
Pallbearers 

Board of Trustees, Moore - Kennedy Bible Class and 
Scouting Units of White Rock Baptist Church 

Hampton University Alumni Association 

Floral Bearers 

Ladies of the L.B. Farrington District 
and the Trustees of White Rock Baptist Church 

Hampton University Alumni Association 
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- The Family -

Dinner will be served to the family and out of town friends 
at White Rock Baptist Church immediately following the burial. 

Professional Services by 
Scarborough & Hargett Memorial Chapels and Gardens 

Funeral Directors 
306 South Roxboro Street 
Durham, North Carolina 
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3400 Fayetteville Street 
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The Obituary 

DAY FUGARD REED SR., son of the late Walter and Melinda Stovall Recd, was 
born in Elkhorn, West Virginia on February 19, 1909 and departed this life on 
December 30, 1989. 

He received his secondary education in the public schools of McDowell County 
and graduated from the Elkhorn High School. He enrolled in Hampton Institute to 
<; tw.h' the printing trade and graduated in 1934. While at Hampton, he was a 
member of the Fidi Amici Social Club and sang with the Trade School Singers. 

He pursued the printing trade in Elkhorn, with the Philadelphia Tribune and The 
Carn!ina Tribune in Raleigh before coming to Durham in October 1939 to manage The 
Service Printing Company. In 1941, with his partners: the late Walter "Kit" Swann, 
the late George D. WhiteJr.,and Nathaniel 13. White Sr., they purchased the company 
from the T.D. Parham family. The highly successful firm was sold to the employees 
in 1982 and continued in business until it was destroyed by fire on April 2, 1985. 

He was drafted in the U.S. Army on April 17, 1941 and served in the Quartermas
ter Corps until 1945. He was married to the former Japhene Hayes on September 9, 
1941 and to this union three children were born. 

He was a faithful memberof White Rock IlaptistChurch where he was a member 
of the Trustee Board, the Moore-Kennedy IlibleC!assand chairman of the Boy Scout 
Troop 55 committee. He was active in the community, serving as an officer with the 
Durham Business and Professional Chain, the Durham Committee on the Affairs of 
Black People and the Hampton University Alumni Association. As President of the 
Parent Teacher Association at Hillside High School, he advocated with his col
leagues the desegregation of the University of North Carolina and their efforts 
resulted in three Hillside graduates;John L. Brandon, Leroy B. Frasier Jr. and Ralph 
K. Frasier, entering the University as the first African-American undergraduate 
students in 1955. 

Mr. Recd was a loving husband and a wonderful fa ther. His outgoing person
ality and fr iendly disposition was admired by all who knew him. Those who will 
cheri sh hi s memory arc his devoted wife, Mrs. Japhcnc H. Recd; a d aughter, Mrs . 
Helen R. Monroe of Philadelphia, PA; two sons, Day F. Recd Jr. and Ronald W. Recd 
of Durh;:i m; daughters-in-law, Mrs. Glenda C. Reed and Mrs. llcvcrly W. Recd ; one 
brother, Robert Recd of Chicago, IL; one sister, Annie M. Smith of Bluefi eld, West 
VA; ten grnndchildren, Raymond B. Monroe, Reggie D. Monroe, and Ronald F. 
Monroe of Philadelphia, PA; Dia J. Recd , Day F. Recd Ill, Dayshonda K. Reed, 
Michael S. Rc'Cd, Misti D. Reed, Scan C. Parker, Janell 5. Parker; fo ur great
grandch ildren and a host of niece<;, nephews and fr iends. 

The Order of Service 

ORGAN PRELUDE . .. . . . .... . ... . .... .. .... . .. . . . Mr. John H. Gattis 

THE PROCESSIONAL 

HYMN 195 - "Come Holy Spirit Heavenly Dove" . Choir and Congregation 

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER . . . . . . . ... . .. .. . .. ... . The Reverend W .E. Daye 
Pastor, Peace Missionary Baptist Church 

SOLO - "It Is Well With My Soul" . . ...... . . . . . . ... Miss Winnie Breeden 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . .. .. . .. ... . . .... . .... . Mr. Noah H. Bennett 

REMARKS . .... .. . . ... ..... .... . ... . .. . .. . Mr. Nathaniel B. White Sr. 

SOLO- "Jesus Saviour Pilot Me" . . . . .. . ......... . .. Mrs. Margaret Goodwin 

EULOCY . . . ..... .. ........ . . . ... . . The Reverend Donald Q. Fozard Sr. 
Pastor, Mt. Zion Christian Church 

HYMN 216- "Just As I Am" . .. ... .. ... . .. .. .. . Choir and Congregation 

RECESSIONAL 

Interment 
Markham Memorial Gardens 

Durham, North Carolina 

D RI VCRS IN Tl-IE PRC.X::ESSION, l'LEJ\SE TU RN ON I IEJ\DLIC I ITS roR SA l7ETY. 



