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Tomorrow 

RAIN 
High: 80s Low: 70s 

Complete forecast, 8A 

Inside 

GRANDPARENTS AS PARENTS 
is a growing phenomenon that 
is not entirely a good thing. 
The need for grandparents to 
step in and raise another new 
generation is real, but it Is not 
an Ideal situation. OPINION 6A 

THE BEDDINGFIELD BRUINS 
are climbing in the Associated 
Press high school poll. This 
week they are ranked in 6th 
place among 3-A schools, up 
a notch from last week. 2B 

WILSON MEDICAL CENTER 
wants weight controlled with 
sense and nutritional values; 
it is sponsoring classes and 
support groups that promote 
good health in the process of 
Individual weight loss. 1C 

BARTON COLLEGE WILL BE 
opening its doors to students 
whose school plans in New 
Orleans were slammed shut 
by Hurricane Katrina. School 
groups also are pitching in. 2A 

Reminder 

WILSON CITY COUNCIL WILL 
tackle such issues as a refund 
from the cable company, the 
renovation of Hope Station 
and some rezoning requests. 
It all happens Thursday night 
in council chambers. 7 P.M. 

Thursdays Edition 

OLD WILSON: 
Arts center exhibit 
looks hack on city. 
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BUSINESS 
REACTION: 
Katrina aid 
collected by 
area firms. 
BUSINESS 17B 

CONSTITUTION DAY: Schools respond to Senate directive. 3A 

You'd throw your gun down 
and pick up another that was 
lying on the ground, because 
there was always one that 
wasn't needed anymore.' 

Eddie Price 

Army veteran recalls the intensity of some firefights 
Keith bames I Daily Times 

Veteran Eddie Price demonstrates to the 
crowd now he milked a cow into his hel
met while he was stationed in France. 

Keith Barnes I Daily Times 

Dove Howes, right, talks about hie military artifacts to Devin Cummings and Kim Cummings. The Navy hat in 
the foreground was worn by a sailor aboard the USS Tucker during the battle of Pearl Harbor. 

The warriors of WWII 
Wilson veterans 

recount the war's 

traumatic drama 
By Alex Keown? 

Dairy Times Staff Writer 

Wilson's World War TJ veterans 
shared war stories that ranged 
from the harrowing to the humor
ous during a forum at Barton Col
lege Tuesday night. 

The event was part of the Wilson 
County sesquicentennial celebra
tion and of a continuing series of 
programs presented by the Wilson 
County Historical Association/ 

Before the veterans began to tell 
their histories, emcee and veteran 
John Hackney wove an image of 
what life was like in Wilson at the 
outbreak of war as well as Wilson's 
many connections to the conflict. 

In 1939 a German U-boat sunk 
an Egyptian passenger ship, the 
Zam-Zam, that carried six Wilson 
tobacconists who had been visit
ing South Africa. One of the tobac
co growers was killed. 

Thomas B. Miller, who was a 
survivor of the Egyptian lkier, end
ed up commanding a PT boat pa
trolling for German submarines 
off Morehead City. |&ti 

Keith Bames I Daily Times 

One veteran who spoke, Guy Cox, also brought along a collection of 
WWII souvenirs, including a photo scrapbook and fragments of a 
Japanese kamikazi plane that crashed onto the deck of his aircraft ear

ner. 

When the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, a 
Wilson man was wounded when 
his ship was bombed, Hackney 
said. 

"In 1941, on Pearl Harbor day, I 
could guarantee you that not one 
person in five in our group could 
even tell you where Pearl Harbor 
was," Hackney said. 

Stories shared by veterans 
ranged from guarding box cars of 
supplies in France to P-51 Mus
tang dogfights over Europe and 
floating in the ocean while sharks 

crisscrossed the area after a cruis
er was sunk. 

B.B. Plyler, who served in the 
Navy, said he's never talked much 
about his experiences in the war. 
He said he's not sure his grand
children even know he served in 
the war. 

Plyler said he entered the war as 
an ensign, although he'd never set 
foot in a boat before, "let alone a 
ship." Plyler served on the USS 
Quincy, a heavy cruiser. Plyler's 

SEE VETERANS, PAGE 2A 

Rain, 
please, 
Ophelia 
Wilson hoping gentle 
rainfall is on the way 

From staff and wire reports 

While coastal residents brace tor the high 
winds and surf from Hurricane Ophelia, Wil
son County residents are just hoping for a lit
tle rain from the storm. 

When Cyndi Lauderdale got back from va
cation after the first week of September, she 
found a snowbell tree at the Wilson Botanical 
Gardens had died 
• The tied, which was 7 years old, died from 
lack of rain over the past several weeks. Laud
erdale also noticed how badly other plants in 
Wilson needed the rain, especially lawns 
which she described as "crunchy." 

Lauderdale, a horticulture specialist at the 
Wilson County Cooperative Extension Ser
vice, is hoping Wilson will soon get rain. 

"I'm actually looking forward to the rain of 
the hurricane, though I'm worried about how 
quickly it might come. Lots of times with hur
ricanes we get such a large amount of rain that 
it Just runs off. But we really need the rain," 
Lauderdale said. 

Buckhorn Reservoir was 23 inches below 
full today. 

Billy Little, a local Agriculture Extension 
agent, said produce crops in the fields, includ
ing sweet potatoes, cucumbers and cabbage, 
are suffering from lack of rain. He said that if 
just the outer bands of Hurricane Ophelia hit 

i l l SEE STORM, RAGE 2A 

Vehicle parts scam 
brings indictments 

From staff and wire reports 

Indictments were issued in Raleigh Tuesday 
in a $3.8 million fraud case involving Barnes 
Motor Parts of Wilson and Wake County 
Schools. No Wilson residents were among 
those indicted. 

An alleged scheme that fraudulently billed 
Wake County taxpayers for vehicle parts — 
then diverted the cash into, vacation homes 
and big screen televisions — led to indict
ments against two former school transporta
tion officials and three others. 

The indictments issued Tuesday said that in 
a two-year period ending June 2004, thou
sands of fake orders went back and forth be
tween the school system and the parts suppli
er, Barnes Motor & Parts Co. The money went 
to the parts business and toward purchases by 
the suspects of campers, personal watercraft, 
golf carts, automobiles, widescreen televi
sions and other items, court records said. 

Some of the money eventually was used to 
buy supplies for the school district, the indict
ments said. 

"In my 18,19 years as a prosecutor, I've seen 
lots of different cases involving the misuse of 

SEE BARNES, PAGE 2A 

FCC weighs $680,000 cable fee refund to city 
Time Warner 
keeping upgrade 
charge on the hill 

By Margaret J . Stair 
• Daily Times Staff Writer 

A case pending before the 
Federal Communications 
Commission claims Time 
Warner Cable owes its Wilson 
subscribers almost $700,000 

collected over the last four 
years. 

At issue is the $1.42 per 
month upgrade fee that Time 
Warner charges subscribers to 
its basic tier of services, which 
includes 23 channels. People 
who subscribe to the standard 
tier, which adds 52 other chan
nels to the basic tier, also pay it 
because their rate includes the 
basic rate. The two groups to
tal about 12,000 households. 

Because City Council gives 
Time Warner a franchise to op
erate in Wilson as a monopoly, 

it has the authority to regulate 
the rate for basic cable. How
ever, it must allow rate increas
es that meet FCC guidelines. 

When Time Warner issued 
its rate order for 2005* it re
duced the basic rate by 59 
cents a month and increased 
the standard rate by $2.70 a 
month. Council did not dispute 
that, but questioned the con
tinued need for the upgrade 
fee. Time Warner appealed 
council's decision to the FCC. 

The company refused at first 
to account to the city how it 

spent the money. In response 
to a request from U.S. Rep. 
G.K. Butterfield last spring, 
Time Warner representatives 
met with him and city officials 
in April and provided addition
al information. 

"At the meeting, they admit
ted that they're keeping the 
money," said Assistant City 
Manager Alice Freeman. "The 
say i£s legal for them to do so 
We choose to differ with 
them." 

Brad Phillips, Time Warner 
vice president for government 

and public affairs, doesn't see 
it the same way. 

"The city's assumption is in
correct," he said. "This is an is
sue that we've been disputing 
about for some time. The par
ties will abide by the FCC's de
cision." 

The FCC case has not yet 
come up, but the city's eligibil
ity to object to the fee expires 
at the end of September. So 
council will vote Thursday on a 
resolution ordering Time 

SEE CABLE, PAGE 2A 
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Barton and college groups offering Katrina aid 
Barton College is opening its. 

doors to college students in 
good standing displaced by 
Hurricane Katrina. The col
lege's Office of Admissions has 
instituted a special student sta
tus program, which includes 
space available in classes and 
in housing for those affected 
by the hurricane. 

Barton's Weekend College 
program is also joining this ef
fort by waiving the minimum 
age requirement for displaced 
students enrolling through this 
program- As with Barton's tra
ditional program, this will be 
on a space-available basis. 

Barton will work with each 
student. Faculty will work with 
these students to bring them 
up to date with class assign
ments. 

"Last week, when the devas
tation caused by Hurricane Ka
trina became apparent, our 
college community immedi
ately responded both on a per
sonal level and on an institu
tional level," said Norval 

Kneten, president of Barton 
College, in a statement to the 
campus community. "These re
sponses range from individu
als making donations for relief 
efforts to staff working direct
ly with displaced students. 

"I witnessed first hand our 
college community's depth of 
generosity last year following 
the tsunami disaster in South
east Asia. I also know of the re
sponse to the destruction of 
hurricanes that have struck 
our own community in the 
past. And now, I am gratified to 
witness the work of groups on 
campus responding to the des
perate needs of the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina." 

The enrollment deadline for 
students affected by Hurricane 
Katrina is Sept. 23. For addi
tional information, contact 
Penny Andrews in the Office of 
Enrollment Management at 
399-6350 or 1-800-345-4973. 
The application for these stu
dents is online at www.bar-
ton.edu/katrinaadmit/. 

Barton students also are 
sponsoring projects in place to 
assist victims of Hurricane Ka
trina. 

Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity is 
raising money to support the 
hurricane relief efforts led by 
the American Red Cross. The 
organization collected dona
tions each day in the Hamlin 
Student Center Dining Hall, 
which were matched dollar for 
dollar by ARAMARK Food Ser
vices. 

Alpha Phi Omega, a national 
co-ed service fraternity, has be
gun collecting toys, teddy 
bears, etc. to provide comfort 
to children affected by Hurri
cane Katrina. 

Barton College and Belmont 
Abbey College have agreed to 
A Challenge of the Halls Fund
raiser. The Belmont Abbey and 
Barton residence hall pro
grams have challenged each 
other to see which group can 
raise the most dollars for hur
ricane relief efforts. Nicole 
Damiano, a Barton alumna 

and current residence area di
rector at Belmont Abbey, sug
gested the challenge. 

The fund-raising challenge 
at Barton began Monday and 
will run through Sept. 26. 
Checks can be made to Barton 
College, and the money col
lected through this fund-raiser 
at Barton will be forwarded to 
the Week of Compassion Hur
ricane Relief Fund through The 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 

"Bulldogs Unplugged," a 
hurricane relief concert, is 
scheduled for Sept. 27 from 6-
7 p.m., and will conclude the 
Challenge of the Halls fund
raiser. Donations for hurricane 
relief will be accepted at the 
event. Students will provide 
entertainment for the concert. 

Delta Zeta sorority is coordi
nating a bottled water drive on 
campus. Sigma Sigma Sigma 
sorority and Alpha Sigma Phi 
fraternity are collecting toi
letries and school supplies for 
hurricane victims. 

Barton's Habitat for Human
ity chapter will sponsor a Nail-
A-Thon fund-raiser Oct. 27 at 
11 a.m. to raise dollars for 
Habitat for Humanity Interna
tional's Hurricane Relief Ef
fort. 

On Oct. 31, the Disciples of 
Christ organization on campus 
will begin a fund-raising effort 
to help cover expenses for a-
Spring Break Mission Trip to 
the affected states to partici
pate in a Habitat for Humanity 
International rebuilding proj
ect. 

The Student Government 
Association Senate will begin 
working with student groups 
this weekto coordinate tike col
lection and packaging of 
health kits. They will work 
with the Weekend College pro
gram to include those students 
as well. 

Other student groups are in 
the planning stages for addi
tional Hurricane Relief proj
ects. 

BARNES: Fraud probe in Wake County results in indictments 
FROM PAGE 1A 

property, but the level of 
greed in this one surprised 
me," Wake County District 
Attorney Colon Willoughby 
said. 

Wake County has recov
ered $1.75 million in cash 
and returned items. 

Charges of conspiracy and 
obtaining property by false 
pretenses were filed against: 

• Carol Dail Finch, former 
school system budget and 
technology analyst. 

• Vernon Webster Hatley, 
former senior director for 
school transportation. 

• Bobby Browder Jr., for
mer regional district manag
er for Barnes. 

• Connie Reid Capps, for: 

mer Raleigh branch manag
er for Barnes. 

• Harold Ray Estes, Capps' 
boyfriend. 

If convicted of the felonies, 
each could get three to eight 
years in prison, Willoughby 
said. 

Jn addition to Hatley and 
Finch, three other trans
portation employees have 
resigned. A fourth has been 
fired. 

Investigators from the 
State Bureau of Investiga
tion who are looking at the 
case are focused on the 2002-
03 and 2003-04 fiscal years, 
Willoughby said. 

Between June 4 and June 
10, 2003, the suspects sub
mitted 1,451 invoices total
ing $2.6 million to the school 
district. The invoices falsely 
claimed that the items had 
been sold and delivered to 
the school district, the indict
ments said. 

The next year, between 
June 9 and June 11, the sus
pects submitted 1,084 false 

invoices for $1.2 million, the 
indictments said. In both pe
riods, the invoices amounted 
to less than $2,500, the 
amount at which school dis
trict rules require competi
tive bids. 

June was the end of the 
school fiscal year and trans
portation officials were get
ting buses ready for the next 
school year, officials said. 
The fraud probably occurred 
at other times as well, 
Willoughby said. 

Stephen Smith, an attor
ney representing the compa
ny, said any wrongdoing by 
Barnes was limited to Brow
der and Capps. Both of them, 
were fired last year. Calls to 
attorneys for Browder, Finch 
and Hatley weren't returned 
Tuesday. 

The fraud probe began last 
year as a Wafce County 
Schools internal audit after 

employees in financial and 
budgeting areas raised con
cerns over purchasing irreg
ularities. 

The school system took the 
matter to the Wake County 
district attorney, who called 
in the SBI in late August to 
investigate. 

In September, Barnes Mo
tor and Parts returned a $ 1.3 
million prepayment to the 
Wake County Transporta
tion Department. 

Barnes Motor & Parts' 
home office and distribution 
center is on Forest Hills Road 
in Wilson. Founded in 1923, 
Barnes Motor & Parts has 24 
retail locations and is a NA
PA dealer. Calls to Barnes 
Motor & Parts officials in 
Wilson were not returned in 
time for this article. 

VETERANS: WWII soldiers and sailors recall trauma of the era 
FROM PAGE 1A 

discomfort showed when he 
recounted the tale of his 
ship's sinking. He choked up 
talking about being in 
bloody waters, knowing 
sharks were around them. 

"I think the concussion 
blasts from the exploding 
boilers on our ship kept a lot 
of the sharks away," Plyler 
said. 

Guy Cox,a Navy photogra
pher, recalled the time he 
was left behind by his own 
ship on the way through the 
Panama Canal. Cox had dis
embarked to take photos of 
the ship. as it traveled 
through the canals' locks. At 
one point, the water level 
had risen too high for Cox to 
return to his ship. He said he 
came upon a friendly tug
boat captain who took him to 
a point where he could ren
dezvous. 

M.L. Banner, originally 
from Concord, was trained 

as a surgical technician. 
However, after his training, 
the N.C. A&T student was 
assigned to a Texas air base 
as an airplane mechanic. 

"I'm still trying to figure 
that out," he said. 

His orders were finally 
straightened out and Banner 
was sent to England. He said 
many people can't relate 
what a surgical technician 
does for the war effort, but 
he said their work was es
sential. 

Army veteran Eddie Price 
told the crowd the evening at 
Barton was bringing back a 
lot of tough memories. He 
talked about guarding rail
road cars of supplies and the 
accuracy of the M-l rifle. 
Price said there were days in 
combat when his rifle would 
overheat because he was 
pulling the trigger as fast as 
he could. 

"You'd throw your gun 
down and pick up another 
that was lying on the ground, 

because there was always 
one that wasn't needed any
more," he said, underscoring 
the number of dead soldiers. 

However, Price was able to 
provoke laughter when he • 
recounted a tale of milking a 
cow during a respite from 
combat operations. He said 
he took a steel helmet, 
cleaned it out and squeezed 
the milk into it. Then Price 
took a chocolate bar that was 
part of his rations and sliced 
it into the milk, heated it over 
a fire and served hot choco
late to members of his pla
toon. 

Ernest Deans "Bo" Hack
ney recounted a dogfight be
tween a squadron off 18 P-51 
Mustangs and more than 100 
German aircraft. After a 
brief firefight, the Germans 
scattered and all. 18 U.S. 
planes returned safely. 

However, Hackney said 
only eight of the U.S. planes 
fired their guns. After de
briefing, Hackney said he 

learned that in a dogfight, 
few pilots actually fired their • 
guns because of fear. 
' Other speakers included 

John Wilson and Bobby 
Kirkland. 

When the forum came to 
an end, John Hackney read 
the names of troops from 
Wilson who were killed in 
jjhe war. Tassie Dempsey, 
whose husband was an 
Army Air Corps pilot, said 
she and her husband knew 
every one of those who died. 
She said even after 60 years 
it still is hard to hear the 
names of the dead. 

The event was sponsored 
by Wilson County Historical 
Association, Wilson County 
Sesquicentennial Commit
tee, Barton College and Wa
chovia Bank. 

alexjk@wilsondairy.com 1265-7847 

CABLE: City seeks refund 
FROM PAGE 1A 

Warner to refund what it has collected in excess of 
the cost of the upgrade. 

Freeman said it is a matter of keeping open the 
city's options. The city estimates that $680,000 is 
owed to Wilson subscribers. 

Phillips said that Time Warner will.not take coun
cil's word for it. 

"This is an ongoing issue that is before the FCC," 
he said. "The FCC will decide, and whatever the'FCC 
decides is what we'll do." 

Since 1995, Time Warner has been charging Wil
son customers for its conversion of the system to 
fiber optic technology. At that time, the cable televi
sion industry had agreed to improve its services if the 
FCC would set aside hundreds of complaints about 
cable service. 

Time Warner said it could not afford to pay for the 
improvements up front, so the FCC allowed it to 
charge customers the fee for five years before it com
pleted the improvements*. It charged $1 per month 
for the first year, $2 per month for the second year, 
and so on, reaching $5 per month in the fifth year. 

Since 2000, it has kept the fee at $1.42 a month and 
intends to continue to charge it for another 12 years, 
according to Catherine Rice of Action Audits, a con
sulting firm retained bythe city. 

"The city's position is that unless there was anoth
er upgrade, they (Time Warner officials) collected all 
the money they were due in the first five years," Rice 
said. *§p 

tTKirgaret@wilsondoity.com 1265-7878 

City Council has a full agenda 

By Margaret J . Stair 
Daily limes Staff Writer 

Wilson City Council will vote 
a second time Thursday night 
on changes to the city's handi
capped parking regulations. 

It passed an amendment to 
the zoning ordinance making 
the rules stricter at its Aug. 18 
meeting by a 4-3 vote, but a sec
ond reading and vote is neces
sary. 

Other agenda items include: 
• A request from Wilson 

County Interfaith Services for 
$60,000 toward a $100,000-
$110,000 renovation of Hope 
Station to bring it into compli
ance with city code. 

• Rezoning 1008 Nash St. E. 
from neighborhood mixed 
used to inner city residential to 

.'make, its zoning consistent 
with St. Mark's Episcopal 
church, which is next door on 
Reid Street. 

• Rezoning the 113.98 acres 
owned by Carolina Forge Com
pany on Old Stantonsburg 
Road so that all of it is zoned 
heavy industrial. 

• A preliminary subdivision 

for the lots at 2700 and 27O8 
Commerce Road. When the 
two existing buildings were 
built, the lots had one owner. 
Each lot now has a different 
owner. 

• A shopping center site plan 
for 2111 and 2115 Forest Hills 
Road that will allow the Social 
Security Administration build
ing and Pinecrest Building I to 
create a shared parking lot 
along the property boundary, 

• Rezoning two parcels of 
land in the Country Meadows 
subdivision on Brewer Court to 
bring them in line with the de
velopment plan for the area 
now that lots have been laid 
out. 

• Demolition of 12 properties 
that have been condemned. 

• Setting Oct. 20 as the date 
for a public hearing on volun
tary annexation of 10 proper
ties adding up to 126 acres. 

• Granting an easement to 
N.C. Department of Trans
portation on land the city owns 
in Nash County so that it can 
replace a bridge. 

The meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
in City Council chambers. 

STORM: Ophelia 
might bring rain 

FROM PAGE 1A 

Wilson County that would be "just 
right." 

However, because the storm is mov
ing slowly he is concerned that a large 
amount of rain will be dumped on the 
area. "If we get 7 to 10 inches of rain, 
we would have been better off without 
it." 

Though Wilson is not bracing for 
anything major in regard to flooding 
and wind damage, other nearby coun
ties, including Greene, are. A State of 
Emergency is in place in Greene 
County, and residents are urged to 
stay at home. 

Greene Central High School opened 
at 7 am. today as a designated shelter, 
and people seeking refuge were told to 
bring with them bedding items, per
sonal hygiene items, needed medica-

. tions and baby formula.' 

WORSENING IN GREENE 
Conditions in Greene County are 

expected to gradually worsen 
throughout today. 

Some people living along the North 
Carolina coast have expressed doubt 
that Ophelia, which was upgraded 
from a tropical storm to a Category 1 
hurricane on Tuesday, would pack the 
same punch as Katrina, the Category 4 
storm that devastated the Gulf Coast 
just over two weeks ago. 

"If it was that bad, we would leave," 
said Charlene Heroux, 46, a 30-year 
resident of Manteo. 

At 5 ajn. EDT, Ophelia was centered 
about 70 miles south of WUmington 
and about 125 miles east-northeast of 
Charleston, S.C., and was moving 
north at 5 mph. Maximum sustained 
winds were near 75 mph and hurri
cane-force winds extended about 50 
miles from the center. 

Forecasts showed the storm running • 
northeast along the North Carolina 
coast with its center staying offshore, 
then veering through Pamlico Sound, 
crossing the Outer Banks and heading 
back out to sea by late Thursday. With 
heavy rain expected to linger over 
land, the National Hurricane Center 
said up to 15 inches of rain was possi
ble in parts of eastern North Carolina. 

RAIN ON COAST 
The slow-moving storm's effects 

were already being felt in heavy rains 
up and down the coast near the border 
of the two Carolinas Tuesday. 

At 3:30 a.m., the bridge over Snows 
Cut in New Hanover County was 
closed because of wind gusts into the 
mid-40s. Snows Cut is part of the At
lantic Intracoastal Waterway that con
nects to the Cape Fear River near Car
olina Beach. 

A hurricane warning extended 
along a 275-mile swath from the South 

• Santee River in South Carolina north 
to Oregon Inlet at Pamlico Sound in 
North Carolina. A hurricane watch 
and tropical storm warning were in ef
fect from the Oregon Inlet north to the 
North Carolina-Virginia Line and 
southward into South Carolina. 

North- Carolina utilities recalled 
workers they had sent to the Gulf 
Coast region. Gov. Mike Easley said 
coastal residents should be prepared 
for power loss for two to three days. 

On the Outer Banks, all residents 
and visitors were ordered to evacuate 
Hatteras Island, while visitors were 
ordered off Ocracoke Island and the 
National Park Service closed the Capo 
Hatteras lighthouse and the Wright 
Brothers National Memorial in Kill 
Devil Hills. 

Schools were closed in many coastal 
counties in both North and South Car
olina, while classes were canceled at 
the University of North Carolina at 
WUmington and East Carolina Univer
sity in Greenville. 

Ophelia is the 15th named storm and 
seventh hurricane this season. 

/ 
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we salute you! ! 

§n Friday, Wilson resi
dents gathered by the 
Courthouse steps, where 

a monument honors county 
residents who fought in 
World War I, World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam. They 
gathered, young and old, 
black and white, male and fe
male, to honor veterans. 

On the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month, 
the exact time the armistice 
went into effect in 1918 end
ing World War I, a solemn 
ceremony honored veterans. 

Today, the Daily Times rec
ognizes area veterans with 
this feature. Readers were 
asked to submit photos and 
brief biographies of local vet
erans. Respondents sent 27 
•pictures of people from World 
War n to current service. 

These pictures are our 
salute to those who bore the 
burden of defending this 
country, whether at home or 
abroad, whether in war or in 
peace, whether half a century 
ago or last week. 

Slsr& HolTarleton 

Franklin Llnwood Watson 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1941 -44 
Highest rank: Corporal 
Home address: 1102 Hanover Ave. 
Assignment Panama Canal 
Current occupation: Retired 

Lannis B. Watson 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1944-46 
Highest rank: Staff Sergeant 
Home address: 303 Ridge Road 
Assignment-84th Infantry Division in 

Belgium 1944-45, coldest winter on 
record 

Current occupation: Retired ac
countant 

Henry Minshew 
Branch of Service: Army Air Force 

(8th) 
Service years: 1943-46 
Highest rank:'Sergeant 
Home address: 1816 Hermitage 

Road 
Assignment: England two years, 

then occupation force in Germany 
Current occupation: Retired 

Prentice "Whit" Whitman 
Branch of Service: Marine Corps 
Service years: 1942-46 
Highest rank: Sergeant 
Home address: Highway 58 South, 

Elm City 
Assignment: Guadalcanal, Munda, 

New Georgia islands 
Current occupation: National Secu

rity Agency in Washington, D.C., 37 
years; now retired 

2.0. Winstead 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1930s-1950s 
Highest rank: Colonel 
Home address: Durham 
Assignment: Corregidor in 1941; 

captured by Japanese May 6,1942, 
and survived the Bataan Death 
March; liberated Feb. 3,1945 

Current occupation: Retired Atlantic 
Christian College professor 

Alvin Brantley 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1942-45 
Home address: Middlesex 
Assignment: 149th Infantry, 38th In

fantry Division 
Current occupation: Owner, Alvin 

Brantley Painting jaDr." 

Isaac Lester Bass 
Branch of Service: Army (drafted at 

age 18) 
Service years: World War II 
Highest rank: Sergeant 
Assignment Battle of the Bulge 
Occupation: Steam fitter at W.M. 

Wiggins Heating Co. 

Ernest E. Smith . 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1942-46 
Highest rank: Private First Class 
Home address: 121 North Avenue 
Assignment New Guinea, South 

Philippines 
Currant occupation: Retired from 

Em-Jay Sporting Goods 

Bandy A. Herman 
Branch of Service: Army Air Force 
Service years: 1942-45 
Highest rank: Master Sergeant 
Home address: 501 Albert Avenue 
Assignment: Prisoner of war, Stalag 

17B for 20 months 
Current occupation; Retired 

Arthur Matthews Jr. 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1944-46 
Highest rank: Corporal 
Home address: 704 Libby St. 
Assignment: 1258 Engineer Combat 

Battalion 
Current occupation: Retired from 

Kraft Foods 

James Edwin Gardner 
Branch of Service: Navy and Army 
Service years: 1943-45 (Navy) and 
' 1946-47 (Army) 
Highest rank: Private 1 st Class 
Current occupation: deceased 

E.L. "Buster" Thigpen 
Branch of Service: Navy 
Service years: 1941 -47 
Highest rank: Aviation Machinist 

Mate 1st Class 
Address: 6138 Grimsley Store Road 
Assignment: USS Hornet for Doolit-

tle's 1942 raid on Tokyo; after Hor
net when it was sunk Oct. 26,1942; 
served on USS Yorktown 

Current occupation: Retired fanner 

Harvie D. Astin 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1969-71 
Highest rank: Sergeant 
Home address: 1810 Oakdale Drive 
Assignment Vietnam 
Current occupation: 

Bridgestone/Firestone (31 years) 

Robert M. Astin 
Branch of Service: Army 82nd Air

borne 
Service years: 1996-2001 
Highest rank: E-5 
Home address: Wilson 
Assignment: Kosavo 
Current occupation: 

Bridgestone/Firestone 

Jasper Graham Stem 
Branch of Service: Air Force 
Service years: 1956-60 
Highest rank: Airman 1st Class 
Home address: 4809 Country Club 

Drive 
Assignment: Strategic Air Command 
Current occupation: Retired, 38 

years with Nationwide Insurance 

William Charles McKeel 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 1968-70 
Highest rank E-4 
Home address: Eatmon Road, Bai

ley 
Assignment: Phu Bai, Vietnam 
Current occupation: Wilson Trailer 

Sales 

Carris Grumpier 
Branch of Service: Army 17th In

fantry Regiment 
Service years: 1952-55 
Highest rank: Corporal 
Home address: 3816 Bell St. 
Assignment: Korea War—Purple 

Heart, wounded July 8,1953 
Current occupation: Retired 1996 

from Estes Express 

More veterans 
are featured on 

page2C 

Clyde W.Shafer 
Branch of Service: Navy 
Service years: 1942-45 
Highest rank Seaman 1 st Class 
Home address: 400 Crestview Ave. 
Assignment European Theater of 

war 
Current occupation: Retired 

GaleH.ShaferSr. 
Branch of Service: Marine Corps 
Service years: 1968-72 
Highest rank Sergeant 
Home address: 2621 Ridge Road 
Assignment: Guarded Dong Ha 

Bridge in Vietnam 
Current occupation: Owner, 

Sharer's Industrial Service -

GaleH.ShaferJr. 
Branch of Service: National Guard ? 
Service years: 1992-present 
Highest rank: Sergeant 
Home address: 2621 Ridge Road 
Assignment: Six month deployment 

to Iowa, summer 2005 : l
: V 

Current occupation: Service man
ager for Sharer's Industrial Service 

B.E. Proctor 
Branch of Service: Marine Corps 
Service years: 1976-80 and 1982-83 
Home address: 1401 Knollwood Dri

ve 
Assignment: Beirut, Lebanon, 1983 

peacekeeping force 
Current occupation: Minister 

Vicky Scott Fabian 
Branch of Service: Navy 
Service years: 1978-2004 
Highest rank Master Chief Petty Of

ficer 
Parents: David and Barbara Scott 
Assignment: USS Merrimack, USS 

Nicholson 
Current occupation: U.S. Navy 

mailto:Rsa@wilsondairy.coin
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Send in 
the clowns 

My name is Katherine Dean, 
and I collect clowns. I have, at 
last count, 876 in my collec
tion. 

I started collecting clowns in 
1977 when one of my daugh
ters game me a clown figurine 
for my birthday. I loved it so 
much that it became a tradi
tion around my house, that on 
my birthday or Christmas my 
daughters and my husband 
would give me a clown. And 
then word spread that I was 
collecting all sorts of clowns, 
and I started receiving clown 
pictures, clown figurines, 
clown baby rattlers, clown 
towels, clown lamps, clown 
snow globes, clown straws, 
clown bottles, clown clocks, 
clown tens, ciown sweaters, 
clown dolls, pictures and any
thing clown from all of my 
family and friends. 

Of the 876 that I have, I do 
not have any.alike. I know 
where most of them came 
from and who gave them to 
me. Any time I am in the hos
pital, or sick or just having a 
bad day, I can count on my 
husband or one of my three 
daughters or one of my grand
children to bring me a clown 
and make my day better. 

Katherine D. Dean has quite a collection of downs. 

Collections 

I have clowns that walk, 
clowns that dance, I have 
clowns that sing and clowns 
that blow bubbles. Clowns 
that shake, clowns that rock, 
clowns that roll. Clowns that 
spin, clowns that rattle, 
clowns that squeak. I have 
clowns that smile and some 
that frown. Clowns that are 
happy, and clowns that are 

sad. I have clowns that are on
ly 1 inch small and clowns that 
are 2 feet tall. 

I have clowns from my 
daughters, my husband, my 
grandchildren, good friends 
and also from my daughter's 
old boyfriends, and from my 
sons-in-law, from my mother 
and my siblings that have 
passed away, and from friends 
that I have not seen in years, 
and from people I only met 
once or twice. 

I have clowns from many 

Katherine D. Dean 

different states and from three 
foreign countries. I can look at 
my clown collection any time 
and recount nearly 30 years of 
living. Any time I am feeling 
down all I have to do is look at 
my clowns and I can feel the 
love that was given to me with 
them, and it brings a big smile 
to my face, after all isn't that 
just exactly what a clown is 
suppose to do. 

Katherine D. Dean 
Sims 

Bloomingjall colors 
Kathleen Scott shared this photograph of her yard, which Is adorned with a 
variety of plants Including pansies, Joseph's coat and mums. Readers are en

couraged to submit photographs. Send them to lisa @ wilsondally.com or Lisa 
Batts, The Wilson Dally Times, P.O. Box 2447, Wilson, NC 27894. 

F$rt Macon 

Joan Cotten submitted this photo
graph taken at Fort Macon last 
month. 

Phillip L. Jackson 
Branch of Service: Marine Corps 
Service years: 1966-70 
Highest rank: Sergeant 
Home address: 4733 Hathaway 

Road 
Assignment: Helicopter squadron 

called The Ugly Angels" in Vietnam 
Current occupation: U.S. Postal 

Service clerk, Elm City 

Donald Gerald Aycock • 
Branch of Service: Army and Coast 

Guard Reserve 
Service years: Army 1964-65; Coast 

Guard 1972-2000 
Highest rank: Port Security 1st Class 
Home address:2008 Knightdale Drive 
Assignment: Dominican Republic, 

1965; Desert Storm 1990 (called up 
for 90 days) 

Current occupation: Retired 

Bobby F. Amerson 
Branch of Service: Army 
Service years: 2004-present 
Highest rank: Private 
Home address: Old Stantonsburg 

Road (parents Bobby and Diane 
Amerson) 

Assignment: One year in Korea, ro
tating to Fort Bragg 

Current occupation: Soldier 

Timothy Gray Amerson 
Branch of Service: National Guard 
Service years: Enlisted 2005 ' 
Highest rank: Private 
Home address: Old Stantonsburg 

Road (parents Bobby and Diane 
Amerson) 

Assignment: Fort Gordon, Ga. 
Current occupation: Soldier 

, IS 
Putting The New Together For U f a County Since li%-

243-5151 
w w w w i l s n n r f n i l v o m 

Joseph Carter 
Branch of Service: Army and Nation

al Guard 
Service years: Army 1979-81; Na

tional Guard 1981-85 
Highest rank: Spec. 4 
Home address: Stott Road, Bailey 
Assignment Baumholder, West Ger

many, 1979-81 
Current occupation: Business direc

tor, life sciences, SAS Inc. 

Hair not long enough, not 
th ick enough, not_fab enough? 

Wilson Daily Times 

New Ultratress™, a different 
kind ef hair extension 

•A different attachment method separates 
Ultratress from ordinary hair extensions. 

•Does mors then lenghten. 

•Increase volume, aid problem areas. 

•Highlight or lowlight without chemicals. 

Call for more information. 

ultratress"* 
for ulttm*u> hair. 

CENTURA VILLAGE 
, 2000 W. NASH ST. 
'SUITE B • WILSON 

291-8762 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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^ L U i L S D n 

Wilson's first Certified Preowned Auto Park with 
Service & Body Shop facilities on-site. 

$ * 1100 LUBE, OIL & 
I U FILTER CHANGE 

Sales Hours: 
Mon-Frl 9-8; Sat 9-5 

Service Hours: 
Mon-Fri 8-6 By appointment only. Most makes & models. 

Corner Hwy 301 N. & Lipscomb Rd, 
Wilson {across from McDonald's} 2 9 1 - 1 2 3 7 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
• 

(252)237-8046 

Greenfield 8th Grade 
Students National 

Standardized Test Scores: 
Reading - 11th Grade, 3rd Month 

Language • 12th Grade, 9th Month 
Math -12th Grade, 9th Month , 

Total Battery - 12th Grade, 9th Month 
wwWigreenfieldschool.org 

ft 

Core Sound 
LIGHTED 

Christmas 
Tree 

the "crab pot" tree 
use OUTDOORS 

or INDOORS 
The homespun idea of 
crab pot maker Neal 
Harvey in Davis, NC. 
Simply unfold the 
free. The lights are 
already attached. 
2 F t Clear 
3 F t - or 
4 Ft. 
6 Ft. 

Multi 

Too Cute! 
Canterbury Village 

2302 A-West Nash St. 
291-9943 

ijou/ ajtfs Uwittcv to 
rJiK^eH TOWVKS at 

e«Cj>oc—~ C t — CK-d. e> 

}^OUAOM OtfueJfrs )^OUh£> 

Sunday November 13 
1:00 to 5:OOpm 

Merry Food and Drinks 
Drawings for Doorpr izes! 

Don't forget Mommas to 
make out your wish list for 

'.'la-d-da's Secret Santa Day" 
Sunday, Dec. 4th 2-4 pm 

Drop off your little elves so they 
can shop with your wish list 

for a gift of $15.00 and under! 
(ages 3 and over please) 

%at-d-<xa. * www.la-d-da.com 
3715 Airport Blvd., Wilson, NC 27896 

phone 252-243-7773 faft'252-243-0717/^j 
store hours <4£&/f§| 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 10:00-5:30 
Thurs 10:00-8:00 Sat 10:00-5:00 

http://wilsondally.com
http://wwWigreenfieldschool.org
http://www.la-d-da.com
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Wilson war efforts crossed globe 
By Lisa Boykin Batts 
Daily Times Lifestyle Editor 

Although their roots were in the tobacco fields of 
Wilson County, thousands of young men left home 
and hearth for the battlefields of Europe and the 
deadly Pacific theater during World War II. 

