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Fund Raising Campaign Announced

The Appalachia Cultural 

Exchange Center has 

announced a county wide 

campaign to raise 60 thousand 

dollars by June 1st, in order 

to purchase the Daniel Boone 

Hotel. The money will be 

used as a downpayment 

securing a low interest FHA 

loan to complete the purchase 

agreement.

The hotel has been 

scheduled to close on June 

1st, if the Exchange Center is

not successful in its bid to 

purchase the stately structure. 

Board member Rogers 

Whitener sees the closing of 

the hotel as a threat to the 

future existence of the 

Watauga County landmark. 

Whitener feels that the hotel 

may deteriorate beyond 

reasonable repair and face bull 

dozing if it is left standing 

vacant for any length of time.

The Center is planning to 

contact everyone in Watauga 

County during the month of 

May to make them aware of 

the purpose of the fund 

raising drive. Various clubs 

and interested citizens in each 

community are already 

volunteering to man the 

phones in an attempt to call 

every county resident, asking 

for support and contributions.

Announcements will begin 

soon on WAT A telling the

people of Watauga County 

how they can help save the 

Daniel Boone Hotel. The 

Watauga Democrat as well as 

the Center’s own newsletter, 

which will be mailed to every 

county resident, will carry 

vwrd of the fund raising drive 

during May. Board members 

have formed committees which 

are presently working on 

contacting every county 

businessman in hopes of 

receiving contributions and

support.

“It’s now or neVer’’ is the 

way in which board member 

Betty Bond described the 

urgency of the Center’s fund 

raising drive. She along with 

Connie Stallings and their 

fellow board members have 

pledged to raise at least 1000 

dollars each during the month 

long campaign.

Every effort will be made 

by the members of the 

Appalachia. Cultural ^'.change

Center and their friends in the 

county community to reach 

every person in Watauga 

County during the month of 

May. You should be expecting 

a call and be ready to give. 

Every contribution, regardless 

of its size, is needed to reach 

the 60 thousand dollar goal. 

Each contribution of ten 

dollars or more will entitle 

the giver to a ’full year's 

membership in the Cultural 
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Church Reunion Planned

Members of Foscoe’s Holy 

Trinity Lutheran Church will 

get together this summer for 

what Pastor Larry Campbell 

calls “an ordinary mountain 

homecoming where everybody 

sits around and eats and visits 

with people they haven’t seen 

for a while.”

It will be the church’s 

136 th anniversary, and that 

makes it one of Watauga 

county’s oldest religious 

institutions. Homecoming 

activities are planned for 

Sunday, June 11. They will 

include a commemorative 

church service and a 

covered-dish dinner. Weather 

permitting, the dinner will be 

held outdoors.

Historical documents aren’t 

quite clear about the church’s 

official beginnings., but 

Campbell is fairly certain that 

a “viable congregation” existed 

by spring of 1842.

Campbell believes that 

“Religion was very important 

in those days. People really 

hung onto a faith in God.”

The church began in a 

member’s home, and was later 

moved into a log building 

near~ Valle Crucfs. In the 

mid-1930s, the congregation 

began meeting in the gray 

stone building it now occupies 

on Clark’s Creek Road.

Lutheran worship services 

are more formal than those of 

most Appalachian churches; 

ministers wear clerical robes 

and members of congregations 

join in liturgical hymns. 

Though few of the people at 

Campbell’s “little country 

church” have had formal 

music education, their singing

has “that mountain sing-song 

lilt.”

The congregation is spread 

over several counties. Fifteen 

families live in Watauga, eight 

in Caldwell and five in 

Catawba. Some church 

members live as far away as 

Mountain City, Tenn. and 

Hickory.

Most of the church’s 

members, according to 

Campbell, are employed in 

skilled trades such as 

carpentry, plumbing, 

landscaping and building.Others 

work for furniture industries 

in Caldwell County, or for 

factories in Watauga.

They’re hard-working, 

self-sufficient people. Many 

live on farms, or grew up on 

small family farms. Campbell 

believes this closeness to the 

land has profoundly affected 

the attitudes and lifestyles of 

people in this area.

“The mountain man has 

had his own war,” Campbell 

suggests. “It was the war with 

the land.”

