


Erwin Norman Williams 

Norman Williams was born in Boardman, North Carolina, on February 11, 1921. His 

parents were Henry Eli Williams and Ila Merritt Williams. His step mother was Mattie 

Davenport Williams. As a child his family moved to Wilson, North Carolina in the1920s. 

Norman attended Charles L. Coon High School in Wilson. As were so many, he was a 

carrier for the Wilson Daily Times. He enlisted in the United States Marine Corps on 

I4JulyI942. Prior to his entry into the Marines he had been a truck driver mainly hauling 

equipment. He served in the Marine Corps until his discharge at Camp Lejeune on 

lONovember1945. During the war Norman served aboard the USS Monticello (AP61) 

from 19November1942 until 16December1944. He was discharged at Camp Lejeune on 

lONov1945. He qualified as a rifle marksman on 22Augustl942. He also was qualified as 

a light machine gun crewman. His principal duty on the Monticello was as a light 

machine gun crewman. A fellow Wilsonian, Grady Barnes, related to my brother Carl an 

experience he had when he was being transported aboard the Monticello. On ship he 

encountered a group of men gathered around where someone was playing a trumpet. 

When he got close enough he recognized the trumpet player as Norman. 

The ship on which he served the, USS Monticello, was built in 1928 as a cruise liner the 

Conte Grande by Stabilimento Tecnico, Triestine, Trieste, Italy; as an Italian-flag ship, 

interned in Brazil at the opening of World War II; purchased 16 April 1942 by the United 

States; and commissioned the same day in Brazil, Capt. Morton L. Deyo in command. 



Monticello sailed north for conversion to a transport at Philadelphia, completed 10 

September 1942. She left New York 2 November for the invasion of North Africa, 

carrying troops to Casablanca. Returning to New Yorlc, she sailed again 25 December, 

carrying men for the various commands of the China-Burma-India Theater to Karachi, by 

way of the Panama Canal, Australia, and Ceylon. 

The transport returned to New York 24 April 1943, carried reinforcements to Oran on 

two voyages, then sailed from Africa to San Francisco by way of the Panama CanaL 

Through the fIrst half of 1944 she carried men from San Francisco to Californian ports, 

Australia, Hawaii and the burgeoning bases of the South PacifIc. In June 1944 she began 

the fIrst of a series of transatlantic voyages bringing men to win victory in Europe. 

After the war Norman lived with his family for a time in Roxboro, North Carolina, where 

he met and married Edna Earle Newton on December 23, 1949. From Roxboro Norman 

returned to Wilson. There his three daughters were born: twins Linda and Brenda in 1952 

and Sharon in 1959. Norman and Edna lived the remainder of their lives in Wilson where 

Norman worked again driving trucks as a deliveryman as well as being engaged in his 

own small business operation running a service to clean fIre and smoke damaged homes 

and businesses. Norman and Edna served as foster parents and Norman also served a 

number of churches as a lay pastor. They both died on July 27, 1980, when they were 

murdered. 

Submitted by: Bill Williams 





AP-61 onticelo 

~ a.gl~~tLlnt~ Ut1!!lo OO~: 
November - Alpha - Bravo - Tango 

NABT 

Awards, Citations and Campaign Ribbons 

j l~t ! · 

p~ or awards is rrom top to bottom, Idl to rig .. t 
Top Row - Ameri<:an Campaign Medal 

Bottom Row - Europe-Africa-Middle East Campaign Medal (I) - Asiatic-Pacific Campaign MedaI - World War 11 Victory Medal 

Monticello Class Transport: 
• Built in 1928 as SS Conte Grande at Stabilimento Tecnico, Triestine, Trieste, Italy 
• Launched, 28 June 1927 
• Interned in Brazil at the opening of World War II 
• Purchased by the US government, 16 April 1942 
• Commissioned USS Monticello (AP-61), 16 April 1942, CAPT Morton L. Deyo, 
USN. 
• Converted to for Naval Transport at Philadelphia 
• During World War II MonticeUo served in both the European and Asiatic Theaters and 
participated in the following campaign: 

orth African occupation 
Algeria-Morocco landings, November 1942 

• Operated by a Coast Guard crew after 6 August 1945 
• Decommissioned, 22 March 1946, at Norfolk, V A. 
• Transferred to the War Shipping Administration of the Maritime Commission, 27 May 
1946 
• Returned to the Italian government in June 1947 
• Refitted6 for commercial service, name reverted to SS Conte Grande reflagged Italian 
• Final Disposition, broken up for scrap at La Spezia, Italy in 1961 
• Monticello earned one battle star for World War II service 



SpecificatiOllS: 
Disp/Ju:ement 25,000 t. 
Lengtlr 651' 10" 
Beam 72' 6" 
Draft 26' 7" 
Speed 20.5 kts. 
Complement 683 
Troop Accommodations 

556 officers 
6,334 enlisted 
Cargo Capacity 37,400 cubic feet 
Armament 
one single 5"/38 dual purpose gun mount 
six single 3 "/50 dual purpose gun mounts 
sixteen single 20mm AA gun mounts 
four.30 Machine guns 
Propulsion Parsons' type turbine; 24,000 SHP; twin propellers 

USS Monticello 



The following excerpts were taken from the internet to illustrate how life must have 
been aboard the USS Monticello: 

A Little Wine 
and Lots of Trouble 
By Bill Gallagher 
As we were landing in Oran from the 
USS Monticello, one hell of an air raid 
was taking place. The anti-aircraft fire 
was terrific. One of the guys in the 
group said "Oh boy - look at all the 
fireworks, 1 guess the war is over." 1 
said 1 guess the burning of a tanker 
and supply ships was accidental due 
to the fireworks. We soon found out 
the war was very much alive. After 
moving into a safe area in a few days 
we started training for Sicily, in a town 
near the beach called Zeraldo. After a 
few weeks we moved into an Arab 
town pronounced "OS 1 BEN OK BA'. 
I'm not sure of the spelling but it 
should be close. 

