






pro!t:,sor l'1l1(:ntus of obstetrics and gyneculogy at or~ .. ,., 
York L'ni\'er,ity C(.lIege of lIedicine; pecialist certified hy 
tht! .\merican Board of Ob tetrics and Gynecolo~y, Inc.; mem­
her and pa,t president of the American (;ynecological . ociety ; 
member of the American 'ociety for the Control of Cancer; 
fellow of the American Collegc oi Surgeon>; obstetrician and 
gynecolugi,t, French Ho,pital; consulting !-.')'nccologist. Har­
lem H o pita1 and the Bronx lIaternity and \~'0tl1an'5 Hospital: 
director of gynecology, Jersey City ~{cdical Center. Jer cy 
City, );. J.; consulting obstetrician. l[ethodi,t Hospital , Brook­
lyn, lfotlllt \-emon H ospital. ~fotlnt Yernon. N. y" and the 
:\[argaret Hague }'faternity II o>pital. Jersey City, ~, J.; COIl­

sulting ob,telrician and gynt:colot::ist at the Bc\1eYtlc Hospital, 
\\ here he had been director of the gynecologic ,en'ice for 
many years: in 1941 recei\'ed the ductorate of public health 
from XC\\' Yurk l:niycr,ity; died in Prout" Xeck. :\faine. 
. \ugust 27. a~ed 75. of anne llt1lmonary edcma, 

Eben Homer Ben-­
net.. • l .ubec. :\1 ainl' : 
Tt·ffer',on-l[edica! Col­
iege of Philadelphia. 
1'75: an Affiliate Fel­
lo\\' of and in 191~-
1913 delegate to the 
,\merican ::Iledical . \:'­
sociatioll; past presi­
dent of the :\f a i Il c: 
:\[edical As,ociatiol1 
and the \Vashingtull 
County l[edical Soci­
ety; acting assi~tant 
-urg-con ill the l.". S. 
Public Health S!'r­
"ice; ,r1wol slljJl'J'in­
tendclrt fur fiity year,: 
in 1~94 one of the fir,t 
I~ublic high chools to 
he ('!:otabli 'hed in lIain' 
\\,a, opelK'<i in Luhec 
largely through his in­
tere~t ill public edl1ca­
tion: f(J1· many year> 
physician to the Roost:­
velt familv when it 
,;umlllercc! ' in Campo­
hello. officiating at the 
birth of Franklin Jr . 
in 1914 and as,isting 
with Franklin Sr. when 

1. "·.'('T. \\',\LHR E. TIRO\\;>; 
(:'IC), LT.S.:\ .. 1<l13-11)~3 

he fir,t hecame ill with l'uli(Jlllyeiiti,; in 1935. at the sugg'·'­
lion ot ~I rs. l~ou,e"clt, a\yarckd tIll' guldt'n \"nrhll'm of th" 
Bcal.:un Cin:it: of Honor, an honor paid'h ' . }\eaCl'l1 Sdmo1. 
Bo!'tml, tn an inc1iytduar .\\ 110 i, al1 out$tanding' example for 
youth"; ill 1937 rcceiwd the annual a\\·ard of the :\iaine ~Icdi­
cal Associatiol1 for "oubtanding en'icc as a doctor": died 
August 31, aged %. of cerebral thru\l1h()~i;;, 

Edwin Manson Neher ~ Lagllll:.t neach, ·alii.: l{lI,l! 
l'icdical Collrgc. Chicago. 190f,: l11eltlher of t!l(; H .. lhe ot 
Delt:gate, of the :\meri('al1 1 II.'cl ica I . \,;.,oci;),ti"l1 in I 922. 11)24. 

Surgcum: Sp(;(:lall,t ,·crttn,·c! fly tile .'\l11l·ncan Hoaro OJ UPII­
tha1mology; formerly llphthahnologi,t on thc ,taff of St. ;\Iark', 
Hospital. alt Lake City. \\here he was aI,,, ophthalmologist 
for the l:tah Fu('] Company; died July S. agl·d (,I). of ccrehral 
hemorrhage. 

Thomas Harris Cherry ~ Xc\\' York; C.)lurnhia l.inivcr­
sity College of Phy. ician; and Surg('un:" Xe\\ York. 1904; 
pecialist certified by the American Board of Ohstetrics and 

Gynecolo/-.'y. Inc,. clini('al profe~~or of gynecology at the :\cw 
York Post-Gradnate lfedical :l'houl. Columbia l-Ilil'er:;it\': 
fello\\' of the Amcrican College of Surgeon,. amI the X l:\\ 
York Academy of lIedicil1c: attending gynec(Jlugi"t at the 
Xc\\' York Po t-Graduate Hospital: cOll>ulting gynecologi"t. 
'uff"lk County Sanatoriu111, Holb\'ilil:, Flushing- Iln,pital and 
Di~pl·llsary. Flu,hil1,1r. and the All .'ouls Huspital, ::IIo1'ristO\\I1 . 
X. ).: author of "SlIrgiral and \lcrliral Gynccoltlgk Technic"; 

Ln:rT. GILHI'NT . C.\.\[PBI,r.1. 

C ~I Cl, C.S.:\' .. 1<114-1943 

died iii the :-.ranhat­
tan Gl"II"ral Hospital 
.\ugu>t 30, aged 64, oi 
('oronar), thromhosis, 

Katherine Pritch­
ard Hoyt, \\' cnltam. 
\la5s.: \\·oman's lled­
ica I College of the 
:\cw York Infirman 
ior \\' 0111cn and Chi!­
dn:rr, Xc\\' York. lR..~7: 
died J line 1. aged 79. 
of coronary thnll11 
h0,is. -

Charles Cal yin 
Hubbard. Fannt:r. X. 
c.: J effer,on \lcdical 
CoJlcg:e of Philadd­
phia. 1&;8; honorary 
member of the :-'lcdical 
:-;ocict v of the 'tatr: of 
Xorth' Carolina; mem­
her of the Randoli'h 
Count\' Board of 
Healtlr; cli ... d July 20. 
clg"t'd i(), of angina 
peclorj,. 

William Merritt 
Jones, c; reen, born. 
X, c.: L·lIiVl.'rsity of 
:-'Iaryland chool of 
\1 erlicinc. Baltimure. 

1903; Irollurary lIIemher of the lll·dkal .'ocict\, of tire .'tatl· 
of ,'ortlr arolin<t: fortnerlv a member o[ thc - ,tat.: hoard oj 
medical examint'r,: served a~ health otliccr .)( Cllilford Count" . 
examinIng phYSICIan fl)r the county draft hoard duril+!i \\'oih! 
\\'ar I and II: medical director of the Jeller<on Standard Lif,· 
In,urancc Company: died July 29, ag-'<1 (,;1. of carcilwrrra oi 
tht! lung. 

Benjamin Baker Kelly, Purdy, 110.: Cni\'crsity of Ten 
nt:~'cc l'ledical Department. Xa,lwille. 1890; >crvcd during 
" '"rid \\'ar I; <en'ed a, pre"iclent oj the 'rhool hoard: flirt! 

