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WILSON -' Banking was diffe,r-o th~ days," MitCheJl says. "The " 
ent in small-tdwn,NprtQ Carolina 'fac~ that he treated-myfatherJike ' :, 
inDougThbti'sday;'Fo1kS, pUt~ , a 'man made him,a herq infmy 
much, stock in' a soIi4 reputation mind. He talked to him and not ' . 
then as theY Put in a Credit ScOre '. down to him. My dad'was a veri " 
or a portfolio now. . , proud, man. and he would go in ',' 

Debra DeCami1lis there and"tell him wharbe'.want:'"' , 
-- ed,andMr. Thbbwouldmakethe 
• financial arrangemeirts: . ' , LIFE 

STORIES 
! ~t~a'~~thatmadea , 

his . huge difference, Mit&ell says. 
ban k e r , ,DeCamilUs says her father. was BY AMBER 

NIMOCK$ 
He built ' . chJmce'to ten him that'Sho be-

, BB&T in . -' mtified' wlien Mitch~U~fl a 

ships and he got to help ~ - fore his eith. -;-'- - '-, 
Tabb died Jastmonth > ;'tdTa~h' ~ tip~til(;~~kee , un- . 

of 92.' : I m"dersta}lding .bflbe_ value of hard 
That bank loaDs ' ~ 'work. ~ephewas'young,~fa- , . 

part on personaJ. -'a1)1) IftlteLTbera'lor;whlclt- - "thenvas disab1ed by a stioke, so 
,during the 19SOS and'60s he 'fleW'ln World War 'II." . "" hismotnerWenttoworkcooking 
the process of getting !lloao easi- ' ~ 'Pljofg COURTESY OF OEBRA OE~IU.,g '. and ~ dining rooms in WIl- " 
er for some. For others, it could . .-...-i,;.: 11, , ', · (. \] ~ " .' mington. Jt-.ptay have been from-
be a hindrance. Ed Mitchell, who ' CbiistiriaStime. Mitchell says his his mother tb"at Thbb i~ his ' 

• today co-owns'Th,e Pit barbectie " ather spoke .highly-;of...Tabb~culinary acumen:' - '-- '-- - ' 
I restaurant in downtown ~eigh, cause ,~e banker was ~~:; I" When~~groWmg 
II grew up in Wtlson. He reCalls his "Bariking ielations' weren't as }'r Up~l her:tatber.ma&,e :pancakes 

father wm:kingwith Tabb on loan , ~ 'to establish for a lot of pee>- l. ' " . . j . '. '. ' .~. .. 

I arr,angements, ~ 'll'OUDd _ .... ple;-:especia1ly blacQ; during - - SEE--TABB: PAGE\~ j : r .. ' '. /..< . ,. , 
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,_ . ' • . . " DeCamillis says ,tier ,dl!-d I 

. three IDbt1nngs a week, ar- taUgb.tb~~uablelessonsDy ., 
ways~~s..~~~ ~Herfathet:asked'the'd~, ' \" " th~ way' Ie eel hjs ·\ife.,~~ I 
,eDt SJlch is apple8!lt1Ce or cot- . ...fs Monday.!lean it waituhtll wasn't prone' to sentimentij" 
t8ge cheese During the hoii-' after Rotaryr '" g~, bu~ ~o~ ,~he ,!M. e 
days, he ~h.iPped up hc;>me- Thbb golfetf tiiree or fobr .. . ,wned gre,atm~'/~ '" i!.' 
'made eggnog stining th~ raW linies a week until he waS 91' ' ..; 'On her 16th birthday, 'sue . 
, iJigredierits by. hand to create ' , \ forgoing a cart until he Was fu . opeited a: ~x from her fa~er 
a' concoction With'-beavenly , his late 80s. ' . '. to find a 50-cent piece inside. 
smOOthIies'S .. His catfish also : After h~ retired from bank- Before De<:amillis was born, 
were always-.a )rltl '. !: ,. . ; , , ing) Thbb.went to work on the ' . Thbb'had'~ his wifu.SO Cen~ 