Estimates made by The Wilson Daily Times in 1945 
indicate the county had 4,500 to 6,000 men and women 
in the service during the war. As of mid-August 1945, 
110 Wilsonians had lost their lives in the war with 
hundreds more suffering wounds. 

As soon as the war was declared, following the at
tack on Pearl Harbor, Wilson threw its support 
behind the war effort. The day following the attack 
two local organization were already in wartime 
"alert," the local home guard and the fire depart
ment The local draft board was also seeing heavy 
traffic with young men making sure the board had 
their correct addresses. 

"Wilsonians certainly weren't sad about the war in 
the Pacific today," a newspaper article read Dec. 8, 
1941. "They were mad at Germany because the ma
jority of them felt that the nazis had prodded the 
Nipponese into doing what they did. 

"In Hawaii, the Philippines, the West Coast, in 
army camps and air bases, Wilson boys were 'stand
ing by* ready for any emergency," the article read. 
"There were probably more Wilson boys in the army 
today in various places all over the world than there 
were at the beginning of world war No. 1 in 1914." 

And their numbers grew as local men enlisted and 
got their draft papers from Uncle Sam. Wilsonians 
were in every major battle of the war from Pearl 
Harbor to D-Day. They served with forces that liber
ated town after-town across Europe and island hop
ped across the Pacific. - •• '*& 

In addition to the battlefield, others did their duty 
back home. Men and women from Wilson worked in 
defense production plants across the country, in
cluding more than 50 who worked in the atomic bomb 

Elwood Bass, left, and brother Dewey pose for pictures in their uniforms .before 
heading overseas during the war. Wilson sent thousands of its finest young men and 
w o m e n into the service during World War II . £&j| (pnotocourmyoriucheiBani 

facility at Oak Ridge, Tenn. Wilson Daily Times began early in the war to en-
Thousands more were part of the war effort from courage its readers to buy war bonds "for as little as 

their own homes, collecting scrap and rubber and $18.75" to aid the war effort or stamps for as little as 
working on the rationing board and draft board. The 10 cents. 

The military presence was felt in Wilson as well, as 
the men of Company A were stationed at the National 
Guard Armory. The Marines also used what is now 
the Wilson Industrial Air Center for practice. 

The Wilson Daily Times kept track of it all. 
Throughout the war, the "In Unform" column kept 
readers up-to-date on what was. going on with local 
servicemen and women — where they were station
ed, what battles they fought in, and when they were 
coming home. 

And when the war was over, Wilson celebrated. 
V-E Day brought quiet celebrations, because the 
work and war were not over. But once the victory was 
declared over Japan, the celebration began. 

Mildred Bass remembers attending the victory 
celebration in downtown Wilson. 

"We just had the biggest time," she said. "It was 
the happiest time. The boys were coming back home 
— the ones that made it," she said. 

A story in the Wilson Daily Times Aug. 15,1945, de
scribes the scene in downtown Wilson the night be
fore, on V-J Day. 

"The streets were littered with paper in short 
order. Celebrating Wilsonians 'discovered' the scrap 
paper bin in front of the court house and made good 
use of it. i*,V 

"More gasoline was sold at filling stations last 
night that were open than has been sold in the last 
week in Wilson. 

"Until 2 or 3 o'clock this morning, merrymakers 
sped about town in cars, their horns blowing, their 
exhausts back firing. 

"Down town in the several blocks in the business 
section the streets were lined with pedestrians on 
both sides watching the fun and taking part." 

And soon after, the "Wilson boys" started coming 
home.' They had seen the world in their years of ser
vice and now they had the rest of their lives to live 
and to remember the battles and the bloodshed. 

Pictured is the personnel of Wilson's Machine Gun Company M, 120th Infantry. For a list of men pictured, see page 6. (Photo submitted by J.T. Bone) 

National Guard unit ready 
even before war got started 

Wilson men train at Fort Jackson, S.C. Those in the photo include J.T. Bone, stand
ing at left, who submitted this photo, and Dick Little, standing at right. 

Unit mobilized 
Sept. 16, 1940 

When the National Guard Unit 
based in Wilson was mobilized 
Sept. 16,1940, more than 120 men 
reported to Fort Jackson, S.C, for 
basic training. 

The mobilization of this and 
other units was prompted by 
Hitter's rising power. 

Company M 120th Infantry 
Division trained for military 
combat at the camp, where they 
stayed for about 17 months, ac
cording to Edward J. Winstead, 

former secretary for the Company 
M World War II Association. 

Along with the original National 
Guard personnel, the unit was 
filled with Selective Service 
trainees, Winstead said, and their 
numbers swelled to 240 at one 
time. 

Although Company M stayed as 
a unit throughout the war, only a 
few of the original members were 
stationed with the unit as they 
were sent overseas. Most men 
were sent to other outfits, 
Winstead said, in the many the
aters of the war. 

The unit was part of the 30th In
fantry Division, made up of units 

in North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Georgia and was 
known as the "Workhorse of the 
Western Front" for its remark
able record, Winstead said. 

After the war, the soldiers or
ganized a group of alumni to keep 
in touch with each other, and they 
still meet on the closest Saturday 
to Sept. 16, the day they were 
mobilized. They'll meet on Sept. 16 
in Wilson this year. 

But their numbers are dwindl
ing. 

"We've lost quite a few for 
health reasons," Winstead said, 
"and some have passed on." 

—Lisa Boykin Batts 
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War was also fought at home by every citizen 
This article is from the Aug. 10, 

1985, edition ot'the DailyTimes. 
By Hal Tarleton 

Daily Times Editor 

Poland had fallen to the Blit
zkrieg. The British Army had 
escaped, barely, at Dunkirk. 
France had fallen ignominiously. 
The- United States had approved 
lend-lease to help Great Britain 
resist the Axis onslaught. 

But the war in Europe had not 
been brought home to Wilsonians 
until April 17, 1941, when an 
obscure Egyptian ship named the 
Zam-Zam was sunk by a.German 
raider. Six Wilson tobacconists 
were aboard. 

For several days, it was thought 
the entire ship and crew and the 
hundreds of passengers were 
beneath the waters of the South 
Atlantic. Later, anxious Wilso
nians found that the passengers 
and crew had been taken off the 
ship before it wqs sunk with ex
plosives. Survivors of the Zam-
Zam spent 33 days aboard the 
freighter Dresden before being re
leased in occupied France. 
- "My father was terribly upset," 
Thomas Miller, one of the Wilson 
passengers, said in a telephone in
terview last week. "He got in 
touch with Secretary of State 
(Cordell) Hull." 

The six Wilsonians aboard in
cluded four James I. Miller 
Tobacco Co. employees, a tobacco 
auctioneer and a ticket marker. 
All were headed to Rhodesia, 
where they.were to work for a 
British tobacco company. The 
Wilsonians were Miller, Harry 
Cawthorne, James Smith, W.A. 
" T i n k i e " J o h n s o n , Ned 
Laughinghouse and Paul Burton. 
Laughinghouse died of wounds he 
suffered in the initial shelling of 
the ship. 

The Zam-Zam's sinking in the 
early morning off the coast of 
Africa made headlines in Wilson 
and throughout the country. Later, 
a Life magazine photographer and 
writer, who were aboard, pro
duced a lengthy feature for that 
magazine. Miller wrote an article 
for the July 5,1941, issue Of State 
magazine. 

When the survivors returned to 
Wilson in June, they were greeted 
by crowds at the train station and 
feted at a banquet sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce at 
Hotel Cherry. 

"We got a lot of friendly recep
tions, and I made a few speeches," 
said Miller, who served in the 
Coast Guard after the Urited 
States entered the war. 

But nearly 45 years later, Miller 
said, he seldom even thinks of his 
adventure in those days before the 
United States entered the war. 
"No, it doesn't even enter my con
sciousness," he said. 

Less than six months after 
Miller and his colleagues returned 
triumphantly to a warm Wilson 
welcome, the United States was at 
war. 

U.S. enters war 
Doris Walston, who was a Salem 

College sophomore at the time, 

A group awaits the arrival of the survivors of the Zam-
Egyptian ship sunk by a German raider in 1941. 

Zam at the Wilson train station. The Zam-Zam was an 
(Photo courtesy of Paul Bissette) 

vividly remembers Dec. 7,1941. 
"There had been a city wide 

production of 'Messiah,' " she 
said, "and the news (of the Japa
nese bombing of Pearl Harbor) 
greeted us when we got out. It was 
quite a shock."' 

The w a r c h a n g e d M r s . 
Walston's carefree college 
lifestyle. 

"We were never able to go to 
school in a car after that (because 
of gasoline rationing)," she said. 
She had to either take a train to 
Selma, where she would change 
trains for Winston-Salem or take 
an eight-hour bus trip to college. 

The school appointed air-raid 
wardens and held drills and 
blackouts. A campus Red Cross 
chapter was active, as was a War 
Activities Council. Students knit
ted socks and rolled bandages for 
soldiers. 

The students became more 
serious. "You were personally in
volved," she said. "You had 
friends who were in the war." And 
there was a "definite shortage" of 
boys on campus,, which cut down 
on students' social life. 

The situation was much the 
same at Atlantic Christian College 
in Wilson, where Sarah Bain Ward 
arrived in 1944 as dean of women. 

"The biggest thing was there 
were very, very few men," she 
said. "There were ho residence 
halls for men." 

Miss Ward, an ACC alumna, had 
taught public school in Selma dur
ing the first part of the war and 
recalled, in an interview at her 
home this week, "almost a hyste
ria of joining (the military). There 
was no question whether they 
were going to join." 

Among Miss Ward's sharpest 
memories of the ACC campus is of 
the end of the war, when returning 
veterans "flooded the campus. 
They made the biggest difference 
of anything... they came back and 
thought they owned the world. 
They were no longer kids, they 
were restless men.... • 

"That's so vivid in my mind, 
how they changed the whole tone 
of the campus." 

USO dances 
Young Wilson wemen were in 
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f CCHCC DAILY TIMES EMPLOYEES 
SGT. ROBERT LEE GARDNER, JR., entered 
the service October 1941. He was killed while 
serving in the Army Air Corps 'on 
Guadalcanal. He was an apprentice in the 
composing room department. 
CPL., JESSIE SUE JORDAN, entered the 
WAC Sept. 1943 and is assigned to recruiting 
duties in Florida. She was the Associated 
Press editor of the Wilson Daily Times. 
S-SGT. TRUMAN N. BROCK entered the 
service May, 1942 and is stationed in .India 
with the Signal Repair Corps. He was a 
linotype operator on the paper. 
SGT. PATRICK COLLINS entered the service 
May, 1942 and is now serving in chemical 
warfare in France. He was circulation 

1-SGT. PAUL MILLINDER, entered the 
service in 1934 and is in the paratroop 
division stationed at Camp Mackall, N.C. He 
was a member of the composing room. 
CPL., SELBY DAVIS stationed at Camp 
Burner, entered the service October, 1942. He 
was a member of the composing room. 
PFC. WILEY GARDNER, entered the service 
August, 1942. He was in the collection and 
circulation departments of the paper. 
CPL. EDWARD JOYNER, JR., radio gunner 
in the Army Air Corps, entered service Feb. 
1943 and is stationed at Yuma, Arizona. While 
studying journalism at the Charles L. Coon 
high school he was cub reporter for the Daily 
Times. '<**£ 

manager. 
Former Wilson Daily Times carriers are serving valiantly on every battle 
front in this global war. 

Present Wilson Daily Times carriers are setting a State record in bond and 
stamp sales. 

This same ad ran 50 years ago in The Wilson Daily Times. 

demand as hostesses at the local 
USO and for dances at Seymour 
Johnson Air Force Base. Girls 
would be transported by military 
truck to Goldsboro for the Friday 
or Saturday night dances, which 
would last until about 11 p.m. 

"They were generally for the 
enlisted men," Mrs. Walston said. 

Military trucks also transported 
German prisoners of war to 
Wilson to work in an Imperial 
Tobacco Co. warehouse. Brocket 
Barnes, who was a secretary at 
the warehouse,* remembered the 
POWs "always smiled when you 
went in," but "we were told, 
'Don't have any conversation at 
all with them.' " Mrs. Barnes's 
brother was a POW in Germany at 
that same time, but she said she 
remembered no animosity toward 
the Germans. 

Mrs. Walson vividly remembers 
her post-graduation beach trip in 
1944. While she was there, she 
learned of the Allied invasion at 
Normandy. 

"It gave us quite a queer feel
ing, being at the beach, knowing 
what was going on on the other 

<:W^%t4^am{^&dm3ieedomZ Gutie 

side," she said. • 
Some Wilson women had no 

time for volunteer work and 
dances during the war years. 
Their time was consumed with 
jobs and children. 

"We just got by," said Pauline 
Hester, who was a young mother 
with three children at home and a 
husband in the Army during the 
war. She worked at the Singer 
Sewing Center at the corner of 
Nash and Tarboro streets, often 
until 10 p.m. Each month, she re
ceived a $102 allotment from her 
husband's pay. 

" I t was kinda tough along 
then," she recalled last week. 
Since sugar was rationed, the 
children got few sweets. "You 
couldn't get what you wanted but 
you learned to do without them.... 
I kept food on the table and shoes 
on their feet." 

Rationing 
A board of local citizens deter

mined who received the scarce 
commodities that were available 
during the war. Clarence T. 
Williford, an automobile dealer, 

was a member of the Wilson 
County Rationing Board and was 
charged with inspecting car tires 
to determine whether new tires 
were needed. 

"I had to take the tires off (the 
car) and inspect them," he said 
last week in an interview at his 
Branch Street home. "If a tire was 
safe, a man couldn't get a new 
tire." Ordinary citizens had no 
hope of getting tires anyway, 
Williford said, because tires were 
reserved.for emergency person
nel, such as physicians. 

"People would get so mad 
they'd jump up and down" if he 
refused to authorize new tires, he 
said. "I'd tell them, all I do is put 
down the facts." 

When the war began, Williford 
had about 40 cars in stock at his 
Williford Brothers Inc. dealership, 
and the government ordered that 
no cars could be sold. He put all of 
.his in storage, jacking them up, 
deflating the tires, treating the 
upholstery and removing the bat
teries, to wait out the next four 
years when no new cars would be 
produced in America. 

The government bought a few of 
his cars, and he was allowed to sell 
a few others to physicians or other 
authorized persons. About 15 re
mained when the war ended, he 
said. 

Gasoline was also rationed. "A 
farmer could get gas, but he had to 
specify that it was going into his 
tractor. ... A doctor could get 
whatever he claimed he needed." 
Williford's business was author
ized to use five gallons of rationed 
gasoline a week. Because he never 
received any gasoline for his per
sonal use, Williford bought a horse 
and buggy to drive from his 
Highland Drive home to his East 
Nash Street business. 

The rationing resulted In some 
black market activity, Williford 
said, but "it wasn't abused too 
bad." He remembers seeing some 
counterfeit rationing stamps. He 
was offered $1 a gallon for gaso
line, which sold legally for 30-35 
cents a gallon, but he refused to 
take the bribe. 

What irritated Williford about 
rationing was that, while he re
ceived almost no gasoline to 
operate' his business, cosmetics 
salesmen "could get anything 
they wanted." It was explained to 

See Wilsonians, page 3 
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Wilsonians did their part 
in all aspects of the war 

Continued from page 2 

him, he said, that government of
ficials felt they had "to keep the 
mora le of .the women u p " by 
allowing them to dress up and look 
beautiful. 

The shortage of men on t h e ' 
home front resulted in another in
convenience for Williford — he 
served on the county jury nine 
times, in one year in those days be
fore women were admitted to jury 
duty and most qualified men were 
overseas. 

Chemist's war 
Chemist W.A. Bridgers spent 

the war performing tests — 
primarily of cotton oil and seed — 
for the federal government, which 
was interested in obtaining as 
much nitrocellulose (used in mak
ing explosives) from cotton as. 
possible. 

Unable to qualify for regular 
military service because of his 
eyesight, Bridgers drilled weekly 

with a National Guard unit. "We 
were mostly trained to handle 
mobs, but we were never called 
on," he said in an interview at his 
Southern Testing office. The 25-40 
men in the unit were armed at 
first with shotguns and later re
ceived antiquated, bolt-action ri
fles. 

Keeping up his golf game was 
one of Bridgers' bigger challenges 
during the war. Gasoline rationing 
and military service prevented 
many Wilson families from using 
Wilson Country Club, and so many 
members dropped out that closing 
the club was considered. 

The 25-30 remaining members 
who wanted to play golf had to 
take a bus to the city limits, where 
they would be met by a club 
employee who would transport 
them the rest of the way by 
mule-drawn wagon. "And, of 
course, the course was not in very 
good condition," Bridgers said, 
but the club did remain open, 
thanks to the club manager's offer 

to continue his work at no pay 
other than the right to live at the 
clubhouse. 

Wilsonians also had difficulty 
during the war enjoying their 
beach property. "You couldn't get 
to the beach except by bus," 
Bridgers said. The beach in front 
of his Morehead City property was 
punctuated by foxholes and sand
bags installed in anticipation of a 
German invasion that never 
came. "The children enjoyed 
playing in those foxholes for years 
after that," he said, but some 
years the family didn't go to the 
beach at all, and the house was 
rented for a time to a military 
family. 

"I remember one time I went 
down on the bus to make repairs 
(to the beach house)," he said, 
"and the lumber yard couldn't 
make deliveries" because of gaso
line rationing. "So I walked to the 
lumber yard and carried back the 
lumber and equipment in my 

A por tab le booth set up in downtown Wilson sells w a r bonds. At left is Es the r God
win High. (Photo submitted by Eunice Page and Peggy Glover) 

hands." 
When the United States dropped 

the atomic bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki to end the war , 
Bridgers had a Duke University 
professor come to Wilson to ex
plain to an audience at St. 

Timothy's Episcopal Church how 
the bomb worked. "They didn't 
really comprehend at first" the 
awesome power of the bomb that, 
it was estimated, saved a million 
American lives and shortened the 
war by one year, Bridgers said. 

"They were glad we were able to 
end the war, and most agreed 
President Truman did the right 
thing.... It was seen as a godsend 
that we were able to develop such 
an instrument and save a lot of our 
friends." 

Survivors of World War II keep good memories alive 
LONDON (AP) - Josephine 

Millar saw her new husband go out 
day and night with the fire brigade 
into the Blitz. She gave birth duis 
ing a German V-l flying bomb at
tack. 

"The nurse said 'We can't move 
you to the basement' and I asked 
what I should do, and she said, 
'Put your head under the pillow 
and pray.'" 

"It was a wonderful time to 
live," said Mrs. Millar. 

It was a deadly time — more 
than 67,000 civilians were killed in 
Britain during the war, most of 
them in bombings. But the six long 
years of World War II left Mrs. 
Millar, like many of her genera
tion, with sharp memories of hap
piness, of camaraderie in the face 
of death, and life lived every mo
ment. 

For millions, in Winston Chur
chill's stirring words of 1940, it 
was truly "their finest hour." 

"During the war, there didn't 
seem to beany difference between 
people," said Mrs. Millar, a 
youthful 77. "People you wouldn't 
normally expect to be friendly 
with you, were." 

It was horrible, yes. But, "you 
got accustomed to it," said her 
husband, David Millar, a slight, fit 
man of 81. For Millar, wartime 
brought the challenge of dealing 
with the dead and the badly in
jured. 

"I could do that quite easily. 
Some men just couldn't take it. 
The one thing that really hurt me 
was when you were dealing with 
children," he said.. 

One day, while driving the boss 
back to the station by way of Ox
ford Circus, "I stopped aead in the 
street," Millar said. 

Moments later, a bomb hit the 
big intersection. 

"We saw it blow up right in front 
of our eyes. My guv'nor said, 

'What made you stop?' and I 
didn't know. I still don't know." 

"Someone was looking after 
you," Mrs. Millar said firmly. 

"I felt that right through the 
war," he agreed. "When I said 
goodbye to her in the morning, I 
never felt I wouldn't be back." 

While British forces were 
fighting famous battles in Africa, 
Asia and continental Europe, 
death came to the home front in 
the most mundane situations. 

"Woolworths had got in. a ship
ment of aluminum saucepans and 
a lot of women were queued up to 
buy them," Millar said. 

"A fly bomb hit them. Many of 
them were never found." 

Marjorie Wiggins, 77, worked in 
a bank and did volunteer work 
nights and weekends at a Cana
dian servicemen's club and the 
American Red Cross. 

There wasn't time to worry, she 
said. "You were always looking 
over your shoulder or looking 
ahead to find where the next meal 
was." 

With total nighttime blackouts, 
severe rationing and shortages of 
food, clothing and fuel, people de
veloped resourcefulness into an 
art form. 

"You'd be surprised how good 
you'd get from scra tch ing 
around," Mrs. Wiggins said in her 
comfortable sitting room in the 
English Channel port of Dover. To 
this day, she admitted, "I can't 
stop hoarding bits of soap." 

"Someone gave me an onion for 
a Christmas present. She'd been to 
the country. I had this lovely onion 
wrapped up in Christmas paper. I 
thought it was marvelous." 

The war, she saic\ "brought the 
best out in people who didn't know 
they'd got that best." 

One was Camilla Bagg, who 
drove a milk wagon, then joined 
the railways when she was 21. 

H a r r y Err ing ton , left, shows his meda l s to former 
firefighter David Millar in London. They fought fires 
during the Blitz. ( A p La«rphoto> 

With her drayhorse, George, she 
hauled tons of freight all over 
London in a wagon. 

Reared by a Victorian great-
aunt and educated at boarding 
school, she suddenly found herself 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the 
working class. 

"The whole experience actually 
did me a power of good," Mrs. 
Bagg said. "I had been brought up 
very genteelly, and to be chucked 
out into the working class like that 
wasn't a bad thing. It was not that 

I looked down on anybody in the 
yards. I wouldn't have dared.... I 
didn't dare open my mouth 
because I sounded so idiotically 
refined." 

Anne Gander, one of 90,000 
members of the Women's Land 
Army, grew up in a crowded, 
working-class London neigh
borhood and had never had a 
garden. She spent 2V» years as a 
farm laborer. 

"I was in the Land Army with a 
girl who was a ballet dancer. I'd 

never have met a ballet dancer 
where I came from," she said. 

"I met people who were very 
posh ... but they were pulling up 
the same potatoes as you." 

And harvesting potatoes was the 
most back-breaking job, she re
called. "When I first did that... I 
was crawling at the end of the day, 
on my knees, crying and saying 
'Be. British, stop crying, be Brit
ish.'" 

Even today, her eyes brim with 
tears when she remembers her 
mother's words on a frightening 
June day in 1940, when she was 14. 
France had fallen to the Germans. 
It would be 18 months before the 
United States entered the war. 
(- "She got hold of me and she 
said, 'Anne, the French have ca
pitulated.' And she was crying. 
.She said, 'We're by ourselves.' 

"I was so afraid, so afraid, 
because if my mum was afraid I'd 
got good reason to be." 

Two weeks later, the Luftwaffe 
pressed a 3-to-l advantage against 
the Royal Air Force in the Battle 
of Britain. By late August, the 
Germans were sending 1,000 
planes a day. 

In September, came the Blitz, 57 
nights of heavy bombing in Lon
don that killed more than 14,000 
people, destroyed docks and 
munitions, and shattered thou
sands of homes. The bombers re
turned intermittently until May. 

Harry Errington was a 29-
year-old cutter for a London tailor 
when he joined the fire brigade. 
On the night of Sept. 17, 1940, a 
bomb scored a direct hit on the 
multistory garage where he, nine 
other firemen and 20 civilians 
slept on the basement floor. 

The garage collapsed in flames. 
Errington, blown across the 
basement, was escaping when he 
heard a scream and turned back. 

He dug two men out of the burning 
rubble, losing the skin off his 
hands, and got them out of the 
gasoline-fueled inferno. 

" I was l u c k y , " he sa id , 
minimizing his own heroism. 

He is sitting in a cafe across 
from his apartment and about 200 
yards from the scene of the fire; 
when the war was over, he went 
back to tailoring and now, at 84, is 
considering retirement. 

The night he got home from the 
hospital, the whole family slept in 
the basement as a precaution. 
"Luckily, we did," he said, 
because a bomb hit the building. 
The family spent the rest of the 
night sleeping at Goodge Street 
Underground station, just down 
the road. 

A slightly built man in an im
peccably cut suit, he has the same 
ruddy cheeks that shine out from a 
photo taken the day he went to 
Buckingham Palace and King 
George VI pinned on his George 
Cross, the highest award for 
gallantry a civilian can win. 

"You had a job to do, you were 
trained to do it. And if you concen
trated on doing the job, there was 
no fear," he said. 

Doreen Webster spent part of 
her time during the war rescuing 
bomb victims. 

"We saw some horrible things. 
But also some good things," she 
said. "We had terrible times, but 
we had fun. We did." 

Thank you 
A special thanks to everyone 

who brought by photographs 
and other items to the Daily 
Times for this section. 

Your help is greatly appreci
ated. 

You can pick up your things 
at the Lifestyle office after to
day. 
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The paid advertisements of 
local World War II veterans 
throughout this section were 
taken from a 1945 special 
edition of The Wilson Daily 
Times. 

PVT. HERBERT LEAMON 
JONES, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
Jones of Rt. 4, Wilson, entered 
the Medical Corps of the Army 
February 1942, and was sent 
overseas to England in September 
1942. He is now stationed in the 
French battle area. He has 
received the Order of the Purple 
Heart for wounds received in 
battle. He is married to the former 
Rosa Lee Whitley and has one 
child, Herbert, Jr. Within the next 
10 years there also were two 
daughters born: Judy Jones and 
Nona Jones Golden. Preceding his 
death on July 7, 1981, he was 
blessed with four grandsons: 
Bobby Jones, Michael Jones, 
David Jones, and Al Golden. 

LEONARD E. GRIFFIN, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Griffin, entered 
the United States Navy October 
1941. He was stationed in 
Minneapolis, Minn. He currently 
resides in Elm City and has four 
children, seven grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren. 

ANDERSON FERRELL, JR., S 
2/c, son of Mr. and Mrs. Anderson 
Ferrell of Fremont, entered the 
navy May, 1944, and received his 
boot training at Camp Peary, Va. 
He is now stationed at Newport, 
RI. ii •'•' 

WILLIAM LEE PRIDGEN, 
JR., S 3/c, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
L. Pridgen of Wilson, Rt. 1, 
entered the service May, 1944, and 
was stationed at Norfolk, Va. 

SGT. THURMAN H. OWENS, 
son of Mrs. Etta Owens of Wilson, 
Rt. 2, entered the service February 
1939, and was sent overseas 
January 1944. He is with the 
parachute troops and received his 
training in Georgia. After fighting 
for 21 days in th French battle area 
beginning with D-Day, he was* sent 
back to England. Thurman Owens 
is now deceased. 

CPL EDWARD STRICKLAND, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Grady 
Strickland, of Wilson County, 
entered the service June 1940, and 
was sent overseas to Guadalcanal 
August 1942. He is in the USMC. 

PFC. BARNEY H. HIGH, JR., 
has notified his wife of his safe 
arrival in France. He entered the 
Army March 16, 1944 and went 
overseas in December 1944. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Barney 
High of Wilson, Rt. 1. His wife, 
the former Katie Carey of Wilson, 
Rt. 1, and baby reside with her 
parents. 

SGT. WILLIAM C HERRING, 
entered the U.S. Army in 
December 1941, and has been 
stationed in England for the past 
two years. He is the son of Dr. 
and Mrs. L. J. Herring, Park Ave., 
Wilson. He is attached to the 
Army Air Corps. 

WILLIAM CLARENCE GAY, 
C.M.M., son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Gay of Walstonburg, entered the 
Navy in May 1939, and has been 
in the Pacific War Theatre for the 
past four years. He and his wife 
Louise now live in Chesapeake, 
Va. 

2ND LT. DONALD T. 
OVERMAN, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. L. Overman of Stantonsburg, 
entered the Army Air Corps in 
February 1943. He is a 
bombardier, and was sent overseas 
to Ireland August 1944. 

PFC. THOMAS CLAYTON 
HARRIS, son of Wise and Bessie 
Harris, entered the service 
December, 1940. He is now in 
Italy, having served in "four 
countries. He went overseas 
August 1942. He is married and 
has a daughter, Brenda Joyce. His 
wife is Mamie Virginia Harris. 
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Saratoga flier 
receives DFC 
This article was written by a 

Wilson Daily Times reporter in 
July of 1943. 

By John G. Thomas 
Technical Sergeant Paul 

Galloway, 26-year-old Saratoga 
boy, who has served with the 
United States Air Forces in 
Europe and Africa for the past 14 
months, came home this week to 
tell a story of how his Flying For
tress "All American," on which he 
was radio operator was rammed 
in mid-air over Tunisia by a Ger
man Messerschmitt during a fight 
with 30 other Nazi planes and yet 
the ship and its crew returned 
safely to headquarters an hour 
and a half later—victorious. 

For his part in the fight with the 
30 German 109's,. Sergeant 
Galloway received the Distin
guished Flying Cross when he 
assisted one of the plane's gunners 
during the running battle. The 
Saratoga youth is also the proud 
possessor of the Air Medal and the 
equivalent of nine Oak Leaf 
Clusters showing he has par
ticipated in 50 air missions over 
enemy territory. 

Incidentally the "All American" 
was named after and piloted by Lt. 
K.R. Bragg, who played on the 
famed "Iron Dukes" of Rose Bowl 
fame at Duke University in 1939. 

"I don't think I shot any Ger
mans down," said the Wilson 
County boy here this week, "but it 
was quite an experience. There 
were about 30 Messerschmitts in 
that battle over Tunisia when we 
were hit. Two of them started 
coming in at the plane we were in 
and one overshot his mark and 
rammed us between the tail and 
the waist. He left half of one of his 
wings sticking in our ship and 

when we landed at the airport 
later we found the wing still in the 
ship. Experts at the airport later 
who saw the damaged Fortress 
said that it was against all the 
laws of airplanes. In reality we 
ought to have crashed too. And it 
didn't even scratch the tail gunner 
or anyone else. When the German 
plane hit us it was going very fast. 
It caused us to drop 1,000 feet in a 
second or so, but Lieutenant 
Bragg kept the plane on an even 
keel and got us in." 

Sergeant Galloway enlisted in 
the Air Force two and a half yea*s 
ago and got his preliminary train
ing In Florida. He went to England 
some 14 months ago and started 
out in "All American" helping at
tack the Fortress of Europe. 

Raided Continent 
He participated in a number of 

raids over Belgium, Holland and 
France, but never got as far inland 
as Germany. He helped drop 
"eggs" on such places as Rotter
dam and Amsterdam and several 
coastal towns in France. 

"The Germans are a hard bunch 
over Europe," he said. "We got 
stiff opposition there. They'd meet 
us as we crossed the channel and 
fight us all the way in and back. 
We had a tough time of it. We had 
a little gunner with us who always 
started singing "The White Cliffs 
of Dover" everytime we started 
back. This cheered us up. "Old 
Bill" was written up in Life mag
azine. He told of flying several 
times with Life's famed Margaret 
Bourke-White, correspondent and 
photographer. 

"She followed us to the Tunisian 
front," he said. 

Two days after the Americans 
and British invaded Africa) 
Sergeant Galloway and "All 

Paul Galloway, right, received the Distinguished Flying Cross for his part in the war. 
American" were on the job in 
Africa and continued fighting until 
the plane accident in mid-air. 

He stayed in Africa then until 
after the invasion of Pantelleria. 
The day before this invasion 
started Sergeant- Galloway was 
released from duty and ordered 
back home to train airmen in this 
country. 

He's back home now and will 
report shortly for his new training 
assignment. 

"Bizerteville" 
After the damage to "All Amer

ican" Sergeant Galloway and the 

rest of the crew flew in a plane 
they dubbed "Bizertevil le" 
because about all it did was to 
make daily raids on Bizerte dur
ing the battle of Tunisia. 

He flew a number of raids over 
Sicily and Italy and flew on mis
sions as far north as Rome and 
Leghorn. One raid he helped drop 
"eggs" on an industrial section 
about 20 miles out of Rome. 

"We flew in high," he said, "and 
you couldn't ever see anything 
much. We had opposition from the 
Germans all the time when there 

were Germans around but little 
opposition from Italians." 

He told of how Italians in their 
planes would leave their airports 
"for fighting raids on American 
airplanes but when they got out 
over the sea, he said, the Italians 
could be seen shooting their tracer 
ammunition and dumping their 
bombs over space in the sea, and 
then they'd speed back home as 
fast as they could go without any 
contact at all with the enemy. 

Talking about the German fliers 
as fighters, Sergeant Galloway 
said that for a time they were 

(Photo courtesy of Paul Galloway) 

mighty green over Africa but "fi
nally they sent some of Goering's 
crack fighters down from Ger
many and they were good. There's 
no doubt about this." 

Tunis, with the exception of the 
water front was not damaged 
much by the fighting, he said, but 
Bizerete was a mass of rubble 
from the shells and bombs. 

Who decorated him with the 
DFC? Why, General Spaatz, 
head of the United States Air 
Force in that theatre of war, 
himself. 

WWII home front: false spring and last winter 
By Rick Hampson 

y$$. Associated Press Writer 

The World War II home front, in 
popular memory: Rosie the 
Riveter finds romance — and 
plenty of overtime — while mak
ing the world safe for democracy 
at an aircraft plant in sunny 
Southern California. 

The real home front, in early 
'45: A 44-year-old grocery chain 
supervisor spends the worst 
winter in 50 years driving around 
western New England in a 10-
year-old Pontiac with 100,000 
.miles and four bald tires, nursing 
every last mile out of his gas ra
tion. 

"The mood was pretty bad," 
Frank Cataldo recalled in an in
terview 50 years later. "People 
saw no progress. They were work
ing hard, and they'd put up with all 
these shortages, but there was no 

rainbow in sight. They said, 'What 
are we gonna do? What are we liv
ing for?'" 

At times, the home front was 
indeed a patriotic festival of vic
tory gardens, War Bond cam
paigns and scrap drives. But the 
winter of 1944-45, the war's last, 
would leave Americans desperate 
for a resolution to a conflict that 
had killed too many, asked too 
much, dragged on too long. 

The last winter was all the more 
demoralizing because, after two 
years of wartime austerity, the 
summer of 1944 had brought a tan
talizing taste of peace. 

The Allies were racing across 
France and island-hopping across 
the Pacific. Industry had been 
operating at full blast for a year, 
producing more weapons than all 
the other combatant nations com
bined. 

Shortages began to ease. The 
government lifted rationing on 
canned food and some meat, 
prepared a plan to resume of
fice-machine production, and 
eased the ban on s t e e l in 
nonessentials like hair curlers and 
shoe buckles. 

"Whole communities sniffed the 
new optimism," Time reported. 
"In some ways it seemed almost 
like a prewar summer." 

Then the war — and the weather 
— turned for the worse. 

Frank Cataldo was a regional 
supervisor for a grocery chain 
that had opened several big new 
stores in Connecticut and western 
Massachusetts called "super

markets." 
But by late fall, 1944, there 

wasn't much on the shelves. The 
meat delivery truck arrived once 
a week, if that, with a little lamb, 
some pork, maybe poultry. Cus
tomers might have been standing 
in line for an hour when the truck 
arrived. 

"I don't know how the word got 
out," he says, "but it always did." 

Cataldo and his colleagues had 
to struggle to get enough food to 
keep the stores open. "People 
were getting to the end of their 
rope. Then the Bulge came 
along." .{ 

The Battle of the Bulge was the 
largest ever fought by the U.S. 
Army. Named for the bulge in the 

Allied line created by a German 
sneak counterattack in eastern 
France in December, the battle 
shocked a nation accustomed to 
2V6 years of victories.. 

By the time the Germans were 
pushed back, 20,000 Americans 
were dead, 20,000 were wounded 
and 20,000 were captured. 

It was just as bad in the Pacific, 
where the battle for Iwo Jima 
became the bloodiest in the 
history of the Marine Corps. 

"I didn't know anybody who 
wasn't affected somehow," 
Cataldo recalls. "Every day you'd 
hear, 'So-and-so lost a kid.'" 

Casualties forced draft boards 
to call more men. "They were tak
ing anybody and everybody," 

Cataldo says, including his 
brother, who, because he was 
unmarried, was drafted at the ripe 
age of 44. A few months later he 
was on a ship in the Pacific, 
heading toward Japan. 

Meanwhile, the home front 
shortages that had eased in sum
mer returned almost as soon as 
rationing was eased. First con
trols on pork loin, ham and canned 
fish resumed, and rationing was 
fully reimposed in December. 

People worked long hours, but 
had less and less to buy. "You 
couldn't even buy shoes," Cataldo 
groans. "People were wrapping 
their feet in old blankets." With 

See Folks, page 5. 
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Wilson men 
in training 

Ralph Barnes of Wilson submitted this picture 
from his mementos showing men from Wilson and 
eastern North Carolina at Camp Croft, S.C. The 

men of 33 Company were In basic training in this 
photo taken in May 1944 at the reserve training 
center. 

Folks did their best to help 
Continued from page 4 

three children, Cataldo and his 
wife badly needed a new washer, 
drier and refrigerator, but knew 
that the metals for such appli
ances had gone to war. 

At Christmas, goods on sale 
were fewer and prices, black 
market or otherwise, higher than 
any time since the war began. 
"Our standard of living was really 
on the verge of falling apart," 
writer Paul Gallico would recall. 
"The only thing that was plentiful 
was printed paper laughingly 
called money." 

A serious fuel shortage had 
Easterners shivering in their 
homes even before blizzards 
began disrupting fuel shipments. 
Schools closed, and businesses 
shut down an extra day or two. In 
New York, the armed services 
donated coal for emergency civil
ian use. 

To conserve fuel, home front 
czar James Byrnes closed race 
tracks and ordered a nationwide 
"dim-out," soon known as the 
"Byrne-out." Neon signs were 
banned, stores had to close at 
dusk, and everyone was under a 
midnight curfew. When New York 
Mayor Fiorello La Guardia re
fused to enforce it, military police 
were sent in. 