KILLED IN ACTION 

Walter Earl Brown ~ l.iellll·nant DIC). C. ~. Kavy. 
\Vilson. K. c.; Duke Cnivcrsity 'choo1 of lIedicine, 
Durham. 1931{: sen'ed all internship at the Park View 
Hospital. Rocky l[ount. and the Baker SanatoriulIl in 
Lumherton; commissioned a lieutenant (jg) in the medical 
corps of the Cnited Stat<:s Navy on Oct, 2. 1940 and later 
pr01110ted to lieutcnant: ag-I.'CI 30; was killt-d in action in 
the Pacific area: tllC presumptive date of death \\"as :\ m', 
14, 1943, according to the Xa\'y T)cpartllll·nt. 

Gilbert Carmon Campbell ~ Lieutenant OIC). C, '. 
:\"a\)'. l\fcCracken. Kan,: Creighton l:niversity Sdl()ol of 
:-'Iedicine. Omaha, 1940; served an internship at the Creigh­
tun l(emorial 51. Joseph's Ho pita1. Omaha: (ommissioned 
a lieutenant (jg) in the medical curps of the U, ... Kaval 
Reserve on July 7. 1941: became a lieulenant (jg) in tlr · 
medical corps of tire reglllar t:. S. Xa\'~' on ~rarch 26. 
1942: promoted to lieutenant on June 15. 194~: a!.(cd 29: 
killt'd in action in the Pacific area: pre,lIlllpti\'e date ()l 
death Xo,·. 1o, 1943, ;\n,.,rliing" to the :\a\'y Del)artmcnt. 
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BIRMINGHAM CHAPTER NO.4 
CHAPTER HOME: 238 SECOND A VENUE NORTH 

MAILING ADDRESS : P.O: BOX 610343 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35261-0343 

8 December 1992 

Ms. Marg -Margaret Rand 
1700 wiishire Blvd. 
Wilson, N.C. 27893 

Dear Ms. qand, 

I was shocked to see your inquiry in the Guadalcanal Echoes in 
this last edition about your father Dr. Walter E. Brown. I am goigg 
to send you quite a bit of information that I have received in the 
past couple of years about your father and others that were with him. 
~he main person you need to contact is Dr. D.A. Mills{ a copy of his 
letter to me is encLosed). As you can tell from the correspondance 
between Ted Blahnik, Echoes Editor, Dr. Mills, and myself I worked 
a long t~me to solve the puzzle about my friend anu your father's 
friend, Dr. Felix Long. To my- knowledge there were six doctors that 
were a~signed to the Cub 13 unit in the beginning, that were sent 
to our unit Cub I temporlty until being assigned to the MAG Unit. 
Of course this has been fifty years ago and some things are diff­
icult to he exact. 

Since Dr. Long was a friend of mine from home I met the other 
Doctors including your father but did know him enough to say we 
beca~e close friends, but out there all paople were your friends 
where you knew them well or not. We all shared desperate times to 
attempt tn survive and the Doctor's and C~rpmen ' were all hands best 
fri.ends. When you ask a service man in combat who your best friend 
is, you hear the answer immediately. The Medic!. 

My suggestion is to contact Dr. Mills if he did not read your 
article and respond. In my opinion he is the best person I know of 
to answer your questions. I hope I have assisted in some small way. 
I am ·sending you a clipping and picture that was in the same Echoes 
for your information. I do not know your feelings over the years, l 
only lost my dad when I was 60 years old, and my mother a year later. 
T also lost my little Rartner of 42 years 3~ years ago. I would like 
to say the men in the pacific at that time were outstanding men. Your 
father wa~ helping fly out wounded men from the canal to where they 
could be treated and saved. We owe him and others like him a great 
debt of gratitude because due to men like him many young men returned 
home to their families. ~he real heroes of any war ~~the ones that 
do not return, becuase they gave the supreme sacrifice. We that re­
turnen are only survivors. God Bless you and comfort you. 

~ 
ilan patriotism, 

,~ ,~Zt 
t.;. WI// Jers~n Smith, Past Dept, Cmdr. MOPR 
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233 East Haven Drive 
. Birmingham, AL 35215 ' 
21 January 1991 

. Ted Blahnik ' . 
Editor-Director, 
Guadalcanal Campaign Veterans 
P.O. Box 181 
Coloma, HI 4903e-Ol~1 

Dear Ted: 

Thank' you very much for your assistance in my question concerning an old friend Dr. 
Felix Long so long ago. ~ am sending you a copy of Dr. Mills letter to me and my 
return to him for your ' information. You can tell from my letter ~hat I die ~ith the 
information. It ~ould be of assistance to members of his family. 

Also, thank you for pointing put " Yardbir~s' ,pictures tome because I had missed it. 
You probably ' have ' already he..ard,of it but for any member in VP-12, 34, 54 and other 
Black Cat Squaarons, ~ho hav~ not: ther~ ' is an .. excellent book, 'nlack Cat Raiders 
of World War .~I', by Capt.·Ric~ard Knott~,USN'(Ret). I believe it is published by 
the Nautical and Aviation Publishing Company · of Annapolis, }ID 21401, or the Naval 
Acadeiny Press. This book covered several. of the ."Cat". squadrons and to me ~as highly 
interesting. . 

,. 
Ted, the speed and efficiency. that you and Dr. Miils displayed in assisting me 
solve a long time mystery was exemplary and most graciously appreciated. (By the way 
I also remember The }1ighty-O~d Five-O). 

Yours in patriotism, 

Gershon Smith 



Mrs. Margaret Rand 
1700 Wilshire Blvd., 
Wilson, NC 27893 

Dear Mrs. Rand, 

02 ·December 1992 

This is an at.tempt to give you some of the information you asked for in 
your letter to GUADALCANAL ECHOES. I believe I can give you somw reasonably 
accurate information, but I beg your forgiveness if on any item I remember 
incoriectly. After fifty years it is difficult to be completely certain of 
everything that transpired. 

CUB 13 sailed from California on 07 August 1942, the same day that the 
Marines landed on Guadalcanal, on a contract passenger ship, the MV Japara . . 
The trip to New Caledonia, with a stop in American Samoa, was essentially 
uneventful. A rather large medical component was aboard, and it included six 
Navy Flight · Surgeons. Arriving at New Caledonia, camp was setup just outside 
of Noumea . . 

Some little while later(I cannot recall the exact interval) the flight 
surgeons were detached from CUB 13 and ordered to the First Marine Air Wing. 
They reported to an Advanced Rschelon on Guadalcanal (code name CACTUS) We 
arrived there some time in the first half of October 1942, just one day after 
the big October shelling. 

The tasks for these doctors were to fly with the R4D's (DC3) of MAG 2S in 
evacuating the sick and wounded Marines back to either Efate or Espiritu for 
hospital care. The planes then returned to CACTUS with freight consisting 
mainly of SS gallon drums of aviation gasoline, necessary to keep the fighters 
flying. 

I recall the day the plane ca~rying Dr. Brown went down. A second one of 
our doctors, Dr. Felix Long, was aboard the same plane. I never talked to 
anyone who saw the plane go down. It occurred off shore in open water. 

While we were on Guadalcanal, there were five of us who 'tented' together: 
Walter E. Brown Felix B~ Long Raymond D. Little 
William P. Downey & Dawson A. Mills 

However, it was rare to find all five there at anyone time. Usually one or 
more were out flying. By early December 1942, the remainder of us were 

·scattered. I ended up at the 'Aviatorium' in Noumea for' a stretch. 

I trust this serves to fill in your knowledge of the happenings to some 
extent. Should you have questions, I'd be glad to hear from you and to attempt 
to answer them. 

