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The First Engineer

Raleigh & Gaston Railroad

i^Llbert Johnston, a little, 

stoop-shouldered, bald-headed man 

who, even after he became an octo

genarian, used to walk from his 

home at the comer of Hillsboro and 

Harrington streets in Raleigh to the 

Seaboard shops, which he came to 

Raleigh to operate in 1840. The 

round house he designed and had 

built was still standing in 1950.

The little, old man who walked 

with a long stick, ran the first en

gine that ever operated over the 

Raleigh and Gaston railroad in 

1840. Its name was the Tornado.

About 1892, Mr. Johnson was 

asked to prepare a sketch of him

self. Some excerpts from that

sketch follow.

"I was bom in ...Virginia, May 

3, 1813. On May the first 1830 1 

was apprenticed to James Martin 

in the City of Petersburg to learn 

the machine business. He had a

Drawing of Raleigh & Gaston 

Locomotive dated 1836—Taken from 

http://www.enuii.com/vulcan_foundry/

very small jobbing shop and would 

undertake any job from a pen knife to 

a steam engine. In the fall of 1832 

the first locomotive engine amived 

from England for the Petersburg 

Railroad which was the first in Vir

ginia. It was built by Edward Berry, 

Liverpool.

"I assisted in putting it together. 

...It only had one pair [of] drivers 

and one pair [of] pilot wheels. Its 

weight was five tons. Inside 

connections—crank axle. It would 

take about five, four-wheel passenger 

cars about twelve or fifteen per hour, 

carrying twenty-four passengers 

each. It was named Roanoke....

Johnson described another loco

motive, the Pioneer as having 9x18

First, Cont. On Page 4

The Circus in 

Rocky Mount

By Rachel Leonard Brooks

W
hen I was four and a half 

years old, [c.1918] 

Daddy and Mother took me to 

Rocky Mount [Nash/Edgecombe 

Co., NC] to the Bamum and Bailey 

Circus. We left home about four 

o'clock in the morning and got back 

about ten o'clock that night. Daddy 

took Mother and me to Uncle Sid 

Taylor's. He then carried the mule a 

few blocks to the livery stables. Un

cle Sid was Big Mama's [Rachel's 

grandmother] brother. He was a po

liceman and lived on the 600 block 

of Sunset Avenue.

Mother went uptown shopping. 

While she was shopping, Daddy 

carried me to the circus parade. The 

circus tents were at the fairgrounds 

in Edgecombe County. That eve

ning, we went to the circus. We 

started home about sunset. We went 

home by Falls Road and by Red 

Oak, as it was the nearest way.

Just out of town on the other

Circus, Cont. On Page 3

__ San Diogo Hietotical Society
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THEY MUST GO

We desire to commend the ac

tivity of Mayor Killette in his efforts 

to remove from the community the 

festering sore of the Red Light dis

trict. He has prepared his cases thor

oughly and there is ample evidence to 

convict them all for all have violated 

the intent and the purpose of the law.

Many of them have gone further 

than that for they have used their li

cense to sell cold drinks as a cover 

for the sale of liquor and this way 

they are making of their houses a hid

ing place for blind tigers where 

young men and some manned men 

and old topes repair to secure drinks.

We trust that the next court will

Go, Cont. On Page 6
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Query Guidelines

1 Members may submit three que

ries annually to the address or 

e-mail below.

2 The query should include a time 

frame and as much pertinent in

formation as you have.

3 Queries should concern someone 

who has resided in the following 

counties: Person, Granville, 

Vance, Franklin, Nash, Edge

combe, Pitt, Beaufort, or adja

cent counties linked to the Tar 

River by streams and creeks.

4 Please include a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope for reply by 

mail.
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Talking Turkey

By Boice Walker

Other than Benjamin Franklin and me, no one has

ever attempted to chronocalize the turkey. Benjamin 

wanted to make the turkey our national emblem; however, 

our founding fathers could not see things Ben's way and we 

adopted the bald eagle instead.

Now, at that time, domestic turkeys were unheard of.

So I can relate to Ben’s idea, since the turkey was wild game 

and a wily one that was great sport to hunt. It also provided 

a basic in the food chain of American Indians, as well as the Puritans that 

settled in America. The Indians also used the feathers in their dress and tribal 

occasions.

History tells us that the Puritans and Indians joined together in a cere

mony to give thanks for their blessings. This tradition has remained with us 

through the years and we know it as Thanksgiving Day. Since turkey was 

served at the first Thanksgiving, it became customary after that and continues 

to this date.

Up until around 1930 the only way to have turkey for the Thanksgiving 

meal was to hunt and kill your own. You could not purchase one at the 

store—there were no supermans—and farm land and urbanization had taken 

over lots of the natural habitat of the turkey. With increasing pressure from 

hunters this created a demand that could only be solved one way. GROW 
YOUR OWN. ^

Raising Turkeys

We began by searching for wild turkey nests in early spring, not touch

ing the eggs until we were ready, and robbing it in its entirety. We timed our 

robbery to coincide with one of our "chicken" hens that had begun nesting or 

as most people said, "setting." We placed six to eight turkey eggs under the 

setting chicken hen in a chicken coop on ground level. When the turkeys 

hatched the chicken hen automatically adopted the young as her own, and 

continued until weaning time. In the meantime my mother made mv brother 

and me go in and around the woods hunting fallen logs or stumps which we 

cut or dug into for beetle larva and bugs. We fed those worms and bugs to 

the young turkeys along with a solution of water and tablets placed in a quart 

sized fruit jar with a specially designed lid that formed a trough without run

ning over. We bought the Walko Tablets from the traveling "Raleigh Man." 

When the tablets were dissolved in water they turned the water a deep purple 

and this was the only form of medication available. After a few weeks the 

chicken hen would wean her chicks and they were able to forage most of their 

needs from nearby woods and fields. We shelled and cracked corn to supple

ment their diet. We were surprised that they always returned to their roost 

and not to the wild. Pesticides were not in use on farm crops at that time, so 

all types of fowl and birds were safe to forage among them.

Our grown standing stock of turkeys consisted of one gobbler and five 

hens. At the end of year two this had grown to seven gobblers and forty-one 

hens. My daddy said one hundred would be the limit that we could properly 

attend and to have a chance to sell.

Turkey, Cont. On Page 5
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Reader's Choice

LOCAL COLOR

A Dictionary of the 

Queen ys English

The toide is coming in!

IVfany words and expressions 

used by Queen Elizabeth I, Walter 

Raleigh, Marlowe, Dryden, Bacon 

and even Shakespeare can still be 

heard in North Carolina today. Fol

lowing are some excerpts from a 

North Carolina tourism booklet: A 

Dictionary of the Queen's English.

The QueenTs English

1. Claphat (for hasty): He always 

acted in a claphat manner.

2. Flang (for flung): He flang his 

coat over the chair.

3. Git shet uv (for get rid of): the 

farmer decided to git shet uv all 

his animals.

4. Hoigh (for high) (prounced as 

hoy): There was a hoigh wind 

over the ocean.

5. Peart (for feeling well): Miss 

Tones seems to be feeling; right 

peart today.

6. Tee-toncey (for tiny): Til have 

just a tee-toncey piece of pie.

North Carolina Dialect 

/. Briarpatch child: A child born 

out of wedlock. He has two 

childen at home and a briarpatch 

child.

2. Bunk: Talk for talk’s sake. 

Coined in 1820 as ’’buncomb" by 

Rep. Felix Walker of Bun

combe Co., N.C. During dis

cussions of the Missouri 

Comprise, Rep. Walker delivered 

a long speech unrelated to the 

topic at hand. Asked why, he 

said, ”1 was just talking for Bun

combe.” It was

English, Cont. On Page 5
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LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION

Nash County News 

To the Editor:

An editorial in your last issue presented with force some facts relating to 

the law of cows tied upon the sidewalks of the town.

All questions have two sides,—sometimes more. A law 

must of necessity' be considered from four stand points, 

viz:—of the law maker, the law enforcer, the law break

er, and the law abider.

Mine is a case of the last, not of the "bit doe." I
_ O

never tie a cow upon the sidewalks however lush the 

grass and weeds upon it. In fact, I never wittingly break 

any law, municipal, state or federal. It is the law abider who has greatest rea

son to protest the wisdom, justice, and expediency of laws because he it is 

whom they most affect. Then, too, the law abiding class constitutes by far 

the greater part of our population. Hence tills letter.

Now we of this section of town would be glad if cows—adequately su

pervised of course—were permitted to graze our streets and sidewalks. I 

have just measured and some of the weeds are over 50 inches tall. Such is the 

case, not merely in these depression times, but summer after summer. The 

town laborers are sent semi-occasionally to top the weeds. (Horticulturists 

claim that topping a plant encourages sturdiness and root growth.) Cows 

would gladly top the weeds and grass just as efficiently, do it oftener and 

without cost to the town, and convert the hay into flesh and milk. Indeed, it 

is hard to lead a cow on these streets without an earnest effort on her part to 

set to work at once. I wonder if the aldermen never feel a bit dog-in-the- 

mangerish when they see all this green food which they will not eat them

selves nor allow the cows to eat.

Strangers passing this way probably wonder if our town taxes are ever 

paid. They must be since practically every lot on this street after the hard sur

face ends has belonged to the present owner for at least fifteen years. Be

sides, with so much government money being spent upon public work these 

days, our streets and sidewalks out to be so kept that they offer no tempta

tion to us cow owners or our cows to break the law.

Circus, Cont. From Page 1

side of the covered Tar River Bridge, we met an automo

bile. The mule was frightened. Daddy was trying to hold 

the mule to keep her from running. The mule reared up oi 

her hind legs and broke the harness. The people with the 

automobile took Daddy back up Falls Road to a store 

where he bought a new harness: Mother held the mule 

while he was gone. It was almost dark when Daddy got 

back.

W hen he finished hitching the mule up, he lit the buggy lantern that 

hung down at the back of the buggy, and we went home. I told everyone 

about the big black bear and showed them how he turned somersaults.

