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Design Protection...

The following is a letter written last summer to the Board of Directors committee on design protection. The 

subject is design protection, but the issue is receiving compensation for our work whether it’s recognition, 

monies or personal satisfaction. Perhaps this letter will provoke thought and ideas to assist in the creation 

of a united stand. I believe the American Society of Furniture Designers should develop a united stand on 

such issues.

Dear Committee Member:

I know that we all are busy now however the response from everyone has been lacking. If we intend to do something 

about the issue of design protection, thus our pay for work done and copied, we should get to the chore. Perhaps 

some of you believe that nothing can be done. I know that we cant do anything if we fail to try! As I said at the last 

Board meeting—I don’t believe anyone likes having their work copied without receiving compensation.

We all are familiar with the copyright and design patent laws. We know that some copies or variations of a design 

are going to happen. The issue is to make a noise, develop a united stand, and perhaps cause some to come to us, the 

designers, for the proper execution of products... products we are not ashamed to have our name associated with.

I have my own ideas of possible solutions. I feel that each of you have ideas that perhaps we might explore. I ask that 

you jot them down and email them to the group. Let’s combine our ideas and explore what we can do with them. We 

need several volunteers to tackle certain areas:

1. Republican Senate Candidate Elizabeth Dole has said she is interested in the problems faced by the 

textile industry in North Carolina due to imports. Is she willing to listen to our ideas?

2. The furniture fabric industry is facing severe competition from the imports. Does anyone in the fabric 

industry have a group formed to take a stand or at least an idea of things they might do?

3. Furniture factories in the USA are doing most of the imports so are they concerned about retailers 

going direct?

4. Imports are not the only problem we face, but the issue of products done domestically are also subject 

to copy within our own borders or brought in from other countries. This is where we have always 

started and is still at issue. Can our stand make a difference with this?

5. Where can we go to find other organizations sympathetic with our problem?

6. Is it possible to collect fees at the retail level in some fashion for copies that are direct knockoffs?

7. I have been told that a law in Italy says that direct copies of a product deprives a designer of his means 

to earn a living. Is this correct and if so what other countries have similar laws?

I would ask each of you to select a question or create your own and attempt to gather information. If you have 

questions to submit for others to investigate, please send them to me.

While it sounds as though we are looking to protect our design rights, which we basically are, the bottom line is 

really how do we protect our income in the long term. Please respond at your earliest convenience.

Thanks,

Darrell G. Lowman, ASFD

Hickory, NC • Email: dlowman@charter.net



Welcome New ASFD Members!

PROFESSIONAL

Gregory Montgomery Designer, GalleryArt Design LLC

102 Lawler Road, West Hartford, CT 06117 

Tel. (860) 236-4887; Email: galleryartd@aol.com

Martin Danjue Designer, Danjue Design

355 South End Avenue 30J, New York, NY 10280 

Tel. (917) 670-6868; Email: danjuedesign@aol.com

Reeta Gyamlani President, Melanue Designs

504 La Guardia Place, New York, NY 10012 

Tel. (212) 473-9708; Email: reetagy@hotmail.com

CORPORATE_________________________________________________________________________

Hubbardton Forge George Chandler, President 8c CEO

154 Route 30 S.,Castleton,VT 95735 

Hand forged lighting and accessories.

Tel. (802) 468-3090; Email: info@vtforge.com

ASSOCIATE

Ivan Cutler Marketing Consultant, Ivan Saul Cutler

1817 Tennyson Court, Greensboro, NC 27410 

Editorial 8( marketing capacities in the furniture industry. 

Tel. (336) 288-1560; Email: ivancutler@prodigy.net

Judy Wert President, Wert 8c Company, Inc.

222 5th Avenue, 5th Floor 

New York, NY 10001

International Executive Recruitment 8c Consulting 

Tel. (212) 684-2796; Email: judy@wertco.com

STUDENT

Laura Akeson BFA Program/Furniture Design

Kendall College of Art and Design, Grand Rapids, MI 

Email: akesl@FSUimail.ferris.edu

ASFD 2003 Directory Updates

Frederic C. Doughty, ASFD

Premises Design Inc.

1453 East Main Street, Suite 400 

Ventura, CA 93001

Tel. (805) 648-3000, Fax (805) 648-3002 

Email: fcdi@earthlink.net (same address) 

Web Site: premisesdesign.com

Mitchell Watson, ASFD

Email: mpwatson@charter.net

Ivan Cutler, Associate Member

Email: ivancutler@prodigy.net



ASFD Pinnacle Awards Exhibit At Showplace!

