Grand Chapter be-

“ fore the General Grand Chapter, or any other State Grand Chapter. By resolution^

“ passed in 1829, the Grand Chapter of Louisiana united with the General Grand Chapter

“ and was represented therein, at its triennial Convocation, in September, of that year.

“Subsequently, by a resolution similar to the one of North Carolina, it withdrew, and

“ commanded its subordinates to pay no longer any regard to the behests of the Gen-

/eral Grand Chapter. One Chapter, (Holland, No. 9, now Orleans, No. 1,) refused to

obey the Grand Chapter of Louisiana : and on its refusal, the High Priest and Sec-

“ retary were expelled and its Charter declared forfeited. From this sentence, the

“ Secretary took an appeal to the General Grand Chapter, which Body, at its triennial

“ session in 1844, declared that the Grand Chapter of Louisiana had become extinct

“ by its own act: and that Holland Chapter, No. 9, by its refusal to submit to an ex-

“tinct Organization, (and being the sole one refusing,) was the only regular Chapter

“in Louisiana, and under the immediate jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter.”

From this Chapter and others, have sprung the present Grand Chapter of Louisiana,

organized in 1848.

We have quoted the above to show to what extent the General Grand Chapter has,

and might again stretch its powers, and the dangerous tendency of such an assumption

of power; with equal propriety might that Body claim sole legislative jurisdiction for,

and over all Grand Chapters, making them but the medium for the transmission of

their edicts to their respective subordinates. Possessing powers “ only delegated,’’

as admitted by them in 1856, its friends claim for it the right, once exercised, of des-

troying one or more of the Sovereign Grand Chapters forming a part of the whole

source from whence, by its own resolution, it derives “ all itspowers by grant and del-

egation.” Again, in aiding and abetting a subordinate Chapter in its refusal to obey

the edicts of its own Grand Chapter, and declaring Holland Chapter No. 9, the only

I'egular Chapter in Louisiana, it interfered with the sovereignty of Louisiana, and ex-

ercised a power not granted or delegated, which, if submitted to in 1844, would not be

tolerated in 1858. That it then exercised power not delegated, will plainly appear,

from the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter of 1856, from which we make the

following extract

:

“ Comp’n Tucker, of Vermont, rose to present the proceedings of a Body calling

“itself Ancient Chapter No. 1, of New York, complaining of the Grand Chapter of
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“ New York, when, on motion of Comp’n Mackey, of South Carolina, it was Resolved,
“ That the General Grand Chapter cannot record any document purporting to be a

“ complaint against a Grand Chapter.” New York had long contended for this prin-

ciple and congratulated herself that it was thus correctly decided.

But, says the Committee, “ the attempt has been made, with apparent seriousness,

to prove that the General Grand Chapter is the creature of the State Grand Chapters.”

Let the records speak, and they will show that this position, (which our Grand Chapter

maintains,) is correct, and is fully endorsed by the following resolution of the General

Grand Body, in 1855.

” Resolved, That this General Grand Royal Arch Chapter derives all its powers by

“ grant and delegation, from the respective Grand Royal Arch Chapters.”

Can any thing be more clear? And can it with seriousness, real or apparent, be

longer contended, that Grand Chapters are the Creatures of a Power by themselves

created ?

It is idle to talk of a Sovereign Grand Chapter “ extinguishing itself,” by the mere

act of withdrawal, or “ becoming liable to be no longer recognized as a Masonic Body.”

Nor are we believers, in the idght of the General Grand Chapter to declare the Grand

Chapter of North Carolina, or of any other State, extinct. It is true, it may pass an

edict of excommunication, but it will be of no binding force, except upon those who,

in their zeal, may overlook the true principles of Masonry, and choose to obey an un-

lawful edict.

The whole article upon the General Grand Chapter, reported by the Committee of

Louisiana, is filled with unsound and untenable doctrines, which, to use the often re-

peated language, is “Subversive of the Ancient Land Marks of Masonry.” Companions

of Louisiana go back to the Entered Apprentice degree, learn again its lesson of

Charity. Apply this lesson in your construction of Ancient Masonic Law, and we

venture to assert, that you will not consider your Companions of Kentucky, Texas,

North Carolina, and others, as unworthy revilers, or insincere. We speak for North

Carolina, and say that in pronouncing the General Grand Chapter as useless, she has

not reviled it
;
in dissevering her connection with it, she has not made herself, or the

Companions under her unworthy, and in all her actions, she has evinced sincerity.

Nor can you, by the application of such terms, “ hope the second sober thought will

prove the better one,” but, let our arguments be met by argument
;
our reasons with

reason, then if you can convince us of error, “ we may send ” delegates to meet you in

General Grand Chapter.

One more extract from the proceedings of this State, and we are done. Our Com-

panions, of Louisiana, are among the many believers in the great benefits to Masonry

derived from the tri-ennial flow of good feeling among the members of the General

Grand Chapter. They say

:

“ In our social communings with each other, the various topics discussed, tend, in

“ our estimation, to bind us together, as a band of brothers, for the perpetuation of

“ this Union, and we can but regard these manifestations Of dissent, as the promptings

“ of. that too prevalent feeling abroad in the land, of a disregard of the blessings of

“ the Union of these States, and an insane desire for the dissolution of this nation, and

“the blasting of the hope of its founders, the accomplishment of which paracidal de-

“ design is seen to be, in a great measure, frustrated and prevented by the longer ex-

“ istence of the General Grand Bodies of Masonry.”

Yielding individually to none, in our devotion to the Union, we must, as Masons,

avoid comment, and simply express our disapprobation of the introduction into Ma-

sonry of subjects bordering so near upon the political topics of the day
;
with these,

Masonry has nothing to do
;
to her they are unclean, and we deprecate the very men-
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tiou of them ill Lodges, Cliapters, or Reports, eiiiaiiatiiig from Grand Chapters. The
mission of Masonry is not “to bind ns together as a band of brothers, to perpetuate

this Union, or any other patriotic object. Hers is the peaceful mission of teaching

Lore to God, Duty to your Neighbor, Cliarity to all Mankind. There is implanted in

the breast of man, by the Great “ 1 Am,” a Bond, or rather Principle, stronger than

Masonry, and when love of country fails, Masonry is powerless.

AuKANS.ts. - We havc received the Proceedings of this Grand Chapter, convened at

Little Rock, on the 30th day of October, 1S50, and the ihitli October, 1857.

The address of the M. E. High Priest, and of the Committee of Foreign Coirespoiv

deuce for 1850, are very able, and we are, therefore, the more surprised at the sudden

descent from true dignity, and the attempt at wit on the part of the Committee, which

characterizes their review of the proceedings of our own State for 1855. If the usual

acknowledginent of a courtesy, received from the hands of Royal Arch Masons, in

1855, afforded them food for merriment, our action, in 1857, afforded them food for

sober reflection. From the proceedings of 1857, we extract from the address of M. E.,

L. E. Barber, the Grand High Priest. Ho says

:

“Since last we met, the Grand Chapter of North Carolina, by formal resolution of

“her own, has withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the G. G. Chapter. The question

“ too is raised by others : what good has the General Grand Chapter done for Royal

“Arch Masonry? I profess no peculiar attachment for the G. G. Chapter, and shall

“ leave others to answer this pertinent question. Were I called upon to express my
“ individual opinion, candor and Truth would not enable me to answer further than that

“suggested at our last convocation : the association, for a limited time, of zealous and

“ accomplished Masons, from all sections of the country, the interchange of sentiment,

“ imparting and receiving instruction, and extending the sphere of social Masonic in-

“ tercourse. I appreciate these as benefits to the whole Masonic fraternity, but further

“than this, I can see no peculiar advantage of the Genera! Grand Organization.

“ It may be expeeted that you will express some opinion, either of approval or dis-

“ approval of the course pursued by our sister of North Carolina, or as to the right, on

“her part, thus to sever the connection. For myself, I am not one of those who hold

“ the supremacy of the General Grand Chapter in such reverence, as to induce me to

“ condemn any G. Chapter for withdrawing from its jurisdiction, when suflScient cause,

“in its own judgment, did exist. But to me an insuperable objection will be found in

“ the latter portion of Article 2. ;
title. Miscellaneous Constitution of General Grand

“ Chapter, unless I could find some provision for it in that instrument.”

As North Carolina has ceased “ to recognize the jurisdiction ” of the General Grand

Chapter, we cannot acknowledge any of the Articles of its Constitution as of binding-

force upon us; and the Article alluded to by our Worthy Most Excellent, of Arkansas,

expressly provides for the power to “suspend proceedings of the State Grand Chapters”

that may recognise its jurisdiction. The whole question of ther to withdraw, turn,s

upon the sovereignty of Grand Chapters. Are they the creations of the General Grand

Chapter, made by dispensation or Charter, issued from a Supreme Head, by whose au-

thority alone, they could claim an existence? No. The Grand Chapter of North Car-

olina came into existence without the consent, or even the knowledge of the General

Grand Chapter; and the silence of that General Grand Body, in its Constitution, as to

this point, ought to convince the most skeptical that it does not claim the right to retain

jurisdiction over those who do not desire or acknowledge her supremacy. If the Gen-

era! Grand Chapter, as is contended by some, was the “ source and spring of all Royal

Arch Masonic Power,” we might justly be considered in a state of revolt; but we can-

not frame our mind to acknowledge this supremacy, particularly with such arguments

as is furnished us by the Committee on Masonic Law and Usage for the State of Arkan-
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sas, for, notwithstanding they are of the number who do not believe the General Grand v.

Chapter to be an useless Body, they feel very certain “ that if the General Grand Chap-

" tef could be fully acknowledged to possess the powers claimed for it and its presiding

“ officer, it -would come to a sudden end, and that it would not die a day too soon.”

We do not understand, from the reports of the Committee, whether they approved or

disapproved of our action.

The Committee of Foreign Correspondence, for 18.57, acknowledge the receipt of but

eight Grand Chapters, our own among the number. Of us, they say :
“ the address

“ contains many beautiful passages, and fraternal thoughts, but is mainly devoted to

“ an account of the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter, as seen and heard by

“ the Grand High Priest. It is apparent, throughout, that the Grand High Priest is a

“ bitter opponent of the General Grand Chapter, and he does not attempt to conceal it

;

“ and as regards the Grand Chapter of North Carolina, the Grand High Priest wa.s

“but the index and feeling of all the members.”

That the Grand High Priest and Grand Chapter of North Carolina, are, in one sense

of the word, opponents of the General Grand Chapter, we cannot, in candor deny ;
but

that they are litter opponents, vre must emphatically deny. Had the Committee of

Foreign Correspondence thought proper to quote the report presented by the “ Com-

mittee upon Abolishment of the General Grand Chapter, the truth of this denial would

have been apparent, for this Committee expressly disclaim any idea or desire of tear-

ing down a “ Tabernacle ” which others might deem it to their interest to sustain, and

reported that they could not, as liberal Masons, recommend its abolishment, and only

advocated the withdrawal of North Carolina. If we had been very bitter opponents,

we should be found ardently engaged in the work of demolition. But our Companions

of Arkansas, like many others, are satisfied with publishing our resolution, with one

or Uto reasons. Our true position is not noticed.