Rachel Brooks was born March 1, 1914. She wrote her memories of her 

childhood and of her mother's family. They were published as Memoirs in 1999.
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cylinders, a pair of 54” drivers, and 

a pair of 36” pilot wheels. ”The 

drivers had cast iron hub, wood 

spokes and wood run with flange 

tyres. They were a failure and had 

to be renewed with cast iron cen

ters. While I was an apprentice, I 

had quite a variety7 of work, some

times at the railroad shop and cot

ton factory and sometimes
j

repairing some old steam cars.”

mi II niiiTHi'M'niTii'i ■■ bib*'-sw3E3»35

Albert Johnson

When he completed his ap

prenticeship, Johnson worked in 

Richmond, VA for D. J. Burr & 

Co. This firm built the first loco

motive in Virginia.

"Sometime in the latter part of 

the month of December, 1835,1 

went to work for the Richmond, 

Fredericksburg and Potomac 

Railroad and assisted in putting 

up their first locomotive. .. .It was 

there 1 pulled my first throttle and 

did my first running. There were 

many difficulties to contend with 

at that early day and were attended
j j

with great danger from cows and 

loose bars called snake heads. 

Sometimes they would run over 

the top of the wheels and through 

the bottom of the car. I have 

known a bar of iron on the 

R.F.&P.R.R. to go through the

bottom of the car, through the seat 

between two passengers and out at 

the top and did not touch either of 

them.

”... After many hardships in 

February 1840 I left the R. F.& P. 

R.R. and came to this city7 [Raleigh, 

NC] to take charge of the machin

ery of the Raleigh and Gaston 

Railroad and served them all told 

about thirty years—several years 

while the road was in a very7 dilapi

dated condition....

”.... I suppose I am one of the 

oldest railroad men in the United 

states having commenced my rail

road life when a boy in 1832....”

Albert Johnson died in 1897.

The Raleigh & Gaston 

Railroad During the Civil War

From the Raleigh Register, 
4/19/1862 1 C

Wanted: at the Machine Shop of 

the Raleigh & Gaston Railroad 

Company, Old Copper, Brass, 

Pewter, Lead, Zink and Cast Iron, 

for which the highest cash price 

will be paid, delivered at the Shops, 

or any Depot on the road.

Albert Johnson, Master of 

Machinery R.& G. R.R.

A note from Governor Z. B. 

Vance to Dr. W. J. Hawkins,

President of the Raleigh dc Gaston 

Rail Road dated 1/27/1863:

After looking at the working of 

things I have concluded that the 

State Cotton and Corn at Halifax 

and Enfield will never be hauled. 

As it is of the very greatest conse

quence to the state that both 

should be got away, 1 want you to 

stop the night train and haul the 

Corn and Cotton, let the conse

quences be what they may unless it 

can be done speedily without stop

ping this train.

Raleigh & Gaston 

Railroad Stations

Station Distance

Page 4

Raleigh

Mill Brook 5

Huntsville 10

Wake 16

Franklinton 27

Kittrell's 37

Henderson 44

Junction 54

Ridgeway 57

Warrenton Plains 61

Macon 65

Brown's 70

Littleton 76

Summit 82

Gaston 85

Midway 90

Weldon 97

A telegram from the Quarter

master General in Richmond to 

Maj. W. W. Pierce, Qr Master in 

Raleigh, dated 3/19/1864:

If the Raleigh & Gaston Road 

cannot remove Govt. Stores as fast 

as they arrive you must stop both 

passenger trains.

["Following the Tracks: Raleigh & Gaston 

RR—1836-1840" appeared in The Con

nector in Summer 2000. This article was 

taken from "The First Engineer," by Wil

liam H. Richardson, great grandson of Al

bert Johnson, The State Magazine, 

June 1, 1950]

ADMINISTRATORS NOTICE

^/\dl persons having claims 

against the estate of the late Jarrett 

White are hereby notified to exhibit 

the same to me at my office in the 

town of Whitakers on or before the 

first day of February 1874. All per

sons indebted to the said estate are 

requested to make prompt payment 

of the amounts due by them.

WALTER BRODIE, 

Administrator of Jarrett White.

[The Battle boro Advance, Jan. 3, 1873]
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Selling Turkeys

As the fall season of year three
*

approached my daddy, with our little 

help, had completed a wagon body 

for transporting the turkeys. It 

would hold thirty turkeys in the 

wooden coops. Word of mouth and 

friends who knew we were raisino-
o

turkeys was our only advertisement.

We would arise before dawn and 

catch and load the birds, one at a 

time, with great stealth to keep from 

spooking the flock. Making sure we 

had a full kerosene lantern in case 

we were late getting home, we would 

begin the seven mile trip to Rocky 

Mount [NC], Along with food and 

water for mules and turkeys we had 

wash tubs and burlap bags for dis

posing of entrails and feathers.

Most every house had a clothes 

line so upon making a sale we hung 

the bird by the feet on the line and 

slit its throat. When the time came 

we dry picked and dressed it on the 

spot. The customer was advised to 

soak it overnight in light brine water 

and, if possible, keep a small piece of 

block ice in the water. Better yet, put 

the pan in the ice box, if you had 

one.

My mother had penciled baking 

instructions on tablet sheets for each 

turkey. We passed these on to the 

customers. We did not weigh the 

turkeys. We let the customer pick 

out his or her own. A flat fee of $5 

per bird delivered was well received 

and sometimes we were rewarded 

with a 250 tip.

The day before Thanksgiving 

Eve (Tuesday) and the day before 

Christmas Eve (23rd) were our regu

lar delivery times. Counting all the 

sales from the holidays and all that 

people had picked up from the farm, 

we would gross about $400 for the 

entire year. That is not much by to

day’s standards, but you must realize

that was the price of a new auto

mobile back then.

Happy Thanksgiving.

English, Cont. From P 4

later shortened to "bunkum;” 

then to "bunk."

3 Cattymount (for a fearful crea

ture): She heard the cattymount 

again last night.

4 Giggle-soup: Alcoholic bever

age, usually homemade. They 

drank so much giggle-soup they 

could hardly stand up.

5 Go-down: Sickly; not well. She’s 

been on the go-down ever since 

she caught a cold.

6 Hist (highst): Raise. The squirrel 

lusted his tail and ran across the 

ground.

7 Journey proud: Enthusiasm re

sulting from a trip. She was so

journey proud she returned

from the city she couldn’t stop 

talking about her trip.

8 Kiver: Covering for a bed. He 

slipped under the kiver and went 

to sleep.

9. Nuss (for hold): Maybelle, you 

nuss the kid awhile.

10. Rosnears (for corn): I can’t wait 

until the rosnears come in.

11. Slipperslide: Shoe horn. The shoe 

was so tight he had to use a slipper

slide to get it on.

12. Swivet: Hurry; rush. He was in a 

terrible swivet when he passed.

North Carolina Expressions

1. As crazy as a bullbat: In late af

ternoon during the summer, the 

bullbats fly in many patterns chas

ing the insects.

2. As fair as your hand: Usually 

means something is in plain view, 

or easily recognized. The money 

was lying on the floor as fair as your 

hand.

3. As lazy as Uncle Deal: originated 

from the extreme indolence of a 

19th century resident of eastern 

North Carolina.

4. As ugly as a mud dobber: A

mud dauber is an insect that makes 

its home in mud cocoons in barns 

and outbuildings. The expression 

is used to indicate physical unat

tractiveness.

5. Run up and butt; Frustrated or 

wasted effort. He tried to repair 

the car, but all he did was run up 

and butt.

[Julia Condit, TRC member, provided the 

booklet used for this article.]

Page 5

Ill have just a tee-toncey piece of pie.
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History of Horne's 

Methodist Church

N ,

JL 1 ot many years ago the com

mon opinion about history was ex

pressed in the words, "Happy is the 

people who have no history." ...Very 

few records were made of anything 

except of something pertaining to 

government, ruler, and etc. ...

In the case of Hornes M. E. 

Church in Nash Co., NC, we do 

not have the true record to resort to 

in securing; the history for the years 

after the present site was deeded to 

the Trustees of the Church by Hill

iard Horne. We do not even have 

the exact date the church was org;a- 

nized. We do know that sometime 

prior to the dating of the deed for 

this parcel of land, which is recorded 

in Book M, in the Nash County 

Court House, something stirred the 

people to such an extent that they 

went about organizing a church.

“New” Church, built about 1950

On the 30* day of August, 1828 

a deed was signed by Hilliard Horne, 

party of the first part, to David Win

stead, Thomas Winstead, Joel 

Eatmon, Samuel Williams, Bar

ney Pearson, David Winbourne, 

Ivey Winbourne, Dempsey Win

stead, and Wesley Linsey, trustees 

for the Hornes M. E. Church South, 

parties of the 2^ part for a certain lot 

or parcel of land situate and lying 

and being in the State of North Car

olina, County of Nash, ...including 

the meeting House and well.

The first church was rather 

small, of rough construction. The 

windows had wooden shutters. The 

seats were of rough plank. Even 

though tliis Church was of a very 

humble type and at times even pro

vided shelter for the sheep, yet some 

of the strongest Christian characters 

the church has ever had worshiped 

there.

Their services were held once a 

month, one day during the week, at 

which time the landlords would 

come bringing their families and ser

vants. Their way of traveling was by 

ox and cart, horseback, or walking. 

We do not have a record of who the 

first pastor was, but we know that 

through his ministry, one of the 

greatest movements that this com

munity has ever started was begun, 

for it was through his efforts and the 

support of Christian leaders that this 

organization was perfected. Services 

were held from the first church for 

50 years.

In 1878, what was known as the 

McCloud Revival was held. It was 

the largest revival the church has 

ever had. This revival ran for two 

weeks and more than a hundred con

verts were received into the church. 

People from many miles away at

tended this revival, some just to see 

the old sainted men and women 

shout.

It was during the year 1878 that 

Rev. McCloud again aroused the 

members to build a Mother Church. 

The first old church was torn down 

and work at once begun on the new 

one. This church was completed and 

dedicated in 1879, just one year after 

it was started. It was considerably 

larger than the first on and afforded 

a few more comforts, as the seats 

were of smoother plank and the win

dows of glass.

The mid-week preaching sendees 

were disbanded and a Sunday morn

ing service substituted. It came on the 

1st Sunday of each month, which has 

been kept up ever since, with the ex

ception of a few recent years. A Sun

day school was also held in the church 

and some of our parents tell of how

they used to walk miles to attend these 
✓

sendees.

