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FEDERAL SPECIFICATION 

FOR

BLINDS; VENETIAN, WOOD-SLAT

This specification was approved on the above date by the Director of Procure
ment, for the use of all departments and establishments of the Government, 
and shall become effective not later than September 1,1938. It may be put into 
effect, however, at any earlier date after promulgation.

A. APPLICABLE FEDERAL SPECIFICATIONS.
A-l. There are no other Federal Specifications applicable to this 

specification.

B. TYPES, SIZES, AND GRADE.
B-l. Types and sizes.—All Venetian blinds shall be of the free hang

ing design, with slats adjustable to various angles. The raising and 
lowering shall be controlled by cords, and tilting controlled by cords, 
chains, or cables. Blinds shall be of the following types, conforming 
to the sizes specified in the invitation for bids:

Type I.—Shall be of the single pull (or lift) type, 60 inches or 
less in width, and not more than 35 square feet in area.

Type II.—Shall be of the compound pull (or easy lift) type, 
more than 60 inches in width and not more than 80 square feet in. 
area.

Type III.—Shall be operated by oscillating roller lifts, for blinds 
more than 80 square feet in area, but not more than 250 square 
feet.

B-l a. See paragraph 1-3.
B-2. Grade.—Venetian blinds shall be one grade.

C. MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP.
C-l. Slats.—Slats shall be thoroughly* seasoned no. 1 grade, clear 

basswood or Port Orford cedar, straight, flat, free from warp, knots, 
checks, splits, fuzzy grain, or other defects, and shall be rounded at the 
edges. Each slat shall be of one continuous piece.

C-l a. Head, tilt, and bottom rails.—Shall be of thoroughly seasoned 
and dried basswood, Port Orford cedar, or other suitable wood.

C-2. Hardware and finish.—All hardware, including operating 
fixtures, shall be die castings or stampings of suitable quality that will
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give long wear, and shall be of ample strength, either of noncorrosive 
metal or other metal plated with brass, copper, nickel, zinc, or cad
mium. When so specified the color of the hardware shall match the 
color of the wood of the blind.

C-3. Wearing surfaces and bearings.—The wearing surfaces of 
moving parts and bearings shall be so designed as to provide maximum 
durability.

C-4. All component parts shall fit properly and securely, and all 
movable or revolving devices or parts shall operate smoothly and 
easily, and shall be simply and easily adjustable or controlled.

C-5. All surfaces shall be smoothly finished and all exposed edges 
shall be rounded. ^ Ends of slats and rails shall be at right angles, and 
may be smoothed instead of rounded.

C-6. All materials and workmanship shall be of a good grade suit
able for the purpose, and shall be free from any defects or blemishes 
which affect appearance or may affect serviceability.

D. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
D-l. Finish and color of wood parts.—All wood parts shall be 

straight, smoothly finished with at least three coats, totaling not less 
than 0.003 inch of a good grade of washable, fade-resistant, semigloss, 
nonflaking and noncracking enamel or pyroxylin lacquer, in cream 
color, unless otherwise specified. The ends of slats and other members 
shall be coated.

D-2. Slats.—Slats shall be not less than l/{ inch in thickness, a plus 
tolerance of inch allowed, and not less than 2% inches in width, a 
plus tolerance of Ho inch allowed.

D-2 a. Extreme tilling angles.—When the slats and tilt rail are tilted 
in either of the extreme closed positions while the blind is in the hanging 
position, practically no light shall show between slats and rails.

D-2b. All slats in the open hanging position of the shade at any 
height and at any angle, shall be parallel and evenly spaced. When the 
blind is completely raised to its highest position, it shall be neat and 
compact.

D-2c. Cord and cable slots.—All cord slots and grooves for the pas
sage of cables or cords shall be smooth. Cord slots in slats shall be 
routed and shall be without rough or sharp edges which may cut or 
abrade the cords.

D-3. Tilt device.—Shall be of a substantially and efficiently meshed 
worm and worm gear to insure proper interworking of parts, and shall 
tilt and securely hold the slats and tilt rail at any angle set.

D-3a. Brackets for head pieces.—Hardware for attaching head rails 
or boxes to window framing shall include not less than the following 
number of suitable metal brackets, with suitable sized screws:

Number of brackets
Length of head pieces: {minimum)

50 inches or less____________________________________________ 2
Over 50 inches up to 75 inches___________________________ 3
Over 75 inches______________________________________________ 4

D-3b. Brackets for tilt rails.—Tilt rails shall be attached to head rail 
or head box by at least two suitable metal supports or brackets. An
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additional bracket or support shall be used for each tape in excess of 
two tapes.

