
A rose once grew where aCC could, see 

Sheltered heside a garden wall 

And, as the days past swiftly by 

It spread its branches, straight and tall 

One day, a beam of light shone through 

A crevice that had opened wide 

The rose bent gently toward its warmth 

Then passed beyond to the other side 

Now, you who deeply feel the loss 

Be comforted, the rose blooms there 

It's beauty even greater now 

Nutured by God's own loving care.
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Order of Service

Processional
Clergy and Family

Selection
Choir

Scripture
Old Testament: Elder Janelle Strickland Springs 

Granddaughter

New Testament: Elder Arnold Headen

Prayer of Consolation
Elder Edward Clark

Chairman of the Board of Elders WNCD

Solo
Elder Mary Jackson

Remarks
Bishop Elijah Williams 

President of the United Holy Church,Inc.

Bishop Elroy Lewis
President of the Western N.C. District

Tribute
Elder David T. Strickland

Acknowledgement & Condolences
Rev. C. D. Obie

The Obituary
Read Silently

Solo
Elder Samuel B. Obie

Eulogy
Elder Samuel B. Obie

Special Selection
"Missing You"

Committal

Recessional

~ Interment-
Holy Trinity Church Cemetery

Obituary

Harriett Rosetta Graves Strickland was born into this world 

on March 28, 1922 to Augusta Marsh Graves and George 

Graves. She was the 6th of 12 children. She received her 

education in the Randolph and Chatham County School 

System. She later strived to complete her education by 

attending CCCC in Siler City to obtain her GED.

t
She was united in holy matrimony to Elder David Samuel 

Strickland on July 15, 1945. This union was blessed with five 

children, two of which preceded her in death. This marriage, 

ordained by God lasted for 57 years and could only be severed 

by the hand of death which claimed the life of Elder David 

Samuel Strickland on July 16, 2003. One of the many 

highlights that portrayed their love and devotion to each other 

was a 50th wedding celebration that included their renewal of 

vows in a full marriage ceremony at Faith Gospel Tabernacle 

United Holy Church, Durham,NC. This event was laden with 

family members in the wedding party and officiated by two of 

their best friends Bishop Elijah Williams and Elder Robert Siler, 

who were also looked upon as family.

Holy Trinity United Holy Church has served as her home 

church for the greater part of her life. She joined at a early age 

and upon her husband's retirement from pastoring they both 

returned to attend services there on a regular basis until a 

decline in health prevented them from participating. Rosetta 

loved the Lord and she loved going to church. She loved to 

fellowship and minister to the young new wives and mothers in 

the churches she serviced.

She served as "The First Lady" of Margaret's Chapel United 

Holy Church, Staley, NC ,for 22 years; Alston Chapel United 

Holy Church, Pittsboro, NC for 26 years , and Faith Gospel 

Tabernacle United Holy Church, Durham, NC for 18 years.

Mother Strickland's house was known for its open door 

hospitality. Delegates, student-teachers, and ministers alike 

found it a place to call home while attending church

conferences, unions, or working on their bachelor's 

degree in education. No one was ever turned away and 

they definitely didn't leave hungry. Between Mother 

Strickland and her husband "Dave" as she called him, 

their stomachs and souls were fed. She was famously 

known for her great cooking skills (those luscious cakes 

especially), as well as her talent for sewing. She was an 

artist with a sewing needle. There wasn't a garment she 

couldn't alter to any exact specification.

She was employed as a seamstress by A. J. Schneirson 

for many years. Prior to working there she worked at the 

Siler City Poultry Plant. Not only did she raise her own 

children but she also served in a domestic position for 

several doctors, Dr. Earl and Dr. Patman helping to rear 

their children as well. She was the mother of Sears 

Street in that her yard was where you could almost 

always find the children of the neighborhood playing 

along with her own.

Her memory and footprints will be cherished for life by 

two sons, David T. Strickland, Greensboro,NC, Henry 

Franklin Strickland (Anna) Asheboro,NC, one daughter, 

Tammie Strickland-Jordan (Ben) Siler City,NC,three 

sisters, Maudestine Brower,Louise Jordan, Betty Staley, 

all of Siler City, NC; one brother, James V. Graves, 

Philadelphia, PA; eleven grandchildren, Armecia, 

Treiston, Dominique, Janelle, Derrick, Danielle, 

Maurice, DeAnna, Javoski, Keith and Pete. Sixteen 

great-grandchildren;a host of in-laws,nieces,nephews 

,cousins,god-children and friends.

I am Home in Heaven Dear Ones 

Oh so Happy and so Bright 

There is Perfect Joy and Beauty 

In this Everlasting light.

All the Pain and Grief is over 

Every Restless Tossing Passed 

I am now at Peace Forever 

Safely Home in Heaven At Last!


