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The Big Chief Comes To Town

The going was rough for die

Rocky Mount Railroaders baseball 

team during the early part of die 1909 

season. But they got better fast 

around die middle of July—soon af

ter Jim Thorpe joined the team!

"Before a holiday crowd of sixteen 

hundred enthusiastic fans, the 

[Wilson, NCj Tobacconists re

gained die lead yesterday by trimming 

the Railroaders in easy style. Big 

Chief Thorpe was driven from the 

mound in the very first inning,... . 

0*Gara relieved the Indian and 

pitched good ball, but his support 

was such that it would have been im

possible to win." [July 6, 1909)

"Railroaders Play Better But Lose" 

[July 13, 1909]

'"Rocky Mount at Last Breaks

Losing Streak" [July 14, 1909]

"The hoodoo has left us, and 

there is no reason why we should not 

climb from now on." ^Locky Mount Re

cord [July 

15, 1909] 

"In

scorching 

hot wea- 

dier—so 

hot in 

fact that 

two play

ers were 

forced to 

rest for a 

few mo

ments— 

die Rail

roaders

State Magazine, 4/18/53 ^

Tar River Rambler 

A Church is Born

Battles were brothers and all the 

foregoing persons were acquainted 

with each other and of families well

By Louise Fuller

Charter members of the First

Methodist Church, Rocky Mount,

NC—met in a historic meeting in 

1856 "near the Old Horse Ford" in 

a building below the Falls, "Mrs. 

Eliza Lindsey, age 28, the wife of 

John E. Lindsey, a wealthy farmer 

of Rocky Mount, Mrs. Mary E. 

Edwards, age 30, wife of William 

Edwards, local gunsmith; Marcus 

J. Battle, age 19, son of a prominent 

Edgecombe County farmer; and 

James P. Battle, age 17, a physician 

and planter of Edgecombe. The

See Rambler, Page 8

JIM THORPE

• • •

Indian athlete, star of 1912 

Olympics, made his professional 

baseball debut with Rocky Mount 

Railroaders, 1909. Ball park was 

300 yds. W.

US 301 Business North (N Church 

Street) in Rocky Mount, Nash County.

over the [Wilmington, NC] Sailors

again yesterday, making it two out of 

three for the series. ... The heat was 

so depressing at one time that Man

ager Walsh was threatened with a 

fainting spell and the game was 

delayed for a few moments for him 

to recover. Manager Smith, of Wil

mington, was completely overcome, 

the services of a physician being re

quired to revive him." [July 15, 1909] 

"'Thorpe, the opposing slabman 

[pitcher], pitched a good game, and 

should have shut the visitors out, had 

it not been for the errors on his 

teammates part. Lambert, who usu

ally plays a star game for the locals 

[Railroaders], made five of the six er

rors." [July 30, 1909]

Theses quotes from the Raleigh 

Evening Times set the stage for James 

Francis "Jim" Thorpe’s brief career

See Thorpe, Page 5

Pitt Co. Takes Early 

Stand for Liberty

j^/ew-London in Pitt county,

North-Carolina, Nov. 18 [1765]. We 

have certain accounts from New- 

bem, that die chief justice of the su

perior court absolutely refused to act 

in that office, unless they would allow 

him to act agreeable to the stamp-act; 

upon which the people far and near, 

to a very great number, and of all 

ranks, assembled at his house, en

tered the same, seized him in his bed, 

brought him out forthwith, and 

obliged him to declare upon oath, 

that he would do all that lay in his 

See Justice, Page 4
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1 .Members may submit three queries 

annually to the address below. A 

fee of $5.00 must accompany each 

query submitted by a non-member.

2. The query should be in the form of 

a typed or printed letter (easy on 

the eyes!) and should include a 

time frame and as much pertinent 

information as possible.

3. Queries should concern someone 

who has resided in the following 

counties: Person, Granville,

Vance, Franklin, Nash, 

Edgecombe, Pitt, Beaufort, or 

adjacent counties linked to the Tar 

River by streams and creeks.

4. Please include all that you know 

pertaining to the question you are 

asking.

Please include a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope.Don't expect a 

miracle!!
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1918—Spanish Flue Hits Rocky Mount

Board Takes Steps to Prevent Spread of Disease

^ Oct 5th 1918

r

L

There was a call (sic) meeting of the Board, 

held at 8 o'clock P.M. there being present Aldermen 

(W.D.) Joyner, (P.C.) Vestal, (R.R.) Gay, J.J.

Battle, Doul___ n (J.M. Donlan), (W.E.) Parrish

Mayor Thorne presiding.

The Mayor stated that the meeting had been 

called to take some steps to deal with the epidemic 

of Influenza. Dr. Large explained the situation to 

the Board and on Motion a Resolution was adopted that a committee 

consisting of the Mayor, Dr. H. Lee Large, R.R. Gay, Mrs. W.S. Wil

kinson, Mrs. W.E. Fenner and Miss Effie Vines, be appointed with full 

power and authority to provide ways and means and make all necessary 

expenditures of Money to deal with the epidemic of Spanish influenza 

now prevailing in the city.

The Board then adjourned.

The Board of Health of the City of Rocky Mount on October 8th, 

1918 in pursuance of the power & authority vested in it by the said city 

and the general law of the state and for the purpose of better protecting 

and safe guarding the health of the inhabitants of the said city, enacted the 

following regulations and ordinances:

That no person in the City of Rocky Mount who has or has had the 

disease known as influenza or Spanish influenza shall leave his or her 

premises during the time they have such disease or until six days after the 

fever thereof shall have left them nor shall any person except the members 

of the immediate family of such diseased person, or persons residing 

therein, go or enter into the dwelling house or place of residence of such 

diseased person, or on the premises thereof during such time except for 

the purpose of giving medical aid and attention, nursing or supplying 

things and articles of necessity to the diseased person or those residing or 

living on the premises. Any person violating this ordinance shall pay a 

penalty of Fifty Dollars.