Dr. D. A. Mills, M.D~ 

2012 Merrymount Drive, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 

i :, ," 

Sincerely, 

~~ Ic~ /!~ JfrJ , . 



--- --------- ---

--------------------~-----------------------------------------------------------

Dear Mr. Smith, 

DR. D. A. MILLS 
2012 MERRYMOUNT DRIVE 

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 22401 

08 January 1991 

This is in reply to your letter of 27 December, 
addressed to Ted Blahnik. Yes, it was Felix Long who 
was lost that night in mid-November 1942, along with Dr. 
Walter Brown. The plane (a- Marihe R4D) was returning 
after a trip with evacuees to Espiritu or Efate. It 
made contact with the tower but never made it to the field. 
As I recall there was no enemy night-aviation action. 

On return trips to the Canal, it was necessary 
for the ~narmed transports to fly the last few miles 
very low over the water before popping up over the palms 
to make the landing. I have no recollection of just 
what the official report stated. However, those of us 
who were there felt that the pilot allowed the plane 
to descend too far over the water, ultimately crashing. 
I never did hear of anyone who claimed to have seen 
the accident. 

I knew both Dr. _ Long and his wife quite well, but 
never heard from any of the family ~ubsequently . 
There was another doctor in the area who was from 
Coffeevide MS. Could you have known him? I have 
no knowledge of what ever became of him. Dr Criss 

Hope this answers yout inquiry. 

- ,Sincerely.... _ { . h' -'. I,. , / - • '~.~J- {{ - :I(...k(:; 
US Navy (retired) 



December 10, 1992 

Mary Margaret Rand 
1700 Wilshire Blvd 
Wilson, N.C. 27893 

Dear Mrs. Rand: 

V. S. FALK, M.D. 
2164 Colladay Pt. Drive 

Stoughton, WI 53589 

In response to your note in "Guadalcanal Echoes" I am sending several items which 
might be of interest to you. 

On the back page of the "Gosport" is a picture of our class at Pensacola. Your 
father is in the first row and I am in the back. Please return the magazine. 
We were at Pensacola from January to May 1942. I returned to duty with the Marines 
at San Diego and left for the South Pacific on September 1st. 

All of the other stuff you may keep. There are copies of two articles I wrote 
about VMSB-141. The picture of your father and me was taken in our tent at Guadalcanal 
in November 1942. (I was doing my laundry.) The other picture was of our squadron 
sick bay (2/3 of a Quonset hut) which was located just across a path from our tent. 
I was the squadron flight surgeon. We never did learn for certainty why the DC-3 with 
your father and Felix Long aboard was lost as it was approaching, but it was quite 
possible it was shot down. 

I have also enclosed an article which has been submitted but not yet published. 
It pertains particularly to Dr. Ringness, but lists all of the flight surgeons with 
our Air Group. 

If you ever get to Madison to visit your friend, please give us a call as we are 
just 15 miles away. If I can be of any further ,help to you, please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

j/ti 1#e 
V.S. Falk, M.D. 
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By Dr. Victor S. Falk, M.D. 

VMSIJ·141 boarded the SS Lurline on 30 August 1942 at 
tile t.ll1barc.HiclO ill ,);li", Di"j;v. T:,,, :.hij' ~.at~ ~ t ~e:1 
painted wartime gn:y. The civilian stewards and waiters pro­
vided peacetime service and three times a day we were present­
ed with menus the size of a newspaper. Eight of us were quar­
tered in a lamli suite on the top deck, originally meant for two 
occupants. Within a few weeks four of the eight had been kill· 
ed at Guadaleanal and a fifth (McDuffie) was evacuated with 
a fractured leg after a single night there. Those killed were 
Major Gordon Bell. Captains Ed Miller and Bob Abbott and 
Lieutenant Worthan Starr Ashcroft. Captain Basil McDuffie, 
our intelligence officer, had been one of "Major Geiger's boys 
in World War I" and had come back as a so called retread. 
Chuck Dobson was the Group transportation officer who went 
on to flight training after the war. He was killed in a mountain 
crash in the western U.S. in January 1968. 

At Pago Pago, Samoa we transferred to the Matsonia, a 
sister ship of the Lurline, and continued on to Noumea. Since 
many of the young pilots had only a few hours in flying SBDs, 
it was anticipated that there would be a period of training in 
New Caledonia. However, because of the dire situation at Gua· 
daleanal, the pilots were flown there in increments over several 
days. One of the pilots was lost when he was catapulted off 
the U.S.S. Copahee in the harbor of Noumea. 

A few days later, Captain McDuffie and I, along with 80 
key enlisted personnel, embarked on the U.S.S. Zeillin, a WW I 
transport that had also been recommissioned. We disembarked 
at Guadaleanal on October 13th, a memorable date for all 
those who were there that night as two Japanese battleships 
were off shore and threw 900 14 inch shells directed at 
Henderson Field. Many of the shells fell short and exploded in 
a coconut grove where the aviation personnel were living in 
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tents. That night Major Bell, Capt. Miller, Capt. Abbot 
J .iel1t~nant Chaney. the sCluadron adjutant Lieutenant Hale 
and Capt. Rex " Heap from MAq-.14 headquar~ers squadr< 
were all killed by the naval shelling. Oneof the flight surgeol 
was also mortally wounded. 

Rations and Quarters 
After we were blown out of the coconut grove we moved 

a valley south" Of Henderson Field where we felt more secu 
even though it was near Bloody Ridge. Although some of t 
senior NCO's dug bunkers into the side of the hill for th, 
accommodations, most the rest of us were crowded into t 
usual pyramidal tents. Our valley was fine until the rains cam 
Also in the valley was our sick bay which was two· thirds of 
Quonset hut erected by the Sea Bees. It held twenty co 
which were always filled, mainly with patients having diarrh 
or malaria. The more serious casualties were promptly evacUl 
ed by air. A fox hole had been dug along the length of the si, 
bay for use by the patients during the nightly air raids 1 
Washing Machine Charlie. That elongated fox hole was partie 
larly miserable after the rains came. And if anyone didn't ha 
malaria prior to spending the nights in that environment, t 
anopheles mosquitos certainly found him there. 

The other one third of the Quonset hut was the mess hE 
The rations seemed to consist of the basic trimuvirate of Sp<! 
(luncheon meat), Vienna sausage and corned beef. The po 
dered eggs and dehydrated potatoes didn't add much to t 
menu. At one time we were presented with 500 cases of lam! 
tongue from Australia, apparently 3 sort of reverse lend-Iel 
gesture. Unfortunately no matter how they were prepan 
they always came out looking like lamb's tongues and WI 

quite inedible. The carrier pilots who were temporarily b3! 
ashore, couldn't believe the rations. 



COllllllunications 
The Communications. Center at Guad .. :.,;aua: ,oo:~ a direct 

hit during a shelling. This expl~ined a breakdown in ~ommuni­
cations that puzzled me. I had accompanied a plalleload of 
casualties to the New Hebrides and was about to return to 
Guadalcanal as the sole passenger along with a r:argl) of avia­
tion gasoline, bombs and oxygen all of which were in short 

,supply. JU$t prior to takeoff we were told that: no on~ ' had 
been able to communicate with Guadalcanal; d fiey ' were 
not quite sure who held the Henderson Field at ~ lat point, but 
we would certainly find out as we attempt to lalld. Foriu'~:tte-
ly it was still ours. . 

