
C. KcwLtW. OUju^i S. X\W; 1

cW-- '-tt^kA-'w oil *jy>—

SHOULD CHARLOTTE BUILD TWO COMIUKITY COLLEGES?

- 0 -

A REPORT ON A PROJECT

BY THE

CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG council on human relations

- 0 -

MAY 17, 1961

p
i IL)

CHARLOTTE 3rd MECKLENBURG COUNTY

CHARLOHE 2, N. C.



wmam mm w

One of the purposes of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Council on Hunan 

Relations is "to investigate and study the facts relating to racial problems" and, 

"from time to time, to make suggestions and recommendations for the solution of 

specific problems." Pursuant to this purpose, the Council more than two years ago, 

turned its attention on the problem of junior college education in Charlotte.

On January ill, 1959, the executive committee of this Council addressed 

a letter, marked "not for publication," to the Trustees of the Charlotte Community 

College System, in which the question was raised as to the advisability of build

ing two new community colleges in Charlotte. The Council asked the board if it 

would not be better to concentrate first on the development of Charlotte College, 

and to delay any capital outlay for land or buildings for Carver College.

Having received no reply to this communication, the Council on May 

1959, addressed an open letter to the Trustees which expressed the conviction that 

one community college, serving all qualified students, would best serve the needs 

of the young people of this community.

On May 21st there appeared an editorial in the Charlotte News entitled 

"Is There a Place For Carver College?" This editorial, and the Council's reply 

which the News carried on May 28, brought out certain basic questions and view

points , as follows:

Said the Charlotte News: "In the past, Carver College has been able to 

answer many special needs of local Negroes and it should continue to do so."

The Council replied: "It is true that in the past Carver has been pro

viding for special needs of local Negroes, but these special needs came about for 

two reasons: (1) Charlotte College was closed to Negroesj and (2) Negroes re

ceived inferior training in their "separate but equal" schools. Wien Charlotte 

College is in fact open to all qualified students, and when all public schools 

give adequate training, there will be no "special needs" for Negroes."



The News said; "There is no more reason for closing Carver's doors now 

than there is for closing the doors of North Carolina College in Durham or A. & T. 

College in Greensboro."

The Council replied; "The two colleges named above were built many years 

ago; this is 19?9. Both North Carolina College and A. & T. College are located in 

communities where there is no other public college for local students to attend; 

this is not true in Charlotte. In any case, it is not a question of closing Carver 

now. The question is: In the year 1959, should we plan to build and equip a new

Carver College when the trend is definately away from segregated education, and 

v/hen there is not enough money to build one first-rate institution?"

The NeTirs said; "It would be cruelly disruptive of highly sensitive 

social and educational processes to wipe out Carver College overnight and expect 

a previously all-white institution to serve the same needs."

The Council replied: "No one that we know of is suggesting that Carver

College be wiped out overnight. What we suggest is that, with the new building 

program, it would be a good time to make a change of policy in favor of non-dis

crimination in education. Carver College would necessarily be continued in the 

transition period."

Finally the News said; "The community needs both Charlotte and Carver

colleges."

The Council said: "We don't think this enlightened community needs, a

"white" college and a "Negro" college. The community, we believe, ought to pro

vide first-rate educational opportunities for all of its young people. The college 

curriculum will need to be varied to meet the needs of individuals who have dif

ferent talents and aspirations. But there are no special needs of Negroes as such; 

nor of white people as such."

With this public exchange of viewpoints, the Council let the matter rest 

for about a year except for informal conferences with individual trustees. The



Council hoped that no action would be taken on the proposal to build a new Carver 

College.

Hovrever, in the spring and summer of I960, the Trustees announced plans 

for going forward with the construction of two new Carver College buildings. The 

Council appointed a committee to make a new study of the problem. This committee 

reported the following facts:

The objectives of the two colleges are the same, namely:

10 Preparation for further academic or professional study in 

a four year college or university through the two years of 

college work.

2. Preparation for immediate employment through vocational and 

business education.