By now only 30,000 of the 500,000 
cars unsold at the end of 1941 were 
left — a three-day supply in 
peacetime — and old models like 
Cataldo's were breaking down. 

New York cabs had gone without 
spare parts for two years. 

In Manhattan, lines formed for 
the few packs of cigarettes that 
went on sale each evening at 6. 
Even if you were lucky enough to 
buy one, matches always seemed 
in short supply. 

Shortages begat shortages. 
Lumberjacks in the Northwest, 
irate over their meager meat ra
tions, were lured away to work in 
defense plants — leading to a 
paper shortage. Paper drives en
sued, but Boy Scouts who collected 
1,000 pounds of paper in the Gen
eral Eisenhower Waste Paper 
Campaign of 1945 received only 
certificates; there was not enough 
metal for medals. 

The black market boomed as 
never before. So much poultry was 
being siphoned off in Delaware 
that the Army couldn't get enough 
for its training camps. Armed 
soldiers were stationed along 
highways with orders to stop any 
trucks carrying chickens, and to 
commandeer their cargo if it ap
peared destined for the black 
market. 

By winter's end, virtually no 
beef was being sold legally in big 
cities. Cattle rustlers .had reap
peared in the West, as had shoot-
outs when ranchers caught them. 

The home front's volunteer zeal 
lagged, a decline symbolized by 
overgrown and untended victory 
gardens. 

After Pearl Harbor, secretaries 
and clerks in Washington had been 

so eager they'd come back to the 
federal offices after supper. "Now 
look at 'em," groused one man. 
"By half past four they are so 
restless the office is a madhouse. 
At five o'clock it's a panic. You'd 
think the building was on fire the 
way they stampede for the eleva
tor." 

The geherals had been com
plaining about shortages of 
bomber tires, heavy shells and 
tents, but workers already were 
leaving war plants for jobs with 
better postwar prospects. 

In February, Secretary of War 
Henry Stimson told Congress the 
home front was "on the verge of 
going sour." He suggested na
tional service, which .would have 
given the government control.of 
defense workers, as "a step to 
cure that situation of anarchy and 
restore law and order.V 

In this darkness before the 
dawn, air wardens were called 
back to duty because the threat of 
German missile attacks had 
become not only "possible but 
probable," according to the 
commander of the Atlantic Fleet. 
And from the Pacific came terri
fying reports of suicidal Japanese 
pilots who crashed planes loaded 
with explosives into American 
ships. 

Then spring came, and the 
troops continued to move steadily 
toward Berlin and Tokyo. But now 
Americans were hungrier than 
ever for victory, by any means 
necessary. 

New words 
from the war 

By The Associated Press 
Some words that came into the 

language as a result of World War 

n: 
Blitzkrieg — Not a German 

word, but a British compound of 
two German words: blitz (light
ning) and krieg (war). 

Blockbuster — A British bomb 
with massive explosive power. 

Roger—Message received. 
Take Home Pay — The war 

brought payroll deductions for in
come taxes and war bonds, and 
this described what was left. 

Gremlin — A Britishism for 
imaginary creatures, applied by 
U.S. pilots to problems with their 
planes. 

Snafu — Mi l i t a ry s l ang-
acronym: Situation normal, all 
fouled up, or more often a raun
chier version. 

Sad Sack — From the cartoon by 
Sgt. George Baker in Yank maga
zine. 

Pinup — Also coined by Yank 
magazine. The famous photo of 
Betty Grable, looking back with 
her hands on her hips, was the first 
and foremost. 

Sonar and Radar — Sound 
navigation ranging and radio 
detecting and ranging, detection 
systems used during the war. 

Milk Run — An uneventful 
bombing mission. 

Brass—Officers. 

ERNEST E. SMITH, born Micro, 
NC. College student, Enlisted 
Dec. IS, 1942; discharged Jan. 6, 
1946; campaigns New Guinea and 
South Philippines. Supply clerk. 
Service Battery 104th Field 
Artillery Battalion. Residing in 
Wilson, NC since 1946. Wife 
Lenore, children, Joanna, Gail, 
Lucinda, and Ernie. 

OLIVER WORTH PEELE, 
AMM3, US Navy Jan. 16,1916 -
MIA July 5, 1942. Oliver Worth 
Peele was the oldest of seven 
children born to Robert Louis and' 
Vanie Bailey Peele. He grew up in 
Johnston County and was 
graduated from Glendale High 
School, Kenly, NC, RL 2. He then 
attended King's Business College 
in Raleigh, NC. At the time he 
enlisted in the Navy, he was living 
and working in the Washington, 
DC area. He was assigned to the 
USWASP and served in the Pacific 
area. He was reported missing in 
action in July 1942 - presumed 
dead one year later. 

M/M JOHN 'CHICK' 
ANDREWS, son of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. J. M. Andrews, Sr., of 
Wilson, entered the Navy in 1942. 
He received his basic training at 
Norfolk Naval Base, and Leido 
Beach, NY. He served in the 
European Theater. He is married 
to the former Patricia Van Slyke 
and they have one son, Paul 
Andrews. 

THOMAS E. DAVIS, Tech 5 
Company F, 395th Regiment 99th 
Infantry Division. Returned to the 
States March 7, 1946, after a tour 
of duty in Europe. He received his 
service medal with three Bronze 
Stars for his contribution in three 
major campaigns, the Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe. 
He also received the Good 
Conduct Medal and the WWII 
Victory Medal. Mr. Davis served 
as a Specialist with the Browning 
Auto Rifle providing maximum 
fire power for other units. He also 
served as Guard Patrolman 
guarding prisoners of war. 

PFC. URAH T. WILLIAMSON, 
son of Mrs. Jennie Williamson, 
Wilson, Rt. 2, and the.late J. F. 
Williamson, entered the service 
January 1942, and was sent 
overseas to Iceland November, 
1942. He has served in England, 
Ireland and is now serving in the 
French battle area. 

CPL. LEE R. BURRESS, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Burress, 
entered the service July 1941, and 
is now overseas. He has been 
awarded the Good Conduct Medal. 

PVT JOHN O. BURRESS, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John T. Burress,. 
entered the service September 
1940, and was overseas 11 
months. He is now stationed at 
Fort Benning, Ga. 

A son has thoughts 
on dad's experiences 
Boyce Hudson of Wilson submit

ted the following item to The 
Wilson Daily Times. 

Written verbatim on aging 
yellowing paper 50 years ago in 
the flowing script of my father was 
the following: 

In Germany 
May 20,1945 

HelloSis, 
Just a few lines to let you know 

that all is well. I am back with my 
company and it seems very good 
to be back. There are many new 
faces around as many of the boys 
were killed after I went to the 
hospital. My platoon was shot up 
pretty bad and all but 4 were ei
ther captured or killed while try
ing to contact the Russians across 
the Elbe. Those that were cap
tured have returned, having been 
liberated by the Russians a few 
days later. The boys who left the 
lines about the time I did are back 
except those that were wounded 
badly. The Company is located in 
and around small farming villages 
which havent been damaged by 
the war. There are rolling fields 
and the country is beautiful. Of 
course, we are sweating out the 
Pacific but we don't know just 
where or when we go from here. 
Some may go home but that is yet 
to be seen. There isn't much news. 
I was in Werms and Munster, 
Germany and several other towns 
and cities. I am feeling fine and 
very anxious to hear from home. 
All my mail was forwarded to the 
hospital but I should receive the 
late mall soon. Hope you are well 
and hi the best of spirits. Take 
care of yourself and keep your 
chin up. Give all my best regards 
and here's hoping to see you be
fore too long. Good luck. 

Your loving brother, 
Boyce 

I think it important to note that 
though the war had officially 
ended 10 days earlier in Europe, 
the ordinary GI still had two 
primary concerns: home and 
.what remained to be done in the' 
Pacific. 

Their war hadn't ended but only 
been interrupted. Though many 
had been captured and wounded 
they fully expected to be in on the 
invasion of Japan. My father's 
later letters expressed this fear 
and his biggest hope was that he 
would be able to visit my mother, 
his children and family before 
being shipped to the Pacific the
ater. | 

To this day, it remains difficult 
for me to understand the paradox 
that was my father. Everyone who 
knew him commented that com
bat changed him. His sensitivity 
and artistic bent remained buried 

Boyce K. Hudson as he 
looked during the war. 

for the rest of his life after the war, 
as it did for many. 

He never talked of his combat 
experiences or his wartime com
rades. It was a period in his life 
that he would not or could not deal 
with openly. That, to me, is an ad
ditional sacrifice that has never 
fully been appreciated. Beyond 
the blood, sweat and tears is the 
hidden fear and emotions that a 
generation of fathers suffered 
silently. 

Again and again, writers of my 
generation tell of their fathers on 
their death bed, uttering of places 
and persons unknown to us, as a 
final reminder of the sacrifices 
that we will never .understand. 

My father was an infantry man, 
a private first class. At my wed
ding reception he was listening to 
a conversation among some 
retired colonels and other high-
ranking officers when one of them 
asked him had he ever been to 
Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam or 
Munich? My dad replied, "Is it in 
Europe?" Looking aghast and 
replying condescendingly, the 
colonel said, "Of course." 

My father answered as he 
turned to leave, "I walked right by 
it." 

Dad, thanks for the walk. • 
— Boyce Hudson 

Patronize our advertisers 

CPL. WATHEW L. FERRELL, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. L. F. Ferrell of 
Lucama, entered the service 
January 1942, and was sent 
overseas December 1943. He 
married former Miss Audrey 
Davis of Wilson and they were 
married for 47 years. They have 
three children, Janie Vaughan, 
Jonelle Speight, and Lafayette 
Davis Ferrell. One grandson, 
Thomas Eatmon. He died in May 
of 1994. 

PFC. ARNOLD KERMIT 
OWENS of the 394th Infantry, 
was reported missing in action on 
January 16, 1945, in Rocherath, 
Belgium. He was later confirmed 
deceased. He was buried in U.S. 
Military Cemetery, Neuville-en 
Condroz,'Belgium. He was the 
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
C. Owens, and the brother of Nina. 
Owens Daniel, Naomi Owens, and 
Col. Alfred L. Owens of Wilson, 
NC. 

CPL. JESSE M. BURRESS, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John T. Burress, 
entered the service January 1943, 
and is now stationed in England. 

CPL. RAY D. BURRESS, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Burress, 
entered the service September 
1942, and was sent overseas to 
New Guinea in November 1943, 
where he is now stationed. 

SGT. BEN WILLIAMS, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Williams, 
entered the service January 1943, 
and is now stationed at Kelly 
Field, Texas. 
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Wilson man was at Pearl Harbor inll941 
This article appeared in the 

Dec. 7, 1981, edition of the Daily 
Times. 

By Claude Starling 
Daily Times National Editor 

Today, Ralph S. Broughton, a 
robust 62, is affectionately known 
as "the touring amateur" among 
his golfing buddies at Willow 
Springs Country Club where he 
spends five or six days a week 
pursuing his favorite hobby in 
retirement. 

But 40 y e a r s ago today , 
Broughton was awakened from a 
sound-sleep by some "very 
unusual noises," he recalls. Those 
noises were bombs and explosions 
ripping Pearl Harbor apart as the 
Japanese launched the surprise 
attack that catapulted the United 
States into World War II. 

Broughton, then just 22, had 
enlisted in the infantry in early 
1941 rather than be drafted, think
ing that he could serve two years 
in a foreign port and fulfill his mil
itary obligation. 

On July 26,1941, as a member of 
the famed 25th "Lightning" Divi
sion, Broughton, a private in the 
27th Infantry, found himself in 
Hawaii, assigned to the Schofield 
Barracks, located*adjacent to 

Wheeler Field northwest of the 
naval base at Pearl Harbor. On 
Friday, Dec. 5,1941, Broughton's 
unit returned from manuvers. He 
was assigned to a heavy weapons 
— 81 mm mortars — unit whose 
duty was protecting Pearl Harbor 
from land assault. 

On Saturday, Dec. 6, Broughton 
had gone into Honolulu, about six 
miles from Pearl Harbor. It was 
the Christmas season, and 
Broughton was making some 
last-minute purchases to be 
shipped to his parents in Garner. 

He got back to the barracks and 
into his bunk about 2 a.m. that fol
lowing Sunday. Six hours later, the 
world as he knew it would be 
•changed forever. His two-year 
Army hitch would become' four 
years and two months of fighting 
the Japanese across the Pacific in 
island-hopping campaigns. 

Black columns of smoke rolled 
above Pearl Harbor, clearly visi
ble from the two-story barracks. 
The Japanese, attacking in four 
waves of bomber and torpedo 
planes, were hitting famed bat
tleship row in the harbor, as well 
as destroying aircraft at both 
Hickman and Wheeler airfields. 

Japanese warplanes strafed 
Schofield Barracks, and men 

scattered, remembers Broughton. 
Some managed to mount 50-
caliber machine guns and return 
fire. Five aircraft were downed, 
said Broughton. 

His unit scrambled to reassem
ble weapons taken apart after the 
return from manuvers and to ob
tain ammunition, and then to 
deploy to their assignments. 
There was really little time to 
watch or survey the battle going 
on, said Broughton. 

At noon that day, en route to his 
unit's assigned positions, he 
passed close enough to Pearl 
Harbor to see the devastation. .The 
battleship Arizona was sunk, and 
he learned later that more than 
1,100 men had gone down with her. 

The battleships West Virginia, 
and Oklahoma were sunk; the 
O k l a h o m a , B r o u g h t o n 
remembers, had capsized, and lay 
belly up in the harbor. The Cali
fornia was sinking, and other ships 
in the harbor had sustained vary
ing degrees of damage. 

"Things looked kinda bleak," 
says Broughton. Pres ident 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, in an
nouncing America's declaration of 
war against Japan, and the na
tion's entry into World War II, 
would describe it as a "date which 

will live in infamy." 
Broughton's unit was deployed, 

but actually had little to do, since 
the Japanese-did not launch a ' 
direct assault on the island. His 
unit was called upon to help 
remove the dead, and that, he 
remembers, was "one job that, 
was really terrible.'' 

The 25th Division remained in 
its foxholes for two months follow
ing the surprise attack, says 
Broughton, and in Hawaii for 
nearly a year after the attack. 

Then, on Dec. 6, 1942, the divi-
s i o n w a s s h i p p e d ou t to 
Guadalcanal to relieve the 
Marines who had paid such a high 
human price for a beachhead 
there. 

In addition to Guadalcanal, 
Broughtohn saw action in New 
Georgia, on Bougainville, and in 
the Philippine Islands. In all, he 
served in 10 different theaters of 
operations and fought in 12 major 
battles. 

He still carries shrapnel in one 
arm from a shell explosion. He 
spent 35 days in a hospital but was 
shipped back to his unit. 

Broughton won a battlefield 
commision, and is a holder of the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the 
second highest medal awarded by 
the United States to soldiers in 

combat. He also earned a Purple 
Heart for his battle wounds. He 
entered the war a private, but left 
it as a first lieutenant. 

The Japanese, he says, were 
stubborn fighters, preferring night 
attacks, but, in general, he says, 
the American fighting men simply 
outclassed them as soldiers. 

Broughton had a chance* to con
tinue his duties in the service, in
cluding a chance to be a major, 
but he turned it down to come 
home. 

He was in the retail credit busi
ness in Greenville for 32 years be
fore retiring at the age of 58. After 
his first wife died, he married Dell 
Weaver of Wilson County, who had 
lost her husband earlier, and 
moved to Wilson County. 

Broughton says he didn't mind 
talking about the war, although 
many of his buddies didn't make it 
home. Of the 250 men in his ori
ginal company in Hawaii, only 35 
were still active following the 
Guadalcanal campaign. 

The company was reinforced 
before the Philippine campaign, 
but again Broughton witnessed its 
numbers shrink — from bat
tlefield deaths, battlefield wounds, 
malaria and other causes — to 
about 35 again before the war 
ended. 

Ralph Broughton 
His four years and four months 

in the Pacific were something "I 
had to do," says Broughton, who 
said he then got out and was able 
to go on about his business without 
worrying over it. 

For nine years he chaired the 
North Carolina chapter of the 
Pearl Harbor Survivors Associa
tion, whose meeting he attended 
this past weekend in Monroe. 
There are about 200 members, he 
estimated. 

Should Pearl Harbor be re
membered? 

Definitely, he said, "to keep 
alive the memory ... to keep it 
from ever happening again ... we 
feel like It does a lot of good." 

Names of men from Wilson's Machine Gun Company M 
The picture on page 1 shows the 

entire personnel of Wilson's 
Machine Gun Company "M" 120th 
Infantry, under the command of 
Captain Oakley B. Beland sta
tioned at Fort Jackson, S.C., as 
pictured in the Daily Times in the 
1940s. Captain Beland is seated in 
the center and his two first lieu
tenants, J. Ed Adkins and Ibby J. 
Lancaster are seated at his sides. 

In the photo are the following 
members of the unit: second lieu
tenants, D.S. Tolar and James E. 
Wright, First Sergeant William L. 
Massengill; Staff Sergeant O.G. 
Harrell; Sergeants, H.C. Barnes, 
W.R. Barnes, I.B. Davis, G.W. 
Hawley, J.S. Howard Jr., M.J. 
Lewis, J.W. Patty, S.J. Pike, R.P. 

Raper, E.J. Reizck, A.B. Smith, 
C.L. Wells and S.W. Williamson. 

Corporals, K.E. Allen, Glenn W. 
Ansley, J.W. Barre t t , J .H. 
Beamon, L.A. Beamon Jr., J.T. 
Bone, H.D. Boswell , R.L. 
Brantley, C.N. Church, O.J. 
Davis, D.B. Eatman Jr., S.W. 
Farmer, Paul Forbes, J.G. 
Gliarmis, J.C. Home, R.A. Keen, 
H.M. King, W.F. Lamm, E.E. Lit
tle, P.A. Lucas, D.L. Massengill, 
R.L. Moore, J.A. Narron, E.E. 
Norris, A.W. Winstead, W.D. 
Starling and C.R. Taylor. 

Privates, first class, W.G. 
Anderson, Buddie Boykin, J.D. 
Batton, W.J. Brewer, C.E. Bunn 
Jr., J.O. Burress, H.B. Capps, 
F.E. Cobb, Robert Carter, J.C. 

Corbett, G.E. Cockrell, W.R. 
Davenport, S.R. Davis, H.R. 
Deans, P.W. DraRer, W.L. Eason, 
M.D. Ezzell, E.R. Felton, L.R. 
Hathaway, J.J. Hawkins, A.C. 
Lewis, W.R. Moore, E.R. Nichols, 
F.G:? Owens, T.R. Owens, B.T. 
Pittman, H.R. Price, J.C. Pugh, 
John Sauls, S.L. Sealey, George 
Skinner, J.J. Skinner, W.C. Skin
ner S.J. Smiley, R.J. Smith, J.P. 
Turner, R.E. Waters, R.T. Wells, 
G.F. Winbourne, R.C. Winstead, 
L. Wheeler, Thurman Whitley, 
G.A. Whitley, CM. Winstead, 
John Winstead Jr., P.J. Winstead 
and Julian Vester. 

Privates, Juler Bailey, Hosea 
Bass, L.W. Bass, J.J. Bynum, W. 
T. Carter, L.T. Cary, J.C. Carver, 

Suspected Nazis: The big quarry 
is thought to be still out there 

By The Associated Press 
A list of some of the biggest open 

cases and recently resolved mat
ters involving suspected Nazi war 
criminals: 

•ALOIS BRUNNER, called the 
"second Adolf Eichmann" by 
Holocaust historians. Considered 
responsible for deporting 128,000 
Jews from Slovakia, Greece, 
Austria and France to Nazi death 
camps. Believed to have settled in 
Syria decades ago and lived under 
the name George Fischer, though 
the government there denied it 
and dismissed numerous extradit
ion requests. May have slipped 
into Egypt in 1993 with a new iden
tity and new look from cosmetic 
surgery, European police sources 
say. Other unconfirmed reports, 
however, say he died in 1992 at age 
79 or 80. 

• J O S E F S C H W A M M -
BERGER, former concentration 
camp commander, serving a life 
sentence in Germany for killing 
650 Jewish slave laborers. In
dicted last December on 144 new 
charges of murder and abetting 

murder, stemming from evidence 
that surfaced during his trial in 
1992. Extradited from Argentina 
in 1990; fled there in 1948. 

• MAURICE PAPON, 84, ad
ministrator of the Bordeaux 
region in France from 1942 to 1944, 
charged with crimes against hu
manity for ordering the deporta
tions of hundreds of Jews to Nazi 
death camps. Was Paris police 
chief in the 1950s and budget min
ister in the 1970s. Case has been 
pending since 1981. 

• RENE BOUSQUET, 84, na
tional police chief in Nazi-oc
cupied France, fatally shot in 
Paris in 1993 by a publicity-seeker. 
His signature on orders sent tens 
of thousands of Jews to their 
deaths; lifted rules exempting 
Jews younger than 18 from depor
tation. Charged in 1992 in connec
tion with the deaths of hundreds of 
Jewish children; never denied the 
allegations, but said he was fol
lowing orders. Was free until his 
death. 
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Where Quality Comes First! 

We're Ready. 
• carbonless forms 
• typesetting 
• rubber stamps 
• high speed copying 
• full color copying 
• wedding invitations & 

accessories 

We're Good. 
• wedding programs 
• brochures' 
• business cards 
• letterheads 
• church programs 
• newsletters 
• office forms 

We're Fast. 
• envelopes 
• booklets 
• menus 
• stapling 
• resumes 
• fliers 

Business Forms on 
Carbonless Paper 
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J.T. Cobb, W.J. Cook, J.H. Cren
shaw, W.J. Daniel , Spiros 
Georgoulis, J.H. Hathaway, 
Clayton Hinnant, Walter Jackson, 
P.F. Jones, Preston Jones, E.J. 
Kennendy, Kelford Kennedy, A.A. 
Nelms, Paul Norton, L.H. Norton, 
Lendo Norris, J.R. Pennington, 
J.M. Pope, Chester Poythress, 
A.E. Pittman, C.E. Pritchard, 
C.E. Pritchard, Charlie Renfrow, 
Munroe Reyno lds , J a m e s 
Roberts, Howard Searcy, Leroy 
Stokley, S.L. Standi, F.E. Stuard, 
Robert Trevathan, Thomas 
Whaley, L.H. White, R.J. Whitley, 
D.W. Whitley, J.R. Whitley, W.M. 
Williams, D.J. Winstead, P.D. 
Winstead. 
.Selective service trainees: 

Pr iva tes , first c lass , J.W. 
Southard; Privates, EX. Bennett, 
F.T. Cornelius, T.L. Creech, A.A. 
Crump, J . E . F o s t e r , W.S. 
Hargroves, G.W. Kanutt, J.A. 
Laws, M.O. Lutz, C.F. Luther, 
R.A. Nance, J.N. Norris, Jimmie 
Parker, Clabon Perry, J.A. Pitt
man, J.J. Poole, M.W. Price, Wil
liam Propst, L.E. Raynor, J.E. 
Reevis, Woodrow Richardson, 
J.R. Rich,' F.B. Roberson, Bob 

Roberts, R.T. Rushing, W.D. 
Sherron, M.G. Shook, W.H. Shytle, 
Lewis Sims, C.P. Sisk, Craig Sisk, 
Clarence Smith, J.P. Smith, Joe 
Smith, Graham Snider, Rufus 
Stanley, Claude Stepp, CM. Stone, 
R.L. Sullivan Jr., I.T. Taylor, 
R.W. Taylor, R.T. Terres, C.L. 
Thomas, DR. Thompson, K.H. 
Varner, J . F . Walker, J . E . 
Walston, C.L. Waters, J.S. Warner 
andR.W.Wynn. 
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Women who served with the men in WWII 
This article originally appeared July 25,1995 in The 
Wilson Daily Times. 

They tell what it wds like 
to work with the 'fellows9 

By Amity H. Page 
Dally Times SUA Writer 

The men who fought in World War II have received 
an abundant amount of recognition for the battles 
they fought and the blood they shed in the name of 
freedom. Many women waited back home for hus
bands and sons and brothers to return home after 
serving their duty. 

But some of those who served were wives and 
daughters and sisters. Those women were among the 
nurses, officers and Red Gross workers who left 
home to serve their country during the war. 

They served with the "fellows," but many claim 
they don't have any grand war stories to tell. How
ever, their stories of why they chose to serve in a 
male-dominated institution and the reactions of 
friends and family to their decisions are grand in and 
of themselves. 

A small collection of Wilson women who aided the 
war effort have given their testimonies. 

Joyce Parker Goforth 
When she enlisted in the navy in 1943, Joyce 

Parker Goforth's family sent her off with the words, 
"How in the world could you do such a thing?" But 
the homecoming three years later was a joy, she 
said. 

"Everyone ar
rived waving their 
much-treasured 
ration coupons 
they had saved for
me to buy civilian 
c l o t h e s a n d 
linens," she said. . 

Mrs. Goforth, 
who is the mother 

Joyce Goforth then and now. of ^ p0vm s o n s 

and two young granddaughters, served most of her 
time as a Navy nurse stationed at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital Pediatric Outpatient Clinic in San Diego, 
Calif. She looked after the servicemen's children. 

Her experience as a woman serving among men 
was a positive one; she said. The doctors she worked 
with couldn't have been nicer. 

The harshest and most memorable reprimand she 
received came from the head doctor one morning 
while he was washing his hands, she said as she re
called the statement he made: "Miss Parker, when 
do you think the Navy will be able to afford us a new 
bar ofsoap?" 

In July 1945, she was given the opportunity to do 
some of the traveling she had hoped for when she was 
sent to the U.S. Naval Hospital in Hawaii. 

She was on night duty in the orthopedic division on 
Sept. 2, 1945, when news of the Japan peace treaty 
came over the radio. 

"All Hawaii lit up on that dark night. Noise makers 
took to the streets to sing and dance," Mrs. Goforth 
said. "And the patients who could get out of bed 
danced up and down the aisles between their rows of 
beds." 

As a female nurse joining the Navy, she-was not in 

This photo, taken in May of 1945 after Josephine Conley, second from left, com
pleted her Red Cross training courses, shows her in Washington, D.C., before she 
went overseas. 

the minority. Mrs. Goforth said all the girls she knew 
were signing up. She remembered the time when 
Navy nurses came to her nursing school in Dallas, 
Texas, and planted the seed in her and her peers. 

At that point, Mrs. Goforth knew what she wanted 
to do. But her father wasn't too certain about her 
decision. 

"He just couldn't stand the idea," she said. 
But on her return, Mrs. Goforth received positive 

support for the healing work she performed during 
the war. 

"People really treated (nurses) with respect," she 
said. 

Mrs. Goforth sees room in the military for women 
today. And as for women in combat, she said, "A lot 
of women are as strong as men psychologically." 

But family must come first, she said. "If the mili
tary is today like it was in my day, when you were 
subject to orders, then I don't think mothers who 
want to raise a family have any business going in the 
military." 

Katharine Ashe 
, In February of 1943, Katharine Ashe followed the 
suggestion of her husband, John Grange Ashe Jr., 
and was sworn in as a communications officer for the 
Navy. 

At the age of 31, Mrs. Ashe was at a loose end, she 
said, and wanted to do something meaningful -with 
her life. For her, enlisting' in the military to aid the 
war effort was the thing to do. 

"I felt like enlisting would be more significant than 
just going to work," she said. 

During her three years in the service, Mrs. Ashe 
was stationed at Charleston Naval Yard, and the port 
directors' offices in New York and Wilmington. She 
worked with several other women who operated 
coding machines. 

"We put plain English into code for security 
reasons," she said. "We never talked about our work. 
It was nobody's business." , 

She worked with 
women from all 
over the United 
States, and even 
though'her top of
ficers were men, 
she said, "They 
didn't have much 
e f f e c t on o u r 
work." 

Katharine Ashe then and now. Women were a 
part of the war effort, and whether she knew them or 
not, she said, they were there. 

Mrs. Ashe, who has two daughters and two grand
sons, admitted that she didn't receive a lot of recog
nition when she left the military and returned, home. 
And at the time, women overall were not honored as 
much as men were. 

"Women are recognized now more so than at the 
time,*' she said. "They didn't single us out for any
thing." 

But it doesn't matter to her, she said. 

"Most women that served are satisfied about the 
job they did." 

Mrs. Ashe was promoted to a full lieutenant before 
she was discharged in May of 1946. 

"I never regretted it," she said. "If I had to do it 
over, I'd do the same thing again." 

Josephine Conley 
A Southern accent was Josephine Conley's 

greatest asset while she was overseas as a Red Cross 
worker at the end of World War II. 

She said being a "Southern girl" helped her attain 
items in demand, such as gasoline, because her ac
cent was a rarity there. 

At the age of 25, Miss Conley was working in New 
York for the bishop of the Episcopal Church. She had 
a view of the Red Cross building located across the 
street and walked through the doors one day in May 
of 1945 and began a career that took her around the 
world. 

"I always wanted to go abroad," Miss Conley said. 
Her family sent her off with well wishes. "My 

sisters thought it was great," she said. "My father 
had died, but I think he would've been happy." 

After two weeks of training, Miss Conley left the 
states for the town of Gioia del Colle, Italy, where she 
worked at a Red Cross club that provided services for 
theGIs. 

Between 1945 to 1947, she traveled to Germany, 
Austria and France. During that time she gave ser
vicemen a home away from home by organizing 
dances, parties, variety shows and other activities at 
the Red Cross dubs. Her efforts were well appreci
ated. 

"One Christmas in Germany when I worked at the 
Red Cress club, the enlisted men asked me out," Miss 
Conley said. "Every man in the place came up to me 
and thanked me for being there." 

She recalled making coffee runs to the "repple-
depple," a replacement center set up for soldiers 
going to Japan or going home. 

"They would load up a 2V4-ton truck with coffee, 
donuts and me, and go out to the repple-depple." 

Along with providing them with coffee, Miss Conley 
provided the men emotional support and a sym
pathetic ear. She said the boys would tell her all their 
troubles, and at times she felt the need for someone to 
talk to. 

But if she learned anything while overseas, it was 
to deal with isolation. 

"The one thing you learn over there is to live with 
yourself," she said. "It was so lonesome." 

She recalled the winter of 1945 when she was in 
Mannheim, Germany. She said the city, which had 
been almost completely demolished, was dark and 
dreary. 

"The sun didn't come out but twice while I was 
there," she said. 

But her memories include celebration as well. She 
recalled being in Gioia del Colle on V-J Day, when she 
and others shot flares on the field to celebrate. 

Miss Conley came back to the states in 1947, but in 
the 1960s she spent several years serving with Army 
Special Services and the USO. During that time she 
traveled to Vietnam and Thailand. 

But she claimed that she never was afraid, even 
though, at times, she was in the middle of armed 
conflict. 

"We were too busy to be scared," she said. 

Blacks and the war: "They could only break our hearts' 
By Rick Hampson 
Associated Press Writer 

Lloyd Brown and a few other 
black servicemen walked into a 
restaurant in Salina, Kan., one 
day during World War II. The 
owner hurried forward to in
tercept them: "You boys know wo 
don't served colored." 

"We ignored him," Brown wrote 
later, "and just stood there inside 
the door, staring at what we had 
come to see — the German pris
oners of war who were having 
lunch at the counter. 

"If we were untermenschen in 
Germany they would break our 
bones," Brown reflected. "As 
'colored' men in Salina, they could 
only break our hearts." 

No group gained more in war
time than the nation's 13 million 
blacks. But the war also brought 
many a heartbreak. 

Two million blacks found work 
in war plants. For each new op
portunity, however, there was a 
reminder that the Allies' ringing 
rhetoric did not apply to Afri
can-Americans. From this ten

sion, blacks drew new resolve not 
to acquiesce in their own subjuga
tion. 

Blacks won their biggest victory 
before Pearl Harbor. At that 
point, the defense boom had done 
little to reduce black unemploy
ment. Of 100,000 aircraft workers, 
only 240 were black, and most of 
them were janitors. Black leaders 
planned a civil lights march on 
Washington. 

To head it off, President Roose
velt signed Executive Order 8802, 
which banned discrimination by 

federal defense contractors. It 
was the first federal intercession 
on behalf of black civil rights since 
Reconstruction. 

Blacks finally benefited from 
the war effort, however, because 
there was no one else. 

By the summer of 1942 — a year 
after the order — blacks ac
counted for just 3 percent of war 
workers; by 1945, with the man
power shortage acute, they were 8 
percent of a larger workforce. By 
the end of the war, the number of 
skilled black workers had dou

bled, and the number of black 
federal workers had increased 3% 
times. 

Although the armed services 
remained thoroughly segregated, 
the fighting overseas offered some 
black soldiers a chance to be 
measured by something besides 
their color. 

This is how Lt. Gen. George S. 
Patton of Virginia, a descendant 
of a Confederate cavalry officer, 
greeted the all-black 761st Tank 
Battalion in Europe: 

"Men, you're the first Negro 
tankers ever to fight in the Amer
ican army. I would never have 
asked for you if you weren't good. 
I have nothing but the best in my 
army. I don't care what color you 
are, so long as you go up there and 
kill those Kraut sonsabitches." 

The unit captured 30 major ob
jectives in France, Belgium and 
Germany. But that record was 
largely ignored until 1978, when 
the 761st received a Presidential 
Unit Citation. 

PVT. DAVID G. GREEN, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Green, entered 

' service August 1944, and is now at 
Keesler Field, Miss. 

1ST. LT. GEORGE H. 
FULFORD, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. A. Fulford of 209 West Green 
Street, Wilson, entered the service 
February 28,1942, and is now with 
the Air Transport Ferrying 
Command, stationed in Dallas, 
Texas. 

PVT. EARL FULFORD, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Fulford, of 209 
W. Green Street, Wilson, is now 
stationed at Yuma Air Field, 
Arizona. He entered the service 
on January 16,1943. 

CLYDE P. ELLIS, S. 1-C, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W C. Whitley of 
Wilson, Rt. 1, entered the service 
May 1, 1944, and went overseas 
February 1945. 

PFC. WHXIAM B. NOWELL, 
JR., son of Mr. and Mrs. W B. 
Nowell Sr., of Wilson, entered the 
service December 1943, and is 
now stationed at Walker Army Air 
Base, Victoria, Kansas. 

HARRY LEE FULFORD, S. 2/c, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Fulford, 
209 West Green Street, Wilson, 
enlisted in the Navy on December 
7, 1943, and went overseas in 
April 1944, to the Mediterranean 
area. 

PVT. ERNEST EATMON,. son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Eatmon, 
entered the service August, 1943, 
and was sent overseas March 
1944. He is now with the Army in 
the French-German battle area. 

WILLIAM FRANKLIN 
TAYLOR, S 1/c, son of Mrs. W 
H. Taylor- of Wilson, entered the 
service June 1943, and is attached 
to a navy destroyer escort ship in 
the Atlantic. 

PHILIP E. BREWER, EM 3/c, 
son of Mr. and Mrs C. L. Brewer, 
entered the Navy August 1942, 
and was sent overseas March 
1943. He is now stationed in the 
South Pacific. . 

PVT. FRANK NARRON, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Narron of 
Wilson, entered the service March 
1944, and was sent overseas in 
August 1944, to England. He is 
married and has two children. 

MmH 
PVT. LESLIE R. EATMON, son 
Of Mr. and Mrs. James A. Eatmon, 
of Wilson, entered the service 
October 1943. He was sent 
overseas March 1944, and was 
wounded in the battle of France, 
July 28, 1944. He has been 
awarded the Purple Heart. 

PAUL A. SKINNER, S 2/c, son 
of Mrs. J. A. Skinner, entered the 
service December 3, 1943, and is 
now stationed at Patuxent River,. 
Md. He trained at Chicago, 111. 
He is married to the former Rosa 
Bridgers. They have three 
children. 
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War remade man's world, remapped men's minds 
By Charles J. Hanley 

AP Special Correspondent 

Dog tags in an old cigar box. 
Battle ribbons gone dull with age. 
On a mantel, in a yellowed photo
graph, a smiling face in uniform, a 
husband, brother, father forever 
young, forever lost. 

A half-century after World War 
II ended, after the flash of ar
tillery and the screams from the 
death camps faded, the meaning 
of that titanic struggle remains, 
for many, as deeply personal and 

, present as the ache of a loss just 
yesterday, the feel of a precious 
old token. 

But for many more, born later, 
born lucky, the midcentury con
flict bears more universal and 
subtle meaning, meaning played 
out in the headlines of today. 

Only a total war, man's greatest 
war, could have cast so long a 
shadow. 

Shelves full of books barely 
begin to retell what happened 
when 70 million men and women 
took up arms against each other, 
fighting for 2,191 days, spilling 
over seacoasts, sweeping across 
deserts and plains, seizing the 

. skies and oceans, reducing great 
cities to rubble, whole countries to 
ruin, one tragic people to ashes, 
bones, cowering refugees. 

Hitler and Hirohito. Ike and 
Monty. Flying Tigers and Desert 
Rats. The Sullivan Brothers. 
Enigma. PT-109. Doolittle. Rom
mel. Tokyo Rose. Glenn Miller. Ed 
Murrow. Dunkirk. Stalingrad. 
Normandy. The Bulge. The 
Bridge. The Bunker. Enola Gay. 

The litany of satans and saints, 
myths, heroes and hallowed 
places is embedded in the com
mon culture. And the Anal victory 
was famous: over a totalitarian, 
racist, murderous nationalism 
that reigned in Germany, Italy 
andJapan. 

"Only by the utter destruction of 
the Axis was a decent world 
possible," concluded Gen. Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, the American 
commander who took the German 
surrender on May 7,1945. 

What World War II stopped is 
well-known. But what it started — 
redrawing maps, reshaping 
minds, remaking everyday life — 
is still unfolding. 

It crushed the cruel nationalism 
of the fascists, but gave life to a 
new kind of nationalism. And in 
that, at times, war begat war. 

In the Middle East, the vic
torious Allies, belatedly rescuing 
the remnants of Europe's Jews, 
gave them their own state, Israel, 
thereby guaranteeing conflict with 
usurped Arab neighbors for gen
erations to come. 