RESOLUTION 

MR. DAY FUGARD REED 

We pause at this time in observance of the passing of one of 

our members, Day Fugard Reed. 

Whereas, He was a partner and officer of Service Printing 

Company from which he retired some years ago, 

Whereas, He was a past active member of the Durham Business 

and Professional Chain and the Minority Business Development 

Center of Durham, North Carolina before retirement~ 

Whereas, He served on the Board of Directors for a number of 

years during which period he contributed to the consciousness and 

many concerns that were facing minority businesses, 

Be It Therefore .Resolved, That Mr. Reed was dedicated and 

gave ·full support to our organization. We extend our heartfelt 

sympathy to the family and we will deliver a copy of this 

resolution to the family. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DURHAM BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL CHAIN 

Wallace O. Green, President 

F. V. Allison, Chairman of Board of Directors 

R. Kelly Bryant, Jr., Secretary 

January 4, 1990 



TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1990 

, ·D.F. -Reed Sr., Part Owner 
Of Service Printing Co. 

Day Fugard Reed Sr., 80, one of 
four owners of The Service Print
ing Co., a business that served Dur-

1 ham for 50 years, died Saturday. 
He was a resident of 118 Mason-

dale Ave. · 
Reed was a native of Elkhorn, 

W.Va. He graduated from Hampton 
Institute in 1934 where be studied 
the printing -trade. He worked in 
Elkhorn, with the Philndelphia 
Tribune and in Raleigh before com
ing to Durham in 1939 to manage 
The Service Printing Co. 

In 1941, he and three partners
the Late Walter "Kit" Swann, the 
late George D. White Jr. and Na- · 
thaniel B. White Sr.-bought the 
company from the T.D. Parham 
family. The business was sold to the 
employees in 1982 and continued in 
business until it was destroyed by · 
fire in 1985. 

Reed was a World War II vet
eran of the Army. He served in the 
Quartermaster Corps. 

He was a member of White Rock 
Baptist Church where be was a 
member of the Trustee Board, the 
Moore-Kennedy Bible Class and a 
Scout leader. 

He was active in the Durham 
Business and Professional Chain 
and the Durham Committee on the 
Affairs of Black People. As presi
dent of the Parent-Teacher Associa
tion at Hillside High School, be ad
vocated desegregation of the Uni
versity of North carolina and his 
efforts resulted in three Hillside 
graduates entering the University. 

The funeral will be conducted 
Thursday at" 1-p.m. in White Rock .. _. . - -

D.F. Reed 

Baptist Church by the Rev. Donald 
Q. Fozard Sr. Burial will be in 
Markham Memorial Gardens. 

Reed is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Japbene Reed; one daughter, Mrs. 
Helen R. Monroe of Philadelphia; 
two sons, Day F. Reed Jr. and Ron
ald W. Reed, both of Durham; one 
brother, Robert Reed of Chicago; 
and one sister, Mrs. Annie Mae 
Smith of Bluefield, W.Va.; 10 
grandchildren; and four great
grandcbildren. 

The family will receive visitors 
Wednesday from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
Scarborough & Hargett Memorial 
Chapel. 
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REE;D 
F,;1;1nercil services . fo~ 

Ordencie Reed, 74, of 5913 
Granite Place,' will be held at 

Noon Friday 
at White Rock 
Baptist· 
Church, . 3400 

· Fayetteville 
St., Dr. Regi
nald Van Ste
phens officiat
ing. Family 
visitation, 7-

: 8:30 · p.i:n . Thursday , of ,.the. 
. church. Burial, Beechwood 
\ Cemetery. Viewing, 10 a.m. -

6 p.m.Thursday at Fisher Fu
neral Parlor. 

A nativ.e · of <;ornmerce, Ga., 
he was educated in the Com
merce Public Schools and Dur
ham Technical Community. 
College. - · 

He was a twenty-one year, 
veteran ·of the United States 
Army arid was a member ·of · 
the 82nd -Airborne Division 
and Green Berets/Special 
Forces. He was also a mem-· 
ber of the : 555th (Triple 
Nlokl_e) Parachute Infantry As
sociation, Inc,, which was the 
!irst · Black .far~chµte Infantry 
mcc:;>rporated lr)to the 82nd 
Airbor,ne. He was assigned 

:%'~_1/~iv.i-h,9~:o f.e'~ s :,.wle;·ofis1 . .-, :~ 
y~ars, . Antiie • l:•Mb'l5re,'· ~R,::t~i-li. · .: 
daught~rs, Ros6lyn E.- !teed, 
Sheralyn R. Goldston arid 
Marilyn R. Huger; grpndcl:iil
dren, Jermaine 0. ·Goldston 
(Wanda) and Mariel A. ,Hug
er; great ·grandchildren· 
Mariah · G. Goldston' 
Jermaine · 0 . Goldstor:i, jr'. 
and_ .Brandon Cc,oper; adop
ted daughters, Bernice Snipes 
and Jennifer Malloy (Robert)"; 
brother, Artis Reed of Louis
ville, Ky.; . sisters, . Froncine R . 