~'h 

About a week later two other flight surgeons wcre returning 
on a similar flight and their plane crashed in the ch~nnel 
between Guadalcanal and Tulagi. The causc of • he cras1:'was 
never determined. '\'; , 
Flight Surgeons . ;' 

< 

One reason that flight surgeons were ~omel i mc:; ~<fpul~r 
was that they ' were custodians of a supply 91" two,.Aunce 
bottles of brandy. UnCortunately, my quota ortFandy arrived 
at Guadalcanal by air while I was coming up on ',he ~, hip'. The 
pilots had discovered it and .prescribed the entire : ot G r brandy 
Cor themselves even before I got there. '. . ~. ~ 

Another picture is one that will never be photographed 
again. It shows an SDD on a mission out of GuadaicanaL .In the 
rear cockpit is a flight surgeon. If that pilot had Lnown:of my 
marksmanship and my record in gunnery, I am sure vie would 
have never left Henderson ~-::r-~ 

, # ., ' 

Boyle's Law 
According to Boyle's law, gas expands with a decrease in 

pressure. This can be particul~r1y distressing when the gas i~ in 
the intcstinal tract and the atmospheric pressure is deceased 
when one is ' airborne. The misery is comp'Junded whell the 
suffcrer also has diarrhea. This happened to one of our p;;ots 
when he was on a mission. In order to relieve himself he ask:.:d 
his radio gunner hi handle the controls in the , \!al' cockpit 
while he slipped out of his parachute and hung 1 :5 L tt over 
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edge of thc cockpit. Unfortunatcly the canopy was open over 
the rcar cockpit and the radio gunner suddenly found himself 
alindcd by a face full oC liquid feces. He abruptly leaned for­
ward, which maneuver put the plane into quite a steep dive. 
This left the pilot clutching the edge of the cockpit with his 
fingernails until the plane finally leveled off again. Diarrhea 
was extremely prevalent all through the tropics, and I am sure 
it was the height of everyone's ambition to have a formed 
"tool again someday. 

Fox Hole Call 
Although 1 have made house calls and hut calls in many 

parts of the world, on this particular occasion I was asked to 
make a fox hole call. In the fox hole I found a Lieutenant 
Colonel who was having an earthshaking chill. He w~s a very 
husky, usually dctermineo individual, but he was in such dire. 
straits that.he agreed"to accompany me and 1 was able to get 
him on an evacuation flight to the New Hebrides. At the hospi­
tal there it was found that he had dengue rather than ma1aria, 
and he recovered rapidly. He later told me he had no recall 
whatsoever of my morning call or of his departure. However, 
he was adamant about returning to Guadalcanal and terminat­
~ his own hospitaliz.ation abruptly. Several weeks later 1 was 
discussing with him the status of our surviving pilots, who by 
~hat time were thoroughly exhausted. He said that he was not 
able to ground , them but I could. This was immediately ac­
complished and I was able to gel the pilots flown out all 
evacuation planes, usually two or three each day. 

Chain of Command 
Upon leaving the states, Sergeant Major Bishop addressed 

the squadron and pointed out that there were two Majors in 
the outfit. He was one, MaJ(lr nell W;ll' 'hI' "tnp.r, l'"ci "'p cpp ..... _ 

ed to rate himself in the higher pnority. However. he never got 
beyond New Caledonia as he apparently decided he was a little 
old for the combat area. 

As pointed out in the list of casualties, the three senior 
. officers in the squadron were all lost simultaneously. W.S. 
Ashcroft had been promoted to First Lieutenant after our arri­
val at Guadalcanal. He became the squadron commander until 
he was lost. He was followed by Bob Patterson, another recent 
First Lieutenant, who was in command for three days. He in 
turn was followed by Walt Bartosh who was in command for 
five days. Finally in the summer of 1943 John Lepke who had 
taken over as squadron adjutant, assumed command and took 
lhe ground echelon back to the states. (John later completed 
flight training.) 

Also in the summer of 1943 a new flight echelon was desig­
nated VMSB-141 and returned to Guadalcanal with Major 
Claude Carlson as CO and Major Gene Bell as executive officer. 
Included in the squadron were a half dozen Captains who had 
been in the battle at Midway and all had been awarded Navy 
Crosses for their action there. After that bat tie, someone had 
told them that they were due to return to the states. They 
were not exactly a happy lot to find themselves at Guadalcanal 
instead. I accompanied this flight echelon, the only member 
from the original VMSB-141 to return there. However, it was 
an entirely different world than it had been less than a year 
before. 

How times change and famc fades, Recently, at a medical 
:neeting dinner, Guadalcanal was mentioned. A young physi­
,:ian piped up and said, "Oh. that's the canal in Central Ameri­
~'a that was just given away." What a letdown! 
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A Marine -Dive Bomber Squad;oor­
at Guadalcanal, 1942 

By VICTOR S. FALK, JR., M.D.! F.A.C.S. 
Edgerton, Wisconsin : 

I N AVIATION medicine the 
present is an era "of the human 
centrifuge, high velocity flying, 

acceleration and deceleration, ejectable 
cockpits, sonic radiation and "space,'-' 
The future will see completely auto­
matic interceptors and guided missiles; 
with human fighter pilots obsolete 
supplanted by electronic mechanisms. 
Despite the great advances made in 
aviation since the end of W orId War 
II, a lesson might still be learned by 
looking, in retrospect, a single decade 
to a costly experience, to a time of 
unpreparedness, to a shoestring heroic 
operation. The followi~g is the . actual 
-report of Marine Scout Bombing 
Squadron 141 at Guadalcana:l in 1942. 
This routine report was submitted by 
the writer following a -six weeks' tour 
in combat as the squadron flight 
surgeon. It is not abridged, except that 
the parenthetical comments are after­
thoughts, ten years later. 

VMSB-141, one of the two tactical 
squadrons in Marine Air Group 14, 
left San Diego with forty-one pilots 
and 300 men on the first of September, 
1942, and arrived in Noumea, New 
Caledonia, on September -22, 1942. 
The following morning six pilots left 
by air for Guadalcanal. (A period of 
training was anticipated -in a rear area 
prior to entering combat.) Six more 
went several days later, and the re­
mainder followed in small groups up to 
mid-October. (This piece-meal pro-
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cedure prevented integration of the 
squadron.) One pilot -drowned in the 
harbor at N oumea when his plane was 
catapulted from the USS Copahee. 
Another pilot developed sinusitis in 

- Noumea and was sent back to the 
States. (This boy developed his war 
neurosis more than 1;000 miles from 
combat.) Three enlisted men were 
killed near Tontuta in a DC-3 crash 
en route to Guadalcanal early in 
October. 

At Guadalcanal the pilots were im­
mediately put on heavy flight schedules, 
flying SBD-3's with Navy pilots from 
sunken carriers and relieving dive 
bomber pilots from Marine Air Group 
23. Their missions were long searches, 
anti~submarine patrols and attacks. 
Pilot losses began iq early October, in 
many instances the circumstances being 
unknown. One . pilot failed to return 
on October 2, and two more on 
October 8. Undoubtedly these three 
encountered enemy planes while flying 
alone. Also on October 8, a third 
pilot was seriously wounded -by anti­
aircraft but flew his plane about 150 
miles back to Henderson Field. He 
was immediately evacuated to a Base 
Hospital. 

