
The Connector

Newsletter of the Tar River Connections Genealogical Society

Preserving the Past... for the Future

Winter, 1999 Peggy Strickland & Billie Jo Matthews, Co- Editors Volume 3 Issue 1

The Sport of Kings

It was just past sunrise on a warm

spring day. The small army of men, 

wagons and fighting cocks was gath

ered north of Paso Del Norte in 

Mexico, an area 

which was later to be 

part of Texas. Small, 

short of statue, and 

immaculately dressed,

Antonio Lopez de 

Santa Anna, the Die 

tator of Mexico, en

tered the arena and 

paraded slowly and

with great dignity around the spacious

cockpit, holding the Spanish Blue 

cock out for the admiration of the 

spectators. After circling the pit 3 

times, he turned to Nick Arrington, 

gentleman farmer and chief deputy 

sheriff of Nash Co, NC, and asked, 

"Are you ready, Senor 

Arrington?"

Nick Arrington, his 

patience worn thin by 

the slow formality of 

the preliminaries so vi

tal to the Mexicans, 

answered quickly,

"Yes, General."

The two men 

stepped to the center

of the ring and introduced the birds,

holding them firmly by the legs while 

they pecked angrily at each other. 

Then they allowed the birds to flap 

their wings and attempt to attack 

each other. Once the birds were suffi- 

ciendy angry, Nick and Santa Anna 

stepped back and set the cocks on 

the score lines. At the referee's com

mand, "Pit your cocks," the cocks 

were released.

Each bird left his score line in a 

flash. They broke high in the center 

of the pit, shuffling fast in the air.The 

movements of the steel gaffs were 

too quick for the observers to see.

Sport, Page 7

Down, Down The 

River— 

Edgecombe Co.

By Louise Fuller

The Tar River has reached the 

Great Falls in Nash County and 

rushes down the channel between 

the rocks, some of which are huge 

boulders. Technically, it is passing 

from the Piedmont to the Coastal 

Plains area. The channel at the fall 

line becomes more shallow and 

rocky. The river is 130 miles from 

its coastal destination as it flows to 

the east by Goose Branch and the 

swampy area in its path.

East Carolina University's pro

fessional investigators, with volun

teer help, have archaeologically 

researched the area. They found 

evidence of a Saponi Indian vil

lage above the Falls and a Tus- 

carora unit below the Falls. The 

turbulent war years of 1711 -1714 

marked the doom of Native Ameri

can control and the beginning of 

colonial settlement in the area. 

Edgecombe is one of the oldest of 

North Carolina's counties; many

See Down, PAGE 12

A STRONG TICKET

The Populist County Convention last 

week nominated the following ticket: 

Coroner, Dr. T.A. Matthews, Castal- 

ia township—Surveyor, Geo. Ricks, 

Nashville—Register of Deeds, J.H.T. 

Baker, Coopers—Clerk of the Court, 

M.B. Williford, Rocky Mount- 

Sheriff, John R. Green, Rocky 

Mount—Treasurer, S.H. Brantley, 

Jackson—House of Representatives, 

Matthew C. Strickland, Castal- 

ia—Senate, Jos.C. Bellamy, North 

Whitakers.

[Rocky Mount Phoenix, May 3, 1894]

Revolutionary 

War Fire Lit in 

Franklin Co.

(The Origin of Lynch Law)

Most fires start from small 

sparks. The Chicago fire, for 

instance, is reported to have origi

nated when Mrs. Leary's cow 

kicked over a lantern. And so it is 

with other great conflagrations of 

disasters. In this connection, the 

people of Franklin County will tell 

you that the first spark of the Revo

lutionary War broke out within the 

borders of their county; and history 

bears them out in this assertion.

Major Lynch was a tax collector 

and worked under Governor Try- 

on. He raised cain throughout the 

territory he visited and was

See Lynch, Page 15
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1. Members may submit three quer

ies annually to the address below. 

A fee of $5.00 must accompany 

each query submitted by a non

member.

2. The query should be in the form 

of a typed or printed letter (easy 

on the eyes!) and should include 

a time frame and as much perti

nent information as possible.

3. Queries should concern someone

who has resided in the following 

counties: Person, Granville,

Vance, Franklin, Nash, Edge

combe, Pitt, Beaufort, or adja

cent counties linked to the Tar 

River by streams and creeks.

4. Please include all that you know 

pertaining to the question you are 

asking.

5. Please include a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope.

6. Don't expect a miracle!!
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Spreading Their Wings

By August 1804, twenty she members of the Nash County Falls of the 

Tar Primitive Baptist Church were dismissed by letter in order to form 

the Sappony Primitive Baptist Meeting House twelve miles south of 

Nashville. The use of the land had been given to the Sappony fellowship 

by Edward Ballard. Ballard stipulated that they must "keep or cause to be 

kept upon said land a house for the worship of God".

Under the leadership of Elder Jordan Sherrod, the following members 

were present when the new church was constituted on 17 Aug 1804:

Jane Sherrod 

Nathan Joyner 

Nancy Joyner 

John Joyner 

Elizabeth Joyner 

Lewis Joyner 

John Polland 

Sally Polland 

Annie Hambleton

Josiah Melton 

Martha "Patsey" 

Melton 

John Vick 

Susie Vick 

Samuel Hunt 

Rhoda Hunt 

Mary Poland 

Elizabeth Bone

Christine Knight 

Edward Ballard 

Lucy Bottoms 

Sarah Bofer 

Henry Atkinson 

Grace Edwards 

William Dawes 

Joiner Venos

Sappony Primitive 

Baptist Church was 

chartered in 1804. The 

original building, al

though much reno

vated, is still in 

existence today.

The outhouse, still 

present on the grounds 

a short while ago, was 

very elaborate for its 

day—boasting three 

fine holes!

Antioch Church

In 1813, twenty three members of Sappony Meeting House left by letter 

to form another Primitive Baptist Church on Turkey Creek in Nash 

County, known as Antioch. Antioch chose Elder Jordan Sherwood as pas

tor. John Rice and Osborne Strickland were chosen as deacons along 

with William Jordan as church clerk.

Sandy Grove

By 1823, Antioch had evolved into Lemmon's Meeting House. When 

this building fell into disrepair, a new church was built and was given the 

name Sandv Grove.

i
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Nash County Arts Council

The Old Folks 

Remembered

Told by Stanley Moore of Red Oak

I was born and raised on a farm 

about 1 mile south of Red Oak.

My parents were Will Moore and 

Savannah Cockrell Moore.

My dad was a real disciplinari

an—strict. When he spoke, he 

meant it. That was it. There was 

no answering back. He didn't 

switch us or beat us with a stick 

like some parents did. He hollered 

at us. All the children would say, 

"If you don't behave yourself, 

you're going to get a hollerin'-at." 

We loved him, but he was strict.

My mom was just a sweet 

thing, always pleasant, always 

helping other people. She was 

easy-going and not bossy, and she 

was always carrying on with a lot 

of little fiinny jokes. In her late 

years she was blind. She was a 

Duke fan, and she always listened 

to Duke football and basketball 

games on the radio. She dipped 

snuff I can see her right now. If 

the game got tight, she would get 

that toothbrush (twig from a tree 

in our yard) and get it going in her 

snuffbox. She didn't like for Duke 

to lose. If Duke lost, the referees 

cheated. Of course, that was back 

when Wallace Wade and Bill 

Murray were coaching; and Duke 

didn't lose much. Mama had an 

older sister, Mollie Thurston,

See Old Folks, Page 15

Is The Devil Good?

The Rev. Thomas R. Owen of Tarborough was a Presbyterian minister 

who for many years preached to a Baptist congregation, before becoming a 

Baptist himself. He was of high social antecedents and culture, a man of abil

ity and a scholar. He had an acute mind, with perhaps something of a satiri

cal, not to say cynical, turn, and a quick wit and dry humor.

There worked at odd jobs in the community a rather weak and sorry char

acter by the name of Enos Womble. Enos was a Kehukee Baptist and had 

once set up, or tried to set up, as a preacher. He said he had had a 

divine call; that he was in the woods at night coon-hunting and he 

saw a shooting star and heard a voice speaking to him, saying, "Go, 

preach the Gospel." His brethren, of the Baptist denomination, did 

not believe that Enos was in any way qualified to be a preacher, but 

upon their own principles they did not know how to oppose the au

thority of such a divine call. But Sister King, a member of the same 

church and a very shrewd woman, was determined that her church 

should not be discredited by having such a preacher. She had great 

influence, and she sent for Enos to come and see her.

Enos came, and gave her a very clear account of his experience, 

and of the divine call he had heard, at the same moment in which he 

beheld the flaming meteor. Sister King could not deny either the star 

or the voice. But she was equal to the occasion. "Enos," she said, "I do not 

doubt that you saw the shooting star and that you heard the Lord's voice. But 

He was not calling you, Enos. He was calling another man, and you just hap

pened to overhear Him." Sister King's explanation commanded general ap

proval, and Enos was not numbered among the preachers.

But he considered himself, in a manner, one of the champions of the Faith, 

and by this attitude perhaps invited the assaults of the skeptic. He was 

employed in painting a house about two miles from town (Tarboro). One day 

Dr. Jos. J. Lawrence, son of the famous Kehukee Baptist preacher, Elder 

Joshua Lawrence, but himself a professed skeptic, was passing by and he at

tacked Enos upon the subject of the Bible:

"Enos, do you believe that everything in 

the Bible is true?"

"Yes, doctor, I surely do."

"Well, Enos, doesn't the bible say that God

made all things?"

Yes, doctor, and I believe it."

"Doesn't the Bible say, Enos, that after the 

Lord had made everything, He beheld all that he had 

made, and it was very good? Do you beheve that Enos?"

"Yes, doctor, I surely believe it."

"Well, Enos, didn’t the Lord make the Devil?"

"Yes, doctor, the Lord made the Devil."

"Well, Enos, is the Devil very good?"

This was too much for Enos, and the doctor went off

laughing at him.

See Devil, Page 17
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The Unique Tomb of 

William Andrew Jeffreys

\V illiam Andrew Jeffreys, born 23 Jan 1817 in

Franklin Co., was a slim, handsome man with blue 

eyes, auburn hair, and a small chin-strap beard. He mar

ried Martha Hart Jeffreys, his first cousin and grand

daughter of Isaac Hunter, a famous tavern keeper. 

They had 3 sons: Rob

ert Walter Jeffreys,

Edward Livingston 

Jeffreys, and William 

Andrew Jeffreys. In 

1837, he was commis

sioned as an ensign in 

the 29th Regiment of 

Franklin Co. He later 

studied law in Raleigh 

under William H.

Haywood, earned his 

law license, and became 

court’s magistrate for 

Franklin Co. He also 

looked after the farm at his home, ’’Rock Rest” and 

bred blooded horses.

