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Aforr/i Carolina Central University

Durham, North Carolina

Friday June 10 

and

Saturday June 11, 1994

This conference is funded prunarily by a grant from the North 

Carolina Humanities Council, and in part by the 

Mary Duke Biddle Foundation.



JOURNE1 

How Women's Stor 

Schedule

All events will take place at Nc

in Durhs

FRIDAY, JUNE ID 

7:00-9:00 pm 

OPENING READINGS

Free and Open to the Public (no registration necessary)

B.N. Duke Auditorium

Elaine Goolsby 

author, Letters in a Bottle 

Jaki Shelton Green

poet, Dead On Arrival, playwright Blue Opal 

MaryKratt

poet The Only Thing 1 Fear Is a Cow and a Drunken Man 

Agnes McDonald 

journal anthologist, Journey Proud 

Angie Nevarez, poet 

Laura Valtorta 

novelist, Family Meal

Book signing and sale to follow

SATURDAY, JUNE 41 

8:15-9:00 am

Registration check-in (Participants must pre-register)

Farrison-Newton Building

9:00-10:30 am 

OPENING PANEL

Women's Writing in Historical Context

10:45 am-12:15 pm 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

"Letters as Window on the Past,

Missives to the Future"

"Childbirth Narratives:

Reclaiming the Experience"

"The Authentic Voice:

Transformation Through Journal Keeping"

"Truth, Masks, and Change:

The Journal as Literary Construct"

"Finding Our Mothers' Gardens"



Y PROUD:

•ies Speak the World 

of Events

orth Carolina Central University 

iam, N.C.

12:15-1:15 pm 

Lunch Break

1:30-2:15 pm

KEYNOTE ADDRESS by Mary Carter Smith 

"Women as Storytellers1*

Mary Carter Smith is a modem griot (African folklorist) whose 

career was inspired by the emergence of the Black cultural 

expression of the 1960s. Her extensive repertoire of stories, 

poems and dramatic sketches has been developed through a 

recollection of experiences drawn from her native Birmingham, 

Alabama, from towns in Kentucky, West Virginia, Ohio, and 

from Baltimore, Maryland, where she currently resides. In 

addition to storytelling, Mary Carter Smith is a teacher, writer, 

and television and radio personality.

2:30-4:15 pm

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Storytelling Our Future: 

Preserving Oral Tradition"

"Behind the Veil:

Documenting African American Life in the Jim Crow South"

Fencing In, Walling Out:

Women Writers Expressing Social Divisions"

Letters as Windows on the Past, Missives to the Future"

Childbirth Narratives: 

Reclaiming the Experience"

The Authentic Voice:

Transformation Through Journal Keeping"

4:30-5:30 pm 

OPEN READ ALOUD

Participants are invited to share some of their own writing, to 

read from a favorite piece written by someone else, or to tell a 

story- Bring your story or poem and sign up to read at the 

registration tables.



About the conference . . • Journey Proud: How Women's Stories Speak the

World encourages participants to examine racial, cultural, and personal histories in order to come to a greater 

understanding of how heritage influences self definition. We take our title from the forthcoming anthology Journey 

Proudy edited by Agnes McDonald and published by Carolina Wren Press. According to McDonald, "journey 

proud" describes the exhilaration of traveling, the rush of preparation, and the satisfied exhaustion of arrival.

Those same feelings accompany women’s journey from observer to narrator.

About the panels, speakers, and workshops . . .

WOMEN'S WRITING IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

As early as Colonial America, women like Ann Bradstreet, Elizabeth 

Ashbridge and Sarah Kemble Knight were writing about their 

everyday lives in journals, letters, and poetry. These early writers 

are foremothers to later women who also shape their art around 

personal issues such as family stress, poverty, abuse, the lack of 

education for women and discrimination against women writers. The 

panel will discuss these themes, especially as they apply to the 

personal writing of working class women, black and white, of the 

piedmont Carolinas. Panelists: Alice Eley Jones, Stagville State 

Historic Site; Diane Jones, English Dept., NCSU; Mary Kratt, poet 

and non-fiction writer.

WORKSHOPS (offered in both morning & afternoon sessions)

W-l Letters as Windows on the Past, Missives to the Future 

Workshop participants will discuss letters as a window on private 

lives influenced by public issues. By examining how the letters reveal 

their social context, participants will be made more conscious of their 

own letter writing as revelation for themselves and a glimpse of the 

past for future generations.
Workshop Leaders: Ginny Daley, Women's Studies Archivist, 

Special Collections Library, Duke University: Elaine Goolsby, author

W-2 Childbirth Narratives: Reclaiming the Experience 

Because modem childbirth is often a process described by medical 

people in medical terms, the mother’s voice often gets muted. This 

workshop will help women reclaim their experiences and their voices 

by examining the language they use and reinstating them as voices of 

comfort and authority.

Workshop Leader: Deborah Hooker, NCSU

W-3 The Authentic Voice: Transformation Through Journal 

Keeping
Keeping a journal can create new meaning out of personal history, 

traumas and triumphs. A detailed memoir, story, poem or 

meditation—when shared—can be seen as universally human, often 

empowering. Participants will engage in a brief writing exercise, 

followed by an analysis that points to the authentic voice created and 

the power of narrative to reveal identity.
Workshop Leader: Ruth Messenger, Duke Continuing Education

PANEL DISCUSSIONS
P-1 Truth, Masks, and Change: The Journal as literary Construct 

A panel of women whose journal writing appears in Journey Proud, 

will discuss their reactions to the notion that journal writing s primary 

importance is to construct a self. Do journal writers intentionally 

construct a self? What is the role of truth-telling in journal writing? 