The night of October 13-14 was a 
disastrous one -as the squadron was 
SUbjected to heavy naval shelling and 
bombing. (It was subsequently learned 
that the battleships Kongo and Haruna 
threw in 900 fourteen-inch shells. This 
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was called "The Bombardment" by 
Guadalcanal veterans for the remainder 
of the war.) Four pilots and one 
ground officer were killed by the shell­
ing. The fatalities included the Squad­
ron Commanding Officer, Executive 
Officer, and Flight Officer. 'This was a 
serious blow to the squadron as it' was 
left without any experienced leaders. 
One pilot sustained severe facial 
lacerations when he made a forced 
water landing on the 14th. He was 
taken to Tulagi and then' evacuated 
to a base hospital. On October 15, 
three more pilots were lost. Two of 
these failed to return from an attack 
on enemy transport ships, and the third 
was chased into the ground by Zeros. 
(Three Japanese transports were 
gutted and beached that day-all total 
losses.) Encounters with enemy ships 
and planes continued through the 16th, 
and two more pilots were lost. It was 
reported that one of the ' pilots was 
strafed in the water by enemy planes. 

All of this proved too much for an 
enlisted pilot who , developed a severe 
anxiety state and had to be evacuated 
on October 17. He was later sent to 
the States. Because of the acute pilot 
shortage, two pilots from other or­
ganizations joined the squadron. One 
of them crashed on take-off on October 
22, and the other spun in from 700 
feet on October 26. On October 24, 
another pilot ran out of gas at night, 
made a water landing and fractured 
his ' arm, necessitating his evacuati~n. 

A pilot who received a "concussion 
syndrome" from a bomb blast was 
evacuated on October' 24. Another 
ruptured a tympanic membrane in a 
dive bombing run and had to be 
evacuated on the 30th. Malaria hit two 
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of the pilots, both se;e~~s which 
were immediately sent to a base hos­
pital; one on November 1, the other 
on November 6. (Ultimately 75 per 
cent of the squadroQ developed 
malaria.) 

By this time fatigue began to , enter 
the picture. Because the number of 
pilots was small, those left had to fly 
longer hours. To ground a pilot for 
fatigue put an extra burden on his 
,overworked colleagues, and there were 
no replacements available at that time. 
On November 7, one of the pilots was 
lost soon after leaving the field on a 
night mission. The following morning 
another was lost in bad weather. On 
November 19, a pilot fractured his jaw 
when his motor failed, and he made a 
water landing. He was sent to a base 
hospital. November 13 concluded the 
flying for the squadron when two more 
pilots were lost. They were last seen 
entering a front at 9,000 feet. The 
long-awaited relief had arrived, and 
the remaining pilots, whom I then 
grounded, were sent to the aviatorium 
(a pilot rest home) at N oumea during 
the week of November 12 to 19. Of 
these thirteen, one was found to have 
malaria on routine blood smears. 

A number of pertinent factors arise 
in considering the heavy losses among 
these pilots. Many of them had joined 
the squadron just before' it left the 
States, and they had had less .than ten 
hours in dive bombers. While they 
were at Guadalcanal, the frequent 
enemy night bombing raids interfered 
with their much-needed rest. (Single 
engine float planes, universally referred 
to as "Washing Machine Charlie," 
flew harassing missions for many hours 
every night, dropping only occasional 
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bombs, but necessitating long un­
comfortable fox hole hours.) The 
food situation was generally poor. It 
was necessary to eat whenever a galley 
was in operation. Since the firing of 
ranges before dawn was not permitted, 
it was impossible to have hot chow pre­
ceding early morning hops . . Facilities 
for meals at the ready tent were in­
adequate because of the paucity of 
ranges and the difficulty of trans­
porting prepared food from distant 
galleys. Operations from Henderson 
Field were further complicated by the 
heavy field artillery, known as Pistol 
Pete. These guns, located beyond the 
Matanikau River, had the runway 
boresighted. The loss of the ·senior 
officers and the consequent lack of 
leadership made the pilots feel as if 
there were no one looking out for 
them. As the command passed from 
one second lieutenant to the next senior 
survivor, the squadron had at least ten 
commanding. officers in six weeks. 
Most of the surviving pilots flew about 
100 hours in combat. 

This squadron was undoubtedly sub­
jected to 'more of a beating and 
operated under greater difficulties than 
any before or after it in the same area. 
Seven DFC's and one Silver Star were 
awarded to pilots in the squadron. 
(This was long before DFC's were 
awarded solely for completing a 
specific number of missions.) 

Eleven of the pilots were sent to 
Australia for a one-week period of 

, health and recreation. Before the re­
mainder could go the·re, sixteen of the 
original pilots were sent to Samoa. 
One was later sent back to the com,bat 
zone. (He refused to fly there and 
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was put on duty in "t~tttrol tower 
at Henderson Field.) 

Recapitulation: 
Total Pilots ...................... 43 

Returned to States ............... 1 
Drowned •• .•..... ........... ... 1 

Total in Combat ................... 41 
Missing in Action .................. 11 
Killed in Action ................... 7 
Evacuated • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Injuries ••••.................. ,. 4 
Malaria ••••. .•.......... .•.. ..•. 2 
Concussion Syndrome •.......• . .• 1 
Anxiety State .................... 1 
Ruptured Ear Drum ............. 1 

The only enlisted casualties were 
among the radio-gunners- seven killed 
and twelve missing in action. In 
addition one ground officer was killed 
and another evacuated due to a frac­
tured leg. (It is noteworthy that the 
flight surgeons attached to this air 
group fared no better than the pilots. 
Three of the seven were lost in a 
month. One was mortally injured in 
the naval shelling of October 13 and 
14, arid two others were lost when a 
DC-3 crashed in the channel between 
Guadalcanal and Tulagi. The latter 
two were returning from a flight of air 
evacuation of casualties. The early 
program for air evacuation was quite 
informal. No one knew until the 
planes arrived at Guadalcanal just how 
many would be available for patients. 
The planes would be rapidly filled from 
the First Marine Division Hospital, 
the worst casualties usually being as­
signed to the plane carrying a flight 
surgeon. Hospital corpsmen accom­
panied each of the other planes with 
the l~ss severe casualties. The flight 
surgeons with the Air Group 'rotated 
on the trips. The usual flight was 
from Guadalcanal to the New Heb­
rides, to New Caledonia and return­
a round trip of ove; 2,000 miles. Fre-

(Continued on Page 248) 
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(CoutillJ'Cd from Page 2]9) 

quently on the return trip the flight 
surgeon would be the soh: passenger 
wedged ill with a cargo of avia,tion !,'dS­

oline, oxygen cylinders and bombs.) 
The purpose of pn:senting this rem­

iniscent report' ten year:; later is to 
point out the tragic.: loss ' of a large 

, number of inau ::qualdy l rain~d pilots 
a'nd to express a ho ' ',! tLat there will 
not be a repetilion. Tht; pilots were 

' pushed beyond hum.' 11 cudurance un-
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der the most· Ci!frWo-rable circum­
stances, . confronted with the almost 
'daily losses of their friends, yet ' per­
formed a remarkable task in their 
share ill holding Guadalcallal during a 
time when the outcome was often in 
doubt. Many valuable lessons, not 
taught at the school of aviation medi­
cine, were learned during those' early 
months of the war in the Pacific, a 
single decade ago. 
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The Navy Cross and The U.S.S. Ringness 