In 1843, Jeffreys decided to run for the State Senate 

from the 26th District, while his friend, William

CONNECTOR

Woods Holden, would run for the House of Com

mons in Wake Co. However, lacking the 100 acres of 

land required to be a member of the House, Holden 

proposed that Jeffreys deed him 100 acres in Wake Co, 

for which he would give Jeffreys a note. Holden an

nounced, ”We are young now; but let us be firm. We are 

boys, comparatively; let us labour to show ourselves 

men.” As fate would have it, instead of entering the leg

islature, Holden became the editor of the Democratic

Party newspaper, the Stan

dard Jeffreys, meanwhile, 

was elected to the State Sen

ate, taking his seat in Nov., 

1844.

Jeffreys was noted, dur

ing his first session, as a 

party loyalist, destined to be 

a leader with a bright future. 

In March of 1845, he left 

Franklin Co. to journey to 

Texas. He carried with him 

a letter of introduction from 

Robert B. Gilliam of 

Louisburg to E.A. Rhodes 

of Galveston, which said, in part: ”Mr. W.A. Jeffreys... 

is a gentleman of the first standing in this section of the 

country... ."

See Unique, Page 9

They Called it Helmira

By Harrtette Thorne Kent

The little New Testament is ragged 

now. Its black cloth cover is torn 

and some of its pages, loosened 

from the spine, bear the brown 

stains of water and age. But the 

words of the presentation are sharp 

and clear.

"JZ-pril 4,1864. {Jrom the ^Maryland 

State (Bible Society to flohn T). SMinchew, 

Solder in Corny y Ti 12th ZRegt Dd.C. TJoh. 

Should D die on the (Battlefield or in SHospital, 

for the sake of ^Humanity, acquaint Jessie 

JMinchew, residing at Stantonsburg, (Wilson 

County, Sti.C. of the fact and where my remains 

may be found."

John V. Minchew was a boy of 

sixteen when he left his father’s 

farm and shouldered a rifle in 

Wayne Co,, NC. With a pencil, in

a rounded, youthful, now faded, 

hand, he has written in his Bible a 

short outline of his time away from 

home.

"John U. ^Minchew. Prison of (War. Capt 

the 21 of July, 1863 and arive to (Bint 

lookout JHd the 22 day of September an 

arived to Glmira the 18 of St 1864"

Certainly homesick, his effort to 

stay connected to his family in even 

a remote way shows when, in other 

scripts, there appears the family 

name of North Carolina neighbors 

and relatives.

"(J4ir. John THom, Cloverdale, Butnam 

Co., Dnd.n

JVlr. John3iom,Quincey, Dnd"

Nothing further is written on 

these tissue-thin pages so that we 

may now identify these two men, so 

the names remain only an allusion to 

John Minchew’s longing for home.

Elmira, situated on the banks of 

the Chemung River in the rolling 

hills of upstate NY, in 1864 was a 

busy stop on the Chemung Canal 

and the major link between east- 

west and north-south railroad lines. 

It was also the Draft Rendezvous 

and staging area for Union troops in 

that part of the state and as far west 

as Michigan. As the war continued 

and Southern losses mounted Con-

See Helmira, Page 13

MI

Ej'or Sale.

r DWELLING HOUSE, Storp
<v,t’Jbl and Warehouse, and other buil

dings in Grceinrille, Pitt County, N. C.— 
This property comprises one square of four 
lots.*- Tcrtns reasonable. Apply to Wie in 

person or by letter.. Mr. G. A. Daricy vill 
show the property to any person -who wish

es to see it.

i P. S. If no

C. STEPHENS,
, •’ Hamilton, N. C. 

disposed of can bo rented. 
August 11, |l8C6. . * . ; ^ 37-tf

\Tarboro Southerner, 3 Jan 18671
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Pittman/Denton Cemetery 

Cdgecombe County. DC

POTHER

Ulalter S. Pittman, b. 28 Jim 1813. d. 19 fipr 1925 

HIOTHER

Elizabeth Pittman, b. Feb 1818

Blanch, d/o Ulalter & Elizabeth 

b. 23 Oct 1910. d. 6 Feb 1918

Rebecca E.. d/o Ulalter 6 Elizabeth 

b.28Janl905.d.l9Uoul9n

lUartha Pittman, b. 20 Sep I8B0. d. 6 Jul 1919

Cornelius 0. Pittman, b. 30 IRay 1884. d. 20 Dec 1038

Lew ft Denton, s/o J.H. Denton 

b. 25 Feb I9l>i. d. 29 Rug 1929

Laver Denton, s/o Emmerliza 6 Franh Denton 

b. 5 Jun 1813. d. G Jun 1813

James R b 6 d 15 (Ray 1886

Susan Denton m/o Franh Denton 

b. 1820. d. 1891

Franh Denton. Jr„ s/o Emmerliza £ Franh 

b. 26 Olay 1816. d. 5 Jun 1895

[This small cemetery is located on 

O’Neal Rd (SR 1426) 5 mi. from Leg

gett, about V2 mi. off the road behind 

the home of Robert C. Ruffin, Box 

304A. It was found and copied by 

Donald Cooper, TRC member.]

<3^ t&Jl Q&WIC&-

1800-1805 — Years of Growth — (3rd Article in a Series)

Melia Joyner Stephen Robbins 

Christian Knight Wm Robbins Jr 

Jane Sherrod Joseph Murray 

Cranberry Bagget David Lancaster 

Bathsheba Morris Olive Lancaster 

Lewis Wells Ezekiel Winstead 

Sally Longbottom Julian Robbins 

Francis Winstead Nancy Gardner 

Mary Ricks James Long 

Lucy Longbottom Sally Long

Elizabeth Bone 

John Vick 

Susannah Vick 

Jacob Joyner 

Nancy Joyner 

Nathan Joyner 

John Joyner 

Thomas Morris 

Jemina Glanden 

Henry Lancaster 

Charity Bunn 

Arm Gay 

Charlotte Joyner 

Sarah Poland 

Edward Jackson 

Rachel Seley 

Elizabeth Joyner 

Samuel Briley 

Littleberry Land 

Mary Land 

Dorcas Williford 

Elizabeth Pitman 

Robert Moy

Hillery Morris 

Thomas Wells 

William Draughan 

Miles Draughan 

Elizabeth Cobb 

James Draughan 

Elizabeth Draug

han

John Robbins 

Jesse Pitman 

Elizabeth Bagget 

James Lancaster 

Mourning Wins

tead

Sally Williams 

Joshua Williams 

Malachi Soary 

Caty Winstead 

Rachel Briley 

Ruth Henry 

John Pope 

Penelope Pope 

Polly Brake

Seely Baker 

Delilah Joyner 

Lettice Soary 

John Williford 

Sarah Williford 

James Looper 

William Gardner 

Milly Robbins 

Patsy Robbins 

Sely Stallings 

Soloman Ward 

Lewis Joyner 

William Dixon 

Eliza Taylor 

Keziah Bateman 

Sarah Lancaster 

Polly Hays 

Mary Beeland 

Lucy Soary 

Mary Parker 

Milly Moy 

Locky Lancaster 

Matthew White

head

Polly Lancaster 

Anna Looper 

Constant Thorn

hill

Mary Hendren 

Josiah Battle 

Jane Battle 

John Atkinson 

John Pitman

Delilah Pitman 

Jesse Brake 

Patience Brake 

William Bunn 

Olive Rose 

Miles Stallings 

Ann Ross 

Dicey Watkins 

John Brake 

Ann Jones 

James Stallings 

Jesse Price 

David Bunn 

Sally Camel Wells 

William Riley 

Daniel Ross 

Aaron Mainor 

Priscilla Stallings 

Rebeckah Atkin

son

William Gadd 

Isaac Ricks 

Howell Under

wood

Lazarus Jones 

Delilah Stallings 

Bedy Pope 

Mary Bames 

Keziah Thomas 

Ann Watkins 

Elizabeth Hines 

Sarah Spicer 

Moore

Polly Dixon 

Elizabeth Proctor 

Caty Robbins 

David Moseley 

Sally Meares 

Silvy Pitman 

Jediah Holliman 

Lewis Todd 

Phebe Proctor 

Parthena Taylor 

Nancy Robbins 

Penelope Bames 

John Bell 

William Meares 

Elizabeth Seers 

Richard Block- 

some

Patsey Patrick 

James Bames 

Lucinda Battle 

Abraham Jones 

William Thom 

Martha Thorn 

Temperance 

Smith

Charity Vaughan 

Samuel Hunt 

John Poland 

Elizabeth Griffin 

David Taylor 

Elizabeth Mainor 

William Rose 

Jane Proctor

Winney Proctor 

Jesse Griffin 

Rhoda Hunt 

Josiah Melton 

Patsey Melton 

Jonas Whitley 

Willie Robertson 

Winney Robert

son

Elizabeth Brake 

William Robert

son

Martha Robertson 

William Pope 

Henry Atkinson 

Grace Edwards 

Mary Poland 

Anna Hambleton 

Bathsheba Lan

caster Johnston 

Hannah Lancaster 

Tilley Watkins 

Fanny Walker 

Bathsheba Brake 

Peggy Holland 

Polly Camel 

Delilah Whitfield 

Charity Griffin 

Ann Ricks 

Amey Owen 

Matthew Jones 

Ferby Calhoun 

Sely Jones
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Search and Research

The Henry Hunt Family

By Timothy W. Rackley

Henry Hunt of present day 

Franklin County wrote his Last Will 

and Testament 13 Nov 1750. In this 

instrument he named Agnes as his wife 

with James, George, Henry, William, 

and John being sons and Elizabeth 

Hunt being his daughter.

The purpose of this article is to ex

plore the families of his son Henry 

which will be referred to as Henry 

Hunt Jr. The biography of Henry 

Hunt Jr begins with the 4 Mar 1756 

guardianship bond of James Hunt as 

guardian of Henry, son of Henry Hunt, 

deceased. James returned his 

guardian-ship account into Granville 

Court on 7 Mar 1758.

Henry Jr bought 184 acres of land 

from William Simmonds 23 Mar 1765 

for £20. This land was described as 

being part of a patent dated 22 Jul 

1760 and lying in the fork of Cypress 

Swamp, adjoining William Jackson, 

Simmonds, Little Cypress, & the 

great Cypress. This transaction was 

witnessed by William Hunt, John 

Cook, and John Simmonds Jr.

Henry was not found again until the 

1771 Bute Co tax lists. He shows on 

the list immediately after William Jack

son who is taxable for himself, his son 

John & 2 slaves. Henry Hunt Jr is 

taxable for himself and 1 slave.

Sometime between the 1771 tax list

ings and the 1777 sale of William 

Baker's estate, Henry Hunt Jr died. 