Campbell describes his 

congregation as “outspoken 

and slow to change...They love 

deeply and they hate openly.”

He speaks of his church 

affectionately, and he enjoys 

living in the mountains. “I get 

personal fulfillment here 

because I’m needed,” he says.

The church looks forward 

to other anniversaries, and 

Campbell anticipates a big 

celebration for Holy Trinity’s 

150th year. “It’s going to be 

hard work,” he concedes, “but 

I think we will make it.”

Orchestre Du Capitole De Toulouse

Arts Series Announced

As partial fulfillment of the 

University’s regional service 

role, the ASU Artists and 

Lecture Committee will bring 

a number of prestigious 

cultural programs to Farthing 

Auditorium during the 

1978-1979 season.

Included are such 

attractions as the Atlanta 

Ballet, L’Orchestre Du Capitole 

De Toulouse with pianist 

Philippe Entremont, the 

Oxford and Cambridge 

Shakespeare Company, the 

Vienna Choir Boys, and the 

Broadway musical Chicago.

Additional activities include 

a five-program chamber series 

and lecture events featuring 

major speakers on government, 

education, the economy, 

science, and the art.

appealing of the 

major performers are the 

Vienna Choir Boys. Founded 

in 1498 by Emperer 

Maxmilian I to fulfill his wish 

to have choristers in the 

Imperial Chapel, the young 

singers have world famous 

musicians in their ranks, 

including Franz Schubert, who 

sang with the choir from 

1808 to 1813.

Since 1932 the 24-member 

group has toured America 38 

times, delighting audiences in 

all sections of the country 

with its program of sacred, 

secular, and folk music.

L’Orchestre Du Capitole De 

Toulouse, conducted by Michel 

Plassoon, is one of the major 

European orchestras and will 

feature world -renowned pianist 

Philippe Entremont, who has 

been a favorite with American 

audiences since his Carnegie 

Hall debut in 1953.

The inaugural tour of 

L’Orchestre Du Capitle De 

Toulouse will include visits to 

Canada and Mexico as well as 

to the United States.

The New York production 

of Chicago, called “one of the 

finest musicals ever to appear 

on the Broadway stage, ” 

presents the 1920’s in hugely 

entertaining fashion, 

recapturing the brawling, 

boozing, freewheeling era when 

the Windy City was indeed a

toddling town.

The Atlanta Ballet, perhaps 

the oldest major dance group 

in the South, will feature a 

fully-staged production of 

Peter Pan, which should prove 

a delight to the young and 

old.

The Oxford and Cambridge 

Shakespeare Company is 

composed of the finest 

student actors from the two 

major British universities. 

Twenty-two members strong, 

they will present Shakespeare’s 

Comedy of Errors.

All programs are open to 

the general public.

The Vienna Choir Boys



Board Member Profile

V - >
Claude Vannoy

N.C. Folklore Journal
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Each month our newsletter 

will include a profile of 

several of our board members. 

V/e hope this will better 

acquaint our membership with 

our board members and the 

special interest and talents 

they bring to the Board of 

Directors of the Appalachia 

Cultural Exchange Center.
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“If you live in a 

community, I think you 

should participate. You ought 

to contribute something.”

That’s the philosophy of 

board member Claude Vannoy, 

who has been a supporter of 

the Appalachia Cultural 

Exchange Center since the 

group formed last spring.

Vannoy, a certified public 

accountant and a Boone 

resident, says he “would like 

to see [the Daniel Boone 

Hotel ] become a real 

community center.” Toward 

that end, he’s helped take 

care of legal and technical 

details. But he sees his main 

role as “just being a booster

and talking [the project! up.”

“I’m very impressed with 

this area,” Vannoy says. ”1 

think it’s one of the best 

places in the world to 

live-but that dosen’t mean it 

can’t be a heck of a lot 

bet’ter.”

The planned community 

Center, he thinks, “will make 

a richer life for all of us.” _

I just think it’s a 

wonderful thing for the 

county,” says Vannoy. “This 

is for everybody.”

Vannoy is delighted that 

“The most prominent people 

in town are interested in this 

[project].” He estimates that 

a year may lapse before the 

center is viable, with frequent 

activities planned. “But if it’s 

worthwhile,” he reasons, “Why 

does it have to be done 

overnight anyway?”