·. House of Chattanooga, Tn., 
Dor-othy R. Stewart of Colum
bus, Ohio, Ann R. Cochran · 
Elizabeth R. Lott · (Randall) and . 
Gail R. White (~any), all ~f 
Ston~. Mountain, Ga., Mary_ 
Francise ,R. Paige of Com~ 
merce, Ga . and :Mary Ann 
Starkey of Chicago, Ill .; two 
aunts, Thelma Reed of Com
merce, Ga,. and Marian Moon. 
o,f Washington, ·DC. 
Email ,condolences to 
fisherfp@hotmail .com. 

to training and coaching box
ers for competition in his last 
years in the U.S. Army. 

He was employed with the 
former · GTE (Verizon) before 
returning to his fi"rst love of 
tr~ini~g and coaching boxers; 
this time for the City of Dur
ham. -He was an avid sup
-porter of the. NCCU Eagles . 
and Thirteen Hundred Social 
Club. . . 

He was a member of White 
Rock Baptist. Church and its, 

-_rrJ;~~t~~~&~~torr~~~ 
#.28, ~f ·U ~:M.·· 1.:, · ·~·· , J.:~~:~{~]· 

: 



REED 
Funera l services for 

Ordencie Reed , 74 , of 5913 
Granite Pl., will be held at 

Noon Friday 
at White Rock 
Bap .tist 
Church, 3400 
Fayettevi I le 
St. Familyvisi
tation, 7-8 :30 
p.m. ton ight 
at the church . 
Viewing, 10 

a .m. - 6 p.m. today at Fisher 1 
Funeral Parlor. Email condo-
l~nces to . !/,\'i~V , I f1sherfp@hotmad.com. · 
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1906 -1999 



:M.emoria[ Service _Tor 
Sam 'ReerI 

.'A loving tribute to tlie man wlio /Jave so mucli to liis 
community, pr-esentecf Gy liis fam.i('I andfriends 

1'resid1n.g 
Com.missioner Joe 'Bowser 

Xaren Sta.rfi. 

Speakers 
'Bi[{ 'Powers 

'R<>v. Curtis (gatewnnd 
Jeremy 1{aw 

1{epresentative 'Pau(Lue6ke 

Music 
'E{ "viento Canta 

Speakers 
Vavicf Markus 
Sfiaryn Va.vis 
Bi{{ Maliony 

Marianna 'Breyer 

'Ref{ections .'from Tfie Community 

Closing 'Remarks 

'Reception to :f offow in tfie :Jf ayti Cafeteria 
'Refreshments courtesy of tfie 

Vurliam Jfuman 'Re{ations Commission 
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That rare favor 
Social activist and political visionary Samuel Reed, who died 

Tuesday morning at Durham Regional Hospital, was one of 
those individuals on whom the gods bestowed a rare favor: He not 
only lived through a century of change, he helped shape it. 

Mr. Reed was a revolutionary to his last breath. He paid dearly 
for his beliefs during the McCarthy era, when the Jus_tice 
Department trundled him off to a federal prison. Though he was 
never much more than five feet tall, Mr. Reed's prison experience 
made him ideologically stronger and figuratively taller. Prison did 
not malce him bitter or change his convictions one whit - Sam 
Reed was not one to waste time on what might have been. His 
focus was on what ought to be and how to achieve it. 

Mr. Reed was a living history of the U.S. labor movement in the 
20th century. He was an organizer, a thinker, a qoer. In tl)e 1960s, 
he allied himself with Martin Luther King Jr. and the civil-rights 
movement, in effect reinventing Sam Reed for a second career 
dedicated to eradicating racism, root and branch. 

Mr. Reed came to Durham, a city known for its tolerance, to 
retire. But as Herald-Sun columnist Jim Wise noted in a 1998 
profile, old habits died hard - Mr. Reed promptly began 
organizing Durham's senior citizens. He also founded The 'lhunpet 
of Conscience, a newsletter devoted t{J Dr. King's ideals. 