Among the buyers at estate sale of 

William Baker are Martha Hunt 

(Henry Jr's widow) and Elias Gay 

(who later married Martha). Through 

various Franklin County records, it has 

been established Henry Jr and Martha 

had at least three children who were 

Charity Hunt, William Hunt, and 

Polly Hunt. The birth years of the 

children are unknown except for Polly

See Hunt, Page 18

Trevathan House

The old Trevathan House,

originally located on Mill Street in 

Rocky Mount, NC is said to have 

been built prior to 1818. It was the 

pioneer's idea of an economically 

built house, with two rooms up and 

two rooms down with a detached

ning the width instead of the length 

of the house.

There were chimneys at each end 

of the house, and this was the only 

means of heating at that period. 

There was a plentiful supply of 

dried oak, with pine lightwood for 

kindling, from the nearby woods. 

Coals were banked for keeping 

overnight.

kitchen in the yard (later moved up 

to the house.) It had no entrance 

hall, but when the Trevathan family 

grew, space was added to take care 

of them: another two rooms up and 

two rooms down with a hall run-

The land on which the 

house was built came 

into the Trevathan 

family by inheritance 

through Phoebe Ricks 

(Mrs. Joseph Price,) 

daughter of Eley 

Ricks, whose grandfa

ther had been the early 

settler, Isaac Ricks, 

who had numerous 

grants of land along 

, . Tar River. The sizable

farm which Phoebe 

Ricks Trevathan inherited from 

her father is now occupied by much 

of the City of Rocky Mount.

Phoebe Ricks Price and her hus

band Joseph Price had a daughter, 

SEE TREVATHAN, PAGE 19

Wilson Fe

male Academy

The exercises of this

school will commence on 

the 1st Monday in Janu

ary, in the large and com

modious building once 

used for the Richardson 

schools, and pleasantly 

situated, in a retired part 

of the town. The grounds 

are extensive, affording 

every facility for exercise 

and amusement. The 

building contains four 

large bathing rooms, and 

other conveniences, and 

is capable of accommo

dating 150 boarding pu

pils. The school room is 

furnished with new patent 

desks and chairs; and a 

fine philosophical and 

chemical apparatus has 

been ordered. The corps 

of Teachers will compare 

faborably with that of 

any Female college in the 

State, the leading teach

ers being well known to 

the public as having been 

engaged in the business 

of teaching for more than 

twenty years, both in the 

University of the State 

and in other public 

schools and seminaries.

INSTRUCTORS.

Rev. Wm. Hooper, 

Belles Lettres and Intel

lectual Philosoophy.

J. de B. Hooper, 

Languages, History and 

English Composition.

T.C. Hooper, Mathe

matics and Natural 

Sciences.

(Teacher to be sup

plied.)—Academic De

partment.

R.F. Hunt, Music, 

French and Painting.

T. C. HOOPER 

Wilson, N.C. 

Dec. 20, 1866

[Tarboro Southerner 

3 Jan 18671
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The Lamplighter

Our community was startled on 

Wednesday afternoon about 1 

o’clock by the announcement that 

John Sullivan had hanged himself. 

Immediately a crowd rushed to the 

house on Nash street which has 

been occupied by Sullivan for several 

years. He was discovered by two 

men, who were passing along the 

street. They heard his groan and 

found him in the back room with a 

rope around his neck, while he was 

half sitting upon some 

boxes with his head 

hung backwards.

The men gave the 

alarm and Mr. W. T.

Clifton, the first per

son to arrive with a 

knife, cut the rope, and 

by the assistance of 

several who had by this 

time arrived, the dying man was 

placed upon a mattress, and physi

cians at once summoned. He was 

taken down in a strangling condition 

and died within 30 minutes.

Several papers were found in his 

pocket upon which he had written 

of various subjects referring several 

times to his great suffering, and 

seemed sure there was a snake inside 

of him. He also wrote the doctors to

jgm *-yV •

,fnot fail to open him and let the 

world know why he had suffered.”

Mr. Sullivan came to this place 

about fifteen years ago, and for 

about eight years has filled the posi

tion of Lamp-Lighter of the town. 

In this position he has always given 

entire satisfaction, and the writer has 

often heard it said that his place 

would be hard to fill.

NOTES

Mr. Sullivan having requested so 

earnesdy that the doctors should 

make an examination of him when 

he died, the request was granted and

Dr. J. E. Malone 

made a post mortem 

examination. Of 

course everybody 

(nearly) thought that 

a snake would be 

found in the dead 

man, as he had so 

often so positively 

asserted that a reptile
.j* *r- "*

was inside him, but the only poisons 

found was about an ounce of spirits 

turpentine and about a half gill of 

whiskey.

Mr. Sullivan was from Pennsylva

nia. He was a very odd character, 

troubled no one and attended to his 

own business. His place as Lamp

Lighter will be hard to fill, as he 

seemed to take much pride in keep

ing the lamps in good order.

Sport, Cont. from Page 1

Each cock strained to overcome his 

opponent by flying above him to at

tack with the spur. Arrington’s cock 

managed to gaff the Spanish Blue of 

Santa Anna; the referee called, 

’’Handle your cocks!” The men 

separated the birds, returned them 

to their score lines, and again re

leased them to keep fighting. They 

flew and shuffled around the arena 

with such speed the referee was 

hard pressed to avoid them. After 

several rounds, the Arrington cock 

won the advantage and the Mexican

cock lay dead in the ring.

Great Main

It was the first fight of a ’’great 

main”, an event in which the oppo

nents fought a certain number of 

pairs of cocks—often 35—each pair 

matched to within 2 ounces in 

weight. The man leaving the event 

with the largest number of surviving 

birds was the winner. The stakes 

were high. Some say the "Main 

Purse” was 2 large chests filled with 

money; side bets were also placed 

on each battle. When the battle was 

over, Nick Arrington had won!

He requested, in the letters found 

in his pocket, that Mr. Furman, the 

druggist, should have the snake that 

he was sure was in him. A small 

piece of paper found near where he 

hanged himself had these words 

upon it: "Got him at last. Snake.”

Another paper read: "O ye Gods 

what have I done that you would so 

sorely afflict me from cradle to 

grave. Your will be done, not mine.” 

Another: "Jesus Christ have mercy 

on me. O how I have suffered.”

Mr. Sullivan was about 55 years of 

age and has often within the past 

few months asserted that he had an 

idea of killing himself. He took lau

danum about a month ago, but failed 

to accomplish his purpose.

A meeting of the town commis

sioners was called on Wednesday 

night and a resolution passed to the 

effect that the remains of John Sulli

van, who had been such a faithful 

man to his post, should be decently 

interred at the expense of the town, 

and F.N. Egerton and R. D. Pin- 

nel were appointed a committee to 

attend the same. The funeral will 

take place at the Cemetery this eve

ning at 4 o’clock, conducted by 

Revs. Cade and McCullen.

[Taken from Franklin Times of Louis

burg, NC, 24 Aug 1888. Submitted by 

Danny C. Bunn, TRC member.]

Arrington and Santa Anna each 

brought about 300 birds to the 

event. From these, the pairs for 

each fight were chosen. Some of the 

batdes lasted more than an hour, 

while others were over in less than 

30 minutes.

The Mexicans insisted on their af

ternoon siesta and the event re

sumed each day at about 3 pm and 

went on until sundown. When the 

"Main” was concluded, Arrington 

and Santa Anna fought their remain

ing fresh cocks in individual rounds 

called "hacks”. The NC contingent



CONNECTOR

spent 2 weeks in the Mexican camp. 

Santa Anna Letter 

It began with a letter from Mexi

co: MI have heard much of you and 

your gamecocks. You are sometimes 

spoken of as The Traveling Cocker. 

...If you will bring your cocks to 

Mexico, I will make the betting 

worthwhile to you. I will fight for 

any amount you desire and I will use 

American gaffs. ...Antonio Lopez de 

Santa Anna, President de Mexico” 

Arrington responded: ”1 will 

meet you ... with three hundred 

gamecocks. ...I will start my wagons 

on the 21st day of November 

(1833). I do not raise many small 

light weight cocks. You should se

lect your large heavy cocks to match 

mine... . Gaffs shall be of any length 

round steel and sharp only on the 

point. No Spanish blade or slasher 

gaffs to be used at all.”

Mexico Bound 

Nick Arrington and Mr. Garri

son, his overseer prepared 11 cov

ered wagons for the trip from 

Hilliardston, Nash Co, NC to 

Mexico. Thirty-six small cock stalls 

were stacked, 18 on each side in 

each of 9 wagons. Nick and his 

trainer. Cripple Tony, gathered the 

best birds from the free range walks.

Provisions were required for 2 

people and 4-6 mules per wagon in 

addition to the 324 gamecocks. The 

supplies included feed for the mules 

and birds, tobacco, whiskey, brandy, 

corn meal, beans, salt, hams, bacon, 

potatoes, apples, onions, yams, mo

lasses, sugar, coffee, soap, axle 

grease for the wagons, a chest of 

medical supplies, and five boxes of 

cinnamon, horehound, mint, lemon, 

and sassafras candy, plus a wagon 

loaded with barrels of water for the 

long stretches of prairie land.

The wagons left the Cedars on 

Nov. 21st, 1833. Two of Nick's 

friends and neighbors, James Avent 

and Capt Robert Drake, went

8

along. Their route carried them 

through western NC, TN, AR, OK, 

and TX. The men were well armed, 

prepared for trouble from the ban

dits and often unfriendly Indians 

who might have learned of the huge 

amount of money they carried.

The cocks were worked daily on a 

padded table to maintain them in 

top fighting form. The men slept 

near the camp fire if it was fair; 

when it rained, they found places 

between the rows of cock stalls. At 

the end of the day, Nick often 

opened a jug, passed it around the 

group; the evening ended with mu

sic of banjoes, guitars and singing.

The Mexicans and Americans pre

pared for the cockfights by erecting

the pit using 

cottonwood 

poles and sur

rounding the 

area with heavy 

canvas. The 

poles were 

tilted slighdySanta Anna

outwards to make viewing of the 

matches easier. Santa Anna placed a 

wagon near the pit for musicians 

who entertained between fights. 

Gamecock for Gold

Santa Anna took his losses grace

fully. After congratulating Nick, San

ta Anna said, "Senor Arrington, you 

have a cock I want, and I will pay 

whatever you ask for him."

"He is not for sale, General, at any 

price," Arrington replied. "He killed 

two good cocks before I met you 

and has killed two of your best. I 

want to keep him for a brood cock."

The Mexican opened the stall of 

the cock in question, took out the 

bird, walked over to the nearby 

scales, and asked, "What is his 

weight, Senor Arrington?"

"I believe he is about six pounds 

and three ounces, General."