Sendees were held from this, the 

second church, for 31 years. In 1909, 

under the ministry of B.E. Stanfield, 

the erection of the third and present 

church was begun. Although the 

church is still on the same site as the 

first one, vet the site is different, the 

present church being just across the 

road opposite the site of the 1st 

church.

Page 6

[Contributed by Reese Ferrell, TRC member. 

The author is not known, but the history ap

pears to have been written about 1939.]

rMiy.ii&tsi.iri Wilson

Go, Cont. From Page 1

not be easy with the cases as previous 

courts have done or allow their sympa

thies to soften towards the women 

because 

they are 

unfortu

nate.

No

man sym

pathizes 

with a 

woman

more than the Editor of the Times but 

conditions have grown from bad to 

worse in Wilson in this particular until 

some of our young men have lost their 

self respect. It has reached that point. 

Shall we throw away our boys in order 

to allow the presence of disreputable 

women?

The women should leave town 

and stay away. Go some place else and 

begin life anew. There is plenty of 

work to do and plenty of ways to earn 

an honest living.

[ Wilson Daily Times, 9/8/1915].
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Foy Pullen Remembers Early 

Aviation in Eastern NC

I was born April 17, 1915 in Rocky Mount 

[Nash Co.]. My earliest memories are of the troops

Page 7

The airplane had wire wheels, no brakes, and a 

wooden tail skid. To stop the airplane, you pulled the 

stick back and put pressure on the elevators at the 

back—the tail end—and the tail skid would dig into the 

ground and stop you. To take off, you had to push the 

L______ - — j. ^ lilc LiU,,p, stick forward and get the tail skid out of the ground so

coming home after WWI in early 1919. My first mem- t'ne aJrP'ane cou^ niove.

ort' of an airplane is of an old WW I vintage bi-plane °r m' i:lrst r^e’ ^ ^dn t have a seatbelt. My seat

flying over and landing in a field on the edge of town. WaS hist a 'X)arc^ The thing I remember most about it

The first landing field in Rocky Mount, in the early W^iat ^ sau as ^ l0°ked out of the airplane. I was sure,

1920s, was across the Tar River about opposite where r^en’ t^at * wantec^ to a P^ot!

Bob Melton's Barbecue Diner was. It ran north to ^ went to work

I graduated from high school in 1933, in the middle

of the depression, and got a job working at night. After

WOrk, I'd gO home 3nd sleep

some, and then spend my 

spare time hanging around 

the flying field, and that's 

truly what it was. It was just 

a meadow. I did whatever I 

could to get a little flying 

time.

I have lots of memories of 

those times, such as the big 

wind storm that damaged 

some of the airplanes. I recall 

when J. D. Winstead walked 

the wings of an old Stan

dard. I can see him in my

Barnum Road. Lemmie Lee, J. D. Winstead and

Fred Alden owned airplanes that were based there in

the early days of aviation.
✓ ✓

The amount of activity 

increased and the small 

flying field was cramped

4.

and dangerous. It was 

soon moved further north, 

across Barnum Road, to 

the site of the present 

Rocky Mount Sports 

Complex.

I hung around airport

After school 1 would 

walk to the airport which 

was about a mile and a 

half away. Down at the

■v.:,I:’,Y K3UH7, K.C-- 
mwapAit-mpm-i

Rocky Mount Municipal Airport, about 1936

end of Ridge Street, where I lived, Bob Melton had a memory right now, walking out on the wing of the air- 

pasture with cattle in it. Rather than walk around by the Cia^t' ^ ^ a ^ar8e w“"1§ sPan an^ sets °f inner- 

road, which was longer, I walked through the pasture. win^ stmfs' Hp nn ^

I did this several times, but 1 ran into a problem 

one time, because unbeknown to me, there was a bull 

in the pasture. He decided he didn't want me there!

Fortunately, I beat him to the fence, but I didn't walk 

through the pasture any more.

My first flight

wing struts. He walked on the outer edge of the wing 

between the last two bays of the struts. The airplane 

was very slow—I'd say 60 or 65 miles an hour—so the 

force on the man walking the wing was not all that 

great, but it was impressive!

Another incident involved an old Jennie aircraft that 

failed to gain altitude after it took off. The pilot flew all 

the way from across the river, across Rocky Mount, and
J vMy first airplane ride was in 1927 when I was . • , —,

twelve years old. We had a large snow in 1927 and a lot WaS at,:emPting to get back to the airport when it

• 1 ’11 T "1" ^ Q m i 1-fi t-/^\ +-1-> +-/-■»*-« x-x C I ' _. _ 1 T 
ot wind with the snow. Lemmie Lee owned an old bi

plane and it blew over on its nose into some bushes 

and briars. 1 helped cut the bushes down so we could 

get the airplane out. After Lemmie fixed the airplane, 

he gave me my first ride.

He flew an old Jennie-type aircraft with a Curtiss 

OX-5 engine. This engine was the first mass produced 

engine for airplanes in the United States. It was put in 

all the Jennie-type aircraft in WW I. The OX-5 was a 

V-8 water cooled engine and developed 90 hp at 1400 

RPMs.

crashed into the top of the Edwin Cutchin 

Building—now Dillon Supply. The airplane hit on the 

edge of the building. The engine fell through the roof 

and down into the area where people were working on 

automobiles. Nobody was hurt, but the airplane was a 

complete wreck.

New airport

In 1934, the WPA enlarged the field to encompass 

all the land enclosed by highway 301, Barnum Road, 

and what is now Airport Road. Although the landing

Aviation, Cont. On Page 8
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A Rocking 

Chair 

for Sarah

JE/lbert Alfred Moye, 5th child 

of Alfred and Orpah Tyson Moye,

was bom in 1844. He farmed in Pitt 

Co., NC until he joined the Confed

erate forces at the age of 17. On 

Sept. 3, 1861, he enlisted as a private 

in Company G, Gen. Bragg’s Guards, 

8th Rear of the NC Infantry. ... On 

an oath of allegiance he was de

scribed as being 6 feet with a ruddy 

complexion, light hair and grey eyes.

Elbert was promoted to corporal 

in 1862, and on Jan. 3, 1863, he was 

promoted to 1st sergeant, Clerk to 

General Court Martial at Wilming

ton, N.C. He was promoted to 2nd 

Lt. on Nov. 23,1863.

On May 31, 1864, at the Battle 

of Cold Harbor, Elbert Moye was 

taken prisoner by the Union forces. 

He was taken to Ft. Delaware, Del., 

on June 25, 1864, and remained there 

until June 16, 1865, when all prison

ers were released.

While a POW, Elbert made a 

rocking chair. He carried it the long 

distance 

home and 

gave it to his 

niece, Sarah 

Elizabeth 

Lang, daugh

ter of Ann 

Priscilla 

Moye Lang.

Lizzie Lang treasured the chair, and 

after many years gave it to her eldest 

daughter, Annie Elberta Joyner, 

namesake of Elbert Moye. Elberta 

Joyner Foster, her only daughter hav

ing died, gave the chair to her eldest

granddaughter, Laura Foster Renard.

After the war, Elbert returned 

home to NC and farming. He was a 

member of the State House of Repre

sentatives in 1877 and in the Senate in 

1879. From 1885 to 1898, he was a 

Clerk of Superior Court.

Elbert Moye married Mary Ed

wards, daughter of Newit Edwards, 

farmer, of Green Co., NC. They had 

3 children: Elbert Alfred Moye, Jr. 

who married Hortense Forbes; Rob

ert M.K. Moye, who married Lillian 

Barnhill; and Mary A. Moye, who 

married John L. Carper.

Elbert Moye married 2nd, Delphia 

King and they had no children. He 

married 3rd Lucy Johnston and they 

had a son, Robert Sweeney Moye.

[From The May, Lang, Joyner, Williams 

Families ofN. C. (Pitt Co. Area), by Laura 

Foster Renard, 1974, available at ECU li

brary]

Page 8

Aviation, Cont. From Page 7

strip was still sod, a large metal hangar was built and 

boundary lights were installed around the field. Banks of 

floodlights were placed at the north 

and south ends of the field. It was 

first called Eagle Airport and later 

became Rocky Mount Municipal 

Airport.

I pushed a wheelbarrow when 

they were building the hangar. They 

had two sizes of wheelbarrows— 

large ones and small ones. It always 

seemed to work out that the biggest 

guys got the small wheelbarrows, 

and we small guys got the big ones.

R.E. Lee rented the new hangar from the city. This 

became the first fixed base flying operation east of Ra

leigh.

I got to know Walter Tharrington, a local pilot. 

Walter did some barnstorming on weekends and I’d go 

along to help him gas up, crank engines, load passengers 

and sell tickets. I flew between Rocky Mount and wher

ever we went barnstorming and got some flying time 

that wav.

On one occasion we were down in Creswell, 

[Washington Co., NC]. The field was 600 feet long

from ditch to ditch. Remember, the airplanes were slow

and they landed and took off slow. We used Texaco gaso

line and we were using water out of the ditch to put in

the radiator. We were using the same 

bucket to put in gasoline out of the old 

55 gallon drum and straining it 

through an old felt hat. This was the 

best water trap that has ever been in

vented. We got along with it very well.

Walter took a man and his girl 

friend to ride. She was not thrilled 

enough with it, so she wanted to go 

for an aerobatic ride. The man didn’t 

want to go, so the girl got in the plane 

and the belt had to be tightened to fit 

one person. Walter, in looping and spinning, shoved the 

stick forward. The lady almost went out. She <&/lose her 

pocketbook. 1 think Walter got more thrill out of it than 

the lady did!

Foy Pullen, now 92 years old, is writing about his memo

ries of aviation, mostly in Rocky Mount, from the late 1920s 

to the present. He worked in aviation as a pilot and mechanic 

from 1934 to 1992 when he retired. He and his wife, Irma, 

recently celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary.

We will continue with Foy’s memories in the next issue of 

The Connector.
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Joshua Washington Vick

A Name Worth Mentioning

Joshua Washington Vick was bom in Nash 

County, NC on May 9, 1843, the son of Samuel and 

Poily Taylor Vick. He was orphaned at the age of eight 

and was brought up by his aunt, Mrs. Delilah Morgan, 

of Old Stanhope in Nash County. Joshua Vick had ten 

brothers, all with the middle name of Washington, and all 

in the Confederate army.