As we said numerous times in this space, Mr. Reed was 
Durham's ''Little Giant." In his 90s, his handshake remained as 
strong and firm as his lifelong belief in the essential goodness of 
his fellow citizens. Sam Reed would ask for no more than to be 
remembered as one who made a difference. He did, and all 
Durham is a better community for it. 

t , f- 1· 

Trumpet of Conscience-toting activist dieS 
The political fixture gained 
a reputation for tirelessly 
fightingfor civil right'J 

By CHRISTOPHER KIRKPATRICK 
The Herald-Sun ' 

• I 
- Sam Reed, a fixture on Durham's politi
cal scene whose wizened visage could be 
seen around town as he hand-delivered his 
1.1ewsletter, The 'Ihunpet of Conscience, 
died Tuesday of complications from a 
stroke. 

A close group of friends will continue 
the political and social activist newsletter, 
said fellow publisher, Jeremy Raw, but Mr. 
Reed's familiar face and trademark hand
delivery passes on with him. 

Mr. Reed was honored as a consistent 
public voice for racial equality. He won 
the Durham Human Relations Commis
sion's 1998 Carlie B. Sessoms award for 
tireless and mostly unrecognized public 
service. 
· "Sam made this community his personal 
cause. . .. I think that Sam has made an 
immeasurable impact to the quality of life 
and was consistently able to reach black 
and white people," said Mr. Raw, pointing· 
out that the 'Ihunpet's 1,000 subscribers 
were split about equally between black 
and white readers. "He was deeply 
involved in the political and social life of 
Durham. He was active last fall in the City 
Council reduction [debate and vote], he 
spoke very forcefully, wrote letters and 
was out there in the community. There's 

THE HERALDSUN/ ALE PHOTO 

Sam Reed (right) carries ·a sign during a protest in January 1996 in front of the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center against the federal budget deadlock. In the '60s, he 
marched with Martin Luther King Jr. 

issue after issue." 
His age was somewhere between 90 and 

94. Mr. Reed's birth certificate said he 
would turn 91 on Aug. 20. But to get into 
the country following the fall of the Russ
ian czar in 1917, his mother shaved a few 
years off her children's ages so they would 
not be too old to be approved for entrance, 
Mr. Raw said. 

Mr. Reed, who was born in the Ukraine 
as Samuel Pobersky and then immigrated 
to the Midwest, was a union organizer in 
Duluth, Minn., and a member of the Com-

munist Party for 30 years. fie eventually 
disavowed his party ti.es but spent 11/2 
years in jail for union activities seven 
years after he was mentioned ·in Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy's infamous 1954 tele
vised hearings on i•un-American activi
ties." 

"He was disappointed with revelations 
coming out of the Soviet Union in the 
1950s and felt the party was spent," Mr. 
Raw said. "I don't think he changed his o-

please see REED/C3 



REED 
FROM PAGE C1 

pinions of his vision of human soli
darity. He described himself as a 
Marxist. ... He was about getting the 
community united and saying that 
each person is responsible. . . . He 
was always interested in encourag
ing people to take an active role and 
take personal responsibility for the 
community." 

In 1925, a young Pobersky took 
the name of journalist John Reed, 
who wrote about the Bolsheviks and 
the Russian Revolution. Years earli
er, amid and following the revolu
tion, Mr. Reed's mother took her 
three sons on a refugee trek in 
hopes of meeting his father in 
America, where he had gone to find 
success and money years earlier. A 
young Pobersky witnessed the class 
war as a fleeing Jewish refugee and 
growing champion of Bolshevik phi
losophy. 

In his later years, Mr. Reed 
became an ardent admirer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. - whom he 
walked with in the watershed 
Selma-to-Montgomery civil rights 
protest march - and modeled his 
political and social philosophies on 
King's message of racial equality. 

Only days before his stroke, Mr. 

Reed worked at the Eno River Festi
val in his booth that served as a 
'Irumpet outlet and as a recruitment 
post for the Durham NAACP. Mr. 
Reed was one of the few white 
members to become an officer of 
the civil rights group. "He was 
going to the end and always had a 
booth at the Eno River Festival. He 
had a stroke two days later," Mr. 
Raw said. 

"Sam was really one of those 
unique individuals that never 
stopped trying to make America 
more like the way it ought to be," 
said Lavonia Allison, chairwoman of 
the Durham Committee on the 
Affairs of Black People. "He was a 
great humanitarian. . . . I have 
always said that in every struggle, 
we have people who are not people 
of color who [are needed] to help 
make the difference. He had the 
courage to do that." 

In the twilight of his life, Mr. 
Reed's health declined and he spent 
time in a nursing home after his 
wife of 55 years, Georgia, died. 