Two Mexican officers stepped up

with a small strong box. Santa Anna 

set the cock on the scales and began 

laying gold coins in the opposite 

side of the balance scale. When the 

scales tipped and balanced, Santa 

Anna turned to Nick and said,

"Now can I have the magnificent 

one, Senor Arrington?"

After some discussion, Nick gave 

in. "I have never sold any of my 

chickens, but I am going to let you 

have him, General." That's how the 

Arrington line was joined with the 

Mexican line of Santa Anna.

Again in 1842, Santa Anna chal

lenged Nick to a main at the Barra 

Plantation in LA, near the Missis

sippi River. Nick travelled by wag

ons to Memphis where he char

tered the steamer, Natchez Belle.

___________See Sport, Page 9

THE CELEBRATED ARRINGTON 

GAME FOWLS FOR SALE.

In issuing this notice I will now say to 

my friends and admirers of the noble Game 

Fowl, that I am Breeding for sale, a variety 

of the most noted and improved strains 

both native and imported ever introduced 

into this country.

My fowls have won a national reputation 

through the union for their handsome 

plumage, stylish and attractive appearance 

and superior game qualities. Fifteen pairs 

of my finest fowls were on exhibition at the 

Philadelphia Centennial in 1876, and were 

honored with Medal and Diploma. They 

have always been victorious in all their in

terstate contests.

I will ship in very neat, light cages, 

Cocks of good weight and fine plumage at 

$5.00 each and $3.00 for Hens, or $10.00 

per trio. Extra large Cocks $7.00 each, or 

Cock and Hen to mate, $10.00 or I sell 

eggs in season $3.00 for fifteen or $5.00 

for 28 we guaranteed.

CLAUDE V. HARRIS, SUCCESSOR 

TO JNO. G. ARRINGTON.

Rocky Mount, N.C.
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$3,500. Nick named his line of fight

ing gamecocks the Cripple Tonys, 

for the crippled man who fed and 

looked after his fowls.

Nick Arrington joined the Nash 

Co Regiment raised by Col. Wil

liam T. Arrington during the Civil 

War. He fought during the Seven 

Day Battle at Richmond, VA; he 

was wounded, captured by the 

Union troops, and exchanged. After 

a short while in a Confederate hos

pital, he returned, in a weakened 

condition, to his home, the Cedars, 

in Nash Co. Although Dr. Brown 

from Nashville came to the Cedars 

often, Nick never fully recuperated.

The Last Fight

Arrington was in bed on Feb. 23, 

1865 when his friend, Capt. Drake, 

came to see him. Capt. Drake had 

brought along one of his own game

cocks that he wanted to match 

against one of Nick’s Crippled To

nys. Nick insisted that the fight be 

held there in his bedroom. The 

cocks were brought in. The carpeted

floor served as the fighting pit. The 

bet agreed on was $100. They 

propped Nick up in bed so he could 

see the fight. Nick’s Crippled Tony 

won. A few minutes later, when 

someone spoke to Nick, he did not 

reply. They felt his pulse. It had 

stopped. The ’’Traveling Cocker” 

had seen his last fight.

[Much of this story was taken from The 

Immortal Nick Arrington, by Glen H. 

Todd. More later on Nick Arrington.]

Franklin Male Academy

OPENS January 14th, 1867. Tuition $14 

to $31. Board $15 exclusive of lights and 

washing.

G.W. NEAL, A.M., Principal 

REFERENCE:

Rev. T.M. Jones, Louisburg Fem. College. 

Rev. C.B. Riddick, Kittrell’s Springs, do 

Rev. A. McDowell, Murfreesboro', Baptist 

College.

Rev. J. Williams, Murfreesboro' Methodist 

College.

Rev. W.M. Wingate, Wake Forest College. 

Rev. F.M. Hubbard, University, N.C.

Rev. B. Craven, Trinity College.

Dec 20, 1866

Sport, Cont. from P 8

It’s been said that $500,000 changed 

hands as a result of the betting.

Nick Arrington and his Cripple 

Tony gamecocks fought and won 

many batdes. He was often seen in 

HaUfax, Wilmington, VA, SC, GA,

TN, LA —wherever he could find a 

match. He never lost a "main". The 

purse for some of these events ran 

as high as $50,000, and there were 

smaller bets on each fight.

Royal Sport

Cockfighting was known as the 

’’royal sport” because it was a favor

ite sport of kings. Nick Arrington 

earned great fame as a breeder and 

fighter of gamecocks. His stock 

combined English black and red 

stock; a very fine, pure white game

cock brought from India by a sea 

captain and bought in Bath, NC by 

Nick’s grandfather, Arthur Arring

ton; a Spanish Blue bought by 

Nick's father in Charleston; and an 

Irish Gray, bought by Nick from a 

Mr. O’Brian in Halifax at a price of

Unique, Continued From Page 4

When he returned to his home in September, he was 

sent to his bed with a ’’bilious fever.” For 20 days, the 

fever ravaged him; he began to talk of his death. What 

was most horrifying to him was the thought of being 

buried in the damp clay of Franklin Co. His mind wan

dered to an unusual rock outcrop around which he had 

played as a child.

He pleaded to his family, "Bury me in the rock.” His 

father, to soothe him, agreed to his request. His death 

on 3 Oct 1845 was a great shock to those who loved 

him. His father was confronted with his promise to see 

that he was buried in the rock. But how could it be 

done? The rock was 20 feet across and rose to a height 

of 10 feet above the ground. The top could only be 

reached with the aid of a ladder. He thought of Patrick 

H. McGowan, a Scottish stonemason who had been 

nominated for the position of assistant doorkeeper in 

the legislature by his deceased son the year before.

McGowan said that he could, indeed, chip a tomb 

into the top of the rock. However, the project would 

take months to complete. Meanwhile, the senator's re

mains were laid to rest in a temporary brick vault.

A marble slab with the following inscription was or

dered to be placed near the rock:

Attorney at law and Senator from Franklin 

In the General Assembly Of 1844.

He was a kind husband and parent, 

an honest man 

And an able and faithful 

Public servant.

The fondness of a creature's love,

How strong it strikes the senses!

Thither the warm affection move,

Nor can we call them there.

'Tis finished, 'tis done, the spirit is fled!

The prisoner's gone, the Christian is dead!

The Christian is living through Jesus' love,

And gladly receiving a Kingdom above!

When the monument arrived, it was broken. It was 

nearly 12 months before a replacement was received, 

the coffin moved to its tomb, and the slab cemented 

over the grave. Senator Jeffrey’s last wish had been ful

filled.

[Told by T. H. Pearce, speaker at the October meeting of TRC.]
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The Crossroads Store his country seat In 1811, there were 7 such country 

stores in Edgecombe County.

The country store was an important public social t^ie centur7 Progressed toward 1860, these stores

center for the rural population of the State in its early c»m<: more mo“ the hlnd,s °,f men wh° made 

history. Here the country folk for miles around met storekeepmg then chief business. Vdlage storekeepers

------------------ would sometimes enlarge
about the roaring fire, ex

changed jokes, and learned 

the news of the neighbor

hood. These stores, often 

owned by planters, were 

located at the crossroads, 

at junctions of two creeks, 

or near some important 

bridge.

Such a store was 

owned by E.D. McNair 

of Edgecombe County, 

ten miles above Tarboro, 

at his country seat, Stra- 

bane, contiguous to Ses- 

sum’s Bridge across 

Deep Creek. McNair 

annually collected a con

siderable quantity of vari

ous kinds of country

]. Edwards General Store, 1908; standing, G.C. Webb, 

Tom Exum, T.G. Shelton Sr., Charles Edward. 

Seated, Nathan Thom, Write Stincle, Drew Mercer,

and Brice Cobb.

[Echoes of Edgecombe County 1860-1940, by Monika S.

Fleming]

their enterprise by opening 

stores in the country or a 

northerner might come into 

the State and, by associating 

himself with a native, set up 

a thriving country store. It 

would be the polling place 

for elections. Here militia 

musters would be held and 

important holidays cele

brated by those who could 

not take a trip to town.

”It is very well known,” 

wrote Y.Y. in 1852, ’’that in 

every neighborhood through 

the country, there is a store, 

and a blacksmith shop; and 

often a merchant-mill or fac

tory. It very often happens

produce which he sent in flat-bottomed boats down the country merchants keep spirits for sale. And not a

creek and river to Tarboro and Washington. The coun- gEE SCORES PAGE 19

try store often bore the name either of the planter or of

Lost Treasure

During the War, Dr. A. H.

McNair of Tarboro refuged with 

his family to Louisburg in Frank

lin County and buried 27 pieces of 

plate about a mile from town,. 

Soon after the Yankees left, search 

was made but the property could 

not be found. All of the pieces were 

marked "A.H.M."

A thief had discovered them, but 

was afraid to undertake to sell 

them, and so concealed them in the 

loft of an old tenament house where 

they were found the other day, 

while the house was being over

hauled. The value of the silver is 

over $500.

[Taken from the Rocky Mount Mail, 

Friday, Dec. 17, 1875.]

Colonial Song

'Then was an old lady lived over the seat 

JTlnd she was an Dsland Queen;

EHer daughter lived off in a new country, 

(With an ocean of water between.

The old lady's pockets were full of gold,

^But never contented was she,

So she called on her daughter to pay her a tax 

Of three pence a pound on her tea 

Of three pence a pound on her tea.

The tea was conveyed to her daughter's door, 

JTll down by the ocean's side,

<yind the bouncing girl poured out every pound 

Dn the dark and boiling tide. 

tJTnd then she called out to the Dsland Queen, 

"Oh <JWother, dear ifModter" quoth she, 

"^our tea you may have when 'tis steeped enough, 

(But never a tax from me."

Braswell 

Memorial Library 

Acquisitions

1. DAR Patriot Index—Centennial Edi

tion (3 Vols). Spouses' Index (1 Vol). 

Gift from Bettie Arthur.

2. Warren County, NC Marriages 

(1764-1825). Gift from Helen 

Sharpe.

3. Early Architecture of Franklin County 

II, by T. H. Pearace.

4. Nash County Record of Estates

(Inventories & Accounts of

Sales)> 4 Reels. Gift from Billie Jo 

Matthews.

Green peas.—A Tarboro lady had a 

large dish of peas, from her own gar

den, for dinner Wednesday. Modesty 

will not allow her to publish her name.

[Tarboro Southerner, 8 May 1874]
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A Famous Visitor

By Louise Fuller

Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch 

Gilbert de Motier, Marquis de La

fayette was a 19 year old Frenchman 

who eagerly offered his service, at his 

own expense, and received a com

mission as Major-General in the War 

for American Independence. Al

though discouraged by Benjamin 

Franklin, our minister to France, 

and others, Lafayette bought the 

ocean-going ’’Victoire" and left 

France on March 27, 1777. After all, 

,fWhat was 100,000 francs when the 

future of mankind was at issue, and 

the first foothold of freedom on 

earth was in jeopardy?”