Civil War Record

On April 1, 1861, Joshua Vick enlisted as a private in 

Capt. A. J. Taylor's company which was organized at 

Wilson and Garysburg, Wilson Co., NC. The company 

was assigned to the Seventh Regiment. Vick was elected 

first Lieutenant in 1862 and was promoted to Captain in 

1863. He participated in the battles of Hanover Court 

House or Slash Church, Gaines Hill, Traysers Farm 

and Molveree Hill, Harpers Ferry, Sharpsburg, Chan- 

cellorsville, the defeat of Milroy at Winchester, Gettys

burg, the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, and other 

engagements.

At Sharpsburg he was slightly wounded in the head 

and at Gettysburg a wound to the left knee disabled him 

for three months. While participating in the famous 

charge of Cemetery Hill at Spotsylvania, he was wounded 

in the left shoulder, and at Winchester he was captured by 

the enemy and imprisoned for several weeks at Fort 

McHenry.

A Letter

In 1862, Joshua Vick's aunt, Mrs. Delilah Morgan, re

ceived the following letter from Winchester, VA:

'ZOutc&etten, 'V<z.

Dr. Vick’s Selma home. It was located on Massey 

Street at the railroad track. My grandfather (Dr. 

George Davis Vick) and grandmother (Annie 

Hoge Vick) home was next door that I visited 

many times while growing up.

Dr. Vick is to the far left next to his wife. Their 

youngest son (Ed Vick - Goldsboro) was next to 

them. In the middle, the girl is Dora Vick Martin - 

Rock Hill, SC (her husband was a Presbyterian 

minister in Rock Hill). The young man on the 

lower step is my grandfather - George D. Vick. 

The child in the stroller is unknown. The lady in 

the right window is an Aunt Kate. Durant Vick

viccciAify,, ci&up diitzedAittCf cuttl cuutoqiKCf.

*04

%>«, m. 1X62

'Dean 'Ttiadam

/it t/ic wyatet yawl ncfiticwi "tyot/uui 'Vide" cmm 

to- me oevi 'Xio&ftitaU (i* *t ‘7%, £, (?Acvic&) a 

dacfe twee <%uitc <UcA, *1 take tkc (Menty addrceeaty <z fruo fauutet eome *1 hzd m t/ic &oum, todee. etc, 

tUe& to (feu, tAo a fecifcct dncuu^en, U onder to Ce£ you

6mco emtet/iMy bio cmditim co far ac temcm.

t&e fact (few- dacfC &e afcfeetized to cu((c% cottdder- 

ctMtf (tom ewettmfy cutd fcaut in &otA tmeeo, (nom ‘JQ&ecma - 

tdm, cu &e t/Uct&o, wae alee tkieatmed widi lyfeiioid 

Jco&i, t&e 'Dt, t/toucfiit' bad (evei, w/UcA, iioweven, 

&<ze (ken cAcctied frcvUiallcf, 6ofie fiemumerttlcf. fact tAe favie 

idea o( faxtujf, ut, a Aoefaital, witA itc Mvteuftdmyo, and e(

Aae <40 clotAUtty at all, fact tAoee Ae Aad —AaoitiCf 

loot Ace faf, eonte meano, (uwicAed Aim eacA ae 0 could yet 

tAene freiny a cfieat CacA o( all tAinye e( tAe Amd in eun 

felace, eucceeded iu Cf ettiucf a cotton oAunt & diawene, made

co ae

a^(eid a cAom^c at Ceaet, eovuf Aavea lt (letter to yioe. —X¥e

/uutded me ftuiee jfor ia^edieefewy w/UcA cantauied tAc

76$ (eewMiq, eix dallau) and eamc feoetayc etamfie, 

wAicA Ae Aid me uee U {pvMvid tAie and a Cettez written 

(feetendeuf, dcreeted te "StanAwfee", Aut Aciny fazr^td tAiat 

ntiefAt net reacA you, reaueite me to unite ayain to amtAcr

■p. 0.

Joshua Vick, Cont. On Page 11
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Vicks VapoRub and the Joshua 

Vick Connection

As told By Durant Vick

Joshua and Rosetta Vick had three children: Eu-

dora Laurinda, George Davis and Edward Warren.

George, who was my Grandfather, was also a doctor in 

Selma.

Rozetta Richardson Vick’s brother, Lunsford 

Richardson, Jr., finished at Davidson College and 

came to Selma, Johnston Co., NC to teach at the pri

vate school. After four years, he realized that there was 

little money in teaching. He had $600 so he purchased 

a drugstore owned by Dr. Joshua Vick and an associate 

for $450 in 1880. With the extra $150, he restocked 

the store.

Lunsford Richardson roomed at 

my great grandfather’s [Dr. Joshua 

Vick] home in Selma on Massey 

Street and paid $10 per month rent.

Joshua and Lunsford became good 

friends.

A Move

After ten years in Selma, Lunsford Richardson felt 

that a larger area was needed so he relocated to 

Greensboro, NC. He and partner John Fariss bought 

the Porter and Tate drugstore on Elm Street and re

named it the Richardson-Fariss 

Drugstore. One of his employ

ees was William Sidney Por

ter who was later known as O. 

Henry, the writer.

Lunsford Richardson 

was an innovator and he began 

to develop medicinal prod

ucts or home remedies 

which he sold in the drug

store. In 1894, he introduced 

a product that was to make 

him a fortune, a cure for croup. It was first named 

“Richardson’s Croup and Pneumonia Salve.” This 

name was too long and did not have a good marketing 

ring to it. The name was later changed from Richard

son's to Vick's, which was subsequently trademarked 

by Mr. Richardson for his products. According to fam

ily lore, the name Vicks was selected to honor his 

brother-in-law. Dr. Joshua Vick.

After the name was changed to Vicks, the product 

we know as Vicks VapoRub was first called Vick's

Vicks Magic Croup 

Salve, New in 1905

Salve or Vick's Magic Salve, but it was later changed 

back to Vicks VapoRub. As to how the name VapoRub 

was derived, I do not know but the combination of the 

two techniques of external medication - stimulation and 

inhalation were certainly described with the word - Va

poRub.

A New Business

In 1898, Richardson's interest in making remedies 

prompted him to sell his share in the thriving drugstore 

to his partner and start a new company, Lunsford Rich

ardson Wholesale Drug Company, with three employ

ees, in Greensboro. Richardson quickly tired of 

fighting with the other stockholders in the company 

about what to do with the profits. While he wanted to 

put any profits back into the business to finance more 

advertising, they wanted them as dividends. As a result, 

Richardson sold his share of the business in 1905.

Junk Mail

Richardson took his savings and opened a new 

business, Vick Family Remedies Company, this time 

owned solely by him. He made a number of different 

remedies under the Vicks name, and marketed them in 

twenty surrounding counties. In 1905, Mr. Richardson 

convinced the Postal Service to allow him to mass-mail 

his advertising circulars simply to "boxholder" instead 

of individuals. Because this marked the first such mail

ing, Mr. Richardson gained the dubious distinction of 

also being known as "the father of junk mail."

Despite his hard work, Lunsford Richardson's new 

business did not prosper, and he began to run out of 

savings. In 1907, he asked his oldest son, Henry Smith 

Richardson (1885-1972), who was working in New 

York, to be advertising and sales manager for the fledg

ling company in hopes that his son could rescue it.

VapoRub, Cont. On Page 13

Page 10
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Joshua Vick, Cont. from Page 9

7% kc cf <yu fo falcate yet kit diot/icr to come

to 'Wwickettei dow at faotti&lc, omcC titf to yet kim e{£ 

to ye komc, i^ ever aMc to travel. —-r% it a yood deal 

alarmed in view o£ tke ^utare dkould ke not recover, oayt 

kc kat &een a &ad &oy, etc.. (jcelt kimtety a dinner, Out 

kofaet and farayt frvi faandon—*7 tincenely kofae ke may toon 

&e better,, to at to &e aUe to yet to kit faendt.

Skould tkit reack you, faleate unite immediately cefaon 

itt receifat and you tkink farofaer, direct to my care, 

tkut, "TKitt Sadie Vanned, Tdincketten. 'Va" and ^ coill 

take fadeatune in yettiny it ^orcoard to kim, immediately

^etfaect^ully your dtranyer

friend, S. Vanned

The Daily Confederate, Vol. 1, No. 54, dated Ra

leigh, N.C., April 2, 1864, recorded the following about 

Joshua Vick during the battle of Cedar Run, on Aug. 9, 
1862: "

”... It was necessary to detail a color guard to replace 

the one that had been nearly destroyed around Rich

mond. Some of those detailed, remembering the melan

choly but glorious fate of those who carried the colors at 

Richmond ... showed a great indisposition to take so 

dangerous a post of honor—when Sergeant Joshua W. 

Vick, Co. E. of Nash county volunteered to the Col. of 

the regiment for that service, and his example was 

quickly followed by others until a sufficient number was 

raised.”

Joshua Vick fought under f,StonewallTf Jackson, 

whose soldiers idolized him. One of Captain Vick's cher

ished memories was of General Jackson stopping by his 

tent in the Shenandoah Valley when he was wounded 

to ask how he was getting on. Captain Vick told his chil

dren of how, under Jackson, the confederates once 

marched all night to make a surprise attack, routed the 

Union soldiers at breakfast—and drank the Yankee’s 

coffee!

After the War

Captain Joshua W. Vick was a young man of twenty- 

two when he returned from the war. An ex-slave who 

saw him come home told the story many years later to 

Dr. George D. Vick, one of Captain Vick's children. 

Captain Vick was barefooted. He had on no shirt at all. 

His uniform hung on him in rags. He was hungry, and 

almost naked. Those were the only clothes he had. He 

went to bed while his aunt boiled the clothes and washed 

them; then he put them on again.

Shortly after the war, Joshua went courting at Park

ers Heights Plantation on the Little River in Johnston 

Co., NC. He would drive up through the oak grove in 

the first top buggy ever seen on the place, and the object 

of his attentions was Miss Rozetta Richardson, the 

younger daughter of Lunsford and Laurinda Vinson 

Richardson. His suit was successful and the first mar

riage at Parkers Heights after the war was when Rozetta 

Richardson married Dr. Joshua W. Vick on Dec. 18, 

1872.

