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The Order Of Service 

Musical Prelude 
EBC Combined Choirs/Spiritual Choir 

Processional 

Invocation 
Rev. Larry Hinton 

Hymn 
Lift Ev ry Voice and Sing 

Sacred Scriptures 

Old Testament- Psalm 91 Bishop Sheldon Mccarter 
New Testament - Romans 12 Rev. Calvin Runnels 

Prayer of Comfort 

Selection If I Can Help Somebody 

Bishop George Battle 

Mary Jenkins 

Tributes and Reflections 

Church Resolution Betty Brockman 

Personal Reflection - Former Governor James B. Hunt 

Personal Reflection - Julius Chambers 

Family Tribute April Ruffin-Adams 

Musical Tribute - Kappa Alpha Psi Hymn 

Meditative Moment (Read Obituary Silently) 
His Eye Is On The Sparrow 

Selection 

Eulogy 

Recessional 

If I Can t Say A Word Dr. Sir Walter Mack, Jr. 

Rev. John Mendez 

I m A Soldier In The Army Of The Lord 

Interment 
Evergreen Cemetery 



If I Can Help Somebody 

If I can help somebody 
As I travel along 
If I can help somebody 
With a word or song. 
If I can help somebody 
From doing wrong 
My living shall not be in vain. 
My living shall not be in vain. 
My living shall not be in vain 
If I can help somebody 
While I m singing this song 
My living shall not be in vain. 

Mother to Son 

Well, son, I II tell you: 
Life for me ain t been no crystal stair. 
It s had tacks in it, 
And splinters, 
And boards torn up, 
And places with no carpet on the floor 
Bare, 
But all the time 
I se been a-climbin on, 
And reachin landin s, 
And tumin comers, 
And sometimes goin in the dark 
Where there ain t been no light. 
So, boy, don t you turn back. 
Don t you set down on the steps, 
Cause you finds it s kinder hard. 

Don t you fall now 
For I se still goin , honey, 
I se still climbin , 
And life for me ain t been no crystal stair. 

- Langston Hughes 



- Reflections .. 

MR. BENJAMIN SYLVESTER RUFFIN, the son of Catherine and Benjamin S. Ruffin, was 
born on Thursday, December 11, 1941 in Durham, NC. He departed this life on Thursday, 
December 7, 2006. 

Ben completed his secondary education in the Durham City Schools, graduating from Hillside 
High School in 1960. He continued his pursuit of education at North Carolina Central 
University, completing the Bachelor of Science degree in 1964. He later earned the Master of 
Social Work (MSW) degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Ben has been 
hailed as an Educator, Civic Leader, and Humanitarian. 

During the civil rights protests of the 1960 s, Ben Ruffin put his life on the line working to help 
remove the vestiges of racism, Jim Crowism, segregation and discrimination. He moved from 
civil rights activist to major leadership responsibilities as Chairman of the Durham Housing 
Authority, and Director of a Durham based self-help group composed of 12 neighborhood 
councils working to improve housing, employment, and neighborhood environments. Other 
leadership positions include: Co-developer of United Durham, Inc.; Deputy Director of UDI 
Community development Corp.; Coordinator of Adult Education with Operation Breakthrough; 
and Director of the North Carolina Human Relations Council. Ben also served as First Vice 
Chair of the Durham committee on the Affairs of Black People during the Chairmanship of John 
H. Wheeler. ·· 

In 1977, Governor James B. Hunt, Jr. appointed Ben as Special Assistant for Minority Affairs. 
During his seven-year tenure (1977-1984) with the Governors Cabinet, Ben was instrumental 
in increasing the number of Black judges in the state of North Carolina and expanding the 
number of Blacks employed in state government. After serving as Special Assistant, Benjamin 
S. Ruffin moved into the corporate business world. He was appointed Vice President and 
Special Assistant to the President of North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company. In 1986, 
after two eventful years with President Bert Collins, Ben Ruffin was appointed Director of 
Corporate Affairs for R.J. Nabisco. In 1989, he became Vice President of Corporate Affairs at 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company. In this position, his responsibilities included leading the 
company s local, state, and national partnership with key minority businesses, civic and 
professional organizations. 

Ben Ruffin s list of leadership positions is extensive. He has shared his knowledge, skills and 
talents as: Chairman of the Corporate Round Table of the National Black Caucus of State 
Legislators; Chairman of the North Carolina Institute of Minority Economic Development; and 
member of the Boards of Directors of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, Mechanics 
and Farmers Bank, North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company, the National Business 
League and National Urban League, the UMCA of Greater Winston-Salem, and the Research 
Triangle Foundation of North Carolina. 



Ben was first appointed to the University of North Carolina s Board of Governors in 1991 for a 
four-year term of office. During his first and second four year terms on the Board, he served as 
Vice Chair for two years and as Secretary in 1995-96. On July 10, 1998, Ruffin made headlines 
as he vied for the UNC position. On July 11, 1998, The Herald-Sun announced UNG Board 
names 1st Black chairman, Ben Ruffin, Hillside High alumnus and former chairman of the 
Durham Housing Authority. He was elected to a two-year term as chairman of the UNG Board · 
of Governors, the 32 member policy-making body for the 16 campus University of North Carolina 
System. Ruffin was the 10th person and the first black person to hold this position since the 
board was created in 1972. Ben won the election by one vote. In 2000, after his first successful 
two-year tenure as Board Chairman, Ben was re-elected unanimously for a 2nd term on the UNG 
Board. This glass ceiling breakthrough to become chairman with his humanitarian leadership 
style brought honor and great praise. 

At the time of his death, Ben served as President and Chief Executive officer of his company, 
The RUFFIN Group, which he organized October 4, 1999. He had one Executive Assistant, 
Essie C. McCullough, in the company that specialized in Government Relations, Public Affairs 
and Community Relations. 

Ben received many awards and honors during his brilliant career of extraordinary achievements. 
Among them are: eight honorary degrees from colleges and universities; the 1991 NAACP Kelly 
Miller Alexander Humanitarian Award; the North Carolina Kappa Man of the Year Award; 
Distinguished Alumni Awards from the University of North Carolina School of Social Work; the 
North Carolina Association of Black County Officials Frederick Douglas Leadership Award; and 
the National Urban Leagues Donald H. McGannan Citation. Ben was a Life and Golden 
Heritage member of the NAACP, a Prince Hall Mason, and former polemarch of the Winston
Salem Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. In addition to his many accomplishments, Ben 
was an active member of Emmanuel Baptist Church serving as a Sunday School Teacher and 
Usher. He was an avid golfer and jogger. 

Many loving and dear memories will be cherished by his wife of 31 _ years, Avon; two 
daughters, April Ruffin-Adams (Fred) and Benita. In addition to his wife and children, he is 
survived by one brother, Fred (Patricia Ann) Ruffin and three sisters, Celestine Mciver, Carolyn 
Blount, Cheryl Smith, all of Durham, NC; in-laws, Carolyn (George) Napoleon of Amityville, NY 
and Lillian (Charlie) Morgan, Thomas Long, Jr., Mary Lowe (Greg), George Long and Ruth Long, 
all of Salisbury, NC; a host of nieces, nephews, and very special friends. 

Ben was honored by Dominion in 2003 among Strong Men and Women for his achievement as 
an outstanding African-American. Big River Advertisement stated: Benjamin S. Ruffin is not just 
a trailblazer for African-American ideals He is a trailblazer for every American s ideals. 



Lift Ev ry Voice and Sing 
James Weldon Johnson 

Lift ev ry voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty 
Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list ning skies, 
Le it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
We have come, treading our path thro the blood of the slaughtered. 

Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might,, led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God , where we met Thee, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee. 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand, 

True to our god, true to our native land. 



Acknowledgement 

The family of the late Benjamin S. Ruffin would like to acknowledge 
with sincere gratitude all of the comforting acts of love, compassion, 

and thoughtfulness that have been extended to us during this difficult time. 
We would like you to know that your prayers have helped to ease the pain 

of our sudden loss. We know that Ben (Daddy) would feel blessed to 
know that each of you held him close in your hearts. It is our hope that 
when you think of him, you will let the work that he did speak for him. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that contributions be made to: 

The Benjamin S. Ruffin Scholarship Fund 
NCCU Foundation 
P. 0 . Box 25111 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 
(On memo line, please put Benjamin S. Ruffin Scholarship) 

Miss Me, But Let Me Go 
When I come to the end of the day, 

And the sun has set for me. 
I want no rites in a gloom-fi lled room. 

Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little, but not too long, 
And not with you head bowed low. 

Remember the love we once shared--
Miss me, but let me go. 

For this is a journey we all must take, 
And each must go alone. 

It's all part of the Masters Plan, 
A step on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick at heart 
Go to the friends we know. 

And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds--
Miss me, but let me go 



Floral Bearers 
The Silhouettes of Kappa Alpha Psi 

Honorary Floral Bearers 
The Moles, Inc. 

Winston-Salem Chapter of the Links, Inc. 

Pall Bearers 
Members of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

Fred Acree 
John Allen 

Mike Asbury 
Garrett Bolden 
Derrick Boone 
Michael Suggs 

Alfred White , Sr. 

Honorary Pall Bearers 
Bachelor Benedict Club 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
North Carolina Association of Guardsmen 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 

On your own understanding; 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 

Will make your paths straight. 

~ 
Russell 

822 Carl Russell Avenue 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27101 

"'lJedicated 'To Serve You 1Jetter" 





NCCU chief is 
on short list to 
head Fla. A&M 
Ammons is an 
alumnus, worked 
there for 18 years 

BY JAMIE SCHUMAN 
jschuman@heraldsun.com; 918-1046 

N.C. Central University 
Chancellor James Ammons 
is on the short list to become 
president of Florida A&M Uni
versity, where he graduated 
.from college and worked for 
18yeats .. •, -

Anmion.s, provost at Florida 
A&M before he eame to NCCU 
in 2001, was one of six candi
dates presented for consider
ation Thursday to the Tulla-

hassee institution's trustees. 
Only one other short-listed 

candidate is a university pres
ident. 
Florida 

A&M, a histori
cally black uni
versity, hopes 
to name a 
new president 
by March, a 
spokeswoman 
there said. 

AMMONS A min o n s , 
who · is from 
Winter Haven, 

Fla., said a head-hunting firm 
contacted . him,...~bout the~ 
But he said he be~ consider
ing the .nomination' after peo-

. see AMMONS I page A4 
-,._ 

• THE HERALD·SUN I FILE PHOTO BY KEVIN SEIFERT 

Ben Ruffin (right) gives J. Bradley Wilson a congratulatory 
hug as the UNC Board of Governors announces Wilson as 
Mr. Ruffin's successor as chairman on July 12, 2002. 

State-activist Ben 
Ruffin dies at 64 
Durham native was 
r~i~P.n noor hPr~mP 

stricken at his home in the 
Wmston-Salem suburb of Lew
isville after jogging T,hursday 
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The testimony came in the 
trial of Arthur Farnsworth, 
who is accused of tax evasion . 

When agents searched 
Farnsworth's home near Sell
ersville, they found docu
ments suggesting Farnsworth 
owned several bogus trusts, 
Morris said. Among them was 
one designed to. hide mon,ey 

,and asse_t~-t-0 ioid P,ayment, 
of federal inco . taxes. : 
. Snipes own d a~. : ilar 
trust; accordtlgt9 '( '•: ny 
by Wayne Rebuck, a: rtiter 
director at t_he company that 
sold the trusts . 

Snipes, star of the "Blade" 
trilogy, "Jungle Fever" and 
"White Men Can't Jump," 
was indicted in October on 
eight counts of tax fr11ud. 

The 44-year-old acf6r. 'has 
said he is a scapegoat and 
was unfairly targeted by 
prosecutors. 

Clooney wants 
in Bollywood 

NEW DELlil - George 
Clooney says he'd like to ap
pear in one of India's spectac
ular song-and,clance-movies. 

"I'd love to. There are 
some filmmakers whose 
films when you see [them] 
you say, 'That could be an in
teresting story to tell,' " the 
45-year--0ld actor said in an 
interview Thursday on the 
private CNI'{-IBN channel. 

Clooney said he's a fan of 
Bollywood, India's prolific 
Hindi film industry, and is 
impressed by the way it ·has 
expanded. 

"It seems like the Indian 
filmmakers are · _pushing 
boundaries in terms of push
ing the censors. I think it's 
[Bollywood] an interesting 
place for filmmakers to go," 
he said. 

- From wire reports 

:AROLINA-LOffERY . 

RUFFIN 
FRO~ PAGE Al 

in the las half-century. Ben's 
death is special loss to me. 
He's probably the hardest 
workin{:,4:>ersqn with whom I 
ever ,wot~ed. People saiq at 
the tiIµe that he was the ~n,Iy 
person .- who outworked the 
governor. \ 

"He worked tirelessly to see 
that everyone could be part of 
the North Carolina dream." 

Dw·ham Mayor Bill Bell 
said word of Mr. Ruffin's death 
came as a complete shock. · 

"I was in Orlando yesterday, 
he called me and I called him 
back," Bell said. "We were 
trying to meet [Thw·sday]. ... 
I told him after I got back to 
town I'd call him after looking 
at my calendar." 

Made an impact 
Bell called Mr. Ruffl.n's im

pact on the community "im
measurable." 