The U.S.S. Ringness, DE-590, w· s named in honor of Lieutenant 

Henry R~ Ringness, (MC), USN, who w.'.s also awarded the Navy Cross 

posthumously. His citation ~ta L ed: 

IIFor extraordinary heriosm as ! light Surgeon of a Marine Aircraft 

Group during actio n against enemy J .lpanese forces on Guadalcanal on 

the nig~t of Octob~r 13-14, 1942. ~hen a hostile task force moved 

in off our b~achhead and commenced a vigorous bombardment of the island 

airfield, Lieutenant Ringness, tra pp e~ in a fox-hole in the camp area 

by the sporadic bursting of shells, was mortally wounded by a near miss 

which killed four of his companions and wounded four others. Although 

completely paralyz e, l in th e lower half of his body and suffering great 

pain because of hi ~ immobility, ·he persisted in administering morphine 

and blood plasma t o wounded personnel until he was finally evacuated 

to a base hospital. Even then, with unselfish devotion to his fellow 

men, he tried to mi uimize his pwn critical condition in order that 

others might be gi ~ an preference in medical treatment. Three days later, 

as a result of his injuries, he gallantly gave up .his life in performance 

of duty in service to his country." 

October 13, 1 ) 42 ha~ been vividly described in every book written 

about the Guadalc ;, .;al battles and the date is often referred to "Black 

Tuesday" or "Tha~ Night" (of the shelling). Just a few days prior to the 

13th, the three o f us flight surgeons attached to the Marine Air Group 14 

argued heatedly a ~ o ut which of us would be the first to fly to Guadalcanal 

Dr. Ringness was ",l i th Hq.Sq. 14, Dr. Rodney Peterson with VMF-121 and 

myself with VMSB- ;. 41 - all Lt., Me, USN. Since I was single, I felt 

that I should go, ~ ut Dr. Ringness asserted that he was senior and that 

he would go. (S c e ral months later my seniority was corrected and it 



turned out that 1 Ii..d been senior.) Consequelltly 1 went ashore at 

Guadalcanal on the ::Iorning of Oct.ober 13th from the U.S.S. Zeillin 

(APA 3) along with ~ he Army L64th Infantry regiment. My commanding 

officer (Major Gor (; iI liell, USMC) greeted me with the statement that 

"this is what we'v e been waiting for. We can fly out of here in any 

direction and find iap ships." Ironically hi3 career ended that night 

a s are suI t 0 f ;; he ; :. i n g fro m 0 n e 0 f tho s e s hip s • That noon there was 

the usual Japanl!se '· ombing run with its fighter escort. Just an hour 

or two later 'there ~ as another simila~ strike hitting the airfield and 

gasoline dump. T!· t s was lollowed by intermittent artillery fire from 

the hills beyond Hctlderson Field where the gunners were all referred 

to as "Pistol Pete". 

Typical of the tropics, night fell abruptly over our bivouac 

area between the b c .lch and Henderson Field. I had turned in along 

with the senior of£lcers from my squadron. (VMSD-141) and Dr. Ringness. 

When I was just ni e.· :!ly settled, a messenger informed me that I was to 
I 

move closer to llen ':l! rson Field as I would be leaving at dawn with a load 

of casualties. De ;: !) i t e my pro t est t hat I had s car c ely see n my p i .l 0 t s I 

there was no alter~~tive. The artillery fire continued and the next 

eve n ton the pro g r i ' ill was the d r 0 p pin g 0 f b rill ant g r e e n f 1 are s fro m a 

Japanese plane. E\· ·: ryone was accustomed to the nightly harassment of 

"Washing Machine Cl::l rlie" and his nocturnal bombing runs but this was 

something'differenl The flares were followed by shelling from the 

battleships Haruna (rid Kon~o and 900 14 inch shells were aimed at 

Henderson Field. r: ,'1 n y 0 f the she 11 s fell a bit s h 0 r t, ex plod in g 

in the co con u t t rC t ;~; in 0 u r b i v 0 u a car ea. This resulted in the deaths 

of the three senio t officers in my squadron (Major Bell, Capt. Ed Miller, 

and Capt. Robert A L~ ott) plus three other officers and the mortal wounding 

of Dr. Ringness. ':. 11 addition to the casualties, tremendous damage resulted 



from the shelling. ~ost of the planes were rendered inoperable. The 

precious aviation r ' 30linc went up in great fiery pyres and the ammunition 

dumps exploded like illammoth fire works. The ground about the ' foxholes 

vibrated like a co~ : ~ inuous earth quake. 

Des pit e the c (, ~ . tin u e dna val and art i I I e r y she I lin gas wei I a s 

sporadic bombin~, I some way a messenger got to our foxhole with an 

uregent request fo r help in the area that I had vacated earlier. One 

of the casualties t :;at I picked .up that night was Dr. Ringness. He 

ve r y coo I y des c rib t ' ': the I eve I 0 f his s pin a I cor din j u r y but for tun ate I y 

he was not aware tl: . t one buttock had been sheared off by a shell fragment. 

During the bombard~": ilt one tall 2nd Lt. stood up in his foxhole to relieve 

his cramped positic :, dudng what he thought was a lull. He fell back into 

the foxhole decapi t. ted. A~other casualty was our squadron intelligence 

officer, Capt. Bas i l McDuffie, USMCR. He was a W W I Marine aviator, 

(. retread) who ha ~ also arrived on the Zeillin. He sustained a 

fractured leg in tll~ scramble for a fox-hole - and had been on Guadalcanal 
\ 

less than 24 hours when he was evacuated; These and others were trans-

ported to . the FirsL Marine Division Hospital. This was a crude wooden 

structure that had ~een built by the Japanese and had been taken over along 

with the electrical and ice plants. Because the attack continued, the 

casualties were moved into an underground shelter adjacent to the 

hospital. It is now 50 years later and I can still distinctly recall 

the sights and smel l s of that dank shelter. An episode occurred at the 

Division Hospital that I shall never forget. I was on my knees on the 

deck attempting to ~ tart plasma on our squadron adjutant whom I had 

brought in. SOllleo: ; '~ came up behind II " _~ and demanded to know who I was and 

what I was doine. .. identified mysel : and indicated what I was trying 

to do • . He respond . ·l th a t he was Comm ·· nder So and 500£ the U.S. Navy 

and ordered me to ~ top. I ~as shockc ,; , the office~ died - and later the 



", 

Chief Pharmacist MaL~ apologized for his commanding officer's outburst , -

which ~pparently was quite common. It was dismaying to learn that the 

C.O. was , subsequentl; promoted to Commodore. I have never forgiven him. 

At dawn, there was one transport plane (DC-3 or R4D) available 

to evacuate casualties. Henderson Field was badly pockmarked with shell 

holes and the plane itself had been holed a few times so that the 

wings flapped a bit on takeoff. We had a full load ' of casualties but 

at the end of the runway we picked up several bedraggled war correspond-

ents hoping to hitchhike out of Guadalcanal. The superb pilot, Capt. 