A true copy T.T. Thorne

Mayor

[Contributed by Harriette Thorne Kent, TRC member]

MARRIED

JOYNER — BATTS— In Nash county on the 21st of January, 

1876, Mr John R. Joyner to Miss Mary L.F. Batts.

WILLIAMS — BRYAN — In Nash county on the 10th of February, 

1876, Mr. Henry C. Williams to Miss Ellen Bryan, daughter of the 

late Capt. John W. Bryan.

[The Rocky Mount Mail, 18 February, 1876]
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Nash County Arts Council

The Horse 

Graveyard 

Remembered

Told by William Randolph 

Deans of Red Oak

Back when I was a boy,

maybe 12 or 14 years old, my 

cousin, Buster Hicks, came out 

from Rocky Mount to live a 

while on the farm with our grand

pa. Buster was about 6 years old

er than I.

Late one afternoon, Buster and 

I walked to Red Oak. It turned 

dark while we were there, and we 

had to come home down a mighty 

dark, lonesome road.

That road passed the Horse 

Graveyard, and it was the only 

way to get to Grandpa's house 

from Red Oak. As we were com

ing up on the graveyard, Buster 

started talking a whole lot of 

trash about ghosts and haints and 

stuff. Now, I was too big to be 

scared by that sort of talk. At 

least, I tried to tell myself I was. 

But Buster was a talking fellow, 

and he could out-talk anybody. 

Pretty soon, I was some kind of 

scared, and that just inspired 

Buster to tell more about a head

less horse, carrying a headless rid

er, who swooped down on folks 

walking in the night. The horse 

and rider carried living people 

right straight to hell.

See Oral, Page 4
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Zhe Wicked Witch 

it Tbeab!

I had an old kinsman, fond of his gun and his dog, and also fond of his

dram. If he was a little too fond of his dram, it must be remembered that the 

best and most entirely honorable and upright men of a hundred years ago 

[early 1800s] drank intoxicating liquors habitually, and that an occasional ex

cess did not imply any weakness or depravity. This old gentleman was a kind 

and good man, respected and liked by 

all. Being an old bachelor with no im

mediate family, his occasional weakness 

seemed less blameworthy.

On one occasion he continued so long 

in his "spree," that he experienced a 

slight touch of that affection indicated by 

the letters d.t, and it took a curious 

form. He thought that he had been be

witched. He was fully persuaded that he 

was under the influence of some malig

nant spell. In other respects he seemed 

normal and entirely rational, but he had 

this fixed delusion.

I know very little of the science, or 

the art, of witchcraft. But I have read 

various accounts of how, by some repre

sentation or image, it may be possible to localize the witch, just as the witch 

is said to make a representation or a figure of his victim, and to torment the 

real person by injuries inflicted upon this simulacrum. The old gentleman in 

question acted upon this well settled theory. He determined to kill the witch 

who had laid a spell upon him. He would shoot the witch. For this purpose he 

cut up a silver half-dollar into slugs, and therewith loaded his gun, as only sil

ver bullets have the power to kill a witch. It was now necessary to localize 

the witch.

My grandfather's plantation, now known as "Panola," bordered the town 

of Tarborough [Edgecombe Co.] on the eastern side, and his gin-house 

faced the head of St. James's Street. On the door of his gin-house, old cous

in John M_________drew, with a piece of charcoal, the rude representation of

the witch. Stepping off a few paces, he fired his load of silver slugs at this 

image, every slug passing quite through the door. He had certainly given the 

image a deadly wound. He was satisfied that he had also killed his witch, so 

he opened the door and looked behind it to find the witch. His shot had gone 

through the door and killed a black cat which happened to be there! He 

brought out the black cat and held it up in triumphant confirmation of his be

lief that he had been bewitched and that he had killed the witch with a silver 

bullet.

[As told by Joseph Blount Cheshire in Nonnula, 1904]
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Little Manor

By Bill Ferguson 

The remains of Little Manor are 

located near the town of Littleton in 

what was Warren County, NC, 

now Halifax Co. It was one of the

great plantation 

houses of the 

South, incorpo

rating 2 distinc

tive architectural 

styles. The main 

facade represent

ing the Federal 

period was an 

addition to the 

original Georgian structure which 

was built about 1780. The house is 

associated with two prominent 

owners. Thomas Person (1733

1800), a Revolutionary War 

Brigadier General, land owner, and 

Sheriff of Granville Co. built the 

original Georgian section of the 

house. Thomas' nephew, William 

Person Little, acquired the property 

about 1804 and constructed the 

large Federal Period addition.

r
_____ ii_

Little Manor's Federalist facade 

consists of a two-story central block 

with one-story wings with the Geor

gian part extending to the rear to 

form the house's "T" shaped plan. 

The ornamental decorations inside 

the Federal part of the house were

formed of a plaster which could be

molded. No wood was used as deco

ration. In the Georgian section of the 

house, all the ornamental features 

were made of wood.

Little Manor had a central hall 

which led, through an arched door

way, into a transverse stair hall at 

the rear. It was much larger, more 

opulent, and more decoratively in

ventive than any other houses of that 

period in NC.

[From a program by Bill Ferguson]

TRC Members 

Publish

Tar River Connections boasts 2

members who are busily "Preserving 

the Past for the Future" by publish

ing valuable records of the area.

Joan L. Howell has published 3 

volumes of Nash County Census 

records—1860, 1870 and 1880— 

which include all schedules and ev

ery name index. Joan can be con

tacted at 919-284-2978 or by mail at 

8374-A Newsome Mill Road, Luca- 

ma, NC 27851.

Tim Rackley has published nu

merous books. His most recent is 

Nash County North Carolina Deeds, 

Volume IV1794-1800. Contact Tim 

at Rackley Publishing, PO Box 

2502, Kemersville, NC 2785-2502.

Oral, Cont. From Page 3

Finally, when I just couldn't take it 

anymore, I grabbed Buster by the 

belt and said, "If anything comes out 

of that graveyard and takes me, 

you're going with me," and I didn't 

turn loose.