"He made contributioqs in 
so many different ways, from 
his time as a community activ
ist to the time he was working 
with the governor, and his con
tributions on the [UNC] Board 
of Governors," Bell said. 
·"An_d the little things he'd do 
in terms of. staying in contact 
with people in the community. 

"It's a shock. I've had some 
things to shock me, but tlu_tt's 
one of the biggest shocks." 

Lavonia Allison, chairwom
an of the Durham Committee 
on the Affairs of Black People, 
said Mr. Ruffin was a man re
spe'cted in everything · ~e did 
who "always gave -200 perce.nt 
as a public-servarit,:' ; 

The Durham Comntittee 
honored Mr. Ruffin in 2005, 
citing his contributions as an 

Rll~M 

educator, civic leader, human- with it," Michaux said. "He 
itarian, motivator, organizer had a sense of community 
and visionary. and a sense of pride. He had 

ity, lead the N.C. Human Rela
tions Council, become a senior 
corporate · official with North 
Carolina Mutual Life Insur
ance Co. of Durham and R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. of Win
ston-Salem, and ~erve two 
terms as UNC Board. of G-Ov-

State Sen. Jeanne Lucas a sense of knowing where he 
of Durham said Mr. Ruffln's was going." 
death "leaves a terrible void Bpwles said Mr. Ruffin's 
in North Carolina." 16 , years on · the UNC board 

State ,Reg. Paul Luebke of wei"a remarkable statement 
Durhant• said l\{lr. Ruffin had ab · t the re~pe~t -~~d trust" he 
s,uch reµiarkable !ikills, that . ea,rn d from his ,_{eltow board 
Gov. Jim mµ1t ch9se liim in memlb~rs. • 

ern:ors cliaj.rm~. ~ I 
1As' cl1airtnan,!Mr Ruffin was · 

lauded by colleagu s for his in- '
si11tence1on inclusion and pai·
ticipati n in board debate.s. He 
cited hi personal experiences 
and struggles for equalitYl'. 

1977 as his special assistant t "--:-~ Ben will always be re
for minority affairf/. membered for · his positive 

"He'll be sorely missed," outlook on life, his great loyal-
Luebke said. ty and determination, and his 

Education a priority 
At the time of his death, Mr. 

Ruffin was an emeritus mem
ber of the UNC system's Board 
of Governors, which oversees 
the system's 16 campuses. 

Mr. Ruffin would sometimes 
talk about growing up in pov
erty in Durham and how his 
mother, Catherine, encour
aged him to excel in school, 
said James Ammons, NC<::U 
chancellor and friend of Mr. 
Ruffin. 

"He really did come from 
the rough side of the moun
tain, and I think because of 
that, he learned to care for 
other people and to try to al
ways make it better for them," 
Ammons said, adding that Mr. 
Ruffin established a scholar
ship fund at the university in 
honor of his late mother. 

Besides excelling in school, 
Mr. Ruffin also was heav
ily involved in the civil rights 
movement in Durham. He and 
otllers helped organize sit
ins and other demonstrations 
aime.d at integrating business
es in Durham, said state Rep. 
Mickey Michaux, D-Durham. , 
The activists' work served as 
a model for similar efforts 
across the state and the South, 
Michaux said. 

"Ben was always out front 

bedrock belief in the power of 
education to make our state a 
better place,'' Bowles said. 

"The leadership and wisdom 
that Ben Ruffin brought to ev
erything he did will positively 
impact the lives of the people 
of North Carolina for genera
tions to come.!' 

"You are a creature of your 
environment. My environment 
[growing up] was one where I 
was excluded," l).e said when 
he stepped aside in 2002. "So 
when I got the chance, I erred 
on the side of inclusion. I know 
what a university can do, and 
1 know what it .did for me per-
sonally." -

'A great guy' Ruffin surprised many peo-
Brad Wilson, a former chair- pie when, in 1978, he went to 

man of the UNC Board of Gov- work as a special assistant 
ernors, was vice-chairman un- for minority affairs · for Gov. 
. der Mr. Ruffin, whom he knew Hunt, longtime friend .Maceo 1 
for more than 30 years. Sloan said. / 

"Ben was a great guy and "He had been an outside 1 
we're going to miss him, that's activist, and I think what hap- ) 
for sure," Wilson said. "Ben pened when he decided .to , 
was a passionate and articu- work for the governor is he re- / 
late spokesman for the many . alized it'~ :Hot easier. to change II 
issues that he cared about in things {tom the -inside," said 
North Carolina." Sloan, who knew Ruffin grow-

The iss'(les weren't limited ing ·up and workeq,.with ~ at 
to leadership in higher educa- Durhatn's ,North Carplina-Mu
tion, Wilso,h said, bpt included tual' Life Insuran¢e_ Qf, ~ 
civil rights, access and quality At. th~ time t o'f, 1iisrfd~ 
¥1 high~r ~ducation or "helps the Hilfsid~Jiij~S~oot)~. 
mg a frienp." . . . ·Central Un,ive~.s Cf ~ , , , ~ 

When Mr. Rut'fin spoke m .... altintnus . was: lM.ijwg n 
suppo~t ?fl ~ha~' he. believed,_ consµl~ing , fix:~-... "'., . . . fin 
"he did it ,with great energy· Group: . .· ; l:: ;cN! . .._ 10 
an_d the ~tmost compassi011/' -;''. •:~ .. Ruffin i$1~ i°d,bf-his 
Wilson said, . . .· wife, 1\Y.Jt!l; ans\~tw.q'WU!dren. 
· Mr. Ruffin cut his leadership Funeral arrangements were 
teeth in the civil rights pro- incomplete Thursday night. 

· tests of the 1960s, then went - Staff writer Ray Gronberg and The 
on to work with Hunt, chair Associated Press contributed to this 
the Durham Housing Author- story. 1 

.-
not appear to , agree with the it's a noble mission and it's the stead on training and advising 
nn._ . .,.;,,,,;""'a """"lmtinn thsit riaht mission." the Iraqi army._ He rejecte~ 



E A T u R E D 
BEN, AN, 

On May 13. I 999. the U nive~siry of Nonh Caroiina Board of Governors, 
chaired by Benjamin S. Ruffin. met on the campus at North Carolina Central 
University. The Board is the policy-ma.Icing body of the University of North 
Carolina. The oldest public university in America, ,he University includes 16 
North Carolina public institutions that grant baccalaureate degrees and enroll 
more than 154.000 students. UNC campuses offer distinguished liberal-arts 
programs. two medical schools and one reaching hospital. two law schools. a 
veterinary school, a school of pharmacy, ten nursing programs. fifteen schools 
of education. three schools of engineering, and a specialized school for per
forming anises. Also under the auspices of the University are the UNC Center 
for Public Television with an I ]-station statewide broadcast network. and the 
NC School of Science and Mathematics. the nation's first public residential 
high school for gifted students. On July 10. 1998. Ruffin became the first 
African American to serve as chair of the Board. 

"To serve" is an appropriate phrase to describe Ben Ruffin ·s stance because, discussing his election. Ruffin has noted that 
he has not wanted a position ; he has wanted to serve. He reiterates that philosophy again and again as he reflects on the 
many experiences and challenges he has met prior to reaching this distinction. 

Ruffin. born in Durham on December 11, I 941, is one of the five children of Mrs. Catherine and the late Benjamin 
Ruffin. The family lived on Carroll Street in a poor neighborhood in close proximity to downtown Durham. Duke 
University. and North Carolina Central University. Ruffin and his siblings learned a strong work ethic from their mother 
who expected them to excel in their jobs that supplemented the family income and in their studies. They were encouraged 
to find role models beyond their immediate surroundings and to set goals comparable to those of Durham · s exemplary 
educators and business leaders. Ruffin sold newspapers at age ten and opened a shoeshine stand at age fourteen. He 
speaks proudly of going to Boykins' Taylor Shop nine times asking for a job; on the tenth day Boykins rewarded his per
sistence by hiring him to repair seams and hem pants. But, Ruffin insists. he gained much more from that job than needed 
dollars: he listened and learned as customers. mostly men, came in and talked about politics, business, social and civic 
concerns, religion. and education. There he became keenly aware of Durham's reputation as a progressive Southern city 
for blacks, of the fact that black businesses could prosper, and of the prestige of Nonh Carolina College, now NCCU, 
among colleges and universities for blacks during the time of segregation. 

Ruffin now sits on boards of businesses. including one of the leading Durham-based black businesses: Mechanics and 
Farmers Bank. In 1984 Ruffin joined N .C. Mutual as a vice president for community relations, helping the company to 
take a more active role in the life of its community and customers. ·. 

Ruffin was co-developer of United Durham, Inc.; deputy director of UDI Community Development Corporation; and 
coordinator of adult education with Durham's Operation Breakthrough. He is a former chairman of the Durham Housing 
Authority and former vice chairman of the Durham Committee of the Affairs of Black People . 

In 1977 North Carolina Governor James B. Hunt named Ruffin as director of the N.C. Human Relations Council: in 
I 978. Hunt named him as special :s istant for minority affairs. Ruffin served as a liaison to black leaders in the state and 
secured qualified black applicant~ , judgeships and positions within the Hunt administration. Hunt appointed the first 
biack judge to the NC Supreme Court and the first black to the governor·s cabinet. It was after Hunt"s leaving office in 
1984 that Ruffin was employed at North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company. 

Since 1986 Ruffin has been vice president for corporate affairs for R.J. Reynolds Nabisco. Inc. in Winston Salem. Ruffin 
communicates with key minority groups for RJR, including the National Urban League and the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People. He describes the company line to these groups. explaining issues such as the pro
posed tobacco settlements and tobacco advertising. He explains groups· concerns to the company's top executives, as 
well. In late 1989 when black leaders from around the country criticized Reynolds for test marketing Uptown cigarettes 
in Philadelphia. Ruffin was called upon to smooth relations with some leaders. Ruffin says he used the Up town experi
ence to educate the company 's executives, not to humiliate them. He has since worked more closely with the marketing 
department to make sure it remains respectful of minority communi ties. 

6------------------------



VE SON 
A L u M N u s 

Ben Ruffin joined the UNC Board of Governors in 1991 and served as its vice chainnan fo r two years pri or to his elec
tion as chairman. A current member and former two-term vice chairman of the Board 's Committee on Business and 
Finance. Ruffin has served on several ad hoc committees and on the Inaugural Committee for President Molly Broad. 
which on April 28-29 . 1998. held events on three campuses: the installation ceremony was held in North Carolina State 
University' s Reynolds Coliseum: a fo rmal dinner was held at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill; an academic 
convocation honoring teaching and learning across the University was held in B.N. Duke Auditorium at North Carolina 
Central University, with Ruffin presiding. 

Ruffin holds a bachelor·s degree from North Carolina Central University. a master' s degree in social work from UNC
Chapel Hill. and honorary doctorates from Edward Waters College. Elizabeth City State University, Fayetteville State 
University. North Carolina A & T State University, and North Carolina Central University. Ruffin 's wife. Avon Long 
Ruffin. is an NCCU alumnae: the couple have two daughters. April and Benita. 

Ruffin has spoken at many of the universities in the system and has attended meetings of alumni and friends of the insti
tution. He has initiated the holding of the monthly Board meeting on the various campuses. In August. he addressed the 
NCCU class of 2002 as an alumnus and as Chairman of the Board of Governors. Ruffin congratulated NCCU for having 
completed its self-study report this Spring and for having received a favorable formal on-site review of the institution by 
the Commission of Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS ). 

As chair of the UNC Board of Governors. Ben Ruffin will serve the entire University System as the University meets its 
many challenges of the twenty-first century: he will lead as the Board ensures that tuition rates do not exceed the abilities 
of most of the state's residents to pay; that faculty and staff salaries are competitive with those at comparable institutions 
throughout the country; that anticipated increases in enrollment are met competently: that campuses are enhanced to meet 
advancements in technology. including communications and distance learning; that integrity is maintained in academic. 
athletic. social. and cultural programs: and that the public is a welcome sharer in the life of the University. 

Ruffin desires the cooperation of all as the University continues to fulfill its mission of providing opportunities for educa
tion for all who are motivated to achieve. When asked what he received from NCCU that helped prepare him for the 
esteemed position he now holds. the first things he mentioned were the institution's openness to serious students and its 
atmosphere and expectation of excellence. He recalled the time he and classmates spent in the homes of faculty members: 
the required vespers, cultural events, and lecture series: and the trips to sports events during which faculty, staff. and visi
tors complemented classroom assignments by helping students grasp larger. broader realities of life and learning. He 
talked about faculty and staff knowing students by name and advising. praising. or reprimanding them regardless of 
major. He hesitated to specify names for fear of missing some: all, he said, convinced students that they wanted them to 
succeed through discipline and hard work. He acknowledged that times have indeed changed and that some practices that 
helped to mold his life may no longer be practical. He insisted, however. that integrity in programs and in performance 
must remain constant. Acknowledging the impending increases in enrollments. he noted that NCCU and all of the other 
institutions with space must provide and promote their distinctive programs to attract promising students . He urged 
increased financial investments in the schools and the students. At NCCU he has established the endowed Catherine 
Wallace Ruffin scholarship in honor of his mother . 

. During the conversation. he emphasized the responsibility of parents and communities in restoring discipline and appro
priate priorities for young children who will progress through high school and into college. He asked that alumni and 
friends of the University help identify potential students who will go into higher education and support them in as many 
ways as possible. He cited. for example. a mentoring program which Kappas in Winston-Salem have provided for a 
group of male high school juniors and seniors who need guidance. 