3. Adult education

The committee further found that the admission requirements, fees and 

tuition, and degrees awarded are the same for the two colleges.

The conclusion of the study was that there is unnecessary duplication 

here, and that one college, serving all qualified students, would provide the best 

possible education facilities for the young people of this area.

On January 16, a delegation from the Council and other interested per

sons, about 25 in number, appeared at a meeting of the Trustees of the two colleges 

and presented these views. A spokesman for the Trustees denied that there was any 

waste in building two colleges, deplored the fact that the issue of segregation 

had been raised, and contended that in the long run the policy of the Trustees

“n building two separate colleges would result in bringing great educational ad

vantages to both races.

At this same meeting, the Trustees were presented with a resolution 

opposing the building of two separate colleges which had been passed by 16 Negro 

organizations representing more than a thousand Negroes in Charlotte.



On February 2nd, the executive committee of the Council adopted and made 

public a statement which summarized the arguments for and against the building of 

two separate colleges as follows:

The main arguments which have been put forward to justify the building of 

two community colleges in Charlotte are these;

(1) Two colleges vri.ll better fulfill "the tragic need for college 

capacity herec"

(2) Vilhen, at some future time, Charlotte College is taken over by 
the state and made into a U-year institution. Carver College 

will be needed as a community-type junior college.
(3) Carver is needed for those students who cannot meet the academic 

requirements of Charlotte College.

It is further argued that no question of segregation or integration 

is involved, since both colleges will be open to qualified students of both races.

Let us examine these arguments.

(1) The fact that there is a "tragic need for college capacity" in 

this area is precisely the reason why no money should be wasted in duplicating 

facilities, such as land, library, laboratories, student center, etc. It is an ■ 

indisputable fact that more capacity would be available to more students if all 

available funds were used at one location.

(2) The future of Charlotte College is, to say the least, uncertain.

The State Board of Higher Education has made it clear that they have no plans for 

a U-year institution in this area. This Board has also stated that if, at some 

future date, a U-year institution is located in this area, it may, or may not, take 

over Charlotte College for this purpose.

Furthermore, if Charlotte College were taken over by the state, it is

doubtful whether Carver College would ever be used as a community college for both 

Negroes and whites.

_ (3) No other educational institution in the state maintains a separate

unit for work on a sub-standard academic level, bhy should such a unit be main

tained in Charlotte? It is the function of the public schools to prepare students 

for college.

. con^,en't'ion that no question of segregation or integration is
involved (since both colleges will be open to students of both races), one would 

be naive indeed to accept this statement at face value. If there were no Negroes 

in Charlotte, if there were only white students to educate, would the trustees be 

planning to build two colleges? lie think not.

The question of segregation or integration cannot be avoided. If a new 

Carver College is built, this will tend to perpetuate segregation. A few ambitious 

and above-average Negro students will enter Charlotte College, but for all practi

cal purposes we will have a Negro college and a white college. If only one college 

io built, and Carver College is eventually closed, we will do away with segregation 

and all students will be givenequal educational opportunities.



On February 21, 1961, the Trustees of the colleges released an official 

statement setting forth their position on the controversy. They contended, in 

this statement, that race was not a factor in determining entrance requirement at 

either college, and that there is no question of duplication of facilities since 

Charlotte and Carver colleges are two different institutions with different pur

poses and programs,

In reply to this latter contention, a spokesman for the Council view

point stated on March U, that the objectives of the two colleges as set forth in 

their current catalogues are identical; that there is not a single course at 

Carver that is not also offered at Charlotte College; and that the two colleges 

operate under the same legislature act which calls for "freshman and sophomore 

courses of a college of arts and sciences and/or the first and second year courses 

of a two year technical institute of college grade." In other words, if Charlotte 

and Carver are two different institutions with different purposes and programs, 

this is not apparent now, except that one is obviously for Negroes and the other 

primarily for whites.

The Council has devoted much study to this problem of two colleges vs. 

one college; it has tried to inform and educate the public as to the issues in

volved; it has recommended a solution to the problem. The Council can do no more. 

Its function is limited to these objectives.