“I believe in it very 

strongly,” he says. “If we can 

get that building, then it’s all 

downhill.”

Vannoy believes that 

another way to make this area 

“a heck of a lot better” 

would be to try to attract 

more light industry to Boone 

and outlying communities. 

Industrial development would, 

he thinks, stabilize the local 

economy by providing 

year-round employment, rather

than seasonal jobs alone.

“I’m not against tourism,” 

he’s quick to assert. “I just 

don’t think it should 

dominate.”

Vannoy likes living in 

Watauga County because “The 

climate is wonderful.”

A member of the 

Presbyterian Church and the 

Lion’s Club, Vannoy enjoys 

golf and gardening. He and his 

wife, Margaret, have two 

children: Susan, 22, and Mark, 

19.

Vannoy is optimistic about 

community reaction to the 

new center. “People around 

here have a proud heritage,” 

he says. “That’s what this is 

all about.”

Continued from page l *

Exchange Center. Members of 

the center will automatically 

begin receiving a monthly 

newsletter, listing community 

activities, cultural events and 

special features about life in 

Watauga County , past and 

present. We urge the citizens 

of Watauga County to be 

generous when a volunteer 

calls upon you for your 

contribution.

Frank Warner, widely 

known as a collector and per

former of American folk mu

sic. but especially noted and 

loved for his collecting in 

Western North Carolina, died 

February 27 in Manhasset, 

N.Y. Frank, reared in Durham 

and educated at Duke, was 

never far from the music of 

our state. In 1938, he discov

ered our own Frank Proffitt 

and “The Ballad of Tom 

Dula.” Through the years, he 

travelled mountain roads and 

flatland highways searching for 

new songs and playing at our 

colleges and festivals.

Frank was a long-time 

member of our Society. The 

last N.C. Folklore Journal 

(Nov. 1977) includes an arti

cle by Frank and his wife, 

Anne, discussing a spiritual 

they collected in Elizabeth Ci

ty and the effect learning the 

song had on a young girl 

there. The article expresses, I 

think, Frank’s special gifts as 

a collector—an informed enthu

siasm for the traditional music 

of the people and a special 

sensitivity to the Ivman con

text of that music.

We have Frank’s voice on 

his records, and Anne will 

Finish the book she and Frank 

were writing on their collec

ting. His autographed banjo- 

mountain-made and signed by 

265 folksingers-rcmains as a 

symbol of Frank’s special 

attachment to folk music and 

the songs and singers of our 

state, but real folksong enthu

siasts will miss the man.

The Society continues its 

tradition of a contest of stu

dent folklore papers. Two

SI00 first prizes, one for an 

undergraduate papter and the 

other for a graduate essay, 

will be awarded. The open 

second prize is S50. Winners 

and other selected entries will 

be published in the North 

Carolina Folklore Journal. 

Graduate and undergraduate 

students at N.C. colleges and 

universities and N.C. students 

at out-of-state schools are elig

ible if enrolled during the 

1977-78 academic year, inclu

ding summer 1978. The con

test deadline is August 1. 

1978.

Contest papers should be 

studies of folklore or folklife 

or of the use of folk mate

rials in literature or art. They 

may be reports and analysis 

of field collecting or “library” 

research and should conform 

to I'he MLA Style Sheet, 2nd 

edition. They shoud be typed 

double-spaced or neatly hand

written and should include 

proper documentation. Fxamp- 

les of past entries may be 

found in Vol. 25. No. 2 

(Nov. 1977) of the North 

Carolina Folklore Journal.

F.n t ries. .should wine 1 udc the 

student’s home address, the 

name of the school at which 

she or he was enrolled during 

the eligibility period, and a 

statement permitting editing 

and publication the N.C. Folk

lore Journal. Only entries ac

companied by a stamped, ad

dressed envelope will be re

turned.,

Mail entries to: STUDENT 

FOLKLORE CONTEST. N.C. 

Folklore Journal. Department 

of English, Appalachian State 

University, Boone, N.C. 28608.

Community Events

Sunday, May 21, 7 P.M.-

Gospel singers Mike and 

Debbie Baker in concert. Free. 