The need tO spend such time with young people and their families is a subject to which Ruffin returns repeatedly as he 
talks about the challenges and opportunities that abound for the University of North Carolina. He echoes the voices of his 
many mentors as he sees education as the foundation of a wholesome society. Ruffin is full y aware of the magnitude of 
the charge that the UNC Board of Governors must meet: again recalling his mentors. as chainnan of that Board he sees 
himself in yet another welcome opportunity to serve. 

------------------------1 
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Ben Ruffin, 
A Child of the West End, 

A Man of Durham, 
Died December 7 

Mrs. Florine Roberson reminisced about Ben Ruffin. 
They were both from the West End Community · of Dur-
ham. " 

Mrs. Roberson said Ben and his family lived near her 
·family on Carroll Street. "The West End community was 
like a big family. The community. helped to rear all the 
neiahborhood children," said Mrs. Roberson. "We were 0 . 

poor, bµt didn't let that stop us. I spoke to Fred Ruffin, 
Ben's brother, recently and he talked about 'putting 
cardboard in our shoes' before we went to school. We 
laugh about it now. but that was the way it was then. Fred 
sold newspapers to help his family and Ben shined 
shoes." 

Mrs. Roherson said · she thought B~n might become a 
minister. "Ben would stop what he wus doing to listen to 
Rev. Yclvertpn at J p.m.on the rndio.'1 

~ : 

The 11assion for justice colllinued through his life. "What 
l loved about B1.•n was that he nevet forgot from whence · 
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cided to take him home to rest." Mrs. Roberson said. 
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chairman Ruffin dies 
By Elizabeth Dunbar 

RALEIGH (AP) - Benjamin S. ·Ruffin, a one-time aide to 
Gov. Jim Hunt and the first black chairman-of the state uni
versity system's governing board~ died Dec. 7 of an apparent 
heart attack, a university spokeswoman said. 

Ruffin, 64, suffered the heart attack at his home in the 
Winston-Salem suburb of Lewisville on Dec. 7 morning and 
could not be revived, said University of North Carolina sys
tem spokeswoman Joni Worthington. 

"Ben will always be remembered for his positive outlook 
on life, his great loyalty and determination, and his bedrock 
belief in the power of education to make our state a better 
place," UNC President Erskine Bowles said in a statement. 

In 1998, Ruffin became the first black person to be elected 
chairman of the university system's board of governors. The 
board oversees the university's 16-campus system. At the 
time, he was also a vice president for cm:porate affairs at R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco, but retired the next year to focus on his 
work with the university system. 

Ruffin served as board chairman until 2002 and was an 
emeritus member ~t the time of his death. The other emeritus 
member of the board is former Gov. Jim Holshouser, whose 
wife, Pat, died Dec. 6. · 

Jim Phillips, the boafd's current chairman, said Ruffin 
cared deeply about the future of the university system. 

"The plaere where he made the most difference was in fight
ing to ensure access to all of our. universities for all of our 
p9tential students no matter w~~t their backgr!)und was," 
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North Carolina Central University, and later became an ad- '• 'Ber: 
vocate for the ·school. He also received a master's in social 
work from UNC Chapel Hill. 

Ruffin would sometimes talk about growing up in poverty 
_ in Durham and how his mother encouraged him to excel in 
school, said James Ammons, the chancellor of N.C. Central 
and a friend of Ruffin' s. · 

"He really did come from the rough side of the mountain, 
and I think because of that he learned to care for other people 
and to try to always make it better fot them," Ammons said, 
adding that Ruffin established a scholarship fund at the uni
versity in honor of his late mother, Catherine. 

Besides excelling in school,)!uffin also became heavily in
volved in- the civil . rights movement in Durham. He and 
others help'ed organize sit-i~~ aqd .. other demonstrations 
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Ruffin received · a bachelor's degree in education from 
North Carolina Central University, and later became an ad
vocate for the school. He also received a master's in social 
work from UNC Chapel Hill. 

Ruffin would sometimes talk about growing up in poverty 
. in Durham and how his mother encouraged him to excel in 

school, said James Ammons, the chancellor of N.C. Central 
and a friend of Ruffin' s. · 

"He really did come from the rough side of the mountain, 
and I think because of that he learned to care for other people 
and to try to always make it better for them," Ammons said, 
adding that Ruffin established a scholarship fund at the uni
versity in honor of his late mother, Catherine. 

Besides excelling in school, Ruffin also became heavily in
volved in- the civil rights movement in Durham. He and 
others help'cd organize sit-ins and other demonstrations 
aimed at integrating businesses in Durham, said state Rep. 
Mickey Michaux, D-Durham: The activists' work served as a 
model for similar efforts across the ~tate and the South, 
Michaux said. 

"Ben was always out front with it," Michaux said. "He had 
~ sense ~f. community and a sense of pride. He had a sense of 
knowing where he was going." 

Ruffin surprised many people when in 1978 he went to 
work . as a special assistant for minority affairs for Hunt. 
longtime friend Maceo Sloan said. 

"He had been an outside activist, and I think what happened 
when he decided to work for the governor is he realized it's a 
lot easier to change things from the inside." suid Sloan. who 
knew Ruffin growing up and worked with him at Durham's 
North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance_ Co. for a time. 

As he became a successful businessman und eventually an 
executive at R.J. Reynolds, Ruffin never forgot his h.u:k
ground, Sloan said. 

"He knew everybody. From the people in the executive of
fice· in the boardroom down to the people in the streets." 
Sloan said. "He was still the same Ben Ruflin that we all 
grew up with." 

~uffin is survived by his wife, Avon, and two children. 
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' Durham native Ben Ruffin, shown in this 2001 photo, was the first African American to c~alr the University of North Carolina Board 
of Governors. He earned a bachelor's degree from N.C. Central University and a masters frqm UNC Chapel Hill. 

Ben Ruffin. remembered 
Durham n«tive put life on the line for civil rights and equality for blacks 
By Sommer Brokaw 
THE TRIANGLE TRIBUNE 

Born in a low-income West 
End Durham neighborhood, 
Benjamin S. Ruffin traveled in · 
high circles, but he never forgot 
his humble beginnings. 

'Tad.mired Ben's ability to not 
become a personality," said Car
nell Robinson, chairman of the 
North Carolina Legislative 

Black . Caucus, and a close 
friend. ''He focused on things 
that were important to the 
everyday man." 

Ruffin died of an apparent 
heart attack Dec. 7 at his Win
ston-Salem home. He is sur
vived by his wife, Avon,, and two 
daughters. 
. Educated in Durham Public 

Schools, Ruffin graduated in 

1960 from Hillside High. He 
earned a bachelor's of science 
degree from North Carolina 
Central and later a master's 
degree in social work from UNC 
at Chapel Hill. 

''He was a tremendous person 
and a great family man," said 
NCCU Athletics Director and 
close friend Bill Hayes. "He 
See BENon4A 

" He was a 
tremendous 
person and a 
great family 
man. " 
N.C. Central University . 
Athletics Director Bill Hayes, 
a close friend of Ben Ruffi~'s. · 

Ballance 
seeks 
relieton 
sentence 
Convicted ex-congressman 
serving a 4-year stretch 
THE ASSOCIATED PRE:sS 

· HENDERSON - Former U.S. Rep. Fri 
Ballance, sent to prison last year for funnel 
tax dollars into his nonprofit 
foundation, is asking a judge to 
change or void his four-year sen
tence. 

Ballance's request claims his 
case w~ improperly "wired," or 
linked ~ a criminal charge 
against.his son Garey, a former 
state district judge. 

He also claims that neither he Ballance 
nor his attorney were present 
when a judge asked prosecutors about thej< 
indictment, and that U.S. attorneys ·lied 

, their case against him. . 
Ballance was charged in Sept.ember 2 

with one felony count of conspiracy to com 
· mail fraud by siphoning more than $100,00 

state funds from the John A Hyman Mem 
al Fol.llldation he operated to help poor pe< 
fight drug and alcohol abuse. 

Garey Ballance was charged at the si 
time with one misdemeanor count of failin 
file a federal income tax return. 

Both pleaded guilty and were sentence< 
October 2005. 

Garey Ballance received nine monthE 

See EX-CONGRESSMAN on 4A 
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High schools to undergo re-design 
Continued from page 1 A 

flagship high school is located 
in Napa, Calif. 

Research on the school
within-a-school shows that it 
has the advantage of being a 
cost-effective way t.o obtain 
the benefits of a small-school 
environment. However, a dis
advantage can be a potential 
rivalry between the larger 
and smaller schools. . 

'Tvf! hild an opportunity t.o 
visit a couple of New Tech 
High Schools, and I was very 
impr~sed with what was 
taking place," Hillside Princi
pal Earl Pappy said. 

"I'm excited about it 
because it gives our students 
another avenue; it's another 
service we c;an provide. I 
think you will see an increase 
in student production and 
their success." 

The Southern School of 
Engineering, based on anoth
er 'project-based curriculum 
developed by the Boston 
Museum of Science, will be at 
Southern. The e11gineering 
courses will serve as a foun
dation for Project Lead the 
Way courses developed by 
Duke University. 

Southern Principal Rod 

Teal did not return calls by 
press time. 

Minnie Brown, who repre
sents the Concerned Citizens 
of Durham and also sits on a 
parent advisory committee 
that reports t.o State Superin
tendent June Atkinson, said 
she first heard about the pro
gram in the media. 

"I feel like the pare:nts need 
t.o be more involved and have 
some kind of input, and make 
sure it's the best for our chil
dren," she said: 

But Mozingo said it will 
only be good for the students, 
and they were in the process 

of informing parents of the 
new models. But they have 
been busy trying t.o accom
plish a lot on a short timeline. 

''In no way will these mod
els subtract, they will only 
enliailce, extend and 
improve," she said. 

Jack Gibson, PI'A president 
of Durham Public Schools, 
said "the schools are growing 
and changing by leaps and 
bounds." As far as the STEM 
proj~, he said "With a little 
bit. niore understanding, 
everyone will appreciate 
them, but right now it's one of 
those new buzz words." 

Ben Ruffm made mark in business, education 
Continued from page 1 A 
worked extremely hard at 
everything he undertook. He 
was an achiever and· failure 
wasn't ,a part of his vocabu
lary." 

Ruffin participated in the 
1960s' civil rights protests, 
putting his life on the line t.o 
fight racism. · 

"He earned and rightly 
demanded allegiance from 
people around him to the· 
cause of breaking down the 
barriers of discrimination," 
said Ed Stewart, president of 
UDI Community Develop
ment Gorp. "He put his life at 
risk many times by being hit 
by a rock or shot while he was 
marching or protesting, but 
he had a purpose." 

Ruffin fought racism as a 
special assistant t.o former 
Governor Jim Hunt. During 
his seven-y~ tenure assist
ing the governor, he was 
instrumental in increasing 
the number of black judges 

and state employees. 
"I especially admired that 

during the time he served as 
special assistant to the gover
nor, he was not only the gov
ernor's representative t.o 
black folks, he was our repre
sentative t.o the governor," 
Robinson said. "Consequent
ly, much of Gov. Hunt's pro
gressive agenda was the 
result of mi, tremendous 
respect for Ben and Ben's 
relentless advocacy for black 
inclusion in all areas of public 
life." 

Ruffin made hist.ory in 1998 
by becoming the first black 
chairman of the 32-member 
policymaking body for the 16-
campus University of North 
Carolina system. He served 
two consecutive two-year 
terms. 

''He was· very passionate 
about making sure that col
lege education remained 
affordable," said William 
Smith, who worked with Ruf-

fin on the UNC Board of Gov
ernors. "I admired his ability 
t.o organize people, t.o bring 
people together; he could 
make a speech to face what
ever obstacles there were. He 
is going t.o be missed." 

During the chairmanship of 
John H. Wheeler, Ruffin held 
the position of first vice-chair 
of the Durham Committee on 
the Affairs of Black People. As 
director of corporate affairs 
for RJR Nabisco, he went t.o 
R.J. Reynolds 'Ibbacc9 Com
pany in 1986, where he 
served as vice-president of 
corporate affairs from 1989-
99. 

Before joining RJR, he was 
vice-president and special 
assistant to the president of 
N.C. Mutual Life Insurance. 

''We both had humble 
beginnings," said Kimberly 
Moore, manager of public 
relations at the Mutual. 'Tm 
from a small t.own in 
Louisiana. It's comforting. t.o 

know that you don't have t.o 
have all the financial and 
class resources, but you could 
still be a giant among men, 
which he was." 

At the time of his death, 
Ruffin was president of The 
Ruffin Group, a comprehen
sive public affairs and con
sulting firm in Winstori
Salem. His funeral services 
were held last Tuesday at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
in Wmston-Salem. In lieu of 
flowers, guests were asked t.o 
make .1onations t.o the Ben
jamin S Ruffin Scholarship 
Fund. ';I'hei cholarship goes t.o 
deserving stild~,at NCGU. 

Donations can . ade t.o: • 
Katey Assem, Vice C · - · 
lor for Institutional Advance
ment, NCCU Foundation, 
P.O. Box 52446, Durham, NC 
27717. Checks should be 
made payable t.o the NCCU 
Foundation; in the memo sec
tion, write Benjamin Ruffin 
Scholarship Fund. 