/ In dozens of other places around 
the globe, in Algeria and British 
west Africa, India and Indonesia, 
Vietnam and Malaya, people saw 
their colonial masters' weakness, 
sensed their own potential, 
demanded independence. By the 
early 1960s, their old empires ex
hausted from the war, the British, 
French, Dutch and Belgians were 
in retreat. And, by then, new em
pires had arisen. 

Undamaged by the war and 

Parisians march through the Arc de Triomphe, waving flags in celebration of the end of World War II in Europe 
May 8,1945. 
self-confident from victory, 
America rode a midcentury wave 
into a new role as superpower, in
ternational policeman, business 
headquarters to the world. 

American industrial might was 
one of two ultimate weapons in 
1945. During the war years, the 
United States produced an 
astonishing 296,000 aircraft, 88,000 
ships and. mountains of other 
goods, military and civilian, dou
bling its gross national product in 
just four years. 

The momentum of war carried 
into the decades to come. By the 
late 1940s, half the world's wealth 
was in American hands. By the 
1950s, GM and Boeing, IBM and 
Esso were bywords of global 
commerce. 

At home, the war changed the 
face of America. 

A military-industrial complex 
took root and spread westward 
and southward. Americans 
became more mobile. Women en
tered the work force by the mil
lions. Half the returning service
men — there were 15 million in all 
— went to school under the GI Bill.' 
And the blacks among them set 
about toppling the walls of Ameri
can racism. 

In Europe, America's wealth 
helped finance a painful recovery. 

The job was immense: in Ger
many alone, 7 million buildings 
had been destroyed or damaged in 
the war. But with billions in 
American aid, and their own hard 
work and skill, Germany and 
Japan rebounded as model 
economies. They became com

mercial rivals to America, but 
never again political rivals. 

By the 1990s, in fact, America's 
win-the-war mentality had carried 
it through another campaign, this 
time a "cold war" that reaffirmed 
its place as the" unchallenged mili
tary-political power at global 
center stage. 

The Soviets wielded the second 
ultimate weapon of 1945 — the 
force and bloody fortitude of the 
Red Army. They swept the Ger
mans out of Eastern Europe, and 
the momentum of war carried 
them, too, for years to come. 

Occupying Eastern Europe, in
stalling local Communist gov
ernments, annexing 270,000 square 
miles of new territory, the Soviets 
grew stronger, bolder. A confron
tation with the other great power 
sharing Europe grew inevitable. 

Capitalist America and Com
munist Russia spent trillions to in

timidate each other. The B-24 
gave way to the B-52, anti-fascist 
propaganda to new "psyops" bat
tles, the blackouts of the '40s to the 
backyard shelters of the Cold War. 

The war grew hot at times — for 
America in Korea and Vietnam, 
for the Soviets in Afghanistan. The 
boy officers of World War II, 
commanders now in a new kind of. 
war, faced stalemate and setback. 
But, in the end, only one empire 
collapsed, only one lost momen
tum. 

And for all the "warring," the 
superpowers themselves never 
came to blows. 

"World War II meant the end, 
really, of great wars, of big wars, 
of wars between superpowers," 
says Russian historian Valentin 
Berezhkov. "The war was just so 
terrible. And then there was (he 
bomb." 

If great wars have receded into 

(AP Laserphoto) 

the past, some credit goes to the 
new order the last one left behind: 
to a United Nations that gave 
warmakers a place to make 
peace; to a NATO alliance and 
European Union that finally made 
partnership a fixture on a conti
nent drenched in generations of 
blood; to global economic 
schemes made for cooperation, 
not confrontation. 

But credit goes deeper, too, 
because World War II not only 
reordered the map. It remapped 
the mind — with new landmarks 
ca l led Bergen-Belsen and 
Auschwitz, Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

For the first time, a major con
flict killed more civilians than 
soldiers in combat, millions of 
them in a scientific, racist cam
paign of extermination. After V-E 
Day, the world gazed upon the 
Nazi death camps, into the 

blackest pits of the heart, and 
turned away, with images burned 
forever into the mind. 

And then, as Berezhkov says, 
there was "the bomb." 

World War II endowed man with 
inventions infernal and benign — 
jet fighters, Jeeps and Spam, 
penicillin, radar and long-range 
rockets. But only one could 
transfix man's mind like the atom 
bomb. 

Saburo Ienaga, a Japanese 
historian, has long battled to get 
the truth of Japan's war crimes 
into its textbooks. But the map of . 
this old man's mind leads him, 
too, toward Hiroshima. 

"We Japanese committed 
tremendous atrocities," Ienaga 
says. "But I would like Americans 
toireflect on the fact that they car
ried out indiscriminate bombing. 
And they dropped the atomic 
bomb." 

The horror of the Holocaust. The 
terror of atomic war. "Never 
again," never forget. 

"It is vital," said Richard von 
Weizsacker,. "to keep the memo
ries alive." 

The German president spoke in 
1985, on the 40th VE Day — before 
Yugoslavia and Rwanda, before 
"ethnic cleansing" and the rise of 
neo-Nazism, before Iraq reached 
for the bomb, before resurgent na
tionalism and fanatical faith 
rampaged ever more murderou
sly over the world. 

Now, 10 years later, are the 
memories dying? Are World War 
IPs lessons fading, like old battle 
ribbons, like the crumbling snap
shots of old heroes? 

What would the millions say — 
50 million? 60 million? — who lie 
at rest in places like Anzio, 
Bastogne and Stalingrad, beneath 
the sands of El Alamein and the 
waves of the North Atlantic, 
beneath the burial mound at 
Hiroshima, in the sunken hulks of 
Pearl Harbor, in the sacred soil of 
Auschwitz? 

Before she perished among the 
pines and birches of Bergen-
Belsen, one of the millions offered 
an answer, recording as she did 
her daily thoughts in one of the 
great cruel war's timeless testa
ments. 

"I can feel the suffering of mil-
. lions," young Anne Frank wrote in 
her hiding place; "and yet, if I look 
up into the heavens, I think that... 
this cruelty, too, will end." 

But will it? 

ESTABLISHED IN 1933 
Moved To The Present Location in 1938 As 

WOMBLE VENDING MACHINE 
COMPANY 

230 S.Tarboro St. • J,Q/I. Womble, Owner 
• itfiiTifri'iW'f -^-im m\ 

World War II by the numbers 

In 1944, We Became 

WW. FURNITURE & APPLIANCE CO., INC. 

months. Number who worked in 
noncombat, rear-echelon jobs: 
38.8 percent. 

Average base pay, enlisted per
sonnel: $71.33 per month. Of
ficers: $203.50 per month. 

We Salute All 
VETERANS 

ISooncg Sntiqutf 
& Heprobudto 

By The Associated Press 
World War II, by the numbers: 
Estimated number of deaths, 

worldwide: 53,477,000. Number of 
Soviet deaths, military and civil
ian: 22,320,000. Number of U.S. 
military deaths: 292,131. 

Jewish population, prior to the 
war, of Germany and the nations it 
conquered: 8,851,800. After the 
war: 2,917,900. 

Peak strength of major comba
tants: Soviet Union, 12.5 million; 
United States, 12,364,000; Ger
many and Austria, 10 million; 
Japan, 6,095,000; France, 5 mil
lion; China, 5 million; United 
Kingdom, 4,683,000; Italy, 4.5 mil
lion. 

Killed in action: 8.6 of every 
1,000 American servicemen. Dead 
of other causes: 3 in 1,000. Non-
mortal injuries: 17.7 in 1,000. 

American forces that were 
draftees: 61.2 percent. Prospec
tive soldiers rejected as physi
cally or mentally unfit: 35.8 per
cent. 

Average duration of service: 33 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

! W ^ k We Salute All Veterans Who* 
| I p l p a Have Served Our Country! 
* \ Strickland's Used Cars 
* \ Wilson & Bailey 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Hwy 301S. 
Wilson 

237-6365 

J.A.'Tirpo" Williams 

and 

J.M.Womble — 

Owners 

We've been issuing hunting & fishing licenses since 1950. In 1960, we started the DMV 
License Division - we served in that capacity for 29 years and eight months. We've also sold 
Glidden Paint for 35 years. We began issuing motor boat registrations in the early '70's. 

In 1995, We're Still 

W.W. FURNITURE & APPLIANCE CO., INC. 
> 

222-232 S.Tarboro St. 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

(Adding 4 Additional 
Buildings Since 1938) 

291 -1122 
J.M.Womble, Jr. 
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War correspondent broke news 
of German surrender too early 

Margaret and Fred Hettinger ride down Nash Street in a horse-drawn wagon after 
their wedding Jan. 24,1943. <photeeMit«y«m«-e>ePierce> 

Soldiers stationed in town 
end up calling Wilson home 

Thanks to the war, many people 
ended up making their homes in 
Wilson after peace was declared. 
Two couples'stories are told here. 

The service men of the U.S. 
Army Company A 30th Engineers, 
who called Wilson's National 
Guard Armory home during the 
early 1940s, needed a diversion in 
early 1943. 

They found it in the wedding of 
Margaret Pittman and Fred J. 
Hettinger Jan. 24,1943. 

A Buffalo, N.Y., native, Het
tinger was a corporal at the time 
of his wedding, and met his 
sweetheart while stationed in 
Wilson with Company A. 

After the couple's wedding at 
First United Methodist Church, 
his Army buddies loaded up the 
newlyweds in a horse-drawn 
wagon. 

"They got a ragged wagon and 
ragged horse," Mrs. Hettinger 
said. "You could count every bone 
in that horse." 

After leaving the church, Mrs. 
Hettinger still wearing the blue 
two-piece dress she was married 
in, the entourage headed down 
Green Street to the Hotel Cherry. 
"Then we drug Nash," Mrs. Het
tinger said, laughing at the mem
ory. 

To add insult to injury, the ser
vicemen had placed a hand-drawn 
sign on the side of the newlywed's 
getaway wagon that read, "It'll be 
gimme this, gimme that now." 

After the war ended, the Het-
tingers settled in Wilson as did 
many war brides and their Com
pany A grooms. 

"Quite a few of the boys married -

girls here," Mrs. Hettinger said. 
—Lisa Boykin Batts 

Lib Atkinson recalls that eve
ning in the spring of 1945 and says 
it happened this way; 

"The first lime I ever saw 
Slim," she said, "two MPs had 
him by the arm and I told my 
friends, 'Gosh, look at that tall 
Marine over there, I wonder what 
he's done.'" 

The only thing Slim (W.E. 
Atkinson) had done was not wear a 
tie with his military uniform for 
supper at Mrs. Herring's Boarding 
House, located at the corner of 
Pine and Nash streets where the 
BB&T towers now stand. 

Lib (Tedder at that time) was in 
nurse's school across the street at 
Carolina General Clinic and was 
on the porch with other nursing 
students. 

Slim was serving in the Marine 
Corps and was stationed in Wilson 
with a group of 22, men who per
formed their duties at what is now 
the Wilson Industrial Air Center. 
Not many people remember that 
the local airport was used for war 
purposes. But military planes 
practiced landing and taking off at 
the facility, and Slim's job there 
was as an aviation mechanic. 

Slim and the rest of the men 
stayed in private homes in Wilson 
and most of them ate at Mrs. Her
ring's each night. Following their 
job at the airport each day the 
men would ride a bus back into 
town to their residences. 

After eating at the boarding 
house that evening, Slim walked 
across the street with the other 
Marines to talk with the nursing 

Slim Atkinson in his 
uniform. 

students. He was introduced to Lib 
who was dating someone else at 
the time, although not seriously, 
according to her. 

"Someone said 'Let's switch 
dates' and I got Slim," she said. 

The two must have hit it off 
pretty well because they got mar
ried three months later on July 3, 
1945. They recently celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Slim got out of the service in Oc
tober 1945, and instead of return
ing to his home in DeRidder, La., 
he and Lib settled in Wilson.- He 
took a job with Export Leaf 
Tobacco Company and the couple 
has lived here ever since. 

—Keith Barnes 

By Robert D vorchak 
AP National Writer 

A simple bronze plaque on Cali
fornia's Monterey Peninsula says 
this of journalist Edward Ken
nedy: "He gave the world 24 hours 
more of happiness." 

Kennedy bestowed that gift in 
his role as war correspondent for 
The Associated Press, dictating 
the bulletin flashed 'round the 
world that Nazi Germany had ca
pitulated to the Allies in World 
WarH. 

The news — which bypassed 
military censors while politicians 
maneuvered to synchronize an of
ficial announcement — touched off 
riotous celebrations'in cities and 
villages weary of war. 

But it also came at great per
sonal cost. 

Kennedy was shorn of his 
credentials by an infuriated mili
tary, and many of his media 
brethren — beaten on the biggest 
story of the day — vilified him for 
an "unethical double-cross." 

Ultimately, it cost him his job, 
although he went on to become a 
newspaper editor in California. 

Still, before Kennedy died in 
1963, he said several times of his 
dispatch: "I have never regretted 
my decision. I'd do it again." 

On Sunday, May 6,1945, a pool of 
17 reporters — including Kennedy, 
the AP's Paris bureau chief — 
boarded a C-47 military plane 
bound for Reims, France. They 
were told they would witness the 
surrender, but that it must remain 
secret until announced by the 
Allied governments, according to 
Brig. Gen. Frank A. Allen Jr., 
public information officer for 
Supreme Headquarters, Allied 
Expeditionary Forces (SHAEF). 

The general exacted this oath 
from the correspondents: " I 
therefore pledge each and every 
one of you on your honor not to 
communicate the result of this 
conference or the fact of its 
existence until it is released by 
SHAEF." 

At 2:41 a.m. local time on Mon
day, May 7, two crestfallen Nazi 
warlords surrendered to repre
sentatives of the United States, 
Britain, France and the Soviet 
Union. 

Kennedy wrote his story, which 
was submitted to a censor and 
stamped for approval, needing 
only a military green light to hit 
the wires. But Washington then 
ordered the announcement held 
until 3 p.m. Tuesday — 36 hours 
away — at the request of Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin, who wanted 
to stage another signing in Berlin. 

Less than 12 hours after the sur
render, however, what was left of 
the Nazi government announced 
the surrender. As it turned out, the 
German radio broadcast was 
ordered by SHAEF, which wanted 
the word spread by any means 
possible so the killing would stop. 

"German men and women! The 
high command of the armed 

Journalist Edward Ken
nedy lost his credentials 
for breaking the news of 
peace. (APLaseiphoto) 

forces has today declared the un
conditional surrender of all 
fighting German troops," the an
nouncement began. *?$P 

It was monitored by the British 
Ministry of Information and im-
media te ly d i s t r i bu t ed for 
dissemination. The AP was among 
those who distributed it around the 
world. 

Believing the broadcast made 
further censorship meaningless, 
Kennedy pleaded with Lt. Col. 
Richard Merrick, the chief Amer
ican censor, to lift the embargo. 

" I told Merrick that since 
Supreme Headquarters had re
leased the news through the Ger
mans, I felt under no further 
obligation to observe the gag," 
Kennedy wrote later. He also told 
Merrick flatly: "I give you warn
ing now that I am going to send the 
story." 

"Do as you please," Merrick 
said, thinking Kennedy couldn't 
find an unsecured phone line to get 
the news out. 

But Kennedy knew of a usable 
phone — belonging, ironically, to 
Stars and Stripes, the armed 
forces newspaper. He dictated 
about 200 words to the AP's Lon
don office before the line went 
dead. 

Kennedy's bulletin was sent to 
1,300 U.S. newspapers, and news
papers and broadcasters around 
the globe. SHAEF even broadcast 
it through Europe in 20 languages 
over its radio stations. Censors, 
still refused to release the other 

stories, although reporters were 
permitted to quote from Ken
nedy's dispatch. 

When the official announcement 
by Truman, Churchill and Stalin 
came on May 8 — Victory in 
Europe Day—it was old news. 

With the armies at peace, how
ever, the media waged war. 

SHAEF suspended the AP's 
news operations in Europe, though 
the suspension was lifted 6 hours 
and 20 minutes later. It also 
disaccredited Kennedy and an
other AP correspondent who had 
helped with the phone connection. 

Fifty-four journalists — most of 
whom worked for organizations 
that received AP service — then 
demanded Eisenhower reimpose 
the blackout on AP. They wrote 
they had "suffered the most 
disgraceful, deliberate and 
unethical double-cross in the 
history of journalism." 

After a formal hearing 14 
months l a t e r , Eisenhower 
restored Kennedy's credentials. 
He wrote that the incident 
"created a considerable furor but 
in the outcome no real harm was 
done, except to other publica
tions." 

During the controversy, Robert 
McLean, publisher of the Phila
delphia Evening Bulletin and then 
leader of AP's board of directors, 
had-issued a statement censuring 
Kennedy and saying the AP "pro
foundly regrets" releasing an un
authorized news account. 

Kennedy's name never again 
appeared on an AP story. He felt 
he couldn't remain with the or
ganization, but Kent Cooper, AP's 
general manager, would not ac
cept his resignation or dismiss 
him. 

Refusing to apologize or take a 
transfer elsewhere, Kennedy said, 
"I considered my connection.with 
the AP ended." He remained on 
the payroll until Sept. 30, 1945, 
when a termination notice was 
placed in his personnel file. 

Kennedy joined the Santa Bar
bara, Calif., News-Press, and 
later became associate editor of 
The Monterey County Herald. 

In 1947, Editor & Publisher, the 
trade journal of the newspaper 
business, wrote this editorial: 

"Had we been in Kennedy's 
position we are inclined to believe 
we would have attempted to do 
just as he did. Kennedy's name 
has been cleared and we believe 
that his story will go down in the 
books as one of the great journal
istic beats in history." 

Back To School In Style 

JCPennev 
D O I N O 1 I Oi H T - J 

Parkwood Mall 
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SGT. GEORGE T. SHARP, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. T. P. Sharp of 
Bailey, entered the service 
December, 1942, and was sent 
overseas to France July, 1944. He 
was trained in infantry at Camp 
Clairborne, La., Camp Howze, 
Texas, and Fort Meade, MD. 

LUTHER R. JOHNSON, HA 
1/c, USNR, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Luther Johnson of Wilson County, 
entered the service September, 
1943, and was sent overseas 
August, 1944. He is in a hospital 
unit in the central Pacific. He was 
a student at Coon High School 
before entering the service. 

*m 
SGT. ALLISON K. LAMM, son 
of the late Mrs. Lottie Lamm, 
entered the service February, 1942, 
and is now stationed at Kearns, 
Utah. He received his training at 
Keesler Field, Miss., and Moore 
Field, Texas. He has received the 
Good Conduct Medal. He is 
married to Mrs. Annie Lee Lamm. 

S/SGT. WADE R. BROOKS, 
JR., son of Mrs. W. R. Brooks and 
the late Mr. Brooks of Wilson, 
entered the service Jan., 1941, and 
was sent overseas in Jan., 1944. 
Now somewhere in Europe he 
participated in the invasion of 
France. 

;W 

CPL. ALBERT D. BRADLEY, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Bradley 
of Wilson, entered the Army Air 
Corps August, 1942. He has been 
serving with the ground force in 
England. He was sent overseas 
May, 1943. He has received a 
citation for exceptionally 
meritorious conduct and 
outstanding maintenance of two 
Fortresses in his care and is also a. 
member of the famous Third 
Bombardment division which was 
cited by the President for its 
historic England-Africa shuttle 
bombing of a German Plane plant 
at Redenburg, Germany, last 
summer. He is married to the 
former Elizabeth Anderson and 
has one child. 
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WARREN M. BARNES, S 2/c, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. M. G. Barnes 
of Wilson County, entered the 
Navy June of 1944. 

1ST LT. IRA A. YELVERTON, 
U.S. Infantry, son of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Yelverton of Black 
Creek,, was the first white boy 
drafted from Wilson County into 
the army. He received his 
commission at Fort McLellan, 
Ala., and was sent overseas April, 
1943, to Africa. Then he was 
transferred to Sicily and finally to 
England and the invasion of 
France. He is now stationed in the 
French battle area. He has 
received the Bronze Star for 
meritorious work while in France. 

SGT. WILLIAM R. WHITE, 
son of Joe T. and the late Lula 
White of Wilson, entered the 
service October, 1941, and was 
sent overseas May, 1942. 

CAPT. H. W. ABBIT, JR. with 
the Infantry entered the service in 
1941 and went overseas in 
October, 1944. He is now in 
France and recently has been 
awarded the Silver Star for 
meritorious service. He is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Abbit of 
this city. 

PVT. WILEY F. LAMM, son of 
Mrs. Mattie Lamm of 1508 
Aycock Street, Wilson, left here 
with old Company M of the 
National Guard in 1940 and is now 
serving in England where he went 
in June, 1944. He has seen service 
in France and is in an English 
Hospital recuperating. He is 
married to Grace Lamm, and has 
one son, Jimmy. 

SGT. L. H. LAMM, JR., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Lamm, of 
Wilson, entered the service 
January, 1943. He is now 
stationed at Fort Bragg in the 
infantry. He has received the 
Good Conduct Medal. He is 
married to Mrs. Marjorie N. 
Lamm. 

• ^ 

S/SGT. HAL D. WALLACE, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Q. Wallace of 
310 N. Bynum Street Wilson, is in 
the Army Air Corps and entered 
the service in December, 1941, 
through enlistment. He was sent 
to Panama June, 1942. He has 
received the Good Conduct Medal 
and the Amerons badge. 
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Wilson worked, prayed on V-E Day 
This article was published May 

8,1945. 
Wilson took "V-E" Day in its 

stride today and kept right on 
working as asked by President 
Truman in his address this morn
ing. 

"Work, work and more work," 
were his words to the nation this 
morning. 

Unlike the day back in 1918 when 
the first world war ended, there 
was no noise this morning. No 
yell ing in the s t r e e t s . No 
celebrating. 

The war against Japan was not 
yet over. 

A sudden increase in "E" bond 
sales was noted today. 

Stores closed at 11 o'clock to 
allow workers to attend special 
"V-E" Day church services at the 
Methodist Church. The stores 
opened again early this afternoon. 

Service men, for whom the end 
of the war in Europe meant more 
than anyone else, probably, were 
also subdued. There was no yell
ing and celebrating at the USO or 
anywhere else where the few ser
vice men in town this morning 
might be. 

The general feeling was "It's all 
over. I'm thankful. Now let's get 
to work to end the Pacific 
fighting." v £ -

Though there was no official 
word from Raleigh to do so, the 
Rationing Board closed for the 
first time since the war started, on 
a week day, to allow the employ

ees there to go to church. All other 
county and city offices did the 
same thing. 

Greatest joy in town was in the 
homes of those who have sons, 
brothers and husbands in the 
European area. 

The day was gray and dull and 
rainy. Thus the flags were not out 
as they would have been other
wise. 

There will be church services at 
8 p.m. tonight in all churches. 

Mayor J.M. Fitzgerald could not 
be contacted immediately for 
comment. 

Farm Agent J.O. Anthony in his 
office at the courthouse talked of 
another Armistice day in Europe 
when "I was on my back in a hos
pital at Chaumont, France. I 
wished that day I could have put 
on my uniform. It was a big day. 
Of course I'm thankful. But we 
have a lot of work to do." 

At the office of Thomas H. 
Woodard, chairman of the War 
Price and Rationing Board since 
the war started, the chairman 
commented: 

"I feel a great humility. I am so 
happy that this thing is over over 
there. But we have Japan, you 
know. I wish to make an appeal to 
all people in the area to continue to 
uphold the rationing program and 
to see that all help to win the war 
in Japan." 

Chairman W.E. Barnes of the 
Wilson County War Finance 
Committee issued a short state
ment. 

"We are all truly thankful today 
that this war in Europe is over. 
But this is no time for celebration, 
or slackening up of the war effort. 
As President Truman said today, 
we must carry out 'work, work 
and more work.' The 7th War Loan 
is about to begin. It will start next 
Monday. I appeal to all citizens of 
the county and town to help finish 
the job up in Japan that our boys 
concluded today in Europe by 
buying more and more war 
bonds." 

Jeff Dildy, chairman of the 
Scrap Paper Drive, and Leo 
Johnson, chairman of tin can col
lections for the Salvage Collection 
Committee, both issued short 
statements today. Both pointed to 
the fact that there would be scrap 
paper and tin can drives on Sun
day and urged the citizens to be 
sure to put their scrap out on that 
day. They both said that "We are 
happy that the war is over but we 
must keep on." 

Chairman of the Wilson County 
Democratic Executive Committee 
W.D.P. Sharpe Jr., commented 
"I'm very happy today, but it's not 
the celebrating kind of happiness. 
Just thankful." 

"We have a lot to be thankful 
for," said K.R. Curtis, county su
perintendent of schools. "It is only 
my hope that we will finish the 
war in the Pacific quickly." 

Some of the local schools had 
thanksgiving services yesterday, 
but some had them today. The 

Charles L. Coon High School had 
services yesterday. 

As there was no radio in the city 
or county jail the prisoners knew 
nothing official of the end of the 
war until the jailers told them. 
There was the same comment in 
jail! 

"We are glad and thankful." 
Even colored elevator girls and 

men in buildings were of the same 
opinion: 

"We have a job to do still. We've 
got to beat Japan." 

No whistles blew this morning 
but the fire whistle. 

Between 9 and 9:30 this morning 
there was literary no one on the 
streets. All had ears glued to the 
radio to hear the speeches of 
President Truman and Prime 
Minister Churchill. 

There was much comment 
afterwards. Most of it added up to: 

"I had a feeling that I wished 
Roosevelt could have said those 
words, but I found out this morn
ing we have a bigger man in the 
White House than I thought. His 
speech was fine." 

The proclamation of Truman, 
setting aside Mother's Day as a 
day of prayer for the end of the 
war in Europe was lauded by 
Wilsonians. 

One group in the courthouse had 
planned to start a community sign 
in front of the courthouse on "V-
E" Day but after they heard the 
president 's speech they im
mediately changed their minds. 

A mannequin in downtown Wilson proclaimed 
"Peace." 

"V-E" Day, definitely, in the 
minds of Wilsonians was a day of 

(Photo courtesy of Rachel Bass) 

thanksgiving and not of celebra
tion and jubilation. 

The world had a hard time believing Holocaust real 
By Andrzej Stylinski 

Associated Press Writer 

WARSAW, Poland (AP) - The 
great Nazi secret —• the plan to kill 
all the Jews of Europe — was car
ried out before witnesses, using 
public transportation, official 
decrees and massive building pro
jects. 

The world was watching and 
listening, but unable to see or 
hear. 

Except for a Dec. 17, 1942, 
statement in which 11 Allied gov
ernments denounced the Nazis' 
"bestial policy of cold-blooded ex
termination" and promised to 
punish the criminals after the war, 
there was no reaction. 

The Western news media, filled 
with daily battlefront reports, was 
silent about what the Nazis were 
doing to the Jews. 

Not until the Allies began 
liberating the concentration 
camps and death factories in early 
1945, not until British, American 
and Russian soldiers saw walking 
skeletons and piles of corpses, did 
the public learn the unbelievable 
truth — 6 million Jews systema
tically slaughtered. 

As early as December 1941, 
when the Germans began killing 
Jews with exhaust fumes at 
Chelmno, the Jews in the Warsaw 
Ghetto did not believe reports of 
what was happening. 

"Nobody could imagine that you 
could take and kill all people from 
the Ghetto, men and women, 
adults and children, all able to 
work," said Marek Edelman, the 
last surviving commander of the 
1943 Warsaw Ghetto uprising. 
"The Germans needed free labor 

and the Jews were free labor.'' 
The Polish underground radioed 

dispatches to its London-based 
government about the Nazis liq
uidating the ghetto after July 22, 
1942, and sending 7,000 Jews a day 
to their death, but the expatriates 
did not believe it. 

A month later, Gerhart M. 
Riegner, a World Jewish Congress 
representative in Geneva, cabled 
his leaders in New York and Lon
don with details of the Nazi Final 
Solution he had received from a 
German industrialist. 

The World Jewish Congress 
leaders kept the information 
secret, Until they could gather 
more evidence. Thejr could not yet 
believe it. 

By then,.about 1 million Jews 
a l r e a d y had been k i l l e d . 
Auschwitz — to eventually claim 
1.5 million lives.— was still under 
development. It took another year 
before the four crematoria were 
completed and capable of burning 
8,000 bodies a day. 

In November 1942, a report 
reached the British Foreign Office 
from Jan Karski, a courier from 
the Polish resistance, who had 
sneaked into a death camp and 
twice into the Warsaw Ghetto to 
witness the mass killing and tor
ture. Then, he slipped through 
German lines and brought his 
story to London. 

Ignacy Schwarzbart, a repre
sentative of the exiled Polish gov-
ernment in London, sent a 
telegram to the World Jewish 
Congress in New York, based on 
Karski's eyewitness reports. 

"Jews in Poland almost com
pletely annihilated," Schwarzbart 

w r o t e . " B e l i e v e t h e 
unbelievable." 

Apparently it was Karski's 
report, and pressure from the 
Polish exiles, that led to the Allies' 
1942 statement condemning Ger
man crimes against the Jews. 

But in the months that followed, 
when Karski tried to tell his 
stories to Allied leaders, they. 
reacted with incredulity and 
silence. "Maybe they did not 
believe, maybe they thought I was 
exaggerating," he says today. 

Karski recalled telling U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Felix 
Frankfurter — one of America's 
most prominent Jews — about 
people dying in the streets, the 
expressionless faces of starving 
children, -the thousands herded 
into boxcars and sent to death 
camps. 

" W h e n I f i n i s h e d , Mr . 
Frankfurter said, 'Mr. Karski... I 
am unable to believe it.' " 

When he met with Anthony 
Eden, the British foreign secre
tary "interrupted me," and said a 
report on the Jews, smuggled by 
Karski, "has already reached us 
and the matter will take its proper 
course," Karski recalled. 

During an 80-minute conversa
tion with Franklin Roosevelt, the 
president asked: "What is hap
pening to the Jewish people in 
your country?" 

Karski said he told Roosevelt: 
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"More than 1.8 million Jews 
have been murdered in my coun
try. If there is no Allied interven
tion, whether through reprisals or 
other action ... the Jewish people 
of Poland will cease to exist." 

"Roosevelt did not show any 
feelings, did not make any com
ment," Karski said. "He told me 
to repeat in Poland that the Allies 
will win the war and that the crim
inals will be punished." 

The camps were never bombed, 
although the Auschwitz Museum 

displays - an aerial photograph, 
taken in April 1944 on a clear day, 
showing black smoke billowing 
from a building, and long lines of 
people going into it — and none 
coming out. 

Five decades later, at the age of 
82, Karski still wonders why there 
was no Allied action. The Jewish 
leaders in the Warsaw Ghetto who 
asked him to present their case 
"did not have much luck" in 
choosing him, Karski said. 

"I was just a courier from one of 

the many countries and of one of 
the many undergrounds," he said. 
"I did not have any leverage.'' 

Other officials told him that the 
Allies' strategy was to win the war 
as soon as possible, thereby saving 
Jews and others, and that the pri
ority was to help Russia defeat the 
Nazis on the eastern front. 

It was not until July 1944, when 
transports of Hungarian Jews 
started arriving at Auschwitz, that 
Jewish leaders demanded the gas 
chambers be bombed. H i 
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Eyewitness remembers 
the German surrender 

By The Associated Press 
An eyewitness account of the 

German surrender at Reims on 
May 7,1945, as recorded by Capt. 
Harry C. Butcher, an aide to Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, in his book 
" M y T h r e e Y e a r s w i t h 
Eisenhower": 

G e n e r a l J o d l , A d m i r a l 
Friedeburg, the two principals, 
arrived, escorted by General 
Strong and Brigadier Foord. Gen
eral Strong placed the documents 
for signature in front of General 
Smith, before whom I laid the 
solid-gold fountain pen. (He) 
spoke briefly to the Germans, 
which was Interpreted for them by 
Strong. It was merely that the 
surrender documents awaited 
signature. Were they ready and 
prepared to sign? Jodl indicated 
assent with a slight nod. I already 
had before him the gold-plated 
pen. Jodl had two documents to 
sign... 

Generals Smith, Susloparov, 
and Sevez then signed both docu
ments. At the conclusion of the 
signing, General Jodl stood at at
tention, addressed General Smith, 
and said, in English: 

"I want to say a word." 
Then he lapsed into German, 

later interpreted as: 
"General! With this signature 

the German people and German 
armed forces are, for better or 
worse, delivered into the victor's 
hands. In this war, which has 
lasted more than five years, both 
have achieved and suffered more 
than perhaps any other people in 
the world. In this hour I can only 
express the hope that the victor 
will treat them with generosity." 

The off icial t ime of the 
signature on the surrender docu
ment was 2:41 a.m. British Double 
Summer Time.... 

The delegates arose and the 
Germans were taken to the room 
assigned them and the remainder 
went to General Ike's office. He 

sternly asked the Germans if they 
fully understood the terms and 
whether they were prepared to 
execute them. This was inter
preted by General Strong. The an
swer was made in the affirmative; 
the Germans bowed stiffly and left 
the room. 

The photographers wanted 
more pictures. General Ike called 
all of us to surround him. Someone 
asked that he hold the fountain 
pens. He displayed them in a "V 
for Victory," the pictures were 
snapped, and congratulations said 
all around. 

But Ike's work wasn't finished. 
He still had to make a short • 
newsreel and radio recording. 
Taking the Air Chief Marshal with 
him to the war room, so both Allies 
would be shown together, General 
Ike spoke briefly "from the cuff." 
He had to make one retake when I 
butted in. He had used the word 
"armistice" and I was apprehen
sive that this term, which to me 
connoted all the laxity and un-
preparedness of the period be
tween the two wars, was a bad one 
to use. Growling and scowling at 
me, he substituted "surrender." 

Anyway, it wasn't an armistice; 
it was a complete and uncondi
tional surrender, and that's what 
we've been fighting for. 

From'time to time, we had joked 
as to the kind of heroic language 
that the Supreme Commander 
(Eisenhower) might use to tell the 
Combined Chiefs that the sur
render had been achieved: "We 
have met the enemy and they are 
ours" or "Don't give up the ship, 
we've just begun to fight." But the 
Supreme Commander dictated a 
cable to the Combined Chiefs 
simply: 

"The mission of this Allied force 
was fulfilled at 0241 local time, 
May 7,1945.". 

CPL. HARDY W. SKINNER, 
entered the service January 30, 
1943, and went overseas several 
months ago. His wife, the former 
Rebecca Howell, resides in 
Saratoga. 

ROBERT LOCUS, S 1/c, son of 
Luther and Eula Locus of Wilson, 
was inducted into the service 
February 1943, and was sent into 
overseas service March 1944, to 
New Guinea. 

MR. THOMAS LEE ALSTON, 
born Sept. 10, 1924, joined the 
Army 1942. He was in the 
Quartermaster Outfit 272, served 
Camp Vandon, Miss, Camp Shank, 
NY, went overseas to Liverpool, 
London, England, from there to 
France, came back to the States, 
from there to Germany, a sharp 
shooter - 2 battle stars, was 
discharged Jan. J947. From there 
he went to work at Cherry Point 
Marine Base where he worked for 
38 years. Now retired and resides 
in New Bern, NC. His mother, 
Mrs. Lona Alston Dunston of 
Wilson. He was married to the 
late Virginia Ellis of Stantonsburg, 
NC. He has four children, Mrs 
Clara Reid Alston Strickland, Mrs 
Cleo Alston Hill, Mrs. Vivian 
Alston McLaurin, and Mr. Tommy 
Alston. Father-the late Thomas 
Alston. 

PVT. FRANK D. FARMER, son 
of Mrs. Bessie S. Farmer of 
Wilson, entered the service in 
1943 and was stationed at Santa 
Ana, Cal. He is married to the 
former Ruth Boykin of Rock 
Ridge. 

P F C . C A K N E L L 
WILLIAMSON, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. M. L Wiliamson, has been in 
the service over IS months and 
was sent overseas to the South 
Pacific area in November, 1943. 

PVT. Alec Parker Flowers, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. H.F. Flowers of 
this city, was inducted into the 
service October, 1944 and is in the 
Infantry Heavy Weapons. He left 
from.Ft. Meade Md., this month . 
for overseas. 

JOHN H. BASS, JR., S 2/c, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Bass of 
Wilson, entered the Navy May, 
1944, and was trained at Camp 
Peary, Va., and is now serving 
somewhere in the Atlantic. 

W O R L D W A R I I 

The war in Europe and North 
As German dictator Adolf Hitler realized that Poland was not going to submit to 

his demands without a fight, he invaded on Sept. 1,1939, and thus began the war 
in Europe. Two days later Poland's allies, Britain and France, declared war on 
Germany. In a short time, several other countries were taken in the same way. 

Germany tried to bomb Britain into submission, but failed. By 1942, the world was 
engulfed in a war between the United States, Britain, the Soviet Union and dozens 

of Allied nations against Germany, Italy, Japan and other Axis countries. 

The Nazi 
Stuka bomber 

was used in the 
Polish campaign, 

which was a 
devastating demonstration 

of the effectiveness of Blitzkrieg, 
or swift, mechanized! mobile warfare. 

Causes of the war 
Economic problems were fundamental in sparking the war. Germany, Italy and 
Japan were hard-hit by the depression and looked for lands to conquer in order 
to get what they considered their share of the world's resources and markets. 
Problems left from World War I and the rise of dictators were also causes. 

