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Mr John Hackney 
1120 Watson Dr NW 

Wilson, NC 27893-2434 
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' Dear John: 
, . 
t L • 

I am really ashamed to admit that, until , now) , 
, I haven't written in answer 'to your last 'letter, and , 
worst of all, I haven,It thanked you for the copies of , ', 
Tar. and ~ Feathers which 10':1 sent me. Believe- me, th~y " . • ' 
iDade ;a;:a;~lete rounds. of the quarters" and were " 
really' more welcome than I e&D' posslblr s~. I felt 
as though. I were right back at "th~ Hill", -.hUe J , read" 
them. "Harry '8", II Aggie t. s" and the II BloociT B1.1eket I' 
.all marched by in co~ort~ sequence, just as ,I remember ' 
them. I was touched by the thought' that Gimghoul is 
no 16n&er aCCessJble as the, most con~eni~t and sought­
af'te J' Wight"-S}>Qt ' in the vic.inity'. . Too, oo.d fQT," all the 
Guys "n' Gal~ in God' IS cOuntry. .',.' 

,Even though 1 realize that things, must be very 
muoh changed at home, I still envy you all the privelege 
of just Being- t 'here. Apd 'r sincerely , hope that you ~y 
not have to leave for a long time. att', wQ.en the ' time 
comes for you fellows to enter the Services, be, sUre < 

' that you get commissi~l'ls. Tl1e only wv:," ·Lassure you~ 
'Not ' th~t,. ·1 am dissatisi',led with nrs 10t':'.1m the contrary" 
I ' feel that lam :extre~~y fQrt,unate in being s~at~oned , " 
here, even as an lIenlisted man1l • ' But there a~ so many 
restrict5f>ns, so mapy: "don'ts" and "c'an 't~" ~hat at :t~s 
1 becp~e quite , discouraged. . " 

-, ' 

I ~.. , ...". ~ . 

~. lEy WO~, though, unimportant mUle ,t.otfal Scgeme' ',. ' 
'of Things.; , dges ha~ its ' local re s pons~b111iiea. . 'Qf co~~e 
'this "f.'act · does hell(J .:.me to, feel that; after' all, I : run iioiQg 
soinething '~tQward the .War Effort. ,I keep' track of the .. ',' 
Pay Roll arid -acbounts of ali t 'he' Officers and -~n on ' the ' 

. " • ...1 

statiDn, and with the new Pay Bills, cl1ange.g ' in ranks and 
'ratings, on top of the i,onnally complicated Navy Pay System, 
I am kept pretty busy~ ' Long hours and steady. ,wprk are 

t 
cOr.tpensated by the swift palJsage of time, so things are 
not going too badly. 

, 
You probably ·have heard about Robert I S acquiring 

A~ Air Corps Wings and a Bride all during the same week. 
We have been expecting ,the latter for a long time, and the 

, entire family is very much plea~ed. I don tt know whether 
you have met Bettie or not, but I'm sure you would like her 
a lot. She will really make' Robert a wonderful wife. 
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I am writing this letter in the Office and on 
Uncle Sam's time ( as 'well as on his paper' and his type­
writer). There are plenty of things to be none, but ~ 
somehow I just can't keep my mind on business this morning; 
old memories keep reaprearing-- faces, _narnes, indicents-- . 
all of them pleasant, ·and ~ost of' them, amusing. The. struggle 
over' Debutante Marshals, for instance, and Uargaret Gold's 
inimitable parties (especially the after-the-dance affairs, 
when VIe, all congregated at the table to finish the-' 'remaining 
refreshments and to make bright remarks at one another). 
Alr these things are only me~ories now, but I keep hoping 
that the time wont be too long before we may all resume 
our good ti.llW3 s. -

, . . , . 
: The morning is almost over, so I'll have ·to 

close 8)1ortly and go to lunch. I haventt gott.en any work 
done, but I .certainly have J;11anaged t 'o' write 'a ,- lot of ' 
letters. 

write again as soon as ' you can, and: help keep 
me 'posted on all the 'events at home • . I'll try next time 
to be more punctual in my reply. , 

Please give my very best 'regards to your Mother 
arid Father, to II Eo" 'and Mary Hunter., and of course to all 
the crowd. Take ca'I'e of yourself and let me know of your 
plans. 

'Best Wishes, Always, 

SK2c USNR 
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