. - • ,',w' v, I. I ,'1. sales fl<?Or ~~t!-'Belk depart- that 'She ~s. pregDabf. "That . '. 
" ' Up frOm ',opslcles ' l; ment store m WIlson~ , .' was the !)O-cent piece her , 

. -. ~ ~.. 'j , ·DeCamil1is says recently a .: mot)J.er-haa paid ~,~.h~D 
Tabb left hoine for the Uni- . . woman she had never met ap- , '~ 'sl'ie found out she was' cartY'" 

versity of. Richmond when he ./' proached her when 'she was in ' . ing their oilly daughter. : '. 
was .1S, an!i.he later quit her hometown. -,f l . ... DeCamillishaditmadeinto 
school to take a job making , "I know you don't know ' . Ii ~eckla~. Years la~r,:h~r' ~-. 

. popsicles fur Sealtest. He then . Die," th~ stranger .said,. ,"b\l.fI I tber asked ,her what bad ~ 
took a position as a clerk m a · ~, need to"hug .you ,because, -I ,cOme of it, not ~ now 
_Richmond bank, ~"entu,a)ly , ' lqved your daddy." _ ' .':., much she had valued if;. . 
,working his way up to vic~ , , . ,lhe woman had worked at . , . DeCalnillis says that was his 
p~idenf o~ the ~tallment ' BeIk with Tabb, and she .Want- way. He siniply did ~haf' he ; 
loan de~rtment in Wilson, ed tQ share with ~s . thought he'shoUld, neveF ~-
where he oversaw.smallloans. how much he had brightened izing what a difference. he 
. DeCamijlis 'says her lather her days .there, always stop- .~de to those around him. 

had agreat sense of humor but ' ping by to share a la~. . 
it serious dedication to his pas.: ' 

. sions, ~cl~dirig Rotary :Club, 
, where he was honored for 

more than 40 years of perf~t 
attendarice'. She recalls one ' 

, day when.her parents found 
. out her brother needed an 
eme~ency appendectomY, 
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Douglas Tobb 

Douglas Cowles Tabb, 
92, died Monday, March 
9,2009. 

He was born in Newport 
News, Va., and spent his 
earlier years in the Rich­
mond area. There, he was 
president of the Richmond 
chapter of the American 
Institute of Banking. He 
moved to Wilson in the 
early 50s and was associ­
ated with BB& T as a loan 
officer and vice president, 
until his retirement. 

In World War n, he served 
in the Army Air Corps as a 
pilot on a B-24 bomber. 

Active in the community, 
he was a past president of 
the Wilson Rotary Club . 
where he was named a Paul 
Harris Fellow for service to 
club and community. The 
Silver Beaver Award was 
earned thorough his work 
in scouting and he was a 
past president of the Wilson 
Chamber of Commerce. 

funeral, Saturday, 11 a.m., 
First Baptist Church. 

Surviving is his wife of 
54 years, Eleanor John­
son Tabb; daughter, Debra 
DeCamillis (Clayton), of 
Raleigh; sons, Douglas 
"Rusty" Tabb Jr. (pam) of 
Wilson and Bruce Tabb of 
Eugene, Ore.; four grand­
children, Rachel and Erin 
Tabb and Tabb and Emily 
DeCamillis. 

The family will be at Wil­
son Memorial Service, 2811 
Fieldstream Drive, Friday, 
6:30-8 p.m. 

Memorials are suggested 
to the First Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 1467, Wlison, N.C., 
27894, or Hayes Barton 
Baptist Church, TV Minis­
try, 1800 Glenwood Ave., 
Raleigh N.C., 27609. 

Wlison Memorial Service, 
237-7171, www.wilsonme­
morialservice.com. 

http://www.wilsonmemorialservice.com
http://www.wilsonmemorialservice.com