Axis empire 
Nov. 1942 

Held by Germans • Neutral nations 

July 1,1943 

V-E Day 
After five years, eight months, and seven days, Germany unconditionally 
surrendered on May 7,1945. The Allies celebrated V-E (Victory in Europe) 
Day. Millions of civilians and military personnel died in the war and aerial bombing 
and street fighting devastated major cities. 
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1940 1941 
I 

1942 
I 

Germany 
invades 
Poland • 
Britain and 
France declare 
war on Ger
many • ' 
Russian troops 
invade Finland 

Theater 
of battle 
Attacks from all sides 
finally forced Germany 
to surrender in 1945. ̂  

Germany attacks 
Denmark, Norway, 
Belgium, 
Luxembourg and 
The Netherlands • 
Italy declares war 
on France and 
Britain • France 
surrenders 

Germany invades 
Greece and 
Yugoslavia • Axis 
forces invade 
Russia • Germany 
and Italy declare war 
on the U.S. and the 
U.S. declares war 
on them 

The U.S. declares war on 
Bulgaria, Hungary and 
Romania, who have sided 
with the Axis • The British 

•begin an offensive at El 
Alamein in Egypt • French 
resistance in North Africa 
ends.* • Russians 
counterattack at Stalingrad 

1943 

Axis re
sistance in 
Africa ends • 
Allies invade 
Sicily • Italy 
defeated; 
declares war 
on Germany 

1944 
I 

Russians break siege'of. 
Leningrad • Allies land at 
Normandy in France • First 
V-1 rocket falls on London • 
Allies land in southern France 
• Germans begin the Battle of 
the Bulge* Allies halt the 
German offensive jyu^f: 

1945 
T 

Russians drive 
into eastern 
Germany* 
Western allies 
advance from 
west * Germany 
surrenders 
May 7 

'The Germans installed a puppet government in southern (Vichy). 
France which controlled French troops in North Africa. 

Western front 
The Allies chose northern 
France to begin their main 
drive against Germany. After 
the Normandy invasion, Allied 
forces liberated Paris and 
battled eastward toward the. 
heart of Germany. 

Eastern front 
The battle line stretched 
2,000 miles. The Russian 
armies rolled toward Berlin 
from the east and 
reclaimed ground lost to 
the Germans. They 
knocked four Axis satellites 
-Romania, Bulgaria, 
Finland and Hungary-out 
of the war. Berlin fell to the 
Russians on May 2,1945. 
The Soviet Union bore the 
greatest losses, with at 
least 20 million military and 
civilian deaths. 

Extent of Axis territory 
in Nov. 1942 

% | ^ Extent of Axis territory 
on May 7,1945 

03330111 Axis nations 
(siding with Germany) 

Neutral nations 

Allied offensive 

Major battle 

North Africa 
Axis and Allied forces traded ground back and 
forth. A decisive British victory at El Alamein, 
Egypt, and their subsequent westward 
offensive led to the eventual surrender of the 
German and Italian forces. 

Jews killed 
\ Six million Jews were killed by the Nazis in death camps. 
Percentage of Jews surviving the war, selected nations. 

30% 
10% io% • • • 10% 25% 

i nations. 

Baltics Germany, Hungary Poland Netherlands Soviet 
Austria Union 

Number ki l led in thousands 
22ft 210 450 3,000 105 1,252 

Hf Peak strength of 
Jf armed forces during war 
Soviet Union 12,500,000 
United States 12,364,000 
Germany/Austria 10,000,000 
France 5,000,000 
Britain 4,683,000 
Italy 4,500,000 
Poland 1,000,000 
Belgium 800,000 

Canada 
Romania 
Netherlands 
Bulgaria 
Hungary 
Finland 
Greece 
Norway 

780,000 
600,000 
500,000 
450,000 
350,000 
250,000 
150,000 
25,000 

Profile of U.S. servicemen 
Volunteered: 38.8% (6,332,000) 
Average duration of service: 33 months 
Overseas service: 73% served overseas, with an average 
of 16.2 months abroad. 
Combat survivability (out of 1,000): 8.6 were killed In action, 
3 died from other causes, and 17.7 received nonmortal wounds. 
Noncombat.jobs: 38.8% of the enlisted personnel had rear 
echelon assignments. 
Average monthly bate pay: $71.33; officer: $203.50 

Sources: World Book Encyclopedia; National Geographic Society; Chronological Atlas of Work) War II; World War II Almanac, 1931 -1945 AP/Kari Gude 

Paul B. Bruffey P.O. 1/c, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. L.A. Bruffey, of 
Wilson, has been in the service 
three months in the Navy and is 
now stationed at San Diego, 
California. He is married and his 
wife and four children now live in 
Richmond, Va. 

• • • • • • • • • • • * • * • * • • * • * * * 

* THE WILSON DAILY TIMES * 
* World War II * 
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+is a special commemorative edition marking the+r 

PFC. HENRY SHEPARD, son of 
Celia B. Shepard, entered the 
service February 1943, and was 
sent overseas January 1944 and is 
now stationed in the French battle 
area. He trained at Camp Sibert, 
Ala. He is married to Ernestine L. 
Shepard. _ ^ ^ 

ARNOLD KERMIT OWENS, 
son of Alfred C. and Margaret C. 
Owens. PFC., 394 Inf., 99 Div., 
NC, 1945. In officer training 
when transported to Battle of the 
Bulge. Killed in action January 
15,1945 
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r̂; 50th Anniversary .of the end of World War II. 
•J X^^SlitarT5 ^ limited number of extra 
* \P5^"3^i ] copies will be available 
* \ ^ * ^ for 50t each beginning 

Thursday, August 3, 
at 

The Wilson 
Daily Times office 

on 
2001 
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Company A 
Therese Pierce submitted these 
photographs taken when her fa
ther, John Maclaga, was sta
tioned in Wilson at the National 
Guard Armory in 1942 with 
Company A 35th Engineers. 
Clockwise from top left are the 
armory as it appeared during 
the war years, the interior of the 
armory at a work station, a flag 
ceremony at the Service Men's 
Club, and the company mar
ching down Nash Street for a 
prayer service at the court
house. 

SGT. W. J. TAYLOR, JR., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Taylor, was in 
the Medical Corps of the Army. 
He entered the service January 
1943. He was a member of the 
86th Infantry Division. Having 
served in Europe until the war 
ended, he then served in the 
Philippines until March 11, 1946; 
when he was discharged at Fort 
Bragg, NC. He and his wife 
Elizabeth have a son, daughter, 
and a granddaughter. 

PFC BERRY J. HOWELL, Mrs. 
Hattie T. Howell, of Wilson, Rt. 4, 
has received word that her 
husband, PFC Berry J. Howell, 
was slightly wounded in action 
Feb. 23 in Germany. He is now in 
a hospital. He entered the service 
May 24, 1944, and went overseas 
November 1944, in the Infantry. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart 
for injuries received in Germany. 
His parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. H. 
Howell reside in Wilson, Rt. 4. 

l l i i i i ^ » f 
CPL. LAUDIS W. PERRY, son 
of Mrs. Leora Perry and the late 
Mr. Vinnie C. Perry of Sims, 
'entered the service October 1942, 
and was sent overseas March 
1944. He is now stationed in the 
Pacific. He is in the Signal Corps. 

PVT. HENRY H. JENKINS, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Jenkins of: 
Saratoga, entered the Army 
November, 1942, and received his 
training at Camp Reynolds, Pa., 
Swannanoa, NC. He was 
stationed at Camp Liyington, La. 
He has been awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal. Henry died June 
8,1982 in Wilson. j V 

SGT. CHARLES F. OWENS, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Owens, of Stantonsburg, entered 
the service in August 1942, and is 
now stationed with the Army Air 
Corps at Smyrna, Tenn. He is 
married to the former Hilda Jones 
of Nashville, Tenn., and they have 
four children, eight grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren. 

S/SGT. PDERPON BASS, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Bass of Black 
Creek, entered the service over a 
year and a half ago and was sent 
overseas October 1943. He is now 
stationed in the French Battle area. 
He received the Purple Heart, a 
Regimental Citation, EAMET 
Campaign Medal with four Bronze 
•Service Stars, two OLC HQ 38 
EH, and the combat Inf. Badge. 
He was. married to Margarine 
Ferrell and they had eight children. 

ROBERT WILLIE 
LAMM LAMM 

EDWARD BRUCE 
LAMM LAMM 

Your family is §o proud 
of all of you! 

Love, 
"Lil Sis" 

JAMES GARDNER, Seaman 1st 
Class, U.S. Navy, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Gardner, entered the 
service July, 1943. He is now 
stationed in England. 

CPL. LINWOOD H. SCOTT, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Elijah S. 
Scott, of Lucama, is now with the 
Quartermaster Corps on 
Guadalcanal. He entered the 
service September, 1942, and was 
sent overseas December, 1943. 

PVT. JOHNNIE LEE BARDIN, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Bardin of 
Black Creek, entered the service in 
May, 1944, and is now stationed in 
Louisiana. He is in the army 
engineers. 

H P ••" * 

littr 
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2ND LT. TOM W. BOWLING, 
soî  °f Mr. a n a Mrs. Thomas 
Bowling of Elm City, has been in 
the service for two years.. He is 
stationed at -Pecos, Texas. He is 
married to the former Ora Crisp, 
of Wilson. 

PVT. I. CARLYLE LAMM, 22, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lucian Lamm 
of Wilson, was killed in action in 
Africa, April 8, 1943. 

WILLIAM FARRIS MILLER, 
S-1ST CLASS, son of Mrs. 
Pauline M. Bass, 100E. Green St., 
entered the service Jan., 1943, and 
has been overseas three times. At 
present he is in the Atlantic, where 
he has been since July .of this year. ' 

PFC. J A R R E L L S. 
WILLIAMSON, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard F. Williamson of 
Sims, entered the service Sept., 
1943, and has his training at San 
Diego, Calif. He was sent 
overseas to Hawaii Jan., 1944. 

T. H. FERRELL, SC 3/c, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ferrell of 
Wilson, Rt. 2, entered the service 
November, 1942, and was 
stationed at Piney Point, MD. He 
is married and has one child. 

CPL. BILLY C. DILDA, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Dilda of 
Fountain, entered the service 
March, 1941, and was sent 
overseas in August, 1942. 

PVT. WILLIAM PITTMAN, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charlie 
Pittman, entered service 
November, 1940, and was 
stationed at Fort Warren, Wyo. 
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Wilson men recall day on beach at Normandy 
This article was first printed in 

the Daily Times June 4,1994. 

A piece of flesh which is part of 
man. 
Lying there on the red-stained 
sand. 
He had parents just like I or you. 
He was a soldier like us too. 
But he was fated; he died in the 
sand. 
From peaceful flowers to a half-
rotten man. 

-James Edward Evans 

By Lisa Boy kin Batts 
Daily Times Lifestyle Editor 

Bill Dilda still had the blush of 
boyhood in his cheeks when he 
enlisted in the Army at age 16. He 
had to convince his mother to sign 
a paper claiming he was two years 
older. 

"Oh man, I 
was going to be 
a hero," Dilda 
said. >He liked 
the glamorous 
tales of battle 
c i r c u l a t i n g 
t h r o u g h h i s 
neighborhood 
and wanted to 

Dilda be part of it all. 
Three years later, at age 19, he 

was greeted by artillery fire as he 
embarked from a landing craft 
and waded onto the shore of 
Omaha Beach early in the morn
ing on June 6. His mission: to 
remove mines from obstacles 
placed on the beach by German 
soldiers. The dream of glamour 
had already turned to a night
mare. 

Fifty years have passed since 
160,000 Allies servicemen crossed 
the English Channel to Normandy 
launching the largest amphibious 
assault in history — starting what 
would prove to be the beginning of 
the end of World War II. 

Before the day was over, 3,881 
U.S. servicemen were killed or 
wounded. And the soldiers who 
fought there haven't forgotten the 
carnage. 

"I never expected to see the day 
we'd come back and return to the 
United States," said Dilda, now 
mayor of Macclesfield. "I was 
scared to death; anyone who said 
they weren't afraid was lying. It 
was a horrible day all the way 
around." 

Combat engineers, Dilda and his 
comrades were attached to the 1st 
Army, 1st Division, 16th Infantry. 
Dilda said he had no idea what he 
was getting into when he was 
briefed the night before the inva
sion. %$m 

"We never expected to see what 
we did," he said. "There was so 
much confusion; things didn't go 
as planned." 

Ira Yelverton of Wilson concur
red, saying things didn't go as 
planned despite the days of dril
l i n g . Now 83, Y e l v e r t o n 
remembers running onto Omaha 
Beach, being fired on the whole 
time. 

Yelverton, who measures his 
years of service by the Christ-
mases he spent away from home, 
was in command of a recon
naissance unit and carried 20 men 
onto shore that day. For many, it 
was their first battle, but Yelver
ton had been in others, including 
invasion operations in North 
Africa and Sicily. 

"We were told to go straight up 
the beach; don't wander," he said. 
"It was go, go, go." 

A veteran of battle, he told the 
young men in his charge what to 
expect and what was expected of 
them. 

"I told 'em it was do or die," 
Yelverton said. "There's no turn
ing back. If you break your leg, 
we're still going." 

Years after he returned home, 
Yelverton, who was wounded at 
Hurtgen Forest, wrote a long, 
personal account of the day on 
Normandy, describing what he 
saw and how he felt. 

"The water was cold — up to our 
necks — and it was a hell of a long 
way to shore! The mortar shells 
were not as bad as they would 
have been bursting on land and 
shrapnel hitting you. Most of them 
exploded below water and caused 
waves to wash over us, and the 
machine bullets smacking the 
water made a loud plop! No sound 
at all when they hit human flesh. 
This was definitely a case of every 
man for himself," he wrote. 

Once Yelverton and' his unit 
reached the beach, they had to 
maneuver around barbed wire en
tanglements and the various 
obstacles placed on the Beach by 
the Germans to make the invasion 
more difficult. 

"After getting through the en
tanglements, there was an open 
stretch of sandy beach about 50 or 
75 yards wide before the low 
hills," he wrote. "This strip was 
already littered with dead and 
wounded from the plunging 
machine gun fire. I noticed to our 
right was a sort of lagoon at the 
base of a fairly steep slope. '^L] 

"I yelled and motioned for 
everyone to come that way. It 
seemed everyone was momen
tarily stunned by what was hap
pening on the sandy strip. I didn't 
look back to see how many were 
following, but I found later that 
many did. After running faster 
than I had ever run in my life, 
through an area with antip
ersonnel mines and a small ex
plosive device about 6 inches hi 
diameter with enough charge to 
blow off a leg when stepped upon 
... I, and most of the others, made 
it, but some didn't, to the boggy 
area." 

The boggy area turned out to be 
a sewage dump for the French 
village, nearby — a safer, but most 
undesirable stopping place. The 
men stayed there for awhile be
fore moving farther up the beach 

' and spending the night in a 
knocked-out gun emplacement 
holding the bodies of two German 
soldiers killed that day. 

James Edwards Evans Sr. did 
some writing too. 

A D-Day veteran, Evans, who 
lived in Wilson, took pencil in hand 
and composed a poem about the 
day on Normandy. Ah excerpt ap
pears above. His daughter, Mary 
Wallace, treasures the pages in 
his well-worn journal that tell the 
story of D-Day for him. 

Evans, who died 10 years ago, 
received the Purple Heart, silver 
and bronze stars and was also a 
PQW during his days in the infan
try, according to Ms. Wallace.. 

Watching documentaries about 
D-Day in recent weeks, Cliff 
Winstead has been reminded of 
things he's been trying to forget 
for 50 years. 

Winstead, 73, 
said it's hard 
f o r h i m t o 
r e m e m b e r 
much about the 
invasion, prob
ably because he 
d i d n ' t t a l k 
about it after 
returning from 

Winstead the war. 
But he remembers enough about 

the day he waded on shore at 
Omaha. 

Downtown Wilson 
Merchants 

Thank 
All%> 

WWII VETERANS 

WILSON 
Discover The Difference 

Ira Yelverton, who was on Omaha Beach on D-Day, 
holds a war commendation. 

"We were told to go in and shoot 
everything we could s e e , " 
Winstead said. "We fought, ran 
and crawled." 

Winstead, who operated Cliff's 
Drive-In in Wilson, remembers 
running behind tanks to keep from 
being killed and losing quite a few 
men from his company. In later 
days, as the troops advanced to 
French villages, he remembers 
the flowers handed out by children 
and the fresh French bread baked 
for the soldiers by grateful villag
ers. 

And he remembers being glad 
when it was all over and her could 
come back. 

"I tell you, you were glad to be 
home," he said. 

• • • 
Tom Primm had never been in 

battle when he landed on shore at 
Utah Beach on D-Day, and he was 
glad to get out of the landing craft 
as it approached the shore. 

" E v e r y o n e 
was seasick," 
he said. "-We 
w e r e r e a l l y 
relieved to get 
off that boat. Of 
course, when 
we got on the 
beach, we were 
ready to get 

Primm back on." 
But the first lieutenant had an 

important job to do that morning 
and carried it out well, according 
to the citation he received later. 

Primm was in charge of setting 
up communication lines on the 
Cotentin Peninsula that day to 
connect the assault elements who 
were coordinating attacks. 

The citation reads: "He would 
go forward, at great personal risk 
to himself, under artillery, mortar 
and machine gun fire, to help 
remove any obstacle that was im

peding the wire teams' work.'' 
His memories of the day include 

the bodies on the beach and in the 
water and of Gen. Teddy Roose
velt Jr., wearing a wool cap and 
walking with a cane, leading his 
troops over the wall. 

"He was a good, inspirational 
leader," Primm said. "He was a 
real blessing to the untried peo
ple." 

Once the war was over, Primm 
stayed in the service. After 22 
years, he worked another 12 with 
the government in the com
munications field. He's now with 
the American Red Cross, serving 
as volunteer disaster chairman for 
Wilson and Greene counties. 

He's hasn't visited the beaches 
of Normandy since the invasion 
but plans to do just that later on in 
the year. After Normandy, where 
he will look for his name in a war 
museum, he and his wife plan to 
travel across France and into 
Germany, retracing part of the 
march he made across Europe 50 
years ago. 

• • • 
The late Ray Glasco, who re

ceived a Purple Heart for injuries 
he sustained on D-Day, will be 
represented at the D-Day re-
enactment exercises at Normandy 
Monday. His grandson, Brett 
Talmadge Lewis, will be there. 

An airman on the fleet aircraft 
carrier USS George Washington, 
Lewis should have a good view of 
the beach his grandfather was on 
50 years ago as a frogman with the 
underwater demolition team — 
the original Navy SEALs. 

Glasco's mission that day, ac
cording to his daughter, Cheryl 
Fanton, was to secure the beach— 
checking and destroying coral 
reefs that might damage the ships 
coming ashore. 

Ms. Fanton said her father, who 
owned Westview Lanes in the 
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early 1970s and Carolina Screen 
Print, would have been a very 
proud man knowing his grandson 
was participating in the reenact-
ment. . 

President Clinton is scheduled 
to be on the USS George Washing
ton that day. 

• • • 
Tom Harris of Elm City said he 

though about going back to Nor
mandy for the big anniversary 
celebration, but instead, he will 
watch the ceremonies on his tele
vision set. 

Har r i s , 74, 
left Plymouth, 
England, on a 
r a d i o c o m 
munica t ions 
ship 50 years 

ylfc JL ago, headed for 
%m: ;| Normandy and 

• Utah Beach. A 
™"» ^ — ™ ™ top radio oper-

Harris a t o r with the 
60th Infantry Regiment of the 9th 
Infantry Division, Harris was at
tached to the 4th Infantry Division 
on the ship, which would take over 
communications if the 4th division 
headquarters ship was destroyed. 
The ship wasn't blown up, Harris 
said, and he landed on shore late 
in the afternoon on June 6 meeting 
light resistance. He waited on 
shore until his outfit came later. 

Harris said he knew something 
big was up that day because of the 
number of colonels and brigadier 
generals on the ship. 

' 'Nobody knew what the hell was 
going to happen that day," Harris 
'said. 

When he thinks back to that day 
half a century ago, Harris said he 
remembers how frightened he was 
as he climbed the rope walls to get 
in the landing craft which would 
take him to shore. 

"I was scared 1,000 times," he 
said. "I don't know which time I 
was more afraid." 

He also remembers cutting a 
piece from on the many silk 
parachutes on the shore left by the 
para-troopers for a souvenir of the 
day. 

"Can you imagine thinking 
you're going to bring home a 
parachute," he laughed. "I gave it 
to the first French girl I came 
across." 

Harris said he's proud of the 
time he served in the Army and 
glad the D-Day invasion is getting 

Vaughan 

so much attention. He enjoys 
reading and watching all he can 
about the 50th anniversary cele
bration. 
"I don't want to miss anything," 
he said. "There won't be much 
recognition of D-Day again I don't 
believe." 

• • • 
Joe Vaughan didn't make it to 

the Normandy coast on June 6, but 
he tried. 

The landing 
craft he was on 
hit a mine and 
started sinking 
about halfway 
a c r o s s t h e 
English Chan
nel. 

Vaughan said 
he and about 60 
o t h e r m e n 

stayed in the water for about 10 
hours that day. 

"Planes were going overhead 
like mad," said Vaughan, who was 
a battalion sergeant major. 

Finally, a ship picked up the 
men and carried them back to 
England where they received new 
equipment and British uniforms. 
The next day, they were sent right 
back. 

"When we got up with our unit, 
we thought they would be halfway 
to Paris," Vaughan said, "but 
they were only three miles in
land." 

The battalion's key mission on 
Normandy was to open the locks 
on the dam in order to drain the 
lowlands for the troops to pass. 

• • • 
The D-Day invasion was only 

the beginning of many more days 
of fighting for many of these men. 
Several saw other major battles, 
including the Battle of the Bulge. 

They've lived a whole lifetime 
since that day on the beach 50 
years ago — had careers, started 
families, sent their own children 
to battlefields, became grandpar
ents and retired. 

There's been plenty of time to 
reflect and remember those days 
in Europe and what they've ac
complished. 

They've heard about other bat
tles and wars since those days and 
know there will be many more to 
come. 

"Wars and rumors of wars," 
said Ira Yelverton. "Always has 
been and always will be, I sup
pose." 
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D-Day forces fought battle from land, sea, air 
This story was first published in 

the Daily Times June 4,1994. 

By Eddie Fitzgerald 
Dally Time* Staff Writer 

Staff Sgt. J. Carl Fulghum was 
strapped into the tailgun bubble of 
a "widow maker," crossing the 
English Channel at dawn, when he 
saw a sight that would stay with 
him for the rest of his life. 

About 8,000 
feet below in the 
gathering gray 
light, the larg
est invasion in 
military history 
w a s t a k i n g 
place off the 
coast of Nor
mandy, France. 

Fulghum . « s h i p s 
stretched out as far as the eye 
could see," he said. "You could 
see battleships lined up and troops 
going in." 

When a battleship fired a broad
side toward the coast, it looked 
like the whole ship exploded, he 
said. 

"You sort of couldn't realize 
people down there were getting 
killed," Fulghum said. 

The night before, on June 5, 
1944, Fulghum and the crews of 
the 556th Bomb Squadron, 387th 
Bomb Group of the 9th Air Force 
knew something out of the ordi
nary was occurring. As they flew 
in from a mission, they saw a lot of 
naval activity in the Thames 
River, he said. 

Later that night, maintenance 
crews for the B-26s stationed at 
Chipping Onger, north of London, 
came back to the barracks with 
the news: Black and white inva
sion strips were being painted on 
the wings and fuselage of the 
bombers. 

"We knew something was up," 
Fulghum said. 

The pilots and crews got a 3 a.m. 
wake-up call the next day. After 
breakfast, they gathered in the 
briefing room and saw the colonel 
pacing back and forth in front of 
large maps. 

"Well fellows, this is it," the 
colonel said. "This is what you 
came over here for." 

Paratroopers were already 
dropping into the Cherbourg 
Peninsula. The invasion of D-Day 
was on. 

"He (the colonel) told us the 
Germans could put up about 200 
a i rp lanes , " Fulghum said. 
"Everybody moaned. But he said 
'Don't worry. We'll have 2,000.' " 

Fulghum had never seen so 
many planes together in his life, or 
battleships, landing craft and 
troops as his plane, "Queen of the 
Grimlins," crossed the English' 
Channel on its way to bomb 
railroads in Madelaine, France. 

"After we crossed the beach and 
got farther inland, we could see 
where the paratroopers landed 
and some of the gliders that were 
used," he said. 

There was so much activity, 

D-Day 
The Al l ied landings in 
Normandy, June 6,1944 
On the eve of June 6,160,000 Allied 
soldiers assaulted a 50-mile stretch of 
the Normandy coast, launching a 
pivotal effort against the Axis forces. 
The Allied armada of 700 warships and 
2,700 support ships with 2,500 landing 
craft closed in on the beaches. In the' 
first six days, 326,000 men, 54,000 
vehicles and 104,000 tons of stores 
were landed. 
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that the Germans were initially 
caught off guard and the bombers 
ran into very little resistance, a 
little anti-aircraft flak, Fulghum 
said. 

"We just went along for the 
ride," he said. "There were so 
many aircraft over there ... For 
the most part their hands were 
full." 

After the mission was com
pleted, Fulghum and his crew flew 
back over Normandy and watched 
the invasion continuing as thou
sands of ships bombarded the 
coast and thousands of troops 
stormed the beaches. 

The 23-year-old tailgunner 
would fly one more mission on the 
day of the greatest invasion in 
military history, pulling for the 
men he could see from his bubble 
as he flew over the beaches. 

"I can say truthfully I was glad I 
was up there where I was and not 
down on the beaches," he said. 
"Those guys had it rough." 

• • • 
Fate Barnes, a 17-year-old 

seaman 1st Class, stood in the 
amphibious LST 134, packed with 
troops from the Army's 1st Divi
sion in the early hours of D-Day. 

"It was so loaded we couldn't 
even walk," Barnes said. 

As the huge ship, which was 
used for landing troops and tanks 
on the beach, eased out into the 
channel, Barnes, a seaman store
keeper, knew the big invasion was 
beginning. The night before, all 
the sailors and troops received a 
letter from the Supreme Allied 
Commander Dwight Eisenhower 
saying they were about "to em
bark upon the Great Crusade, 
toward which we have striven 
these many months." 

"The troops had been on the ship 

an extra 24 hours because of bad 
weather," Barnes said. "It was a 
madhouse." 

As dawn approached, he could 
see the sky, gray and overcast. 
The seas were high and chaotic. 

"We said 'Oh boy! This is it!' 
"Barnes said. "We were all natu
rally excited. We were also afraid. 
We knew most of us (sailors) 
would be coming back, and we 
knew the troops would only come 
back if they were wounded." 

The stormy seas took a toll on 
the troops who would be hitting the 
beaches. 

"The seas were really rough," 
he said. "There was a lot of 
seasick troops. I think they were 
ready to hit the beaches." 

During the channel crossing to 
Omaha Beach, Barnes said, ships 
rocked on the tumultuous, gray 
seas as far as the eye could see, 
about 5,000 vessels. 

"You'd see nothing but ships, 
ships, ships," he said. 

LST 134 came to within 10 miles 
off the coast before the 1st Army 
Division was transferred to 
smaller boats for the ride ashore. 
A boatswain from Chicago took 
the first troops ashore, Barnes 
said. When he came back to the 
LST his small boat was full of 
bullet holes and he had a gash on 
his forehead spilling blood. He told 
the sailors he almost got it that 
time, Barnes said. 

Battleships pulverized the coast 
with their big guns, and planes 
flew overhead toward German 
targets in France. 

Barnes, who was stationed on 
the fantail as part of the damage 
control party, said the sailors had 
to wait 10 hours before they could 
beach the LST and unload the 
tanks. In the evening they ap
proached the shore on a high tide, 
opened the big doors in the bow of 
the LST and started off-loading the 
ship. The sailors could look over 
the rails and see the dead and 
wounded in the water and on the 
beach. 

While they were off loading the 
tanks, the tide went out and left 
the ship high and dry, Barnes said. 
The only thing the men could do 
was wait until high tide returned. 

At about 11 p.m., a German 
airplane "came out of nowhere," 
Barnes said. "Nobody saw him 
until he was on top of us." 

Barnes said 50 years later he 
can still see the tailgunner straf
ing the ships. A bomb went off so 
close on the beach that the con
cussion blew the hatches out of the 
LST, he said. 

"We just waited and prayed," 
he said. 

Flares went off in the sky and 
bombs dropped as the ships lit up 
the gathering darkness with their 
mighty guns, he said. 

"I looked up at the sky and 
thought it looked like the State 
Fair magnified 100 t imes , " 
Barnes said. "...I don't see how 
anybody could survive it." 

But everyone on ship did sur
vive, and Barnes and his crew 

made nine trips across the chan
nel in the days after the invasion, 
ferrying tanks and equipment to 
Normandy and bringing out the 
wounded. 

• • • 
Abner Barfield was a 19-year-

old radio operator and gunner on a 
B-17 that was roaring over the 
channel toward France when he 
looked down at the coast and saw 
the multitude of ships on the 
choppy seas and troops par
ticipating in Operation Overload. 

Barfield, a 
1 staff sergeant 
with the 95th 
Bomber Group 
s t a t i oned in 
Eye, England, 
said he didn't 
know thai on 

I t h a t d a y 50 
years ago Allied 

Barfield fo rces were 
making the historic invasion until 
he saw it for himself. Weeks prior 
to D-Day the bomber group had 
flown missions into France and-
Germany as support for ground 
forces, softening up the enemy, 
and he thought it was just another 
bombing run, he said. 

"We knew there was going to be 
a D-Day sometime, but nobody 
knew when it would be," Barfield 
said. 

Early in the morning, when 
Barfield and his crew started their 
eight-hour mission, they made 
bombing runs on the beach before 
the first wave of troops invaded. 

"As far as you could see there 
were B-l7s and B-24s," he said. 

Some of the bombers did take 
flak, but as soon as they reached 
the coast they climbed to a safer 
altitude, Barfield said. He and his 
crew flew two missions safely and 
successfully that day. 

Weeks before D-Day the bomb
ing missions were "done at a hec
tic pace," Barfield said. Pilots and 
crews were waking at 2 a.m. to be 
briefed before taking to the skies. 

A week after the invasion, Bar-
field and some of his crew went to' 
Southampton, England, for;rest 
and recreation. The base'they 
went to once was home to thou
sands of troops prior toD*Day. But 
when they arrived after the inva
sion, it was an eerie ghost town, he 
said. i> 

• • • '^^ 
Hardy L. Owens was a 21-year-

old corporal with the 8th U.S. Air 
Force, 392nd Bomb Group in 
England when he heard the thun
der on D-Day. 

"The whole 
sky looked like 
it was filled 
with black birds 
from the north, 
east, south and 
west," Owens 
said. "I t was 
j u s t l i k e a 
cloud. In fact, it 

Owens got dark with 
planes going over that day." 

As a map puller for the morning 
briefings pilots and crews would 

get a squadron headquarters in 
Kingleinn, England, near London, 
Owens knew where the "black 
birds" were going. He knew some 
wouldn't be coming back. 

"I knew there was going to be a 
lot of lives lost," he said. "We 
could realize that (from looking at 
the maps of the massive inva
sion)." 

After Owens pulled for maps for 
the day's mission, he would carry 
them into the briefing room so the 
bomber crews could review them. 
Then he would go out onto the 
fields and help load bombs when 
he got off duty in the map room. 

A few days before D-Day and 
after the invasion began, passes 
for the men were canceled. Secu
rity was intense at the squadron 
headquarters, and no one was al
lowed in the map room except au
thorized personnel. 

The day before D-Day a briefing 
officer came into the map room 
and secretly told the men that the 
invasion would take place the next 
day. 

"He advised us what to do and 
what to say," Owens said. '"We 
knew how big it was when the 
planes took off. 

It was still dark when the pilots 
took off that morning. The mis
sions lasted all day, continuously, 
and it was dark again when many 
of the pilots finished flying their 
missions, Owens said. 

Several of the planes in the 
squadron didn't come back that 
day, he said, and one of the 
bombers crashed in a hay field 
near Owens' barracks. 

"I didn't believe they could get 
that many planes in the sky," he 
said. "I've never seen a sight like 
that before or since. That night 
after it quietened down I could still 
hear the thunder, the noise." 

But Owens said none of the men 
had any doubts that the invasion 
would be a success. 

"We were too strong to have any 
doubts that we would succeed in 
our mission," he said. 

• • • 
B.H. Brock was one of the many 

men who kept the invasion rolling 
by pouring supplies into the beach 
from LSTs. Brock was a 19-year-
old staff sergeant with the 862nd 
Ordinance Heavy Automobile 
Maintenance Battalion when he 
came ashore in Normandy four 
days after the initial invasion, or 
D-Day + 4. 

The LSTs would have to plow 
onto the beaches during high tide, 
and by the time the tanks and ar
mored vehicles were unloaded, 
the tide would go out and leave the 
ships stranded, he said. 

While the men waited for the 
tide to turn, they played a little 
psychological warfare to help 
boost the morale of green troops 
coming into the invasion. Brock 
said they would take a 10-ton 
wrecker off one of the LSTs and go 
into the countryside, which had 
already been secured by the D-
Day invasion. They would drag out 
crashed German planes, tanks 

and armored vehicles and pile 
them up beside the road, he said. 

"When the new guys arrived 
from stateside, they would see all 
that wreckage and say, 'Damn! 
We must be winning,' when really 
we were having a touch and go 
situation with it," Brock said. 

But when Brock and his outfit 
were stranded on the beach during 
his 10 or 12 trips across the chan
nel, he said they weren't worried. 

"We felt pretty secure because 
the Air Force was in the air night 
and day," he said. "There was 
plenty of air support." 

And Liberty ships off the coast 
would throw boxes of food over
board in waterproof boxes and let 
the tides carry them to the beach 
for the troops, he said. 

Most of the LSTs also had bar
rage balloons tied to the ships with 
steel cables so if a German plane 
tried to fly overhead and strafe or 
bomb the ships, they'd have to risk 
the steel cables ripping their 
wings off, Brock said. 

But even after D-Day + 6 it was 
no picnic, Brock said. Crossing the 
channel was treacherous because 
the Germans would put obstacles 
.and mines in the surf for the LSTs 
to strike. 

In August, the 862nd set up a 
base headquarters inland to repair 
damaged vehicles. 

The Allied forces had been 
building up a tremendous arsenal 

of armored vehicles for a year 
prior to the D-Day invasion, Brock 
said. In Tidesworth, England, a 
person could stand atop a Sher
man tank and see armored vehi
cles stretched to the horizon in ev
ery direction, Brock said. 

The men of the 862nd won the 
Presidential Unit Citation and the 
French Croix de Guerre, as well 
as other medals for their par
ticipation in the invasion. 

• • • 
George Mix said there were still 

things he could not talk about - the 
killing he saw after he arrived in 
France on D-Day + 3. 

Mix, only 19 at the time, said he 
was with the 6975 Infantry Service 
Battalion when it arrived on the 
beach of Normandy in an LST. 

"It was pretty quiet at that 
time," he said. "But there was 
plenty of activity." 

Bombers still flew overhead and 
LSTs were still ferrying equip
ment, tanks and armor to the 
coast from England to keep the 
invading allied forces well sup
plied, he said. 

For the rest of the campaign, 
Mix and his outfit stormed across 
France supplying troops with 
food, equipment, gasoline or 
whatever they needed, he said. 

. • • • 
Efforts were made to interview 

all of the D-Day veterans living in 
the Wilson area for these articles, 
but not all veterans could be con
tacted. 

iK&^^a! 

CPL. WRAY H. TOMLINSON 
is now stationed at Camp Carson, 
Colorado,' and has been in the 
service for 19 months. He.has 
been awarded the Sharpshooter's 
medal and trie Good Conduct 
medal. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Tomlinspn of Wilson, 
Rt. 3, and is married. His wife 
lives at 814 Briggs St. 

PVT. HENRY ANDERSON, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. K. Anderson 

-of 511 West Lee Street, Wilson, is 
. a mechanic1 in the Army Air 
Corps. He entered the service in 
July 1942, and is stationed in 
Dyersburg, Tenn. 

PFC. RALPH C. BARNES, who 
was reported as slightly wounded 
somewhere in Belgium, Jan. 18, 
recovered in a hospital in England. 
He is the son of Mr. arid Mrs. R. F. 
Barnes of Route 3. Kenly, and his 
wife, the former Ethelene Lucas, 
and son live in Wilson. 

PFC. RALPH LEE DAH,, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Dail of 
Stantonsburg, entered the service 
November 1941, and was sent 
overseas September 1943. He is 
now stationed in England in a 
hospital suffering from shell 
shock. He was attached to 
General Patton's Third Army in 
France. 

T/SGT. SELBY B. PRIDGEN, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Pridgen, 
entered the Air Force of the Army 
as a waist gunner in July 1942. In 
June 1943, he was sent to England. 
He has been awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Air Medal with three Oak Leaf 

•Clusters and a Presidential 
Citation. 

SGT. ONNffi COCKRELL, JR., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. O. R. 
Cockrell, of 400 North Goldsboro 
Street, Wilson, entered the service 
July 1941, and was sent overseas 
in the Army Air Corps to Sardinia 
in June 1942. He trained in New 
Orleans. 

S/SGT. PAUL BATTS, JR., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Batts of 
Wilson, Rt. 3, entered the Army 
November 1940, and was sent 
overseas December 1943. He was 
sent to Italy and received the 
Purple Heart for wounds received 
in that theatre on April 6, 1944. 
He is now in a hospital in Italy. 
He is married to the former Willie 
Mae Thompson of Black Creek 
and has one child. 

CPL. JAMES E. PAGE has 
notified his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Buck Page, Macclesfield, Route 1, 
of his safe arrival in France. Cpl. 
Page entered the service in August 
1942, and received his basic 
training at Brooks Field, Texas. 
He left for overseas duty in 
February of this year. 

PVT. JESSE L. CARTER, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sid Carter, of 
Wilson, Rt. 3, entered the service 
January 1943, and ' was sent 
overseas to England, July 1944. 
He is in the iieW artillery. 

CPL. JESSE L. BARNES, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Barnes, of 
Wilson, Rt. 2, enlisted in the 
United States A*rmy June 12, 1940 
and. received his Field Artillery 
training at Fort Bragg, NC. He 
was then transferred to New York 
and in March 1942, he went 
overseas where he served seven 
months. He was then put in the 
AAC Coast Artillery in Boston 
and in March 1944,--was sent to 
England. He is now stationed in 
the French battle area and attached 
to the 9th Air Force. 