Joshua studied medicine under Dr. Pair near Earps- 

boro, Johnston Co., NC after the war and earned his 

M.D. degree from Washington University in Balti

more. He settled in Selma in Johnston Co. where he 

practiced medicine and was a partner in a drugstore. Later 

he was a member of the State Democratic committee; 

Gov. Vance appointed him a member of the Hospital for 

Colored Insane; and he was a member of the State Legis

lature from Johnston Co.

Dr. Joshua W. Vick died Dec. 27, 1900. His wife, 

Rozetta Richardson Vick, survived him by 23 years. They 

had three children, Eudora Laurinda, George Davis, 

and Edward Warren.

[Information for this article was furnished by Durant Vick, 

grandson of George Davis Vick.]

IT CURED HIM.

When I was a boy about nine, a

servant of my father’s put a pipe 

into mv mouth, assuring me that to smoke would make a
j 7 o

man of me. I puffed away most vigorously and perse

vered till I became sick and fell in the floor. 1 have never 

smoked since. In much the same wav I was cured of hero 

worship. When I was a college youth I ventured one day 

to call on a man of some eminence to whom I had been 

introduced. He received me with smiles and compli

ments, and as I left his presence, I was ready to proclaim 

him the most gentlemanly man I had ever met with; but 

after I went out I lingered at the door a moment to de

termine whether I should call on another great man who 

lived near, and overheard the polite gentleman I had left 

call his servant to administer to him the most terrible 

scolding I had ever listened to in my life for letting in 

that stupid, impudent stripling. This cured me of hero 

worship and of interviewing great men. Since that date I 

have at times gone to a distinguished man’s house with 

letters of introduction, and turned at the door for fear of 

what might come.

[Franklin Times. Louisburg, NC, 7/22/1881]
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LOCAL STORE HAS 

COMPLETED ANNEX

Hilliardston Residence

FOR SALE

H
AVING an interest in settling in the West, I 

have determined on removing with my family, 

which is a large one, to the State of Tennes

see, on or before the 1st day of November next. I now 

positively offer my residence at Hilliardston for sale, 

with the land attached.

Containing seven hundred and 

fifty-four fleres.

Of good free com and cotton land, lying on Swift 

Creek, ten miles North of Nashville, in Nash county, 

on the main road from Louisburg and the Raleigh and 

Gaston Rail Road to Enfield, in Halifax county, 

where it intersects with the Wilmington, Halifax, Wel

don, Petersburg and Portsmouth or Norfolk rail 

roads, being 18 miles from the depot at Enfield. This 

residence is so well known, that it is deemed unneces

sary’ to say much about it; but as there are many who 

have not seen or heard of the advantages it affords, I 

will say that the situation is a most desirable one for any 

family not so large as my own, and particularly as

f] sammcr residence.

It is situated a little above the dividing line between the 

upper and lower county in a most healthy region, with a 

large and convenient Dwelling House, with all other out

houses of the best kind, and there is a first rate well of 

excellent water in the yard, also good springs on the 

premises. Among the buildings are attached, a good and 

spacious Store House, a large Gin and Cotton House, 

and bacon houses in good order, in which I have done a 

successful business for many years, and which holds out 

at this time the strongest inducements for an active man 

of business.

Hilliardston forms almost a village with as good 

society as is to be found in the State. There is also a pri

vate female school house within three hundred yards of 

said residence, which affords every advantage desirable 

by the wealthy and most scrupulous. For terms, &c. ap

ply to the subscriber.

WM. BURT

Hilliardston, Nash county,

Sept. 13, 1838

[Tarboro Press, 9/15/1838. Contributed by Pam Edmondson,

TRC member.

Undertaking Department of Bulluck 

Furniture Co. In New Quarters

w,

ith the completion of the new annex which 

faces on Western Avenue, the undertaking parlors of the 

Bulluck Furniture Company, in charge of Mr. B.F. Win

stead, have been moved from the second floor of the 

building occupied by H.E. Brewer and Company into 

the ground floor of the building which the local furniture 

concern has just erected as a part of the intensive im

provements which it has been making within the last few 

months.

The entire first floor of the new annex, which has its 

main entrance on Western Avenue, has been given over 

to the undertaking department. These new quarters con

tain an embalming room, a large stock room and two at

tractively decorated parlors which may be thrown 

together by means of folding doors and used as a chapel 

when occasion demands. The former quarters of this de

partment have been taken over by the H. E. Brewer and 

Company in order to accommodate their enlarged stock 

and increasing volume of business.

With the removal of the undertaking parlors into this 

new annex and the erection of a new electric passenger 

elevator the extensive improvements which the local fur

niture firm started several months ago are now com

pleted and the big show rooms of the company placed 

among the foremost f the state's largest and most attrac

tive furniture houses.

Note: Bulluck Furniture Co. was first located on Tarboro 

and Washington Streets. It is still in business on Church 

Street, although there is no longer an undertaking business.

[The Evening Telegram, Jan. 28, 1920]

i cl good liome liK p.eL 

y re ktA MomeltWjE'TULe. .jtp-

t’difeiunuL-

NlCC FURMITl/R

Dece/nBCR 1910 
OL'nMtiVfiilWlnSat 

/ d 3X c G 7 <r 7 /o „„// 12 /.3 I'/ tr //, ?7 ££
/s /? ro 2f 22 ?:2V d ** 
zszezmarbost

Furniture and / ndr.riakina

nt’i. uoMct-ovel:-
jud-l ask mbs. honuCovch 

ij -Shr rtouMidt \aifui Haw 
&ont& niee ^ainUu\( jod fab 
HvtM-c than anytninp (Cm you 
ean-yiw fab job a efaUtttuzi 
p-bCMnl. I fa jumiCy
ean c tv joy tkat too.

and you van <fd good 
Utinys jo) lfa (lotu-c jhotie

BULLUCK. PHILIPS & CO.,
Rocky Mount, N. C

^ .IS.7



The Connector

VapoRub, Cont. From Page 10

New Ideas

Smith Richardson was an aggressive salesman and 

an innovative advertising manager. He traveled all 

over North Carolina, and then the southeast, from

Monday* December 9,1918.

it

The Influenza Germs Attack the Lining of the 

Air Passages. When VapoRub is Applied 

Over Throat and Chest the Medicated Va

pors Loosen the Phlegm, Open the Air Pas

sages and Stimulate the Mucous 'Membrane 

to Throw Off the Germs.

In Addition, VapoRub as Ab
sorbed -Through and Stimu
late* the Skin, Attr&eflnf the 
Blood to the Surface and 
Thus Aids in Reducing the 
Congest tan Within*

CALL A PHTSIClA N—GO TO 
BED—STAY QUIET— 

DON’T WORRY

Tfcfic H 0oca5-i'3it Ur r«rJf—Infla- 
nmt-Ji TH wdH 1I»« * IV Tt Imw 'Pvtr+tdb

itroa^ *lsy 8a bM Imtr iSp-t*
accoidlrjc to Lhr ef the Rtlaek.

EXTERNAL APPLICATIONS- 
In order 1* rtlmulnKs the* 111;Itir of 

the air paasufei to ahrow oft tk* ?tHp 
ivCTtnu, to b!£3 In loowcnln^ Iho Phlegm 

i flM Keeplag the ulr passages Open, 
them makliuT th« breathing 
Vick/1* VapoRub wlJ3 tettWd 
Ive, Hot. wi't towels Hhouhl h« applied 
over the throat. bsek bo

th® thinstd.cr blatter to op*a the
pore*, Tbea Vapoltwb rab-
t^d to oror the parte U-tslll skin H 
rctS. spread «ot Usic^ty and covereil

drugstore to drugstore, and country store to country 

store, selling VapoRub. First he and the sales force 

traveled by horse and buggy, and then by Model T 

Ford. For his efforts. Smith Richardson was made a 

partner in 1911. His prescription for a healthy com

pany was to focus its efforts on selling the product that 

brought in the most money, Vicks Croup and Pneumo

nia Salve. By 1911, the other remedies had been 

dropped, and the company had changed its name to 

Vick Chemical Company and its product’s name to the 

catchy Vicks VapoRub.

Advertising Innovations 

The company's advertising strategies were revolu

tionary. Vick Chemical Company was one of the first 

businesses to use such techniques as road signs, store 

displays, street car advertising, "mark out" slogans, 

and free samples. When the company began expanding 

its territory north and west, it was one of the first com

panies to take advantage of Rural Free Delivery, by 

sending samples through the mail.

Early Vicks Products 

My brother, Charles Vick, from Richmond 

dropped me a note concerning a copy of a L. Richard

son Drug Company letter from Dec 1901. It listed the 

Vick products as follows: Vick's Yellow Pine-Cough 

Syrup, Vick's Carolina Dead Shot Venuifuge, Kaduk 

Headache Powders, Vick's Little Liver Pills,Vick's 

Electric Plot Drops, Vick's Tar Heel Sarsaparilla, Vick's 

Croup Salve, Vick's Aromatic Wine Cod Liver Oil with 

Malt Wild Cherry and Hypophosphates, Vick's Turtle 

Oil Liniment, and Vick's Perfected and Tasteless Pure 

Castor Oil.

Page13

The original idea for this story came from Ann Douglas 

and Pam Edmondson. Durant G. Vick, great grandson of 

Joshua Vick, provided most of the information, including ma

terial from the Richardson family book, Annals of an Ameri

can Family. Durant has offered to assist anyone researching 

the Vick family. Contact him by e-mail at durantvick@cox.net 

or write to 6276 Smokey Ridge Road, Roanoke, VA 24018. 

His telephone number is: 540-354-4444.

The Smithfield website http://www.smithfieldseima.com 

was also helpful in researching this topic.

Tar River Connections has donated the book Joseph Vick 

of Lower Parish, Isle of Wight County, Virginia to Braswell 

Memorial Library to assist in researching the Vick family.

