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“Now may the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing,
that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

Romans 15: 13

William Pretty, Jr. walked in the
principle of stewardship which 1s
God’s plan to fulfill our lives so that
we will abound having all our needs
met and meet the needs of others.
William Pretty, Jr., excelled in this principle. He ended his walk on Sunday,

September 28, 2003 at UNC Hospital in Chapel Hill, North Carolina at the age of
fifty-nine years.

He was the first child born to William Pretty, Sr., and the late Lovie Pretty of
Raleigh, North Carolina on November 11, 1943. His entire life was devoted t0

Spiritual, family, civic, academic and political endeavors.

As a young lad, he became a member of First Baptist Church, Raleigh, North
Carolina, where he actively participated in Christian youth training. This early

training helped to cultivate his philanthropic character that established the standard
for his vision for life.

He was a graduate of J.W. Ligon High School Raleigh, North Carolina. After
graduation, he matriculated at Shaw University, Raleigh, North Carolina, receiving
a.Bachelor of Science Degree. While attending the university, he met and married
his .long-time companion, Mildred Southerland, whom he referred to as “Mill.” To
their union, two sons were born, Reginald Fitzgerald and Furney Lavone. Later
they became the proud grandparents of three beautiful granddaughters; Gabriella,
Alexondria, and Isabella. They were the “apple of Bill’s eye.”

The Pretfys moved to Sanford, North Carolina in 1978 to open the first McDonald’s on

Horner Boulevard. Later, a second store was opened on Spring Lane. As a McDonald’s
éntrepreneur, Bill’s name became a household word.

Bill had a special rapport with young people and always went out of his way to nurture
them. His motto was, “The work experience, no matter how short is very valuable.” To
Support his motto, even when overstaffed, young people were employed at McDonald’s.
He served as a mentor for youth at local elementary schools.

In the Sanford Community/Lee County, altruistic endeavors were well-known through
the Fuel Fund for the Elderly, Headstart, Disaster Relief Fund and many church functions.

In addition to his charitable contributions, he was active politically.

Because ofhis long-term commitment to education and humanitarian endeavors, he was
selected to be a member of the Board of Trustees of Shaw University, and on November

22,2002, an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters was bestowed upon him.

He was a faithful steward of First Calvary Baptist Church from the time he moved to the
Sanford Community until his passing away. Bill was active in the Sunday School, Bible
Study and regular worship. He served as Vice-Chairman of the trustee board and a member
ofthe Benevolent, Finance and Budget Committees. Being proud of both Shaw University
and his church, Bill’s latest undertaking was to implement “Shaw Day” at the church
Scheduled for October 19, 2003. This project will provide scholarships and grants-in-aid

for underprivileged students wanting to study at Shaw.

Bill was a true humanitarian in his walk as a steward. His love for mankind and his
outreaching personality created many valuable and long-lasting relationships with all people.

Left to cherish precious memories are his father, William Pretty, Sr.; wife, Mildred
Southerland Pretty; two sons, Reginald F. and his wife Antress, Furney and his wife Mary
Beth; three grandchildren, Gabriella, Alexondria, and Isabella; one brother, Milton Pretty;
three sisters, Glenda Wilkins, Vanessa Dunn and Beverlyn Pretty; a beloved mother-in-
law, Geneva Southerland; brothers-in-law, David Southerland (Laurinda); Erwin
Southerland (J ackie), and William Southerland ( Brenda); sister-in-law Martha Southerland

Waymon (Joe) and a host of nieces, nephews and friends.
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“U Fuibute to. Bill”

For some day d
You’ll hear m ame,

I loved you then andIlove yOu NOW.

~ Mill ~

Jo. Our Faps!

What do we say? As your sons, we love you. You were an excellent
\ example of what a father should be. Perfect... no, but a very loving father
! Who always cared, taught and provided for his sons. You taught us to be
i Proud of who we are, to care for Momma, to look out for family, to help
and to be kind to others, to work hard and to be excellent.
You enjoyed life and taught us that we should too.
While we didn’t always talk, the silence did not seperate the connections
we had. I have come to know and understand that it is not what is said,
but the actions taken that speak the loudest. And to that end, your loving
voice is still being heard today. Pops, you made everything better just
knowing you were there listening, directing, advising, and in the end, we
knew everything was going to be alright. The impacts you made and are
making are immeasurable. You have left a tremendous legacy that we
will carry on so your efforts will not be in vain.
Thank You For Being Our Pops.
We could not have asked God for a better father here on this earth.
" The Bible says in Proverbs 17:6,
that the “...glory of children is their fathers.”