The Grand Chapter of Arkansas adopted the majority^ report of the Committee on

Masonic Law and Usage, favorable to the propriety of opening Lodges of M. M., P. M.,

and Most Excellent, for the purpose of conferring degrees upon a candidate previously

admitted, without again opening a Royal Arch Chapter. The minority made a decided

report against this practice. A’our Committee coincide with the views of the minority,

and contend with them, that the proper Masonic rule, is to open a Chapter at all meet-

ings, and under the Arch, to open the appendant degrees. A candidate balloted for

and admitted, qannot progress from degree to degree, without consent of the Chapter,

and tacit permission is given to his advancement, by its authority to open on the infe-

rior degrees, otherwise two or three might pass, and receive a candidate, before the

Chapter could harm an opportunity to decide as to his proficiency, or act upon any con-

tingency that might arise, previous to his exaltation.

The matter found on page 41, printed proceedings for 1856, of our Sister Grand Chap-

ter of Arkansas, goes far to justify the assertion of our Sister of Pennsylvania, that

Grand Chapters are publishing much that should be confined within the walls of their

own Temple.

While agreeing fully with the conclusion of the Committee on Masonic Law and .

Usage, as to the assumption of power of the General Grand Chapter and its departure

from the Original plan, we cannot subscribe to their wish, that that Body should be a

“ Senate,” or styled “a Senate.” We much fear the disposition abroad to make Ma-

sonry conform to the political institutions of the United States, will lead to a spirit of

innovation difficult to check. Establish a Masonic Senate, and before many years, we
would witness Royal Arch Masonry inflicted with a House of Representatives, Judi-

ciary, Executive, Cabinet, and other organizations, not kaown to ancient Masonic tra-

dition.
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Texas.—The Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of this State, which coarened iu

Huntsville, on the 22d day of June, 1857, are before us. There is no report from the

Committee of Correspondence, but from the address of the M. E. G, H, P., we learn

that “ all is well,” and that nothing has occurred to retard the healthful and onward

progress of Masonry in that State. This Grand Chapter, as all others, who had repre-

sentatives at the General Grand Chapter, at its last session, comment fully upon its

action, and a murmur is heard from the “Far West,” indicative of dissatisfaction.

The Committee on Grand Officer’s reports’, regret that from the information they

have received from their Grand High Priest, and the published proceedings, that they

could find so little of interest or profit to Royal Arch Masonry; and in expressing their

gratification at the prevailing social good feeling, they could but believe that it arose

from that patriotism and devotion to the liberal institutions of the Tlnited States per-

vading good men everywhere. They reported that they considered the General Grand

Chapter a useless and expensive Body, and introduced resolutions expressing the sen-

timents of the Grand Chapter of Texas, and inviting all Grand Chapters to unite in

respectfully and fraternally asking for its dissolution.

Missouri.—This Grand Chapter convened in St. Louis the 20th May, 1857. A.s to

numbers, there is apparent prosperity, but the Grand High Priest, in his address, re-

grets that the prosperity is not so great as he could desire :
“ not in numbers and

“rapid increase,” but in those vital “principles which should animate bur Order.”

We select the following passages from his address, as being welt worthy the attention

of Masons

;

“ If advancement in Masonry were denied to every man, until he should become
“ familiar with the work, in the degrees already received, it might, indeed, diminish

“ our numbers, but it would, iu a greater degree, contribute to the spirit and moro.l

‘' force of the Order. This facility of ingress into our inner Temple, and into the

“ Most Sacred Mysteries of our Order, results still further, iu election to office, of ill

“constructed and incompetent persons, in whose hands all the interest of their Chap-

“ ter must suffer. Under the administration of such, no high toned Masonic feeling

“can be maintained.”

The difference in practice and principles of Royal Arch Masons, as well as the levity

indulged in the conferring of degrees, are severely, but properly commented upon.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, extract from the proceedings of Massa-

chusetts, (not in our possession,) the following, on “ Masonic Information,” and com-

mend it to the Companions of their jurisdiction. It is much to the point, and so well

calculated to meet a truly existing evil, that we, as has been done by a previous Com-

mittee of this Grand Chapter, spread it at large in onr report, hoping that it may carry

conviction to every Royal Arch Mason in North Carolina, and result in a determination

to amend, in this respect, as we believe such sentiments cannot be too often repeated.

“ MASONIC INFORMATION.”
“ It is really astonishing, and especially so to the old members of the Order, how

few Masons of the present day are acquainted with the Work and Lectures belonging

“ to the degrees. Thirty years since, it would be difficult to find a Mason who was not

quite familiar with them. Every man, as he advanced from one degree to another,

“ made it a point to store his mind ivith all that belonged to them, and he generally

“succeeded. But is it so now? Scarcely one man in ten gives special attention to

“ these things, and consequently Free Masonrj' is underrated, and suffers in the hands

“ of its professed friends. A general indifference, on that subject, seems to prevail,

“ which, of course, subjects to great discouragement, the few who are faithful and ex-

“ pert, and what is yet worse, it is very difficult to find properly qualified persons to

“ fill the official chairs. Many of the very best men for office, men who would do honor
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“to the institution, are vrholly unqualified, so far as the requisite Masonic knowledge

“ is concerned. This is unhappily the case, at this time, with several of our Chapters,

“A few determined individuals are obliged to bear the burthen and heat of the day,

“ because most of the Companions, even if they come in at the eleventh hour, receive

“ their penny for one-twelfth part of the labor."

Illinois and Ohio.—We regret that from these, our Sister Grand Chapters, we have

not had a communication, and hope that either the much abused mails, or a knowledge

of our locality, will soon place us in communication with every Grand Chapter in the

United States. Through Wisconsin, we learn that the Grand Chapter of Ohio had

arrived at the conclusion, that it was advisable to withdraw from the General Grand

Chapter, and had appointed a Committee of nine to devise a plan for withdrawal, and

to consult with other Grand Chapters as to its dissolution.

Indiana.—The Grand Chapter of Indiana met at Terre Haute, on 20th May, 1857.

The year just closed had been one of prosperity and peace, and from the caution used

in selecting material, the increase had been pronounced “ healthy.” During recess,

the Grand High Priest decided, and the Grand Chapter confirmed his decision, that

“ the Lamb Skin, or White Apron, trimmed with scarlet, is the proper Masonic Apron
“ for a Royal Arch Mason.” We agree with them in this decision, and though we, of

Nortli Carolina, are not in the habit of indulging in any very great extravagance, we

cannot refrain from quoting the remarks of the Most Excellent of Indiana on the sub-

ject.

“ I am aware, that should the Grand Chapter confirm this decision, it will very ma-

“terially interfere with the arrangements of some of our distnUresfed brethren,

“ and others, who have, at great sacrifices, erected large establishments, for the manu-
“ facture of what they call Masonic Regalia, and have agents employed at an additional

“great sacrifice (?) traversing the country, far and near, for the purpose of disposing

“ of their things to the Craft. And when a Mason gets himself trimmed out in a

“ full suit, as some of these manufacturers, or pedlars would have him believe was

“proper and right, he looks like a Nabob of some half civilized tribe of Asia, or some
“ unlettered child of the forest of our wide extended country, than that of a sensible

“ and intelligent “Free Mason.”

The Grand High Priest, King, and Scribe, were at their post at the late session of

the General Grand Chapter. They approve of the action of the General Grand Chap-

ter, relative to the abridgment of the Past Master’s Degree, but believe it impossible ior:

the General Grand Body to establish Uniformity of Work, doubting the authority of

that Body over the work, which they say, from the loss of confidence, she has not now
the jfiowi'r to establish, and are fully satisfied she has fulfilled her mission—or as we

say, her intended mission. They are of opinion that the sooner she dissolves her Or-

ganization, the belter will it be for the harmony of the Royal Craft.

The Committee of Foreign Correspondence could perceive no benefits derived from

the late session, as “ no disputed points of Law seem to have been decided,” and
“ those matters brought up for discussion, have been left in an unsettled and confused

state.”

Wisconsin.—The Grand Chapter of this State convened in Milwaukee on the 3d

February, 1858, and her proceedings were promptly with us. Young as is our Sister

State, her proceedings exhibit superior talents and compare favorably with many of

her elder Sisters. Nothing had occurred to disturb the fraternal feeling, and “Union,

Harmony and Concord ” prevailed. The report of the Committee on Foreign Corres.

pondence is able, and the tone and temper with which she announces the withdrawal

of Kentucky and North Carolina, is well worthy the imitation of some of her Elder,

but not better colleagues. The proceeding.? of our own State is favorably alluded to,
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Most Excellent, are liberally quoted and enforced by the presiding officer.

The Grand High Priest expresses his opinion of the General Grand Chapter, and

deemed it better to withdraw whatever allegiance they might owe to the General Grand

Body.

Iowa.—We have the proceedings of the fourth annual convocation of this Grand

Chapter, held at Iowa City, on the 30th May, 1857. The Craft are in prosperity and

we ardently hope the Companions of Iowa may continue “ to strengthen their stakes

rather than extend their borders.” A young and rising State, increasing in prosperity

and population, she has much to fear from the admission of the unworthy.

Michigan.—The Grand Chapter of Michigan, convened in Detroit on the loth Jan-

uary, 1857. The address of the Most Excellent, is of the right stamp. Able and elo-

quent, it addresses itself to the heart. Enforcing the duties and obligations of Ma-

sons upon Masons, it cannot feil to exercise a salutary influence. The special Commit-

tee, to whom was referred the General Grand Chapter, made a report which, if we had

not already spoken so frequently of that Body, we would place in full in our report,

but must content ourselves with submitting the resolution introduced by them, and

which, for the present, was disposed of, in that un-Masonic mode—“ laid on the table.”

“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Chapter, that the General Grand Chap-

“ ter of the United States has failed in the object of its Organization; that the pros-

“ perity of Royal Arch Masonry, if not embarrassed, is certainly not promoted by its

" continuance
;
that it ought to be dissolved, and its Constitution abrogated.”

Canada.—We are in receijit of a fraternal circular letter, from our Companions of

Canada, announcing the formation of the Independent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of

Canada, for the Government of Royal Arch Masons in that Province. They cordially

extend the right hand of fellowship, and solicit a friendly recognition. The Commit-

tee are disposed to report at once in favor of the recognition they so confidently claim

;

but, in deference to the doubts existing in the minds of some of our intelligent Com-
panions, in regard to its strict, legal Masonic formation, they recommend the letter be

referred to a special Committee, to report at this session, if possible.

Statistics—Are engaging Die attention of several of our Sister Grand Chapters, efforts

are made to ascertain the whole number of Royal Arch Masons residing in the United

States. A table has been prepared by our Companions of Maine, exhibiting the num-

ber of Working Chapters as 820, of which only 722 made returns, and consisted of

26,940 Royal Arch Masons. This does not include non-affiliated Companions, and is

formed generally from actual returns, and in some instances, from estimates. A little

more stringency on the part of Grand Chapters, in enforcing the rule, requiring sub-

ordinates to make annual returns, would place the number beyond contingency. In

this particular. North Carolina has been so lenient as to be open to the charge of re-

missness. In connection with this, a uniform date, as the commencement of the

Royal Arch Year, is suggested.

We observe a discrepancy of two and four years, as to the year of Royal Arch Ma-

sonry. This year, for instance, being 1^ some placed as A. I. 2388, and by others, A.