D-4. The tilt and bottom rails and slats shall be easily detachable 
and replaceable as a unit from the headpiece, and when in the hanging 
position, shall be securely locked in place.

D-5. Ladder tape.—Shall be of good quality, nonstretching fabric, 
free from defects of any nature, 1# inches wide, plus or minus Mo inch, 
having solid woven cross straps at least % inch wide with ends inter
woven with the back of the ladder tapes. Side straps of ladder tapes 
when tested individually, shall have a breaking strength of not less 
than 250 pounds. Cross straps or ladders when tested individually, 
shall have a minimum breaking strength of 30 pounds without breaking 
or tearing away from the face of the ladder tapes. Unless otherwise 
specified, colors shall harmonize with that of the wood parts. Dyed 
tapes shall be comparatively nonfading.

D-5a. The slats shall be supported by the interwoven cross straps 
of the ladder tapes. Ladder tapes shall be neatly and securely at
tached to the tilt and bottom rails, and shall be in line with all suspen
sion cords or cables and slots from both sides of the blind.

D-5b. Tape spacing.—Spacing of tapes shall be uniform and shall 
not exceed 28 inches between centers. The overhang shall be not 
more than 7 inches from center of end tapes to end of slats.

D-5c. The ends of each tape shall be neatly and securely attached 
to the tilt and bottom rails by at least two substantial brass-headed 
nails or equivalent. Staples are not acceptable.

D-6. Cords and cables.—
D-6a. Cord for tilting and lifting pulley operated blinds.—Cords shall 

be of a good quality hollow braided cord, not less than size 4^ and uni
formly braided and finished to minimize wear and stretch. Cord shall 
have a minimum breaking strength of 175 pounds. Cords shall remain 
uniformly taut in use. Chain or chain and cord in combination, having 
a minimum breaking strength of 45 pounds, may be used in lieu of tilt

D-6b. Cables or cords for lifting oscillating roller head blinds.—Cables 
shall be of a suitable grade of flexible bronze, copper, or galvanized steel, 
or size 4% cord as described in paragraph D-6a, with a minimum break
ing strength of 175 pounds. Cables shall be multiple strand, uni
formly twisted, and shall not untwist. Cables shall remain uniformly 
taut in use.

D—6c. Lifting and tilt cords shall be sufficient in length for con
venient and efficient use. Tilt cord ends shall have neat wood, metal, 
or composition pull knobs attached. Metal knobs shall be suitably 
protected by rubber.

D-6d. All cords and cables shall be attached in a neat and positive 
manner, and shall be easily detachable and replaceable.

D-Ge. Unless otherwise specified, the tilting cord and device shall be 
near the end on the left side of the blind, and the lifting cords shall be 
near the end on the right side.

D-6f. Automatic stop or lifting cord lock.—Unless otherwise specified, 
blinds shall be provided with an efficient operating device, designed 
tojsecurely hold the blind at any height by simply drawing the lifting
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cord to right or left without the necessity of fastening the lifting cord, 
or the device shall automatically hold the blind at the desired height 
by simply releasing the lifting cord, in which case it shall be released 
for lowering or raising the blind by drawing the pull cord to right or 
left. The device shall operate effectively without cutting or chafing 
the cords. Unless otherwise specified, the automatic stop or locking 
device shall be at the right end of the blind.

D-6g. Cord cleats.—-Unless otherwise specified, in addition to the 
automatic stop or lifting cord lock, blinds shall be provided with a 
suitable brass or bronze cord cleat and screws to which the blind may 
be secured by the lifting cord, at any desired height.

D-6h. Metal equalizers.—Blinds shall be provided with suitable 
metal equalizers to hold pull cords together and insure even raising 
and lowering of blinds.

.D-7. Slider side guides.—When specified, blinds shall be provided 
with solid brass, bronze, or aluminum side guides, and other hardware 
necessary for the proper operation of guided blinds. Metal for such 
guides shall be of a suitable gage, and the construction of the guides 
shall be such as to prevent warp, twist, or deformation. Substantial 
fiat metal clips shall be neatly and securely mounted on both ends of 
guided slats, so as to serve as a reinforcement to the end of the slats 
as well as a guide for the blind. The clips and projecting heads which 
slide in guides shall be integral. Unless otherwise specified, % inch 
thick slats shall be used. Clips shall be provided on both ends of at 
least every seventh slat. (When specified, lA inch thick slats shall be 
used, with clips at uniform intervals of not more than 18 inches, for 
blind height.) Rod or wire guides will not be acceptable.