Ex ~congressm.an .wants sentence reduced. 
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FormerUNC Board 
of Governors 
chairman Ruffin dies 

By Elizabeth Dunbar 
RALEIGH (AP) - Benjamin S. ·Ruffin, a one-time aide to 

Gov. Jim Hunt and the first black chairman-·of the state uni-
versity system's governing board, died Dec. 7 of an apparent 
heart attack, a university spokeswoman said. 

Ruffin, 64, suffered the heart attack at his home in the 

_ _ :_, - - --i"':~ 
Winston-Salem suburb of Lewisville on Dec. 7 morning and 

. could not be revived, said University of North Carolina sys-
tern spokeswoman Joni Worthington. 

"Ben will always be remembered for his positive outlook 

l, 
on life, his great loyalty and determination, and his bedrock 
belief in the power of education to make our state a better 

'eel Foster as Its new place," UNC President Erskine Bowles said in a statement. 
at Peace Missionary In 1998, Ruffin became the first black person to be elected 

chairman of the university system's board of governors. The 

ncellor 
board oversees the university's 16-campus system. At the 
time, he was also a vice president for COIJ)orate affairs at R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco, but retired the next year to focus on his 

or work with the university system. 
Ruffin served as board chairman until 2002 and was an 

emeritus member ~t the time of his death. The other emeritus 

) 
member of the board is former Gov. Jim Holshouser, whose 
wife, Pat, died Dec. 6. 
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North Carolina Central University, and later became an ad-
vocate for the school. He also received a master's in social 
work from UNC Chapel Hill. 

Ruffin would sometimes talk about growing up in poverty 
in Durham and how his mother encouraged him to excel in 
school, said James Ammons, the chancellor of N.C. Central 
and a friend of Ruffin's. 

"He really did come from the rough side of the mountain, 
and I think because of that he learned to care for other people 
and to try to always make it better for them," Ammons said, 
adding that Ruffin established a scholarship fund at the uni
versity in honor of his late mother, Catherine. 

Besides excelling in school, Ruffin also became heavily in
volved in-the civil rights movement in Durham. He and 
others help~d organize sit-ins and other demonstrations 
aimed at integrating businesses in Durham, said state Rep. 
Mickey Michaux, D-Durham. The activists' work served as a 
model for similar efforts across the state and the South. 
Michaux said. 

"Ben was always out front with it," Michaux said. "He had 
a sense of community and a sense of pride. He had a sense of 
knowing where he was going." 

Ruffin surprised many people when in 1978 he went to 
work as a special assistant for minority affairs for Hunt. 
longtime friend Maceo Sloan said. 

"He had been an outside activist, and I think what happened 
when he decided to work for the governor is he realized it's a 
lot easier to change things from the inside," said Sloan. who 
knew Ruffin growing up and worked with him at Durham's 
North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co. for a time. 

As he became a successful businessman and eventually an 
executive at R.J. Reynolds, Ruffin never forgot his back
ground, Sloan said. 

"He knew everybody. From the people in the executive of
fice' in the boardroom down to the people in the streets," 
Sloan said. "He was still the same Ben Rufl1n that we all 
grew up with." 

Ruffin _is survived by his wife, Avon, and two children. 

.IJC:11 .A.'-U.1..1..1..1..1., 

A Child of the West End, 
A Man of Durham, 
Died December 7 

Mrs. Florine Roberson reminisced about Ben Ruffin . 
They were both from the West End Community of Dur
ham. 

Mrs. Roberson said Ben and his family lived near her 
family on Carroll Street. "The West End community was 
like a big family. The community helped to rear all the 
neighborhood children," said Mrs. Roberson . "We were 
poor, but didn't let that stop us . I spoke to Fred Ruffin, 
Ben's brother, recently and he talked about 'putting 
cardboard in our shoes· before we went to school. We 
laugh about it now. but that was the way it was then. Fred 
sold newspapers to help his family and Ben shined 
shoes." 

Mrs. Roberson said she thought Ben might become a 
minister. "Ben would slop what he was doing to listen to 
Rev . Yclvcrtpn at J p.m.on the radio." 

The passion for justil"C Clllllinucd through his life. "What 
I loved about lkn was that he ne\'cr forgot from whence · 
he came. Whik he dimhcd the corporate ladder and was · 
in plush oflil·cs. he· always talked about the \~est End.". 

The West End community began a rcu111on to bnng 
pcopk bac·k to remember days gone by. In 1992. he was 
the first speaker for the rc•u·nion. 

"Even when he bcl·amc chair of the UNC Board of Gov
c·rnors. hl' tried to pull us all up as he was going up. too." 

Mrs. Roberson spoke of Elaine O"Ncal as a judge. 
Elaine Perry and William Brown in education as just a 
few of the people who grew up in the West End who have 
gone on the greater heights as Ruffin did. 

• "I think he ( Ben I fullillcd God ' s mission and He de
cided to take·him home to rest." Mrs. Roberson said. 

President George W. Bush: 
welco'mes Thabo Mbeki,; 
President of South Africa,: 
to the Oval Office Friday,: 
Dec. 8. The leaders talked· 
about · a wide range of suQ~ 
jects, according to the Presi~ 
dent, " ... including Darfui 
and the need for South Afi'i~ 
ca and the United Sta~ 
and other nations to won 
with the Sudanese goverJ!: 
ment to enable a peace'keeiE 
ing · force into thai country 
to facilitate aid and sav-e:; 
lives,'' (White Ro1Jse photi 
br J>aul Morse) ~ . 



BENJAMIN S. RUFFIN 

Durham Civil Rights• Workers Celebration 

Martin Luth3r King, Jr's. Birthday 
St. Joseph' s AME Church · ·· 

Monday, January 15, 1990 - 2:==µn 

Our speaker today is vice president of corporate affairs for R. J. 

Reynolds Tobacco Company. He is better known by us for his many connections 

and activities here in his hometown--Durham, N. c. 

Ben grew up on the West End. He finished Hillside High School, North 

carolina Central University and received his master's degree from the University 

of North carolina, Chapel Hill. 

After leaving Durham he worked for seven years as special assistant to 

former governor James B. Hunt, Jr. During that time he made m:>re than 1,500 

speeches to m:>re than one million people and travelled more than 300,00 miles, 

he worked two years as vice president and special assistant to the president of 

North carolina mutual Life Insurance Company. In 1986 he joined RJR Nabisco as 

director of corporate affairs which led to his present position with R. J. Reynolds 

Tobacco Company. 

While in Durham he was associated with: (Not necessarily in this order) 

Morehead Avenue Baptist Church, as trustee 

Neighborhood Center Supervisor, Operation Breakthrough 

On committee that developed Unity Village (low income family homes) 

Vice president, UDI 

State Human Relations director 

Executive Director, UOCI (United Organizations for Corrmunity Improvement) 

An activist, civil rights worker, worked with youth civilrights groups 
in the 1960's, vice president and executive director of the mACK 
SOLIDARI'IY FOR a::MwruNITY DEVELOFMENr organization which conducted 
the most successful selective buying campaign in 1968. 

The changes that have taken place in our lives, corrrnunities and states 
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have been the efforts of and caused by many, many.'people who have been in the 

forefront for years. Today, we are fortunate in having one such person who is 

one of our own and who started out as a youthful civil rights worked in Durham 

and has now reached a level where his efforts are still making a difference. 

The Civil Rights Workers' Celebration is proud to hav~ Ben back with 

us and as our speaker on this Martin Luther King, Jr I s. birthday. 

Following the next Il'UlSical selection, we give you BENJ1\MIN s. RUFFIN. 

R. Kelly Bryant,Jr. January 15, 1990 



Benjamin s. Ruffin 

Vice President of Corporate Affairs 

R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company 

Benjamin s. Ruffin is vice president of corpor~te affairs 

for R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company. In this position, he is 

responsible for 1eading the company=s 1oca1, state and national 

partnerships with key minority business, civic and professional 

organiz~tions. 

Ben joined the RJR family of companies in 1986 as Director 

of Corporate Affairs tor RJR Nabisco. He was appointed to his 

current position with R.J. Reynolds Tobacco company in October 

1989. 

Prior to joining RJR, Ben worked for two years as vice 

president and special assistant to the president of North 

Carolina Mutual Life Insurance company. 

Before joining North Carolina Mutual, Ben worked for seven 

years as special assistant to former North Carolina Governor 

James B. Hunt, Jr. While serving under Governor Hunt, Ben was 

responsible for increasing the number of black judges in the 

state, and expanding the number of blacks employed in state 

government. 



. . 

While working in Raleigh, Ben re~lized that sitting 

in an office would not allow him to tackle the problems that 

faced the Governor across the state. This insight and 

dedication to his job inspired Ben to travel more than 300,000 

miles, speaking more than 1,soo times to more than 1 million 

people, during his tenure with the Governor. 

Ben still maintains him involvement in local and national 

activities by serving as a member of the Winston-Salem Alumni 

Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated (and a life 

member of the fraternity); a member of Emman~el Baptist Church 

in Winston-Salem, N.C.; a life member of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People; a director 

of Mechanics and Farmers Bank and the Winston Lake Family YMCA; 

chairman of the corporate roundtable of the National Black 

caucus of state Legislators; and a Prince Hall Mason, A.S. 

Hunter Lodge No. 825. 

Ben earned a bachelor•s degree from North Carolina Central 

University in Durham, and a master•s degree from the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Ben and his wife, Avon, are the proud parents of two 

daughters: April and Benita. 



OBSEQUIES 

In Long Lasting And Loving Memory 

Of 

MRS. CATHERINE WALLACE RUFFIN 

Sunrise 
March 9, 1918 

Saturday, July 28, 2001 
12:00 Noon 

Community Baptist Church 
4321 Barbee Road 

Durham, North Carolina 27713 

Pastor Andrew Singleta,y, Presiding 
New life Christian Church 

Durham, North Carolina 

Sunset 
July 23, 2001 
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ORDER OF HOMEGOING SERVICE 

Pastor Andrew Singletary, Presiding 
New Life Christian Church 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL 

MUSICAL SELECTION. ....... ... .... ................. .......................................... .. ......... Mass Choir 
Community Baptist Church 

COMFORT FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 

Old Testament ..... .... ... ... .... ...... .......... ..................... Rev. B. A. Mack, Former Pastor 
Morehead Avenue Baptist Church 

New Testament ....................... .. ....... .......... ...... Pastor Cheryl Singletary, Co-Pastor 
New Life Christian Church 

PRAYER OF COMFORT ..... .......... .. ......... ....... .. ....... ... ..... ........... Dr. John Mendez, Pastor 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 

MUSICAL SELECTION. .............................. ............ ..... ..... ....... ....... ................ Mass Choir 
Community Baptist Church 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. ... ...... .. ........ .. .. ..................... .............. Mrs. Theodora S. Manley 

SILENT READING OF OBITUARY (with soft music) 

MUSICAL SELECTION. ..... ..... ....... .... ..... .................................................... Praise Singers 
New Life Christian Church 

EULOGY. ...... ....... .... ......... .... .. ........ ... ..... ....... .... .............. ............ Pastor Andrew Singletary 

MORTICIAN'S BRIEF ........ ..... ............. .. .... ............ ......... ........... ... .. .. ..... .. Funeral Director 

BENEDICTION. ... ... .. .... .......... .... .............. .. ......... .... .... ........... .... Pastor Andrew Singletary 

RECESSIONAL 

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew thir strength. 
Isaiah 40:31 
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We wis 

LET ME GIVE 

I do not know how long I'll live, but while I live, LORD, Let me give. 
Some comfort to someone in need, by smile or nod-kind word or deed. 

And Jet me do what e'er I can, to ease things for my fellow man. 
I want naught but to do my part, to "LIFT" a tired or weary heart. 

To change folks frowns to smiles again- then I will not have lived in vain. 
And I'll not care how long I'll live, if I can give- and give- and give. 

CATHERINE WALLACE RUFFIN went home to be with her Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
early Monday morning, July 23, 2001. She looked forward to this day with great anticipation 
and for many years sought to prepare for it. 

CATHERINE was born on March 9, 1918 in Charlotte, N.C. to Samuel and Lula Wallace, 
she had 2 brothers whom she dearly loved, Livington Sylvester ("Flip") And Thomas Brady 
("Son") who preceded her in death. 

She moved to Durham at an early age and joined Second Baptist Church. As the churches 
grew and split, she became a member of Morehead Avenue Baptist Church under the 
leadership of Dr. Charles Edward McLester. In later years she rededicated her life to Christ at 
New Life Christian Church, Pastor Andrew Singletary and remained until her death. 

Mrs. Ruffin was a resident and faithful member of the West End Community for many 
years. She raised her children there and fought ardently to bring about productive changes for 
the youth and adults. As a secretary of the Community Action Group for the West End, she 
helped establish the Lyon Park Community Center. 

Recognizing her many deeds and active work in her church, school, and community, 
Governor James B Hunt, Jr., proclaimed March 9, 1983 as "CATHERINE WALLACE RUFFIN 
DAY". Furthermore, in recognition of her love, devotion and commitment to our youth "THE 
CATHERINE WALLACE RUFFIN EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP" was established at 
North Carolina Central University in her honor on July 16, 1998. She truly believed "A Mind 
Is A Terrible Thing To Waste". 

She was a staff member of the Ob-Gyn Services at Duke University, for many years until 
her retirement, later she returned to the Athletics Department until her illness. 

Her husband Benjamin F. Ruffin whom she affectionately called "Polly" preceded her in 
death. 