They made a landfill out of the old 

Horse Graveyard. It's on the Red 

Oak-Battleboro Road, about a mile 

from Highway 43.

Justice, Cont. From P. 1

power to prevent the stamp-act tak

ing place, and that he should have 

nothing to do with that act, and that 

all business should go on as before; 

all which he readily complied with. 

(Pitt Co., NC, formed from Beaufort 

in 1760, distinguished itself by taking 

an early stand for liberty. "Its citizens 

were odious to the visions of royal

ty." John Wheeler)

[This item appeared on March 24, 1766 

in the Caledonian Mercury, Edinburgh]



Thorpe, Cont. from P. 1

as pitcher for the Rocky Mount 

Railroaders, part of the East Caro

lina League which included Wilson, 

Goldsboro, Fayetteville, Wilming

ton and Raleigh. By the end of the 

1909 season, Jim Thorpe was well- 

known in each of these towns!

On the 

field,

Thorpe 

was a 

force to 

be reck

oned 

with.

John 

Clancy, a

James Frances Thorpe 

Wathahuck-Brightpath

Fayetteville shortstop from South 

Boston, remembered that the In

dian's speed was impressive. "He hit 

a grounder in the hole toward third 

base. I came up with the ball all 

right, but my second baseman hol

lered over, 'Hold it—don't throw! 

He's already there.' That's how fast 

Thorpe was getting down to first 

base." Although he first played first 

base, then as a fielder, he later be

came the pitcher. He was said to 

have pitched 25 games and won 23 

of them.

Thorpe's skill excited the local 

fans. Sam Mallison, sports writer 

for the Rocky Mount Daily Record, 

described one scene: "A standing 

room only sign was hung out at the 

ball park when the team came home 

after the three-game series at Ra

leigh. That afternoon Jim Thorpe 

was a one-man baseball riot. Line 

drives whistled off his bat for 

doubles and triples. He fielded his 

position at first base like a gazelle 

and he ran the bases with the speed 

and ferocity of a whirlwind." Malli

son further recalled, "Thorpe contin

ued for several weeks to rattle the

fences all over the East Carolina 

League and to strike terror in the 

hearts of opposing basemen and 

catchers as his gigantic and forbid

ding form approached them like 

some monster bent upon their com

plete obliteration.

"Twice I saw Thorpe score from 

first base on singles to right field that 

were cleanly handled. In both 

instances the hit-and-run play was 

on, and Thorpe was off with the 

pitcher's delivery. Ordinarily a single 

to right field on this play advances a 

fast runner to third base. In each of 

the cases of which I write, the throw 

properly came to that station, but by 

the time it arrived the big Indian had 

taken the turn under a full head of 

steam and was going full speed for 

home plate. In both cases the catch

ers received the ball from the third 

baseman in ample time to tag Thorpe 

out. However, one look at the behe

moth charging down upon them 

caused them to recall the old homily 

about discretion being the better part 

of valor. They realized that to guard 

the plate, as catchers are supposed 

to do, would likely result in their dis

memberment; and so they discreetly 

stepped aside and sought ineffectual

ly to tag the runner with a half

hearted, back-handed swipe."

Another fan remembered Thorpe 

for his blazing speed, which made 

him the terror of the league. Once 

Jim got on base, no pitcher dared to 

wind up on him. It had the same ef

fect as waving a red flag in front of a 

bull, for Thorpe would dart off as 

soon as he saw that extra motion. 

Where other players would take one 

base, Jim would take two, or three 

and no baseman was over-eager to 

stand in the way when the husky In

dian slashed through the air, spikes 

aimed at the bag.

Charlie Harris, batboy for the 

club in 1909, had a favorite Thorpe 

story: "The game was tight and go

ing into the ninth inning the score 

was 0-0. Jim came to the plate and 

drew a walk since the Wilson hurler 

was afraid to pitch to him. The next 

man up was Jimmy Gilespie, Rocky 

Mount third baseman. He singled to 

right field and when Thorpe heard 

the crack of the bat, he left first like 

a bullet. The fielder relayed the ball 

in to the catcher and Westlake, ball 

in hand, stood blocking the plate 

when Thorpe rounded third. The big 

Indian let out an Indian war whoop 

as he headed for home. Still some 25 

feet from the plate, he launched him

self into a mighty broad jump 

straight for Westlake. The sight of 

that screaming Indian was too much 

for the catcher, and he backed off 

rather than face the consequences. 

Thorpe scored with the winning 

run!"

Josh Horne, scorekeeper for the 

team and later publisher 

of the Rocky Mount 

Evening Telegram 

was fresh out 

of Trinity 

College, now 

Duke Uni

versity 

He re

mem

bered 

that
Thorpe Plays for NY Giants, 1919

was a sucker for a curve ball. This 

must have been his only weakness!.

Although Jim Thorpe led the 

Rocky Mount Railroaders to a suc

cessful season in 1909, he was 

known around the area for more 

than just his baseball prowess. He

Thorpe, Cont. Next Page

CONNECTOR
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Thorpe, Cont. From P. 5

lived with several players at the New 

Cambridge Hotel near the ACL de

pot and about 6 blocks from the ball 

park. The park had a small covered 

stand behind home plate and a set of 

open-plank bleachers down the left 

field line, but it didn't take a large 

park to foster plenty of hero worship 

for the ball players. Every day, a 

couple of hours before game time, a 

group of boys gathered outside the 

New Cambridge, waiting for their 

heroes to come down from their 

rooms, wearing 

their uniforms, 

soiled with yes

terday's great 

slides into second 

and dives after 

elusive balls, for 

the walk to the 

park. The lucky 

boys were desig

nated to carry a 

player's gloves 

and bat, some

times shoes—although the players 

often walked through the dirt streets 

in their spikes. Along with the honor 

in the assignment was the chance to 

get into the game free. One of 

Thorpe's favorite caddies, Tom 

McMillan, remembered him as "so 

unmistakably Indian—the face a ma

hogany color compared with the 

white ballplayers, the high cheek 

bones and the alert dark eyes. It was 

more strength and speed than just 

size. To me he was always a gentle

man, a very gentle person."