Practical 1885 

Housewifery

A smattering from a 

reliable & complete manual 

of housekeeping

(From the Perkins Family Library)

The Arts of the Toilet

Tonic for the Hair.—Ounce 

best castor-oil, two ounces each of 

French brandy and bay rum; scent 

with rosemary and rose-geranium.

To Remove Sunburn.—Scrape a 

cake of brown Windsor soap to a 

powder, add one ounce each of eau 

de Cologne and lemon-juice; mix 

well and form into cakes. This re

moves tan, prevents hands from 

chapping, and makes the skin soft 

and white.

Food.—A good complexion never 

goes with a bad diet. Strong coffee, 

hot bread and butter, heated grease, 

highly spiced soups, meats or game, 

hot drinks, alcoholic liquors, fat 

meats, are all damaging to its 

beauty. Strong tea, used daily, will

11

The following account preceded 

him to America: "All Paris is talking 

of nothing else but the escapade of a 

young officer who has left his pretty 

young wife with her two children in 

order to fight in America on the side 

of the rebels. He might have had a 

splendid life and a fine career at 

Court if he had not rushed off to 

help the insurgents in the New 

World."

Lafayette fought courageously and 

spent a fortune securing both men 

and supplies from the French gov

ernment. Washington Irvin wrote: 

"Lafayette from the first, attached 

himself to Washington with an 

affectionate reverence.. .it is a picture

See Lafayette, Page 16

after a time give the skin the color 

and appearance of leather. Coffee 

affects the skin less but the nerves 

more, and a healthy nervous system 

is necessary to beauty. Late sup

pers, over-eating at meals, eating 

between meals, the use of candies, 

sweetmeats, preserves, etc., pro

duce pimples and blotches.

Collars that do not fit.—Few 

gentlemen have philosophy enough 

to endure an ill-fitting collar with 

patience, but not many understand 

why they do not fit. The fact is, the 

laundress stretches them the wrong 

way. Damp linen is very pliable, and 

a good pull will alter a fourteen- 

inch into a fifteen-inch collar in the 

twinkling of an eye. She ought to 

stretch them crosswise, not length

wise. Then, in straightening out 

shirt-bosoms, she makes another 

mistake of the same sort. They also 

ought to be pulled crosswise 

instead of lengthwise, particularly in 

the neighborhood of the neck. A 

lengthwise pull draws the front of 

the neckband somewhat directly un

der your chin, where it was never 

meant to go; and, of course, that

MARQUIS de LAFAYETTE

spoils the fit of your collar. With 

the front of the neckband an inch 

too high, and the collar an inch too 

long, you have a most undesirable 

combination.

Kitchen Luxuries

Dish Warmer.—The engraving rep

resents a dish-warmer made of wire 

with feet so arranged that it may be 

set on a stove. Nothing spoils a 

good breakfast or dinner so effectu

ally as cold plates, but when placed 

in the oven to heat they are very 

likely to be left too long, and get 

too hot, or if fine wares, are ruined 

by overheating. With this heater 

there is no danger of over-heating, 

or injury. This may also be used as 

a dish-drainer, and is equal to the 

best made specially for the purpose.
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You May be Gullible if...

1. You believe the King of England 

gave your family that 640 acres.

2. You believe your ancestor had no 

daughters because he wasn’t taxed 

for any females on the tax roll.

3. You believe your indentured im

migrant ancestor was of royal 

lineage.

4. You believe your male ancestor 

was the oldest male child because 

he's named after his father.

5. Your new "internet cousin" sends 

your lineage back to 1327 without 

any evidence of documentation 

and you spend two days entering 

it into your computer anyway.

6. A company claims they can trace 

your lineage back to Adam and 

provide complete documentation 

for only $3000, and without he

sitation, you send them a check.

7. You believe your ancestor didn't 

care for his son because the son 

was bequesthed only $1 in his will.

8. You really believe your docu

mented family tree has no error.

9. You believe the wife named in 

your ancestor's will is mother of 

all 20 children named in the will.

10. You believe you will get rich 

when you publish your genealogy.

Sent by Sandra J. Sharp & Tim Rackley, 

TRC Members

Rocky Mount.—We are indebted to 

our neighbor, the Mail, for the follow

ing items of local news from the village 

of Rocky Mount:

The freight train yesterday ran over 

and killed a fine Chester pig at this 

place, belonging to Esq. Parker.

Mr. Parker, the Express agent, be

ing in Raleigh yesterday, Demps Bryan 

stuffed two pillows under his shirt and 

represented him at the trains.

A big chicken fight comes off at

this place on the 2th inst.

(Tarboro "Enquirer Southerner, 12 Feb 1875]

’Wanted

An APPRENTiCEto the Printing business is 

wanted at this Office. A boy between the 

ages of 12 and 18 years, who can read toler

ably well, will meet with good encourage- 

menent if application is soon made.

^A JOURNEYMAN, that can work at 

press and case, would also meet with em

ployment

Herrings! Herrings!!

1 ; BARRELS! Cit Herring;*,
JL juit received ana for sale by

King & Kdmpndson.

May SOftf,i83<3.

Down, Cont. From Page 1 of the adjacent counties were once part

of Old Edgecombe. It has been said that 

the oldest cleared field in Edgecombe is opposite Midlakes Trailer Park 

on Hwy 64 W at the junction with the road to Dunbar Bridge. Many 

projectile points, blades and other confirmed Indian relics have been col

lected on this site, as well as numerous other places in Edgecombe. The 

Tuscarora presence has been well documented with most of the sites 

near the river or its feeder creeks.

Tarboro

As the river nears Tarboro, one feels the sense of pride the town holds 

for its history. Tarboro was a planned town; its streets, blocks and lots 

were laid out on the south side of the river on land belonging to Joseph 

Howell. Because beautiful new public buildings replaced old ones that 

became outmoded, the town has retained its historic charm. Many lovely 

homes, old churches and tree lined streets make it a picture book town. A 

great variety of lovely trees 

fill the hauntingly beautiful 

churchyard of Calvary 

Episcopal Church. The 

seven acre Town Common, 

once a titty acre strip encir

cling the town, remains as a 

vestige of a quieter, more 

peaceful way of life.

Small Towns

Many other small towns 

and communities dotted 

throughout the county form 

its backbone. Speed, Leg

gett, Crisp, Pinetops,

Macclesfield, Mercer, St.

Lewis, Princeville, Davis- 

town, Old Sparta, Coneto,

Coakley, and many others 

reflect the history and prog

ress of Edgecombe County.

The river has traveled 

through the county gathering the excess water from creeks and branches. 

Despite occasional flooding on relatively flat land, Edgecombe County is 

well drained by the Tar River and its tributaries.
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Edgecombe Co. 

Places Known 

by Other Names

Now Then

Conetoe Warren's Station

Hilma Farrar

Lawrence Kilquick, Hickory 

Hill

Old Sparta Sparta

Whitakers Whitaker's Turnout, 

Mayonia

Autrey Creek Otter Creek

Cokey Swamp Tyancaco Swamp

Princeville Freedom Hill

[Submitted by Louise Fuller]

Reader's Choice

Local Color

NEW...Rocky Mount 

Area—Gateway to the Carolinas. 

Introduced by the Chamber, this 

photographic portrait of Rocky 

Mount and surrounding area con

tains many modern shots of people 

and places.

NEW...Images of Ameri

ca—Rocky Mount and Nash 

County, by Monika S. Fleming. The 

collection of old photographs is 

great. Many were from the now 

out-of-print Pictorial History of 

Rocky Mount by the Barringers and 

Lela Chesson. Memories abound!

NEW...Sticks and Stones—3 

Centuries of North Carolina Gra- 

vemarkers, by M. Ruth Little. A 

"cultural encyclopedia" based on 

the study of sculpture of 550 grave

yards from across the state. Defi

nitely a book to browse through on 

a rainy afternoon.

NEW...The Pridgen Family of St. 

Mary's Parrish, Old Edgecombe 

Co., NC, with Allied Families, by 

A1 Jones. This exciting new book 

contains maps, photographs, and a 

name index. Wonderful Tar River 

names!

Helmira, Cont. From P 4

federate prisoners held at Point 

Lookout, MD reached ungovern

able numbers. At the same time 

Union calls for volunteers decreased 

and Barracks #3 at Elmira was al

most empty.

Barracks #3 consisted of 30 acres 

with 35 buildings and a backwash 

pool of the Chemung River called 

Foster’s Pond. Secretary of War 

Stanton and Commissary-General 

of Prisoners Hoffman agreed that 

this site was the place to house 

10,000 prisoners. Lieutenant- 

Colonel Seth Eastman, command

er of the Elmira camp, warned Stan

ton and Hoffman that the area was 

unsuitable for that number, and he 

was ordered to extend the perimeter 

and build a twelve-foot high board 

fence to enclose the area. Built to 

house 10,000 men, eventually 12,123 

Confederates were crammed into 

this camp; 2,963 of them died and 

1,249 of these were North Caroli

nians.

The first Confederate to enter this 

prison camp was Pvt. A.J. Madra 

of Tarboro, NC on July 6,1864. A 

veteran of Jackson’s First Corps 

of Sharpshooters he was accompa

nied by men who have been de

scribed as in pitiful condition. One 

observer said that they were ’’walk

ing skeletons” and that the smallpox 

vaccinations, hastily given with infe

rior vaccine as they left Point Look

out, had left them with great, oozing 

sores on their arms. Their clothing, 

what there was of it, was ragged and 

torn, while some arrived with only 

the skimpiest dress to hide their 

nakedness. From that day in mid

summer through an uncommonly 

cold winter and spring and until the 

end of the war the conditions in the 

camp were so awful that the prison

ers died in exceptional numbers.

From time to time there were at

tempts to improve the situation, but 

they were always stymied by Wash

ington orders or excuses. Many of 

the citizens of Elmira, recognizing 

the deplorable conditions, passed 

parcels of food, an occasional egg or 

pieces of clothing through the pris

on barricade, even though this was 

forbidden, to try to relieve the suf

fering of the prisoners. However, ty

phoid fever, scurvy, pneumonia, 

chronic diarrhea, smallpox, malaria 

and depression accounted for 1,263 

deaths by the end of December.

Many years later one North Caro

linian wrote that a flood of the Che

mung River so engulfed the camp 

that he sought refuge on the roof of 

a two-story barracks. In his attempt 

at escape he fell from the roof and 

”1 was baptized all by myself, and 

that is the reason that I am a Baptist 

still.”

John Minchew left Elmira on Oc

tober 11,1864 after orders were re

ceived to move prisoners out for 

exchange. He was exchanged at Sa

vannah River, GA and apparently 

served until after the war when, on 

May 2,1865 at Goldsboro, the re

cord states that he came in for Pa

role.