D-7a. The design of guides and shoe or ball slide shall be such that 
the shoe or ball will be properly engaged in or with the guide at all 
times during normal operation of the blind, and the guided slat ends 
shall be readily detachable from the slides or guides, and shall be re
placeable. (The invitation for bids should specify whether the side 
guides shall be within the walls or extended.)

D-7b. Unless otherwise specified, guides shall extend and operate 
the full height of the opening. The guides shall be so designed as to 
permit the blinds to be operated freely and smoothly in any normal 
position in the height of the opening.
E. DETAIL REQUIREMENTS.

E-l. Type I blinds.—Single pull (or lift) type, operating over sub
stantially constructed and easily revolving brass pulleys, steel ball 
bearing pulleys, or lignum vitae pulleys.

E-l a. Tilt and bottom rails.—Tilt and bottom rails for single pull (or 
lift) blinds shall be % to % inch in thickness and 2% to 2% inches in 
width.

E-lb. Head rails.—Shall be V/% to 1% inches in thickness, and 2% to 
2% inches in width.
\' E-lc. Pulleys and housing.—Head rails shall securely house a suffi
cient number of pulleys, over which the pull cords shall operate in such 
a manner as to prevent binding and unnecessary rubbing of the cords. 
Pulleys shall be enclosed and shall not be visible when the blind is in 
the hanging position.
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E-2. Type II blinds.—Compound pull (or easy lift) type. This type 
of blind shall be raised and lowered by at least four cords or cables in 
lieu of the usual two, operating over a system of substantially con
structed and easily revolving brass pulleys, steel ball bearing pulleys, 
or lignum vitae pulleys, providing a lift of 1 foot of blind for each 2 
feet of travel of the lift.

E-2a. Head rails.—Shall be not less than inches in thickness, 
and not less than 2% inches in width, a plus tolerance of % inch allowed.

E-2b. Tilt rails shall be not less than 94 inch in thickness, and not 
less than 2% inches in width, a plus tolerance of Y% inch allowed.

E-2c. Bottom rails shall be not less than inches in thickness and 
not less than 2% inches in width, and shall be provided with a slat to 
cover routings. A plus tolerance of % inch allowed.

E-2d. Head and bottom.—Both head and bottom rails shall securely 
and efficiently house a sufficient number of easily revolving pulleys over 
which lift cords shall operate in such a manner as to prevent binding 
and unnecessary rubbing of the cords.

E-3. Type III blinds.—Operated by oscillating roller lifts. This type 
of blind shall be raised and lowered by at least four cables or cords 
which are wound on oscillating spools or rollers set in the head box.

E-3a. Tilt and bottom rails shall be not less than % inch in thickness 
and not less than 2% inches in width a plus tolerance of % inch allowed.

E-3b. Head box.—A box shall completely enclose a round steel roller 
or roller of other equally suitable material approximately 2^ inches in 
diameter, supported by two solid round steel bearings at the ends, one 
of which shall have a suitable screw thread which will give the roller a 
transverse motion as it revolves, so that the lifting cables or cords will 
wind evenly without piling up, and keep the blind horizontal. The 
other bearing may be a plain round steel type. The steel bearings shall 
properly fit and operate in substantial bronze or steel bushings rigidly 
secured to the ends of the roller, or forming an integral part of end 
eaps. Bushings may be detachable and replaceable. Both bearings 
shall be neatly and rigidly attached to the head box, and the roller 
shall properly fit the bearings so that there will be no excessive play 
or noise in its operation.

E-3c. The head box, roller bearings, brackets, and other parts of 
operating mechanism or hanging hardware, shall be substantially con
structed, and so designed as to be efficient in use, and compact and 
neat in appearance. Head box shall be finished similar to the slats.

E-3d. The head box shall be so assembled that it may be easily 
taken apart and reassembled for adjustments, repairs, or replacement 
of parts contained therein. The front of the head box shall be one 
piece, of plain design, and secured with neatly concealed fastenings and 
made removable for access to operating mechanism.

F. METHODS OF SAMPLING, INSPECTION. AND TESTS.
F-l. Sampling and inspection.—One or more blinds of each type and 

size shall be taken from each lot of 50 or less delivered, to determine 
compliance with the requirements of this specification.

F-2. Test.—When in the.hanging position, blinds under test shall 
be raised to their highest position and the lift cord released, allowing the
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fication are required, the dimensions of the bottom rails and head 
member or box should also be changed accordingly.