In adult company Thorpe was ei

ther quiet and soberly polite or an 

unruly lug who had had too much to 

drink too fast. Although in Rocky 

Mount it was said that Thorpe was 

never mean but occasionally hard to 

manage, he soon had a reputation in

the towns where he played. He was 

a character who liked a good time, 

and had it, and often his good times 

included a little brawling. He was 

slow to anger, but once something 

or somebody got him riled he would 

fight like a wildcat.

E.G. Johnston, secretary of the 

Railroaders recalled one incident in

volving Thorpe: "The Rocky Mount 

club was playing in Goldsboro.

There was a large crowd from 

Rocky Mount down for the game in

cluding Mr. H. L. Holden ... ." Mr. 

Holden came up to Mr. Johnston, in 

excitement, to explain that some

body needed to come quickly to the 

sample room of the Kennon Hotel 

as Thorpe was about to whip the 

Goldsboro police force, and some

body that knew him needed to inter

vene before blows were struck and 

real trouble started.

"I shook in my boots and won

dered what 1 could do as I hurried to 

the hotel," said Mr. Johnston. "I 

found a sizeable row going on, with 

the Goldsboro police insisting he 

was under arrest for some minor of

fense, and Thorpe saying he wasn't 

going, and they couldn't take him. 

That ended it for the Indian and de

spite the called up police reinforce

ments not one of them laid hands on 

him. When I entered I explained that 

I was secretary of the club and I 

wanted to know the trouble. When 

Thorpe recognized 

me, the fury in his 

face disappeared. He 

quieted down and 

explained that he 

thought they were 

trying to keep him 

out of the afternoon 

ball game and he 

wasn't going to let 

them do that and that

he would take orders from me and 

not from them," explained Mr. John

ston.

During another incident a law offi

cer in Raleigh made the mistake of 

trying to arrest Thorpe when the In

dian didn't figure he deserved to be 

locked up. Charlie Harris remem

bered, "Before it was over, he had 

defeated seven policemen in hand to 

hand combat, one of whom ended up 

jack-knife fashion in a trash can". In 

Fayetteville, so another story goes, 

Thorpe was hurled through the 

plate glass window of a hotel.

Jim Thorpe returned to Rocky 

Mount in 1910, but during the sea

son, he was traded to Fayetteville. 

Sam Mallison recalled that Clancy, 

the manager of the Fayetteville team, 

"was a courageous and resolute 

Irishman who demanded respect 

and obedience from all his players, 

including the new acquisition.

Thorpe rebelled and there were fisti

cuffs. As might be expected the 

Irishman's raw courage was no 

match for the Indian's size and 

might. It took considerable time and 

skill for a Fayetteville physician to 

restore some semblance of natural 

contour to the Irishman's counte

nance. ..."

After his two seasons with the East 

Carolina League, Jim Thorpe re

turned to the Carlisle Indian

Thorpe, Cont. Next Page

Track and Field
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Thorpe, Cont. From P. 6 

School in PA where he trained for 

the 1912 Olympics under Coach 

Pop Warner. He won the gold med

al in the decathlon, a series of 10 

events. He also won gold in the pen

tathlon, becoming the first and only 

athlete to win 

both events 

in the same 

Olympics.

King Gus

tave V of 

Sweden de

clared to 

Thorpe as he 

placed the 

gold medals 

around his 

neck: "You,

Sir, are the 

greatest ath

lete in the 

world."

Some time 

later, Clancy, the Fayetteville base

ball team manager, confirmed to a 

reporter that Thorpe had played pro

fessional baseball in Rocky Mount. 

Of course, professional play violated 

Olympic rules. Other athletes who 

had played semipro sports in the off 

season used fake names. Thorpe 

used his real name. He was forced 

to return the medals in 1913. 

Thorpe's comment was, "I hope I 

will be partly excused by the fact 

that I was simply an Indian school 

boy and did not know that I was do

ing wrong. I was not very wise in 

the ways of the world."

Jim Thorpe—part Irish, part Sac 

and Fox Indian—was born in 1887 

on an Indian Reservation in Prague, 

OK. His real name was Wat-ha- 

tuk which meant "Bright Path." 

When he was 10, he ran 18 miles 

home from school. This was after

he'd walked 23 miles earlier that day. 

He excelled at every sport he tried at 

Carlisle Indian School. Thorpe was 

the first athlete to play professional 

baseball and professional football in 

the same season, and he continued 

to play professional football until the 

age of 42! He was the first President 

of the National Football League.

Jim Thorpe fell on hard times in 

his later life and died March 18, 

1953, after being named the half

century's Greatest All-Around Ath

lete in a poll of Associated Sports- 

writers in 1950. His medals were 

returned to his family in 1983. A 

Resolution in the US House in May, 

1999, declared him "America's Ath

lete of the Century."

A final incident worthy of repeat

ing took place while Jim Thorpe was 

playing football for Carlilse. This 

story was often told by President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower who en

tered West Point in 1911 and 

played halfback until he injured his 

knee. The West Point coach said to 

him, "Ike, get in there and stop that 

Indian!"

Ike raced onto the field. "The next 

time Thorpe runs toward us," he said 

to a teammate, "I'll hit him high and 

you hit him low." In this way they 

would show the Indian that nobody 

could run over West Point.

Ike soon had his opportunity. 

Thorpe came toward him like a bull 

on the range. The great Indian and 

the future President met with a thun

dering crash. When the dust settled, 

Cadet Eisenhower was in a heap on 

the ground. Thorpe had carried the 

ball right over him for a long gain.