She leaves to cherish her love and memory, two sons, Retired Master Sgt. Fred K. Ruffin, 
Sr, (Patricia), and Benjamin S. Ruffin, Jr., (Avon). Three daughters, retired cardiology nurse, 
Celestine Tate Mciver, Carolyn A. Blount (Howard) and Cheryl A. Smith. Sixteen 
grandchildren: Deborah, Kenneth (Vanessa), and Michael (Artina) Ruffin, Cathy, Victor 
(Sandra), and Sharon Tate, Cory and Gerald Mciver, Joy and Melody Blount, April and 
Benita Ruffin, Omar Humes, Denis, Christina and Christian Smith, Madison Keith and 
Lorna Daniel. Eighteen great-grandchildren: Lamont, Latosha and Lashaun Ruffin, Tabitha 
and Tiffany Ruffin, Kenita Pate, Jackie, Jamarius, Victor Jr., Zacharius, Brian and Jared 
Tate, Julian Humes, Courtney, Cory· Jr., and Tiffany Mciver, Madison Jr. and Lauren Daniel, 
Daquan and Mahogony Smith, Kiah and Julian Ruffin. Two great-great grandchildren: Larico 
Steele, and Kenisha Pate. 
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221 No, Not One! 
Tl,ere is a man that sticker!, closttr than a lnvther. 

Johnson Oatman, Jr. Proverbs 18:24 George C. lluq 

I There's not a friend like the low• ly Je-sus, No, not one! no, not one! 
2 No friend like Him is so high and ho- ly, No. not one! no, not one! 
3 There's not an hour that He is not near us, No, not one! no, not one! 
4 Did ev-er saint find this friend for- sake him? No, not one! no. not one.' 
s Was e'er a gift like the Sav-ior giv- en? No, not one! no, not one! .. 

I None else could heal all our soul's dis • eas -es, No, not one! no, not onl!! 
2 And yet no friend is so meek and low-ly, No, not one! no, not one.1 

3 No night so dark but His love can cheer us, No, not one! no, not one! 
4 Or sin • ner find that He would not take him? No. not one.I no. not one .1 

s Will He re-fuse us a home in heav-en? No, not one! no, not one! ... 

Je • sus knows all a · bout our strug-gles, He will guide 'ti! the day is done : .. .. .. 

There's not a friend like the low - ly Je-sus, .. ... 

87942H 

No, not one! .. no, not m1e! .. 
THE HERITAGE COLLECTION® 
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of Duke University Medical Center 
Volume I, Number IS May 3, 1978 

'Ma Ruffin' to many 

A remedy for any ailment is a 
smiling face and a comforting word. 
No matter how much pain or agony 
you may be in, a warm hand and heart 
always help ease the pain. Catherine 
Ruffin, unit service aide in the 
Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, is such a person. 

Never before have I known a woman 
with so much compassion for people. 
She always has a kind word for 
patients, doctors, nun;es and othen;. I 
think that it reflects well on Duke as 
an institution when visitors and 
patients can feel that they are 
important not only as patients but as 
people also. 

Many times Mrs. Ruffin's feelings 
have been stepped on for going beyond 
the call of duty. She is scorned and at 
times balked at. But rather than take a 
scorned and negative attitude about it 
she takes it in stride and continues to 
go ahead with what she feels is right. 

Even though she only has five 
children, she is the mother of many. To 
many she is "Ma Ruffin ." She talks to 
young people to help give them 

direction and to help them get their 
mind in a positive frame. 

If in history a person could be born 
with two mothers, then surely I and 
many other employees have a second 
one on the OB/GYN Unit. 

Reporter: Delores Taylor 

CA THERINE RUFFIN 

Durham, N.C. 
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- PALLBEARERS -

Deacons and Trustees 

of 
Community Baptist Church 

and 
New Life Christian Church 

- HONORARY PALLB EA RERS -

Grandsons & Great Grandsons 

- FLORAL BEARERS -

West End Community Women & Friends 

- HONORARY FLORAL BEARERS -

Granddaughters & Great Granddaughters 

-ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-

We wish to express our deepest and sincere gratitude for all acts of kindness shown during thi hour 
of sickness and bereavement. Your praye rs, thoughts, and deeds are seeds sown in love 

and credited to yo ur heavenly account. We bless yo u in Jesus Name! 

THE FAMILY 

A nd God shall wipe a,vay all tears /i·om th eir eyes. Revelation 21:4 

- Professional Services Entrusted To -
Scarborough & Hargett Funeral Home, fnc 

Memorial Chapels & Garde11s 

-- ---.e---_ -=- =-
= -::.. ~ 

306 South Roxboro Street • Durham, North Carolina 27701 
Phone: (919) 682-1171 • Fax: (919) 683-1548 

- Programme By -
Ruffin and Tate Desktop Publi shing 



PALLBEARERS FLORAL BEARERS 

FRIENDS OF FAMILY CLASS OF 1944 

THE CHILDREN 

GOD OPEN OUR EYES SO WE MAY SEE AND FEEL, MOTHER'S 
PRESENCE CLOSE TO US. GIVE US STRENGTH FOR OUR 
STUMBLING FEET. AS WE BATTLE THE CROWD ON LIFE'S BUSY 
STREET. AND WIDEN OUR VISION OF UNSEEING EYES. SO IN 
PASSING FACES WE'LL RECOGNIZE NOT JUST A STRANGER, BUT A 
FRIEND WITH A HEART THAT rs MUCH LIKE ONES WON. MOTHER 
GA VE US PERCEPTION AND MADE US. AND OUR FATHER IN 
HEAVEN HOLDS HER IN ms MIGHTY HAND. 

ARRANGEMENTS HY 

SCAR/1OROUGH & HARGETT MEMORIAi, CHAPELS 1lND GARDENS 
- FUNERAi, DIRliCTORS 
306 SOUTH ROX/1ORO STREET 

DURHAM, NORTH CARO UNA 
SINC/i 1888 

ACKNOWUi DGEMliNTS 

WE THE FAM/1,Y VEEPl, Y APP REC/A TH THE MANY EXPRESSIONS OP KINDNESS 
AND SYMPATHI' HXTENDED DURING THE LOSS OF OUR LOVED ONR 

THE 1,AMIU'. 

HOME - GOING SERVICE 
FOR 

DOROTHY MAE RUFFIN 

ARRIVAL 
MAY 21, 1926 

DEPATURE 
OCTOBER 2, 2001 



ARRIVAL: 
MAY21, 1926 

The Obituary 

DEPARTURE: 
October 2, 2001 

ON TUESDAY DOROTHY MAE RUFFIN BOARDED FLIGHT NUMBER 2001. HER 
SEATING FIRST CLASS NUMBER 2. HER PILOT "JESUS' FLIGHT ATTENDANTS: 
CHARLES L. RUFFIN, ELLA POTEAT RUFFIN, MARY JOHN GRAY, FANNIE LONG 
AND MERCEDEZS P. RUFFIN. 

DOROTHY MAE RUFFIN, THE DAUGHTER OF THE LATE CHARLES P. RUFFIN 
AND ELLA POTEAT RUFFIN WAS BORN MAY 21, 1926. 

DOT WAS WELL KNOWN FOR HER ROLE OF PARTICIPATION AND LONGEVlTY 
IN THE DURHAM COMMlTTEE ON THE AFFAIRS OF BLACK PEOPLE. 
GRADUATE CLASS OF 1944 "HILLSIDE HIGH" SCHOOL. NAACP, HILLSIDE 
WEAVER STREET PRECENT 11, DURHAM DEMOCRATIC WOMEN, THE 
CORNWALLIS PROJECT COUNCIL, FRIENDSHIP SOCIAL CLUB, BENEVOLENT 
SHERIFF COMMITTEE AND THE WEST END COMMITTEE. 

DOT WAS EMPLOYED FOR MANY YEARS FOR THE WHEELER FAMILY, UNTIL 
HER RETIREMENT. 

"DOT" WAS TRULY A GOOD SAMARITAN AT HEART. IF YOU NEEDED FOOD 
AND SHELTER, SHE COULD FIND IT. 

TO CHERISH HER MEMORIES, DAUGHTERS; DEBORAH RUFFIN, GAIL RUFFIN 
(RONALD ALLEN) ELLA GREEN (ANTHONY) ALMA RUFFIN (NEAL); SONS 
REGINALD RUFFIN, WALTER RUFFIN, (JACQUELINE) AND DWIGHT BARNES; 
BROTHER CHARLES RUFFIN (BECKY) ROBERT RUFFIN (THELMA), NINTEEN 
GRAND CHILDREN, AND THREE GREAT GRAND CHILDREN. 

SPECIAL CHILDREN STEPHANIE FRAZIER, GAIL HOLLOWAY, THERESA PERRY, 
SHAUNA BROWN, CYNTHIA STEWART, RENEE BARRETT. SPECIAL FRIENDS: 
ANNETTE WILEY (JOHNNIE,) CARRIE ALLEN, GRACE BARNES, VIVIAN 
McEACHIN, SELENA WHEELER, WILLIE MAE STEWART, LILLIE HOLLOWAY, 
EDDIE BOSTICK, ROY BOSTICK, AND THE CONRAD FAMILY, SYLVESTER 
SAUNDERS AND A HOST OF NIECES, NEPHEWS, RELATIVES, FRIENDS AND A 
VERY SPECIAL FRIEND HOWARD ALLEN. 

WHEN MUST I LEA VE YOU 

WHEN I MUST LEAVE YOU FOR A LITTLE WHILE, PLEASEDONOTGRIEVEAND 
SHED WILD TEARS AND HUG YOUR SORROW TO YOU THROUGH THE YEARS, 
BUT START OUT BRAVELY WITH A GALLANT SMILE; AND FOR MY SAKE AND IN 
MY NAME LIVE ON AND DO YOUR LONELINESS ON EMPTY DAYS, BUT FILL 
EACH WAKING HOUR IN USEFUL WAYS, REACH OUT YOUR HAND IN COMFORT 
AND IN CHEER AND I IN TURN WILL COMFORT YOU AND HOLD YOU NEAR; AND 
NEVER, NEVER, BE AFRAID TO DIE, FOR I AM WAITING FOR YOU IN THE SKY. 

MOM 
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.,,Ri.MIEIING 
WHEN I'M OLD AND GRAY 

WHEN I'M OLD AND GRAY DON'T CASTE ME ASIDE BECAUSE BY THEN HEAVEN 
IS ONLY A SHORT RIDE. WHEN I'M OLD AND FEEBLE, HA VE MERCY ON ME 
BECAUSE GOD IS BRINGING ME CLOSER TO THEE. WHEN THE LIGHTS HAVE 
DIMMED AND EVERYTHING HAS GONE COLD DON'T PUSH ME ASIDE BECAUSE 
I'VE GROWN OLD. BE MY FRIEND THROUGH THICK AND THIN BECAUSE I WAS 
THERE AT THE BEGINNING AND WILL BE THERE TO THE END. HELP ME 
FATHER TO FIND MY WAY BECAUSE IN YOUR KINGDOM JS WHERE I WANT TO 
STAY. GIVE MY CHILDREN STRENGTH SO THAT WHEN LIFE GETS THEM DOWN 
THEY WILL KNOW THAT THROUGH THICK AND THIN, YOU WILL ALWAYS BE 
AROUND. MAY GOD'S BLESSING BE WITH US ALWAYS AND HELP US MAKE IT 
THROUGH LIVE'S DARK AND TURBULENT DAYS. 

BY MICHAEL DIXON 

I SEE LOVE IN YOU 

LOVE IS IN YOU. LOVE IS IN YOUR SOUL. WITHOUT YOU LOVE HURTS. LOVE 
SHOULD NEVER HURT BUT WITHOUT YOU IT DOES. BUT INSIDE YOU THERE'S 
A LOT OF LOVE TO SPARE. LOVING YOU IS EASY TO US. BUT MISSING YOU 
ISN'T. GRAND CHILDREN 

HOW WE FEEL ABOUT GRANDMA 

SHE'S OUR ANGEL WHO GUARDS OVER US. WE'RE BLESSED TO HA VE 
SOMEONE LIKE HER. WHO LOVE AND CARE FOR US. GRANDMA, GRANDMA 
YOU'RE MISSED VERY MUCH. WE KNOW YOU'RE IN HEAVEN SHINING DOWN 
ON US. GRAND CHILDREN 

MY LOVE FOR MY GRANDMOTHER! 

GRANDMA IT WON'T BE THE SAME WITHOUT YOU. WE LOVE YOU. WE KNOW 
YOU ARE IN A BETTER PLACE YOU HAVE JOINED MERCEDEZS AND YOUR 
MOTHER, WHICH IS MY GREAT GRANDMOTHER, AND MY GRANDFATHER. 
GRANDMA WE ARE TAKING THIS VERY HARD. WITHOUT YOU Its LIKE MISSING 
PUZZLE PIECES. WE'RE MISSING YOU. WE APPRECIATE THE TIMES WE 
SHARED, ALL THE TIMES YOU MADE SURE I'M UP READY FOR SCHOOL AND ON 
TIME FOR MY RIDE. ALSO ALL THE TIMES YOU GAVE US THINGS WE NEEDED. 
I REMEMBER THE TIMES I USED TO GO TO WORK WITH YOU AND WE USE TO 
DO THINGS TOGETHER. GRANDMA I WANT TO TELL YOU BYE AND WE LOVE 
YOU AND WE MISS YOU! FROM ME TO YOU XOXOXO'S AND MANY, MANY, 
MORE. GRANDDAUGHTER TIFFANY BYRD 

PRELUD/l' 

PROCHSSIONAL 

SOLO 

SCRIPTUR/i 

PRAY/iR 

SOLO 

ORDli R OF Slill\1/CU 

MICIJAliL JONES 

KAR/iN JONliS 
(IN T/1/i GARD/iN) 

\I/CE JJISHOP DA \!ID J-1. JJW.J, 
O/,D THSTAMENT 
NEW TESTAiv/HNT 

Y/ Cll' JJISJ-/OP DA YID J-1. JJEU, 

1\11/CHAEL JONES 
(TH /i' LORD'S PRA !'Jill) 

ACKNOWLEDGEM/l'NT/REMARKS YANliSSA JJUU.OCK 
KliNA N (REMARKS 2 MIN.) 