What role does rereading play in the process of self-knowledge?

Moderator: Agnes McDonald, poet and anthologist 

Panelists: Stella Cook, Gloriana Locklear, and Sally Sullivan

P-2 Finding Our Mothers' Gardens

Inspired by Alice Walker's well-known essay, this panel will show 

how women writers look to their mothers' specifically female 

experiences in differing cultures for order and meaning in their own 

lives and writing. Panelists from differing ethnic backgrounds, who 

have written about their mothers and grandmothers, will describe 

their own explorations and encourage discussion of how ethnic 

heritage nourishes and shapes our self-definition.

Moderator: Sally Ann Drucker, English Dept., NCSU 

Panelists include Jaki Shelton Green, poet and playwright; Mary 

Cappello, English Dept. University of Rhode Island; Ethel Morgan 

Smith, English Dept. University of West Virginia

P-3 Storytelling Our Future: Preserving Oral Tradition 

Family stories are an often unrecognized source of cultural 

information. Whether within our cultural family or family of origin, 

the experience is the basis of a story which shapes our identity, our 

tradition, hence our future. Participants will hear oral narratives from 

Naomi Feaste's collection of stories and examine them for cultural 

images.

Presenter: Naomi Feaste, storyteller

P-4 Behind the Veil: Documenting African American Life in the 

Jim Crow South

The panel is an exploration of the collective lived history of black 

Southerners in the age of Jim Crow segregation, a period historians 

have identified as the long years between the 1860s and the 1960s.

As part of an oral history project carried on by NCCU and Duke 

students the panel will discuss how oral history has helped them 

approach the history of race, class and gender dynamics from a 

different perspective.

Moderator: Beverly Washington Jones, History Dept. NCCU 

Panelists: Graduate students from Duke and NCCU

P-5 Fencing In, Walling Out: Women Writers Expressing Social 

Divisions

As a society we tend to group ourselves along lines of family, 

religion, sexual orientation, and cultural heritage, to name only a few 

of the divisions that create insider-outsider conflicts. This panel will 

discuss women’s writing as it addresses questions of group 

membership and identity, masking oneself for outsiders, and retaining 

authority for the group.

Moderator: Jim Morrison, English Dept. NCSU 

Panelists: Laura Valtorta, lawyer and writer; Jean Walton, English 

Dept. University of Rhode Island; Angie Nevarez and Leslie Seracho, 

both Romance Studies Department, Duke University.



Registration for the conference is free and open to the 

public. Pre-registration is required in order to help us with printing 

estimates, room assignments, and general traffic flow. Workshops 

will be strictly limited in size, so those who wish to attend 

workshops should respond immediately. Pre-registration forms 

should be returned by May 1st. You will not receive a 

confirmation notice; you will receive your assignments at check-in. 

Please feel free to photocopy this form and pass it along to others!

LUNCn will be available at the NCCU cafeteria for very 

modest prices. The conference packet will include information 

about nearby places to eat off campus. Please indicate on the 

registration form if you plan to use the campus cafeteria.

SPECIAL Needs. All buildings are handicapped accessible 

with ramps and elevators clearly marked. If you have additional 

needs such as personal assistance or an ASL interpreter, please 

indicate on the registration form.

Location and Parking. All events will be held on the 

NCCU campus. Registration check-in will be in the Farrison- 

Newton Building on the comer of Fayetteville and Lawson Sts. 

From the Durham Freeway (off 1-40), take the Fayetteville St. exit 

and turn south onto Fayetteville St. Just after passing the main 

NCCU campus entrance on your left, turn left on Nelson St. Free 

parking is available in the parking lots on your right.

Volunteers and helpers. In order to make this 

conference free to participants, we are relying on the talents of a 

volunteer crew. We still need volunteers to perfonn a range of 

tasks. If you would like to help out behind the scenes either before, 

during, or after the conference, we would love to meet you! Check 

the volunteer box on the registration form or call 919/560-2738.

Exhibits. Exhibits of books and merchandise from local 

publishers and women's organizations will be located in the check

in area.

Sponsors & friends . . .

This conference is sponsored by Carolina Wren Press, a non-profit 

press funded by the Durham Arts Council and the NC Arts 

Council. This conference is funded primarily by a grant from 

the North Carolina Humanities Council, and in part by the 

Mary Duke Biddle Foundation. Co-sponsors include:

Duke University Women's Center

Duke University Women’s Studies Program

Elon College Writing Program

Elon College Women’s Studies Program

NCCU Coordinating Committee on the Status of Women

NCCU Department of History

NCCU Institute for Study of Minority Issues

NCCU School of Library and Information Science

NCSU English Department

NCSU Humanities Extension

North Carolina Writers Network

Orange County Women's Center

Southern Sisters Bookstore

The Women's Center in Raleigh

REGISTRATION

You must pre-register if you are planning to attend the 

conference. Registration forms must be returned by

May 1,1994.

Name(s)

Address

Phone (day)_______

(evening)__

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Please indicate your 1st and 2nd choices 

for morning and afternoon sessions

10:45-12:15 1st 2nd

2:30-4:15 1st 2nd

LUNCH

I plan to eat in NCCU cafeteria

SPECIAL NEEDS REQUEST

CAN YOU VOLUNTEER?.

Yes! I want to help Carolina Wren Press continue its 

important work. Here is my tax-deductible contribution

in the amount of

(make checks payable to CWP with Journey Proud on die memo line)

Send this completed form to :

Carolina Wren Press 

120 Morris Street 

Durham, NC 27701 

919/560-2738
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