1ST. LT. THOMAS ATWOOD 
McCLEES, entered the service in 
the Spring of 1943 and went 
overseas in the Spring of 1944. 
He is the son of Dr. and Mrs. E. C. 
McClees of Elm City. McClees 
was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for "extraordinary 
achievement in aerial flight." The 
citation reads as follows: "On 
April 10, 1945, Lt. McClees 
during a bombing and strafing 
attack, distinguished himself by 
exceptional aerial skill and 
outstanding courage. After 
scoring direct hits in the target 
area, he made a low-level strafing 
attack upon rail equipment. 
Despite the fact that his aircraft 
sustained serious damage during 
the initial encounter, Lt. McClees 
vigorously pressed his attacks, 
inflicting additional damage upon 
the enemy. The steadfast devotion 
to duty and combat proficiency 
displayed by Lt. McClees reflect 
great credit upon himself and his 
organization." Besides the DFC, 
Lt. McClees wears the air medal 
with five clusters and the unit 
citation with cluster. He is now 
stationed with the 86th fighter 
group at Gros Grau, Germany. 
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Elm City veteran fought on the high seas 
By Eddie Fitzgerald 

Daily Times Staff Writer 

ELM CITY — He was just a 
country boy from Gardners 
Township who cropped tobacco 
and cut cord wood for curing barns 
at the age of 12. Then he took a trip 
to Wilmington as a teen-ager and 
saw the ships in the harbor and 
dreamed of adventures on the sea. 

Before William Bridgers turned 
26 his dream was more than real
ized. 

Bridgers had crossed the 
equator twice, was awarded the 
American Defense Bar with a 
bronze A, which stood for active 
combat — before Pearl Harbor 
and America's declaration of war 
against Germany and Japan; 
fought on the high seas in the 
European and Pacific theaters; 
helped evacuate refugees from 
Spain and and Morocco-; and 
fought Germans during the 
Spanish Civil War. 

When Bridgers signed up for the 
U.S. Navy in 1936, he became a 
17-year-old fireman on a "black 
gang" in the boiler room of a 
World War I-era destroyer. Three 
years later he was stationed in 
Villa, France, when the Germans 
started World War II. 

During the dark days at the be
ginning of the war in 1939, 
Bridgers* ship steamed to a point 
off the coast of Caldetas, Spain. 
Sailors on the American, English 
and French ships that were 
gathered off the coast saw Ger
man planes coming in toward 
Lisbon to help dictator Francisco 
Franco's rebel Nationalist Army 
beat the Loyalist forces, a civil 

war that had been ongoing for 
three years. The American war
ships got permission from the U.S. 
government to fire on the German 
planes, and did, Bridgers said. 
Many Spaniards and some Amer
icans were evacuated to Monte 
Carlo before Franco gained victo
ry. 

"My time in the Navy was up in 
1940," Bridgers said. "But I ex
tended for two years because I 
saw the war coming and knew we 
were going to get into it. If I would 
have gotten out they only would 
have called me back up when it 
started." 

Bridgers spent the next three 
years escorting convoys of ships 
filled with munitions and supplies 
from the United States to England, 
Ireland and Murmansk, Russia. 
He saw hundreds of merchant 
marine ships lost to the deadly 
torpedoes of the German 'sub
marines plying the north Atlantic 
trade routes. 

While deep in the boiler room, 
fine tuning his precious boilers on 
the old destroyer, Bridges could 
hear the depth charges exploding 
below the hull. A couple of times 
the 500 to 1,500 pounds of ex
plosives went off too soon and blew 
the rivets out of the iron plates in 
the boiler room, he said. 

"We thought the skipper was 
going to blow up the ship," he said. 
"That old destroyer didn't have 
any heat or air conditioner.. It was 
four or five times worse than the 
prison in Wilson." 

Before the war was over, 
Bridgers would end up on five 
ships in two oceans and rise from 

fireman third class to chief petty 
officer. 

But while the chase for sub
marines continued in the North 
Atlantic, he saw sights that still 
stand out as horrific memories 
more than 50 years later. Such as 
the night a German submarine 
sunk the Jacob Jones and only six 
or seven survivors were picked up 
from the 600-man crew. Or the 
time his convoy was steaming out 
of Londonderry, Ireland, "and a 
whole wolf pack (of German sub
marines) came after us," he said. 
His ship got credit that day for 
sinking four submarines after 
discharging more than 85 depth 
charges. 

"But the worst thing I think I 
ever saw was in Newfoundland," 
Bridgers said. "We had taken the 
ship in1 to clean the boilers and 
these English ships, about eight, 
were coming into the bay when the 
subs got them. There were so 
many dead they had to be stacked 
on top of each other in the boats, 
and blood was just pouring out of 
the back of the boats." 

Nearly every night during the 
escort trips through the North 
Atlantic the sailors were called to 
general quarters because of the 
many submarine sightings, 
Bridgers said. The sailors were 
spending as much as 11 months at 
sea. 

"You couldn't hardly walk when 
you did get to land," Bridgers 
said. 

By 1943, the United States and 
Allied forces had broken the back 
of the German submar ine 
squadron, and Bridgers was 

transferred to a U.S. Navy 
boiler-making facility in Behia, 
Brazil. On the way to South 
America, Bridgers got some leave 
time and came back to Wilson 
County-and married his high 
school sweetheart, Selma. 

The voyage introduced him to a 
Navy ritual of shellbacks and 
polly wogs that is carried out every 
time a warship crosses the 
equator. The sailors dress up in 
b i z a r r e cos tumes and the 
pollywogs, or sailors crossing the 
equator for the first-time, have to 
.do whatever is commanded from 
the veteran shellback voyagers, 
who usually have a costumed king 
and queen. The initiation can be 

• brutal, he said. 
In Brazil, far from the war, 

Bridgers said he found himself on 
a corrupt base where the com
mander had the men painting his 
house and stealing supplies for 
his own personal gain. After com
plaining to Washington, D.C., 
about the base, Bridgers was 
transferred to Baltimore, Md., to 
help commission a new Navy 
repair ship. 

After a three-week shakedown 
cruise, the ship, which was a 
floating naval yard capable of 
repairing warships at sea, slipped 
through the Panama Canal and 
without an escort went to Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, to pick up a 
floating dry dock and then steam
ed to the Philippines to aid the 
Pacific fleet. 

The war in Europe was ending 
when the crew reached the South 
Pacific. But the war with Japan 
was reaching its climax. In the 

On Luzon 
Photographs are part of most 
veterans keepsakes. John D. 
Shelton brought back this photo 
taken of Japanese officers com
ing out of the mountains of 
Luzon. 
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In Germany 
T h i s p h o t o g r a p h s h o w s 
Roderick Minshew taking a 
break from duty while stationed 
in Germany during the war. 
Minshew has quite a few photo
graphs in his collection. 
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summer months of 1945, the 
United States had about 4,000 ships 
in the Leyte Bay, Philippine Sea 
and South China Sea staged for an 
invasion of Japan. Bridgers was in 
Leyte Bay at the time, where 
hundreds of ships of all sizes and 
descriptions were waiting for 
orders to invade. 

"There's no telling how many of 
them we would have killed, or how 
many of us would have been 
killed," Bridgers said. "What 
people don't understand is that 
when they dropped the atom bomb 
that ended the war, it probably 
save more lives than it cost. We 
were told before the planned inva
sion to kill everybody." 

When Japan surrendered in 
August 1945, the fleet of ships in 
Leyte Bay set off starburst shells 
as a celebration, and the sailors 
shouted with joy, Bridgers said. A 
few of the more cagey crew mem
bers on his ship used a welding 
torch to cut a hole in a bulkhead 
where the beer was stored, com
mandeered the beer and then 

Will iam Br idgers 

welded the hole shut. 
Bridgers' long adventure was 

over. He had more combat points 
than anybody on his ship, in
cluding about twice as many as 
the ship's captain. He was sent 
back to California on one of the 
first homeward-bound ships and 
rode a train for five days back to 
Wilson and his waiting wife and 
daughter. 

Excerpts of MacArthur's speech 
By The Associated Press 

Excerpts from Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur's broadcast after the 
surrender: 

"Today the guns are silent. A 
great tragedy has ended. A great 
victory has been won. The skies no 
longer rain death — the seas bear 
only commerce — men every
where walk upright in the 
sunlight. The entire world is quiet
ly at peace. The-holy mission has 
been completed.... I speak for the 
thousands of silent lips, forever 
stilled among the jungles and the 

beaches and the deep waters of the 
Pacific.... 

"A new era is upon us. Even the 
lesson of victory itself brings with 
it profound concern, both for our 
future security, and the survival of 
civilization.... 

"To the Pacific basin has come 
the vista of a new emancipated 
world. Today, freedom is on the 
offensive, democracy is on the 
march. Today, in Asia as well as 
in Europe, unshackled peoples are 
tasting the full sweetness of liber
ty. ... 
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Barkley's Amoco Salutes & Remembers 
Five Brothers in Service 

October 20,1944 

HORACE BARKLEY 

iitlwS 

ROBERT BARKLEY. 

MILTON BARKLEY. 
Five sons of Mr. and Mrs. W. Z. Barkley 
of Elm City are in the armed forces. 
Pvt. Edward Barkley, who is now la 
France, entered the Army in March, 
1942. Ensign Henry Barkley is to the 
Pacific area. He entered the U. S. Naval 
Reserve in July, 1943, and received part 
of his training at Chapel Hill. Pv t 
Horace Barkley entered the Army to 
March, 1944, and is now to France. Mo. 
MM 1/C Milton Barkley, who entered 
the Navy in April 1941, is serving to 
the Atlantic area. Robert Barkley 
entered the Navy in September, 1944, 
and is now taking boot training at 
Bainbridge, Md. 
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Father's memories 
live in sketches 

This article first ran in The 
Wilson Daily Times on Nov. 11, 
1990. Since that time, Mrs. Boyette 
has communicated with the artist 
and received sketches from him. 

By Beth Bass 
Daily Times Staff Writer 

BAILEY — Martha Poythress 
Boyette doesn't remember her fa
ther, World War II veteran Oliver 
Poythress, talking about his war 
experiences when he returned 
home in 1945 after serving a 
three-year Army stint in the 
Western Pacific and Rrdneland. 

And Mrs. Boyette probably 
would have let her father's war 
memories lie if she hadn't by 
chance seen a sketch of her 
deceased father on the CBS pro
gram "Sunday Morning" with 
Charles Kuralt two years ago. 

Poythress was one of five 
soldiers sketched by combat artist 
Howard Brodie for a 1957 issue of 
the military magazine Coronet. 
However, Mrs. Boyette, who was 
in fifth grade when the issue 
reached newsstands, said she 
doesn't remember thinking her 
father's picture appearing in the 
magazine was that significant. 

"I remember my teacher (T.C. 
May) being very excited," Mrs. 
Boyette recalled. "I guess when 
you're in the fifth grade, you don't 
think about things like pictures. 
You don't realize how important 
something like that will be to you 
later." 

Yet, later came in 1988 when 
Mrs. Boyette saw the sketches on 
television. "The segment was on 
Howard Brodie and showed some 
of his most treasured sketches," 
Mrs. Boyette said. "And one of the 
sketches was one that had been in 
the magazine. I kept asking 
myself, 'Why are they showing my 
daddy's picture,' it was a shock, 
after all these years to see a pic
ture I hadn't thought about in 

more than 30 years," she said. 
Hoping to find more information 

on the artist and perhaps to learn 
where he lived, Mrs. Boyette said 
she began calling the network only 
to learn Brodie resided in Califor
nia. And her efforts to pinpoint the 
artist's location continue today. 

"I would love to get in touch 
with h im," she said. "You 
wouldn't believe how it would be 
for me to actually talk with him." 

Since the sketch appeared on 
television, Mrs. Boyette has 
enlisted the help of the Wilson 
County Public Library and North 
Carolina State University. 

"I was able to get a copy of the 
Coronet articles and sketches, and 
the State Department also sent 
sketches from the Army Digest," 
she said. 

But two years later, Mrs. 
Boyette still faithfully searches to 
locate the artist responsible for 
the sketch of her Army medic fa
ther. 

In 1957, Mrs. Boyette, her 
mother, Estelle, sister Betty P. 
Oxendine and brothers, Bobby, 
Billy and William Poythress, re
ceived a copy of the Coronet issue 
that included the sketches and a 
brief story depicting the medic's 
rescue of an infant from a building 
about to be ambushed — one of 
numerous rescues that warranted 
him the Purple Heart, American 
Theater Campaign Medal and 
Bronze Service Stars. "But it just 
got lost over the years," said Mrs. 
Boyette who even called Mrs. May 
hoping her grammar school 
teacher, by coincidence, had a 
copy of that particular issue. 

Poythress' picture also ap
peared on a 1945 issue of Stars and 
Stripes during his tour of duty'. 
"That particular issue can't be 
found either," Mrs. Boyette said. 
"The magazine is on microfilm in 
a library in Washington, D.C., but 
as far as an actual copy, no one 

Wilson men remember 
experiences of WWII 

/ 

I 
%3 

Oliver Poythress was sketched by World War II artist 
Howard Brody, who sent this sketch to Poythress' 
daughter, Martha P. Boyette. 

can find one." 
"Daddy didn't talk about the 

war," his daughter remembered. 
"When you grow up on a farm, 
there isn't much time to be spent 
on talking about the past." 

But Mrs. Boyette and her family, 
would like to relive the past 
through Brodie, if at all possible. 
"I'm hoping I can one day get a 
letter to Mr. Brodie," she said, "or 

at least find someone who can." 
And Mrs. Boyette's ideal ending 

to the story of her father's military 
stint would be to view the actual 
sketches of the man she said died 
Oct. 25, 1980, "not as a war hero, 
but as a husband, daddy and 
granddaddy." 

And that is just as Oliver 
Poythress wanted it, she said. 

Laddie P . Bell 
This article originally was pub

lished in the Daily Times Aug. 10, 
1985. 

Laddie P. Bell didn't really 
count on being in the thick of 
combat during World War II. He 
was "regular Army," having 
enlisted in 1939 and eventually 
becoming a master sergeant with 
the 41st Engineers, a general ser
vice regiment that replaced 
bridges, built camps and lended 
support for U.S. troops. 

"I was with them when the Jap
anese struck Pearl Harbor," said 
Bell, a Virginia native who moved 
to Wilson a year after retiring 
from the military in 1960. "I don't 
really think any of the enlisted 
men were prepared for the all-out 
war that came as a result of this." 

These regiment members were 
the "fix-it'men" in northern 
Africa. They had sailed on a haz
a r d o u s , 99-day t r i p from 
Charleston, S.C., for Africa in May 
1942 and spent nine months in the 
Libyan desert before heading to 
Oran on the Algerian coast. Bell 
and his men weren't prepared, ei
ther, for their first meeting with 
war. 

"It was there that we came 
under the most severe bombing 
from the German army that I 
have ever witnessed," Bell said, 
adding that the regiment was 
camped on a bank 200 feet above a 
harbor. 

"I guess they were after the 
ships in this harbor," he said. "We 
were out there taking much of the 
flak." 

"We were told to dig foxholes as 
soon as we arrived in that area. 
But everybody was tired and we 
chose not to do it." 

"And let me tell you, that night 
we wish we had dug foxholes. 
They dropped flares and just 
pounded us with bombs. It was 
there that we learned the true 
meaning of war, our first en-
c o u n t e r w i t h t h e a c t u a l 
hostilities." 

On the first night, which 
preceded about three months of 
nightly attacks, Bell's regiment 
did not lose any men. Some were 
injured, but ditches, rocks and 
ravines provided enough cover for 
survival during all of the attacks. 
• "You can't realize what hostile 

fire is until you are exposed to it," 
Bell said. "But when that was 
over, it didn't dampen anybody's 
spirit. They went right on with 

• their job, more determined than 
ever." 

James E..Ellis II 

At age 17, James E. "Jim" Ellis 
II was spending the war's middle 
years in 'the Air Force Reserve 
after enlisting in April 1943. But he 
received his call to duty Dec. 10, 
1943, and little did he know what 
was on (he horizon. 

"Heretofore, all the people that 
were in the reserve that had been 
called had been given a week to 
report to whatever base they were 
going to," said Ellis, who Is now 
owner of Jim's 'Camera Center. 
"(My order) read to report to Fort 
Bragg on Dec. 1) and then report 
on Dec. 20 to Miami Beach for 
basic training. 

"I got it on Friday and I left on 
Monday morning (Dec. 13) and 
parked my car at the bus station 
and locked it up. I had about $2 in 
my pocket and went off to Fort 
Bragg. 

"When I got down there, after 
they had given us some tests and 
things, I asked the sergeant, 
'When am I going home?' 

"He said, 'Man, you just got 
here!' 

"I said/Yeah but...' 
"He said, 'You're in the Army 

now!' 
"I had misread my orders. I told 

my mama when T walked out the 
door that Monday morning 'I'll see 
you probably tonight or tomor
row.' 

"It was 19 months later before I 
saw her. The good thing about it 
was I didn't have to go through 
telling my mother goodbye." 

Local veterans tell about days spent in the military 
E.D. Winstead 
This article originally was pub

lished in the Daily Times Aug. 10, 
1985. 
I Ha was captured May 6,1942. In 
March 1945, E.D. Winstead re
turned from WWII to a hero's 
welcome in Wilson. He is believed 
to be the first Japanese prisoner of 
war to return to the city. 

The stories aren't all tragedy. 
He'll tell you with his quiet wit, 
about getting food in Nasugbu (a 
luxury for a man who once weigh
ed 95 pounds as a POW) or about 
taking a Japanese officer's pistol 
apart — piece by tiny piece. But 
there was also his capture and a 
subsequent march to the prison 
camp that stand out in his mind, 
too. 

He was captured when the Jap
anese took Corregidor in the 
Philippines in May 1942. The new 

prisoners of war were moved to 
the end of the island, where they 
stayed near an airplane hangar 
for about three weeks. 

Though it was early in what 
would be a long stay as a prisoner, 
Winstead had learned not to jump 
at every chance to escape. With 
his family in mind, he rejected one 
early opportunity. 

."During that time, some friends 
of mine approached me on an 
escape attempt," Winstead said. 
"I thought about it and weighed 
the odds. What it would have en
tailed would have been rafting 
across nine miles of Manila Bay 
still occupied by the Japanese. 

"And once you land,-where are 
you going? You have 2,000 miles of 
Japanese-held territory between 
you and Australia. One could not 
make that trip without depending 
on the Filipinos. And at that time, 

the Filipinos were not dependable. 
They would turn you in for very 
little money to the Japanese. 

"There were no heroics. This 
was strictly logic as I saw it at the 
time. I figured the only thing I 
could do for my wife and child was 
to live as long as I could and with 
faith enough in the U.S. govern
ment that my eventual date of 
death would be established at such 
a point to be to their advantage. I 
was still on the payroll and still 
accruing pay for the service." 

He rejected that attempt and 
paid the consequences of being a 
POW. He recalled the later march 
from Cabanatuan, a town north of 
Manila, to a prison camp about 12 
kilometers away. 

"It was a long walk with the 
condition people were in at the 
time," Winstead said. "I was in 

shape enough so the walk didn't 
really bother me. Many others, it 
did (causing them tq fall out from 
exhaustion). 

"There were rumors that the 
Japanese would pick them up and 
get rid of them or shoot them. At 
that point on that march, I knew of 
no such atrocities similiar to those 
which happened on the earlier 
march out of Bataan. If you fell 
out of that march, it was a one
way ticket. 

"But it wasn't that type of thing. 
To the best of my knowledge, peo
ple that fell out were picked up on 
trucks by the Japanese and deliv
ered to the camp. If there were 
atrocities, I did not witness 
those." 

Bobby Kirkland 
This article originally was pub

lished in the Daily Times Aug. 10, 
1985. 

- Saying that World War II, or any 
war, was a benefit to one's life 
might take a bit of explaining. But 
Robert E. "Bobby" Kirkland Jr. 
was willing to offer his explana
tion. 

Kirkland's experiences in the 
war were not best used until he. 
suffered a "very severe stroke" 
two years ago. .Thirty-nine years 
after he entered combat in the 
Philippine Islands, war ex-
perieces paid off. 

"I lay in that hospital for four 
weeks after that stroke," said 
Kirkland, who is president of 
Barnes Motor & Parts Co. on East 
Barnes Street. VWM one thing I 
really could not lose in my mind 
was my experience in the service. 

I could recall and I could recall." 
"It was amazing how much of 

the sendee that was just impacted 
in my mind and that I hadn't 
thought about for a long time. I 
realized then that if I worked hard 
enough, and (the war) had such an 
impact on me (that) I couldn't 
forget it, I could get myself going 
again. 

"I think the service, the experi
ence and what I kept recalling so 
much helped. It brought back a 
heck of a lot. Not all was good. The 
amazing thing was most of it was 
funny. Mostof i l v o u laugh about. 

"You're trying to recall. And 
after a stroke, it's awfully hard. 
My problem was getting things to 
come back. 

"Maybe there was some good 
that came out of it after 39 years." 

CPL. SELBY THORNE, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Thome, of 
Wilson, has been in the service of 
the army some four and a half 
years and has been overseas since 
June, 1944. He is married and has 
two children who reside in Wilson 
County. 

PFC. EDDIE PRICE, of Rt. 1, 
Lucama. Pictured here in France, 
1944, in his military police 
uniform. He served 17 months in 
Europe. After returning home, he 
married the former Edith 
Treadway of Wilson who worked 
at the Mother & Daughter Store. 
Eddie Price is the past commander 
of American Legion Post 13 of 

.Wilson and presently serves as 
president of the Wilson Patriotism 
Committee. -

CPL. CARL P. HINNANT, from 
Johnston. County entered the US 
Army in November of 1939. He 
was stationed at Fort Armstrong in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, at the time 
Pearl Harbor was bombed. After 
serving 5 1/2 years with an 
Automotive Service Company in 
an Ordinance Division, 'he was 
discharged in June of 1945. 

LEROY THOMAS, JR., an 
officer with the United States 
Merchant Marine, entered the 
service June, 1943. He has seen 
service in South America, 
England, Italy, Sicily, North 
Africa. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. E. Thomas of Wilson, Rt. 
4. % 

PFC. KENNETH T. PENDER, 
son of James and Lena Pender of 
Rt. 4, Wilson, served in Co. H. 
36th Army Inf. Regt. from 7-19-44 
to 5-2-46. He was a rifleman 
(745). His battles and campaigns 
included Ardennes, Rhineland, 
and central Europe. Decorations 
and Citations: Purple Heart 
Medal; EAME Service Medal with 
three Bronze Service Stars; Good 
Conduct Medal; WWII Victory 
Medal; GO 53 HQ 3rd ARMD 
DIV 29 Apr 45. Military QuaUfs. 
and date: COM INF; EXPERT 
30 CALRIFLE Ml. 

PVT. MARVIN WOODARD, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Woodard 
of 203 Gray Street, Wilson, 
entered the army March, 1944. 

SGT. JESSE L. EVANS, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Evans of 
Wilson, Rt. 3, entered the service 
May, 1942, and was sent overseas 
May, 1943, and has been serving 
overseas on a hospital plane with 
the Ferry Command. 

ALFRED LEMUEL "PEE 
WEE" OWENS, son of Alfred C. 
and Margaret C. Owens. 1st, 2nd, 
3rd Mar. Div., plus support of 6th 
Mar. Div. Active duty in Mar. Cor-
form 1940-1963 - Col USMC. 
Cpmbat duty at Guadalcanal, New 
Georgia, Bougainville, Guam, 
Okinawa, and Korea. Major 
decorations: Legion of Merit with 
Combat V, Bronze Star with 
Combat V, Army Letter of 
commendation. 

ISAAC LESTER BASS, born 
March 21, 1926, son of Jim and 
Flora Lee Bass, was drafted in 
WWII at the age of 18, sent to 
Germany and fought in the Battle 
of the Bulge. Upon returning he 
worked as a steam fitter at W. M. 
Wiggings Plumbing and Heating. 
He married the former Mildred 
Ruffin. 

PFC. CHARLES J. WATSON, 
son of T. Henry Watson and Mary 
Moore Watson of Elm City, 
Grandson of Dr. C. E. Moore. He 
served from June, 1944, to 
December, 1945. PFC. Watson 
was an Infantryman and served in 
various locations in Germany. 

RAYMOND C. BROWN, JR., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. 
Brown of Wilson, entered the 
service June 1943, and is now 
stationed at Camp Boston, Mass. 
He is married to the former 
Cordelia Powell of Texas, now 
living in Wilson. 

JOE C. MOORE, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon Moore and Etta Goff 
Moore of Stantonsburg. He served 
in Italy, North America, and Sicily 
and was wounded three times. He 
received three Purple Hearts and 
three Battle Stars. He is married 
to Hazel Taylor Moore and they 
have three children. 
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WWII Navy vet wanted to serve his country 
Thursday, August 3,1995 

This article first ran in The 
Wilson Daily Times Oct. 8,1984, as 
a Wilsonian feature. 

ByDebbiSykes 
Daily Times Staff Writer 

Buster Thigpen and frowns just 
don't agree. Somehow, he's 
emerged with bright spirits from 
life's every hardship. 

And he's seen a few. In the 
Navy, Thigpen served on two ships 
that sank during World War II. 

He heard the whiz of artillery 
shells as they exploded nearby. He 
helplessly watched as sharks ate 
comrades in the South Pacific. His 
body tensed from the terror day 
after day. 

But those are shining days in the 
mind of a former American 
Legion commander. "I wouldn't 
take another in the world for it," 
he said with a smile recently."'But 
I wouldn't go through it again for 
any amount of money in the 
world." 

Today, farming and family 
dominate Thigpen's days. But his 
war stories are never far from his 
thoughts. Dressed in work clothes 

and worn brogans recently, he 
turned the well-thumbed pages of 
a book about that war. 

Because he was so small, the 
17-year-old nearly missed the 
naval career he yearned for. At 5 
feet 4 inches tall, Thigpen barely 
met the minimum height re
quirement. His 113-pound frame 
was two pounds under the weight 
requirement. 

"You go home and gain two 
pounds of weight, and we'll take 
you," the recruiter told him one 
Friday. 

But Thigpen wanted to enlist 
with the friends he had met that 
day. Could he try again Monday? 

"You can't gain it between now 
and Monday," the recruiter told 
him. Little did he know the 
determination of a boy ready for 
adventure. 

Thigpen was tired of the poverty 
of Depression-era farming. 
"Things were tough," he said. 
"But I thought that was the life of 
a farmer, instead of the life of the 
times. I didn't want any part of 
it." 

So Thigpen and his father left 

the Saratoga farm the following 
Monday, stopping by Wilson to 
buy a quart of milk and three 
pounds.of bananas. When he 
stepped on the scales in Raleigh, 
Thigpen tipped the scales at IIS1/* 
pounds. He was a Navy man. 

Five years later when Thigpen 
was discharged, he stood 5 feet 10 
inches tall and weighed 155 
pounds. "That's why I say I liter
ally grew up in the Navy," he said 
with a laugh. 

. After weeks of training, the 
untested lad joined the maiden 
voyage of the U.S.S. Hornet. 
Thigpen was serving as an avia
tion mechanic on the ship when 
twin-engine B-25s took off from its 
deck to bomb the Japanese 
mainland. 

The strike was a success, but it 
made the Hornet a marked ship. 
The Japanese found the ship Oct 
16,1942, and bombarded it in the 
Battle of the Coral Sea. The 
Hornet was under fire for 15 hours 
when Thigpen abandoned ship. 

"We were dead in the water for 
four or five hours," Thigpen said. 
"The ship was on fire from one 

end to the other. We were listing so 
bad that we were afraid it was 
going to turn over. 

"It was very hectic," he said. 
"You didn't know whether it was 
the end. You've heard war is hell, 
and that is the nearest I can tell 
you." 

Approximately one third of the 
Hornet's 2,220-man crew survived 
the attack. The air strikes tore at 
the electrical wiring between the 
ship's flight and hangar decks. "It 
just electrocuted them by the 
hundreds, he said, shaking his 
head. 
' That was one of the several bat
tles Thigpen witnessed. At the end 
of his career, Thigpen walked 

. away with numerous awards and 
medals. But Thigpen never forgot 
the medal he lost during the Battle 
of Coral Sea. 

"I was the only person that had 
ever attended school for 11 years 
without missing a day," Thigpen 
said. So Saratoga High officials 
awarded the boy a perfect attend
ance pin at his graduation.. 

"When I joined the Navy» they 
wouldn't let you have any jewel
ry," he said, "but I snuck that on 

Conquering U.S. invaders arrived 
in Japan to humbled nation in '45 Jap 

By Arthur Allen 
Associated Press Writer 

Col. Cha r l e s Tench was 
decidedly goosey. Goosey because 
he was the first conqueror to step 
on Japanese soil in its 2,600 years 
of recorded history. 

As he alit from his C-47 at Atsugi 
Air Base outside Yokohama that 
Aug. 28, 1945, his fears seemed 
confirmed. A mob of shouting 
Japanese rushed toward him. 
Tench reached for the .45 on his 
hip. 

No need. It was a welcoming 
committee. Lt. Gen. Seize Arisue 
led Tench to a tent, where he of
fered him some orange punch, 
drinking some first himself to 
show it wasn't poisoned. 

So began, in peace, the U.S. in
vasion of Japan, a battle it had 
been feared would cost the lives of 
millions, American and Japanese. 

Two days later, the man who 
would have commanded that in
vasion, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, 
arrived in a "rubbery landing" of 
his C-54 called Bataan, named for 
the site of his humiliating defeat at 
the onset of World War II. 

Now, having fought his way 
back through the broiling jungles 
of New Guinea to the Philippines, 
MacArthur had arrived trium
phantly on his last island. 

Atsugi's hangars still held the 
remains of some of Japan's 5,000 
kamikaze planes, which could 
have made the twin invasions of 
Operation Downfall dwarf the 
costliest battles of the already 
bloody Pacific war. 

M a c A r t h u r d r o v e i n t o 
Yokohama and his headquarters 
at the New Grand Hotel. His staff 
was mystified why the 30,000 Jap
anese soldiers lining the route 
turned their backs. It was a sign of 
respect, they were told, usually 
reserved only for Japan's god-
king, Emperor Hirohito. 

Two hours before Tench "ar
rived, three U.S. Navy fighters 
had dropped a tube on Atsugi. 
Thinking it might be a bomb, 
soldiers cautiously carried it to 
Arisue. It contained a banner say
ing "Welcome U.S. Army (signed) 
U.S. Navy." Diplomatically, 
Arisue kept it hidden. *, 

Gradually, the massed units of 
the triumphant U.S. Navy slid into 
Tokyo Bay and anchored. 

In the wardroom of one of them, 
the battleship Missouri, hung a 
memento from an earlier U.S. 
fleet. It was the old flag Com
modore Matthew Perry had flown 
in 1853 when his flotilla of four 
black-painted warships entered 
that same bay, a visit that shocked 
feudal Japan into the modern 
world and convinced the Japanese 
that arming was the only way to 
fend off being overwhelmed by 
this strange culture beyond the 
sea. 

"Big Mo," named for President 
Harry S. Truman's native state, 
was to be the site of the surrender 
ceremony ending World War II on 
Sept. 2. She had been christened 
by Truman's daughter, Margaret. 

Several abortive efforts by 
diehard factions of the military to 
continue the fighting despite the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bomb
ings in August had been quelled by 
the Japanese government. Sev
eral leaders committed face-
saving suicide rather than endure 
the shame of defeat. None wanted 

to be party to signing the sur
render. 

Navy Chief of Staff Adm. Soemu 
Toyoda ordered his operation of
ficer, Rear Adm. Sadatoshi 
Tomioka, to go in his place. "You 
lost the war, so you go," he 
demanded. Tomioka planned to 
kill himself during the signing. 

New Foreign Minister Mamoru 
Shigemitsu was chosen to lead the 
delegation. The military among 
them were taught how to salute. 
The civilians were instructed to 
doff their top hats and bow. All 
were told to "keep a nonchalant 
face." 

Adm. Chester A. Nimitz, overall 
commander of the Pacific Navy — 
which had often been oceans apart 
lit 'erally, f igurat ively and 
strategically from MacArthur's 
Army — was not going to attend. 
He relented when told the cere
mony would be on a Navy war
ship. 

Bringing the war full circle, 
besides MacArthur, were two 
gaunt survivors of the early days, 
when the Japanese had run amok 
in unbroken victories. One was Lt. 
Gen. Arthur P e r c i v a l , ig
nominious s u r r e n d e r e r of 
Singapore. The other was Maj. 
Gen. Jonathan Wainwright, left 
behind to surrender Bataan after 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
ordered MacArthur evacuated. 

Flown in from a prison camp in 
Manchuria, his hair now snow 
white, his uniform hanging 
skeletally and walking with a 
cane, Wainwright embraced his 

old commander near tears. 
"General," was all he could 

choke out. (Unmentioned was 
MacArthur's turning down a 
Medal of Honor for Wainwright 
after Bataan, the largest sur
render in U.S. history.) 

In triumph, the Japanese had 
been brutal, often murderous. 
They had slaughtered as many as 
250,000 in the Rape of Nanking in 
China after its capture in 1937. As 
many as 20 million Chinese had 
died in the war with Japan. 

Japan's supposed war of libera
tion of. the colonial lands of 
Southeast Asia had actually im
posed a harsher domination and 
exploitation. So the conduct of the 
newly landed GIs was distinctly a 
puzzlement. 

Rear Adm. Yoshio Kodama had 
expected "unbearably dark 
events." Instead, the Americans 
were handing out candy and chew
ing gum to Japanese children. 
Some Americans descended on a 
brothel and told the personnel to 
put their kimonos in a pile. Then, 
they left with them as souvenirs, 
also leaving the girls unpatroniz-
ed. 

But it was the shame of it all 
that hung over the Japanese sur
render delegation as a U.S. 
des t royer came a longside 
Missouri. From Big Mo's mast 
flew the flag that was over the 
Capitol in Washington on Pearl 
Harbor Day. 

Toshikazu Kase, educated at 
Amherst and Harvard, was 
Shigemitsu's secretary. 

"Never have I realized that the 
glance of glaring eyes could hurt 
so much," he said. "We waited ... 
standing in the public gaze like 
penitent boys awaiting the dread
ed schoolmaster." 

Shigemitsu, who had lost a'leg 
years before in an assassination 
attempt, limped forward hesi
tantly. Adm. William "Bull" 
Halsey wanted to slap him for 
stalling, but the foreign minister 
simply didn't know what to do. 

He was directed to the sur
render table, covered with a cof
fee-stained green felt. He signed. 
So did MacArthur, using five pens. 
Then came representatives of 
Great Britain, China, France, 
Canada , the Ne the r l ands , 
Australia and New Zealand. 

MacArthur, not averse to self-
glorification (although he had 
landed at Atsugi puffing on his 
trademark corncob pipe), wore an 
open shirt bare of any medals or 
ribbons. He spoke with'the lenien
cy that was to mark his future 
administration as viceroy of a 
conquered Japan: 

"It is my earnest hope, indeed 
the hope of all mankind, that from 
this solemn occasion a better 
world shall emerge ... a world 
dedicated to the dignity of man 
and the fulfillment of his most 
cherished wish for freedom,' tol
erance and justice.'' 

because I thought so much about 
it." 

Thigpen misses the medal but is 
only grateful he survived the bat
tle. "I always said I had two 
birthdays," he said, laughing. 
"Jan. 16th is my natural birthday. 
But when Oct. 26th comes around, 
I celebrate that one, too." 

Less than two years later, how
ever, Thigpen found himself 
floating in the ocean again. He 
was aboard a troop transport ship 
June 4, 1944, when bad weather 
kept it from entering San Fran
cisco Bay. 

The following morning at reveil
le, "I put my feet off the bed and 
had my pants in my hand," 
Thigpen said. "The next thing I 
knew, I was in the water," he said, 
laughing. 

The ship had struck an under
ground rock island and sank in two 
minutes and 12 seconds. 

Thigpen continued his Navy ca
reer for a while after the war but 
left when he received orders for 
China. "If it was Europe or any
where else but the South Pacific, I 
would have gone," he said. 

So Thigpen and his wife, 
Margaret, moved to Saratoga and 
bought a general store in 1947. 
Over the years, he's operated the 
s t o r e , worked in C l a r k ' s 
Warehouse and farmed. 

"He's just a good solid farmer, 
businessman and public servant," 
said Amos Cherry, his good friend 
in (he American Legion. "He's 
just the type of fellow who's going 
to do his share or more in what
ever is to be done." 

"He's a nice, straightforward 
man," said long-time friend Clif
ton Tomlinson. "He's done real 

EX. Thigpen 

good with his farm operations." 
Tomlinson also praised Thigpen's 
service with the Wilson County 
Agricultural Stabilization Con
servation Service. 

"He has a versatility of skill, 
knowledge and ability," Cherry 
said of Thigpen. "He's a nut that 
fits various sizes of bolts." 

Today, Thigpen and his son, 
Eddie, raise 225 acres of corn, 50 
acres of soybeans, 40 acres of 
tobacco, and 46 head of beef cattle. 
But this year's will be his last 
crop, Thigpen says, puffing on a 
cigarette. 

In retirement, Thigpen hopes to 
find out about the vacations other 
people talk about. He also plans to 
hunt, fish and spend time with the 
grandchildren he dotes on. 

For Thigpen, an only child, file 
family bond is strong. "I've tried 
to teach these boys some," 
Thigpen said, looking at grandson 
Jeff, who knows his war stories by 
heart. "I hope they'll learn these 
values of life I got out of it." 

Alvin R. Bissette 

Alvin R. Bissette's 
Service Record 

During WWII & 
The Vietnam | 

Conflict 
Alvin R. Bissette entered the Army March 5, 

1944 at Fort Bragg. For 16 weeks he was at 
Camp Croft, SC for basic training. 