But his physical profile deceived; 
Mr. Reed was like a politically 
active George Burns, clicking along 
with his message of equality for 
everyone well into his 90s. About 
every . three months, he wore 
through shoe leather shuffling 
around town to deliver 2,000 extra 
copies of his newsletter, named 
after a book written by Dr. King and 

published in 1968. 
With every seemingly painful 

step as he worked a newsroom or 
City Council meeting, Reed would 
hand out his newsletter and grab 
someone by the hand or pat on the 
back. 

He took joy in meeting new peo
ple, said friend and 'Irumpet trea
surer Bill Mahony. 

"The thing that always struck 
me was his capacity to befriend 
people. . . . He had an enormous 
faith in the capacity of ordinary 
people to shape and change the 
world," he said. "This little old guy 
who was very hard of hearing 
would just go out and meet people 
and befriend them." 

Mr. Reed saw a spark 14 years 
ago in Mr. Mahony, who became 
the 'Irumpet's editor and then the 
treasurer. Mr. Mahony first sought 
to fix Reed's spelling errors and 
other grammatical mistakes to 
give the newsletter more credibil-

ity. It freed Mr. 
Reed to push his 
vision and mes
sage for 
Durham, he said. 

"I remember 
[best] probably 
the twinkle in his 
eye when he saw 
that I picked up 
something from 

REED what he was say-
ing. Underneath 
his own personal 

philosophy and his own dogma 
was something that was very fun
damental that people related to," 
Mr. Mahony said . "It was the 
human connection that was more 
fundamental than the dogma. . .. 
He kind of recognized the chal
lenge . .. . He always had a chal
lenge for people to try harder and 
use more imagination." 

Many who met him felt he was 
too adamant. He demanded atten-

tion for his views and expected, 
perhaps, too much for people to 
change to his way of thinking, 
friends said on Tuesday. 

"He was somebody who definite
ly had opinion and came across 
sometimes as impatient and insist
ed on a hearing for his views," Mr. 
Raw said. "At the bottom of all of 
that was a remarkable generosity, 
whether you agreed with his polit
ical views or not." 

Herald-Sun editorial page editor 
James R. Wilson remembered 
Reed as a vehement lobbyist for 

his own causes who knew how to 
use force and finesse with equal 
success. 

"He could be crusty and charm
ing, depending on what he wanted 
The Herald-Sun to do, but he was 
always consistent in his devotion to 
creating a society in which no one 
was left out," Mr. Wilson said. "I 
liked and admired him. I sometimes 
thought that if Sam had been born 
with a singer's voice, he would have 
been another Woody Guthrie. What 
a man, what a life." 

eralb·$un 
Trusted& F.ssential 

The ~erald-~un 
will publi~h a 

Augu~t 'girthdays: 
Celebration Page 

on Wednes:day, 
Augus:t 25, 1qqq_ 

The 'Birthday Page will have mes:s:ages: 
from lo1Je,d ones: to tho~e celebrating 

birthdays: fn,m Augu~t l through Augus:t 31. 
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Durham County Commissioner Joe Bowser asks for a moment of silence at the memorial service for the late Sam Reed at the Hayti Heritc 
Center on Sunday. Reed died earlier this month as a result of complications from a stroke. Friends and admirers congregated to celebrate 
legacy of service to the community - a legacy best remembered through his hancl-defivered newsletter, The Trumpet of Conscience. 

Sam Reed recalled as a 'doer' 
Friends gathered 
Sunday to eulogize the 
man krwwn as a 
·"t,ru,mpet of a,etivism" 

By . JOHN STEVENSON 
The Herald-Sun 

Dozens of people met Sunday at 
the Hayti Heritage Center to 
eulogize the late Sam Reed, who 
was widely known as a trumpet of 
activism for social justice in 
Durham. 

He died earlier this month as a 
result of complications from a 
stroke. 

But Reed's presence was almost 
tangible Sunday as admirers and 
friends congregated to celebrate 
bis legacy of service to the 
,....nmT"l"lttnihT ..,. lo,...,.,.....,. _.,.._1,.,..,.._,., 

"The core of Sam's motivation 
was love," said one speaker, Karen 
Stark. "How do I know this was 
true? Because he would tell me. 
Whether we were black or white, 
Sam loved us deeply and equally." 

Reed, who was born in the _ 
,,..,---,,..,.--...,..-.......--, Ukraine as 

Samuel 
Pobersky and 
then immigrated 
to the U.S. 
Midwest, was a 
union organizer 
in Duluth, Minn., 
and a member of 
the Communist 
Party for 30 
years. He 

·. -a,. :. 
' 

atL\; -
,.y:\ ... ·.·· ... ···.·~ ... · .. ·. ,· ·~- . J ., .~ ..... 4 

t ~ 
REED eventually 

disavowed his 
party ties, but nevertheless spent 
1 ½ years in jail for union 
-........: ..... ,:,._,: __ -I!"'--- L - ----- --- _ __ ... . 

