Japanese forces herded 75,000 lﬂied cw-
. tives — about 12,000 of them GIs — along
; bombed-outrogds.Shruma;:dthe;est
"o'f the troops got almost
Thosemidartedoutoﬁ’ﬁne%ﬁy‘mﬂlup*m: :
teens from streamswerekilled ‘Those wh

Atlmstﬁﬁﬂﬂpnsonersdwd,andothersw
caped.’l‘he‘restweretzhento“J :

! ' -+ Robert Shmm aﬂ’lves home in 1945 after
lmnforever even bemq:taeld as &i’(m by the Japaﬂese '
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as he married, raised a family and
forged a career as an architect.

For the rest of his life, Shrum re-
flected on what he’d endured, giv-

ing talks to schools, clubs and mil-

itary groups about his experience
as a prisoner of war. He delivered
his final presentation less than a
month before he died. Though he
could scarcely get out of bed, he
rallied to give an impromptu lec-

ture in his room at Durham’s VA
HM&Itoagroupofdoctorswho‘

worked there, -

Shrum died of multxple'

myeloma Sept. 22, a week shy of

his 87th birthday. 5
Robert Marshall Shrum was.

born in 1921 1hIrwin Pa.” i

Shrum arrived in the Phiiuy - InSe
pines about two months before - ship ;_
_ the Japanese attacked Pear] Har: - . o )

bor. On Christmas Eve 1941,

Shrum and his bomb groupwere; '
converted to infantry, given rifles’
and bayonets and ordered to re-
treat to the southern tip of the
Bataaanimda,M\m'eﬂ\eyheld

off the Japanese for more. than
three mon :

-march north to San Fernando,

where they were transferred toa

prison camp. Shrum survived

backbreaking work bunldmg a_. 15

men’s clothing store where he

found a tie, and a wife as well.

* Shirley Ann Larimer worked there
.and recognized Shrum from the
newspaper as a local war hero,
 They married in 1948 and raised.
their children in south Florida,
_'where they stayed until 1995,
~ when they moved to
_ near two of their four daughters,

For 50 years, Shrum designed
churches, banks, hospitals and
public safety buildings. But in the

f  carly 19805, he received an un-

. Shrum's Bataan map
" PHOTO COURTESY
OF DEBBIE SHRUM BROWN

’ iJ'oad thmugh the jungle for the

e worked in a fac:

ear until gaining his
the war’s end, -
The old,est of -six children,
i Shn‘imd&lded to become an ar-
chitect after returning stateside.
He relished the way architecture

* combined the precision of math-

& ~ ematics and engineering with the
; When t,hey surrendered on
April 9, 1942, they wereforced to

creative aspects of art, enrolling
at what is now Carnegie Mellon -

University, in Pittshurgh, imme-

 diately Uﬁon ﬁétummg from his
eymoon

Hed gotten lucky at a nearby

<,L4L! .—L

~ hone

“American

usual commission, The Filipino

- government asked him to design
the CabanatgmAmemaE Memo-
to the Bilipino and ~

rial, dedicates
diers who died dur-
ing the Death March and while
nmprisoned at Camp Cabanatuan
in the Philippines. The camp was
the site of a daring January 1945
~rescue by U.S. Army Rangers and

Filipino guerrillas to free more

than 500 prisoners facing proba-
ble execution. He and his wife
traveled there in 1982 as guests of
the gov&ment

Tho archgtecture was his
day Job ‘spent countless
hours educating ¢ lll?‘roups and
schoolchildren. He liked the chil-
dren best because they asked the
best testxo . Adults would feel
inhibit (gn;pf respect. But chil-
dren asked about what was on
 their mind: “Did you really eat
mwhopbers? How did you fix
them? Did they make you sick?”

Cary to be

Shrum survived his imprison-
ment, in part, by volunteering for
any duty. When the Japanese sol-
diers needed someone to cook
rice, he took the job = and
nabbed extra rice rptmns"?or his
unit, When they needed a barber,

 he said he could cut hair.

“He would volunteer for what-

ever job came along, because it
meant he might be able to keep-

himself and his friends alive just
alittle bit longer,” said his oldest
daughter, Deborah Shrum Brown.

Mess-kit memorial

His nightly commitment to

chronicling the steps of the Death
- March on his aluminum mess kit
also helped him endure.

On the outside, Shrum carved
two American flags, an eagle and
his squadron logo. On the inside,

‘he scratched out a map of Bataan

and Corregidor that depicted the
Death March route and the loca-

tion of prison camps. Each
evening, he worked atit. It took,__ :

him one year to complete.

" Now; the Snuthsomarﬂms oome

calling.
About a year ago, Jleverly

Shrum Dale, one of Shrum'’s f
daughters, wrote to President

Bush, Vice President Cheney and

‘theASn_uthsonian asking whether

the government would be inter- -
ested in displaying the mess kit.
Yes, was the response

Come sprmgtlme, Dale wdl de-

liver it in person.

“I don't feel comfortable sand
ing it quEx, s0: when we 1
Dad’s ashes to Arlington, I

personally bring it to the Smlth-,

sonian,” Dale said.

This Saturday, two of Shrum's‘:
daughters plan to attend the 8th’

of November. Concert Celebration

at Cary‘s Koka Booth Amphithe-

atre in honor of Veteran’s Day.
. The 82nd Airborne’s All Amer-

-

ican Chorus will perform; so will .

Bllly Ray Cyrus. An original paint-
ing by artist Craig Bone will be
unve led. The artwork was in-
spired by a battle Nov. 8, 1965,
during Operation Hump in Viet.
nam,

Robert Shrum is still on the con-
cert’s Web $1te as the reci lent
of the Bataan Death March
oner of War Medal, created i m
:"‘1985 in honor of the march’s sur-
vivors. ;

The awdrd will now be given
posthumoﬁsly
' . mmm

Robett Shrum is survived by
four daughters a amf seven grand-

dl’e!l 3 y
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