I. 2390, or 2392. A majority of the Gram! Chapters, including our own, use the former,

which we believe to be the correct Year of Discovery.

The General Grand Chapter.—The review of the proceedings of our Sister Grand

Chapters, has already prompted us to say more than we desired, as to the General

Grand Chapter; but this Body has been the theme of all, and to speak of it, has been

inseperable from the duties you have assigned us. We have not spoken, nor do we

desire to speak disrespectfully of it, for we are not of it, and when we witness the long

array of dissatisfied Grand Chapters, we have good reason to rejoice that we are not a
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part of it. Nor do we intend to make a defence of our withdrawal, for we have not

acted without reason, and those reasons have been promulgated to the Masonic world
;

but we desire to say, that for many years, we have been in the habit of examining the

proceedings of our Sister Grand Chapters, in a private and some of us in an official

capacity, and w’e do not exaggerate, when we say, that a majority of them are charac-

terized by one peculiarly distinctive feature. We allude to the complaints so unspa-

ringly uttered against the General Grand Chapter, and this peculiarity is, that a con-

trolling majority should complain of its action, or its want of action
;
and when we

consider the unanimity with which they clamor for reforms and edicts, in language so

uniformly the same, it seems to us most extraordinary
;
and when we further reflect,

that its members are the brightest in the land
;
Masons of acknowledged talent; men

who, in their own jurisdiction, are eminent in the Masonic ranks
;
imbued with the true

spirit of Masonry, our astonishment is increased. Were the General Grand Chapter

an absolute monarchy, with power vested in the hands of one man, whose will was

Law, there would be nothing strange in all this; but when the fountain from which

flows the murmuring stream, is the source of power, we repeat that the existing state

of things is most extraordinary, and we can only ascribe it to something radically un-

Masonic in the Organization itself
;
and it proves that any effort to establish a Masonic

Government, corresponding in form with a Civil Government, must and always will

fail. The Laws and Government of Masonry are its own, existing for ages, and can-

not be made to accord w'ith the many phases assumed by civil powers of modern times.

We think it had much better be dissolved, than continue to be the rallying point for

the spirit of discord to marshal its force around. The great burthen of complaint, is

the failure to establish an Uniform Mode of Work. Urged to the task, at its convoca-

tion in Boston, in 1850, it thought it had adopted a system, which the officers charged,

undertook to disseminate, but which was rejected by a majority of those to whom it

was proffered. At the convocation in Lexington, in 1854, it was, after much discussion

and disputation discovered, that they had not adopted a System of Work, While at

Hartford, in 185G, as is well known, they admitted that they had failed, and referred

the Work back to the Sovereign Grand Chapters. We ask, where is the consistency

in such a course ? Where the advantage in sustaining a General Grand Administra-

tion? These remarks are submitted, more in justification of North Carolina than with

the view of prejudicing others against the General Grand Chapter.

Conclusion.—Grand Chapters, we believe, now exist in every State in the Union,

except Delaware, and the two so recently admitted into the confederacy. We have no-

ted the proceedings of those received and reiterate our expressions of regret, that we

have not Communications from all. In reviewing them, we are pleased to observe the

prosperity existing in Royal Arch Masonry throughout our entire country. Beautiful,

moral and true Masonic sentiment abound in them all, and we could gather from them

many a gem, which would well deserve a place upon our records, but time, and this

already too much extended report, entirely preclude it. If we have differed, it has not

been in an un-Masonic spirit, or with a desire to provoke contention but we hope, in

that spirit and dignity, which should always distinguish those who dwell together in

Love and Unity. Respectfully submitted,

ROBT. G. RANKIN, Chairman.

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations, pre-

sented the following report, which wms, on motion, re-

ceived and adopted, and ordered to be spread upon the

minutes.
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REPOET.
The Committee ou Charters and Dispensations, beg leave to report, that the,f have

discharged their duty, and find no business claiming their attention.

Respectfully submitted, E. F. WATSON, 1

J. W. BLOUNT, V Committee.
ALEX. MURDOCK, j

The M. 'E. Gr. H. P. appo.inted the following Commit'

mittee on the Comiimnication received from the Grand

Chapter of Canada

:

Committee.—Comp’ns A. Martin, P. G. H. P., H. C.

Lucas, and J. G. Parker.

The D. G. H. P. presented his annual report, which

was received and ado23ted, and ordered to be spread up-

on the minutes.

Most Excellent Peter Omtis, G-mnd High Priest of the Ormi Chapter of North Carolina;

Most Excellent Sie and Companions :—Since our last annual convocation, and soon

after receiving your instructions, I applied to Comp’n Lewis, of Milton, North Carolina,

for the Charter of Cyrus Chapter, which had been forfeited by them, and authorized

him to get possession of it and forward it to me—this he has failed to do, from some

cause. I have since written to him in regard to it, but have received no answer to

that communication. Being unable to visit Milton, I endeavored to procure a special

messenger to go there and get the Charter, that I might bring it up to this Grand Con-

vocation, but in this I failed.

On the 12th February last, I visited Choraizin Chapter, Greensborough, by request of

the Officers Elect, and installed them in due and ample form. I find in that Chapter

the Royal Art is in true and faithful hands.

Permit me. Companions, on this occasion, to tender to each of you and this Grand

Body, my sincere thanks, for the repeated honors conferred upon me.

Respectfully submitted,

E. F. WATSON, P. G. E. P.

The Committee on Unfinished Business, presented the

following report, wEich was received and adopted, and

ordered to be spread upon the minutes ;

The Committee on Unfinished Business, having examined the proceedings of the

last Grand Chapter, beg leave to report, that all the business of the last Convocation

has been acted on, except Resolutions 1st and 2nd, ou page 26 ;
Resolution on page

20 ; and the Report of the Finance Committee.

Respectfully submitted, GOOLD HOYT, 1

T. L. B. GREGORY, > Committee.
JOHN M. WOLFE, |

The Committee on M. E. G. H. Priest’s address, pre-

sented the following report, which was, on motion re-

ceived, adopted, and ordered to be spread upon the min-

utes :
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To the M. E. G-rand Boyal Arch Chapter of North Caroline :

Your Committee, to whom was referred the Report of the M. E. G-. H. Priest, for the

disposal of its several subjects, after commending to the careful consideration of every

R. A. Mason within our jurisdiction, the beautiful, and truly Masonic sentiments with

which it abounds, recommend the following reference of the several questions which

he there submits for the consideration of this Grand Chapter, viz :

So much as relates to the subject of Grand Lecturer; the mode of Representation by

Proxy, and a Representative Fund, to Special Committees ;
and that portion relative

to Cyrus Chapter Ifo. 21., and 'Warrenton Chapter No. 9, to the Committee on Returns

and Proceedings of Sujbordinate Chapters.

Respectfully submitted,

A MARTIN, Chairman.

The M. E. appointed the following Committees

:

On Grand Lecturer—Comp’ns A. Martm, P. G. H. P,,

John M. Wolfe, and Speight Hill.

On Ilepre-sentation hy Proxies—Comp’s Joab Hiatt,

R, B. Vance, and M. Cronly.

On Representative Fund—Comp’ns Alex. Murdock,

J. G. Parker, and R. T. Hall.

The Grand Chapter then called from labor to re-

freshment, until this evening, at eight o’clock,

THOS. B. CARR, G,8edy.

TUESDAY EVENING, 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers and members as this morning.

A. Marine, Carohna Chapter No. 1, South Carolina,

Comp’n J. M. Wolfe offered the following Resolutions :

Eesolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, the Degrees of Royal and Se-

lect Masters, are a part and parcel of Royal Arch Masonry, and that Subordinate

Chapters, under our jurisdiction, are hereby authorized to confer them.

Eesolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to report at the next annual con-

vocation, the proper arrangement of said Degrees.

On motion of Comp’n Murdock, it was

Eesolved, That the further consideration of these Degrees be deferred until to-mor-

row morning, at nine o’clock.
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The minutes having been read and approved, the

Grand Chapter then called from labor to refreshment,

imtil to-morrow morning, at nine o’clock.

THOS. B. CAEB, G. Sedy.

WEDNESDAY MOENING, June 9, 1858.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

M. E. E. F. Watson, d. o. h. p.,
- - G. H. B. p. t.

E. Goold Floyt, G. K.

E. Calvin Cox, • G. S.

E. J. Lutterloh, G. C. H.

O. L. Fdlyaw, G. P. S.

R. T. Hall, G. R. A. C. “

John M. Wolfe, G. M. 3d V. “

Geo. H. Makepeace, - - - G. M. 2nd V.

James M. Pahner, - - - - G. M. 1st V. “

Thos. B. Carr, G. Secretary.

E. Turlington, G. Tyler.

Comp’ns H. C. Lucas, T. L. B. Gregory, Joab Hiatt,

M. Cronly, R. B. Vance, Alex. Murdock, A. Martin, P.

G. H. P., H. C. Hurdle, W. W. Daniel, J. G. Parker,

Benj. F. Cobb, W. E. Freeman, and Speight Hill.

Comp’n Alfred Martin, P. G. H. P., offered the fol-

lowing Resolution, which was rejected :

Resolved, That the Committee on work be discharged.

On motion of Comp’n Hiatt, it was

Resolved, That the vote in regard to discharging the Committee on work, be recon-

sidered.

On motion of Comp’n Hiatt, it was

Resolved, That the Committee on work be discharged.
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The minutes having been read and approved, the

Grand Chapter called from labor to refreshment, until

this afternoon, at 2 1-2 o’clock.

THOS. B. CARR, G-. Se&y.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, June 9, 1858, 2 1-2 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers and members as this moining.

Visitor—Comp’n H. Grimes, Union Chapter No. 17.

The Committee on Pi'oxies made the following report,

which was, on motion, adopted, and ordered to be spread

upon the minutes.

REPORT.

The Committee appointed by the Most Excellent Grand High Piic-st, to take into

consideration the subject of Proxies, beg leave to ofl'er the following Resolution ;

Besolved, That the 16th Article of the Constitution, be so altered and amended, as to

compel each Representative, by Proxy, in the Grand Chapter, to be a member of the

Chapter which they represent,

JOAB HIATT, 1

R. B. VANCE, >• Oommittef.
M. CRONLY, )

The Committee on Credentials presented the following

reixtrt, which was i-eceived and adopted, and ordered to

be spread upon the minutes :

The Committee, on presenting their final Report, would improve the opportunity of

reminding the Secretaries and OflScers of the several Chapters, to be more exact in

complying with the requisitions of this Grand Chapter, in preparing certificates and

proxies. When the regular Otticers attend Grand Convocations, they should, as well

as proxies, bear with them proper certificates, which will, in that case, enable the Com-
mittee, with more certainty, to report their name.s, and thereby prevent confusion.

Roanoke, No. 4 T. L. B. Gregory, prox. for K.

Oxford. No. 8 .Z. M. Pashall, H. P.