AJ. Madra also returned to his 

home in Tarboro and the end of the 

Elmira camp occurred in Septem

ber, 1865 when_______Kistler, also a

North Carolinian, was the last man 

to leave the camp.



Regrets to Tarborough

In 1825, a Committee from Tarboro invited General La

fayette, who was then touring the eastern U.S., to enjoy 

the hospitality of that place. This letter, written in Hali

fax on Feb. 27, 1825, is his reply:

if hz keen by eame^f wkf and (andfiape fa -Have 'Tie -Hmar 

fa pay a vieif fa fie Cifi^enZ &( 'farbawpl, and / me lab\enfinp 

fie imp&eeibitify fa indulge ffaee feelinpe Mien yaur ea very kind 

and /^ra^ifyinp Cabibusniaafian biakee we efill mare repref if, 

preeeed ae / M-ave been befween fie prapriefy n&f fa leave fie 

eeaf afj fie dbavemmenf af fie Union beware frenl Maelinpfan e 

birflday'e Cetebrafian, and fie dafy fa aeeief ae fie only eurviving
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lAa^ar General oj fie Kevalufionary -Arby, of fie Celebrafion flaf ie 

fa fake plaae on fiunkere Mill fie If June. / Move befween fleee 

fm Anniversary days upwards o(j five fl&usand lAitee fa fravel. fAy 

sifuafion in flis respeaf l lave more fully and, l Mope, in a safis- 

faafary manner, explained fa fie Jrenflemen wlo Mave been pleased 

very kindly fa deliver your mual valued invifafion. Indeed, Menfle- 

men, if Mrieves me nof fa be able fa presenf my Kespeaf z fa you 

in person, buf fie dcys of by roufe are so precisely Co unfed and 

Arranged flaf / musf n&f Allow byself any delay, Mow ever grafifying 

if would be, unless l give up fie saared dufy fa my Companions in 

Arms, and fie posifive Appoinfmenfs wlial urge me on. / beg you fa 

Aaaepf my respeafful Apology, and Affeafionaf z Aaknowledge- 

menfs.

cAf-A/TJTT

Main Street Story—

Early Drug Stores in Rocky Mount

By Sam Gorham

358 SW Main—C O D Drug Co, Inc., operated by 

B. C. Moore. Mr. Moore advertised for a soda jerker 

with an ad in the window which read, "I do all the loa

fing..."

334 SW Main—T. C. McCall Drug Co, next to the 

Union Bus Station.

234 SW Main—H.L. Hicks Drug Co. Richard 

Gorham was a silent partner in this drug store.

100 NW Main—Standard Drug Co., owned and 

operated by Ben & Mickey Dawson. This building on 

the northwest comer of Main and Sunset was previous

ly John Odom's General 

Supply Store, managed at 

one time by my father.

112 NW Main—Rose 

Drug Co., owned by LW.

Rose. Dr. Rose became 

dean of the School of Phar

macy at Chapel Hill. The 

store was later owned & 

operated by a Mr. Flem

ing. I was a newspaper 

carrier and I thought they 

had the best milkshakes in 

town!

178 NW Main—Rocky Mount Drug Co, located 

near the Cameo Theater.

100 SE Main—Griffin's Drug Co., one of the earli

est businesses in the city, then a village of only a few

hundred inhabitants. In 1885 Mr. J.M. Griffin, a

young man of Washington, NC, acquired the business 

from Dr. Powell."... no error has ever occurred in the 

whole course of twenty-five years of active business to 

mar its record." Joseph B. Hall was a pharmacist, and 

W.L. Phifer was a later manager. Mack Cutchin was 

druggist until he started his own store in Whitakers. 

An early record indicates the following lines of goods: 

Rexall Remedies, Vinol, Vantine, Perfumery and toilet 

specialties, Melle Mead Sweets, Nunnally Candies, 

Liggettes Candies, Parke & Tilford's Candies, National 

Cigar Stand Co., Ansco Cameras and supplies. People's 

Bank was later built on this site.

135 SE Main—Kyser Drug Co., established in 

1892. The proprietor and moving spirit of this business 

was Paul B. Kyser. Mrs. Kyser, who was the first 

lady pharmacist to be registered by the State of North

Carolina and Howell Kyser, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Kyser, 

were actively engaged in the 

business.Mr. and Mrs. Kyser 

were the parents of the well- 

known band leader, James 

King Kern "Kay" Kyser.

224 S. Main—Red Cross 

Pharmacy was operated by 

R. S. Gorham, a partner in 

May & Gorham in 1914. Mr. 

Gorham and W.A. May also 

owned Five Points Drug 

Store located on the Corner of Washington, Tarboro & 

Rose Streets. Both stores served popular drinks of the 

season from their handsome and "innovative foun

tains... marvels of beauty."

Griffin's Drug Store—1900



15 CONNECTOR

Lynch, Cont. From P. 1

unreasonably harsh and cruel in his 

dealings with the settlers. When he 

visited Franklin County in 1767, he 

became so uppity that the people up 

there decided that something just 

naturally had to be done about it. A 

group of men took Major Lynch 

into custody. They carried him to a 

stately, two-story, frame house 2 

miles north of Louisburg. There 

they proceeded to hold a trial.

They found Lynch guilty on sev

eral counts and, after some delib

eration, expressed the unanimous 

opinion that North Carolina would 

be better off if the Major were put 

out of the way. They carried him to 

a creek a mile or so from the house, 

and strung him up. The creek, 

which flows into the Tar River, is 

now known as Lynch's Creek, and 

the expression "lynch law" origi

nated from this episode.

The hanging of Major Lynch 

was the first summary execution 

carried out by the Colonists in then- 

fight for freedom; so you see, it 

really bears out the statement we 

made to the effect that it may be 

said truthfully that the Revolution

ary War started in Franklin County.

[As told to Carl Goerch by

Dr. D. T. Smithwick in 1941]

Old Folks, Cont. From P. 3

who would sometimes visit on Sat

urday afternoon when the game 

was on. Aunt Mollie would come 

and start talking; and Mama would 

say, "Mollie, shut up. I'm listening 

to the game."

Aunt Mollie and Mama were 

very different. Aunt Mollie was the 

prissiest, bossiest thing you ever 

saw in your life. She ruled the 

roost. And she kept her age a se

cret. One time they went to a big 

to-do at the Center Theater in 

Rocky Mount. Kay Kyser was 

there, and they were going to give a 

prize to the oldest lady in the audi

ence. Mom and Aunt Mollie must 

have been in their 70s or 80s.

Mom punched Aunt Mollie and 

said, I know you're the oldest per

son here. Raise your hand."

Aunt Mollie said, "Don't you say 

nothing, Savannah."

Aunt Mollie wouldn't raise her 

hand, so Mama did, and got the 

prize. It made Aunt Mollie mad that 

Mama raised her hand. You see, 

everyone knew Aunt Mollie was 

older than Mama.

They had an older brother, Chris 

Cockrell, who lived over in Nash

ville. His age was a secret, too. Un

cle Chris was bom January 22,

1872; but when he died, his wife 

put the wrong birth date on his 

tombstone. She put it that he was 

bom in 1876.

Mama and Aunt Mollie both lived 

to be in their 90s, but they and Un

cle Chris and Daddy have all been 

gone a long time now.

A REMINDER

Tar River Connections'

Collection of Family Bibles 

Now Available

Tim Rackley still has available a 

few copies of Family Bibles along 

Tar River. It contains 70 Bible re

cords and makes a great gift for Tar 

River connected people.

If you would like a copy, please 

contact Tim at PO Box 2502, Ker- 

nersville, NC 27285-2502. The cost 

is $22 + 1.50 postage. If you are an 

NC resident, please add sales tax of 

$1.32.

The Great Show

Oct 2,1874. The Great Show.—In 

addition to Fifty Cages of Animals are 

the 5 Gold Chariots, the Massive Tab

leaux Carriage of Crimson and Gold, 

Magnificent Chariot, the Splendid Band 

Wagons, Golden Cars of the Conquer

ors, all of which can be witnessed on 

Nov. 7th, being the day Old John Ro

binson's Great Show visits Tarboro.

Nov. 13,1874. Circus. —-As usual, 

Old John Robinson drew an immense 

crowd in our town. The exhibition was 

good and the display upon the street the 

best we have ever seen. One of his 

clowns is said to be a graduate of Cha

pel Hill, adding another to the list of 

celebrities turned out by our State Uni

versity.

Nov. 13,1874. Boa-Constrictor.— 

One of these terrible serpents belonging 

to Robinson's menagerie made his es

cape last Saturday and could not be 

found before the circus left. He was, 

however, seen here a few days ago 

coiled up under a house and shot and 

captured. The reptile is still alive and ef

forts are made to prevent the wound 

from proving fatal.

Tragedy in One Oct

Where are we? she whispered, as in 

fright she clutched at his arm for sup

port.

Hush! not a word, said he as he 

stamped his foot on the dust covered 

floor. The sound caused the bats to 

flit from one side of the room to the 

other; the motion of their bodies 

causing the spider webs to vibrate; the 

rats scampered off, and a figure could 

be seen through the gloom to slowly 

rise from a chair, and after yawning 

commence to slowly advance.

Where are we? asked she again.

In a store that does not advertise, 

he said, as they slowly retreated be

fore the advance of the would be 

merchant.

[Rocky Mount Phoenix, May 3,1894]
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Lafayette, Cont. from P. 11

well worth being hung up in histo

ry—this enduring alliance of the 

calm, dignified, Washington, mature 

in years and wisdom and the young, 

buoyant, enthusiastic Lafayette."

He was wounded at Brandy

wine, but after a short period of 

time, he was able to accept the com

mand of a division of Virginia light 

infantry. It was a time of brave men, 

swords, muskets, horses and intense 

suffering. Lafayette is best remem

bered, along with Gen. "Mad An

thony" Wayne and the Comte de 

Rochambeau, for defeating Com-

His
tour

a-aas

STOOD NEAR THIS SPOT.

CEP*ATk£»T Of HTTiCPitit -Ji*
■ --------- ^-----------------

wallis at Yorktown. The event did 

not end the war for it took many 

months to sign a peace treaty. The 

heroic young Frenchman had played 

a noble part in our fight for inde

In 1824, invited by President 

Monroe, a white haired Lafayette, 

accompanied by his son, George 

Washington Lafayette, returned to 

America to make a triumphant tour 

which included visits to Halifax and 

Rocky Mount, on his way from 

New York to the town of Fayette

ville. Much loved by the American 

people, he was met by thousands of 

people wherever he went.

In Halifax, plans were made for 

the reception of General Lafayette. 

