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* John Corbett Borden
Leaves For Uruguay
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Enclosure (1)
COMMAND HISTORY FOR YEAR 1962

The Attack Troop Transport Navarro departed from Iong Beach,
California, on 22 January 1962, to begin a tour of duty in the
Western Pacific that was to keep her until 25 August 1962, when
she returned to Iong Beach as heroine of the Thailand crisis.

Operation Prairie Wolf, an oppoged sortie exercise from the
Iong Beach Harbor and convoy exercise going into Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, was the first of several multi-ship operations that was
to involve Navarro. §Steaming with other units of COMPHIBRON Seven,
and with the assistance of submarines, screen units, and aircraft,
Navarro came through the exercise in oubtstanding arder.

- After two days in Pearl Harbor, Navarro steamed to Buckmer
Bay, Okinawa, where she left the Marines whom she had transported :
from Camp Pendleton, California, and went on to Subic Bay, Philippines,
which was to be her "home away from home" for months to come.

Upon arrival in Subic Bay, several hundred Marines were embarked-
and Navarro became a part of the three-ship ready amphibious squadron,
along with an amphibious assault ship and dock landing ship.

After a three-day “"Gecko II'" amphibious exsrcise with the other
amphibious ready ships in the Subic Bay area in March, and a six-day
visit to Hong Kong in April, Navarro joined several dozen other ships
of -the United States, Philippine and Australian navies for Operation
Tulungan. Named for the Tagalog word meaning "help me", the Tulungan
operation was one of the largest scale amphibious operations since
World War IT. With the help of unlts of Air Farce, Nevy, and Marine
Corps from the three SEATO nations, the landing force was landed
successfully on the island of Mindoro in the Southern Philippines.

In May, a few days before a scheduled “rest and recreation"
visit to Hong Kong, the three ships of the amphibious ready squadron
received word to get underway unexpectedly.. With their destination
known only to a select few, the ships steamed to the Gulf of Siam and
awaited further orders. Then the word was given to land Marines in
Bangkok, Thailand., While the amphibious assault ship landed her troops
and equipment by helitopters from the Gulf, the Navarro, followed by
the dock landing ship, slowly steamed up the long, winding river to
Bangkok, where they off-loaded their troops and equipment in record
time. While the Marines wére going to the Thailand-Laos border to .
ward off Communislt llxeats, the amphibious ready group made their way
back to Subic Bay to stand by once more, ready to go to any Southeast
Asian hotspot on a moment!s notice.
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In June, Navarro went to Hong Kong for another six-day visit,
and in July, after being reliaved as ready transport ship, she de-
parted Subic Bay for Yokosuka, Japan. After ten days at Yokosuka,
Navarro steamed to Buckner Bay, Okinawa, where she embarked a thousand
Marines-- the same Marines who were transported to Thailand by the

amphibious ready group in May.

‘Ieaving Okinawa on 1] August, Navarro returned to ILong Beach
two weeks later, on 25 Augtst. A leave and upkeep period followed
and on 12 October, Navarro, along with the USS ESTES (AGC-12), de-~
parted for Puget Sound, Washington, for Operation Shore Line.

Brnbarking several hundred Army Troops from near-by Fort Tewis
Army Base, Navarro prepared far a week of amphibious operations.
However, the exercise was cut short by the Cuban situation, and on
23 October, Navarro departed Tacoma for San Diego.

A period of training and upkeep followed in the San Diego --
Long Beach Area, and on 3 December, Navarro entered Todd Shipyard
in San Pedro for her interim overhaul.
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U. S. S. NAVARRO (APA-218)

~/ »
. navamRo chp 40 0937

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA Ai'AéIS/OS/JHH/rm
5727
Serial: 8 R 8

Fgem: Commanding Officer, USS NAVARRO (APA-21S) DEC 18 1962
7ot  Chief of Naval Oparations

Subj: Command History Report Symbol OPNAV 5757-l; submission of
Ref:  (a) COMPHIBPAC Instruction 5727.14

Encl: (1) Command History
1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted.
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JOHN C. BORDEN
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