Respectfully submitted,

P. W. FANl^rNG.

The Committee ou Finance, made the following report,

which was, on motion, received and adopted :
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The T'inance Committee have examined the Books of the Treasurer, and Secretary,

and find them correct and in proper form, and submit the following Report of the

Financial condition of the Crand Chapter, viz:

Cash in the hands of the Grand Treasurer at the time of the last an-

nual report, 778 86

Dues received during the Convocation, 240 00

Interest on W. A. Burr’s Note, 31 20

Making, $1,049 56

From which he has disbursed the following amounts:

Appropriations of last session, 88 00

Printing and Binding, 192 34

Returned to Wadesboro’ Chapter No. 31 65 00

Grand Secretary’s Bill, (including blanks for Charters,) ‘ 116 00 461 34

Leaving cash balance in his hands, $588 22

In addition to the above amounts, the Grand Treasurer holds the fol-

owing Notes, vizi

E. G. Rankin’s Note and inteiest due, 504 60

I. Northrop’s “ “ “ 274 54

W. A. Burr’s “ “ “ 520 00 1,299 14

Making the vrhole amount of assets, $1,887 36

The arrearage ot Dues, from Subordinate Chapters, is from—

Eureka, No. 7, 10 00

Oxford,* “ 8, - 10 00

Warrenton, “ 9, 70 00

Choraizin, “ 13, 10 00

Gaston, “ 18, 10 00

Lincoln, “ 22, 10 00

Montgomery, “ 23, 10 00

Germanton,* “ 24, 15 00

Louisburg, “ 26, 25 00 _

Mt. Lebanon, “ 27, 10 00

Griaham, 28, - 25 00

Asheville,* " 25, 25 00

230 00

Respectfully submitted,

P.' W^FA^NING, [

'

Tlie time having arrived that had been set apart for

the election of Officers, the M. E. appointed Comp’ns A.

Martin, P. G. II. P., and Joab Hiatt, tellers, and the

Grand Chapter proceeded to an election of Officers for

the ensuing year, which resulted as follows :

*Paid since this report was made.
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Comp’ns Peter Custis,

“ E. F. Watson,

“ Goold Hoyt,

“ D. D. Phillips,

“ T. W. Brown,
“ Thos. B. Carr,

“ E. B. Vance,

G. H. P.

D. G. H. P.

G. K.

G. S.

G. Treas.

G. Sec’y.

G. C. H.

On motion of Comp’n P. W. Fanning, P, G. H. P., it

was

Jimlved, Ttat the installation of the officers elect, take place this evening, at eight

o’clock; and that Comp’n A. Martin, P. G. H. P., be requested to perform the instal-

lation service.

On motion of Comp’n K. G. Rankin, P. G. H. P., it

was

Resolved, That the resolutions oflered by Comp’n Wolfe, last evening, on the subject

of the Royal and Select Master’s Degrees, be referred to a Committee of three, whose

puty it shall be to report upon the same, at the next Annual Convocation of this Grand

Body.

Committee—Comp’ns P. W. Fanning, P. G. H. P., T.

L. B. Gregory, and Dr. Pride Jones.

The Committee on the subject of Grand Lecturer,

presented the following Report, which was, on motion,

received and adopted, and ordered to be spread upon the

minutes

:

To the M. E. Grand B. A. C%apter of RoHh Carolina

:

Your Committee, to whom rvas referred that portion of the address of the M. E.

Grand H. Priest, relating to a Grand Lecturer, have had the same under consideration,

and concur in the views expressed by him, that no good can result from the employ-

ment of a Grand Lecturer, under the system heretofore pursued
; but are of opinion

that the G. Chapter may devise some plan by which great advantages would be secured

to the Subordinate Chapters.

While your Committee have not fully determined upon any particular plan, in which

they have sufficient confidence, to urge it upon the G. Chapter, as the most feasible,

they here take the liberty of suggesting one, which, with such modifications as the wis-

dom of the G. Chapter may suggest, may prove successful.

There are in the State, twenty-seven working Chapters
; let each Chapter be required

to devote, annually, to the support of a Grand Lecturer, the amount of fees for one

exaltation. Twenty-one Dollars, which would amount to 1567, and in addition, let this

Grand Chapter appropriate, annually, for the same object, the sum of Five Dollars, for

each one of her subordinates, which would increase the amount to $702. With this
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sum, a, Grand Lecturer might be employed, whose duty it should be to visit, and de-

vote to the instruction of each Subordinate Chapter, one week each year. For such

Chapters as may not have received any exaltation fees during the year, the whol e

amount. Twenty-one Dollars, to be paid by this Grand Chapter. The Grand Lecturer

to receive the fees only for such Chapters as he may visit and instruct, as before pro-

vided.

This is merely an outline of a plan, which, iu the opinion of your Committee, may

be perfected, and result in great benefit to the R. Craft, and to this Grand Chapter;

and we recommend that the subject be referred to the Subordinate Chapters for their

consideration, to be acted upon at the next Convocation of this G. Chapter.

A. MARTIN, Glmirtnom.

The Committee on Press, reported that they had per-

formed their duty, and were discliarged.

The minutes having been read and approved, the

Grand Cliapter called from labor to refreshment, until

this evening, at eight o’clock.

THOS, B. CARP, G. Sec\j.

WEDNESDAY EVENING, 8 o’clock, June 9th.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

Present—Officers and members as this morning.

Visitors—Comp’ns M. Newhoff, and J. M. Monk.

The M. E. P. G. H. P., Alfred Martin, proceeded to

the installation of officers.

The M. E. G. H. P. made the following appointments

;

T. L. B. Gregory, G. P. S.

J. W. Blount, ------- G. K. A. C.

H. C. Hurdle, G. M. 3d V.

R. T. Hall, -------- G. M. 2d V.

J. B. Griswold, G. M. 1st V.

E. Turlington, O. Tyler.

J. T. Wheat, ------- G. Chaplain.

Finance Committee—A. Martin, P. G. H, P., P. W.

Fanning, P. G. H. P., and T. W. Brown.
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Committee on Foreign Correspondence—Comp’riB Ran-

kin, Lucas, Palmer, Murdock, and Vance.

The minutes ha^dng been read and approved, the

Grand Chapter called from labor t«j refreshment, until

to-morrow evening at eight o’clock,

THOS. B. CARR, G. Sedy,

THURSDAY EVENING, June 9th, 1853, 8 o’clock.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

P R E s E N T .

M. E. Peter Custis, - G. H. P.

E. Goold Hoyt, G. K.

E. E. F, Watson, n. g, h. p.,
- - G. S. p. t.

R. B. Vance, G. C. H.

T, L. B. Gregory, - - - - G. P. S.

H. C. Lucas, - G. R. A. C.

Z. M. Paschal], p. g. k., - - G. M. 3d V. “

R. T. Hall, G. M. 2d V.

J. B. Griswold, G. M. 1st V.

Thos. B. Ccirr, - - - - G. Secretary.

Jas. M. Palmei-, G. Tyler. “

Comp’ns P. W. Fanning, P. G. II. P., Calvin Cox,

Joab Hiatt, M. Cronly, J. M. Monk, M. Vevdioff, J. G.

Parker, Alex. Murdock, R. G, Rankin, P. G. H. P., Geo.

H. Makepeace.

The Committee on Returns and Proceedings, present-

ed the following report, which was, on motion, received

and adopted

:

3
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The Committee on Returns and Proceedings of Subordinate Chapters, in perforBi-

ance of the duty assigned them, beg leave to Report: that the Returns of ninetee®

Chapters have been received and duly examined, as follows

:

Concord Chapter No. 1.

Phoenix “ “ 2.

Mt. Ararat, “ “ 3.

Concord “ “ 5.

Temple “ “ 6.

Oxford “ “ 8.

Raleigh “ “ 10.

Lafayette, “ “
11.

Conoho, “ “ 12.

Choi’aizin “ “ 13.

Cherokee Chapter, No. 14.

Union, " 17.

Key Stone “
19.

Salisbury “ “ 20.

Lincoln “ “ 22.

Asheville “ 25.

Goldsboro’ “ 29.

Mt. Vernon “ “ 30.

Wadesboro’ “ “ 31.

The Returns, generally, are in proper form, but are deficient in with two ex-

ceptions, Raleigh, No. 10, and Concord, No. 5. The attention of the Subordinates is

particularly directed to this deficieiency, with the expectation that they will at once

remedy the fault, by complying with a positive requisition of the Grand Chapter. The
Committee, however, cannot refrain from complimenting the Chapters at large, for

sending up the most perfect Returns that have ever come under their obsex’vation.

The following Statistical Table exhibits the condition of the Subordinates

;

Chapters.

Exalted

Rejected.

.

.

.|

Withdr.awn.

|

Died

1

Expelled...

j

Sinspended..

|

ResidentsnotJlembers.

.

!

Total

1

Number

...

Regular Meeting.?.

Concord No. 1, 0 1) 2 1 0 0 0 72 1st Jlonday each month.
Pheenix “

5 1 3 0 0 0 1) 34 1st Tuesday do.

Jit. Ararat “
3, 4 0 1 0 2 0 1) 33 3d Saturday do.

Concord “
5, 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 32 3d Saturday do.

Temple “
<3, 0 0 2 0 0 0 'J 23 2d Tuesday do.

Oxford “
8, 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 3d Jlonday do.

Raleigh “
10, 2 0 0 A 0 0 d 32 3d Tuesday do.

Lafayette “
11> 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 2d Thursday do.

Conoho “
12, 0 0 1 0 0 0 31 not named.

Choraiziu “
13, 0 0 0 0 0 0 ‘J 53 do.

Cherokee “ u, 2 0 2 0 0 1 2 29 2d Monday do.

Union '
17, 2 0 1 0 0 0 7 32 2d Thursday do.

Key Stone “
19, 2 0 0 1 0 V 4 29 2d Tuesday do.

Salisbury “
20, 0 0 9 1 0 0 4 46 1st Wednesday do.

Lincoln “
22, 1 0 2 0 0 0 <) 26 Tues’y in J.an., April, July &Oct.

Asheville “
25, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 2d Jlonday each month.

Goldsboro’ “
29, 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 20 not named.

Jit. Vernon, “
30, 0 0 3 1 0 0 2 21 1st Saturday do.

Wadesboro’ “
31, 11 1 0 0 0 0 33 1st Jlond.ay do.

31 3 27 0 2 1 49 029

The following Chapters have made no returns, viz

;

Roanoke Chapter, No. 4.

Eureka “ “ 7.

Warrenton “ “ 9.

Gaston “ “ 18.

Cyrus Chapter, No. 21.

Montgomery “ “ 23.

Germanton “ “ ’^24.

Louisburg ‘‘ “ 20.

I

Mt. Lebanon Chapter, No. 27.

I
Graham “ “ 28.

I

Nos. 15 and 16 not filled.

In the case of Warrenton Chapter, No. 0, and of Cyrus, No. 21, specially referred to

this Committee
;

it is recommended that the G. H. P. proceed, at his earliest conven-

ience, after the adjournment of this G. Chapter, to arrest their Chartei’.s, and secure

their effects, at his discretion.

^Since received.



Mt. Ararat Chapter, No. 3, reports two expulsions—she is remiss in not sending vtp

the Cases as required, for action of this Grand Body. A Chapter is liable to censure

for such neglect, as the individuals dealt with may have suffered injustice, and so con-

tinue for another year. It is recommended that the Chapter be required to present

the Cases regularly at the next Grand Convocation.