USPS

Commemorative 

Stamp 

Issued

February 3,1998

Football Star

In a Well at

A few nights ago Mr. A.L. Barnes 

had an unusual experience. He heard 

a terrible noise at his well and has

tened to ascertain the cause. The 

constant splashing and churning of 

the waters below led Mr. Barnes to 

believe that his pet dog had fallen 

into the well. Taking the well-rope in 

his hands he descended, when he 

found that instead of his dog, it was 

a cat. His catship proceeded to make 

Mr. Barnes a place of refuge by tak

ing "toe-hold" in Mr. Barnes' hide.

In this predicament Mrs. Barnes 

and her son endeavored to pull Mr. 

Barnes out. In their excitement the 

rescuers failed to notice that they 

were only pulling against each other 

on the well-rope and were making 

no progress in removing Mr. Barnes 

and his frightened cat from the 

depths below. Mr. M. J. Newton 

and W.F. Nobles happened to come 

upon the scene and noted the condi

tions and rendered assistance in res

cuing Mr. Barnes from his very 

unpleasant position, the experience 

of which he will, no doubt, long re

member.

[Nashville Graphic, August 1, 1907]

mm



Small Pox in 

Harris Township

The last week in November,

1872, Mr. John Dorrell [Doyle] of 

TN arrived in Harris Township,

and after visiting a few of his old 

kindred and friends he domiciled on 

Wednesday the 4th of December 

with Reuben Rogers, 7 miles from 

Louisburg, NC. (Mrs. Rogers being 

his sister) being quite sick. 'Twas dis

covered at once he had the small 

pox, combined with bloody dysen

tery and he died Saturday afternoon 

the 7th of December. Mr. Rogers 

had a com shucking Wednesday, the 

day after Dorrell arrived at his house, 

and there were present individuals 

from the families of Mr. Wilson 

Bolton, Andrew Jackson and Dor- 

son Geans [Jeans] who during the 

evening called to see Mr D and nearly 

every person who came in contact 

with him took the disease and it soon 

spread to the above named families. 

On Wednesday the 18th of Decem

ber I visited and domiciled with Mr. 

Wilson Bolton and was promptly 

quarantined from Louisburg. For the 

past 8 weeks (making Mr Boltons my 

principal home), I have spent my 

days and nights with these distressed 

and families. I have treated 28 cases 

of small pox. Viz: 6 cases at Boltons, 

10 at Rogers, 4 at Jacksons and 8 at 

Geans. I am very sorry to say that in 

consequence of the unprescedented 

(sic) spell of weather, rain and snow 

and bitter cold, the unfavorable sur

rounds of many of my patients, the 

want of skilled nurses, proper nour

ishment and above all, the virulency 

of the disease, ten of the cases died. 

Viz: 1 at Boltons, 4 at Rogers, 1 at 

Jacksons and 4 at Geans. The cases at 

Geans were perfectly overwhelming 

and partaking of deep congestions 

the disease could not be brought out

8

and the cases at Rogers who died 

were confluent and typhoid. Having 

had considerable experience in treat

ing small pox in Philadelphia, 

Charleston, and NC, I pronounce 

this altogether the most virulent and 

fatal visitation of the disease I ever 

attended. I subject a list of the 

deaths: Mr. Reuben Rogers, his wife 

and son, Absalom and daughter Ar- 

rabella, Mrs. Dorsey Geans, her 

son Norfleet and daughters Jose

phine and Mary, John Jackson and 

Geo W Dickerson, a young gentle

man at Mr. Boltons. Thanks to kind 

providence for vaccination. In every 

instance but one, in the above fami

lies where it had been or was used af

ter my arrival it warded off entirely or 

greatly mitigated it’s severity. As 

yours is our [Franklin] County pa

per and it may be interesting, allow 

me to say, I had to nurse, take mea

sures, Coffin and help bury the dead. 

The excitement in the neighborhood 

was very great etc. Last Monday and 

Tuesday, Frank McDonald, whom 

the County Commissioners sent 

down to help nurse and I according 

to instructions (the disease having 

ceased and my patients convalescent 

and rapidly getting well, proceeded to 

condemn such beds, mattresses, bed 

clothing and other wearing apparel, 

cotton etc. (the cotton was in Rogers 

house), as we thought might spread 

the disease had diem burned and the 

families have clensed (sic) and puri

fied their houses using lime, tar, sul

phur and other disinfectants. I 

returned to my family in Louisburg 

last Friday 14th February, 1873. I 

gave it as my professional opinion 

that the disease has now entirely sub

sided in Llarris Township and there is 

no danger in visiting the houses I 

have specified or taking the disease 

from myself or any of the families 

spoken of. Please excuse diis long let

ter, I have written by special request,

trusting it may prove interesting, es

pecially to the citizens 

of Franklin County.

WM M Crenshaw 

P.S. I should be ungrateful not to 

mention that the County Commis

sioners have presented me widi a 

genteel suit of clothes, coat, pants, 

vest, talma and hat and have voted 

me a cash check as a token of their 

appreciation of my services etc. 

W.M.C.

[Taken from the Franklin Courier, 21 

February, 1873. Contributed by TRC 

members Faye J. Parker & Pam Jeans 

of Middlesex, NC]

os&o

[Rambler, Cont. from P. 1] 

known in the vicinity."

[Pages 3-4, First Methodist Church, 

Rocky Mount, North Carolina] 

Thirteen probable members from 

1859-60 are as follows:

I .Dr. N.H. Murphey

2. J.B. Williford

3. W.T. Griffin

4. N.J. Battle

5. J.E. Lindsey

6. B.J. Lancaster

7. Mrs. E.J. Petway

8. J.J. Battle

9. Mrs. John Tillery

10. Dr. James P. Battle

II .W.L. Williford

12. Miss K. Westray

13. Miss R. Westray

(The last 2 named may be the same 

person)

CONNECTOR
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NC Supreme Court 

Rules Slaying Justified

As Told By Monica Fleming

James Smith Battle, a member

of the family which began the early 

cotton mills in Rocky Mount, was 

involved in a landmark case before 

the NC Supreme Court in 1834. 