We are proud to announce the debut of ASFD’s new exhibition during 

the Spring International Home Furnishings Market at High Point’s 

ShowPlace, located at 211 East Commerce Street. The 10' x 30" x 7' 

high display unit designed by Jim Dipersia, ASFD will 

feature signage of the 2002 Pinnacle Award 

winners and include shelving for ASFD materials 

and the 2003 Pinnacle posters/entry forms. This 

opportunity was made possible by Ivan Cutler,

ASFD Associate Member, who approached ShowPlace 

management with the idea on behalf of ASFD. Members are 

encouraged to see the exhibit any time during the Spring Market 

and are particularly invited to stop by during the ShowPlace 

Buyers Appreciation Party on Saturday, April 5, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Our thanks to Ivan, Karl Felperin and Jim DiPersia for their 

continuing work on this project!

ASFD 2003 Spring Market Dinner 

Willow Creek Country Club

Don’t miss this year’s Spring Market dinner scheduled for Friday evening, April 4 at the lovely Willow 

Creek facility of HPCC, located just a few miles north of the W. Lexington/Hwy 68 intersection in High 

Point. Invitations/registration forms along with Market Courtesy Passes are being mailed to all Members.

The “casual attire” evening will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a cocktail reception featuring table top product 

displays by Corporate members to be followed by a themed Polynesian Luau Buffet dinner (yum!). The 

after dinner program will include presentation of this years ASFD David Kline Scholarship Award to the

winning student.

Our featured Guest Speaker will be Robert J. Skotnicki, CEO, Global Licensing & Trademarks.

Skotnicki, who was instrumental in orchestrating marriages for Cabana Joe and Laneventure, William E. 

Poole, among others, promises to bring an interesting and enlightening message to the group.

Global Licensing 8c Trademarks is a full service intellectual property-licensing firm founded in 1994, 

with corporate offices in Myrtle Beach, SC and affiliate offices in Hickory, NC and New York, NY. Prior to 

founding the firm, Skotnicki spent ten years as a home furnishings executive with major manufacturers, 

such as Broyhill and Bassett.

Please get your reservations in quickly.........we’re hoping for a great turn out and look forward to seeing

lots of members and guests enjoy a great evening!
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Rick Berry

Berry & Clark Design 

Associates

Dear ASFD:

I am a recent graduate from the University of Texas 

at Arlington’s architecture school who is interested 

in pursuing furniture design. I have designed a 

couple of pieces and am currently working on 

others. However, when it comes to getting my work 

out into the world, I am clueless as to how to go 

about it.

I do have a couple of pieces built and more concepts 

ranging from the beginning stage to study models 

to working drawings. I guess my next move is to 

research manufacturers, one more question. Do I 

need to get my work copyrighted before presenting 

my ideas to manufacturers or go in good faith that 

they will be honest to me. My work is modern... I 

work with a lot of wood (only place a natural 

finished coat for protection, never paint), metal 

(aluminum and steel) and glass....can you refer me 

to any other furniture designers with websites that 

I may contact? I have looked on the Internet many 

times and seem to run into dead ends every time.

Jennifer

Dear Jennifer,

It should be a standard practice upon making a 

design presentation - or any proprietary materials 

- to an “unknown” prospective client to have the 

prospective user agree to a “Non-disclosure/ 

Proprietary Information Agreement”. This is their 

word that they will not “misuse” any information 

presented to them, and could be held “potentially” 

liable for misuse on their part. Also, it is our 

common practice to note the copyright insignia 

with date, company name, and signature on all of 

our presentation materials and working drawings. 

It is my understanding that this carries some 

weight, but how enforceable I am not certain. ASFD 

offers several guidelines and references in this 

regard to its Profession! Members.

As far as web sites of designers that work in “mixed 

media” materials, I am not sure. However, there are 

many manufacturers which have such products in 

their line. Many such web sites can be found in 

advertisements in interior design periodicals/ 

magazines, etc. Metropolis Magazine comes 

immediately to mind, as they cater more to a 

contemporary audience. Others are Interior Design, 

Interiors, Casa Vogue, Mertopolitan Home, Elle Decor, 

etc., etc.

I hope your efforts prove successful.

Rick Berry, ASFD • rberry@berryandclark.com

Dear Mr. Berry:

I am an A level student. I am currently 

doing an AS technology course based on 

the idea of furniture. As part of my course 

work, I have to design a piece of furniture, 

and the piece I have chosen to look at is 

tables. I plan on designing and making a 

small table, which is being designed with 

wheelchair -bound people in mind. Would 

you as a furniture designer be able to help 

me out with a few questions such as: What 

makes a good selling table? How would you 

make the table suitable for wheelchair- 

bound people?