1-8. This specification covers only the types, classes, grades, sizes, 
etc., of the commodity as generally purchased by the Federal Govern
ment and is not intended to include all of the types, etc., which are 
commercially available.

1-9. An index of Federal Specifications may be obtained upon 
application as noted in paragraph next below, price 10 cents.

I-10. Copies of this specification may be obtained upon application 
accompanied by money order or coupon, or cash, to the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. Price,
5 cents.

Notice.—When Government drawings, specifications, or other data are used for any pur
pose other than m connection with a definitely related Government procurement operation, 
the United States Government thereby incurs no responsibility nor any obligation whatso- ' 
ever, and the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any way 
supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data, is not to be regarded by implication 
or otherwise as in any manner licensing the holder or any other person or corporation, or 
conveying any rights or permission to manufacture, use, or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto.
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U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1938

Por sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. Price 5 cents



POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR VENETIAN BLINDS June 15, 1958

!• All bidders are expected to visit the site of the work and to inform 

themselves as to all existing conditions* Failure to do so will in no 

way relieve the successful bidder from the necessity of furnishing all 

equipment and materials and performing all work required for the completicn 

of the contract in conformity with the specifications. No allowance will 

be made for the failure of a bidder correctly to estimate the difficulties 

attending the execution of the work* Samples of blinds and equipment it is 

proposed to use may be requested for inspection purposes, and if not in ac

cordance with the specifications or if they will not satisfy the purpose for 

which intended, the award will be made to the lowest bidder meeting the spec

ifications.

2. All dimensions are approximate. Successful bidder (contractor) shall 

be responsible for determining earliest possible date upon which the build

ing is available for taking final measurements and shall verify at the build

ing all necessary measurements and data and will be hold responsible for the 

correct sizes, proper fitting, and installation*

5* Bids should be based on the quantity stated but the right is reserved ^ 

to make proportionate adjustment for changes including the elimination of 

addition to the number specified.

1+. The type of installation bracket ordinarily shall securely hold the head 

rail without screws or other fasteners and permit of readily removing the blind 

by hand• Attachment should bo made to wood or metal. Drilling into concrete 

or plaster must be avoided except where necessary. On windows with hinged in

side screens, or grilles, blinds must be installed in such manner as not to 

interfere with opening of screens or grilles. If it is found there is insuff

icient head space above the opening to permit of operating the grilles after' 

bundling,the contractor shall furnish a statement as to the number, location, 

and dimensions of such openings, and at the same time outline in detail the 

method of installation proposed to be used in overcoming this difficulty.

5« . Circle-top windows or circular transoms shall be fitted with sunbursts 

with frames. Rectangular transoms shall be fitted with fixed slats adjusted 
in a frame to an angle of hfr degrees. Such installations shall be made in a 

manner that the blinds may be easily removed for cleaning purposes.

6. On submitting bids for openings designated as being equipped with screens 

or wire grilles, allovrances should be made for extra blind area representing 

additional length and width duo to the necessity of installing blinds above 

opening on plaster wall for proper clearance of opened grille, and extension 

brackets for proper clearance of grille or screen handles.

(Continued on page 2)
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR VENETIAN BLINDS June 15, IQJS.

7* LRienevcr not explicitly described in these specifications, all materials 

and workmanship used or employed in carrying out the work under this contract 

shall be of the best of the respective grades and qualities used in modern 

construction practice*

8* The contractor s1to.11 supply all materials and do all work which is de

scribed, on which may bo reasonably implied, as being incidental to the work 

of this Contract; and shall remove, reconstruct, replace and make good, as 

directed, all defective materials and workmanship without additional charge 

and regardless of any previous approval or acceptance of such defective mater

ials and workmanship within a period of 6 months,

9» The contractor will not be allowed to take advantage of any errors or 

omissions in these specifications, but shall immediately, upon his discovery 

of any statement or detail which is discrepant or which otherwise appears to 

be in error, bring the same to the attention of the Purchasing Agent, Post 

Office Department, Washington, D.C,

10, The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder complying 
with conditions of the invitation for bids; provided1 his bid is reasonable 

and it is to the interest of the United States to accept it. The bidder to 

whom the award is made will be notified at the earliest possible date. The 

right is reserved to reject any and all bids and to waive any informality in 

bids received whenever such rejection or waiver'is in the interest of the 

United States. The right is also reserved to reject the bid of a bidder who 

has previously'failed to perform properly or complete on time contracts of a 

similar nature, or a bid of a bidder who is not in a position to perform the 

contract.
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