William Battle had a slave. Will, 

who was charged with the murder of 

Richard Baxter, an overseer.

According to the coroner's re

port, Richard Baxter had become 

very agitated at some of the slaves, 

maybe for infractions or maybe from 

plain bad temper. In fact, his wife 

testified at the inquest that she had 

suggested that Baxter stay home that 

day and calm down. He had possibly 

been drinking. Instead of staying

home, Baxter made his way to the 

Battle Mill with a shotgun and began 

shooting at the slaves.

Some witnesses testified that 

there was no provocation for Bax

ter's action. The slave. Will, at

tempted to disarm Baxter by hitting 

his hand with a hoe in order to stop 

the shooting. As it turned out, the 

hoe blade was very sharp and it 

sliced Baxter's arm severely. A main 

artery was cut and Richard Baxter 

bled to death.

The law of that day in the South 

was that if a black man killed a white 

man, it was automatically murder 

and the black man was put to death. 

James Battle said, "No, he was de

fending himself. Will was doing what 

any person would do in those cir

cumstances. "

Battle appealed the case all the

way to the NC Supreme Court. The 

court ruled that Will was not guilty 

of murder, but rather, of the acci

dental slaying of Mr. Baxter. In such 

cases, where the slave, in defense of 

his life and in circumstances calcu

lated to spread terror and resent

ment, kills his overseer, the homicide 

charges were mitigated to man

slaughter.

Will was not executed. He went 

back to work for the Battle family 

where he remained for the rest of his 

life. That case was the only one in 

the South that recognized the right 

of a slave to defend himself in un

usual circumstances until after the 

Civil War.

[Monica Fleming told several great 

stories of local residents at the March 

meeting of TRC. More of Monica's 

stories will appear in later issues.]

Looking Glass

MT
l^ooking glass"

was a common vernacu

lar term for chamber pot 

during the first half o 

the seventeenth century.

Xf°r J18 's This is a child's chamber pot, 

ictionary ajs0 sometjmes known as a

thunder mug.

A Chance for a Bargain.—On account of the hard 

times a large quantity of fine work has accumulated at 

the Carriage Shops of Messrs. TJ. Hackney & Co. 

They have a lot of beautifiil and substantial buggies, 

which they offer for sale on most liberal terms. Their 

work is really worth much more than the puttied jobs 

that we frequently see put up in Northern Shops. Pa

tronize home enterprise, especially when you can save 

money by it.

FISHING.—Many of our merchants and business men 

have rested from their labors long enough to take in 

heavy bunches of the finny tribe during the last two 

weeks. There has been fine sport at the river.

The Show.—Hannaford's Mexican and American 

Combination Show collapsed finally and for good at 

this place last Friday. In many respects it was a good 

show, but failed because of its total disregard of Print

er's ink [advertising?]. So be it. It may be a lesson to 

others.

In Good Spirits.—The fine rains this week has 

caused vegetation to revive and farmers and gardeners 

are again in good spirits.

Chamber pot hides under the bed in this 1841 room \The Rocky Mount Mail, May 28 1875]
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Stormy Weather
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Philadelphia, August 12,1789

Extract of a letter from a gentleman 

in Halifax, North Carolina, to his 

friend in Petersburg, |VA] dated July 

27, 1789.

ccYesterday evening a tremendous 

cloud rose to the north-west of this 

place, which in the space of half an 

hour began to discharge itself, with 

violent gusts of wind, amazing cur

rents of rain, and astonishing quanti

ties of hail, of unusual diameter, 

which nearly covered the face of the 

earth. The trepidation which this war 

of elements produced amongst the 

inhabitants of this town and its vicin

ity, is beyond the pencil’s power to 

delineate. No real damage, however,

Braswell Memorial

Library

Acquisitions

X.Grabtown Girl, Ava Gardner's

NC Childhood and her Enduring 

Ties to Home, by Doris Rollins 

Cannon, 2001. Gift from TRC 

member Brenda L. Thome 

2.Matt hews & Related Families,

Vols l II, III compiled by Patricia 

Henderson London

ensued, to the personal safety of any 

one; the evils attending man existed 

only in fearful apprehensions. But die 

destructive effects of this disaster, or 

visitation (call it what you please) on 

the vegetable tribe are very great. 

Whole fields of corn, that stood 

reared in exact and beautiful order, 

were laid almost level with the 

ground, pointing in every direction. 

Trees also, of stately tops and ex

tended branches, were alike stripped 

of their fruits and foliage—nor did 

the various species of the vine, that 

lay in more humble posture, escape 

the dreadful fury. The cotton, which 

was uncommonly promising, shared 

the fate of all its neighbouring 

plants—The tobacco, which expan

ded its luxuriant leaves, at once to in

vite commerce and reward the 

husbandman for his care and toil, has 

also sunk down under the mighty 

combination of wind and water. I 

have not yet learned how far the vio

lence extended, but hope that you 

were exempted from so heavy a ca

lamity.

“And on the night before last, the 

house of Mr. Barksdale, in this town, 

was struck with lightning in the west 

end of the second story; the weather 

boarding was rent off some of the 

studs wTere shivered, and yet the 

window-glass, which was in the midst

Z.Faucett & Cameron Related 

Families compiled by Patricia 

Henderson London

At Murchison & Related Families 

compiled by Patricia Henderson 

London

5.Shaw & Related Families 

compiled by Patricia Henderson 

London

6.Descendants of Torquill and 

Annie Shaw of Jura, Scotland and 

Cumberland Co, NC by Patricia 

Henderson London, 2001
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of the damage, was not even crack

ed—several persons were asleep in 

that end of the room, and none of 

them received any injury, and only 

one felt the shock.—-Philosophy! ac

count for this—or in silence adore 

that Being, who rideth upon the 

clouds, and holdeth the elements in 

the hollow of his hand.”