Long before the McCarthy 
hearings, in 1925, a young 
Pobersky took the surname of 
journalist John Reed, who had 
written about Vladimir Lenin, the 
Bolsheviks and the Russian 
Revolution of 1917. 

Later, Sam Reed became an 
ardent admirer of Martin Luther 
King Jr., whom he walked with in 
the watershed Selma-to
Montgomery civil rights protest 
march.·He modeled his political 
and social philosophies on King's 
message of racial equality. 

In Durham, Reed was chairman 
of the membership committee of 
the NAACP and second vice
president of the organization. 

"He was not just a talker. He 
was a doer," NAACP President 
Curtis Gatewood said during 
Sunday's memorial service. ti,... .. .. .. . • ..• THE HERALOSUN/KEV 
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m County Commissioner Joe Bowser asks for a moment of ·silence at the memorial service for the late Sam Reed at the Hayti Heritage 
r on Sunday. Reed died earlier this month as a result of complications from a stroke. Friends and admirers congregated to celebrate Reed's 
, of service to the community - a legacy best remembered through his hand-defivered newsletter, The Trumpet of Conscience. 

1am Reed recalled as a 'doer' 
rul.s gathered 
day to euwgize the 
iknownasa 
mpet of activism" 

By. JOHN STEVENSON 
The Herald-Sun 

ens of people met Sunday at 
ayti Heritage Center to 
ize the late Sam Reed, who 
ridely known as a trumpet of 
sm for social justice in 
un. 
died earlier this month as a 
of complications from a 

> 

Reed's presence was almost 
>le Sunday as admirers and 
ls congregated to celebrate 
;c1cy of service to the 
tunity - a legacy perhaps 
emembered through Reed's 
delivered newsletter, The 
pet of Conscience. 

"The core of Sam's motivation 
was love," said one speaker, Karen 
Stark. "How do I know this was 
true? Because he would tell me. 
Whether we were black or white, 
Sam loved us deeply and equally." 

Reed, who was bom -in the 
Ukraine as 
Samuel 
Pobersky and 
then immigrated 
to the U.S. 
Midwest, was a 
union organizer 
in Duluth, Minn., 
and a member of 
the Communist 
Party for 30 
years. He 

REED eventually 
disavowed his 

party ties, but nevertheless spent 
1 ½ years in jail for union 
activities after he was mentioned 
in Sen. Joseph McCarthy's 
infamous 1954 televised hearings 
on "un-American activities." 

Long before the McCarthy 
hearings, in 192S, a young 
Pobersky took the surname of 
journalist John Reed, who had 
'Yritten about Vladimir Lenin, the 
Bolsheviks and the Russian 
R,evolation-of 1917. 

Later, Sam Reed became an 
ardent admirer of Martin Luther 
King Jr., whom he walked with in 
the watershed Selma-to
Montgomery civil rights protest 
march. ·He modeled his political 
and social philosophies on King's 
message of racial equality. 

In Durham, Reed was chairman 
of the membership committee of 
the NAACP and second vice
president of the organization. 

"He was not just a talker. He 
was a doer," NAACP President 
Curtis Gatewood said during 
Sunday's memorial service. 

"Sam, he would stand with you 
if he felt your cause was just," 
Gatewood added. "It didn't matter 

nlP::i~A ~AP REED/R? 

THE HERALD-SUN/KEVIN SEIFERT 

The Rev. Curtis Gatewood tells the 
gathering how important the late 
Sam Reed was to him personally 
and to the local NAACP chapter. 
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who you were. It didn't matter 
what side of town you crune 
from. 

"You could best show your 
love for Sam Reed by getting off 
your beds of complacency," 
Gatewood told a large audience. 
"Wake up to the life of truth and 
justice and righteousness." 

Jeremy Raw, who worked 
with Reed on the 'Itumpet of 
Conscience, said, "Thanks to 
Sam, we have concrete evidence 
that racial barriers can be 
surmounted. 

"Do we let Sam's dream die 
here?" asked Raw. "Ordo we 
stay_ connected to each other and 
reach toward a new reality?' 

State Rep. Paul Luebke lauded 
Reed as "a relentless pusher for 
social justice." 

"Great was his faith," said 
Mayor Nick Tonnyson. "He 
approached everyone with the 
confidence that they would want 
to do the right thing. It made 
Durham a better place. It made 
me a better person. Thank you, 

s Sam." 
Reed was said to be 

somewhere between 90 and 94 
when he died. His birth 
certificate indicated that he 
would turn 91 on Aug. 20. But . 
the certificate may not have 
been accurate since, to help get 
her son into the United States 
following the fall of the Russian 
czar in 1917, Reed's mother 
reportedly shav'ed a few years 
off his age so ·he would not be 
too old for admittance. 

