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WWII service and memories 

I entered the Army on July 12, 1944, when I was 18 years old. I completed basic 
training at Fort Bragg, NC, and got additional training at Fort Wheeler, GA, Camp 
Meade, MD and Fort Dix, NJ. I boarded a ship in New York harbor on December 24, 
1944 and the ship left for Europe 2 days later. Christmas on board was just another day, 
with no special observance of the holiday. The ship arrived in France on January 6, 1945 
and I joined my division 2 days later. I was 19 years old. 

My unit was the 28th Division, 109th Infantry, Company E, 4th Platoon. The 28th was 
a National Guard unit based in Pennsylvania, with the nickname of Keystone Division. I 
was a member of the mortar and machine guns platoon. I was a runner or a messenger 
for the platoon sergeant, carrying orders for machine gun and mortar placements. I 
joined this unit in January1945. 

My first action was the defense of the Meuse River in Belgiwn. My first major battle 
was in Colmar, a city in Alsace, a mountainous area of France. It was very cold, with a 
lot of snow. We waited outside the town for 2 or 3 days. When we went into town, I 
remember a Gennan sniper in the church steeple. He was eventually killed by the 
Americans. There was a lot of fighting before Colmar was liberated on February 2nd

. The 
Regiment was awarded the French Croix de Guerre with Palm for the Colmar Pocket 
campaign, but I don't remember receiving the medal. 

Later in February, we spent about ten days on a hill outside of Schleiden, Gennany, 
waiting for the order to advance. When we went in, we came through a wooded area. 
The area was mined. We were told to walk about 10 to 15 feet apart. A soldier in front 
of me stepped on a mine. He lost both of his legs and died. There was heavy fire from 
the Gennans. I remember that we secured a building, and then several wounded men 
were moved into the building. Once the fighting ended, we spent one day there and then 
moved on. That was the end of the fighting for the regiment. We were moved to the 
rear. 

In March the Keystone Division took out pockets of stray Gennans. I remember not 
sleeping for 2 days and then finally sleeping the 2nd night by the Rhine River. My buddy 
and I awoke to a soldier taking a Gennan as a prisoner. From April to July 1945, we went 
on security patrols and did guard duty for a platoon bridge over the Rhine River in 
occupied Gennany. We helped administer the camps for displaced persons. I saw trains 
coming through with people of many nationalities trying to get back to their homes. 
Some of the members of the division who spoke foreign languages rode on the trains to 
their destinations. I remember getting a pass to visit the French Riviera. We played 
baseball to pass the time. On July 8th

, we arrived at Camp Pittsburgh, near Reims, France 
to prepare for the departure from Europe. We started to train for deployment to the 
Pacific. We returned to America and were given 30-day passes. With the surrender of 
Japan on September 2nd

, we did not have to go to the Pacific. I went to Camp Shelby, 



Mississippi, and became a cook. The 28th division was deactivated and I was assigned to 
the 3rd battalion 38th Infantry Regiment 2nd Division. I later went to Camp Swift, TX, 
Camp Carson, CO and then to Fort Bragg, where I was discharged from service on July 
8, 1946. 

I received 3 Campaign Battle Stars: Ardennes, Central Europe, and Rhineland. 
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