Open to public.

M o v ies-Public Library in 

Boone- Each Thursday in May 

at 7:00 P.M.

Perkinsville Baptist. Jefferson 

Drive, Boone. 

(Church-264-8605); 

Pastor-264-4077

May 18- Two Charley Chaplin 

Films-The Gold Rush and The 

jitney Elopmcnt 

May 25- Mr. Hullot’s Holiday 

Public Library (Boone) 

Pre-school story time-every

Tues., Wed.. Friday at 10:00 

A.M.

Public Library (Boone)

After school movie every 

Wednesday at 3:30 f o.r 

children.

County Parks and Recreational 

Center
• * ’ » ’ \ . ' jurtC'' -V*’1

1) May 27th Junior Champ 

Track and Field Meet 1:00pm 

Conrad Stadium

Grades 5-8th Register at 

schools

2) Through May they're taking 

registrations for swimming 

lessons and passes at the 

Boone Swimming Pool

i



WE NEED YOUR HELP

The Appalachia Cultural 

Exchange Center will serve the 

different interest groups within 

our county communities in a 

variety of ways. At this time, 

the Daniel Boone Hotel has 

served as a focal point of our 

efforts and concerns. The 

hotel will be purchased by the 

Cultural Exchange Center and 

remodeled to serve as a 

county community center. The 

members of the Cultural 

Exchange Center who have 

developed the organization 

over the past year will readily 

admit that it has been very 

difficult to explain to the 

people in Mabel, Foscoe, Deep 

Gap, Blowing Rock and Laurel 

Creek how the Daniel Boone 

Hotel will serve their 

communities. However, as the 

interest and understanding of 

our project grows in all areas 

of the county, people will

begin to understand how this 

will be done.

The basic design of our 

project is to involve all of the 

people of our county. 

Individuals, both young and 

old, who have special talents 

can and should come forth 

and contribute them towards 

the enlargement of our 

programs and projects. Many 

hundreds of county citizens 

have already done this and we 

are certain they will continue. 

Please take the time from 

your busy day and begin to 

learn more about our efforts 

and plans. In doing so, we 

are certain that you will find 

a way to support us in 

making Watauga County a 

better place to live and visit.

Our organization is in the 

final stages of securing a loan 

from the Farmer’s Home 

Administration for the

necessary monies to purchase 

the hotel and fix it up to 

serve as a county community 

center. In addition, some 

monies will be requested to 

begin special programs 

throughout the county. The 

loan will be made at 5% 

interest and will be paid back 

over a 40 year period.

The resources that are 

being given to the Appalachia 

Cultural Exchange Center have 

already started to support 

county programs and projects 

in a variety of ways. This 

newsletter will continue as a 

monthly publication to all 

members of our organization. 

It will assist county 

organizations to publicize and 

promote their activities among 

our membership.

One of the questions often 

asked of the people who are 

continuing to encourage people

to become a member of the 

Appalachia Cultural Exchange 

Center is “What do I get if 

I’m a member?” Of all the 

answers we can give, this one 

seems to be the most 

understood: “It gives you, as 

a special person, an 

opportunity to return a little 

to Watauga County, which has 

given you so much.”

If you would like to 

become a member of the 

Appalachia Cultural Exchange 

Center, all you need to do is 

make a minimum, 

tax-deductible contribution of 

$10 a year. Once we receive 

your contribution, we will 

send you a certificate of 

membership.

More than your money, we 

need your ideas and 

suggestions for things the 

Center can do for you and 

your community.

V,

Name

CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP
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APPALACHIA CULTURAL EXCHANGE CENTER

Mailing Address-------------------------------------------------------------

Phone Number -------------------------------------------------------------

-Yes, I would like to receive your newsletter, but I cannot join the Exchange Center at this time.

.Yes, I am a charter member of the Appalachia Cultural Exchange Center, and plan to continue my membership. 

.Yes, I would like to become a member of the Appalachia Cultural Exchange Center.

Enclosed is a check for $_________________________________ _________ .(Minimum $10 contribution)

PLEASE CUP THIS FORM AND RETURN IT TO:

Appalachia Cultural Exchange Center

P.O. Box 106 

Boone, N.C. 28607
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