The program for Sunday's 
service listed Reed's birth year 
as 1906. 

~-------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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REED 
Sam Reed, 93, Durham's be- . 

loved labor and civil rights lead
er-, died Tuesday; after a brief ill- · 
ness. Sam is best known for 
founding . ~ local newspaper, 
"The Trumpet. of Conscience." 

· Dedicated to promoting racial 
harmony and commvnity in
volvement, the Trumpet sought 
to build a just community in the 
spirit of Mortin Luther King, Jr., 
and its motto was "Keeping the 
Dream Alive." 

Born Samuel Pobiersky in a 
small Russian village on Avgust -
20, 1906,. Sain was raised by his 
mother and grandfather, Rabbi .. 

Dasnevsky, who instilled in Sam 
the virtues of tolerance and love 
for all people regardless of their 
differences. Sam fled Russia with 
his family having survived anti-

. Jewish riots and near-starvation 
. as he sought fr~edom in Ameri

ca. 
Sam became a social and po

litical activist, changing his name· 
to Reed in honor 9f John Reed, 
author of "Ten . Days · that Shook 
the-World," a history of the Bol
shevik Revolution. Soni served in 
the U.S. Army in W~rld War II in 
New Guinea, and returned to 
activism at the end of the war. 
Just as he· worked with labor 
hero John L. Lewis in the steel 
mills of Pittsburgh, Som marched · 
with Martin Luther King in Selma 
and Chicago. 

After Sam and his wife Geor
gia, a school teacher who 
shored his convictions, moved to 
Durham in • 1973, he im
mediately become a prominent 
figure· _whether working for bet
ter pay for Durham's public em
ployees or leading .locQI Labor 
Doy celebrations. . · . 

Although he lived to be 93, 
Som hod n'o "declining years." 
He tirelessly continued to. work. 
the streets of Durham, meeting 
people and bringing th~m his 
message· of justice. Earlier this 
year, Som was elected vice
president of the . D:urham 
NAACP, and recruited -1-00 new 
members, white and blac;:k. 
' Som is survived by:: his loving 

nephews, Bill Powers of Sacra-. 
mento; · Rick. Powers of Iowa; 
Tom . Powers of Chicago; and 

· Steve Gordner of Bloomington, 
Indiana. A memorial service will 
be held at the Hayti Heritage 
Center on Sundqy, Aug·ust 15, at 
2 p.m. The family requests that 
in lieu of flowers; donations be 
sent to the Trumpet · of Con
science, P.O. Box 3354, 
Durham, 27702. It was Sam's 
great wish that the T,:umpet c·on-

. tinue to publish and exemplify 
his ideals ofter his death . 



JJf Iontf I!ilearers 

The Sisterhood 
Metropolitan Baptist Church 

Jallhearers 

The Laymen's League 
Metropolitan Baptist Church 

J\chnofn Iehgem.ent 
The family wishes to extend their sincere appreciation 

and gratitude. Your comforting expressions of sympathy in 
so many thoughtful ways will always be remembered. May 
God bless each of you. 

Services By: 
,,'S,toltes ~orluar!J 

Jl{odt!J ~ouut, ~([ 

BARRETT'S PRINT 
WILSON. NC 

~ \l 1 ~ry ¾+ 6, 1 k0-hu" 
~hsequies 

~n Jfio&ing Jffi{emortl 

of t4e 

Jfiife anh ~er&ice 

of 

~rs. QI4arles JEl.eifion I!ilrasfn.el[ JR.e.es.e 

Saturday, October 27, 1990 
12:30PM 

$ietropolihm I!iluptist Qilyurcly 
Rocky Mouht, North Carolina 

Dr. J .E. Arnette, Pastor 
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Dedicated to Our Sister "Dee .. 

Miss Me - But let me go 
When I come to the end of the road 

And the Sun has set for me 
I want no rites in a gloom filled room 

Why cry for a soul set free 
Miss m e a little - But not for long 

And not with your head bowed low 
Remember the loue that we once shared 

Miss Me - But let m e go 
For this is ajoumey that we all must take 

And each must go alone 
It ·s all a part of the Master 's plan 

A step on the road to home 
When you are lonely and sick of heart 

Go to the Friends we know 
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds 

Miss Me - But let me go. 