Strange Accident

A strange accident happened at Mr. Solon

Southerland's mill last Saturday, by which Miss 

Kate White, daughter of our townsman, John 

White Esq. came near losing her life. The water-gate 

to the saw mill was raised, and held suspended by a 

prop underneath, and the young lady in leaning upon 

the top of the gate, jarred the Prop from underneath, 

and she was precipitated into the fore-bay, into water 

ten or twelve feet deep. The current drew her quickly 

to the lower aperture, where she had presence of 

mind enough to grasp a post of rail and calmly await 

assistance. Mr. Solon Southerland Jr. fortunately saw 

the catastrophe and hastened to rescue the young 

lady from her dangerous situation, which he did with 

great celerity and good judgment.

[Kate was probably the daughter of John White of War

ren County, listed in the 1870 census at Smith Creek. 

The incident probably happened about 1877-79.]

[Taken from a small scrapbook of newspaper clippings 

furnished by Hiram Perkinson, TRC member.]
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Aunt Maria

Historical Figure of the Early 1890s

A . .

XJLunt Maria” Simms is said to have lived to 

have been 110 years old. She lived in a one room log hut 

daubed with mud and a mud chimney. The hut was situ- 

a,ted in a large held about where the 600 block of West

ern Avenue, Rocky Mount, Nash Co., NC is now. 

There were probably half a dozen houses between 

Church Street and the River back then.

Aunt Maria used to sell fried chicken and big brown

Aunt Maria Simms enroute home in her ox drawn dump 

cart wagon. This picture was taken a short time before 

Aunt Maria died in front of Dr. Joe Whitehead's old home

on Franklin Street.

biscuits down at the depot, which was located at that time 

at the intersection of Marigold and South Main Streets. 

Passengers and railroad employees loved them when we 

had such trains as No. 23 and 28. And woe unto anybody 

who asked Aunt Maria if she wanted to buy cabbage. As 

you can see from the picture, she was about as big around 

as she was tall and always carried a hickory stick. If you 

were in reach of that stick and said “cabbage,” she would 

frail you as hard as she could. Of course, no one ever got 

mad—Aunt Maria was so old—everybody took it in fun.
* j

After she left the depot Aunt Maria would always 

waddle up Main St. to Mr. Hammond's Grocery Store, 

which was the center of activity in Rocky Mount then. 

Someone would give her a chair out on the edge of the 

sidewalk and she would peddle what chicken she had left; 

or if she got in a few good licks on some of the boys, that 

was a show and she would get a few tips from the crowd.

There was always a crowd around her—much like the days 

when the monkey man came around. It was the delight of 

young men like Mr. Henry Cuthrell, Mr. J. C. Braswell, 

and John Arrington to get some rookie traveling salesman 

to ask Aunt Maria if she had any cabbage. Boy! How she 

would go after him with that stick. Sometimes she would 

miss him, but he had to be mighty nimble to avoid it.

I was a lad about ten years old then. Aunt Maria, I am 

sure, was between eighty* and ninety. She must have had a 

wonderful constitution, for never have I heard of her be

ing sick and she always lived by herself after Ned, her 

oldest son, died. Ned was a half-wit. At the time I re

member him he must have been seventy7. He would carry 

her basket to the depot and then strike a dog trot back 

home, hat in hand, always looking back, expecting a dog 

to attack him. Some of the boys who played pranks on 

Ned will have a hard time getting by Saint Peter. Dallas 

Simms, her younger son, worked for Thorpe & Ricks 

Tobacco Co. for years and years and he was held in high 

esteem by the people of Rocky Mount.

["Yesteryear Around Here,” Rodzy Mount Evening 

Telegram, 10/21/1942. The writer is unknown.]
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Local News from Greenville

—Mr. Mark Cherry, of Bethel [Pitt Co., NC],

las been in town this week.

—Mrs. J.S. Wooten is visiting her mother in Greene 

:ounty.

—Mr. C.W. Priddy now of Baltimore was in town 

ast week.

—Mr. A.H. Taft has taken a position in the Plym

outh [Washington Co., NC] store.

—Mr. G.M. Tucker returned from his western trip 

ast week.

— Mr. C.T. Munford made a business trip to Tar- 

ooro Monday.

—Miss Jennie Williams opened her school at Pac- 

olus |Pitt Co.] Monday.

—Mr. Geo. R. Leroy, State agent for the Wheeler 

md Wilson Co., is in town.

—The John Flanagan Buggy Co. now occupies the 

Yilliamson carriage shops.

—Miss Annie Biggs, of Scotland Neck, [Halifax 

o., NC] visited Miss Florence Williams this week.

—Mr. Geo. Dixon, who was clerking for Proctor 

3ros. at Grimesland |Pitt Cojdied Tuesday night of ty

phoid fever.

[King's Weekly, Greenville, N.C., Jan. 11. 1895]
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It’s a Problem of 

Weights in Oxford

F. R. Knott Accused 

in Series of Complaints

weights are correct and it was their 

mistake, as the following certificates 

will undoubtedly prove.

H.H. Burwell, Jr. 

of Burwell Bros & Co., 

Carolina Warehouse. 

Henderson, N.C., March 1, 1884.
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TO THE PUBLIC

H

.aving published a card in 

the Henderson GOLD LEAF and

Oxford Torchlight, to which 

card one F.R. Knott has attempted 

to reply 1 deem it necessary for a 

proper understanding of the issues 

involved to appear again in print. In 

the card referred to, I claimed F.R. 

Knott, 1st, with slandering my 

house by charging us with false 

weight; 2nd, that said Knott has 

been busying himself trying to slan

der my house; 3rd, that said 

Knott, after confessing the incor

rectness of his weights to give a 

certificate to that effect, afterward 

stultified himself by declining to 

comply with his promise; 4th, that 

said Knott by his conduct has 

proven himself insensible to the 

obligations of truth and honor;

5th, and lastly, that said Knott had 

been charged to his face, in the city 

of Richmond, [VAjwith stealing, 

and did not resent it, to which said 

Knott replies. 1st, that the separate 

piles of Mr. Brown’s tobacco 

gained differently. To the second B 

charge, he says he never said any

thing about it, "but of course we had 

no control over anything Mr. J.W. 

Brown might say or do.” To the 

third charge, he denies ever having 

stated to Mr. J.S. Burwell that his 

(Knott’s) weights were wrong or else

they were __________  . __________ also

claims that_______weights were incor

rect on that day, the weights of an

other warehouse in Oxford 

[Granville Co., NC] were also in

correct, stating weights of Mr. Bowl

ing’s tobacco at the Johnson house

as proof. Not wishing to wrong a 

public at whose hands I have re

ceived so much confidence and sup

port, by too venomous an article, and 

being unwilling to descend to a low 

mode of warfare, I simply offer the 

following certificates from parties

above suspicion, leaving it to a fair ----------------

and impartial public to judge whether OXFORD, N. C. March 1, 1884.

my card was justifiable, and whether MESSRS. BURWELL BROS. & Co.,

or not my charges against said F.R. Henderson, N.C.

Knott are not more than justified^ and if Gents—1 have to say in an

I may be pardoned for thus trespass- swer to your inquiry regarding my 

ing upon the patience of my friends settlement with F.R. Knott for to-

and the public, I wash my hands of bacco bought at his warehouse on the

Mr. F.R. Knott. 14th February and which was discov

ered to be _________ about 7 or 8

pounds per lot; that I refused to pay 

his bill until he should deduct the 

amount 1 claimed as it was not mv
j

purpose to pay for tobacco I did not 

get. And to this he consented and 

y sent his agent to effect a settlement 

which was made and to mv entire
j

satisfaction. This all took place be

fore the 18th on which day vour Mr. 

J.S. Burwell came to our town, and, 

as 1 learned from him then, to inves

tigate a difference in the weights of

„ , . . r some tobacco which had been sold
By 1880, Henderson was comprised of a t<) hous£ and aftcrwards resold

block of brick buildings, five tobacco 

factories, three warehouses, three cot 

ton gins, approximately 20 mercantile 

stores and two newspapers. 

www.ci.henderson.nc.us/History.asp

The said Knott after he had told 

my brother the mistake was his 

(Knott’s) and not ours, and that he 

had cautioned his drummers not to 

use it to the detriment of our house, 

afterward states, in substance in the 

presence of Mr. E. M. Walker of 

Person countyjNC], that we had

with F.R. Knott & Co., and reported 

as having gained 61 pounds in 

weight; before which time I had no 

knowledge of your course of com

plaint. I will add further that on the 

14th of February at the Johnston 

warehouse in Oxford, N.C., I 

bought amongst others, four lots of 

tobacco... in all, 1046 pounds. ... I 

prized all of the tobacco in said 4 lots 

in one hogshead and the hogshead 

when weighed on my scales (which I 

know to be correct) weighed only 948 

pounds showing a loss on the 4 lots, 

as compared with said warehouse 

weights, of 98 pounds, and it wasweighed tobacco short, and A? had 

caught us. As to the reported gain of prized in less than twenty hours after 

weight in the W. H. Bowling to- it was purchased. I there- 

bacco sold at the Johnson warehouse,
1 have simply this to say, that our WEIGHTS, CONT. ON P. 16
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Weights, Cont. From P. 15

upon complained to Messrs. A. 

Hobgood & Co., proprietors of the 

Johnson warehouse, of the shortness 

in weight of said 4 lots of tobacco, 

and requested them to come to my 

prize house and see said hogshead 

weighed. They replied that they were 

willing to rely on my representation 

about the matter, and satisfactorily 

adjusted the claim for shortage of 

weights with me. My relations with 

Messrs. A. Hobgood & Co., are as

A. R. Burwell

Oxford, N.C, Feb. 29, 1884

This is to certify that Dr. J.S. 

Meadows of the firm of A. Hob

good & Co, said in my presence that 

he believed every word in Mr. T.N. 

Burwell’s card in reference to what 

he says of our (Johnson) warehouse 

to be true.

W. B. Boyd

Henderson, N.C, March 1, 1884

T- ex ZD.

x,xso^h.„:i ■gnxxB'B oif* 1

COOPER’S WAREHOUSE,

jnc 2D je: xzmoisr * tc* o.