***** 

1 crossed on the ship in late 1944. 1 left from Camp Shanks in New York. 1 was roomed 
on the sports deck across from the lounge which was off limits to the enlisted personnel. 1 
landed at Liverpool and was destined to be a replacement in the 2nd Infantry Indianhead 
Division, 23 rd Regiment (in the First Army). 1 was in the Battle of the Bulge. There's a 
good book by Charles McDonald who was a company commander in the 23rd

, but 1 was 
in a different company. The book title is "Company Commander" and the author also 
wrote/compiled "Time for Trumpets" which is more comprehensive of the ETO. 1 came 
back on the U.S.S. Monticello and the troops were welcomed back by Marlene 
Deitrich,the actress. Harold E. Swagerty 

***** 

The 48th Evac. Hospital was activated as a unit from the Rhode Island Hospital on 
September 1, 1942 and left for India on January 20, 1943, aboard the USS Monticello 
with the 20th General Hospital of Philadelphia and the 76th Evac. Hospital of Los 
Angeles General Hospital. Arrived at Bombay on March 4 and all three hospital units 
were sent to Ledo. Some of our unit stayed at Ledo while a larger group was sent to 
Ramgarh, the training center for Chinese troops. Reunited with the Ledo group in June 
1944 and moved to Myitkyina in October for the remainder of the war. 



In January 1944, the division left for Louisiana Maneuvers to practice tactics, 
coordination and teamplay. When they left Louisiana, they were ready to face the enemy 
on his own ground. They soon got their chance. Early on the morning of September 5, 
1944, the division left Boston harbor on board the U.S.S. Monticello bound for 
Cherbourg. 

***** 

Excerpt from a company log: 



LIFE ABOARD A TROOP TRANSPORT 

Today, cruise ship companies vie with each other to build ever bigger and more luxurious 
liners, many of which can comfortably accommodate 3,000 tourists and vacationers. In 
1944, the US Army employed a ship which shuttled between the States and Europe with 
up to 7,000 aboard, albeit not quite in the luxury modem passengers take for granted. My 
personal experience with the US Army Transport (USAT) George Washington began on 
the night of 5 October 1944 at the Port of New York. 

My buddies and I from the 100th Infantry Division had traveled from Camp Kilmer, New 
Jersey by train to the ferry that took us to the New York Port of Embarkation. We were 
herded like cattle, struggling under the weight of 100 pound duffel bags, packs with bed 
roils, rifles and steel helmets into a gaping hole in the side of the towering ship. In the 
dark of night required for operational security, we never did get a look at her before 
boarding. 

Once we had climbed the gangway and gotten aboard, each of us simply followed the 
man in front of us through a maze of hatches and companionways until we reached our 
assigned area. This consisted of a forest of steel pipes supporting canvas strips stretched 
tightly with ropes. Each "hammock" was approximately two feet wide by six feet long, 
and was strung about two feet from the "hammock" above. These hammocks were tiered 
three high and the man on the uppermost one stared into a tangle of pipes immediately 
above his face. The men below had to contend with the indentation made by the bodies of 
the men above them, and each had to adjust his position to provide adequate clearance. 

Aisles between the hammocks were extremely narrow and packed with duffel bags and 
gear, so we were constantly climbing over something. Our deck was just below the 
waterline, so we had no portholes and the ventilation was far less than adequate for the 
number of men in that confmed space. 

We weighed anchor on 6 October and sailed for an unknown port: security requirements 
prevented us from being apprised of our destination before we set sail. Many of us would 
never return. 

The almost 7,000 souls aboard the George Washington joined a convoy often other 
troopships. 

Our convoy, designated UFG-15B, carried the over l3,000 men of the 100th Infantry 
Division and a similar number from the 103d Infantry Division from the New York Port 
of Embarkation to Marseilles in eight transports, escorted by five combatant vessels. 

***** 



Our ship was the USS Monticello. We were on F Deckjust as low as you could be. A few 
more of our units was on our ship. The rest was on the other ships. There were 5 troop 
ships and about 35 cargo ships. The range was 12 to 15 knots per hour according to one 
of the sailors. About three days out we hit a terrible storm which slowed us down to 9 
knots. 
The troops were packed in so close we hardly had room to move. All we could do was 
stay in our bunk and read. We were allowed on deck about 2 hours a day for 2 hours each 
time. For next two days the storm was so bad we had to stay below. The smoking was so 
bad you couldn't breathe. 
We ate two meals a day which was very little for most of us. The ones that were sick 
didn't even eat. We were allowed two candy bars from the PX each day. 
We had to take 2 more typhus shots and 2 shortarms while on the boat. 

Most of the men were reading, playing cards or playing guitar and singing 
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