Following basic training he took leave and 
then was sent to Liverpool, England in 
November of 1944. He was assigned to CO.K 
414th Inf. Div. on front lines on December 11, 
1944 in Acchen, Germany. On December 13, 
1944 he was wounded in action and 

He was then assigned to a Wilson area active 
reserve unit until he re-entered the service on 
March 5th, 1957 and joined Army Air 
Defense System in Fort Monroe, VA, from 
there he went to Anchorage, AK in 1963 when 
the earthquake hit there. In November of 1967 
he was appointed warrant-officer as 
equipment maintenance officer. In 1969 and 
1972 he was sent to Vietnam. 

He retired from the service on December 31, transferred to Army Hospital in Paris until I 
February 10,1945 when he was assigned to ,1974 at Key West, FL. 
Patton's 3rd Armored Tanks in a spearhead Honors received while in service included the 
on the way to Berlin to help liberate the ,'. Purple Heart, two Battle Campaign Stars in 
Modoc Death Camp. They met Russians on ' Germany, two Battle Campaign Stars in 
Roar River and in Berlin on May 8, 1945. 
Afterwards he was assigned with occupational 
forces In Bremen, Germany until June 1946 
when he was discharged at Fort Bragg. 

Vietnam, Bronze Star with 4 Oak Leaf 
Clusters, World War H Victory Medal and 
ETO - Occupational Forces Medal. 

Serving Wilson Since 1898 

PLW00DARD& COMPANY 
243-2045 I 

108-110 E. BARNES ST. 

CANNING 
SUPPLIES 

Canners 
Jars 
Freezer 
Bags 

WILSON, N.C. 

10 GALLON 
WATER COOLER 

Rubbermaid 

$4595 
Reg $49.95 

GARDEN DUST 
5 Lb. A n d 25 Lb. Bag 

•10% Sevin 
•5% Sevin 
•Dipel 

•Malathion 
•Sevin and Malathion 
•Sevin and Dipel 

Pine Bark Nuggets, Mulch Or Mini Nuggets - Your Choice 

$099 
£m 3 Cu. Ft. Bag 

PLETE LINE OF SNAPPER &''LAWNB0Y MOW 
STIHL Cha in Saws & Tr immers 
ROBIN TRIMMERS AND LEAF BLOWERS 

Sales and Service . 

"Where Freemen Shall Stand... // 
THERE SHALL YOU STAND, ALSO; FOR YOU ARE AN 
AMERICAN. YOU WERE A PART OF LEXINGTON AND 
CONCORD...OF GETTYSBURG...AND SAN JUAN HILL. 
YOU WERE THE MEN AT PEARL HARBOR...FIGHTING 
WITH GENERAL MacARTHUR IN BATAAN...ANOTHER 
BIG VICTORY TODAY, HITLER AND 
HIS GANG DEFEATED...NOW, WE'RE 
ON THE ROAD TO FINAL VICTORY! 
(THIS SAME AD RAN 50 YEARS AGO) 

It Was True Then And Is True Today... 
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Vet received three Purple Hearts 
By Traci Davis 
Daily Times Intern 

July 16,1944, is a day Joe Moore 
will never forget. 

In fact, it was a day that he knew 
would come. 

On that particular July evening 
during World War II, Moore and 
about 200 other soldiers in the 
Army's 91st Infantry division were 
following their lieutenant's orders 
when they walked into the middle 
of a battalion of Germans near the 
Arno River in Italy. 

"We camped at Kings Hunting 
Ground in Naples, and had fought 
our way up to Rome," Moore said. 
"We were ordered to go 100 yards 
in front of the river, and dig in and 
hold, but we went 100 yards 
beyond," he said. 

When they reached that point, 
the Germans started firing. Moore 

said he had a feeling the shots 
were coming for him. 

He was hit three different times, 
making 17 holes in his body. Moore 
received seven wounds in his right 
arm alone. 

"I could hear the shots, and 
knew they were.coming for me 
that day," he said. "But God just 
talks to you in some way or an
other, and I knew that I wasn't 
going to get killed." 

The first hit went through his 
helmet into his cheek. His front 
teeth were shattered and part of 
his nose was destroyed. The sec
ond hit came to his right shoulder, 
and the third hit his back, left leg 
and foot. 

Moore was paralyzed from the 
waist down. 

"I can remember all I heard on 

the battlefield was praying, not 
cursing like you see in war movies 
today." he said. "But when you 
have bullets shooting all over your 
head, it's time to pray." 

He lay in the ditch for almost six 
hours before three Italian girls 
rescued him. 

"They took me into their home, 
cleansed my wounds, bathed me 
and stayed with me all night," 
Moore said. "Those girls treated 
me so nice, r was really fortu
nate." 

The next day he was taken to a 
field hospital outside of Rome, 
where he spent seven weeks. 

The doctor there wanted to 
remove his right arm, but a nurse 
was determined to save it, he said. 

"She put hot compresses on it to 
get the. poison out. Pretty soon the 
feeling began to come back," 

Moore said. 
After almost two months, he 

was flown to Lawson General 
Hospital in Atlanta, Ga., for 
emergency surgery. 

After five months, he regained 
the use of his legs. 

Moore received three Purple 
Hearts for the three wounds he re
ceived him in Rome. 

He still has some scars but says 
he has no regrets for fighting in 
the war. 

"Serving in the Army taught me 
a lot," he said. "I wouldn't take 
.anything in the-world for the ex
periences I had and was proud to 
serve my country." 

Moore served as a sergeant for • 
the U.S. Army for three years. He 
was circulation manager for The 
Wilson Daily Times from 1947-51. 

War's end closed internment 
camps, but prejudice lingered 

Joe Moore holds his framed medals. 

SEATTLE (AP) — While victorious World War H 
troops got homecoming parades, a far different wel
come awaited Japanese-Americans returning from 
the internment camps where they'd been forced" to 
spend the war. 

The Nagaishi family found their Seattle home 
defaced by graffiti proclaiming "DEATH" and "NO 
JAPS WANTED." In a cemetery south of the city, 
headstones with Japanese names had been toppled. 

Chuck Kato was 12 when his family returned to 
Seattle from an internment camp in Idaho. He recalls 
running an errand to a neighborhood store and being 
stunned by a sign in the window: "No Japs or Dogs 
Allowed." 

Nearly 120,000 Japanese-Americans on the West 
Coast were forced into internment camps after 
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941. 
They were accused of no crime, and two-thirds were 
native-born Americans, but they were considered a 
security threat due to their Japanese ancestry. 

While V-J Day closed the camps, it did not end the 
racism that many Japanese-Americans believe 
prompted their internment in the first place. 

Fifty years later, the indignity of the wartime in
ternment still stings as they endure more subtle dis
crimination blocking Japanese-Americans from 
feeling accepted as "real Americans." 

"It was pretty hard, all that, racial prejudice," 
Kato says. "But what can you do? It still exists to
day." 

The mass evacuation was authorized by President 
Franklin Roosevelt on* Feb. 19, 1942. Military of-. 
ficials, fearing a Japanese attack on the West Coast, 

-said the region's Japanese-American population 
could harbor spies and saboteurs. Also lobbying for 
evacuation were white businessmen and farmers, 
who resented economic competition from the Japa
nese-Americans. 

Ten "relocation centers" were.hurriedly built in 
desolate areas of Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Idaho, Utah and Wyoming, and Japa
nese-Americans were given as little as a week to 
pack and leave their homes and businesses. 

Thriving Japanese neighborhoods in Seattle, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles became ghost towns. 

"We lost everything," says Sharon Aburano, whose 
parents were prosperous merchants in Seattle before 
being forced to the Minidoka internment camp in 
southern Idaho's parched sagebrush country. 

Only 44,000 internees remained in the camps at 
war's end. Beginning in 1943, the government en
couraged families to resettle in the Midwest and 
East, and many young adults left to attend college. 

Young men in the camps could join the military 
starting in January 1943, and a year later they were 
included in the draft. Some refused and were sent to a 
segregation center at Tule Lake, Calif., but more 
than 20,000 Others joined up. 

Chuck Kato's oldest brother served in the Military 
Intelligence Service, interrogating Japanese .pris
oners of war. His second-oldest brother was killed in 
action while in the Army's 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, a unit comprised almost entirely of Japa
nese-American soldiers. 

The 442nd's well-publicized heroics in European 
battles helped dull some hostility directed toward 
Japanese-Americans back home, But many white 
Americans, the memories of Pearl Harbor and 
bloody Pacific battles still fresh in their minds, could 
not accept that someone with Japanese blood could 
be a loyal American. 

By February 1945, fear of a Japanese invasion had 
lessened and the government opened the West Coast 
exclusion zone, allowing Japanese-Americans back 
in. But a lack of jobs and widespread hostility kept 
many from returning home. 

In April 1945, Frank Arase wrote a letter from 
Minidoka to the Harrison Dye Works in Seattle, 
where he'd worked as a delivery person before the 
war. 

A secretary, wrote back, saying Arase's inquiry 
showed he did not "even remotely comprehend" the 
bitterness toward Japanese. 

"It would indeed be business suicide for Mr. 
Spalding to hire a Japanese person in any capacity, 
as there would surely be an almost complete 
walkout," the letter said. "I am sure you would bump 
against the same stone wall should you try to obtain 
employment anywhere in Seattle at this time." 

After the war, many Japanese-Americans tried to 
put the war behind them, swearing off their Japanese 
culture and redoubling their effort to join 
mainstream America. "Shikata ga nai — it can't be 
helped — that was the old saying we always heard," 
says Ed Suguro, who was 10 when his family left the 
internment camp in Tule Lake. "People just got on 
with their lives and forgot about everything in the 
past." 

Years later, the buried indignation resurfaced as 
Japanese-Americans sought official apologies for 
what some scholars consider the most serious viola
tion of constitutional rights in U.S. history. 

In 1982, a federal commission concluded the in
ternment was "motivated largely by racial prejudice 
and wartime hysteria." In 1988, President Ronald 
Reagan signed legislation offering an apology and a 
$20,000 redress check to every former internee. 
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Western Union 
kept in touch 

The family back home often got telegrams, such as this, from 
the warfront. Myrtle Mooring received this one concerning her 
husband, Arthur Mooring, who returned from the war. safely. 

Excerpts given from Japan surrender text 
By The Associated Press 

Excerpts from the surrender 
documents signed Sept. 2,1945: 

"We hereby proclaim the un
conditional surrender to the Allied 
Powers of the Japanese Imperial 
General Headquarters and of all 
Japanese armed forces under 
Japanese control wherever situ
ated. 

"We hereby command all Jap
anese forces wherever situated 
and the Japanese people to cease 

hostilities forthwith, to preserve 
and save from damage all ships, 
aircraft, and military and civil 
property and to comply with all 
requirements which may be im
posed by the Supreme Command
er for the Allied Powers or by 
agencies of the Japanese Gov
ernment at this direction.... 

"We hereby command all civil, 
military and and naval officials to 
obey and enforce ail proclama
tions, orders and directives by the 
Supreme Commander for the 

Allied Powers ... and<we direct all 
such officials to remain at their 
posts and to continue to perform 
their noncombatant duties unless 
specifically relieved by him or 
under his authority.... 

"The authority of the Emperor 
and the Japanese Government to 
rule the state shall be subject to 
the Supreme Commander for the 
Allied Powers, who will take such 
steps as he deems proper to effec
tuate these terms of surrender." 

PVT. J. T. MOORE, JR, son of 
J. T. Moore and the late Mrs. 
Moore, of Rt. 1 Fremont, entered 
the US Array July 1944 and is 
now stationed in Fort Knox, Ky. 
J. T. Moore's active combat duty 
was in Austria and Germany. He 
served in the mechanized calvary 
of the 2nd Armored Division 
under General George S. Patton. 
Mr. Moore returned to Wilson and 
his wife, Eleanor Mae (Johnson), 
and a son, Joseph Thomas. Later, 
he had two daughters, Carolyn 
Elizabeth and Susan Ann. J. T. 
Moore, Jr. currently is retired and 
resides at: Rt. 24, Box 338, 
Lewes, Delaware 19958, where he 
and his family moved in 1958. 

ROY BOYKJN, S 2/c, son of 
Mrs. Neppie Boykin of Bailey, 
entered the Navy May 1944, and 
was stationed at New Port, RI. He 
is married to the former Lizzie 
Turnage of Bailey, and has one 
child, Becky. Since that time he 
has had three additional children 
Bill, Margaret, and Melba. 

toad • • M • I Ht 
PVT. AUTRY BASS, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. G. Bass of Black 
Creek, entered the service two 
years ago and is now serving in 
India where he was sent March 
1944. He also served in Germany 
until his discharge in 1954. In 
19S6, he married Eva Lamm of 
Lucama and had one son, Timothy 
Bass, and one daughter, Debra 
Bass Nipple. At the time of his 
death in 1985, he had one 
granddaughter. 

PFC. DAVID E. GAY, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Gay of 
Walstonburg, entered the US 
Army in April 1942 and is now at 
Camp Campbell, Ky. He and his 
wife, the former Nancy Owens, 
now live in Wilson. 

PVT. ISAAC CLAUDY "IKE" 
LAMM, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Hoover Lamm, Sr. and husband 
of the former Edna Carter of 
Wilson, entered the service July 
1944 and has been stationed at 
Fort McClellan, Ala. 

PFC. ASHLEY B. FUTRELL, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Futrell, 
of 205 West Nash Street, entered 
the service January 1943 in the 
army. He was sent overseas 
recently. 

T/SGT. M. HAROLD "FLIP-
FLAP" WATSON, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. A. Watson of 
Wilson, entered the Army Air 
Force October 1940 and was sent 
overseas to the European theatre 
March 1944. He has received the 
Air Medal and three Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with an Oak Leaf 
Cluster. 

CPL. WILLIAM E. OWENS, 
son of Mrs. Etta Owens, of Route 
2, Wilson, entered the service July 
1942 and went overseas in 
November 1,943. He is in the 
ordnance service. Receiving his 
training at Camp Gordon, Ga., he 
is now in the French battle area. 
He is now deceased. 

CAPT. HUNTER L. FLEMING, 
JR., son of Mr. and Mrs. Hunter L. 
Fleming of Wilson, entered the 
service in November 1941, and 
graduated from OCS at Ft. 
Benning, Ga., in July 1942. He 
trained with the 381st Infantry 
Regiment, 96th Div. He took part 
in the initial assault landing on 
Leyte in the Philippines in October 
1944, and the assault landing on 
Okinawa in April 1945. Holeft 
the service in March 1946, and 
was awarded among other honors 
the Combat Infantrysman Badge 
and the Bronze Star. 

PVT. WILLIAM ROBERT 
McPHILLIPS of Wilson County 
is in the United States Cavalry and 
is now stationed in the Admiralty 
Islands in the South Pacific. His 
wife is Mrs. Lois McPhillips of 
Wilson. He entered the service 
April 1943, and received his 
training in the middle west. He is 
currently in Orlando, Fla., in a 
retirement home. His former wife, 
Lois G. McPhillips is deceased. 
He has a daughter, Anne M. Britt 
of Wilson; three grandsons, David 
Register of Wilson, Chris Britt of 
Pinetops, and Kevin Britt of 
Wilson; one great-granddaughter, 
Jennifer Britt of Pinetops. 

MT. SGT. MARVIN H. 
THOMPSON, U.S.M.C., son of 

'.Mrs. A. D. Hicks, Wilson, Rt. 1, 
and the late Larry Thompson, 
entered the service April 1942, and 
was sent overseas to the Central 
Pacific area September 1943. Mr. 
Thompson served 3 1/2 years in 
the US Marines with 15 months in 
the Pacific. He served with British 
troops in the Saraoas; he was on 
the Roi-Namur, one of the islands 
in the Kwajaline Atoll. His time 
in the Marines was from April 14, 
1942 to October 18, 1945. He left 
San Francisco the Fall of 1943 and 
was in the Pacific until January 
1945. His rank was Master Tech. 
Sgt. and his job was Aviation 
Supply. Bombs were all around 
.and once on Roi-Namur they were 
bombed and all supplies were lost. 
At the time Mr. Thompson was 
discharged, his outfit was shipped 
out to Okinawa. 

• 
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'Bomb away': Reconstruction of dropping of 'Little Boy' 
By Sid Moody 

AP Newsfeatures Writer 

It was the lights that first at
tracted him. All those lights. All 
those cameramen. And just one 
plane. 

Very curious, thought Warrant 
Officer Kizo Imai, a fugitive Jap
anese soldier hiding in the jungle 
of Tinian until his countrymen 
could return and defeat the Amer
icans. Ironic, too. He had helped 
build this very runway when it was 
Japanese. 

"OK, fellows, cut those lights," 
said an officer. "We gotta be 
going." 

The plane Imai watched on Aug. 
6, 1945, was a B-29 named Enola 
Gay. It had been named for the 
mother of the 30-year-old pilot, Lt. 
Col. Paul W. Tibbets. Tibbets had 
been airstruck since age 12, when 
he flew in the back seat of an old 
barnstormer biplane dropping 
candy bars as a promotional 
gimmick. 

Now, he was flying the world's 
second atom bomb to Hiroshima, 
Japan. 

Tibbets, and the plane, had been 
handpicked. His commandant, 
Gen. H.H. "Hap" Arnold, called 
him "the best damned pilot in the 
(Army) Air Force." He had led 
the. first U.S. bombing raid in 
Europe, flown Gen. Owight D. 
Eisenhower to lead the invasion of 
North Africa and, in September 
1944, was put in command of a 
mysterious unit called the 509th 
Composite Group, hidden behind 
barbed wire and armed guards at 
the remote Wendover Air Base on 
the Utah-Nevada border. 

A physics major in college, Tib
bets was briefed on atomic fission. 
But few of the 509th's 1,700 men 
knew much except that they flew 
all over the country and even the 
Caribbean dropping bulbous 10-ton 
somethings they called "pump
kins" before making a sharp 155-
degree turn and hightailing it 
away. 

One such dummy bomb knocked 
a 10-f o o t - d e e p ho le n e a r 
Calipatria, Calif., which was 
quickly filled up by Army bulldoz
ers. 

A pilot who flew his B-29 home 
and showed his father around 
promptly was exiled to the far 
Aleutians. 

• • • 
The huge, silver B-29, shaped 

like one of Gen. Curtis LeMay's 
cigars, had a troubled beginning. 
First test-flown in 1942, its engines 
had a tendency to catch fire. 

Originally, the B-29s were based 
in China. They had to'make six 
round trips over the Himalayan 
"hump" from India to bring in 
enough fuel for one raid on Japan. 
The results from high altitude 
were disappointing. 

When LeMay, who had devised 
tactics in Europe that made U.S. 
bombers into flying machine-gun 

nests, took command of the XXI 
Bomber Command in January 
1945, he changed methods. To the 
dismay of his crews, he stripped 
the 29s of all but the tail gun and 
sent them off loaded with incen
diaries at low altitude. It worked. 

Starting March 9 with a fire raid 
on Tokyo, the p lanes sys
tematically torched Japan's wood 
and paper cities. Kobe, the size of 
Bal t imore, was 55 percent 
destroyed. Tokyo (New York) 50 
percent,. Osaka (Chicago) 35 per
cent, Kofu (South Bend, Ind.) 78 
percent, Okayama, Hitachi... 

Thirteen million Japanese were 
homeless, and people were slowly 
starving on a diet of 1,300 calories 
aday. Wa 

The oil from the Dutch East In
dies, Japan's prize goal in starting 
the war, had been cut off by the 
U.S. submarine blockade and the 
carrier planes of Adm. William 
"Bull" Halsey. In 1945, .Japan 

'managed to produce 11,060 planes, 
but only five tanks. The only arms 
production to show an increase 
was of spears. 

Japan was defeated, but would 
not quit. The suicidal defense of 
Okinawa that spring in which a 
garrison of 100,000 troops was an
nihilated showed the Japanese 
would fight to the death in the 
name of Emperor Hirohito rather 
than surrender. 

Operation Downfall, a two-
phase invasion of Japan's Home 
Islands under Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, was to begin Nov. 1. 

Eleven Army and three Marine 
divisions were to land on Kyushu 
in phase one, Operation Olympic. 
A second landing, Coronet, on 
Honshu, would begin Dec. 1. Es
timates were 100,000 Americans 
killed in the two landings alone. 
MacArthur estimated that if the 
Japanese took to the hills, guerril
la war would cost one million U.S. 
casualties and take 10 years. 

A number of air generals and 
admirals argued for continuing-
the blockade until Japan simply, 
collapsed without an invasion. 

But the planners in Washington 
decided, blockade would take too 
long and had not yet forced sur
render in any case. And, besides, 
there was a new, decisive weapon 
at hand—the atomic bomb. 

• • • 
Terminal, the last conference of 

the wartime Allies, began July 16, 
1945, In Potsdam, outside Berlin. A 
major result was the Potsdam 

'Declaration, outlining surrender 
terms to Japan. It left ambiguous 
a primary bone of contention par
ticularly among the Americans: 
the fate of Hirohito. 
i The declaration called for "un
conditional surrender of all Japa-
nese a r m e d f o r c e s . " The 
emperor-god head of state was not 
mentioned. "The alternative," the 
declaration went on, "is prompt 
and utter destruction." The atom 
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Col. Paul W. Tibbets stands by Enola Gay, named 
after h i s mo the r . (APLawphoto) 

Club to make a porch for his 
Quonset hut. Flight Engineer Sgt. 
Wyatt Duzenbury hunted Japa
nese at night, looking for souve
nirs. Navigator Capt. Theodore 
Van Kirk and Maj . Thomas 
Ferebee, the bombardier, played 
poker when not dropping* last-
minute pumpkins into the Pacific. 

The Target Committee, headed 
by Maj. Gen. Leslie Groves, who 
had directed the Manhattan Pro
ject that created the bomb, had 
drawn up a list of potential cities. 
The criteria were mat it be a mili
tary and-or industrial city and one 
so far unscathed by bombing that 
the aftereffects of a nuclear ex
plosion could be evaluated. 

The problem was that much of 
Japanese manufacturing was 
scattered piecemeal through res
idential areas. 

The amount of lethal radiation 
from a bomb was an uncertain 
quantity to scientists, but the 
bomb was to go off at 1,850 feet so, 
it was believed, it would kill by 
blast, not rays. 

J. Robert Oppenheimer, direc
tor of the Los Alamos facility that 
designed the weapon, figured on 
20,000 killed, assuming the popu-

bomb was not mentioned, either. 
The Japanese already had sent 

feelers to Moscow to see if Russia 
would act as a middleman in 
peace negotiations. Tokyo did not 
know Stalin had pledged at the 
Yalta Conference in February to 
attack Japan within three months 
Of Germany's defeat. 

Japanese Prime Minister Baron 
Kantaro Suzuki, whose cabinet 
was divided whether to fight on, 
replied to the declaration using 
the word " m o k u s a t s u . " The 
Americans interpreted this as "to 
ignore." But it could have also 
been, read as "no comment ," 
which might have hinted at a more 
compliant response. 

But by then the components of 
Little Boy, a gun-type bomb using 
Uranium 235, had already arrived 
at Tinian, the vast B-29 base 1,200 
miles south of Tokyo. 

Since its capture in 1944, Tinian 
had become a mammoth fixed 
aircraft carrier. Its six 10-lane 
runways could launch a B-29 every 
15 seconds. The 509th settled in 
surrounded by.an air of mystery. 

Tail gunner Sgt. Robert Caron of 
Tibbets' crew amused himself by 
stealing lumber from the Officers 
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lace was in shelters. 
Hiroshima, a military base of 

some 280,000 civilians and 43,000 
soldiers — and some 23 American 
POWs in the city's castle — had 
been hit by two bombs from four 
carrier planes and once by a 
single B-29. Four people were 
killed. 

LeMay had intentionally left it 
unscathed. It was target No. 1, 
with Niigata and Kokura Arsenal 
alternates if Hiroshima was 
unfeasible because of weather. 
(The bombing would have to be 
visual, not by radar, to assess the 
results. On Aug. 4, Nagasaki was 
subbed for Ni iga ta due .to 
weather.) 

The next day, Tibbets sum
moned the base sign painter from 
a softball game to paint his 
mother's name on B-29 No. 82. 

Little Boy was gingerly winched 
into the bomb bay. It was 10-feet 
6-inches long, 29 inches in diame
ter and weighed 9,700 pounds, 
about 92 pounds of it U-235 pro
duced in ounces per day at Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. 

Capt. William Parsons, a Navy 
ordnance expert, had decided to 
arm the bomb in flight lest it ex
plode in a takeoff crash. 

Each man was issued a cyanide 
capsule. Radar Specialist Lt. 
Jacob Beser — Little Boy's trigger, 
was set off by radar transmitters 
geared to precise altitude — was 
given the frequencies on rice 
paper so he could eat them if fac
ing capture. 
•"All set, Dooz?" Tibbets asked 

his 32-year-old flight engineer, a 
one-time tree surgeon who thought 
the cargo looked most like a tree 
trunk. 

"All set, colonel." 
"Dimples Eight-Two from 

North Tinian Tower," radioed the 
traffic controller. "Take off to the 
east on Runway A for Able." 

At 2:45 a.m. on Aug. 6, 1945, 
Tibbets gunned his overloaded 
bomber. 

"I never saw a plane use that 
much .runway," said Brig. Gen. 
Thomas F. FarrCll, Groves' depu
ty on the island. "I thought Tibbets 
was never going to pull it off." 

In his tail cubbyhole, gunner 
Caron in his Brooklyn Dodgers 
baseball cap asked: "Colonel, are 
we carrying a chemist's night
mare?" 

"Not exactly," Tibbets replied. 
"How about a physicist 's 

nightmare?" he asked, taking a 
wild guess. 

"He gave me a really funny 

look," Caron recalled, and said: 
'That's about it. '" 

• • • 
Seven B-29s in all made up 

Operation Centerboard. One was 
standing by on Iwo Jima, captured. 
in February at the cost of almost 
6,000 Marine lives, in case Enola 
Gay broke down. Over Iwo, 'ftb-
b'ets formed into a V as two 
observer and instrument bombers 
joined him. Up ahead, three 
weather planes scouted the 
targets. 

One of the observers was Harold 
Agnew, a physicist at Los Alamos. 
He was the only one who also had 
been present at Enrico Fermi's 
historic squash court in Chicago in 
1942, when man's first controlled 
nuclear reaction produced about 
enough energy to light a cigarette. 

He had come full circle, from 
spark to bomb. 

"I had lost a lot of friends in the 
Pacific war," said Agnew. "Some 
New Mexico National Guardsmen 
had been on the Bataan Death 
March. I had a chip on my 
shoulder." 

Cruising at 205 knots, Tibbets 
got the weather report for 
Hiroshima: A 10-mile hole over 
the c i ty . " A d v i c e : Bomb 
primary." 

Tibbets began climbing. At 
31,600 feet, he turned to 264 
degrees and slowed to 200 knots. 
Ahead, clearly visible, was the T-
shape Aioi Bridge, Ferebee's aim
ing point. 

"She's yours, Tom,'"Tibbets 
said to the bombardier, veteran of 
63 combat missions in Europe. 

"I've got it," Ferebee replied. 
The observer planes veered off. 

At 0815:17 Ferebee called: "Bomb 
away!" Co-pilot Capt. Robert 
Lewis, taking notes, wrote: 
"There will be a slight intermis
sion while we bomb our target." 

Little Boy first fell broadside, 
then headed nose down toward the 
city. Tibbets threw his plane into a 
power dive. The bomb was to ex
plode at 43 seconds. Lt. Morris 
Jepson, assistant armorer , 
counted off. At "43," he thought: 
"It's a dud." Then a light of in
credible intensity filled the plane. 

• • • 
Air raid alarms had sounded at 

0700 when a U.S. plane flew over to 
assess the weather, but nothing 
had happened. So when the sirens 
went off again for another plane 
high in the blue, Hiroshima kept 
on its way to work. 

See Recalling, page 21 
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Japanese soldier didn't believe the war was over 
TOKYO (AP) — While the rest 

of the world prepares to mark the 
50th anniversary of the end of 
World War II, Hiroo Onoda has his 
own long, lonely f ight to 
remember. 

Isolated in the Philippine jungle, 
refusing to believe Japan had sur
rendered, the former Imperial 
Army lieutenant held out until 1974 
— 29 years after the war was fin
ished. 

Now 73, he looks back without 
anger or bitterness. 

"I don't consider those years a 
waste of time," said Onoda, small 
and bespectacled, soft-spoken and 
smiling. "Without that experi
ence, I wouldn't have my life to
day." 

Onoda began his long war as a 
draftee. The son of a strict school
teacher, he was working at a Jap
anese trading firm in Shanghai 
when he was conscripted into the 
military in 1942. 

Trained as an intelligence of
ficer, he was sent in December 
1944 to the tiny Philippine island of 
Lubang, 90 miles southwest of 
Manila, with orders to spy on the 
U.S. military. 

The island was small and moun
tainous, heavily forested. Its few 
residents, mostly farmers or fish
ermen, lived in thatched bunga
lows. 

Onoda had no way of knowing it 
would be his home for almost 
three decades. 

In February 1945, American 
forces landed on Lubang. Most 
Japanese soldiers on the island 
surrendered, but about two dozen 
killed themselves rather than give 
up. Onoda did neither. 

Cut off from their unit, he and a 
handful of holdouts hid and 
waited. Weeks went by. Then 
months. Then years. 

Their biggest enemy was 
hunger..They stole rice and 
bananas from local residents, and 
killed an occasional cow, drying 
the beef. 

" I never felt happy being 
there," recalled Onoda, his silver 
hair neatly parted, his posture 
erect. "But it was my little 
kingdom." 

Surrender, he said, was not an 
option. 

"I was ordered to go there," he 

Japanese Lt. Hiroo Onoda surrenders his Samurai sword to Philippine president Ferdinand Marcos in Manila on 
M a r c h 11,1974. «&$i <APL»«»tat.) 

said. "I couldn't leave the post 
unless my commanding officer 
reversed the order." 

Over the years, Onoda and his 
two companions had skirmishes 
with the villagers. In 1954, one of 
them was shot to death by Philip
pine soldiers searching the island. 

That set off a series of search 
missions by Japan. Relatives and 
former classmates appealed over 
loudspeakers. Pamphlets were 
dropped from airplanes. Onoda's 
brother Toshio even sang a school 
song for him. 

But Onoda believed it was all an 
enemy ploy, and refused to re
spond. 

There was some basis for his 

belief that the war was continuing. 
The Philippines was a major stag
ing ground during the Korean War 
in 1950-53 and, later, through the 
long U.S. involvement in Vietnam. 
Onoda often saw U.S. military jets 
flying overhead. 

"I couldn't contact anyone,'1 he 
said. "All I could do was trust 
what I saw." 

In 1972, Onoda's last comrade 
was fatally shot in a gunfight with 
local farmers. He was alone. 

Two years later, a young adven
turer named Norio Suzuki arrived 
on Lubang with the self-assigned 
mission of bringing Onoda out of 
the jungle. 

Suzuki made camp in lonely 

clearings, letting himself be seen, 
and waited. Finally, one night 
came a voice from the jungle. 

"Oi," Onoda called. Hey. 
The two talked long into the 

night, Onoda explaining that he 
could not leave until ordered.. 
Suzuki returned to Japan and con
tacted the government, which 
located Onoda's superior, Maj. 
Yoshimi Taniguchi. 

On March 10, 1974 — nine days 
before his 52nd birthday — Onoda 
donned his carefully preserved 
Imperial Army uniform, complete 
with cap and sword, and stepped 
out of the jungle to formally 
receive his long-awaited order 
from the major. 

The next day, he turned his 
sword over to then-Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos, who 
praised his bravery and told him 
all was forgiven. 

Then Onoda came home — to an 
utterly changed Japan. 

He was showered with attention, 
an object of curiosity. The Japa
nese, great respecters of loyalty 
and perseverance, were deeply 

' moved by his long ordeal. But in a 
country trying to put the war 
behind it, he was also a disturbing 
symbol. Some denounced Onoda 
as an embodiment of the same 
militarism and blind allegiance to 
the emperor that had driven 
Japan into battle. 

Onoda's initial feelings of joy at 
his homecoming were replaced by 
a growing feeling of emptiness. He 
felt no one understood what he had 
believed his duty to be. 

"I never wanted to go to war," 
he said. "I did only because I 
didn't want to face the guilt of 
having someone else go and die for 
me." 

Torn by conflict, he did what he 
had never done during his years in 
the jungle. He rebelled. 

The government wanted him to 
meet the prime minister and 
make a pilgrimage to the Imperial 
Palace and the Yasukuni Shrine, 
where Japan's war dead, in
cluding a number of convicted war 
criminals, are enshrined. Onoda 
refused, insisting instead on a visit 
to his dead subordinates' graves. 

While he was away in the jungle, 
Japan had rebuilt itself from the 
ashes of war into an industrial 
giant, humming and modern. To 
Onoda, it didn't feel like home any 
more. 

Seeking space to think, he went 
to Brazil. There, he danced in 
discos, bought a ranch and ac
quired 1,800 head of cattle. 

But he didn't want to cut his ties 
with Japan. He married a Japa
nese woman and, in 1992, became 
the director of a children's nature 
camp in northern Japan. 

Talking of his plans for this 
summer's session, he was happy 
and animated. He and the children 
would hike in the woods, he said. 
They'd catch fish in the river, and 
cook them over the campfire. He'd 
teach them some of the outdoor 
skills he honed in his long years in 
the jungle. 

"This way," he said, "I can still 
contribute to society." 

The only thing Onoda feels he 
hasn't got enough of is time. 

Ever since he stepped out of the 
jungle, he's been hurrying, 
rushing to make up for those miss
ing years. He walks fast and skips 
steps on the stairs. He stays up 
late reading. 

"I wish someone could eat and 
sleep for me so I could work 24 
hours a day! "he said. 

For all his eagerness to experi
ence life, there's one thing he has 
no wish to do: return to Lubang. 

" I never want to go back 
again," he said. 

Recalling the events of day when Hiroshima was bombed 
Continued from page 20 

The promise of a warm, sunny 
day ended at 0816:02 just 1,850 feet 
above the courtyard of Dr. Karo ' 
Shima's clinic, 550 feet southeast 
of Aioi Bridge. 

A white light hotter than any 
sun, hot enough to burn human 
shadows into the pavement before 
d i s i n t e g r a t i n g t h e m to 
n o t h i n g n e s s , e n v e l o p e d 
Hiroshima. 

Cmdr. Mitsuo Fuchida, the flier 
who led the attack on Pearl Har
bor, had been in Hiroshima the 
day before. He returned the day 

after, stunned at the charred 
graveyard of 100,000 of his coun
trymen. 

"My, God, what have we done?" 
wrote Lewis as Enola Gay flew 
homeward. 

The stunned Supreme War 
Guidance Council in Tokyo was 
not sure. 

Yoshio Nishina, Japan's leading 
physicist who had done some 
preliminary work for his own 
country's atom bomb, visited 
Hiroshima on Aug. 7. Yes, Presi
dent Harry S. Truman's an
nouncement was correct. Only a 

nuclear bomb could have done 
this. 
,,. On Aug. 9, a second bomb, twin 
'Of the plutonium weapon-tested in 
New Mexico in July, was dropped 
by Maj. Charles W. Sweeny's bor
rowed Bock's Car. As many as 
165,000 people were killed outright 
or died from radiation over-years 
to come. 

The two bombs Groves thought 
were enough to convince Japan to 
surrender had been dropped. Still, 
the War Council was equally split 
whether to continue the war — one 
counterargument to those who say 

the second bomb was un
necessary. The impasse was all 
the more remarkable considering 
Russia had attacked in Manchuria 
with overwhelming force the day 
before. 

Nonetheless , the Council 
adopted its "fundamental policy" 
that anticipated the "honorable 
death of 100 million." Gen. Sadao 
Araki declared: "If we could have 
3 million bamboo spears, we 
would be able to conquer Russia 
easily." aj$m 

But deep in his bomb shelter 

under the Imperial Palace , 
Hirohito had had enough. "The 
time must come when we must 
bear the unbearable," he said. 

Groups of diehard soldiers 
revol ted and t r i ed to stop 
Hirohito's recorded announce
ment of capituation. They were 
suppressed. 

On Sept. 2, on the battleship 
Missouri in Tokyo Bay, Japan 
signed the documents ending 
World War II. 

Several days later a Navy 
freighter carrying grain docked at 
what was left of Nagasaki. "The 
place looked like it had been hit by 
a giant blowtorch," said Fred 
Dutton, a junior engineering of
ficer. 

The governor of the province 
asked the ship's officers for dinner 
at his undamaged palace outside 
the city. 

"He had been educated in the 
U.S.," Dutton recalled. "We didn't 
talk about the bomb. He was just 
pleased there would be no more 
killing." 

PFC. TOM P. BAILEY, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Bailey of 
Stantonsburg, is stationed in the 
Pacific war theater. He has been 
awarded the Infantryman's 
Combat badge. 

CPL. WILLIAM CLYDE 
GARDNER, son of Mrs. Minnie 
L. and the late Mr. J. R. Gardner 
of Wilson, was inducted into the 
service of the Army Air Corps, 
November, 1942, at Camp Croft, 
SC, and trained at Shaw Field, SC, 
Chanute Field, 111., and Seymour 
Johnson Field, NC. He left for 
overseas, October, 1943, and has 
served in Australia and in New 
Guinea and is still in the Pacific 
war zone. 

1ST LT. DOAN W. 
EDMUNDSON, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. M. W. Edmundson, of 409 
West Vance Street, Wilson, 
entered the service March of 1942 
and received his military training 
at Fort Bragg, NC, Camp Pickett, 
VA, and Camp B landing, Fla. He 
attended Battalion Officers school 
at Ft. Sill, Okla., and Camp 
Forrest, Tenn. He attended motor 
officer school at Atlanta, Ga. He 
was sent overseas from Camp 
Phillips, Kansas, March, 1944. He 
is now serving somewhere in the 
French battle area. 