Respectfully submitted,

P. W. FANNING,
)

•lOAB HIATT, Y Committee.
R. B. VANCE, )

The Committee on Representative Finid, presented the

following i-e]iort, wliich was i-eeeived and adopted, and

ordered to he spread upon the minutes :

Your Committee, to whom was referred that portion of the M. E. G. H. P. address,

in relation to a representative fund, would respectfully report ; that on examination,

they find that it will require a yearly fund of or $800 to pay the expenses of one

delegate from each Subordinate, which will require a yearly tax on each Chapter of

$25 or $30. They would therefore recommend, that the whole matter be laid over till

the next communication of the Grand Chapter, so as to afford the Subordinate Chap-

ters an opportunity to take the subject into consideration, and to enable them to in-

struct their delegate how to vote on this subject.

ALEX. MURDOCK.

On motion of Coinp’ii A. Murdock, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due, and are hereby tendered

to Concord Chapter No. 1., and St. John’s Lodge No. 1., of Wilmington, for the delight-

ful excursion we have this day enjoyed, and for the free and cordial manner in which

they have entertained us.

On motion of Coni]fn Z. M. Pascliall, P. G. K., it was

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be hereby instructed to procure a fire proof safe,

for the preservation of the records and other property of this Grand Chapter.

On motion of Com}fn LncavS, it was

Resolved, That Forty Dollars be paid out of the funds of this Grand Chapter, to the

M. E. G. H. P., as his traveling expenses, incurred in attending our present Convoca-

tion, Seventy-five Dollars to the Grand Secretary, Thirty Dollars to the Grand Treasu-

rer, and Fifteen Dollars to the Grand Tyler.

On motion of Comp’n Vance, it was

Resolved, That the M. E. G. H. P. be requested to reappoint the Committee of the

last Masonic year, (with whoni two other Companions shall be appointed,) to consult

with him as to the tnie and ancient work of the Most Sublime Degrees, and report to

the next Annual Convocation of this Grand R. A. Chapter.

The minutes liaving been read and approved, the

Grand Chapter called from labor to refreshment, until

to-morrow morning, at ten o’clock.

THOS. B. CARR, G.Sec^y.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 10 o’clock, A. M.

The (-rraud Chapter resuaied labor.

1' ;i t E S E Pf T .

Peter Oiistis., ----- - G. H. P.

(loold Hoyt, ----- - G. K.

H. C. Lucas, - - G. S. p. t.

Alex. Murdock, - - - - - G. C. H. u

P. W. Ftiimiiig, H, G. 11 . p., - G. P. H. U

Z. M. I’aschall, i>. g. k., - G. R. A. C.
U

Calvin Cox, - - G. M. 3d V. u

R. R Hall, - G. M. 2<1 V.

Geo. H. Makepeace, - - - G. M. 1st V. a

Thos. B. Carr, - - - - - G. Secretary.

O. L. Fillyaw, - - - - - G. Tyler.

Conij)hi—J. (t. Parker.

The Committee on Coiiimiiidcatioii from. Canada, pre-

aeiited the following report, which was, <.>n motio'n,

adopted :

Yonr Committee, to whose cousideratioii was referred the circular from what pur-

ports to be the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada, have had but little time to devote

to the subject, and therefore feel some doubt as to the propriety of the course which they

purpose recorameudinj^, for the adoption of this Grand Chapter. Had our opportuni-

ties of iiKiuiry have enabled us to fully satisfy ourselves that our premises are entirely

correct, ive should then have presented our conclusions, with more confidence.

We can not resist the conclusion, that the present G. R. Arch organization is a result

of the state of anarclijnhat has for some time prevailed in that jurisdiction, and as we
should be the first to resist any foreign iuteifcronce in our own, we should be the last

to interfere, or encourage insubordination, or resistance to lawful authority in a for-

eign jurisdiction. When the present Grand R. Arch organization in Canada, shall

have reconciled her dispute with the supreme authorities that have heretofore governed

the Roy.al Craft in that jurisdiction, none can extend the hand of fellowship more

cheerfully, or more cordially than we. Until then, we feel constrained to decline any

proffers of recognition, and to deprecate interference ou the part of our Sister Grand^

Chapters.

A. MARTIN, UhairmoM.

Ou motion, it was

absolved. That the thanks of this Grand Chapter arc due, and are hereby tendered to

St. John’s Lodge No. 1, and Concord Chapter No. 1, for the use of their Hall, during

the present Convocation of the Grand Chapter.
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The M. E. G. High Priest, in aecordance Avith the res-

olution of Comp’n Vance, adopted yesterday, re-appoint-

ed the foliovdng Gonimittee on Woik, viz : Comp’ns A.

Martin, P. G. H. P., P. AV. Fanning, P. G. H. P., R. G.

Rankin, P. G. H. P., and Luke Blaekiner, adding there-

to the names of Comp’ns S. AY. Heal, of Wadesboro’,

and J. Roberts, of Ashe\dlle,

Tlie Committee on Diplomas, pi’esented the follo’vving

report, v/hich was received aiivi adopted :

The Committee on Diplomas, appointed at the last Grand ConTocation, have per-

formed the duty assigned them, and a quantity, both on parchment and Bank Note

Paper, have been forwarded by express, probably to arrive this evening.

The Committee vronld here take occasion to state, that a considerable delay in the

accomplishment of their purpose has been caused, in consequence of a somewhat ex-

tended correspondence with various individuals, in remote locations, and to the time

required in selecting among several specimens furnished, varying, of course, in quality

and price.

The Committee are induced to believe, that the beautiful article to be submitted, will

meet the approbation of the Companions.

It is recommended that those on Parchineat be furnished the Chapters at $2, and
those on Bank Bill Paper, at $1—one-half for the Grand Secretary and the other for

the Grand Treasury..

Respectfully submitted, P. W. PANNING, | ,,

THOS. 3. CARR,
j

On motion, it was

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to notify such Chapters as have
neglected to be represented in Grand Chapter, or shall have failed to make returns, or
pay dues for the past two years, to appear at the next Grand Communication and show
c.anse why the 16th Article of the Grand Constitr.tion should not be enforced.

On motion, it was
Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to have, from time to time, as they

may be required, fifty of the Diplomas that are printed on Bank Note Paper, bound in

Paste Board, and that the cost of binding be added to the price of the Diplomas.

No fiirtiier business ajipeai’ing, tbe minutes liaving

been read and approved, tlie Grand Cliapter closed in

solemn ftirm.

THOIS. B. CARR. G. Sec^y.
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FORM OF RETURNS FOR A SUBORDINATE CHAPTER.

Return of Chapter No. worMnc/ under

fhtjurisdiction of the M. E, G-rand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina.

Regular meetings on

OFFICHKS:

M E M B E ES .

Esaltations. Rejections. IWithdrawals.lDeaths.lExpuls’ns. Suspens’ns.lTotal Members,

Form of Proyryfor a High Priest, King or Scribe of a Subordinate Chapte^\

I, A. B, {High Priest, King or Sanbe,) of

constitute Companion C. D. myproxy to represent me at the next Conwcatiem

of the Ch'and Royal Arch Chapter of the State of North Carolina, to be held in Wilnrington,

on the day of , in the year A. I. 238 , A. D. 185 .

Witness my hand and Seal, this day of ,
A. ,

( SEAL, j
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(ri'Cindj Royal Arch Chapter of Rforth Carolina^ in account with Thomas B.

Carr, Grand Secreto.ry.

1857.

June. To dues of Lincoln Chapter, No. 0,0, 15 00
1858.

June. a a “ Concord ii ii
1, 10 00

a 44 “ Phoenix ii it
2, 10 00

u a a “ Mt. Ararat 4i ii
3, 15 00

u it “ Roanoke a ii 4, 10 00
iL a u “ Concord ii it

5, 15 00
ii it “ Temple ii ii

6, 15 00
U it it “ Oxford 44 ii

8, 15 00
n it it Raleigh ii (i

10, 25 00
u i( ii “ Lafayette 44 ii

11, 10 00
il ii ii “ Conoho 44 ii

-12, 15 00
u 4i ii “ Cherokee 44 4 4

14, •30 00
u ii ii “ Union 44 ii

17, 10 00
u ii ii “ Keystone ii ii

10, 15 00
u ii ii “ Salisbury ii it

20, 10 00
u a ii “ Germanton ii Vi

24, 15 00
u ii ii “ Asheville ii ii

25, 25 00
(( ii ii “ Goldsboro’ 44 ii

29, 15 00
u a ii “ Mt. Vernon 44 ii

30, 10 00
u ii ii “ Wadesboro’ 44 it

31, 10 00

$295 00
1858.

June. By amount paid Grand Treasurer, as per Receipts,
“ “ “ after the report of the Committee on Fi-

240 00

nance, and since the close of the annual Grand Convocation, 55 00

$295 00

THOMAS B. CAKR,

Grand Secretary.WiLMrsGTON, June 0th, 1858.
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A LIST OF HIGH PRIHSTS

IN THE

STATE OF NORTH OAHOUNA.

M. B. James F. McBee, - Wilmington.
“ Alex. McRae, - - “

“ P. W. Fanning, r. g. n. p.
“

“ H. P. Russell, - - “
“ Alfred Martin, p. c. n. p.

“

“ Isaac Northrop, p. d. g. h. p.
“

“ D. McMillan, - - “

“ R. G. Rankin, p. g. h. p.
“

“ A. Empie, Jr., - - “

“ W. G. Thomas, p. g. s.

“ Wm. G. Hill, -

“ E. B. Freeman, -

“ John W. Crosby,
“ J. R. Harrison, -

“ Jos. M. Cox,
Jos. G. Granbery,

“ J. W. Albertson,
“ E. Myers, p. n. g. h. p.

“ D. A. Davis,
“ A. H. Caldwell, -

“ Luke Blackmer,
“ T. B. Nicholls, -

“ Wm. Bagley,
“ J. Ramsey,
“ .Ino. McC. Boyle,
“ John McRae,
“ A., M. Campbell,
“ E. L. WinMow, -

“ L. R. Loftin,
“ Thos. Wright,
“ Jas. W. Blount, -

“ Pride Jones,
“ D. D- Phillips, -

“ E. F. Watson,
“

J. S. Pender
“ Lewis Bond,

- Raleigh.

- Hertford.

Salisbury.

Plymouth.

Fayetteville.

Duplin,

Hillsboro’.
U

Graham.
Tarboro’.

M. E. Jas. Mehegan, - - Tarboro’.
W. W. Daniel, - Halifax.

C. N. Webb, -

Z. M. Paschall,p.G.K- Oxford.
Wm. Burge, - - Wadesboro’.
A. P. Yancy, - - Murfreesboro’.
F. M. Capehart, - “

P. P. Clements, - Hamilton,
Wm. Slade, - - “

R. E. Weathersbee - “

C. H. Jordan, - - Roxboro’.
Jones. Drumright, - “

C. W. Wooley, - Montgomery.
J, S. Gibson - -

‘

A. T. Jerkins, - Newberu.
Peter Custis, g. h. p.

“

H. K. Nash, -

C. P. Mendenhall, -

Geo, Green, “

Wm. Sloan, - Lincolutou,
C. J. Hammerskold “

Jas. A. Caldwell
Jos. K. Bird, -

Stark B. Smith,
Kater Biggs, -

J. W. Haskins,
B. J. Sm uill,

Joshua Roberts,
James Reid, -

J. S. Gibson, -

J. B. Kingsberrv
L. D. Farmer -

E. W. Hines, -

Goold Hovt, -

S. W. Neal, -

R. T. Hall, -

- Windsor.