Phoebe
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Dear Phoebe,

Several factors contribute to a “good selling table”. “Perceived value’ is a buzz word 

often used - which means a table has eye appeal (good looking), is structural and 

functional, and at a fair price. The design, scale/proportion, materials, finish, 

workmanship and selling price all contribute to the saleability of a table. The table 

project you have chosen has some specific parameters. To function appropriately 

with a wheel chair in mind, the table should be of a height and width so the arms of 

a wheel chair with the seated individual fit comfortably between the legs and under 

the top support rail. The table should be sturdy - with adequate support rails/ 

stretchers for the top & legs, but not interfere with the user. It would also be a good 

idea to “soften’Vradius all sharp edges and corners on the top, rails, and legs - for 

comfort & safety. You may also consider casters or wheels on this table - to enable 

the user to adjust the table to the wheel chair vs always having to adjust chair to 

table.

Sounds like an interesting project -1 hope these comments are of some help. Keep 

me advised of your progress. Have fun!

Rick Berry, ASFD • rberry@berryandclark.com



In Remembrance of Max Stout

founding father of ASFD

I wish all of our dedicated members and supporters of ASFD were lucky 

enough to have known and enjoyed the friendship of this very special person. 

Max Stout was born in High Point, NC, on June 24,1926, and lived in the area 

until his death on August 30,1999.

He was educated at the Ringling School of Art in Sarasota, FL, and the Harris Advertising 

and Art School in Nashville, IN. Following his education, Max served proudly in the U.S. 

Navy and returned to High Point to start his career and family. His lovely wife Betty and two 

children, Page and Mitch, survive him.

As a furniture designer, Max was successful in many areas of furniture and product design. 

His many clients include Monarch Furniture, US Furniture Industries, Shenandoah Furniture, 

Carolina Mirror, Lane, Rowe and Conover Chair. His designs spanned casegoods, seating, 

accessories and lighting. Not only did Max work in the residential home furnishings arena, 

but he was also very successful in the office/contract area as well. Max formally started his 

design business in 1973 and continued his free-lance career until his retirement in 1992.

In the beginning of building his business, Max talked frequently with his friends in the design 

business about the importance for everyone to act professionally and always provide their 

clients with good design and service. His commitment to integrity and professionalism made 

him a successful designer and was a tribute to his vision for the future of our organization. 

At one point, Max met with Steve Hodges, O.B. Solie, Dick Chapin, John Stafford and several 

other valued friends and told of his desire to start an organization to help promote the 

importance of our profession to the industry in which we work. His vision was to create an 

organization that was built on the ethics, integrity and professionalism he lived and worked 

by all his life.

Another important aspect that Max believed the organization should be built on was the 

networking and relationship building between designers, suppliers, vendors and 

manufacturers to enhance teamwork and mutual respect for one another. As he finalized his 

plans, additional concepts for the fledgling organization included group travel discounts, 

disability insurance and publishing a directory of our membership for recognition within 

our industry and profession. Membership to the organization would be open to any and all 

professional members with formal degrees, and all categories of furniture, both residential 

and office, and, above all, include support, supply and sourcing companies. Max was very 

proud of his baby and named it the American Society of Furniture Designers.

It is my pleasure and honor to tell you about our founder and I’m sure Max would be very 

proud of how ASFD has grown and prospered today. Our leaders still have the commitment 

and vision to continue on with Max’s wishes and desires. There are many hard-working and 

dedicated members of our organization that have been instrumental in continuing this great 

society. All our support and dedication is needed to continue with our legacy and may God 

guide us all.

by John Stafford, ASFD
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Phil deCarolis, PhD.

ASFD

Empire State College Graduation Commencement

...a shared message from Phil deCarolis, PhD., ASFD

Last October, I was absent from the High Point Market and the ASFD Board Meeting because I was 

otherwise engaged in presenting the Commencement Speech at Empire State College in Saratoga Springs, 

NY on October 20. Extrapolating relevant material (of interest to our members) was the underlying 

concept of developing a personal competitive edge through new skills and new knowledge which provides 

a foundation for career resiliency and career longevity. The key is the integration of creativity both in 

thinking and process of developing innovative designs.

Being invited as Faculty speaker for the Commencement address was a totally unexpected surprise when 

I received the telephone call from Meg Benke, the Dean of CDL in Saratoga Springs. After all, I live in 

Long Island and am only a part time adjunct mentor and advisor both for the Center for Distance Learning 

as well as Long Island Center of Empire State College, State University of New York. While I see students 

one-on-one at the Long Island Center for a course I developed,“Exploring Alternatives in Academic and 

Work life Planning,” I never get to meet CDL students online. Nor, do I get to meet other CDL advisors or 

faculty members, let alone administrators several hundred miles away.