SOLO 

JWLOGY 

SOLO 

JOHN SNEU,S 
(I WON'T COMP/A /NJ 

YIC/i II/SHOP DA YID H. IJ/iU, 

JOHNSNEU, S 
(HIS li Y/i IS ON THE SPARROW) 

YlliWJNG OF REMAINS 

RliCliSSIONAI, 

INTERMENT 
BEECHWOOD CEMETERY 

DURHAM, N.C. 

DRIVERS IN THE PROCESSION, PLEASE 
TURN ON HEADLIGHTS FOR SAFETY. 



and 19 days since you've been 

9one. lour love has really been 

missed. lour 9rand- and 9reat 

9randchildren are askin9 when 

are you comin9 home from 

shoppin9. Our hearts are empty. 

We miss you dearly; however, 
t 

we know you are in God's Hands. 

fJ(i:tpf 8 g3;,4Jul<E!J, 
Dorothy Mae Ruffin .... _,_'-_--~~,"'-./{ ff __ 

May ii, 1926 - October 2, 2001 -,,,· JUO,-,Z, 
From lour Children, '----------- ~ 

Re,'}in<1/J, Debvruh, Gui/, 11:Jrer, £//<1, .I/mu, D11i;Jhr , /9 Gr,.1nJchi/Jrcn Ii;_ 3 Gm1r Grc1 .'1'1,·hi/Jren 



ACTIVE PALLBEARERS: 

VVILLIAM H. BULLOCK, SR . 

W. E. FARRISON 

W. G. RHODES 

W. L. BOYKIN 

CLARENCE TILLEY 

W. W. BOLDEN 

W. M . GRANDY 

0. F. JEFFERS 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS: 

TRUSTEES OF SAINT JOSEPH ' S A . M . E. CHURCH 

ACTIVE FLORAL BEARERS: 

STEWARDESS BOARDS NUMBER I AND II OF 

SAINT JOSEPH' S A. M . E. CHURCH 

HONORARY FLORAL BEARERS: 

STEWARDESS BOARD NUMBER I OF 

SAINT JOSEPH'S A. M. E . CHURCH 

Arra119ements 
B y 

sc;ARB0R0UGH & HA RGET1' 
Funeral Directors 

DuT ltani, North Carolif11l 

~ ERVlf:E PR I NT I NG COMPANY - DURHAM . N . C 

®bn.equtrn 
For 

/ ./j Ill 
MRS. FANNIE TARPLEY RUFFIN 

1871 - 19 64 

" Honor thy father and ihy mother I.hat th11 days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God givet h thee." 

SAINT J OSEPH'S A M. E. CHURCH 

FAYETTEVILLE STREET 
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 1964 
3:30 P. l\1. 

MELVIN CHESTER SWANN , D.D ., THE MIN ISTER 



OBITUARY 

"How sweet it is at evening after a long and well spent life to 
close the eyes in slumber and rest from the toil of day. It is doubly 
sweet at the close of a well spent life to turn one's face toward the 
sunset and quietly sink into the rest that knows no waking except 
in the presence of God." Such was the passing of Mrs. Fannie 
Tarpley Ruffin , daughter of the late Pap and Patience Tarpley, 
born in Alamance County on June 10 , 1871. 

On October 11 , 1893 she was married to Mr. Peter R. Ruffin 
and to this union eight children were born , six of whom survive. 
Mr. Ruffin preceded his wife in death thirty years ago. 

Mrs . Ruffin was a member of the Saint Joseph's A.M.E. Church 
for seventy years and she enjoyed the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
and made every effort possible to attend the Communion Services 
which always gave her joy. She was also a member of Stewardess 
Board Number I. Her Christian character permeated her life be
cause she loved her church and people faithful and ever looking 
to God for her guidance. After a useful life on earth closed this 
chapter, Monday, April 27, 1964 at 2 :30 a.m. 

Sorrowfully mourning her passing are: three daughters : Mrs. 
Eululia Harris, Mrs. Aleeze Townsend of the home and Mrs. Julia 
Jones of Philadelphia , Pennsylvania; three sons: Charles, Clarence 
and Tom all of the home; four sisters: Mrs . Annie Hopper , Win
ston-Salem, N. C. , Mrs. Youther Carter, Mrs. Hatt ie Gaines , and 
Miss Juanita Tarpley all of Burlington, N. C., other survivers in
clude 13 grandchildren , a number of great-grandchildren and a 
legion of friends. 

"Thus star by star declines 
Till all are past away 
As morning high and higher shines 
To purer and perfect day." 

THE FAMILY 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

ORGAN MEDITATION 

PROCESSIONAL-"When Peace Like A River" 

HYMN #492-"There Is A Gate That Stands Ajar" . THE CHOIR 

THE LORD'S PRAYER-CHANTED THE CHOIR 

THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS 

SOLO MRS. MARGARET GOODWIN 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND 
RESOLUTIONS . __ 

SOLO-"When I've Done My Work" 

EULOGY. } 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

RECESSIONAL-" 'Tis The Promise of God" 

JAMES l. BOLDEN 

ALPHONSO REEVES 

. THE MINISTER 



YI. Ce{ebration Of Life 

for 

Lonnie !l(uffin, Sr. 

1888-1995 

Saturday, February 4, 1995 
12:00 Noon 

Spring Hill"Baptist Church 
Lewiston-Woodville, North Carolina 

Reverend Leroy Douglas 
~ Pastor ,., 
~~ ~~i 
y;;~~-----------------------f~~ 



Order of Service 

Rev. Leroy Douglas, Officiating 
Pastor, Spring Hill Baptist Church 

PROCESSIONAL .................... .... ....................... .... .. ... ... .. .... ... ... .... ................. ......... .................. The Family 

SELECTION ........ .. ................... ..... ............. ... ....... ....... ............ ...... .................... ........ ................ Mass Choir 

SCRIPTURE 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

PRAYER OF COMFORT .. ............. ... ........ .. ............ .. ................. ... .... .. .................. .. ...... . Rev. Billy Cherry 

SELECTION .............................................................................................................................. Mass Choir 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF CONDOLENCES AND OBITUARY ..... .................... ... Rev. Sheri Walton 

GRANDDADDY TRIBUTE .................................... .. ................................... Mrs. Simonee Ruffin Thomas 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE ........ .. ... .................... ........ .... .... .. ............................ .. ....... ..... .... . Palestine Lodge #434 

MEMORIAL EXPRESSIONS ... ..... ................ ...... ............... ............ .................. ..................... (One Minute) 

SOLO .............................................................................................................. Mrs. Denise Crowell Outlaw 

EULOGY ... ..... ... ... ................... ................ .... ........ ....... .. .... .... .... ... .......... .... ........... ... .... Rev. Leroy Douglas 

BENEDICTION 

MORTICIAN'S BRIEF ............. .. ... .. .. .......... ..................... ..................... ... ......................... C.M. Cherry, Jr. 

VIEWING AND RECESSIONAL HYMN ........................................................ "I Will Trust In The Lord" 

RECESSIONAL 

Interment 
Spring Hill Baptist Church Cemetery 



THE HIGH IMPACT LIFE 

As we celebrate the life of Deacon Lonnie Ruffin, Sr., it is amazing that such an ordinary 
man accomplished 106 fruitful years in his earthly life. As we reflect on Lonnie's life, many who 
knew him best would think of Psalms 90: 10 which reads: The days of our years are threescore 
years and ten; and if, by reason of strength, they be fourscore years yet is their strength labor and 
sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away." The natural eye was incapable of perceiving the 
exceptional character, integrity, honesty, and true measure of the man, Lonnie Ruffin, Sr. He was 
a man of great humor, low-keyed, mild mannered, and wore a bright smile most of the time. He 
was an inspiration to his family and all who knew him. 

Lonnie was born on February 20, 1888 to the late Willie and John Peoples in Suffolk, 
Virginia. He was the eldest of six children; and was adopted by an uncle, the late Bond Ruffin. 
He loved family activities and was dedicated to family life. 

In 1921, Lonnie married the late Queen Ester Williams. His wife of 71 years preceded him 
in death in 1992. From this union 13 children were born. Eight of his children have preceded 
him in death. 

Lonnie accepted Christ at an early age, and joined the Spring Hill Baptist Church. He 
remained a faithful member until his health began to decline in 1989 which prompted him to 
change his residence in order to live with family members. Lonnie was very much a part of his 
church. He was a legend. Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Ordained Deacon, Superintendent 
of Church School, and a Teacher of the Church School. Lonnie was an attached Masonic brother 
who grew in service when he joined the Palestine Lodge No. 434, and held the position as 
Chaplain. He was the oldest member in his Lodge, Church and Community. 

Lonnie attended Bertie County Public School in North Carolina. He had profound plans 
for his life. After raising his children, he returned to John B. Bond High School and attended 
classes at night,. He excelled and acquired other technical trades which contributed to his positive 
thinking "be all that you can be in life". 

As a youngster Lonnie was adept at building houses, and carts, etc. Forty years ago he built 
his family house which is currently being occupied in Lewiston today. He was assisted by a 
cousm. 

Lonnie retired from Wadsworth Farm, Inc., and the Saw Mill of Lewiston-Woodville. He 
then went to work for Broadneck Gun Association as a Chef. Lonnie had a heart for other people 
and dedicated his life to affecting positive change in their lives. After retiring from his official 
jobs, Lonnie decided to pursue his first love of helping other people to move around in town. 
Some people affectionately referred to Lonnie as the (non-licensed) Lewiston cab driver. When 
his ability to operate a motor vehicle had ended, he went another route and built himself an open 
three-wheeled carriage in order to continue to transport his friends to and from town. Lonnie was 
a very economical person. His famous words were, "Trust in God and step out on Faith. Never 
buy anything that you can build or produce yourself. .. it will be wasteful ... and you will be a loser". 

He leaves to cherish his memories: Five children: James 0. Ruffin, of Portsmouth, VA., 
Rosa Ragin, Pollocksville, N.C., Jannie Mason, Queen Village, N.Y., Barbara Bolden, Silver 
Spring, MD., and Finell Williams, Brooklyn, N.Y.; three grandchildren which he reared: Minnie 
Whiteside, Gayleon, and Lonnie Ray Ruffin; numerous grand, great-grand, and great-great
grandchildren; five sons-in-law, David Crowell,Sr., Herbert Ragin, Gerald Mason, James 
Bolden, and Alvino Williams; three daughters-in law, Rosa, Mary and Bobbi Ruffin; one brother
in-law, Thomas Williams; a devoted cousin James Pugh; a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. 



Ylctive Pa[[ 'Bearers 
Palestine Lodge No. 434 

![Cower 'Bearers 
Granddaughters 

A Husband 
A Father 

Lover of life 
A Teacher 

A Counselor 
A Friend to all 

For now we bid you 
Goodbye,goodbye,goodbye 
'Till we meet again someday 

... The Family 

In Ylppreciation 
The Ruffin family wishes to express its sincere appreciation for all acts of 
kindness evidenced in thought and deed during this time of bereavement. 

May God continue to shower you with his richest blessings. 

#-~ 

f ' tJ!CJ 
~ 

Cherry's :Juneral 2iome, 7Jirecting 
" When only memories remain, let them be beautiful." 

919-794-2272 



RUFFIN 
Mrs. Morta Green Ruffin, 75, 

of 516 Reynolds Ave., died Sat
urday, April 8 at Rose Manor 
Health Core Center. 

Funera l services will be held 
Friday, April 14, 11 o.m. at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 2200 

S. Alston 
Ave . Re v. 
C.E. Bottle 
off ici ating . 
Burial will 
be at Glen
nview Me
moria l Pork. 

Mrs. Ruf
f in was a 
native of 

RUFFIN Woke Co . 
She is sur

vived by daughter, Jacquelyn 
Ruffin Adams, 3 sons, Purvis Ruf
fin, Michael Ruffin and Anthony 
Ruffin , all of Durham. 

family wi ll receive friends 
Thursday from 7-8 p.m. at the 
church . 



Floral Bearers 

Hills ide Class o l 1968 

Pallbearers 

Hill s ide Class o f 1968 

Acknowledgement 
Thank y o u for !he many kindnesses and expressions o f 

sympalhy rendered during /his period of bereavemenl . 
Th e Family 

Profess iona l Services by 
Sea rborouqh & Hargett Memorial Chapels and Gardens 

Funeral Directors 
306 South Roxboro Street 
Durham, North Carolina 

Since 1888 

IN · MEMORIAM 

Mr. Michael Ruffin 
* * * * * 

Scarborough & Hargett Memorial Chapel 
306 South Roxboro Street 
Durham, North Carolina 

* * * * * 

Wednesday, June 15, 1988 
11:00 A.M. 