PVT. BILLIE J. BARDIN, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bardin of 
Stantonsburg, entered the service 
in August, 1944 and has been 
stationed in Jackson, Miss. 

v.V-^s*,iH.i..y.v;*:;~<:. 

T/5 CARSON BENTON, was 
inducted in service at Fort Bragg, 
NC, March 24, 1944. He received 
his basic training at Fort Belvoir, 
Va. Before leaving for overseas 
duty, he was transferred to Camp 
Claiborne, La. He is with the 
1673rd Eng. Utilities Det. in 
France. 

M / S G T . C H A R L E S 
FLETCHER MERCER, son of 
Mr. William Ed Mercer and Effie 
High Mercer, entered the service 
October, 1939, and was' sent 
overseas August, 1943. He has 
been awarded the Purple Heart. 
He has seen service in England, 
North Africa, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy 
and is now serving in the South 
French battle area. He is married. 

S G T . J A M E S G. 
WILLIAMSON, entered the 
Army Medical Corps October, 
1940, and went overseas April, 
1943, and is now in the South 
Pacific. His wife, die former Miss 
Christine Mooring, and their 
daughter, Dorothy Carroll, reside 
at Snow Hill. He is the son of 
Mrs. Sallie Williamson and the 
late J. Wiley Williamson of 
Lucama, Rt. 1. 

S/SGT. THOMAS JASPER 
TAYLOR, husband of Mrs. Helen 
Taylor, of 605 Academy Street, 
Wilson, entered the United States 
Army in June, 1942, and was sent 
overseas in June, 1944. He is now 
stationed somewhere in the South 
Pacific. 

PFC. JESSE NARRON, son of 
Mrs. Debbie Narron of Kenly, Rt. 
3, and the late J. R. Narron, 
entered the service November, 
1942, and received his training in 
California and Texas. ' He is now 
stationed in the French battle area. 
He is married to the former 
Mildred Davis of Kenly, Rt. 3. 

SGT. EL WOOD BASS, son of 
Mrs. I. V. Bass of Lucama, entered 
the service October, 1941, and was 
sent overseas December, 1943. 
He is now with the Field Artillery 
in Italy. He received his training 
at Fort Bragg. He has been 
aWarded the Good Conduct Medal 
and the Bronze Battle Star for the 
battle of Cassino. His wife, the 
former Rachel Oakey, resides in 
Wilson, Rt. 4. 

SGT. LONNIE W. WHEELER, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Wheeler, 
of Wilson, entered the service 
September, 1940, in old 
"Company M" of the National 
Guard and was sent overseas 
January, 1944. In the invasion of 
France on "D-Day" he is now 
serving in the French battle area. 
He is married to the former Lillian 
Thorne. He has received a 
Presidential citation. 

ALBERT HENDRICKS, S 2/c, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. B. F. 
Hendricks of Wilson, entered the 
service Jan., 1944, and was sent 
overseas to Bermuda, June, 1944. 
He is married to Mrs. Blonnie W. 
Hendricks, and has three children, 
Sue, Maggie, and Albert, Jr. 
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50 years ago, war nearing end 
Local WWII veterans 
recall Pacific events 

By Eddie Fitzgerald 
Daily Times Staff Writer 

Fifty years ago this month, local 
veterans were dreading what was 
in store for them in the Pacific 
theater of World War II: the inva
sion of Japan. 

It had been two months since the 
war ended in Europe and nearly 
four years since the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. America and its 
Allies were concentrating all their 
forces on the Pacific theater 
where Japan had expanded its 
empire from the Aleutian Islands 
of Alaska, west to Burma and 
south to the Netherlands Indies. 

But Americans who had been 
fighting bloody battles all through 
the Pacific theater turned the tide 
of war toward its ultimate destiny 
Aug. 6,1945, when the first atomic 
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. 

Local veterans have definite 
opinions on the necessity of the 
bomb to end the war and share 
their feelings on V-J Day Aug. 15, 
1945. 

Alvin Brantley 
As a 23-year-old infantryman 

trudging through the heat and 
humidity on Luzon Island, Alvin 
Brantley of Middlesex said he had 
no regrets when the Americans 
dropped A-bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. It's estimated both 
bombs killed more than 140,000 
Japanese. 

"It brought it to a quick end," 
Brantley said. "These people who 
may disagree with it couldn't tell 
how many would have lost their 
lives if they hadn't dropped them. 
I don't think Hiroshima or 
Nagasaki bothered me a bit. I was 
so mad I would have dropped it 
myself." 

As part of the 149th Infantry, 
38th Infantry Division, Brantley's 
mission was to help liberate Ba-
taan, where the Bataan Death 
March for Allied soldiers began. 
The battle raged on for 17 days, he 
said. It took about 6,000 soldiers 11 
days to go three miles during the 
battle. Temperatures on the island 
reached 105 degrees with high 
humidity, and the soldiers had to 
cross the rugged Zambales Moun
tains. Japanese soldiers were dug 
into tunnels and caves all along 
the battle front. 

"They would come out at night 
and we would mow them down," 
he said. 

One of the most horrific sights 
was when the troops came across 
a small church with hundreds of 
bleaching skeletons stacked 
beside it, Brantley said. The skel
etons were those of American 
POWs who had marched on the 
Bataan trail. 

Brantley said by that time he 
was no longer frightened of com
bat. 

"We were not scared," he said. 
"We had reached the point where 
we were so mad it didn't make a 
lot of difference." 

Some of the Filipinos told 
Brantley that while they were 
hiding in the bushes to evade the 
Japanese marching the POWs 
down the Bataan trail, they saw 
some of the American soldiers 
helping the weaker ones. When 
they became so weak and fell from 
exhaustion, the Japanese would 
bayonet them. All the valuables 

Alvin Brantley is shown in 
his mili tary uniform. 
Brantley served with the 
149th Infantry, 38th Infan
try Division. 
and clothes were taken from the 
dead and the bodies were stacked 
on flat-bed trucks and dumped 
beside the road and small church, 
Brantley said. 

While the 38th Infantry was 
going over the Zambales Moun
tains in an effort to reach the Jap
anese, about 18,000 other troops 
were invading Bataan from Subic 
Bay. Japanese casualties reached 
11,000 in the battles for Bataan, 
Brantley said.. 

"We had them in a vise," he 
said. "They couldn't go any
where." 

Brantley spent five months in 
the Zambales Mountains. 

After the Japanese forces were 
destroyed, Brantley was near 
Clark Field by Subic Bay. From 
t{ie mountains he could look out 
over Manila Bay and see many 
ships. He knew something was 
about to happen and thought they 
were getting ready to invade 
Japan. The captain had told them 
they would be in Tokyo by 
Thanksgiving, Brantley said. 

But a couple of days latter, when 
he was in his tent, Brantley heard 
a'solider coming up the road with 
a siren blaring from his truck. 

"This guy was hollering that the 
war was over," Brantley said. "I 
thought he was kidding. For a few 
moments I couldn't grasp that the 
war was over. I hope that never 
again will American soldiers have 
to go." i * ; 

Brantley also saw combat on the 
island of Leyte, where heavy 
fighting was reported. 

John Riley 
After the news of the Japanese 

surrender spread on the island of 
Luzon, guns boomed from the 
shores of Manila Bay. John Riley 
of Wilson was a 25-year-old master 
sergeant with the 49th Medical 
Depots aboard a 65-foot ship in the 
bay. He was waiting for the sun to 
rise so they could make a 300-mile 
medical supply run to the southern 
island of Cebu. 

"Everybody on shore was 
shooting off guns," he said. "We 

. knew something was up." 
Some of the men on the ship 

turned on the radio and learned 
that the war with Japan was over. 
The enemy had surrendered. 

"There was just a lot of jubila

tion," Riley said. '.'Everybody was 
very happy." 

One of the reasons everybody on * 
the ship was happy that the war 
ended when it did was because 
Riley and his men had seen part of 
the possible eerie future of the 
final campaign to quash Japan. 
Working directly under the 
surgeon general's office at Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur's head
quarters, Riley and his men were 
in charge of supplying the western 
Pacific with medical supplies. 

The future as Riley saw it-was 
bloody, he said. For months, the 
49th Medical Depots was assembl
ing the supplies and equipment to 
outfit 100 hospitals with a total of 
100,000 beds for expected wounded 
and casualties during the inva
sion of Japan, Riley said. The 
full-scale invasion would have 
probably taken place in a couple 
weeks if the Japanese hadn't sur
rendered, he said. 

"That's why we were so happy," 
he said. "You can imagine what 
kind of casualties they were ex
pecting." 

The Army had already assem
bled 50 of the hospitals by the time 
the second atom bomb was 
dropped. 

"The bomb saved more lives, 
positively, because you can imag
ine what they were expecting with 
100,000 beds," he said. 

After the news that the war was 
over, Riley and his men still 

'shipped out the next morning to 
take medical supplies and drugs to 
Cebu. He was discharged five 
months later. 

The war, which Riley doesn't 
like to talk about, held too many 
memories during his five-year 
tour to pick a single incident that 
stood out in. his mind. But one 
thing he did remember being a-
positive incident occurred during 
a dark night when the war was 
taking its toll north of Manila. 

The 6th Army was involved in a 
heavy battle and desperately 
needed blood for its wounded. 
Riley said no volunteers were 
willing to take the blood and med
ical supplies 50 miles into the front 
at Baguio on the west side of the 
island. He and another soldier, 
Riley only knew as Lt. Bjorn, set 
out in a jeep down a bombed-out 
road with only the moonlight to 
guide them. They both received a 
commendation from the 6th Army 
for the successful mission. 

"We heard on the radio that they 
had a bad situation, and they 
wanted us to get it to them if we 
could," Riley said. "We couldn't 
get any volunteers because it was 
a combat mission, so we did it 
ourselves. They were in desperate 
need of fresh blood." 

Looking back on the anniver
sary of Japan's surrender, Riley 
said he still has bitter memories of 
the war and the ruthless tactics of 
the Japanese. 

"It made a drastic difference 
when it takes five years out of 
early life like that," Riley said. "I 
formed a lot of opinions at that 
time that I've never gotten over 
until this day." 

James Dickens 
James H. Dickens of Wilson 

helped keep the war effort going in 

P a u l White , on r ight in d a r k g lasses , is in a t tendance a t a pa r ty given in New Guinea 
by na t ives dur ing the wa r . In foreground, a na t ive is pictured in t r ibal cos tume. 

the Pacific through the early 1940s 
by supplying the soldiers on the 
front lines. 

EL .^3k 

Paul-White of Wilson took this photo of Gen. Douglas McArthur , center , j u s t before 
he boa rded a n a i rcraf t on the day he del ivered su r rende r t e r m s to the J a p a n e s e . 

As a t e c h 
nical sergeant 
with the 3099th 
Quartermaster 
Service Com
pany, Dickens 
saw a lot of 
fighting from 
1942 to the end 
of the war and 

Dickens many Japanese 
who were taken prisoner from 
Bombay to Burma and China. He 
was awarded two Bronze Stars for 
combat duty and wasn't discharg
ed until 1946. 

One of his closest calls came in 
1942 when a convoy of supply 
trucks was targeted by the Japa
nese while the American company 
was traveling on the Burma Road. 
The supply trucks were going to 
the Chinese soldiers fighting the 
Japanese. Dickens said the Japa
nese commandeered 180 supply 
trucks. 

"But nobody was killed, thank 
God," Dickens said. 

Dickens had to return to Bom
bay to get another 180 trucks of 
supplies. 

When the 3099th got into the 
mountains of Burma in 1943, it was 
some of the worst fighting they 
saw, Dickens said. Japanese 
fighter planes would fly in every 
morning and bomb the mountains, 
he said. There were places the 
stench of death was so over
whelming the soldiers had to wear 
masks, he said. 

While still in India, Dickens said 
he heard of the atomic bomb being 
dropped on Japan. 

"At the time I thought it was a ' 
good idea," he said. "I was hoping 
that would end the war so I could 
come home." 

When Dickens was drafted, the 
3099th Quartermaster Service 
Company was an all-black outfit 
with some white officers. But in 
1943 the unit was integrated, he 
said. 

"I felt it would have been much 
better if it had been integrated at 
that time," Dickens, said of the 
earlier part of the war. "When you 
have integration, your associates 
are going to learn more about 
each other. When you're going into 
war, you're going into a complete
ly different area, and it would 
have helped because over there 
we had to deal with Indians, 
Chinese, Burmese and the Japa
nese who were captured." 

But Dickens said he respected 
his mission in the Army and the 
importance of helping the soldiers 
on the front line. 

"We were just trying to see that 
the men and the battalions would 
be able to get all the supplies they 
needed," he said. 

By being on the front lines so 
frequently, Dickens said he wasn't 
aware that an invasion of Japan 
was imminent. 

"I kept busy doing other things 
and didn't know about any.inva
sion," he said. "I just know when 
it was over I was feeling good, 
happy." 

Paul White 
Paul White of Wilson said on the 

historic anniversary next month 
he would remember "those under 
the white crosses." 

"My h e a r t 
g o e s o u t to 
them," he said. 
"Those boys 
gave it every-
t h i n g t h e y 
had." 

The day the 
atomic bomb 
was dropped on 

White H i r o s h i m a , 
White was serving with the Army 
Air Transport Command in 
Manila on the cargo side of the 
1071st Air Force Base Unit, an an
nouncement came over the 
loudspeaker saying that the bomb 
was 20,000 times stronger than 
TNT. Three days later another 
A - b o m b w a s d r o p p e d on 
Nagasaki. 

Japanese officials were flown 
into Manila Aug. 12, to receive the 
surrender terms from Gen. 
Douglas Mac Arthur. The terms of 
surrender were agreed upon by 
the Japanese emperor Aug. 14, 
and on Sept. 2 the official sur
render ceremony was celebrated 
aboard the ba t t leship USS 
Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 

"Home alive in '45, that's what 
it meant to me," White said. "The 
two A-bombs turned the tide." 

White, 23 at the time; watched 
as MacArthur presented the Jap
anese officials'with the terms of 
surrender. 
. "It was a happy time," he said. 
"I can't describe it. You knew you 
had made it. If you could get back 
to the states without your ship or 
plane crashing, everything would 
be all right. It was a feeling like a 
great weight had been lifted." 

When White joined the Army 55 
years ago, he was making only $21 
per month. The service took him 
from the swamps of Louisiana to 
the front lines in New Guinea and 
the Philippines, from Wilson and 
the rumors of war in 1940 to V-J 
Day in the Pacific. He won two 
Bronze Stars for duty in the com
bat zones. K}'.y 

"I wouldn't take anything for 
the experience," he said. "I think 
every man and some girls should 
join. It's good training for them. I 
was just a country boy who had 
never been anywhere until I joined 
the Army." 

PFC White was discharged and 
flew back to the States 17 days 
after Japan signed the terms of 
surrender. 

Artis Renfrow 
A r t i s Renfrow of Kenly 

remembers sitting on a hill 
overlooking the sea on some small 
western Pacific island 50 years 

, ago, watching the gathering dusk 
as excited rumors of Japan's sur
render swept among the troops. 

"But it actu
a l l y w a s n ' t 
over," he said. 
"It was about 
five days after 
we heard the 
rumors before 
it was over." 

The rumors 
a p p a r e n t l y 
started on Aug. Renfrow 
9,1945, after the atomic bomb was 

dropped on Nagasaki. 
Renfrow was with the 27th In

fantry stationed at Okinawa — a 
bloody battle front where 50,000 
Allies and 110,000 Japanese lost 
their lives. Fifty years later it is 
hard for him to remember all the 
places he went during the island-
hopping campaign to defeat 
Japan. 

"But I do remember when the 
bomb was dropped and how 
pleased I was," he said. "I knew it 
was terrible and a lot of lives were 
being lost. But I was glad it was 
over. I was right ready to invade 
Japan. I knew we would be going 
over there. I knew there would be 
a lot of lives lost. That atomic 
bomb changed their minds." 

Renfrow was with the first 
American troops to land in Japan 
after the surrender. The 27th In
fantry broke up after Japan fell, 
and Renfrow went to the 43rd 
Army Engineers, which was in 
charge of rebuilding the country. 
Although Renfrow said he 
wouldn't take anything for his ex
periences in the Pacific, he 
wouldn't want to go back. 

"It was great to me," Renfrow 
said of his war experience. "It 
really changed me. Made me 
know what life was all about, to 
appreciate life and my country. It 
will change a feller's life when you 
see all that we went through.". 

While in Japan, right after the 
surrender, five soldiers at a time 
from Renfrew's company were al
lowed to go into town to see war-
torn remains of their final objec
tive. While walking through a 
small town without sidewalks or 
streets, Renfrow said they were 
approached by a Japanese man 
who spoke English and invited 
them to his house for saki. But 
Renfrow, still leery from the bat
tles of the Pacific would not touch 
the rice alcohol and advised the 
men with him not to either. 

"He really wasn't a bad per
son," Renfrow said. "He just 
wanted to know about us; But we 
just didn't trust him after what 
we'd been through.'' 

Johnny Johnston 
H.P. "Johnny" Johnston of 

Lucama, a tank commander with 
the First Marine Division, said the 
plans to invade Japan would have 
made the invasion of Normandy in 
the European theater "look like a 
picnic." The Americans had six 
Marine divisions preparing to in
vade Japan, not including all the 
other branches of service, he said. 

The United 
States' decision 
to drop the A-
b o m b o n 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki was a 
wise choice, 
Johnston said 
in a prepared 
statement. 

" P r o b a b l y Johnston 
saved half a million lives cause 
Japan would not surrender," he 
said. "We had to kill 'em. And it 
would have been a house-to-house 
campaign. The bomb killed dogs 
and cats and everything else. But 
it's better to kill that than to kill 
our own men. There's no telling 
how many men we'd lost if we'd 
had to invaded Japan. They just 
wouldn't surrender." 

*% 
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Rubber drives 
Wilson citizens turned out in the 1940s to participate in rubber 
drives such as this one on the courthouse steps in 1942. 

(Photo courtesy of Tberese Pierce) 

Former corporal remembers 
major who had him 'busted* 

The following is a reminiscence 
by Wilson resident Harry Sever
ance, who served in Europe in 
World Warn. 

By Harry Severance 
I had been home from World 

War II for several years, when I 
made a business trip to New York 
City. After completing my busi
ness, I returned to Pennsylvania 
Station to catch my train back to 
Wilson. 

While walking through the .ter
minal, I suddenly remembered 
that my wife had told me to buy a 
certain brand of socks from a cer
tain New York department store. I 
was angry at myself for having 
forgotten, and so I looked around 
the-terminal to find a clothing 
store. 

I saw one, looked at my watch, 
and hurried inside. A man was 
standing in the front door, and 
when I asked him where the sdcks . 
were he said, "Go straight down 
this line and you will find them." 

I walked hurriedly down the line 
of counters, and as I approached 
the end I noticed a clerk who was 
leaning against the counter look
ing at me. I stopped hurriedly, 
looked down into the showcase 
where the socks were, and said, 
"I'll take a pair of these and a pair 
of these," while pointing to the 
socks I wanted. The young man 
never responded and just kept 
looking at me. I really didn't think 
he heard me, so I repeated my re
quest in a much louder voice. 

He never moved, and just con
tinued to stare at me. I was hasty 
with him and said, "Do you work 

here?" and he, continuing to look 
at me, nodded his head in the af
firmative. I then looked at my 
watch "to make a point with him" 
and said, "I must catch a train in 
just a few minutes, so please give 
me my socks." 

With that statement he said his 
first words to me, and they were, 
"Is your name Severance?" As 
one can well imagine, with a name 
like Severance, it is very difficult 
for even friends to remember how 
to pronounce my name, and here 
in a city of some 9 million people a 
complete stranger asks me if my 
name is Severance. 

I turned my attention back to 
this young stranger, and replied, 
"Yes, my name is Severance." 

He then began to question me as 
follows: 

"Were you the Severance in the 
70th Infantry Division when we 
were fighting in Germany?" My 
answer was yes. 

"Were you a major for the 275th 
regiment in this division?" My 
answer was yes. 

He then said, "Major, you don't 
remember me?" and I said, "No, I" 
don't." 

He then said: "Major Sever
ance, I was Corporal Brown in the 
275th until you busted me to 
Private Brown. Now, Major, I 
have been waiting 10 years for you 
.to come in this store to tell you to 
buy your damn socks from some
body else!" 

I enjoyed this scene so much 
that I really didn't care whether I 
missed my train or not... but I just 
made it back to Wilson. 

Hirohito 
became 
emperor of 
Japan in 1926. 
After the war, 
Hirohito took a 
personal part in 
the final 
surrender 
decision of 
1945. 

General Douglas 
MacArthur signs 

the Japanese 
surrender papers 
aboard the USS 

Missouri in Tokyo 
Bay as 

Lt. Jonathan 
Wainwright and Lt. 
Gen. I.E. Percival 

look on. (Both 
were prisoners of 

the Japanese.) 

The defeat of Japan 
Japan surrendered after the U.S. dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The Allies had intended to seize Kyushu, the most 
westerly island of Japan, early in November 1945, and then invade the main island of Honshu. Winston Churchill said, These two great 
operations would have entailed bitter fighting and great loss of life, but they were never required. We may well be thankful." 

HIGHLIGHTS AND 
KEY BATTLES 

& 

1941 
Dec. 7 The Japanese attack 

Pearl Harbor 

Dec. 10 Guam surrenders 

Dec. 23 Wake Island surrenders 

Dec. 25 British troops at Hong 
Kong surrender 

1942 
Jan. 2 Manila falls to invading 

Japanese 

Feb. 15 Singapore surrenders 

Feb. 27 The Allies lose the 
Battle of Java Sea 

Mar. 7 Netherlands East 
Indies falls 

Apr. 9 Bataan surrenders 

j k Apr. 18 U.S. carrier-based 
EG aircraft bombs Tokyo 

j k May 4-8 The Allies win the Battle 
ID of the Goral Sea 

May 6 The Japanese 
occupy Corregfdor 

jfe" June Battle of Midway ends 
Dp 4-6 Japan's expansion 

Aug. 7 U.S. Marines land on 
Guadalcanal 

1943 
May 30 Attu surrenders 
Nov. 1 U.S. troops land on 

Bougainville I. 

Nov. 20 U.S. troops invade 
Tarawa and Makin 

1944 
Jan. 31 U.S. troops attack 

Kwajalein atoll 
Mar. 22 Japanese cross the 

border of India 
Apr. 22 Allied forces land on 

Hollandia . 
June 15 U.S. Marines invade 

Saipan I. 

June U.S. forces win the Battle 
19-20 of the Philippine Sea 

July 21 U.S. troops land on 
Guam I. 

Farthest extent of 
Japanese conquests 

SINKIANG 

TIBET 

RUSSIA 

MONGOLIA 

China invaded ) ,#* t 
July 7,1937 ^ # 4 

CHINA f\ I 

FORMOSA 

JAPAN 

'Okinawa 

BONIN is. 

PHILIPPINE IS. 

Pacific Ocean 

h two Jima -BB 

Wake 1 . 0 • 
MARIANA IS. ! 

<> Saipan-
Tinian Xf-

Peleliu I.CAROLINE IS 

NEW GUINEA 1 9 

•Mi ': 
Guaml.^SHAU. is: 

* 1 / 

MIDWAY I. 

Pearl & 
Harbor™ 

HAWAII IS. 

Farthest extent of 
Japanese conquests 

« i l GILBERT IS. 
SOLOMON IS. * j | ^ 

Guadalcanal 

mij ... 
* 

Tarawa 

NETHERLANDS 
EAST INDIES 

Indian 
Ocean 

Coral Sea 

PHOENIX I 

SAMOA 

& 

AUSTRALIA U.S., JAPANESE CASUALTIES (1939-1945) 
Total 

casualties Dead 

United States* 1,215,954 405,399 
Japan 2,391,736 2,144,507 

'Including the war fighting against the Axis in Europe. 

. : mi 

Wounded 
670,846 
247,229 

Prisoners or 
.missing 

139,709 
unavailable 

i 3 Japanese stages of World War II 

£ 
Pearl Harbor attacked A\ • 
December 1941 - Japan's conquests 
include Indochina, Manchuria and parts 
of China, 

Sept. 
15 

U.S. Marines invade 
Peleliu I. . 

• Oct. 20 U.S. Army forces land 
I on Leyte 

' Oct. U.S. Pacific Fleet crushes 
23-26 the Japanese fleet in the 

Battle for Leyte Gulf 

1945 
Jan. 9 Allied troops invade 

Luzon, Philippines 

Feb. 19 U.S. Marines storm 
I wo Jima I. 

Apr. 1 U.S. troops land on 
Okinawa I. 

Pearl 
Harbor 

Japan's Empire at i ts height 
August 1942 - stretched from the 
Netherlands East Indies to parts of the 
Aleutians. 

Pearl 
Harbor 

Japanese surrender 
August 1945 - When Japan 
surrendered, ending World V ar il, it 
still occupied parts of eastern Asia. 

C D Aug. 6 U.S. drops an atomic 
M bomb on Hiroshima 

W A u g . 9 U.S. drops an atomic 
ED bomb on Nagasaki 

• Aug. 10 Japan opens peace 
negotiations 

• Aug. 14 Japan accepts the Allied 
surrender terms 

• Sept. 2 Japan signs the terms of 
surrender 

• Sept. 12 Japanese troops in 
Southeast Asia surrender 

Sources: Triumph and Tragedy; The World Book Encyclopedia AP/Carl Fox 
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S/SGT. JIM H. ELLIS, son of 
Mrs. Annie Moore, Wilson, Rt. 2, 
and the late Mr. Falcanor Ellis of 
Wilson, Rt. 2, entered the service 
January 1940, and has been 
overseas since' November 1943. 
He is now in France. He married 
the former Norma F. Barnes June 
6, 1948. .They have one daughter 
Melissa Ellis. Mr. Ellis died May 
12,1986. . 

PFC. ARTHUR MOORING, has 
been reported missing in action 
Feb. 9, 1945 in Germany, fie was 
captured by the German's and held 
prisoner until the end of the war. 
He has been overseas since 
November 1944. He entered the 
service May 1944. His wife is the 
former Miss Myrtle Crawford of 
Fremont. He is the son of Mr. and . 
Mrs. Arthur Mooring of Fremont. 
He returned- to Wilson and retired 
in 1987 from NC Employment 
Security Commission after 41 
years of service. 

^Scs-. 

M 

CPL. H. R. GRIFFIN, son of 
Mrs. Russell Griffin, entered the 
service August 1942, and was sent 
overseas to India in February 
1943. Mr. Griffin was a life-long 
resident of Wilson until his death 
April 5, 1988. He was married to 
Mary Frances Griffin, and the 
father of Frances Griffin Buck and 
Robert Griffin of Wilson, and Russ 
Griffin, Lynchburg, Va. He was 
the brother of Mae Griffin 
Shackelford, Wilson. 

CPL. BENSON N. BARNES, 
entered the service September 
1942, and was sent overseas 
January 1944. He is now stationed 
in the French battle area. He 
trained at Camp Hood, Texas. He 
is married to Annie Barnes and 
they have four children; 1st Lt. 
Benson Barnes, Jr., M.Sgt. 
Kimberly Merritt, Brenda Kirby, 
and Lenda Winstead. 

JOHN WILLIAM LAMM, JR., 
GM, 3/c, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
William Lamm, of Black Creek, 
enlisted in the Navy February 
1943, and trained at Bainbridge, 
Md„ Norfolk, Va., and Treasure 
Island, Cal. He was sent overseas 
July 1943, and has been on 
Guadalcanal, New Guinea, and is 
now serving in Saipan. 

EDWARD LEE THlGPEN, S 
1/c, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Thigpen, of Stantonsburg, Rt. 1, 
entered the Navy May 1941, and 
trained at Norfolk, Va. Wearer of 
a Presidential Citation, he has 
served overseas for 21 months and 
is now stationed at Norfolk. He 
was a member of the crew of the' 
famed carrier Hornet when- this 
ship was sunk and a crew member 
on the Henry Byrd when this ship 
was sunk. He was also a member 
of the carrier crew on the day 
Doolittle's men went off to Tokyo. 

™ » v mm 
LT. BRUCE N. CONYERS, Son 
of Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Conyers, 
513 Broughton Street, has been in 
the service for two and a half 
years and overseas since October 
1943. He is now in the Solomon 
Islands. He married the former 
Mary Matthews and they have 
three children. 

PFC. ERNEST CLAY COBB, 
entered the United States Army in 
February 1941.. He had his 
training at Fort Benning, Ga., and 
Camp Blanding, Fla. Participating 
in the invasion of Africa, Private 
Cobb also was in the invasion of 
Sicily. Returning to England in 
the latter part of 1943 he remained 
there until his participation in "D-
Day," invasion of France, where 
he has been since then. Befifre 
entering the service he made his 
home with his foster parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leslie Landin of Wilson. 

CWO J A M E S ( J IM) A. 
BOYKIN, SR., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. H. Boykin of Rock 
Ridge, is now in Germany. He is 
married to the former Francis 
Geraldine "Jerry" Harrington of 
Erwin, NC. He entered the service 
January 8, 1941 and has been 
overseas with the 30th Division 
for 13 months. 

PFC. JESSIE. E. JONES, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Jones of 
Wilson, Rt. 1, entered the service 
January 1943, and in December, 
1943, was sent to England, where 
he is stationed. He has a sister, 
Elsie Jones; a daughter, Jessica 
Twiddy; grandchildren, Tonya 
Keel, Tim Twiddy, Jr.,.and Nevin 
Twiddy, residing in Wilson 
County. 

CPL. L. H. BOYKIN, JR., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Boykin of 
Wilson, entered the service 
September 1942, and was 
stationed in the South Pacific 
September 1943. In the Anti
aircraft Battalion, he served in 
northern Australia, New Guinea, 
Admiralty Islands and the 

" Philippines. 

§ r 

PVT. SELBY ETHERJDGE, has 
notified his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Selby Etheridge, Sr., of Saratoga, 
of his safe arrival in France. Pvt. 
Etheridge has been in the service 
since August. He is with the 
Army's 79th Division. Before 
going overseas he was stationed at 
Wheeling, Ga. He. received six 
Battle Stars while in combat in 
Rhine Crossing, Germany. He 
served two years and was 
promoted to Sergeant. 
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States 

HWY 301S. 

THE 
TRAVEL 
SHOPPE 

201 FOREST HILLS RD. 

291-7616 

Chrysler 

Plymouth 

Jeep 

Eagle 

FURfllTURE 
COPR 

FOREST HILLS ROAD 
WILSON 

1900 S. 
TARBORO ST. 

WILSON 

243-6106 

Shoes & 
Accessories 

Brentwood 
Shopping 

Center 
Wilson, NC 

291-3899 
BEAR 

ALIGNMENT 
CENTER 

2806 Chicken Or. 
(Behind Bill's BBQ) 

MON. - FRI. 7:30 • 5:30 
CLOSED SAT. 

• Front End Alignment 
* Wheel Balancing 

•Tune-Ups 
•Oil Change & Lube 

• Muffler & Brake Repair 
•Tire Truing 

291-5456 

AUTOMATED 
PRINTING 
SERVICE 

114 BEACON ST. 

243-3993 

Wrangler 
CLOTHING 

3363 U.S. HWY N. 

237-6101 

LOYAL 
ORDER. 

OF MOOSE 
#989 

WILSON, NC 

PLUMBING 

WILSON, N.C. 

1919) 

237-9554 
/ ^ 2 \ I t o s e Vista 

Village 

of Wilson 

Sandy Gegax 
Executive Director 

HAYES 

EMBROIDERY 

AND WILSON 

SIGN 

ENGRAVING 

709 S. TARBORO ST. 

WILSON 

GRANTS CAR 
CLEANING 
SVC. INC. 

406E.PENDER.ST. 

WILSON 

243-4967 
COUNTRY 

CHARM 
Gifts 

BRENTWOOD 
SHOPPING 

CENTER 

237-0996 

COMPUTER 
CENTRAL 

362 PARKWOOD 
PLAZA 

243-1398 

3501 Senior Village Lane* 
Wilson, NC 27896 

(919) 243-3186 • 
Fax (919) 243-3187 '•} 

An American Care Community 

BROWN OIL 

CO., INC. 

HWY. 301 S. 
WILSON, NC 

237-0126 
'Serving • Growing 

With Wilson 
Since 1936" 

725 TARBORO ST. 

237-3197 
(Since 1920) 

WILSON 
DONUT SHOP 

Wilson's Best 
Since'52 

FUND RAISING 
PROGRAMS FOR 

SCHOOLS, 
CHURCHES 

526 S. TARBORO 

243-5325 

PARKER'S 
BAR-B-QUE 

2514 U.S. 301 

HWY. 

237-0972 

110 W. BEACON ST. 

291-2141 

EDGERTON 
HEARING 

AID SERVICE 
118 S. 

GOLDSBOROST. 

291-1001 

H A I ^ I F H 
BOWUNG CENTERS 

WESTVIEW 
LANES 

500 W. WARD 
BLVD. 

WILSON, NC 

243-3776 

HWY. 301 

WILSON 

291-3131 
WILSON 

PRINTING 
CO. 

1516 S.W. Ward Blvd. 

243-4684 
(In Service 

For Over 35 Yrs.) 

Diversified 
O P P O R T U N I T I E S , I N C . 

1010 HERRING AVENUE 
- training people with disabilities -
-- serving business and Industry — 

OUR WORKFORCE IS 
READY WILLING, AND ABLED! 

291-0378 

Without your courage, 

freedom would only be a 

dream. Without your sacrifice, 

democracy would only be a 

•si concept. 

ttSsfi. 

GRAYSON'S 
AUTO 

SERVICE 
2810 CHICKEN DR. 

WILSON, NC 

243-7616 

HOURS: 7 - 6 
MON. - FRI. 
7 - 3 SAT. 

237-7610 
1602-A SOUTH 
TARBORO ST 

(Located Between 
NCNBand 

The Wash Works) 

EDWARD'S 

FUNERAL 

HOME 
805 E.Nash St. 

Wilson, NC 

237-2624 

KENLY 

I N C . 

HWY. 301 N. 

KENLY 

284-3123 

SHACKLEFORD 

THOMAS 

YELVERTON 

FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

2704 W. NASH ST. 

WILSON, NC 

C0LEY 

FUNERAL 

HOME, INC. 
102 E. 2ND ST. 

KENLY 

284-3063 
WELLO 

BUTTERCUP 
ICE CREAM & 

YOGURT 
On "Our" 50th 

Anniversary We Would 
Like To Salute Our WW 
II Veterans On "Their" 

50th Anniversary. 

31S S. Douglas St 

243-6161 

ELK'S 
CLUB 

2814 Fieldstream Dr. 

243-6159 

Over 30 Years 
Of Service To 
The Wilson 
Community 

T H E WILSON 

DAILY TIMES 
2001 DOWNING ST. EXT. 

'P.O. BOX 2447 
WILSON 

243-5151 
FAX: 

243-2999 

J.C. HARRIS 
PONTIAC-

CADILLAC-ISUZU 

GOLD PARK 
SHOPPING CENTER 

WILSON, NC 

237-1111 
ELECTRICAL 

EQUIPMENT 

COMPANY 

3003 HORACE 
WATSON RD. 

WILSON 

291-1545 

The Beautiful People 

359 Parkwood Plaza 

(919) 237-7986 

But your spirit and 

dedication has made us an 

enlightened nation plus 

helped to set a good 

example for every future 

generation. 

JOHN 

HACKNEY 

AGENCY, INC. 

608 W. NASH 

WILSON, NC 

291-3111 
WILC0 

WELDING & 
REPAIR, INC. 
2311 Wilco Blvd. 

Wilson, NC 

291-9172 
JUDY BASS 
INSURANCE 

AGENCY 

2403 Wooten Blvd. 

237-9086 

CABLEVISION 

CV1 
INDUSTRIES 

109 PARK AVE. 
WILSON, NC 27893 

CAROLINA 
^ HOME 

CENTER 
605 S. Tarboro St. 

Wilson, NC 

237-0122 

HWY 301 SOUTH 
WILSON, NC 

South's Finest Biscuits 

Have You Had Your 
Break Today? 

276 W. Blvd. 
2802 Raleigh Rd. 

Wilson, NC 

291-3111 
THE SUGAR 

PLUM 
SHOPPE 

117 W. Nash St. 

291-6750 
Brentwood 

Shopping Center 

291-9686 
OWENS 

VIKING 

TIRE 

STORE, 

INC. 
109 W. HINES ST. 

WILSON 

291-2201 

D&J 
J E W E L R Y 

109 S. Goldsboro St. 

243-2617 

AMERICAS 
LP. 

CALL ABOUT 

$200 
REBATE 

When You 
Install A New 
Gas Furnace 

UNCLE TOM'S 
TACKLE SHOP 
4932 Frank Price Ch. Rd. 

Wilson 

243-2267 
The One Stop Fishing 

& Hunting Store 
Tackle & Live Bait 

Available 

Also, Fishing & 
Hunt ing License 

RADIATOR 
REPAIR 

Sales • Service • Repair 
Hwy. 301 South 

Wilson, NC 

291-0953 

400 MAM ST., 

BAILEY 

235-4121 

KELLY 
S E R V I C E S 
2207 W. NASH ST. 

SUITE H 

TEL 243-1707 

FAX # 243-2881 

SHORT'S 
SEWING & 

VAC CENTER 
Repairs to all 

makes & models 
Vacuums & 

Sewing Machines 
We also have 
accessories. 

Best In Town! 

For all your Auction 
& Real Estate Needs 
... EEi lEEEZa 

STONEPHONE 
019)2984200 

STONEFAX 
(919)235-2884 

i BoiMO-XWW Dram St -Btfsf.NCI7M7 

REGENCY 

PLAZA 

FLORIST, 

Wl INC. 
2101 S. Tarboro St. 

291-7579 
(800) 

723-5592 

B&G 
DISTRIBUTORS 

INC 
2693 Forest Hills Rd. 

WILSON 

237-2097 
NEWTON 

INSURANCE 
SERVICE 

109S.RountreeSt. 

Wilson, NC 

237-2020 

http://406E.PENDER.ST