The Halifax Free Press reported,

"At a general meeting of the citi

zens of the town of Halifax, held at 

the court house on Monday, the 

21st, inst., for the purpose of look

ing into consideration, and adopting 

the most suitable measures for the 

reception of General Lafayette, the 

Nation's guest. The Hon. J.J. Dan

iel was called to the chair and Mr. 

Wm. E. Webb appointed secre

tary, assisted by Robert A. Jones, 

Esq., and Mr. George Howard. 

Some remarks were made by Wm. 

Drew, Robert Potter, and E.B. 

Freeman, Esq., explaining the 

views of the meeting and offering 

several propositions for consider

ation. A committee of 7 persons 

was appointed to make arrange

ments for the reception. They were 

W.E. Webb, Joseph Branch, Col. 

Matthews, M.H. Pettway, A.J. 

Davie, L. Long, and R. A. Jones.

1. Four of these committee mem

bers, who were members of Royal 

White Hart Lodge would meet 

him at the river; 2. Marshalls shall 

arrange citizens before the hotel 

and form an avenue from the street 

with brethren of the Lodge lining 

each side; 3. A member of the com

mittee will be chosen to arrange the 

ladies who may honor us with their 

presence on this occasion on the 

piaza of the Hotel; 4. 24 young men 

shall act as mount escorts; 5. Mem

ber in charge of the ladies will ad

dress the General and take him to 

his room, and later the 'long room' 

shall be thrown open, when all who 

wish may be introduced to him; 6. 

Ball or dinner invitations sent, and 

subscriptions taken as soon as the 

time of arrival is ascertained." 

Robert Potter, Esq. was sent to 

Murfreesboro to welcome the 

General to NC and escort him to 

Halifax. They arrived about 5 p.m. 

on Feb. 27, 1825 to the roar of ar

tillery and the ringing of bells. The 

Free Press reported, "The mounted 

escort, consisting of 24 of our citi

zens under the command of Col. 

D.C. Fenner, paraded to receive 

the General, and proceeded to the 

river accompanied by the deputa

tion of the corporation and county 

of Halifax, consisting of Messrs. L. 

Long, Wm. E. Webb, Jos. Branch, 

and R. A. Jones, on the part of the 

citizens, and Messrs. J. B. Osborn, 

A. Williams, J. McLemore and 

Geo. Anderson on the part of the 

Royal White Hart Lodge. The citi

zens and members of the Lodge 

were formed in front of the Hotel, 

under the direction of Mr. M.H. 

Pettway and Col A. Joyner as 

Marshalls and a numerous collec

tion of ladies occupied the piazza 

with Maj. A.J. Davie, Hon. J.J. 

Daniel, and Mr. R. Epps. On the 

arrival of the General in front of the 

Hotel, he descended from the car

riage, was introduced to the per

sons composing the deputation 

individually and was conducted 

through the line to the piazza of the 

Hotel. The waving of handkerchiefs 

by the ladies, the Masonic saluta

tion, the respectful raising of the 

hat by the citizens, and the univer

sal murmur which ran through the 

assembly, 'Welcome Lafayette' 

evinced the deep sensibility which 

his presence inspired."

Lafayette spent the night at 

Eagle's Tavern. A banquet, pre

pared by Mr. E.P. Guion "in his 

usual sumptuous manner," was held 

to honor the famous guest, high

lighted by the traditional 13 toasts, 

one for each of the 13 states. The 

next day he stopped at the John 

Branch Plantation near Enfield, 

stood on the high porch and spoke 

to those assembled in the yard. The 

next layover would be at Donald-
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son's Tavern in the little village of 

Rocky Mount.

On Feb. 28, 1825, Lafayette 

came to Rocky Mount. Rocky 

Mount was on the south side of 

Tar River at the Falls of the Tar. 

The busy Battle-Evans Mill, built 

in 1818 and now called Rocky 

Mount Mills, stood on the north 

side of the river. Rocky Mount was 

in Nash County; the mill was in 

Edgecombe County. People from 

both counties were crowded in the 

nearby grove hoping to get a 

glimpse of the Revolutionary hero. 

Children who could wrench away 

from their mothers' clutching hands 

scaled Sheep Rock and other 

nearby boulders. The few store

keepers were the happiest people 

about. Battles, Thorpes, Bunns, 

Barnes, Ricks, Westrays, Drakes, 

Lindseys, Daniels, and many oth

ers settled in their buggies or wag

ons waiting. Unhappy horses 

neighed and children cried while 

they waited.

At last, a shout, "He's here!" The 

genial Donaldson came out of the 

tavern with the postmaster and

some others who were invited to a 

banquet hosted by the tavern- 

keeper. No list of the guests has 

survived. From scraps of informa

tion gleaned by word of mouth, La

fayette was still a fine looking man, 

and was elated by the attention be

ing shown. No one seems to have 

written down anything Lafayette 

said that day or alluded to a gather

ing in the grove where he might 

have spoken. We do know his visit 

was welcomed with warm affection 

and we know he spoke.

❖

Devil, Cont. From Page 3

Enos was sore troubled. He 

painted a while, and he stopped a 

while and pondered. He could not 

quiet his mind so as to go on with 

his work. Finally he put his brush 

into the paint bucket hanging on the 

rung of his ladder, climbed down, 

took off his overalls, and struck off 

by a path through the swamp for 

town. He would go and see Broth

er Owen. Brother Owen was an 

educated man. He was not a Bap

tist, but he was a good sound and

bitter Calvinist; and he preached for 

the Missionary Baptist Church. He 

must know all about the Devil. So 

Enos made straight for his house 

and knocked impatiently at the 

door. Mr. Owen answered the 

knock himself, and without enter

ing, Enos propounded his problem: 

"Mr. Owen, ain't the Bible true?"

"Yes, Enos," said Mr. Owen.

"Mr. Owen, don't the Bible say 

that God made all things?"

"Yes, Enos."

"Yes, Enos," said Mr. Owen.

"Mr. Owen, don't the Bible say 

that God made all things?"

"Yes, Enos."

"Mr. Owen, don't the Bible say 

that after the Lord had made all 

things, he looked upon what he had 

made, and it was very good?"

"Yes, Enos."

"Mr. Owen, didn't the Lord make 

the Devil?"

"Yes, Enos, the Lord made the 

Devil."

"Well, Mr. Owen, is the Devil 

very good?"

Mr. Owen looked at Enos and 

took his measure; and then he said, 

"Enos, isn't he a very good Devil?"

"Mr. Owen," cried Enos, with al

most a shout of joy, "He surely is. 

He is a good Devil." And Enos 

went back, climbed up his ladder, 

and painted away in perfect peace 

of mind, with all his philosophy of 

evil clear and satisfactory. And who 

could have given Enos a better an

swer?

[This story came from Nomulla, by 

Joseph Blount Cheshire.]

For Hire

A (jig andMamess

AppIu At Zhis Office

TRC Members Claim State Awards

The North Carolina Genealogical Society recently announced awards to 

four members of the Tar River Connections Genealogical Society. Timothy 

W. Rackley of Kemersville, NC, charter member of Tar River Connec

tions and NCGS Director at Large, was awarded Excellence in Publishing 

the Nash County Records. He has published numerous volumes including 3 

volumes of Nash County Cemeteries and Family Bibles along North Carolina’s Tar 

Fiver which was edited by Billie Jo Matthews and Peggy Strickland,co- editors 

of The Connector

Dr. Plummer Alston Jones, Jr. of Salisbury, NC also received an Ex

cellence in Publishing the Jones Family History (Descendents of Robert 

Jones of Beaufort, NC). William Doub Bennett of Rocky Mount and Ra

leigh received an Award for Outstanding Lifetime Contribution to North 

Carolina Genealogy. Mr. Bennett has done extensive work at the NC Ar

chives in Raleigh and has published numerous articles on a variety of sub

jects of historical and genealogical interest. Herman Ferguson, also of 

Rocky Mount, received the Excellence in Publishing Mecklenburg 

County Records.
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Hunt, Cont. From Page 6

who according to information received 

from a descendant was born 28 Jan 

1770 and died as Polly Gay on 28 

May 1851 in Fayette County, GA. 

What is know about Charity is from 

the 1795 Last Will and Testament of 

William Brinkley of Halifax County, 

NC. Charity is the daughter of Patty

Gay and has children William Brink

ley Hunt, Robert Hunt, Sarah Hunt, 

and Polly Hunt. William Hunt's estate 

inventory took place in January 1800 

by Garrott Goodloe. There will be 

further discussion of William (son of 

Henry Jr and Martha) later.

Martha, the widow of Henry, mar

ried Elias Gay who died in 1811 

Franklin County. The children of 

Elias and Martha (Patty) were Patsey 

who married William Batchelor ca. 

1809, Sherrod Haywood Gay who 

moved to GA, and Betsey Gay. Ac

cording to Gay family tradition, there 

was also a son named Elias who died 

as a young man after being struck by 

lightning. Elias also left 50 dollars and 

all his clothes to Polly Jackson who 

was the wife of Alsey Jackson. Polly 

Jackson was a daughter of Hind Hills- 

man. The relationship between Elias 

and this Jackson couple has not been 

explored.

On 1 April 1771, Kitchen Primm 

of Bute County sold 400 acres to Elias 

Gay of Bute County for £70 VA 

money. This land being where the said 

Primm now lives and lying from the 

head of a Glade to Little Creek, and 

up a branch. It adjoined the land of 

Moody and Moses Stallions. I am at 

this point inserting a note that Moses 

Stallings was the husband of Mary 

Simmons who was a daughter of Wil

liam Simmons and Elizabeth Hunt 

(sister to Henry Henry Jr). There is a 

deed from Elias to James Massie sel

ling 400 acres of the same description 

for 28 Mar 1785. Land of the same 

descripton was deeded from Elias to 

William Brinkley Jr of Halifax Co, 

NC on 7 Jun 1785. Both deeds de

18

scribe the plantation "where Elias Gay 

now lives".

Two land deeds from Elias and Mar

tha Gay to William Hunt were found 

for the year 1796. On 6 Feb they sold 

140 acres of "my wife's Dowry of land 

of Henry Hunt, deceased", lying in the 

fork of Cyrpess Swamp. lit was 

granted to said Henry Hunt by William 

Simmons bearing date 23 Mar 1765.

On 1 Nov they sold 400 acres in the 

Little Creek, Jackson’s line, and Stal

lings' plantation for £100. William is 

shown on the 1798 tax list for Captain 

Goodloe's district as being taxable for 

584 acres and 1 white poll.

The inventory of William's estate ap

pears in Jan 1800 Franklin Co records 

and was signed by G[arrett] Goodloe, 

the first administrator of his estate.