Tiie Largs;! & Besl Arranges Warete io Nor!]; Mia MfiragMotm

All Ifm U * of IVitev.-r** fsiM frrr %'u I { HaffkMt Vfdwi?. strict pvm u» W. igh-
lww:»»rp3 .“■elllwrr I*ro!t>p2 iit. each rak* filter in Currwui > or
Chcvik*. «>• luaj- liciistr. Ampte CnMip !/vt>aurS SimmSii for ir»i- ptiSUN?<NW raf BT-oclt. twr

for Vinm KUwf* I* Ur^r arvi* KrunrWAilMft at rtill l“rki‘a
HOu 1 r*miv \*n rioam Ohw^f. sail Hujvi**, C*rrti#t« and ttatfoni

alw.iy*on Unr*>! at Ik»5.t«un FrvJttiL

or trucks were out of order on the 14th 

day of February which accounted for
✓ s

the gain of 64 pounds in the tobacco 

of j.W. Brown sold on his floor that 

day over our weights for the same to

bacco. I have simply to say that Mr. 

Knott did, on the evening of the 18/h Febru

ary, promise to do so .... And further I 

will say that when I called upon Mr. 

John Meadows who I understood 

had bought tobacco on his floor that 

day (the 14th) and asked did his to

bacco lose any in weight from Knott’s 

weights, he stated to me that it did, but 

said that as he had only bought two or 

three lots the amount was so small he 

had never made claim for it, and when 

I stated that it might be necessary to 

ask that he give a card to that effect, 

he said he would be unwilling to do 

so, but that wTe could refer So him. It is 

published in Knott’s card that Mr. 

Meadows states he forbid the use of 

his name.

friendly as can be, and I do not mean

to intimate that there__________ on

their part, as I buy on their floor 

two-thirds of all the tobacco I buy, 

and expect to continue to do so. The 

facts alone stated as to weights of 

said 4 lots of tobacco and the loss of 

weight with same are fully shown by 

my books. It gives me pleasure to be 

able to make this statement in justifi

cation of yourself not withstanding 

the fact, that I am your first cousin, 

as stated by Knott in his windy epis

tle to the public of recent date, I feel 

that I am able to do what Mr. Knott 

has not done, tell the truth.

Yours truly,

T.N. Burwell.

1 do hereby testify that the 

tobacco bought at the Meadows 

warehouse, F.R. Knott <3c Co, pro

prietors, on the 14th of February 

1884 by T.N. Burwell, fell short in 

weight from 7 to 8 pounds to the 

log.

Richmond, Va., Feb. 28,1884

This is to certify that in October 
«/

1881 we sold to a Richmond manu

facturer one tierce [cask] of bright 

tobacco marked K&K, No. 61, 

which was supplied to us by F.R. 

Knott of Oxford, N.C. and sold at 

$60. Said tierce of tobacco, upon 

being opened by the purchaser 

proved to be badly nested, and in our 

presence the purchaser told F.R. 

Knott that the prizer of said tierce of 

tobacco was a thief and would 

steal—and he did not resent the ac

cusation, replying that he was not in 

his prizery around when the tierce in 

question was prized. ...

J.M. Conrad & Son,

By P.T. Conrad
*

TO THE PUBLIC

In a recent communication sub

mitted to the public and signed F.R. 

Knott, it is stated that he, (Knott) 

never promised to give me a written 

statement to the effect that his scales

J.S. Burwell

Henderson, N.C, Feb. 29, 1881 

[Henderson Goldleaf 3/6/1884]

AD VJSR TISEMENTS,

mo. D. ODOM,

—PROPRIETOR—

BATTLEBORO LIVERY STABLES,

My Stables arc no-w open, ami P sjpi 
prepared to carry parties to any part cf 
Nash ami Edgecombe Counties, at popular 
prices, Those in need of a £oml turnout 
can by accomodated by calling on me at 
this place. . '

J. D. ODOM,

Battleboro, N. C.

[Battlehoro Headlight, 4/22/1887]



The Connector

Christmas 100 

Years Ago

Nashville, N.C.

December 23,1971

Dear Family:

.. .1 am going back to my recol

lections of life and Christmas as I 

recall it of about 70 to 75 years ago.

We lived at the old Billy Lou 

Arrington place. The house had 

been built sometime before the Civil 

War. It was located in Franklin 

County, NC, but the land extended 

a bit into Nash County. Mr. Ar

rington, a plantation owner and slave 

holder, had gone heavily into debt in 

hiring a substitute in his place in the 

Confederate army during the Civil 

War, which resulted in his losing the 

place. My grandfather bought it and 

moved there in 1880. 1 knew Mr. 

Arrington later. He was from a well 

known Nash County family and had 

a reputation around Castalia [Nash 

Coj of being a pretty good fiddler. 

One of his granddaughters, Miss Sal- 

lie Braswell, taught all of my chil

dren in school, 1 think.

The main part of the house was 

two stories but second story was not 

full height and the two upstairs 

rooms had no means of heat. Down

stairs there was a big fireplace for 

heat. Back of each room was a 

smaller room, one story, and without 

means for heat. The basement, which 

was under one of the large rooms 

only, had never been fully finished 

and served as a plunder room.

Ma, as we called my grandmoth

er, and Grampap, lived on one side 

of the hall, Papa and Mama and their 

children on the other. The kitchen 

was a separate building about 30 feet 

from the residence. The first floor, a 

large room, was for cooking and din

ing. When I can first remember, the 

cooking was done mainly on a Home 

Comfort cooking range in a corner

near the big fireplace. Mama did 

most of the cooking, but Ma had 

fireplace cooking utensils and some

times used them, mosdy for cooking 

corn bread. If the bread was cooked 

in the spider it was called corn bread, 

if cooked in the ashes and coals it 

was called ash cake. The spider might 

be called a frying pan with three legs 

on it and a cover. Ash cake dough 

was made from meal and water, like 

that for oven or spider, each pone 

put down on a collard leaf and cov

ered with another collard leaf. This 

was put down in hot ashes and ashes 

and coals piled on top.

There was a stairway in the cor

ner of the kitchen that led to a large 

upstairs room where the Negro farm 

hands slept. They ate at the dining 

table downstairs after the family had 

finished eating. Another corner held 

Ma’s loom, in the other corner she 

kept her spinning wheel for spinning 

cotton thread and cards for carding 

the cotton into batts before spinning. 

Ma taught me things usually taught 

to girls, carding, spinning and sewing 

cloth scraps together to make bed 

quilt squares. I tried a year or two 

ago and found I could still spin and I 

can patch my own clothes. I never

learned to weave. Ma’s weaving was 

mostly bed sheets or blue cloth 

(something like blue jeans) used in 

making pants for men.

At Christmas Ebb, my brother, 

and I each hung up two stockings, one 

on the mantle over Ma’s fireplace, one 

over Mama’s fireplace. Santa filled 

both. Ebb and 1 slept together in a bed 

in the room joining Mama’s room. It 

was very hard for us to go to sleep 

Christmas Eve night. First time we 

woke we called out for permission to 

get up and see what Santa had 

brought; we were usually allowed to 

get up when the first rooster crowed 

and after Papa had gotten up and 

made a fire in the fireplace, which was 

about 4 to 5 A.M.

Our stockings were filled with one 

or two apples, an orange, mixed nuts, 

candy, one or two presents and pop- 

crackers with a Roman candle sticking 

out the top. At an early age Santa 

brought Ebb and me a small trunk 

each, which thereafter until college age 

we used to store our presents and 

other childhood treasures. As soon as 

we could get dressed we had to go 

outside and shoot the firecrackers. It 

was long before light, we carried a 

shovel of coals out to light the fire

cracker fuses. Neighbors on both sides 

were usually shooting firecrackers too 

at the same time and occasionally they 

would shoot a ’’baby waker” or light 

up the sky shooting roman candles. 1 

think the firecrackers produced our 

greatest thrills.

My father owned no firearms. 

Grampap had a muzzle loading, dou

ble barrel shotgun and a five shot re

volver pistol. About the time it got 

fairly light outside Grampap went out 

to the front porch and shot a round 

with his revolver.

... There was no Christmas music.

1 was well up in the teens before I re

member having heard a Christmas car

ol. First musical instruments I

Christmas, Cont. On P. 18
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Braswell

Memorial

Library

Acquisitions

1 Jones County, NC Cemeteries: Pol- 

locksville Township and White 

Oak Township by Laura Spence, 

et. al.

2 South Carolina Marriages, 1800

1820 bv Brent Holcomb
J

3 South Carolina Marriages, 1688

1799 by Brent Holcomb

4 Supplement to South Carolina 

Marriages, 1688-1820 by Brent 

Holcomb

5 Marriage Bonds of Duplin County, 

NC, 1749-1868 by Cora Bass

6 Unlocking Your Genetic History: 

A Step-by-Step Guide to Discover

ing Your Family’s Medical and 

Genetic Heritage by Thomas

S hawker

7 North Carolina Slaves and Free 

Persons of Color: Pasquotank 

County by William Byrd 111

8 Marriages of Rutherford County, 

NC 1779-1868 bv Brent Hoi-
J

comb

9 Abstracts of Wills, Orange County, 

NC, 1752-1850 by Ruth 

Shields

10 Tracing A ncestors A mong the Five 

Civilised Tribes: Southeastern Indi

ans Prior toRemoval by Rachal 

Lennon

/1 Abstracts of the Wills and Admin

istrations of Accomack County,

1 A, 1800-1860 by Barry Miles 

(2 volumes)

12 German American Names bv
J

George Jones

13 Roll of Honor: Tyrrell County's 

Blue and Gray: A Roster and His

tones of Units in Which Tyrrell 

County Men Served in the Civil 

War by Robert McClees

14 Passengers IP'ho Arrived in the 

United States, September 1821- 

December 1823 by The State De

partment

15 North Carolina Slaves and Free 

Persons of Color: Perquimans 

County by William Byrd III

/ 6 The Hollander, 1924: Published by 

the Senior Class of the Battlehoro 

High School (yearbook; photo

copy)

17 The Blood Royal of Britain: Tudor 

Roll by The Marquis of Ruvi- 

gny and Raineval

18 The Plantagenet Ancestry by W.H. 

Turton

19 Free African Americans of North 

Carolina, Virginia, and South Car

olina, 5th Edition by Paul Hei-

negg

20 My Time of Teaching in Nash 

County by Vera Mann

21 In Full Force and Virtue: North 

Carolina Emancipation Records, 

1713-1860 by William Byrd III

22 The Plantagenet Roll of the Blood 

Royal: The Clarence Volume by 

The Marquis of Ruvigny and 

Raineval

23 Armorial General by J.B. Riet- 

stap (in French)

24 The Heritage of Tyrrell County,

NC bv Gwen White
J

25 History and Genealogy of William 

Augustus Perry, Sr. by William 

Augustus Perry Sr.