- Asheville.
- Louisburg.
- Germantown.

U

- Wilson.
- Goldsboro.’
- Greenville.
- Wadesboro’.

The above list comprises all the High Priests, as far as can be at this time

ascertained. Should there be any omission, the Grand Secretary would be

pleased to receive notice, to enable him to make a complete Register.



48

BETUIINS OF CHAPTERS,

WORKING UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE

toll ttf iiftk 6iP®lai,

JUNE, ii. L. 5358.

CONCORD CHAPTER, No. 1.— WILMINGTOK

OFFICERS.

M. E. Robert G. Rankin, - - - H. P.

E. 0. L. Fillyaw, - - - K.

E. Thos. B. Carr, - -• - - - S.

Comp. E. J. Lutterlob, - - - C. H.

H. P. Russell. - - - P. S.

“ J. M. Monk, - - - - - R. A. C.

“ M. Newboff, - - - - - M. 3d. V.

“ T. M. Gardner, - - - M. 2d. Y.
“ L, C Turner, - - - - - M. 1st. Y.
“ Jos. B. Russell, - - - Secretary.

“ Jno. A. Taylor, - - - - Treasurer.

“ E. Turlington, - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

Wm. A. Burr, D. Kabnweiler,

Tbos. W. Brown, D. A. Lament,

B. G. Bates, E. J. Lutterlob,

John Banks, Alex. Lament,

A. A. Brown, Jacob Lyon,

J. A. Barnes, T. H. Lane,
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James Burney, D. McMillan, p. h. p.

John Branton, Win. Murphy,

Alex. Boon, R. Maxwell,

D. P. Beatty, Jas. T. Miller,

Thos. Cowan, A. Martin, p. g. h. p.

A. B. Chestnut, T. D. Meares,

M. Cronly, A. McRae, Jr.

T. B. Carr, J. E. Metts,

John C. Devane, R. Morriss,

A. Empie, Jr. p. h. p. Mi Mclnnis

P. W. Fanning, p. g. h. p. C. T. Murphy,

G. R. French, W. H. McDowell,

Owen Fennell, J. M. Monk,

0. L. Fillyaw. Isaac Horthrop, p. n. p.

J. M. Foy, John Nutt,

H. W. Foy, M. NewhofF,

"W. E. Freeman, W. J. Price,

J. H. Flanner, J. B. Price,

T. F. Gause, R. G. Rankin, p. g. h. p.

John Garwood, H; P. Russell, p. h. p.

Jos. Green, J. B. Russell,

T. M. Gardner, Alfred Smith,

George Harriss, R. Strange,

W. W. Harrriss, J. a; Stanly,

W. C. Howard, J. A. Taylor,

Gwen Holmes, E. Turlington,

A. J. Howell, L. C. Turner,

H. Hirsh, S. D. Wallace,

H. T. Harriss, J. H. Wright,

W. G. Jones.

Exalted, none
;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, two

;
died, one

;

expelled, none
;

suspended, none
;
residents not members,

none
;
wliole niimber, seventy-two

;
regular time of meeting,

first Monday in each Month.

J, B. RUSSELL, Secretary.
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PHCENIX CHAPTER, No. ll.—FAYETTEVILLE.

OFFICERS.

M. E. A. M, Campbell, - - - - H. P.

E. Jas. McDaniel, - - . - K.

E. Joseph Arey, - - - - S.

Comp. J. A. McLaughlin, - - - C. H.
“ George Lander, - - - - P. S.

“ H. C. Lucas, - - - - R. A. C. .

“ J. B. Ferguson, - - - - M. 3d.Y.
“ J. W. Lett, - - - - - - M. 2d. V.

“ John Lawrence, - - - - M. 1st. V.

“ W. B. Shemwell, - - - - SecV.

“ Warren Prior, - - - - Treas.

“ David Wemyss, - - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

John McEae, J. McD. Jessup,

E. L. Winslow, A. P. Hurt,

Jno. D. Williams, Geo. H. Makepeace,

Thos. J. Curtis, T. H. Pemberton.

J. B. Starr, John McCormick,

B. F. Pearce, Archibald N. McDonald,

A. H. Whitfield, Philip A. Wiley,

Neill S. Stuart, Thomas Waddill,

J. A. Worth. W. S. Fowlkes,

J. E. Carter, C. P. Jones,

G .T. H. Crockett, Isham Blake.

RESIDENTS NOT MEMBERS.

Geo. McNeill, Jno. W. Sandford, O. P. Stark,

James Dodd, Edwin Glover, W. E. Blake.

Exalted, five
;
rejected, one

;
withdrawn, three

;
died, none

expelled, none
;
suspended, none

;
residents not members, six

whole number of members, thu'ty-fonr; regular time of meet

ing, first Tuesday in every Month.

W. B. SIIEMWELL, Secreta.ry.



MOUNT ARARAT fmAPTER, No. m.—MUR[<'R^]ESBORO\

OFFICERS.

M. E. F. M. Capehart, - - - H. P.^

E. James M. Wynns, - - K.

E. Isaac Pipkin, - - - S.

Comp. Alexander Brett, - - - C’ H.

“ Charles Yann, - - - P. S.

“ Isaac Baugliam - - - li A. C.

“ K. F. Hart ----- M. 3d. V,
“ K. E. Beal, ----- M. 2d. Y.
“ .folm P. Lee, - - - - M. 1st. V.

“ Goodman D. Parker, - - Secretary.

“ Jas. M. Wynns. - - - Treasurer.

“ Abner Carter, - - _ Tyler.

M M B E K S.

Daniel Browjj,

•Jet. R. Darden,

A. G. Jones,

Wm. T. Bynum,

Wm. H. Darden,

A. E. Grant,

Jas. H. Vinson,

Jas. J. Rochell,

A. P. Rallz,

A. D. Ramsey,

Rich’d. Shane,

J J. li-'h'eeman,

R. H. Worthington,

Ely Carter,

B. A. Capehart,

H. Francis,

II. L. Bowden,

Jas. S. Flythe.

Joshua L. Garrett, ,

E. A. Martin,

John R. Rochell.

RESIDENTS NOT MEMBERS.

Wm. J. Magett, Charles E. Knight, John Darden,

Thos. Yaughan, J. L. Long, • F. A. Holley,

Exalted, four; rejected, none; withdrawn, one; died, none;

expelled, two
;
suspended, none

;
residents not members, six ;

whole number, thirty-three
;
regular time oi meeting, third

Saturday in eaeli Month.

G. D. PARKER, Secretary.
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CONCORD CHAPTER, No, V.—TAW£OJiO’.

0 F S’ I 0 E K S.

M. E. James Mehegen, - - - H. P.

E. Henry T. Clark, - - - K.

E. J. D. Jenkins, - - - S.

Comp. Wm. S. Long, - - - C. H.
“ Wm. Harrell, - - - P. S.

“ Daykl Cobb, - - - R. A. C.

“ Mayo Worsley, - - - M. 3d. Y.
“ John Knight, - - - M. 2d. V.
“• John H. Leigh, - - - M. 1st. Y.
“ Louis C. Pender, - - - Secretary.

“ Wm. Norfleet, - - - Treasurer.

“ Jos. H, Brown, - - - Tyler.

M E 3f B E K S.

Bcnjauliii M. -JaekBon,

Louis Iioud,

Josiah S. Pender,

William Andrews,

James F. Andrews,

Jas. F. Jenkins,

Jesse II. Drake,

John H. Drake,

Daniel S. Crenshaw,

John Mooring,

Wm. H. Smith,

Kenneth Thigpen,

Andrew J. Gotten,

James Nelson,

John F. Hughes,

Wm. P, Mercer

,

John R. Mercer,

Wm. S. Daggen,

Redden Daughtery,

Elisha Cromwell.

Benjamin Batts,

Resident R. A. Mason not a Member.—Epenetus CromweU.

Exalted, none
;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, one

;
died, none

;

expelled, none; suspended, none; residents not membei*s,

one
;
whole number, thirty-two; regular time of meeting, third

Saturday in each Month.

coins C. PENDER, Secretary.
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TEMPLE CHAPTER, No. W.— WINDSOU.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Stark B. Smith, - - - H. P.

E. G. W. McGlauhon, - - K.

E. Z. L. Simmons, - - - S.

Comp. Wm. P. Gurley - - - C. H.
“ Francis W. Bird, - - P. S.

“ B. B. Russell, ' - R. A. 0.

“ Arodi Piland, - - - M. 3d. Y.

“ Da’cid Harrell, - - - M. 2d. V.

“ W. R. Swain, - - -
.
M. 1st. V.

“ J. T. Roscoe, - .
- - Secretary.

“ Thos. H. Spellir, - - - Treasurer.

“ .Tno. S. Shej^pard, - - Tyler.

MEMBER S.

Augustus Holley, Patrick H. Winston,

Fetei’ Hennebeny,

Sami B. Spruill,

Robert H. Smith,

Richard P. Freeman,

Jeremiah H. Bunch,

Thos. W. Reddick,

Benjamin J. Spruill,

William F. Ellis,

Noah H. Thompson,

EESIDEjNTS not members.

Thomas J. Pugh, .. Perry C. Tyler.

Exalted, none
;
rejected, none

;
'ulthdrawn, two

;
died, none

;

expelled, none
;
suspended, none

;
residents not members, two

;

whole numlier, tiventy-three
;

regular time of meeting, 2nd

Tuesday in each Month.

JOHN T. EOSCOE, Secretary.
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OXFORD CHAPTER, No. OXFORD.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Z. M. Paschall, - - - - H. P.

E. Lyman Latham, - - - - K.

E. L. H. Bullock, - - - - S.

Comp. I. R. Fuller, - - - - - C. H.
“ 'W’m. A. Philpott, - - - P. S.

“ L. C. Taylor, - - - - - R. A. C.

“ Jas. II. Strum, - - - M. 3d V.

“ Jas. T. Littlejohn, - - - M. 2d V.

“ Thos. II. Raney, - - - - M. 1st Y.
“ T. L. Hargrove, - - - - Secretary.

“ R. W. Lassiter, - - - - Treasurer,

“ A. F. Spencer, - - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

L. H. Bullock, D. S. Wilkinson,

J. D. Bullock; J. S. Overby,

R. J. Devin, Wilson Barford,

Wm. T. Ezelle* D. A. Paschall,

J. B. Green, George Wortham,

Archibald Taylor, L. A. Paschall,

S. F. Venable, S. A. Williams,

A. F. Spencer, James M. Satterwhite.

R. P. Taylor, James H. Horner.

Exalted, two; rejected, none; withdrawn, none; died, none;

expelled, none
;
suspended, none

;
residents not memberB,

none
;
whole number, thirty

;
regular time of meeting, third

Monday in each Month.

T. L. HAKGE.OVE, Secretary.

4
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RALEIGH CHAPTER, No- lO.—RALEIOE.

OFFICEES.

M. E. Wm. G. Hill, - - - - H. P.

E. Chas. II- Johnson, - - K.

E. Thos. R. Debnam, - - S.

Comp. D. II. Stephenson, - - C. H.