I want you to know that you were our glory.

Your Loving Sons,

Reginald and Fuiney
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Ga Owe Beloved Sen, Brother & Uncle

“For whatever was thus written in former days was written for
our instruction, that by [our steadfast and patient] endurance
and the encouragement [drawn] from the Scriptures we might
hold fast to and cherish hope. Now may the God who supplies
encouragement, grant us all to live in such full sympathy with
one another, in accord with Christ Jesus. That together we may
[unanimously] with united hearts and one voice, praise and glority

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ [The Messiah] 24

Romans 15:4-5, Amplified Bible

William we praise and glorify God for allowing you to be
in our lives and family for a season.

And we thank you for the final assurance and instruction to:

“Tell Them All That It’s Alright”

~ Geneva Southerland and Family ~

We Love You GrandPa..

~ Your Pretty PrincesSes ~

Gabriella, Alexondria & Isabella

FroM DADDY AND SIBLINGS

Although we loved you dearly,

a golden heart stop
Your hard working ha

God broke our hearts to prove
we’ll always

we could not make you stay...

ped beating,
nds put to rest.
to us, he only takes the best.

love you!

Daddy,

Sisters and

Brother

N Nell-- BB
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: 1i)ctor of. Humane Letters, Shaw Univers
Thaw University Board of Trustees o
e Board of Associates, Meredith Colle
ge

The Board of Visi
| 1s1tors, Shaw Unj '
N niversity Divinity Sch
i D;::z:zrs, Lee County Industrial Corpo(;;)gion
r
S, Lee County Parks and Recreation Foundation

The Treasurer
of the National
Black M )
A Board Member of the Sanford YMCAC i adkan ol

A Board Memb
er of Provisi
A Paul : ons Academy, S
< Ha.ms Fellow of the Sanford R y, Sanford, NC
mega Psi Phi Faternity SEACID

A Member of the Budget Comm;
A Member of the Fi | MI.t tee, First Calvary Baptist C
A Member of the leclr;arr;i (Iiommﬂtee, First Calvary BaII)DtiSt Cl;:ll;'zl;l
A Board Member of the I cague, First Calvary Baptist Church
Chairperson and a Board 1\?{6 ey el Airport Authority
A Member of the Council ember of the Sanford Housing Authority
A Member of the Sanford of Effective Actions and Decisions
A Member of the Sanfo Democratic Party Executive Committ

rd Masonic Lodge # 101 =

A Strong Su
pporter of the Boys and Girls Club of Sanford

William Pretty, Jr.
- A MAN OF SUCCESS

A man who lived well,
laughed often and loved much;

A man who gained the respect

of intelligent men
and the love of children;

A man who has filled his niche
and accomplished his task;

who leaves the world better
than he found it

whether through his wisdom or
his leadership;

A man

A man who never lacked
appreciation of earth’s beauty
or failed to express it;

A man who looked for the best

in others
and gave the best he had.




Fonoray Fallbearers

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity

Uctive Falllearers
Sanford Masenic Lodge # 101

Flaral Pearers

Fhe M.E. Singletary Missicnarny
Ghe Lillie Ufins Missionary
TN : e

e Ghe Nannie Johinsan Missicnary
#/ | Jnterment %

Lee Memory Gardens, Inc.
Fawliins Uvenue

Sanford, Noath Carolina

“Jn Guatitude”

We are filled with gratitude for your cutpouring expressions of bove and concern.
Ga these of you whe have traveled miles to.shaxe in this eulogistic sewice-we thank you.
* Jo these of you wha participated in this sewice-we thank you.

Gaon the flowens, the contributions to the scholarnship fund for Shaw University,
tﬁetdepﬁmmw%,tﬁeﬁwd,tﬁewbuo,yammmm,wpmgww-wetﬁwzﬁgw,
Fon each act of kindness stown. May God nichly bless you all!
~ Fhe Family of William Pretty, Jr. ~

Pralessional Sewices Entuusted Jo.
She Oniginal
Fonton Funeral Fome, Inc.

604 South Ftorner Boulevard
Sanford, Nowth Carolina 27330

Office (919) 774-9455 » Fax (919) 774-5527