[Taken from the Newspaper Project 

on the Archived website]

The Tax List

TheTaxList. -There were many

small and troublesome mistakes 

made in the tax-books of this county 

last year, and the commissioners 

have been sorely troubled and 

annoyed in correcting them but we 

are authorized by the Chr'm of the 

Board to state as a matter of simple 

justice to Capt. Bridgers, who pre

pared the books, that not one mis

take or error was made by him, but 

that his books in every instance tall

ies with the "roughs" or copies fur

nished by the list of the township.

[The Rocky Mount Mail, 18 February, 

1876]

7. Colorful Heritage Documented, 

The Story of Barbecue, Bluff and 

Longstreet Presbyterian Churches 

edited by Lt. Col. Victor E. Clark, 

Jr. USAF (Ret) and Louise Davis 

Curry, 1989

8. Nash County NC Deeds, Vol IV

1794-1800, abstracted by Timothy 

W. Rackley, 2002

9. Maps, gift from TRC member 

Reese Ferrell

1 OMaps, gift from TRC member 

William Doub Bennett
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Reader's Choice

Local Color

A
cross The Cotton Patch, by Ellis 

Credle, 1935

Sometimes, out of the blue, a 

book will appear that will tickle the 

fancy and bring back the days on an 

eastern NC farm before television 

and computers. Such was the case 

of this children's book by Ellis 

Credle. Ellis spent many days on her 

grandfather Cooper's farm in Nash 

County, NC. This prompted her to 

write Across the Cotton Patch after 

she graduated from Louisburg Col

lege in Louisburg, NC at the age of 

sixteen (1918).

Ellis Credle illustrated her own 

book which describes the antics of 

her four main characters, Nancy 

Elizabeth, known as Pig-Tail be

cause she is friskier and more 

wigglesome than a pig's tail; her 

little brother, Billy; and her two best 

friends who live across the cotton 

patch, Atlantic and Pacific.

Pig-Tail's imagination gets all four 

children in trouble. She decides to 

j^etJBilh/toi^^

boar when she wasn't able to coax 

Atlantic into taking the first turn. 

Pig-Tail accused Atlantic of "always 

arguin' 'gainst everything we want to 

do." The escapades progress to 

chewing tobacco after trying to cure 

the green leaves in a tobacco bam of 

their own making. The list goes on 

and on. What a way to spend the 

lazy days of summer!

This little book was tucked away 

in the library at Wesleyan College 

in Rocky Mount, NC. It may be re

trieved on inter-library loan. Bessie 

Credle, the mother of Ellis, taught 

school and lived on Hill Street in 

Rocky Mount, NC. Ellis became

quite famous as a writer of children's 

books. This is the only one she 

wrote about our area. Her illustra

tions are well worth viewing. Take 

the time to peak at the pages.

wML\C;)
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Eastern North Carolina 

1700 1740

Early Bath 

Co. Settlers 

1700-1743

Axchdale Co. was

renamed Bath Co. in 

1696. It was com

posed of 3 precincts: 

Wickham, which lat

er became Hyde Co.; 

Pamtecough, which 

became Beaufort 

Co.; and Archdale, 

which became Cra

ven Co. Beaufort was 

created in 1712 with

the county

seat at Washington. 

Bath Co. was discon

tinued in 1739. This 

listing was prepared 

in 1717. It consists 

of names men

tioned in Land 

transfers or lists.

Lyman Alderson 

Robert Barr 

William Barrow 

James Blount 

Thomas Blount 

Sam Bostale 

William Brice 

Robert Campaigne 

John Carrow

Nevil Chevin 

Henry Clayton 

Hannah Cochrane 

John Coldom 

Thomas Dear ham 

[Derham, Durham] 

J.N. Drinkwater 

Edmond Everett 

Christopher Gale 

William Glover 

William Gray 

Nichols Gurganus 

William Hancock 

Thomas Harding 

Thomas Harris 

Richard Harvey 

George Hill 

Hannon Hill 

John Hill

Charles Hopton 

James Ivney 

Jonathan Jasper 

Jacob Johnson 

Fred Jones 

John Jordan 

James Keith 

Robert Kingman 

John Lawson 

Humphrey Leggett 

James Leigh 

J. Islington 

Joel Martin, Sr 

Lodermilk Martin 

James Nevile 

Capt. Edmund Pearce 

Col. Thomas Pollock 

John Porter 

Joshua Porter

John Purcell 

Lionel Reading 

John Sally 

William Selby 

John Simmons 

Richard Smith 

Ihomas Tison 

John Tripp 

R.C. Turner 

Samuel Tyce 

Kelham Tyler 

Nick Tyler 

Nicholas Tyler 

Orpha Tyler 

Robert Tymer 

John Walker 

William Wallace 

John White



Those Were 

The Days

By Sam Mallison

It was midsummer in 1909.

Business and professional men 

went to their homes at noon to con

sume a lethal combination of fried 

foods, rich gravies, hot biscuits and 

pastries that would have stirred the 

innards of a cast iron dog. An hour's 

siesta after these mid-day Lucillian 

feasts, which were called "dinner," 

undoubtedly helped in holding down 

an alarming but not surprising 

mortality rate.

The horse and buggy still provided 

the principal method of transporta

tion between points not connected 

by the railroad. There were no hard

surfaced highways and few paved 

streets. Rocky Mount did boast, 

however, of a "plank" road not more 

than 100 yards in length which had 

been built through the marsh on 

Tarboro Readjust east of Pine- 

view Cemetery. This stretch of 

"hard surface" consisted of wooden 

planks laid in the mud, each layer be

ing replaced by another as the first 

sank into the mire beneath the traffic 

of buggies and wagons.