Moreover, although I am also an adjunct at Nassau Community College, State University of New York 

teaching several courses in the Interior Design Department, I didn’t think I was an ideal candidate to 

represent the college as Commencement Speaker for CDL Graduation. I felt other, more experienced, 

and eloquent scholarly individuals would have made better choices. In expressing this to the Dean, she 

made note the decision to invite me was based on recommendation of a committee consensus.

It seems my role as designer was a contributing factor...at least from another perspective. They felt my 

own experience throughout the years exemplified the concept of maintaining a personal competitive 

edge perceived as career longevity through career resilience. Fortunately, it has worked for me and allowed 

me the royalties to live satisfactorily...yet, still have the ability to continually create new designs. It also 

allows me the opportunity and time to share this philosophy with others.

The college felt the ideal opportunity to share this was at Graduation as a Commencement Address. For 

me, it not only was a serendipitous experience, but an honor and privilege. It also serves to remind me 

that design is still at the center of my life. In fact, it is my life. I invite all designers to share the experience.

Product Development for Global Views, Inc.

The right candidate would have creative freedom to express themselves through home accent designs. 

Job responsibilities include:

• Designing and sourcing products from Portugal, Italy, India, China, Taiwan, and Mexico. 

Developments would include decorative accessories, accent furniture, and wall decor.

• Product development for specific key accounts.

• Catalog layout and design.

• Trade publication advertising content and design.

• Showroom design/layout - We have a very strong support staff to implement the design/layout.

• Salary negotiable - depends largely on experience in overseas product development

• Relocation expenses - covered by company.

Please contact: David Gebhart, President

Global Views, Inc., 2600 Perth Street, Dallas, TX 75220

Phone: 888-956-0030, Fax: 214-956-0031, Email: dg@globalviews.com
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Designer Profile

Berry & Clark Design Associates

Post Office Box 644 • Hickory, North Carolina 28603 • bcda@berryandclark.com

In 1983, Rick Berry and Dave Clark formed Berry 8c Clark Design Associates as a full-service furniture 

design firm. Diverse, but complimentary educational and experience backgrounds has enabled them to 

successfully pursue a broad spectrum of furniture design disciplines - ranging from 18th century period

Through the twenty years that Berry and Clark have 

been together, teamwork has always been their 

signature hallmark. With veteran design associates 

Keith Binns and Tim Lehman, they continue to provide 

creative furniture designs incorporating all types of 

materials including wood, stone, steel, glass and 

upholstery. In addition to the design team are product 

development specialists Mike Houston and Shay 

Starnes, and office manager Nancy Pittman.

The synergy within the Berry 8c Clark team to focus on design creativity and manufacturing capabilities 

has resulted in positive, long-term working relationships as “team members” with their clients. BCDA 

has been fortunate to win several Pinnacle design awards - two of these for major collections. With a 

strong believe in communication, flexibility and teamwork, Berry and Clark Design Associates looks to 

the future with a continued commitment to success.

Obituary... Cliff Young, ASFD

Cliff Young, founder and president of Cliff Young Ltd., a high-end contemporary design 

firm at 200 Lexington in Manhattan, NY, died this past December at the age of 72. He is 

survived by his wife and two daughters. His daughter Leslie took charge of the business 

five years ago when at retirement he moved to Melbourne Beach, Florida. She will 

continue to operate the business.

Cliff was a leader in contemporary design and a role model for many new comers. He will be remembered 

for his ongoing success in the creation of case goods, and renown for the popular Elkins designs in the 

early 70s and the famous Bottie Marandi collection in the 80s, along with other current exclusive designs 

available at his showroom.

Cliff received a number of industry awards, including a lifetime honorary membership in the Greater 

N.Y. Home Furnishings Assn. He was presented with the GNYHFA’s prestigious Jerry Cans Memorial 

Award in 1995.

Cliff Young had been a member of ASFD since July, 1983. He will be remembered.......



AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 

FURNITURE DESIGNERS

RO. Box 2688 

High Point, NC 27261
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American Society of Furniture Designers

Christine Evans, Executive Director 

144 Woodland Drive 

New London, NC 28127 

Phone: (910) 576-1273 

Fax: (910) 576-1573

Mailing Address:

RO. Box 2688 

High Point, NC 27261 

email: asfd@ac.net 

web: www.asfd.com