"Doc'" Whitaker, USMGR, had been halfway through medical school when he 

was called to active duty as a Marine Transport pilot. 

fro m G u a d a i can a I (C act u s) to V i I a, E fat e, New He b rid e s 

The flieht was 

(Roses) where the 

casualties were transferred to a Naval Base Hospital, and then on to 

New Caledonia (White Poppy). The next day the return flight was by 

way of Espiritu Santo (Buttons). As we were about to depart for 

Guadalcanal we were told that there was total lack of communication, 

that the issue was in doubt, and we would find out who was in control 

of Hendersori Field when we attempted to land there. The cargo on the 

return trip consisted of 10 55 g~llon drums of av~ation gasoline, bombs, 

oxygen cylinders and me as the sole , passenger - wedged in between the 

two pliable cabin tanks , of gasoline installed for the long over water 

flight. A week later two of the three additional flight surgeons 

eLts. Walter Brown, and Felix Long, MC, USN) who had been assigned to 

the group to facilitate the evacuation of casualties were aboard a simile 

plane returning to Guadalcanal when the plane was lost as it was approacl 

ing the island. It was never determined whether it was a result of 

enemy action or other cause. The third additional flight surgeon was 

Lt. D aw son Mills. Frequently on the over water flights, the plan~s flew 

so low that a prop-wash wake was vis,ble on the waves ~elow. 
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The evacuation of large numbers · f casualties by air was pioneered 

at Guadalcanal with a Flight Surgeon " r a Hospital Corpsman and later 

a Flight Nurse aboard each plane. 

(Dr. Ringness was in the eleventh class of Flight Surceons; 

Drs. Peterson, Bro l- a, Long, Mills and J:"alk were in the twelfth class 

at the School of Av i ation Medicine, NAS, Pensacola in early 1942 . ) 

s __ SS.~-3i·S--· ass VIClOR 5 FAL~ 
~~64 COl~AO~1 ~l5a9 
sl ouOll1 0". 



UEGULAR MEDICAL OFFICERS 

FIRST ROW-Left to Right: Lieut. (j",) W. E. Drown, Lieut. (jg) D. C. Turnipseeu, Lieut.-Comur. J. Love, Comur. J. L. Shipley, Lieul 
(jlt) E. C. Ol.on, Lieut. (jlt) P. Deraninn, Lieut. (jg) J. L. Fuellin",. 

SECOND HOW- Left to Iti",ht: Lieut. A. D. Berry, Lieut. (jlt) It. F. Hig"ins, Lieut. (j,,) H. A. Lyons, Lieut. (jg) J . P. ilell, Lieut. (jg) 
M. J. Mnckuy, Lieut. (jg) C. L. Rick TIl, Lieut. (jg) D. A. Mills. Lieot. (jg) W. P. Downey. 

THIll!) IlOW-Left to Hight: Lieut. ,J. H. Suitor, Lieut. (jg) M. M. Driskell, Lieut. (j,,) A .. J. Vandergrind, Lieut. (j,,) P. L. Stuck, 
Lieut. (k) H. U . . I nn~', Lieut. (j,,) N. L. V. Yoou, Lieut. (j,,) .1. W. Weaver, Lieut. (j,,) C. H. Carter. Lieut. (j,,) W. H. Walker. 

FOUltTH HOW- Left leI !li"ht: Licul. (jv:) Eo M. Spllulllin", Lieut. (j,,) .J. n. McGre"",·, Lieut. (j,,) It. Z. Cullin,!, .. Ir .. Lieut. (j,,) 
F. U. Lon"" Lieut. (j,,) ll . B. I,;i.uer"" Lieut. (j,,) It. A. Stnnduru, Lieut. (j,,) J. Coudon, Lieut. (j,,) It. D. Litlle, Lieut. (j,,) W. H. Gulledge. 

FIFTH !lOW-Left to right: Lieut. (jg) C. C. Clement, Lieut. (jg) Y_ S. Folk, Lieut. (jg) F. G. Johnson. 

4 .. 

RESEHVE MEDICAL OFFICEItS 

FIUST ROW-Left to Right: Lieut. -Comur. P. T . Southgate, Lieut.-Comdr. C. P. Hun"ate, Lieut.-Commander J. A. Lund, Lieut.-Cornu,'. 
G. T. Gwnthmey, Lieut.-Comdr. G. C. Wilson , Lieut.-Comdr. C. R. Pentz, Lieut.-Comdr. R. K. Miller. 

SECOND nOW-Left to Right: Lieut. J. J . Pressman, Lieut. S. D. Murray, Lieut. W. M. Daviuson, Lieut. C. W. Harl..ough, Jr., Lieut. 
J. S. Webb, Lieut. M. N. Ho.mer, Lieut. 8'. A. Keirn, Lieut. Jno. L. RJSasco. 

THIRD ROW-Left to Right: Lieut. F. S. Hosking, Lieut. (jg) W. E. Wiesinger, Lieut. E. A . Hynes, Lieut. (jg) F. B. Voris, Lieut. (jg) 
R. H. Leeds, Lieut. (jg) L. C. George, Lieut. (jg) R. N. Westfall, Lieut. D. F. Sullivan. 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL. 

WASHINGTON 25. D. c;. 

Mr. and Mrs . Walter A. Brown 
113 Rountree Street 
Wi~son, North Carolina 

Dear Mr . and Mrs . Brown: 

4 December 1943 

After a full review of all available information, the Secretary 
of the Navy is reluctantly forced to the conclusion t ha t your 
son, Lieutenant Walter Earl Brovm, Medical Corps, United States 
Navy, is deceased, having been reported missing in action on 
13 November 1942, when the plane he was aboard crashed into the 
water off Guadalcanal. 

In accordance with Section 5 of Public Law 490, 77th Congress, 
as amended, your sonls death is nresumed to have occurred on 
14 November 1943, which is the day following the expiration of 
an absence of twelve months. 

Sincere sympathy is extended to you in your great loss and it 
is hoped that you may find comfort in the knowledge that he 
was performing his duties in the service of his country. 

By direction of the Chief of Naval Personnel • 

• Jacobs 
Commander, U. S. N. R. 
Head of the Casualties 
and Allotments Section 



Dear Ed and Jean: 

March 3, 1943 
Port Director's Office 
Advanced Naval Base 
Noumea, New Caledonia, 
%Fleet P M San Francisco 

I have just returned from CUB 13 where I formerly lived 
with Dr. ~.ianchest0r and Dr. :::Ugh..-rny a:ld a yO'.l!1;; Li B'.lt 3!l3.'1.t f r o:n 
t~1.8 clas s of 1 9 33. 'Ve ~Q.d : w.ny viS .Ltnr rJ ~) ::: ·-. .. 3'3 ',0 ~~ _ .J; .... :-: .Lc:;:·i.1'1:;'-
and Jr . ;,lanchester ca-rne over from I:·:off e t t :;'101 ~.l wi t h ~h.J first 
Cl'roun s to) ~X} l () co.t ;.: '}n t :::2J Islrm:l . ,t:'· -< ' • . .r'.?"lC :l:·;S~ ': :~ ~.;d -)1' . 
U 4 

~io:l"ly T3 ,... .~ n.-:: 'l.L t~ :'10 assignr.1.ent and were qui t e Impatient. Dr . 
Brown was ono of' [;ho l'l()re f ortuYll1.to offlcGrs [\:11 _~i::.: I'..; :; _ .~ ,: :, 11 
.:I l J1ouu.:1.u. l::l.:l.,J. g luu",ut. In .!'acb hia aOo:li t',nmonb co.u.ood 0.11 the other 
officers to be most envious of him. And when he flew down with 
casualties his friends all crowded around for the latest word from 
the front. I knew about Dr. Brown and I heard something of his 
interpretation of what was going on from Dr. Manchester and Dr. 
Eighmy. The last afternoon he was here was spent with Dr . Mancheste 
er in our tent. When I came home from work he was still there and 
I had an opportunity to simply greet him before he had to leave . 