“ J. R. Harrison, - - P. S.

“ W. H. High, • - - - R. A. C.

“ G. W. Norwood, - - - M. 3d. V.

“ W. H. Hood, - - - - M. 2d. V.

“ Thos. H. Avira, - - - M. 1st V.

“ Thos. J. Utley, - - Secretary.

“ Jas. M. Harriss, - - Treasurer.

- - - Tyler.

M EM B E E S.

D. B. Griffin, C. W^. D. Hutchins,

Jos. D. Powell, E. Smith,

J. M. Lovejoy, Geo. W" Norwood,

W. W. Johnson, A J. Woodward,

J. 0. Jeffreys, E. H. Woodward,

R. T. Heflin, B. T. Strickland,

Dabney Cosby, Jas. R. Jeffreys,

R. W. Seawell, Edward Debnam,

Wm. T. Bain, H. A. Hodge,

W. Dallas Haywood, James M. Ferrell.

Wm. F. Collins,

Admited, five; Exalted, two
;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, none

;

died, one
;
expelled, none

;
suspended, none

;
residents not

members, none
;
whole number, thirty-two

;
regular time of

meeting, first Tuesday in each Month.

THOMAS J. UTLEY, Secretary.
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LAFAYETTE CHAPTER, No. 11—HILLSBORO'.

OPFICEES.

M, E. Daniel D. Phillips, -

E Thomas "Webb, - -

E. Samuel P. Moore,

Comp. John M. Wolf, - -

“ J. J. Allison, - -

“ Calvin E. Parish,

“ John A. Fancett,

“ A. C. Mnrclock, - -

“ John McCracken, -

“ Henry Iv. Hash, - -

“ Pride Jones, - - -

“ James M, Palmer, -

M E SI E E E s.

- H. P.

- E.

- S.

- C. H.
- P. S.

- K. A. C.

- M. 3d V.

- M. 2d V.

- M. 1st Y.

- Secretary.

- Treasurer.

- Tyler.

Alexander Dickson,

William Dickson,

John G. Anderson,

Gaston D. Cobb,

Thomas Howerton,

John C. Douglass,

Joseph Allison,

William E. Bason,

George Laws,

B. S. Durham,

Fred. Zirlant,

D. A. Montgomery,

Antonio De Martino,

John F. Lyon,

James C. Turner,

Wm. McGowan,

William Nelson.

EESIDENT8 NOT SIESIBEES.

Edmund Strudwick, John McCowan,

J. L. Bailey, J. T, Wheat.

C. M. Latimer,

Admited, one
;
exalted, none; rejected, none

;
withdrawn, none;

died, none
;
expelled, none

;
suspended, none

;
residents not

members, five
;
whole number, twenty-nine

;
regular time

of meeting, second Thursday in each Month.

HENKY K. HASH, Secretary.
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GONOHO CHAPTER, No. \%—JIAMILTOK.

OFFICEKS.

M. E. K. E. Weathersbee, - - H. P.

E. Jno. B. Whitaker, - - H-

E. Sam’l M. Bowers, - - - S.

Comp, H. B, Godwin, - - - - C. H.

« Wm. W. Sherrod, - - - P. S.

Jno. M. Matthews, - - R. A. C.

“ James A. Daniels, > - M. ,3d. y.

“ Bennett S. Baker - - - M. 2d. y.

“ Turner E, Barnhill, - - M. 1st. y.

“ L. L. Clements, - - Secretary.

“ T. W. Ward, - - - - Treasurer.

Wm. Beasley, - - - - Tyler.

M EM B E E S.

Joseph J. Anthony, Robt. W, Sherrod,

George Hobbs, H. S. Williams,

W. T. Hyman, P. W. Zarrell,

G. L. Moore, Marcus C. S. Cherry.

Simon M. Smithwick, C, C. Hines,

Joseph Waldo, W. R. Hansell,

Jas. S. Williams, Jos. E. Short,

Henry Budeke, Sam’l. J. Williams,

Friley J. Harrell, W, P. Weathersbee.

Jno. D. Latham,

Exalted, none
;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, one

;
died, none

;

expelled, none; suspended, none
;
residents not members, none;

whole number, thrty-one.

L. L. CLEMENTS, Secretary.
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CHORAIZIN, CHAPTER, No. U.—GREENSBORO.'

OFFICERS.

M. E. Cyrus P. Mendenhall, - - H. P.

E. Joab Hiatt, K.

E. Thos. J. Patrick, - - - S.

Comp. John L. Cole, - - - C. H.
“ Peter Adams, - - - P. S.

“ David McKnight, - - - R. A. C.

“ Wm. H. Camming, - - M. 3d. V.
“ Shiibal C. Coffin, - - - M. 2d. V.

James Kirkman. - - - - M. 1st. y.
“ Jed. H. Lindsay, - - - Secretary.

“ Joseph A. Houston - - Treasurer.

“ Joseph Sears, - - - Tyler.

M EMBERS.

William Gott, S. W. McKnight,

Eobt. W. Denny, Eli F. Watson,

J. W. Hewlett, John 0. Hott,

J. D. Donnell, J. P. Simpson.

John B. Hoskins, E. 0. Macy,

Harrison J. Warren, D. H. Sherwood,

Ralph Gorrell, John Kerr,

Peter Thurston, George G. Walker,

Orestus Smallwood, Albert T. Gorrell,

John Hiatt, J. F. Hewlett,

A. S. Andrews, E. F. Armfield,

Joseph A. Weatherly, Wm. P. Wattington,

B. Craven, John A. Graves,

James H. Willis, William Henderson,

Williana H. Reice, Henry Schneider,

H. M. Gardner, J. B. Gretter,

Johannes Ruhl, C. A. Colby,

John C. Lamb, A. P. Sperry,

John Eades, John D. Donnell,

Haley Brown, William A. Dunn,

Dempsey Brown,
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RESIDENTS NOT MEMBERS.

3olm M. Dick, David Scott.

Exalted, none
;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, none

;
died, none

;

expelled, none
;
suspended, none

;
residents not members,

two
;
whole number, fifty-three

;
regular time of meeting.

JED. H. LINDSAY, Secretary,

CHEROKEE CHAPTER, No. 14—HERTFORD.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Jos. M. Cox, H. P.

E. M. D. Hathaway, - - - K.

E. D. Parclift, S.

Comp. M. O. Jordon, - - - - C. H.

Jonathan W. Albertson, - PS.
“ Francis Barrow, - - - - B. A. C.

“ Wm. Felton, - - - - - M. 3d V.

“ Dr. S. W. Streets, - - - M. 2d V.
“ John L. Ferrell, - - - - M. 1st V.
“ Edwin Brace, Secretary.

“ Benoni Morris, - - - - Treasurer.

“ John G. Berry, - - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

Joseph G. Granbery,

Geo. II. Freer,

Wm. Small,

Samuel Sutton,

Darius White,

James R. Iloffler,

Evin Forbes,

John A. Doll,

Dr. R. C. Jenkins,

residents not
Francis Nixon Sr.,

Dr. R. K. Speed,

Willis II. Bagley,

Josiah H. White,

Wm. Harrall,

Rev. Geo. F. Doggett,

Rev. Thos. H. Pritchard,

Nathan Newby,

John P. Thomas.

MEMBERS.
Wm. Nixon.



55

Admitted, three
;
exalted, two

;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, two;

died, none
;
expelled, none; suspended, one; residents not

members, two
;
whole number, twenty-nine

;
regular time of

meeting, second Monday in each Montli, except Court weeks,

then on Tuesday.

EDWIM BRACE, Secretary.

UNION CHAPTER, No. \1—DUPLIN.

OFFICERS.

M. E. James W. Blount, - - - H. P.

E. Joel Loftin, - - - - - K.

E. Lewis F. Williams, - - - S.

Comp. Daniel Bowden, - - - - C. H.

“ Thos. Wright, - - - - - P. S.

“ Daniel K. Kornegay, - - K. A. C.

“ Speight Hill, - - - - - M. 3d V.

“ David Watkins, - - - - M. 2d V.

'• J. R. Hurst, - - - - - M. 1st V.

“ B. C. Bowden, - - - Secretary.

“ James G. Dickson, - - - Treasurer.

“ D. B. Hewton, - - - Tyler.

ME 11 BEES.

J. W. Blount, H. H. Hodges,

D. Bowden, D. K. Kornegay,

J. G. Dickson, T. 0. Wilson,

D. Wright, D. Watkins,

H. W. Faison, L. P. Williams,

J. Loftin, S. Hill,

C. D. Hill, T. E. IliU,

Thos. Wright, James Cannon,

B. C. Bowden, W. J. Hill,

H. F. Murphy, J. R. Hatch,

D. B. Hewton, B. W, Williams,
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A. K. Hicks,

E, Peterson,

L. W. Humphrey,

A. Guy,

J. E, Hurst,

J. W. Hinson,

W, H. Herring,

D. Cobb,

B. F. Cobb,

H. Grimes.

RESIDENTS NOT MEMBERS.

E. B. Millard,

J. Moore,

L. K. Loftin,

W. F. Pollock,

S. Loftin,

Thos. I. Faison,

J. G. Branch.

Exalted, two; rejected, none
;
withdrawn, one; died, none; ex-

pelled, none
;
suspended, none

;
residents not members, seven;

whole number, thirty-two; regular time of meeting, second

Thursday in each Month, except June 24th, and Decern-

b 61* 2^til

B. C. BOWDEH, Secretary.

KEY STONE CHAPTER No. 1%.—PLYMOUTH.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Thomas B. Hichols, - - H. P.

E. Henry B. Shoit, - - - K.

E. John McO. Boyle, - S.

Comp. Win. Bagley, - - - - 0. H.
“ Henry A. Gilliam - P. S.

“ George W. Pierce, - R. A. C.

“ Edgar Hanks, - - - - M. 3d. V.

‘‘ John Simmons, - - - M. 2d. V.

“ James Magee, - ~ - - M. 1st. V.
“ Joseph Eamsey, - - - Secretary.

“ Joseph A. Spruill, - Treasurer.

“ John Brown, - - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

Enoch Jones,Thomas Ei Pender,
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Isaac Kellj,

Thomas P, White,

Warren W. Ward,

John F. Phelps,

F. F. Fagan,

Silas Murray,

Charles G. Phelps,

Edwin H. White,

Wm. W. Ward,

Wiley Whitaker,

D. E. Jordan.

RESIDENTS NOT MEMBERS.

Samuel T. Gaylord, Joseph E. Short,

Benjamin J. Spruill, T. W. Guthrie.

Admited, two; Exalted, two
;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, none;

died, one expelled, none; suspended, none; residents not

members, four; whole number, twenty-nine
;
regular time of

meeting, second Tuesday night in each Month.

J. BAMSEY, Secretary.

SALISBURY CHAPTER No. 20.—SALISBURY.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Dolphin A. Davis, - - - H. P.

E. Daniel Coleman, - - - - K.

E. James G. Ramsey, - - - S.

Comp. Julius D. Ramsey, - - - C. H.
“ Alexander Murdock, - - PS.
“ John M. Coffin, - - - - R. A. C.

“ A. G. Folder, M. 3d V.

“ C. L. Partee, M. 2d V.

» W. P. Burk, - - - - - M. 1st V.