26 Free in a Slave Society: The 

Hucas/ Locas Family of I Irginia 

and North Carolina, Triracial, 

Black Identified, Over 250 Years 

of History by Europe Ahmad 

Farmer

Chiustmas, Cont. From 1

remember were harmonica and jews 

harp. One of the neighbors had an old 

piano and there was a small reed organ 

at church. My father made himself a 

banjo and learned to play it. None of 

us had ever heard of a phonograph 

and radio had not been invented. We 

didn't even have a song book.

Page 18

When Lucille, the third child, came 

along Papa added a bedroom and a 

kitchen and dining room to the house. 

When I was about eleven years old 

Papa built a new house with five bed

rooms, a company dining room, a par

lor and attached the everyday dining 

room and kitchen to it. Ma’s and 

Grampap's room had a fireplace; the 

other rooms were heated by wood 

burning stoves. The other downstairs 

bedroom was Mama’s and Papa’s. Up

stairs there was a bedroom for boys 

and another for girls and the third was 

known as Aunt Lucy's room.
J

• • •

With love,

Ann & Linwood

This letter was from Linwood Inscoe. His 

Papa was Joseph T. Inscoe, and his 

Grampap was William Joseph Inscoe, 

the brother of Sallie Inscoe. William Ins

coe married Nancy Andrews in VA. Sal- 

lie Inscoe married George Washington 

Radford.

[Contributed by TRC member Joyce Griffin 

Roberson, great grand-daughter of Sallie Ins

coe Radford.]
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LETTER 

FROM NASH.

A List of the Superannuated & Invalids of the 

Regiment belonging to Beaufort County

Page 19

Castalia, N.C., July 19,1881.

Editor Times:—The crops in this 

section, with the exception of the hail 

district, are in good condition and 

never looked more flattering and prom

ising than now. The wheat crop is very 

poor. Mr. J.H. Collins who has been 

threshing in this county for some time 

says there was not more than one 

fourth of a crop, compared with that of 

last year.

Mr. V.R. Batchelor of Nashville

who had his boiler blown up last spring 

is again making preparations to have 

his mills driven by two large boilers and 

is about ready for operations to begin.

Miss Bettie Wells, who has been 

attending school in Greensboro, and 

Miss M. Bone, two of Nashville's most 

attractive little beauties, returned from 

a visit to Rev. R.D. Harper, on Mon

day last; also the misses Alford, of Ra

leigh, are on a visit to relatives at 

Cedar Rock [Franklin Co., NC].

This community was greatly 

shocked to hear of the cowardly and 

wicked assault on President Garfield in 

a time of quiet peace, and hope he will 

soon recover.
A portion of Mannings 

[Township] has been added to this, 

Castalia Township. Glad of it; give us 

another chunk.

As I write, people are gathering in 

town to hear the question pro and con 

on prohibition. J.J. Sharp, C.E. Sears 

and J.E. O'Hara are expected to de

liver addresses.

Miss Mattie Taylor of this place is 

on a visit to relatives in Wilson.

Plain Tom

\Franklin Times, 7/22/1881]

Superannuated

Thos. Condon 

John Hammond 

Benj. Wood 

Jesam Veal or Neal 

Wm. Macabe 

John Sanderlin 

Jams. Clifford 

John Putnell 

Nath. Archbell 

Arth. White 

John Barrow 

Walter Jones 

John Walters 

And. McDonough 

Rich. Oden 

Thos. Boyd 

Edwd. VanDannie 

Dan. Labrook 

John Woodward 

Jams. Adams 

Thos. Bonner 

Ch. Rawford 

Robt. Tripp 

Wm. Tripp 

Wm. Daw 

John Hably 

Wm. Moore 

Jacob Herrington 

Ja. Smith 

Sami. Coipus 

Sami. Dunbar 

Tho. Simman 

Abm. Cox 

James Edwards 

Nat Keil 

Isua Roe 

Sami. Wittin (?)

Th. Blango 

Jas. Conner 

Geo. Mixon 

N. Gerganus 

J. Purser 

R. Flanagan 

Tho. Vogt 

Sim Withers 

Jams. Hudson

John Bennett 

Tho. Campen 

Wm. Peyton 

John Wallis 

John Harison 

Tho. Rispes 

John Liegh 

Robt. Rowland 

John Rose 

Ben. Barnard 

Peter Elliott 

Tho. Crofton 

Jam. Campbell 

Wm. Jones 

John Bright 

Ben Hawkins 

John Brock 

Abs. Wollan 

Mich Wollan 

Rd. Bayner 

John Baynor 

And. Crawford 

Jacob Alligood 

Fran Allegood 

Jam. Cooper 

John Lurton 

Sami. Lucas 

Jams. Bonner 

Tho. Simons 

Tho. Walker 

Wm. Singleton 

Jams. Pineron 

Jams. McKeal 

John Woollan 

Joseph Keith 

Peter Floyd 

John Bradly 

John Chester 

John Hawkins 

J. McKeel 

Francis Jones 

Abn. Brickhouse 

Rd. Curtis 

Jacob Harris 

David Jones 

Jams. Jones

M. Fulcher 

Jn. Hamilton 

Josiah Jones 

Th. Dowdy 

J. Wise 

Rob Campen 

Henry Everatt 

Chs. Smith 

Bur. Watson

Invalids

Ben Corden 

Jno. Mitchell 

J. Alderson 

Jno. Hamilton 

Aron Hendly 

Jos. Gerganus 

Ja. Smith 

Wm. Fullerton 

Geo. Hall 

Aid. Ellison 

Benj. McMahon 

Jno. Archbell 

Jn.Jones 

Geo Tanakard 

Wm. Tripp 

Ab. Newell 

Thos. Campbell 

Rd. Flanagen 

Eli. Flanagen 

Nath. Blunt 

Red. Blunt 

Jeb Jones 

Hill. Blby

Wm. Brown, Col

Col. Brown's Regiment, 

Beaufort County, cl765

[Abstracted from the 

Original at the NC Ar

chives by Joel S. Rus

sell. Conributed by Julia 

Condit, TRC member.]



The Connector

NASHVILLE BOY WRITES 

OF WW I TRAINING.

From Training camp At Chicamauga Park, Tenn.

Dear Mr. Lincke:

Thinking that perhaps you might be interested in the 

work of the Officers Training Camp, I shall briefly give 

you a sketch of our work.

The location is an ideal one, in that it is contiguous 

to the city of Chattanooga, Tenn. Its broad plains; 

towering peaks; innumerable forests and splendid roads 

wonderfully contribute toward its especial adaptability 

for the purpose of training. The company to which I 

belong does all of its drilling on the famous "Snodgrass 

Hill." This hill was the place which was so hotly con

tested during the Battle of Chicamauga, and, inciden

tally, it is the vantage point which General Thomas 

gained and for his success at this point he was later char

acterized as the "Rock of Chickamauga."

The sanitation of the camp is splendid. A one month 

camp was held here several years ago, but was resultant 

of many untimely deaths due to the sanitary methods 

then employed.

Our work is very strenuous and may be attested by a 

brief outline of a day's work. We rise at 5:15, AM, and 

take thirty minutes exercise. Breakfast is called at 6:00 

o'clock; we then report at the company street at 6:30 for 

police duty. This duty of course consists of removing all 

filth of whatever nature. At 7:00 we fall in for drill, 

which lasts until 11:30 AM. Close order drill, bayonet 

exercise and signaling constitute the work of this period. 

We have dinner at 12:00 M. At 1:30 we again fall in for 

drill, or possibly hike four or five miles with about forty- 

pounds. We have from 4:30 until 5:30 to make prepara

tion for supper and rest. At 7:00 PM, we go to our re

spective mess halls and study the assignments in the text 

until 9:00, or about three times a week we have a lecture 

at the amphitheater on some phase of military work. All 

are required to retire at 9:30 PM. The remaining hours 

are at our disposal, subject to the express regulation of 

sleeping.

Today about six hundred men are being transferred 

to other branches of the service: field artillery, court ar

tillery, aviation and cavalry. There will only be nine com

panies left or about 1600 men in training for infantry. 

Cantonments are being built on the park and I under

stand will eventually accommodate 40,000 troops of the 

regular army.

The Y.M.C.A. has erected a very commodious build

ing here for the benefit of the men. Various musical in

struments and a motion picture machine are furnished 

free. We have Saturday noon until Sunday evening 10:00 

at our disposal.

The people of Chattanooga are true types of southern 

hospitality, having thrown their homes open to men who 

desire to stay over-night.

Major General Wood was here some days ago and 

witnessed the drilling of the various companies and ex

pressed himself as being highly pleased with the one 

month training, and felt that the remaining two months 

would graduate men in position to competently handle 

the new conscript army.

Very truly, Archie D. Odom

[Nashville Graphic, 6/21/1917]
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THE TARBORO1

Clothing House.

~ > * __
• K. v.* 2?

NOTICE.

A well filled Store I chanced to view,

As Main Street I was passing through;

I called within and took a seat,

To view the stock of goods complete!

Men's Coats and Pants of Cloth most rare,

The Cravats and Stocks will make you stare;

All sorts of Collars, Neck Ties and Vest,

Of the latest fashion and the very best.

Boy's Clothing of various kinds and make,

That is not surpassed in any state,

The neatest fit—the style quite rare,

None can excel, and few compare.

All kinds of Shirts they have likewise.

That fill beholders with surprise; 

Handkerchiefs in a choice the best,

That will have proved to stand the test.

Gloves of silk, and Kid so nice,

All at a very moderate price;

Why will you roam the town around.

When the best goods with them are found?

At the Tarboro’ Clothing House.

A. FELDENHEIMER.

Tarboro’, Main St., May 8, 1857

[The Tarboro Southerner, 8/8/1857]