Upon Goodloe's death, his son WUliam 

Henry Goodloe took over, and upon 

his death, administration fell to Ed

mund Harrison. Martha Hunt was a 

buyer at the estate sale of William 

Hunt. Others mentioned in the various 

entries concerning William's estate are 

John Parker, Thompson Curry 

(husband of Susanna Jackson), Mar

tha Gay (mother of the deceased Wil

liam Hunt), William Jackson (son of 

William Sr and Sarah Jackson), Re

uben Stallings Jr (son of Moses and 

Mary Simmons Stallings), and Mi

chael Ealy.

On 5 Jan 1803 Martha Hunt sold to 

Edmund Harrison for £100 "Land I 

now live on which belonged to de

ceased husband, given by his father 

Henry Hunt". Edmund Harrison on 11 

Jan 1804 sold the "dowry right that 

Martha Hunt had in the land formerly 

belonging to William Hunt, deceased" 

to Josiah Jackson. The land was 

traced to Leroy Jackson (son of John 

and grandson of William Jackson Sr) 

who in 1837 sold his interest in the 

dower land of Martha Hunt to Benja

min B. Bridgers. In 1804 and 1805 

Edmund Harrison turned in 140 acres 

in Captain Taylor's district for orphan 

of William Hunt and William Hunt

(orphan) respectively. Martha Gay 

turned in land for same in 1808, 1809, 

1810. In summary, William the son of 

Henry Hunt Jr died leaving a widow 

named Martha and a son named Wil

liam.
In 1808 there was a judgment for 

debt against Martha Gay in favor of 

Orren Jackson, administrator of Patty 

Hunt. In June Court of 1813, Benja

min Brickell turned in a guardian ac

count for William Hunt, orphan of 

William Hunt. In 1820, Josiah Jack

son (son of William Jackson Sr) 

turned in orphan accounts for William 

for the period 1811-1820. The orphan 

William Hunt was undoubtedly the 

William "Billy" Hunt that married the 

widow Frances Bass in Nash Co 

(Orren Jackson, a son of John and 

grandson of William Jackson Sr, being 

bondsman on the marriage bond). Ac

cording to the 1850 Nash County cen

sus he was age 52. In 1824, William 

Hunt of Nash County deeded to Josiah 

Bridgers of Franklin Co 227 acres on 

Little Cypress to Big Cypress to 

Lanier's comers, up to Little Cypress.

On 18 Aug 1794, William Jackson 

Sr gave to his wife Sarah Jackson 

property including two Feather Beds, 

one Ovel [sic] Table, and Flax Wheel, 

one cow and yearling. This deed of 

gift was witnessed by Hardy Hunt 

(son of Thomas and Elizabeth Hunt) 

with Jurat being Sion Hunt (their son).

In June 1796, Sarah Jackson of 

Franklin Co, NC gave by deed of gift 

to "my loving niece Policy Hunt" prop

erty including two Beds, one Walnut 

Chest, one table, one cow and yearly, 

and one Flax Wheel. Witnessed by 

Hardy Hunt with Jurat being Sarah 

Hunt (his wife). The loving niece of 

Sarah Jackson was probably Polly 

Hunt, daughter of Henry Hunt Jr and 

wife Martha (Patty). Was Henry Jr's 

wife Martha Jackson (sister to William 

Jackson Sr) or was Henry Jr's wife the 

sister of William Jackson's wife Sarah?

The children of William Jackson Sr 

and Sarah were John, Susanna (wife
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of Thompson Curry), Julius who 

moved to GA, Martha (wife of John 

Hunt, son of Thomas and Elizabeth, 

and died Sumner Co, TN), William 

(miller), Polly (wife of Reuben Stal

lings), and Josiah Jackson. Among 

the children of John Jackson were 

Leroy, Orren, Rebecca, Elizabeth, 

and John Jr.

The brain teaser for those of you up 

to the challenge is to find the maiden 

name of Martha ( wife of Henry Hunt 

Jr and Elias Gay) and Martha (the 

daughter-in-law of Henry Hunt Jr).

Stores, Cont. from P10

few among them think themselves 

obliged by policy, or the laws of 

hospitality, to ask a customer who 

comes in to take a drink of grog. 

This pernicious practice as surely 

draws together neighborhood

loungers, as honey gathers flies. A 

man in the neighborhood has an axe 

to be jumped, or a coulter to be 

pointed. He very prudently deter

mines not to stop one of his hands 

from work.” Giving his orders for 

the day, he goes to the shop himself 

and, while waiting for the work to 

be done, saunters over to the store. 

"And there he sits, whittling a 

switch with his pen-knife, talking 

hard times and heavy taxes.. .and 

drinking grog.. .and thus the whole 

day is wasted.”

Those who had ,?more spirit than 

to sit all day on the counter of a 

country store to get a drink of 

grog,” gathered at the f,merchant- 

mill,, of the neighborhood. The mill 

might be one which ground corn 

into meal or grits, or wheat into 

flour; it might be one which con

verted rags into wrapping paper or

newsprint; or which spun cotton 

into coarse thread. Those who con

gregated about the merchant-mills 

were usually ’’gentleman farmers, 

who rise at eight, and breakfast at 

nine o’clock, ride out into the fields 

and ask a few questions of the over

seer, and then repair to some place 

of customary resort, whether a tav

ern, or a store at some cross-roads, 

or a merchant-mill.” There, with 

other gentlemen farmers like them

selves, they would "spend the day in 

playing marbles or pitching quoits, 

and drinking toddy; and perhaps, at 

intervals, sneering at the efforts for 

agricultural and other improve

ments.” This habit, declared Y.Y. 

had brought ’’many families from 

opulence to poverty, and "turned 

many tracts of fertile lands into bar

renness.
ii

Trevathan, cont. from P. 6

Satah Jane, who married William 

Carter Trevathan, first of that name. 

It was this couple who lived in the 

house on Mill Street, and from 

whom the Trevathan family descend. 

Their farm extended from the river 

to Earl Street. It took in what was 

later Park View Hospital, Braswell 

Memorial Library, and other Rocky 

Mount landmarks. Also, the Treva

than family gave land for the Baptist 

and Methodist churches at the 

Falls.

The old families of Ricks, Treva

than, and Nathan Gilbert (one of 

the early Primative Baptist preachers 

of Falls Baptist Church), had a siz

able family graveyard on what is now 

Oakwood Street. Some years ago, 

the tombstones were discarded with 

a loss of much valuable data.

During the 1900's, the Trevathan 

House underwent many changes. An , 

addition to the house was moved and 

became a rental property on Ridge 

Street. It was since been demolished. 

Later, the original part of the house

was moved from the west to the east 

end of the Mill Street lot where it be

came part of a larger house.

Names associated with the house 

include: Isaac Ricks, James Ricks,

Robert Dempsy Trevathan in his store 

on West Ridge St.

(Soary), William Sorey (Soarey), 

Mary Ann Trevathan Dozier, Fre

drick Dozier, William Carter Tre

vathan, Sarah Jane Price, Alice 

Trevathan Davis, William Davis,

" Arthur C. Davis (Uncle Sam), 

Henry Lewis Trevathan, Claudia 

Billups, Mary Adeline Trevathan 

Reid, Jesse Reid, William Augus

tus Trevathan, Robert Dempsey 

Trevathan, Luta Harrel Trevathan, 

Joseph Trevathan, Vicie Edwards 

Trevathan, Robert Lee Trevathan, 

Mary Ella Harper Trevathan, 

Phoebe Ricks Trevathan, William 

Joshua Trevathan, George Gold 

Trevathan, Mary Stallings Treva

than, Martha Trevathan Braswell, 

Callie Braswell, Joanna Trevathan 

Griffin, Henry Griffin, Elizabeth 

Trevathan, Robert Trevathan, Sa

rah Petway Trevathan. Do you 

know any of them?

Eli Ricks, Phoebe Ricks Price, Sarah ^ fan W R«'l>

I -T),- \y/:n; _ r Smith Williams m collaboration with
Jane Price, William Carter Trevathan, Mar(Taret Battle It anneared in the
Dempsey Trevathan, Mary Ricks, Dr* Margar« BattIe-lt fPPeared in the

Dmsilla Ricks, Elizabeth Sorey Evenmg Telegram m the 1960's.]
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Edgecombe Confederate Soldiers Return to Gettysburg

By Louise Fuller

From June 27 to July 3,1913, Union and Confederate veterans met 

again at Gettysburg. They were old men with memories. Some of them 

were members of the Bethel Regiment and had engaged in the desperate 

battle fought here fifty years ago. Confederates and Yankees had returned 

to find Devils Den, one of the Round Tops, Seminary Ridge, where 

Henry Wyatt fell, where General Pender fell, or some other spot so well 

remembered. It was no ordinary meeting of old men; these men had learned 

how blessed life can be.

No longer was there the smell of gun powder and death. A sweet fresh 

breeze stirred the air. The sound of gunfire, of shouting, of dying had been 

replaced by reverent whispers. The horror had turned to peace and silence, 

interrupted occasionally by a barely audible, "Why?" Tired old men peered 

dimly around them, recapturing that which had dominated their lives for 50 

years.
As night fell, old comrades retired to their tents, their eyes blinking back 

big tears as they remembered those who died in a blaze of glory and others 

who, although they lived through the battle, suffered untold agony and 

privation. Youth had become men. Great men had become legends. Re

membrance of facts can not change them. So, as the last sunbeam was shed

ding its rays upon the hallowed ground, the tired old men found peace 

within themselves.

Indeed, it had been a time of remembering—remembering the mile of hell 

between Cemetery Ridge (Union encampment) and Seminary Ridge 

(Confederate encampment); remembering that Reunion at Gettysburg was 

not a celebration but a coming together to recall how awful war is, and ob

serving how the great hand of Time has swept away everything except the 

monuments put here for remembering.

Messrs. Gotten, Felton, Gorham, Davis, Vick and Reasons

of Edgecombe County.

News from Beaufort 

Weekly Record

Thur., 10 Feb 1887: Col. S.T. 

Carrow, formerly, U.S. Marshal of 

this district, died at his residence in 

Washington, NC on Feb 6th. He 

was 70 years of age.

DIED: Yesterday, an infant son 

of Mr. Thomas & Bettie Lindsay, 

only a few days old. This little waif 

came not alone, but was accompa

nied by a litde sister, who we under

stand is doing well.

MESSRS Dan Williams and Ben 

Neal while patrolling the beach at 

Ocracoke during a stormy night last 

week were compelled to lie down to 

escape injury from a tremendous 

flock of geese making their way 

down the Banks. In the meantime, 

Mr. Williams, while lying flat on his 

back, caught four of the geese alive. 

This story seems almost incredible, 

but it is nevertheless true.

PITT-EDGECOMBE LINE

On August 23, 1779, the Edge

combe County Court "Ordered 

that the County Trustee pay Amos 

Atkinson, Jacob Little & 

Charles Waldrom the sum of 

fifty pounds for their expenses in 

running the line between this & 

Pitt County."

X
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ended 1998, it's 2nd year, 

with 219 members!