The Family 

®rber of ~erbice 

Processional 

Invocation 

Hymn 

The Scriptures 

O ld Testament Psalm 23 
New Testament II Corinthians 5:1-10 

Prayer .... ... . ... . . . .. . ......... Rev. Raymond Privott 

Hymn #221 .. ... . .. .. .... ... .. . ... . Be Still, My Soul 

Obituary . ...... . . . .. .. .... . ............ Read Silently 

Solo ..... . ....... .. . .. ..... . ... . ... . . Precious Lord 

Eulogy 

Hymn #233 .... .. .. . . . .. .. . . .. . ... Lead, Kindly Light 

Recessional 

Interment 

~ niiij <liemeierl;! 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 

Drivers in the procession, please turn 
on headlights for safety. 

®bituartr 

Mrs. Charles Delon Braswell Reese, the eighth daughter 
of Arkaana and William Braswell, was born in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina. Her father died in 1926 and left her mother 
with ten daughters to rear. Her family's spiritual life was 
significant parts of her upbringing. She followed her 
mother's profession and also became a teacher. In 1946-50 
she taught at Castalia School in Nash County; 1950-55 she 
was a Federal Employee in Washington, DC; 1955-56 at 
Angie B. Duke School in Oxford; 1956-71 at Orange Street in 
Oxford and in the Rocky Mount School system from 1971 
until her retirement in 1981. In 1976 she was the Teacher of 
the Year at O.R. Pope School. She graduated from Elizabeth 
City State College in 1946; did graduate study in 1955-56 at 
Columbia University; additional study at N.C. Central in 1963 
and UNC Charlotte in 1976. 

Surviving are: three sisters, Josephine Braswell and Ruth 
B. Jones of Rocky Mount, Mae Braswell Leiby of Philadephia, 
PA; three neices, nine nephews, three step grandchildren and 
many friends. Her husband, J . C. Reese was predeceased. 

Funeral services will be at 12:30 pm on Saturday, October 
27 at Metropolitan Baptist Church with the Rev. Dr. J . E. 
Arnette officiating, Burial will follow at Unity Cemetery in 
Rocky Mount. 



11 1 Dr. WIiiiam Alphonza Reeves 
· In earlier years 

-
· Dr. Reeves, Owner 
Of Funeral Home . 

The Rev. Dr. William Alphoma 
Reeves, owner of the House of 
Reeves Funeral Home, died Mon
day at his home at 1800 Angier 
Ave. He was 60 years old. - · 

Reeves had operated the funeral 
honie since 1974. He also was associ
ate minister at Oak Grove Free 
Will Baptist Church. 

He was a native of Durham and 
was a. graduate of Hillside High 
School 

Reeves attended Eli?abeth City 
State University. According to the 
House of Reeves, he was the first 
male graduate of the licensed 
practical nursing program at Dur
ham Technical College and became 
the first man to be licensed as a 
practical nurse in North Carolina. 

The funeral will be conducted at 
3 p.m. Sunday at Oak Grove Free 
Will Baptist Church on Colfax 
Street by Elder Perry E. Tankard, 
who is Reeves' son-in-law, -and the 
Rev. ZD. Harris. · 

Reeves is survived by his former 
wife, Ms. Hallie Omega Lawson 
Reeves of Waldorf, Md.; two daugh
ters, Ms. Rona Tankard of Durham 
and Ms. Princess Reeves of Wal
dorf; his tnother, Mrs. Sarah R 
Reid of the home; one brother, 
James Reid Jr. of the home; and 
four grandchildren. 
· The family will receive friends 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Saturday at the 
House of Reeves chapel at 1800 
Angier Ave. 
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Funeral home 
owner dies 

Funeral services for Dr. William Al
plmza Reeves, oo. owner m the IJot1'le 
rA Reeves Funeral Ihm, will be held 
at 3 ~Sunday in Oak Grove Free 
Will · ClUrcb on Colfax Street. 
Cooducti.n2 will be Eder Perry E. 
Tankard, who is Reeves' soo-~law. and 
the Rev. z.n. Harris. 

He died MIDla)r in his tone at um 
Angier Ave. 

He had oPel'3ted the funeral tone 
since 1974. He was ll&'IOdate minister at 
Oak Grove Free Will Bap:ist Clwrch. 

He was a native m Durham and was a 
graduate m Hillside Hi2h School. He at
temed Elizabeth City~ University • 

.Aro:>rdtng to the IJot1'le m Reeves. he 
was the first male graduate m the 
licensed practical . at . 
Durham Technicai ~ .. ~ege 
and became the first man to be licemed 
a, a practical nurse in N<xth Carolina. 

Surviving are his two da1Ulbters. ~ 
Rona Tankard rA Durbamanil ~ ~ 
cess Reeves m Waldorf. Md.; bis mJth. 
er, Mrs. Sarah R. Reid m the tone; a 
bntber, JIIID!S Reid Jr. of the heme; 
and four grandchildren. -

'1be family will be at the Home cl. 
Reeves Cllape1 mm 1 to s p.m. Satur-
day. . .. 