• * * * * 

The Reverend Paul Stewart, Offic iating 



Obituary 

MICHAEL EDWARD RUFFIN , grandson of Mrs. Geneva S . Ruffin 

and the late Thomas E. Ruffin , departed this life June 10, 1988 after a 

short illness. 

Mic hael was a gradua te of Hillside High School and Hampton In 

stitu te (now Hampton Unive rsi ty) . He graduated in 1973 with a degree in 

In d11s lrial Engineering. 

Mi c hael loved tennis. In high school, he was Slate Champion . 

Th rouqhou t hi s school life he was competitive in loca l, stale, and na

tionn l tourna ments. 

God's mercy is everlasting 
Th o ugh we may not understand 
The profound and holy wisdo m 
Guiding His immortal hand. 

And when we've lost a loved one 
Though the sorrow's hard to bear 
In Faith we find th e answer 
Our loved one is in God's care. 

- The Family 

Order of Service 

ORGAN MUSIC 

PRAYER AND WORDS OF COMFORT . . 

SOLO 

BENEDICTION 

Intermen t 
Beechwood Cemetery 

Durham 

... Rev. Stewart 

DRIVERS IN THE PROCESSION, PLEASE TURN ON HEADLIGHTS FOR SAFETY . 



PALLBEARERS 
Friends of the Family 

FLORAI, BEARERS 
Friends of the Family 

THANJCTNG YOU 
To my loving Children, Brothers, Grandchildren and Friends 

Thank you for the time you cared and prayed for me. 
That I might have the wurage and walk in victory. 

I cherish my praying family and my God fearing friends, 
That where my life was i;cattered, the Lord did mend. 
He took every piece of the Gospel that was scattered 
So far apart and gently put them together to mend 

my broken heart. He always knew I loved Him and cherished 
Him with aU my heart. So He said, "Come to me my daughter, 

I will give you a new start. 
My room was full of His glory and my bed was full of prayer, 
The Glory of God was upon me and "that" I was fully aware. 

Sonja was there for me, mighty she prayed morning, noon and night. 
She never lost the cour11ge; she always kept the fight. 
And now I rest in heaven, my life is now rearranged. 

It's awesome just to kno~,, that my living was not in vain. 
"For all you brought me through, I will be waiting 9 0 you". 

Love your mother, grandmother, sister and friend 

- Professional Services Entrusted To -

Scarborough and Hargett Funeral Home, Inc. 
Memorial Chapel And Gardens 
"A Dignified Seroi,:e In A Sympathetic Way" 

i,~1rwrri~r~~~~~-~~?r~~~❖~:~ttt{fli(~It?l~ 

"Five Genttrations Since 1888" 
306 South Roxboro Street • Durham, North Carolina 27701 

Phone: (919) 682-:171 • Fax: (919) 683-1548 

-Programme By-
Sonja Leathers 

410 Greystooe Drive 
Durham, North Carolina 27703 

9 I 9-598-3607 

~~ S~AD 
~.AA"u~1ll~ 

Of 

nny Marie Reynolds Ruffin 

Wednesday, April 24, 2002 
1:00 PM 

Mark.ham Chapel Missfonary Baptist Church 
3630 Old Chapel Hill Road 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Officiating Minister 
The Reverend Richard Scott McMillan 

&
~~ ·--



"""The Order of Servia"""'" 

PRELUDE------------··-------------------------------- :/'i.anL,t 
PROCESSIONAL 
SOLO 

SCRIPTURES 
OL!t) TESTAMENT 
NE'N TESTAMENT 

PRAYER of COMFORT 
SOLO 
OBITUARY 
REMARKS and EXPRESSIONS 
SOLO 

EULOGY & ALTER CALL---.'J>a.,"" !JliduvuJ, Mc..,ffillan 

THE RECESSIONAL--------------------.Mwical JtrUJthuk 

< Interment> 
&.,da,ood~ 

1)~,'Jto,r:tle~ 

Tiny Marie Ruffin was born October 24, 1922 
and departed this life on Friday, April 19, 2002 

at Duke University Medical Center. Tiny was born to the 
late Preston Reynolds and Bettie May Holley and she was 

educated in the Ahoskie City Schools in Ahoskie, North Carolina. 

Tiny love the Lord with an her heart and this love 
was reflected in her love 

for people. 

She leaves to cherish her loving essence, two sons, 
Robert Ruffin (Sylvia) of Voorhees, New Jersey and 

Jerome Ruffin of s~~vannah, Georgia. 
two brothers, 

Cecil R_.g'.nolds of Newport News, Virginia 
and Joseph Reynolds of Ahoskie, North Carolina 

and one brother who preceded her 
in death, the late Tommy Reynolds; 

six grandchildren, 
Julian, Kimberly, Robert, Jr., Chimene, 

Sean and Lori; 
and a host of other relatives 

and friends. 

<<<<<In my father's arms I must rest 
that's where I longed to be>>>>>> 

Lovingly Submitted, 
The Family 



RUSH 
J 

,~ .. ♦ .. • ~,...,..('~ 

':), ' ~ .... · ... 

Mrs. Margaret H. Rush, 72, of 
1015 Ancroft Ave., died May 4, 
2000, at Duke University Medi
cal Center. The funeral service 
will be conducted Tuesday at 
2:00 p.m. at Mt. Calvary United 
Church of Christ, the Rev. J.C. 
Cheek, pastor. Burial will be in 
Glennview Memorial Park. 

She is survived by her mother, 
Mable Hall; one son, William E. 
Hal/ (Patricia); sister, Betty 
Hatcher (Sylvester); brothers, 
Lorenzo Bel/ (Geraldine), Jomes 
D. Bell (Wilma), and Clifton Bell; 
two uncles, the Rev. Dr. David 
Bel/ (Louise) and the Rev. Edward 
Bell (Juanita); her aunt, Luci/le 
Gould (Harvey); three grandchil
dren, Robert Walker, Gwendolyn 
Hal/, and Bridgette . Williams 
(Shongo); and many other rela
tives. 

The family will receive friends 
Tuesday from 1 :00 until 2:00 at 
the church, just prior to the ser
vice. Arrangements by Burthey 
Funeral Service. 



MRS. HATTIE C. RUSS 
Mrs. Hattie Carrington Russ, 

81, of 700 S. Mangum St., Apt. 7-
B, died Sunday in Durham Re
gional Hospital. 

Mrs. Russ was a native of 
Durham County and was edu
cated in Durham County 
schools. She was employed in 
the food service department of 
N.C. Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
until her health failed. 

Mrs. Russ was a member of 
Mount Calvary Holy Church, the 
adult Sunday Bible class and the 
Noonday Prayer Band. She was 
a former member of First Cal
vary Baptist Church, where she 
sang in the choir and was a 
member of the missionary de
partment. Mrs. Russ was a mem
ber of the senior council of For
est Hills Height. 

The funeral will be conducted 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday in Mount 
Calvary Holy Church by Bishop 
F. Yelverton. Burial will be in 
Oak Grove Memorial Gardens. 

Mrs. Russ is survived by a 
daughter, Mrs. Mabel Umstead 
of Durham; a son, Mr. Clayton E. 
Russ of Durham; a brother, Mr. 
James W. Carrington of 
Durham; and 16 grandchildren. 

The family will receive visi
tors from 7 p.m, to 8 p.m. today 
at Fisher Funeral Parlor and at 
other times at the home of her 
brother at 607 Cecil St. 



v; '"''-'-"• .......... . -- .::,- . - ..., 

Home. ---E_~ t3 
Russ 

DURHAM - Mrs. Stottie HJ. 
Russ, bom January 1, 1916, in 
Burlington, NC, deported this life 
February 21 . She Was bom to the 

late Nancy E. 
and yJoseph 
Hi/I. . She 
attended Union 
Baptist Church 
and was o 
graduate of 
Hillside High 
Schoo/ Closs of 
1932. Mrs. Russ 

was employed by the American Tobacco Co. 

She is survived by one sister 
Nancy E. Hi/I; two brothers, 
William A. (Louro} Hill and Lynn 
Hill, Sr. of the home; nine nepheWs; 
and two nieces. 

The funeral will be conduded ot 
1 p.m. Thursday ot Union Baptist 

Church, 904 N. Roxboro St., by the 
Rev. John Coldwell. Burial will be in 

1 'Beechwood Cemetery . 
F the family will receive visitors at 1 12:30 p.m. ot the church. 

1 Arrangements ore by 
Scarborough & Hargett Funerc/ :s Home. / 

•O -:-:-:-:---_ 



Nothing ever dies that is not born anew
The miracle of nature all tell 

us this is true ... 
The flowers sleeping peacefully beneath 

the winters's snow 
Awaken to sunshine's wannth when 

Spring winds starl blow, 
And all around on every site 

new life and joy appear 
To tell us nothing ever dies and 

we should have no fear, 
For death is just a detour along 

life winding way 
That leads God's chosen children to a 

bright and glorious day. 
Helen Steiner Rice 

Sincere Appreciation 

Words cannot express the deep appreciation we all have for all of your 
thoughts, words, prayers, and deeds. Though Bennie's physical presence 
will be missed, we do know that his spirit is alive and kicking in all of us. 
May God bless each of you abundantly. 

Services entrusted to 

Greene Funeral Home, Alexandria, Virginia 
and 

Green Funeral Home, Warrenton, North Carolina 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF 

BENNIE LOUIS RUSSELL, SR. 
September 11, 1937 November 22, 1992 

Tuesday, November 24, 1992 
Greene Funeral Home 
A lexandria, Virginia 

Friday, November 27, 1992 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 

Wise, North Caro lina 

7-9 P.M. 

1 :00 P.M. 



OBITUARY 

Bennie Louis Russell, Sr, son of the late Moses and Ethel 
Russell, was born in Mecklenburg County, Virginia on September 
11, 1937. 

He became a member of Bethlehem Baptist Church at an 
early age and was baptized by Reverend Bennie Bullock. He 
praised the Lord through song in various choirs and singing 
groups, both in North Carolina and Virginia. 

The youngest of twelve children, most people called him 
"Bennie" although he was also better known as "Bae" to his wife 
and "Daddy" to his children. He attended Warren County Training 
School, where he met his loving wife, Pauline Judkins. He 
graduated in 1955 and was united in holy matrimony with Pauline 
on April 26, 1958. To this union ,three beautiful children were 
born: Bennie, Jr., Arnold Cornelius and Angela Lucia. Bennie and 
his family found residence in the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

He was employed for over 25 years with the City of 
Alexandria Public Schools as an auto and equipment mechanic 
until his health failed. He was a devoted member of Council 30 
and received several Certificates of Merit and other awards. 

Bennie departed this life on November 22, 1992 at the 
Arlington Hospital, Arlington, Virginia and is survived by his loving 
wife, his daughter, two sons, one granddaughter, Zenani;three 
sisters; Mrs. Louise R. Williams of Alexandria, Virginia, Dr. Susie 
R. Wilson of Virginia Beach, Virginia and Mrs. Lillian R. Williams 
of Alexandria, Virginia; three brothers; Moses E. Russell, Jr of 
Durham, North Carolina, John D. Russell of Norlina, North Carolina 
and Rev. James P. Russell of Fort Wayne, Indiana; several 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law; cousins, including his most 
devoted cousin, Charles L. Carter, Sr. and a host of other relatives 
and friends. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Prelude 

Processional 

Selection 

Scripture 
Old Testament 
New Testament 

Prayer 

Selection 

Acknowledgment and Reading of Obituary 

Remarks 

Solo 

Eulogy 

Benediction 

Recessional 

Rev. Robert Burnett 

Intennent will be in the Beth/,ehem Baptist Church Cemetery. 
Wise, North Carolina 



Beulah Guy Russell 
SUNRISE 

April 23, 1923 
SUNSET 

November 14, 2003 

November 20, 2003 
White Rock Baptist Church 

3400 Fayetteville Street 
Durham, NC 27707 



Beulah Guy Russell was born on April 23 , 1923 as the third child of Leroyal Micah Guy 
and Lena Bass Guy in Greensboro, North Carolina. She departed this life on November 14, 2003 
at Duke University Hospital in Durham, NC. 

Beulah' s early religious training began at Bass Chapel United Methodist Church in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. She was educated at Dudley High School, Lutheran Junior College 
and attended North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State College (now, University). On July 
4, 1941, she joined in Holy Matrimony to the late Moses Edward Russell, Jr. The union of Moses 
and Beulah produced four daughters, Carolyn Elaine, Moselle Delois, Linda Gail, and Anne 
Sharon. Beulah enjoyed caring not only for her own children but others ' children as well. Mrs. 
Russell was well known for having a positive influence on the young people in the community 
and children from all over would come to enjoy her spirit and wisdom. 

She volunteered her services to the local schools and hospitals as a dietitian and visited 
the sick. She received many awards for her volunteer work with the American Red Cross. Beulah 
Guy also made herself of service to God by answering her calling to become an ordained 
minister in 1972 as a member of the Gateway Deliverance Church. As a woman of great faith, 
her ministry has lead many souls to Christ. Many hearts and bodies have been healed through her 
hands and prayers. 

Beulah' s love for family extended into the lives of her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren as she actively participated in every aspect of her grandchildren' s lives including 
countless acts of kindness such as baking cakes for school celebrations, hosting family 
gatherings, and giving each one special gifts. As a very giving person, and often shared her 
childhood stories and heritage with her offspring. In recent years, Beulah served as the National 
Mother for the Independent Workers for Christ Conference, attends many American Indian tribal 
functions and affairs in the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation and was honored as an elder. 