As far as I am able to find out he was returning on a routine 
flight for additional casualties. At that time our planes had to 
fly over Jap held territory in making the approach to Hendersori 
Field . The pilot made the first approach, but it was not as 
he desired and he circled again for a landing . The second time 
he overshot the field and started around again. I am not sure 
whebhhr he made another poor approach or not,--but it seems that 
he went out over the bay into deep water. There. is of course the 
possibility that he mieht have been sighted by an enemy plane or 
surface craft and taken prisoner ,but the possibility is remote. 

I am very sorry that I can't write something that would offer 
greater hope . The Navy has been reporting officers and men as 
missing when their bodies ' were not recovered. Early in the war 
we received word, as you may remember, that five men had been lost 
on the Oklahoma . Their parents were so advised. They had been 
previously transferred to Jacksonville and we were able to so advise 
the Bureau of Personnel. We never had an answer to our letterl 

We could use anyone with the French language out here to e ood 
advantage. I am terribly sorry about Marchand,--he could have 
fitted into the picture in a splendid way. Even now, I wouldn't 
be afraid to give him a break if that was possible, but of course 
it is not. I am not progressing very fa st with the language 
because I have no contact with the Fre~ch and very little time to 
study. However, I an making progre ss. 

You cannot imag ine how greatly I m~ss al l the wo nderful 
fr&~nds at the Service Schools. It is a bit hard to settle into 
a new job,--esp~cially when tho job is different from anything 
lDreviously done. Ve ry si.9"'1erely~ , . 

"f==7'~ "-~. 



Naval Dispensary ' " " " 
U.S. Advanced Naval Base 
Noumea, New Caledonia 
c/o Fleet Postoffice 
SanRrancisco California 
March 4, 1943 
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, "Dear 'Edward, ' 
Mr. 1 Leavens showed me your letter the other day in regard: to Walter, 

, Brown and asked me to write a note to you of what I knew about', his death. ' 
,Brownie and I came to New Caledonia on the same ship. We , lived ~' in nearby tents 

",in . our camp on this island until he was ordered to the ambulance plane ferry : 
,service flying out of 'Guadalcanal. He stopped in at camp ' frequently when he 
'was , here from Guadalcanal and in fact spent the afternoon with us before 
:, joining the ill fated flight back to Guadal. 

1nfonnation in regard to his last flight came ' from ""Dr. , Downey another 
' of 'our Cub 13 group, who was on the ferry service along with Brownie. ' 

, ' ;,The 'transport ih which Brownie was flying came into Henderson ' Field around dusk. 
':" For 'some reason I do not know, it did not land on the first approach. The plane 

':, circled the field again without attempting to land. It started circling 'for the 
', third time and nothing further has been heard of it or its paBsengers. 

;, 

" The general be&e~ is that the plane fell in the water. No trace I mow cif has ever bee, 
, , found. Th6~;fahds in that area even then were controlled by our forces although 

'", as 'you know much of Guadal was still held by the Japanese. It is always possible of 
', course they came down in the Jap held part of 'the ,island and·, may have been , taken 
'; prisoner. The basis for the belei! the plane feU ' in the 'water is the report 'of 

",~! ... :" ... ,,. . ' "man who stated he thought he "saw a plane , cra~h in deep 'water at about ,the 
, Brownies plane would have crashed. ", , , :" .,> :' One hates to destroy hope, if there is any , reason , f~r , hope :to persist. 

' addition false hopes lead 0011 to prolonged anziety. I 'can not give you.the 
answer but I beleiveJand I know Dr. Downey and others in , the ferry service 

'share the same view, ,Brownie along with all the 'others in the ,plane were killed. 
beleif. is that th~ plane crashed in deep, Y(a~er~ Noth,~g , ~s :' far as I ' know has , 

recovered to confQnn this but night had 'fallen before any:: ~,ea.rch could be 
• I have gi~en you the background of information we hav~ ":to ', draw, our con-
ions from. I fear one is safe in the conclusion Brownie ' !la,s been 'ldlled; 

~1rlOfJe' of ,US , who knew him have given up all hope: of his stUl ,living.' 
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j ',:~ I •• " . " J :fj,":'> ~: ,!" , .7; ~: .~~:~',;~,,,,, 
Dear ',MI<fi:'a:r;td . Mrs. Brown- . ' ~', ;\ :i \ ' /.:'>;, -

l' , I ~'; , .. .. ' ,l' , " ~ ' :: ,~1~;\~ :~ .,,:', , , ~. , 

,, ' '''' :' Aft~; ' a · full review', o~, ' all :::~~~~hbie .in.formation" :-lthe :I S~cretarY..;..,: , 
,' . . .. :" J) 'of ' the Navy is reluctantly ~'forced~~to :: ~the:-;too.ncll:lst..(:)ll;-thit'~~Yciur {~ :''' ' ... :: '~ 
-- .~ , - ::· :;~· ' ,san; ,Lieute.nant Walte~, Earl ~ Brawn;:'-:Mes1ioal !;' Carps ; ~.p'~ted}:, ~ta,!,es '~ , : 

' ,'-''''~,~ :: NavY; .is : ,g,~ceased;, "hliv,ing b~en · r.':'PQr.t:eclin,U~s~n~('~ :. 'ac.t~an "' <?l?- ';''';? :<, ~; .Jr:' ~:~'{.;' 
. Nqyemb~r', l942" when .:t!he . p.l:ane .-.he ~\~a~~':;e,.~,?El;E!i. ,:, cra:shed : in:ta,:, the .. : .... ~~:- : /;~~::~;~ ; 

ilf;\'f.~,~~r.'~ ~f~~~:G~dalcanal ~~. ~:, , ' " :,; <', : ,,::":,; ;:';~Jy:~'::,q~~~::~: "" ',<,_.;. :;.;?" ': . ':;t\\;/~~)~.~::. :.)·: ~ :":~ , .,'{ -:',', 
. , .:r::n ~ ac.cardance . wi ~h : :Se,ctian :; 5.~ .oJ\:P,uhliqIlaw,~ 4~.o; 
~" ~", ,, tI. ·s~ amended, .~ YOur.~~J30n ',.~ -~ ,dea ~h ~:1:6; :' . ""~ •• -. " ~ 

q~avem,ber , 1943 , '/.wh+pJi# s ': tP~~f : 
·absence of ,.twelve'~Dionths":frL'i.;, 

.·'''~'''''~l ' · " :'-;,:,".; .": .. ,,: - . . " ':2;!~i~~~:':' ;~:~~>';J,~'~: :.' ;,; 
" :;' ·~"~~Io..' :' ,"!,,,~,.>c ... e ,. sympathy' is :,extended "t .a 

':':hop~d>thatyau may::find canlror 
:.:p.erfa;rming · his " du~ies in .. thE! _ 

,";<;': : :''' :'~~'' : , : ' :::,I ~ :~.' : •. ' ,i . ~" ;,~ "~, , . ,~:: .. '~~ ~ ,",c;"",", .••. 

af t!leChief· 
~~~ ~~J~ 


