 Banker built
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WILSON = lianhngwas dlfferrﬁ -

ent in small-tdenN
gﬁh‘ put ﬁsa T
much stock m a solid reputation
then as they put in a credit Score '
or a portfolio now.
Debra DeCanillis says ‘that's ¥
- one of the reasons:
|_| FE - ?v%:tfﬁglig loved
STORIES his heyday as a-’%.
gy aMer = banker | with
NIMOCKS BB&T in Wilsorr*
————— He built relation-.
ships and he got to help peOple. _f*‘:
Tabb died last month at‘the age”
of 92. e
That bank loans dependeh in-
part on personal relationships - Taban‘theTIBera“tor“WhICh
during the 1950s and "60s made Jhe flew'In World War ’II
the process of getting a loan easi-
er for some. For others, it could
be a hindrance. Ed Mitchell, who . Qms’cmastxme Mlb:hell hls
R today co-owns The Pit barbécue 4fathe”r spoke hlgh]yof.’l‘abb be--
l restaurant in downtown Ralelgh, ,muse the banker was ;&spectfuL
B grew up in Wilson. He recalls his ! “Banking relations weren’t as .
3 father working with Tabb on loan jeasy to establish for a lot of peo-
armngemmts. espeaally around ~ ple; especially blackv

huge drfference, Mitchell says.

PHOﬂ) COURTESY OF DEBRA DECAMILLIS

ose days Mxtéhellsays “The .
+ fact that he treated my fatherlike' ‘|
amanmadehxmahemmmyf |
¢ mind. He talked to him and not |’

7 down to him. Mydadwasavery L
- proudman, and he would go in*:
“ there and téll him what tie want="
ed,and Mr. 'Ihbbwouldmakethe
. financial
! Itwasa thingthat madea s
. DeCamillis says her father was
. gratified when Mitehell had a
chancetotellhimthatshortlybe— ;
fore his death. | ;
" “Tabb' grew up with's" Keen un-
derianwdﬁngﬁf! the value of hagl.
“Wo! en he was young, .
~ther-was disabled by a m}lgs s0
‘i his motherwent towork cooking
and running dining rooms in Wil-
mington. Itmay have been from-
his mother that 'Ihbb aequu'ed hls :
en -
up, her, father made pqncakes
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-~ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B° - l
; AEES R O R 9 DeCamlllxs says her dad
three morflings a week, al- — ——" tut;lughth ed by .
ways adding a spe er ergkqd 3 e way he fe. He.
ent such as 2 OF Cot- "It’sMonday mn‘itwaittm&l l wasn't prone to sen ental
: tagecheese.Durlngﬂlehoh- . after Rotary?” | gestumsbutthosehemﬂe
days, he whipped up home- | |- “Tabb golfed three’or four ' carried great m
‘made eggnog, stirringtheraw | | times a week until he was 91, : On her 16th birthday, she
‘ ients by hand o ‘create fOl'gDmgacarttmﬁlhewasm opened a box from her father
a‘concoction with heavenly his late 80s, to find a 50-cent piece inside.
smoothness. Hlscatﬁshalso 3 Aﬁerhe!ehredfmmbank Before DeCamillis was born,
werealwaysahm P} ing, Tabb went to work on the" Tabb had bet his wife:50 cents
sales floor: at the Belk depart that she was: pregnant 2
Up mm popslcles ment store in Wilson. was the 50-cent piece her
, says recendy a . “mother Had paid kwb’é’n
Tabb left home for the Uni- - woman she had never met ap- *~'she found out she’was carry-
versity of Richmond when he proached her when she wasin ' ing their only daughter. = -
was 15; and helater quit. | her hométown. . - DeCamillis had it made into
school to take a job making “I know you don’ ¢ know " a necklace. Years later, her fa-.
popsiclesfor Sealtest. He then mie,” the stranger said, “but I : ther asked her what had be-’
took a position as a clerk ina “'need tohug you because 1 come of it, not realizing how
Richmond bank, eventually . - loved your daddy.” R ‘much she had valued it. -
‘working his way up to vice | ] Thewomanhadworkedat ~ DeCamillis says that was his
president of the installment . Belk with Tabb, and she want- way. He simply did what he .
loan. depqrtment in Wilson, - | ed to share Wlth DeCamillis thought he should, never real-
where he oversaw small loans. ‘ how much he had brightened izing what a difference he
- DeCamillis says her father her days there, always stop- made to those around him.
had a great sense of humot but | pmghy to share a laugh. .
aseriousdedication tohispas- . | amber@amberwrites.com
sions, including Rotary Club, :
" where 'he was honored for
more than 40 years of perfect
attendance. She recalls one
" day when her parents found
out her brother needed an
emergency appendectomy.
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