“ Rich’d W. Mills, - - - - Secretary.

“ Joseph F. Chambers, - - Treasurer.

“ Lewis Gumb, Tyler.

MEMBERS.

L. Blackmer, p. h. p., B. Bailey,

E. Myers, p. h. p., John J. Shaver,

H. C. Simonton, G- W. Johnston,

6
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A. M. Nesbitt, A. M. Booe,

Samuel Taylor, John A. Holt,

J, W. Wiseman, George Reiley,

R. P. Bessent, D. B. Wood,

A. II. Caldwell, p. h. p., Hugh Murdock,

0. Woodson, J. S. Caldcleugh,

D. W. Honeycutt, Jas. A. Kelley,

James A. Johnston, John W. Ellis,

T. J. Bryan, E. R. Gibson,

John Kelly, A. J. York,

J. B. Jones, William Murdock,

H. H. Dent, Thomas A. Burk,

John H. McKinley, Martin Richwine,

G. A. Bingham, John 0. Ross.

KESIDENTS NOT MEMBERS.

Myer Myers, J. M. Ilappoldt,

Abraham Myers, James C. Turner.

Admitted, none
;

exalted, none
;

rejected, none
;

-vvittidrawn,

none; died, one; expelled, none
;
suspended, none

;
residents

not members, four; wbole number, forty-six
;
removed, 9 ;

regular time of meeting, first Wednesday in each Month,

and Wednesday of every Court.

K. W. MILLS, Secretary.

LINCOLN CHAPTER No. 22.—LINGOLNTON.

OPFICEES.

M. E. C. J. Hammarskold, - - - H. P.

E. J. H. Ramsour, - - - - K.

E. J. A. Jetton, S.

Comp. R, F. Sloan, C. H,
“ J. A. Caldwell, - - - - P. S.

“
J. T. Alexander, - - - - R. A. C.

“ Wm. Sloan M. 3d V.
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Comp. B, F. Briggs, M. 2d Y.

E. S. Barrett, M. 1st Y,

Wm. S. Cobbitt, - - - - Secretary.

“ Jno. F Aydolotte, - - - Treasurer.

“ G. Mosteller, - -

M E M B E

S. M. Aydolotte,

Thos. W. Bradburn,

J. Q. Carpeuter,

A. M. Gillespie,

J. M. Goodell,

A. J. Hause,

J. M. Hoppoldt,

RESIDENTS

- - - Tyler.

s.

Wm. Jenks,

S. J. Lowrie, M. M.,

Z. A. Moss,

A. Myers,

J. B. Smith,

A. J. Scoburg,

E. J. -Meynardie.

JOT MEMBERS.

Rev. Samuel Lauder, A. W. Burton,

Dr. Wm. Sloan, L. P. Henderson.

B. P. Briggs, D. A. Jenkins.

Admitted none
;

exalted, one
;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, two;

died, none
;
expelled, none

;
suspended, none

;
residents not

members, six
;
whole number, twenty-six; regular time of

meeting, Tuesday evening of Court weeks, in January, April,

July and October.

R. F. Sloan, Seoreta!ry.,P. T.

GERMANTON CHAPTER No. M.—GERMANTON.

OFFICERS.

M. E. J. B. Kingsherry, - - - H. P.

E. A. L. Bitting, - - - - K.

E. W. S. Leak, - - - - S.

Comp. J. S. Gibson, - - - - C. H.

R. G. Mays, - - - - P. S.

U E. B. King, - - . - R. A.
(C W. P. Gibson, - - = M. 3d
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Comp. W. W. Petree, - - - - M. 2d. V.

“ D. R. Leak, - - - - M. 1st. V.
“ J. E. Shumate, - - Secretary.

“ W. T. Gannaway, - - - Treasurer.

“ W. C. Kingsberiy, - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

J. Atwood, H. C. Wilson,

J, E. Bruce, J. A. Bitting,

P. Felter, S. Ivey,

S. C. Hill, S. S. Bryant,

0. W. MeAnally, J. W. Hunter,

J. Stires, J. H. Bitting,

H. Renigan, D. E. Fields,

R. H. Smith, H. Hol.ler,

W. W. Long, W, H. Gwin,

T. S. Martin, J. Shultz,

B. L. Bitting, W. B. Richardson,

J. F. Dance, B. Jones,

P. Hulchenson, T. l ,ong.

A. P. Gumback. V. Bohannon.

Admitted none; exalted, none; rejected, none; withdrawn,

none
;
died, none

;
expelled, none

;
suspended, none

;
residents

not members, none
;
whole number, forty

;
regular time of

meeting, third Saturday in eveiy month.

J. E. SHUMATE, Secretary.

ASHEVILLE CHAPTER, No. ASHEVILLE.

OFFICERS.

M. E. J. Roberts, H. P.

E. J. W. Patton, ----- K.

E. H. W. Cummings, - - - S.
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Comp. E. B. Vance, - - - - - C. H.

“ G. W. Whitson, - - - - P. S.

“ G. T. Spears, E. A. C.

“ Z. B. Vance, M. 3d. V.

“ J. M. Blair, M. 2d. V.

J. B. Eankin, M. 1st. V.
“ M. M. Gaines, - - - - Sec’y and Treas.

MEMBERS.

G. W. Shackelford,

J. A. Patton,

Eev. John Eeynolds,

J. D. Baldwin,

W. M. Kerr,

John Burgin,

T. J. Weaver,

Total number of members 21.

Eev. Wm. Hicks,

C. Campbell,

Wm. Bryson,

J. A. Eeagan,

J. L. Cransley,

E, VV. Patty,

J. E. Osborne.

Secretaryy P. 71J. B. EAKKIK,

LOUISBURG CHAPTER, No. 26.—LOUISBUBG.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Eev. James Eeid, - - - H. H.
“ Jas. H. Yarborough, - - K.
“ Jos. L. Davis, ----- S.

Comp. Dr. Ellis Malone, - - - C. H.'

“ Kathan B. Walker, - - - P. S.

“ James J. Minetree, - - - E. A. C.

W. H. Strother, Jr., - - - M. 3d V.

“ A. C. Massenburg, - - - M. 2d V:
» E. L. StegaU, - - - - - M. 1st V.
“ W. H. Furman, - - - - Secretary.

“ Eich’d F. Yarborough, - Treasurer.

Wm. F. Sykes, - - . - Tyler.

1
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MEMBERS,

Jos. A. Wliitaker, v. h. p.,

A. M. ISToble,

K F. Reid,

R. B. Massenburg,

P. II. Joyner,

W. Gloss,

A. Thomas,

Gen. J. B. Littlejohn,

J. J. Harper,

Calvin Stone,

Washington Harris,

W. A. Stone,

John Chamblee,

John H. Brodie,

Calvin B. Walker,

W. B. Foster,

B. H, Sorsby,

D. W. Williams,

Thos. K. Thomas,

W. A. Moore,

John W. Williams,

Jonathan A. Stone,

John Heal.

RESIDENT NOT A MEMBER.
Rev. H. R. Barham.

Admitted, two
;
exalted, two

;
rejected, none

;
withdrawn, none

;

died, none
;
expelled, none

;
suspended, none

;
resident not a

member, one
;
whole number, thirty-six

;
regular time of

meeting, third Thursday in each Month.

W. H. FURMAH, Secretary.

GOLDSBORO’ CHAPTER, No. '22—GOLDSBORO'.

OFFICERS.

M. E. E. W. Hines, - - - - - H. P.

E. J. J. Baker, K.

E. W. Robinson, S.

Comp. M, D. Craton, - - - - - C. H.
“ W. F. Kornegay, - - - - P. S.

“ R. S. Moore, - - - - - R. A. C.

“ E. B. Wood, - - - - - M. 3d Y.

“ J. C. Borden, - - - - - M. 2d V.

“ J. W. Davis, - - - - - M. 1st V.

J. B. Griswold, - - - - Secretary.

“ C. F. Dewey, Treasurer.

John G. Parker. - - - - Tyler.
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MEMBEKS.

-Tolm Wright, Joliu T. Kennedy,

T. H. Brent, D. A. Powell,

T. T. Hallowell, James McDuffee,

Wm. Carraway, John C. Rhodes.

Exalted, none; rejected, one; withdrawn, none; died, none;

expelled, none
;
suspended, none

;
whole number, twenty.

J. B. GRISWOLD, Secretary.

MOUNT VERNON CHAPTER, No. ^O.—NREFNVILLE.

OFFICERS.

M. E. Goold Hoyt, - - - - H. P.

E. Calvin Cox, - - - - - K.

E. Wm. L. Cherry, - - - S.

Comp. S. E. Milborn, - - - - C. H.
“ Wm. T. Marsh, - - - P. S.

“ Guilford Cox, - - - - A. C.
“ Jos. B. Barrett, - - - M. 3d. V.
“ Ashley Allen, - - - - M. 2d Y.

Montgomery Long, - - M. 1st Y.
“ James Murray, - - - - Secretary.

“ Wm. R. Frizzle, - - - - Treasurer.

“ Franklin Bell, - - . - Tyler.

MEM
Burton G- Albritton,

Thomas B. James,

Walter S. Hanrahan,

William A. Pugh,

Elias J. Blount,

RESIDENTS ]

George W. Johnson,

George L. Pritchard,

J. D. Doughty,

James Kelson,

H. G. Barnhill.

OT MEMBERS.

Charlp‘=' Green.
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Admitted three; exalted, none; rejected, none; withdrawn,

three
;
died, one

;
expelled, none

;
suspended, none

;
residents

not members, two
;
whole number, twenty-one

;
regular time

of meeting, first Saturday in each month.

JAMES MUERAY, Secretary.

WADESBORO’ CHAPTER, No. ?,\.— WADESBORO\

OFFICERS.

M. E. Eob’t T. Hall, - - - - H. P.

E. E. F. Kendall, 1 1

E, John Boylin, - - - - - s.

Comp. B. F. Smith, - - - - - C. H.
“ S. W. Heal, p. h. P., - - P. s.

“ W. S. Hendley, - - - - E. A. C.

“ E. H. Streater, - - - - M. 3d V.
“ John Euscoe, - - - M. 2d. V.

“ John Conick, ~ - M. 1st. V.
“ W. 0. Bennett, - - - - Secretary.

“ B. C. Hutchison, - - - Treasurer.

“ E. Hutchison, - - - Tyler.

MEMBERS.

James C. Caraway, Rev. A. L. Stough;

Eli Freeman, Jos. P. Smith,

Thos. GuUedge, Jas. T- Streater,

E. F. Lilly, E. H. Streater,

W. A. Liles, Thos. G. Sanders,

Alex. Little, W. Smith,

A. C. Moore, T. A. Vestal,

Albert Myers, Jos. White,

H. W. Robinson, L. Woolen,

W. S. Eichardson,„ W. C. Watkins.

Jas. P. Richardson,
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RESIDENTS NOT MEMBERS.

M. S. McRae, Rev. S. H. Browne.

Admitted none; exalted, eleven; rejected, one; Avithdrawn,

none
;
died, none

;
expelled, none

;
suspended, none

;
residents

not members, two
;
whole number, thirty-three; regular time

of meeting, first Monday in every Month, and Tuesday of

each Court week.

W. 0. BENRETT, Secretary.

*
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