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You are in the unique position of being able to help 
shape the course of that study by your willingness to attend 
the workshops, tape interviews for the study, offer old 
photographs or documents to be copied, or identify people in 
your community, congregation or organization who can share 
information with us You can also be a public relations person 
for the project by telling others about it and encouraging 
them to participate. 

The workshops will be free of charge but we are asking 
that participants in the hands-on training sessions make a 
commitment to interview several people for the study. On May 
27, 1989, a public forum will be held at St. Augustine's 
College to discuss the contributions of the oral histories to 
the study. After that the tapes and their written transcripts 
will be deposited in the Molly Houston Lee collection at the 
Richard B. Harrison Library. 

The oral history project has been funded by a grant from 
the North Carolina Humanities Council and matched with funds 
by the City of Raleigh, the Historic Properties Commission and 
donated services of the African American Studies Committee. 

We hope that you will become as excited and as hopeful as 
we are about the possibilities of the project and the 
celebration of our own historic communities! Thank you for 
your support . 

The African American Studies Committee 
Raleigh Historic Properties Commission 

Dr. Carl DeVane, Chairman 
Mrs. Margaret Lightner Hayes 

Mrs. Bernetta Pullen 
Mrs. Margaret Rose Murray 

Miss Vivian Irving 
Mrs. Margie S. Haywood 

Mr. Everett B. Ward, Vice-chairman 



Oral History of Raleigh's African American Communities 
Workshop Series Beginning Feb. 18, 1989 

The Raleigh Historic Properties Commission will be 
sponsoring a series of community-based oral history workshops 
beginning Feb. 18, at Shaw University. Registration for all 
four sessions will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Learning Resource 
Center with the program starting at 9:30 a.m. Dr. Beverly 
Jones, NC Central professor of history who co-chaired an oral 
history project on Durham's tobacco workers, will speak on the 
use of oral histories in the study of black history. 
Subsequent workshops are as follows: 

#2 - Feb. 25, 9:30 a.m. - St. Augustine's College Library 
Speaker: Dr. Fred Parker - Black history in antebellum NC 

#3 - Mar. 5, 2:00 pm - Oak City Baptist Church - 608 Method Rd 
Speaker: Dr. Carl DeVane - Raleigh's Black Communities 

#4 - Mar. 12, 2:00 pm - Wilson Temple - 1023 Oberlin Rd. 
Speaker: Mr. Kip Wright - Significant Architecture and 
Sites in Raleigh's Black Communities 

After each lecture there will be a hands-on oral history 
training session led by Ms. Claudia Egelhoff who co-directed 
the Durham tobacco workers project with Dr. Jones. The 
purpose of these sessions is to teach standard oral history 
techniques so that participants will be able to interview 
their friends and family members who live in the historic 
black neighborhoods. The tapes and transcripts of those 
interviews will become part of the Molly Houston Lee 
Collection at the Richard B. Harrison Library. 

The lectures and training sessions are open and free to 
the public and may be of special interest to those wishing to 
learn more about Raleigh's black communities and their 
preservation. The workshop series will culminate in a public 
forum at St. Augustine's auditorium on May 27, 1989 followed 
by an exhibition of transcripts and photographs. 

This project has been funded in part by a grant of the 
North Carolina Humanities Council matched by the City of 
Raleigh as part of its effort to study the architectural and 
historical significance of Raleigh's black communities. The 
North Carolina Humanities Council is a foundation supported by 
federal tax funds and private gifts whose purpose is to 
encourage and assist public education activities in the 
humanities for adults. 

For more information contact: 

Terri Myers, Director - 836-1976 
Raleigh's Roots: An Oral History of 
Raleigh's African American Communities 