Beulah leaves to cherish her fondest memories four daughters, Carolyn R. Newsome 
(Robert) of Baltimore, Maryland, Moselle R. Rice of Detroit, Michigan, Pastor Linda G. Russell 
(William) of Durham, North Carolina, Anne R. Peterson (Robert) of Durham, N.C., 9 brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Dorothy H. Guy and Herbert Winchester of Greensboro, NC, Mary Louise R. 
Williams of Newark, DE, Dr. Susie R. Wilson of Virginia Beach, VA, Rev. Dr. James P. Russell 
(Rosetta) of Ft. Wayne, IN, Lillian (Luke) Williams and Pauline Russell of Alexandria, VA., 15 
grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren, special caregivers Kathy Dozier, Robin Oliver, and Anne 
Wilkins, many nieces and nephews, cousin, and many devoted friends. 

Miss Me, But Let Me Go 

When I come to the end of the road 
And the sun has set for me 

I want no rites in a gloom filled room 
Why cry for a soul set.free? 

Miss Me a Little- But not Too Long 
And not with your head bowed low 

Remember the love that we once shared 
Miss Me-But Let Me Go 

For this is a journey that we all must take 
And each must go alone 

It 's all a part of the Master 's plan 
As step on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick at heart 
Go to the friends we know 

And bury your sorrows 
In doing good deeds 

Miss Me- But Let Me Go 



Devine Order of Service 
Overseer Helen Pennix, Presiding 

Prelude Organist 

Invocation Evangelist Linda Daye 

Scripture 
Old Testament- Isaiah 40: 28-31 
New Testament-II Timothy 4: 5-8 

Overseer Edith Smith 
Rev. Dr. James Russell 

Rites 

Hymn 

Acknowledgments 

Tributes 

Selection 

Obituary 

Eulogy 

Hymn 

Recessional 

Postlude 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Grandsons and Nephews 

Occanneechi-Saponi Tribe 

Blessed Assurance 

Mrs. Lillian R. Williams 

Family and Friends 
(Please limit to 2 minutes) 

Williams Family 

Mrs. Lillian R. Williams 

Bishop C. P. Pulliam 

In the Garden 

When We All Get to Heaven 

********** 
Interment 

Woodlawn Memorial Park 
Miami Boulevard 

Durham, NC 

Acknowledgements 

Floral Bearers 
Granddaughters and Nieces 

The family wishes to acknowledge the many acts of kindness and beautiful expressions of sympathy that 
have been given to us during our time of bereavement. 

Family will receive friends at 1503 Lincoln Street, immediately following the Interment. 

* * * * * 
Drivers in the Procession, Please Turn on Your Headlights and Flashers for Safety 
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Emai l: fisherfp (i/lhotmai l. com 

Since 1963 



~7.r- -· 
RUSSELL ' 

DURHAM · Mrs. Hazel Hud-
son Russell, 87, of 1108 
Chalmers St., departed this life 

and entered 
eternal rest 
peacefully 
from her 
home, Thurs· 
day, February 
12, 2004. Her 
funeral service 
will be held 
Monday, Feb-

ruary 16, 2004, a t 1 p.m. at 
St. Mark AME Zion Church, 
The Rev. Avery C. Brown, pas· 
tor. Burial will follow in Beech
wood Cemetery. 

The family will receive 
friends Monday from 12 noon 
until 1 p.m. at the church iust 
before the service. Arrange· 
n:ients by · Burthey Funeral Ser· 
vice. 



1Jn <tre~hrafinn nf fqe tlife anb ifnmegning 
of 

Mr. Moses Edward Russell, Jr. 

October 18, 1916 - April 20, 1999 

***** 

~.~ E.,F==========t~ 

i I 

I 

***** 
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1999 

2P.M. 

***** 

WHITE ROCK BAPTIST CHURCH 

3400 Fayetteville Street 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 

***** 

Reverend Doctor Reginald Van Stephens, Pastor 

Reverend Doctor James P. Russell, Officiating 



@bituary 
MR. MOSES EDWARD RUSSELL, JR., son of the late Moses Edward and Ethel Lee 

Harper Russell, was born on October 18, 1916 in Warren County (Merrimont Township), 
North Carolina. He departed this life on Tuesday, April 20, 1999, in Duke University Medical 
Center, Durham, North Carolina. 

He was united in Holy Matrimony with the former Beulah Guy of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, July 4, 1941. At an early age, Moses joined Bethlehem Baptist Church in Wise, 
North Carolina which was founded by his grandfather, the Reverend Charlie Harper. 

He was educated in the Warren County Public Schools and was a 1938 graduate of 
Warren County Training School. He was a 1948 graduate of North Carolina A&T State 
University with B.S. and M.S. degrees in Agricultural Education. He was a 50 year alumnus 
and was very supportive of bis alma mater. 

He was a World War Il Navy veteran having served from July 1945 to June 1946. 
He was also a member of Weaver McLean American Legion Post #175. 
A person who taught "you need to learn how to do some of everything and you never 

know what you might need to know to make a living," he followed various vocations. He has 
been a teacher, beginning his career in 1948, a nursing assistant, a farmer, a ship rigger, a 
medical researcher, a nuclear medical technologist, a truck driver, a herdsman while in school, 
tax consultant and also an instructor at Duke University. 

Scouting was a large part of Mr. Russell's life. He started his affiliation while in 
Roxboro and continued bis association for more than 45 years. He served as a Boy Scout 
leader and Commissioner. He was presented with the Silver Beaver Award, which is the 
highest Scouting award by his wife, Beulah. 

He received many community and school awards. A member of White Rock Baptist 
Church since 1962, he received the Moore-Kennedy Bible Class Award. Be served as 
president of College View District for many years and also as a trustee. 

He retired from many years of work as a civil service employee at the Durham Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in 1981. For many years since, he has provided a community garden 
and been a helper of those who have needed help. 

He leaves to cherish his loving memories, his wife of 57 years, Mrs. Beulah Guy Russell; 
four daughters, Mrs. Carolyn R. Newsome (Robert) of Baltimore, Maryland, Mrs. Moselle 
Rice of Detroit, Michigan, Overseer Linda G. Russell (William) of Durham, N.C. and 
Evangelist Anne M. Peterson (Robert) of Durham, N.C.; a devoted grandson, Moses D. Wilson 
(Constance) of Seattle, Washington; 15 grandchildren; 6 great grandchildren; 1 great great 
grandchild; three sisters, Mrs. Mary Louise Williams and Mrs. Lillian R. Williams (Luke), 
both of Alexandria, Virginia and Dr. Susie R. Wilson of Virginia Beach, Virginia; two 
brothers, John D. Russell of Norlina, N. C. and Rev. Dr. James P. Russell, Sr. of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana; two sisters-in-law, Mrs. Lula Bracken of Greensboro, N.C. and Mrs. Pauline Russell 
of Alexandria, Virginia; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 



PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL 

HY"MN .. ·-························································-···················· ................................................... Cboir 

INVOCA TION ............................................................................................... Bisbop C. P. Pulliam 
IWFC Menwrial Church, Inc. 

SCRIPTURE 
Old Testament- Psalms 23 
New Testament - Philippians 4:4-9 

SELECTION .................................................................................................. Bishop C. P. Pulliam 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ....................................... Mrs. Lillian Williams/Dr. Susie R. Wilson 

RESOLUTIONS 

SCO UTIN' G RESOLUTION ......... _ ...................................................................... Mike Anderson 

OBITUARY ................................................................................................... Ms. Meriel Newsome 

TRIBUTE ................................................................................................................. Grandchildren 

SELECTION ..................................................................... ·-········ ......................... Granddaughters 

REMARKS·-···· .. ·•·············• .................................................................................. _ ....••..... Ministers 
Family and Friends 

SOW .................................................................................................... Ms. Demetria L. Newsome 

EUL()(;Y·-········································-· ................................... Reverend Doctor James P. Russell 
Pastor, Greater Progressive Baptist Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

HY"MN-··-···············-·················································-································-···-····················· Choir 
RECESSIONAL 

POSTLUDE 

***** 
Interment 

Military Rites by Weaver McLean American Legion Post #175 
Woodlawn Memorial Park 

Miami Boulevard 
Durham, North Carolina 

Drivers in the Procession, Please Turn on Your Headlights and Flashers for Safety. 



tJall iirarers 
Deacons 
Trustees 
Scouts 

ipnnnrary tJall iiearers 
Moore-Kennedy Bible Class 

Weaver McLean American Legion Post #175 
North Carolina A&T State University Alumni 

~lnral ~earers 
Deaconess 

College View District 
Ladies of Senior Adult Ministries 

iijnnnrary ,jl'loral iiearers 
Weaver McLean American Legion Post #175, Women's Auxiliary 

North Carolina A&T State University Alumni 

***** 
<iranbbabby 

Grand stands for Great 
Daddy stands for father 
Both of them you were 

You said you were ready for home 
and the Lord said come on. 

Who did we call on when we needed love and encouragement 
Oir.milllailll!J 

Who did we call on, when we needed advice 
Oir.milllailby 

Who did we call on when we needed money for any reason, 
Oiranilllailllg 

Who did we call on when we needed help in school and always participated in our school events, 
Oiranilbailllg 

Who always told us no matter what we do always keep our heads up, never give up, stay in the right 
direction, and make him proud, 

e&ranbbablly 
Even though you departed from this world, we know that you are in heaven looking down on us, 

with a big smile on your face like always, and love in your heart. 
And we love you too, Clratmbailbg 

Sarah Tatum. 

A.cknnud.eikgement 
The FAMILY gratefully acknowledges and deeply appreciates the many acts of kindness 
shown to them durin2 their period of bereavement. May God continue to richly bless you. 

~isller ,jl'uneral tJarlnr 
3137 Fayetteville St., Durham, NC 27707 



ACTIVE PALLBEARERS : 

J . H. Bell 

W . A . Clement 

W. M . Flintall 

P.A. Jeffreys 

B. W . Kennedy 

J . T . Taylor 

David Thompson 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS : 

Deacons of White Rock Baptist Church 

Trus tees of White R ock Baptist Church 

Durham Academy of Medicine 

Lincoln Hospital 

Mechanics a nd Farmers Bank 

North Carolina College at Durham 

North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company 

Dr. D. B. Cooke George W . Logan, Sr. 

Dr. J. W. V. Cordice Dr. J . W. J effries 

Dr. C lyde Donnell 

Dr. Alfonso Elder 

Dr. C. D . Grandy 

FLORAL BEARERS: 

Dr. E. P. Norris, Jr. 

Dr. R. P . Randolph 

Att 'y. M. Hugh Thompson 

C. T . Willis 

Hattie E. Shepard Missionary Circle 

Daughters of Dorcas 

Daughters of Isis 

SER 'JICE PRINTING CO., DURHAM , N, C . 

, 

]In iicnu.1ria111 

MRS. ROSE EMMA Rlf SSELL 

NOVEMBER 26 , 1875 - MAY 25 , 1953 

THOMAS JEFFERSON RussELL: " For David, after he had served 
his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep ." 
ACTS 13 :36. . 

MRS. RosE EMMA RussELL : " Then Bathsheba bowed with her 
.face to the earth, and did reverence to the king , and said, 
Let rny lord king David live for ever." I KINGS 1 :31. 

" For I have .faith in God, and have a friend. " 

Durham's Jflhite Rock Baptist Church 
NORTH CAROLINA 

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 1953 

4 P . M. 



OBITUARY of RosE EMMA RussELL who was born to Jeff and 
Mary Street in Roxboro, North Carolina. At an early age the fam
ily moved to Durham. 

When Thomas Jefferson Russell died in 1937, he had been mar
ried to Rose Emma forty-two years. To this union four children 
were born , but only one of them now survives. 

The great loyalties of the deceased were her family and her 
church. From the t ime of early womanhood Emma Russell , as she 
was affectionately called, was a faithful member of White Rock 
Baptist Church and its Hattie E. Shepard Missionary Society and 
its District 15. 

There are left to mourn their loss one daughter, Mrs. Ethel 
Grizzelle Hubbard; a son-in-law , Dr. James M. Hubbard, Sr.; a 
granddaughter-in-law , Mrs. Gloria Hubbard ; a grandson, Dr. James 
M. Hubbard, Jr.; a great granddaughter, Linda Rose Hubbard; two 
other grandsons, Thomas Russell Hubbard and Robert Russell 
Faison , and a host of relatives and friends . 

" Servant of God, well done ." 

SERVICE OF MEMORY 

ORGAN MEDITATION AND 
PROCESSIONAL . 

"ABIDE WITH ME" . 

PRAYER . 

SCRIPTURE. 

. JOHN H . GATTIS 

. CHOIR 

. THE REv. A. S. CROOM 
Pastor of U-uion Bapt ist Cltitrc li 

. THE REV. D . A. JOI-INSTON 
Pastor of St. .J oseph A . M. E . Church 

"'WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS". _ Cttorn 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . 

EULOGY-"A Mother In Israel" 
1 Kings 1 :31 . 

. C. C. AMEY 

. PASTOR MILES MARK FISHER 

"COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING" . - CHOIR 

RECESSIONAL . . JOHN H . GATTIS 

INTERMENT AT BEEC HWOOU CEMETERY 