Young bloods took their girls to 

John L. Arrington's Gem Theater 

on West Main Street to see the old

time silent flickers interrupted by 

slides which read, "Just a moment to 

change reels," and "Ladies, please 

remove your hats." There was also 

another interruption while a tenor 

sang illustrated songs such as 

"Down By the Old Mill Stream" and 

"School Days" to the accompani

ment of tin-panny piano. After the 

theater these swains took their girls

14

to the Five Points Drug Store or to 

Keysers [Drug Store] for sodas

Interior of Five Points Drug Store

which cost a nickel and were served 

in gigantic tumblers. In the summer 

evenings, they frequently visited 

Oakland Park which was also oper

ated by John L. Arrington and was 

located on what was then the eastern 

extremity of Tarboro Street. There 

they waltzed or two-stepped at ten 

cents a dance to the music of the II- 

lington family and bought their so

das at a refreshment stand operated 

by Norman Bennett, Robert L. 

"Chick" Arrington and yours truly 

[Sam Mallison],

From time to time there would be 

unverified reports that some spoiled 

son of the rich had spent as much as 

a whole dollar in entertaining a girl 

friend, all in a 

single evening.

These and other 

reports about the 

young folks galli

vanting around in 

the "night air- 

"—which was 

supposed to be 

crawling with the 

germs of death, 

disease and disas

ter-brought head

shaking among the middle classes 

and expressions of direful doubt as 

to the direction in which the country 

was heading.

There were two forums where the 

town pundits assembled to discuss 

the events of the day. Their topics 

ran the full gamut of conversation, 

and frequently bridged the gap from 

politics to theology in the shift of a 

quid of tobacco from one jaw to the 

other. One forum was the "cotton 

yard" along the east side of the rail

road tracks between Marigold and 

Tarboro Streets. There George Ed

wards, W.S. Wilkinson, Jim and 

Mark Braswell, H.E. Brewer, Josh 

Horne, Sr., Jim Hines, P.C. Shore, 

Bob Huffines and others whose 

names have been lost to me in the 

mist of time sat upon the cotton 

bales and exercised their right of free 

speech. Being without canopy of any 

sort, the cotton yard was a sort of 

Town Commons.

The other forum was used only in 

the evenings, principally in the win

ter season. This was around the pot

bellied stove in the rear of Tom Wil

liford's store on Washington 

Street and Spence Robbin's general 

mercantile establishment on East 

Main. Around these stoves P.C. 

Vestal, Dick Fountain, Clarence

See 1909, P15

CONNECTOR

Horses, Saddles, Buggies, flames

If you want any thin}? in the line of Horses, Mules, Busrpies, Wagons. 
Harness and Saddles, we are prepared to furnish you in most any kind, 
style, price or terms We buy in larye quantities and sell quick on small 
marsins. Stables on Washington Street. Store Rooms on Tarboro Street

AVENT LIVE STOCK COMPANY

Phone No. •**;
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1751-1778; The North Carolina Magazine (New Bern, 

1764-1768); The North Camlina Gazette (Wilmington, 

1764-1766); and The Cape Fear Mercury (Wilmington, 

1769-1775).

Fortunately, other newspapers sometimes carried 

items about NC. Many of these items were reprinted 

from NC papers that no longer exist. Through its proj

ect, Colonial Records, the NC Office of Archives and 

History is searching very early out-of-state newspapers 

for North Carolina items. These newspapers include the 

Pennsylvania Gazette, Boston Gazette, Virginia Gazette, South 

Carolina Gazette, Belfast Newsletter, Scots Magazine, Caledo

nian Mercury, Connecticut Courant, and Gentleman's Magazine. 

These items can be found at: www.ah.der.state.nc.us.

[Taken from NC Dept, of Archives and History website]

1909, Cont from P14 

Brake, Elijah Daughtridge, Sam 

Toler, Boone Matthews and others 

held forth after the supper hour.

At both these forums, President 

Taft and the Republicans in gener

al got a daily going over and the 

younger generation never failed to 

receive the acid treatment. There 

was unanimity of opinion that the 

young folks were going to the dogs, 

although there was some skepticism 

as to whether any self-respecting 

dogs would have them. There was 

general belief that the last economic 

frontier had been explored and that 

the country was at the end of its 

rope.

I shall never forget one night 

about that time when I accompanied 

my father to one of these cracker 

barrel forums in Spence Robbins' 

Store. Boone Matthews put the con

versational ball into play by noting 

the silly report that "some foreign 

fella, named Macaroni or some

thing like that," had transmitted a 

Morse signal without wires. Mr. 

Vestal, a well-read and scholarly to

bacco man whose saintly wife,

"Miss Mamie," was almost a se

cond mother to me, took the floor 

to prove conclusively by all the 

known laws of nature that it was ut

terly impossible to send a message 

or a recognizable signal through the 

ether without wires.

Spence Robbins had been seated 

on the stool at his high-top desk 

working on his books as the discus

sion of the "wireless" proceeded, 

but with one ear cocked in the direc

tion of the speakers. He finally but

toned up the subject for the evening 

with the observation that it was 

probably "just some scheme to sell 

stock." Spence didn't want any.

Cotton was king in those days 

with tobacco and peanuts relegated 

to the supernumerary position of 

sword bearers at its court. Except 

for the export of its farm products 

and the textile output of the Rocky 

Mount Mills, the community lived 

in an economy that was almost self- 

contained and self-sufficient.

Citizens generally were only 

mildly interested in the goings on in 

the industrial North, where already 

the curtain was being lifted on the 

most exciting era of all times. Trans

portation and communication facili

ties being what they were, all this 

was too far away to excite undue in

terest or speculation. It was as if 

these things were taking place in 

another and more fortunate world.

But even in Rocky Mount, not 

long after the turn of the century, 

there had been a few unrecognized 

harbingers of things to come. S.K. 

Fountain and Henry Home were 

driving gasoline-powered horseless 

carriages about the streets followed 

soon by T.J. Hackney’s Stanley 

Steamer. "Buck” Worrell was de-

_______________ Stanley Steamer_____________

livering mail on a RFD route in a 

sputtering chain-driven two- 

cylindered Reo. Farmers were curs

ing those new fangled contraptions 

which frightened their horses, and 

the forum's pundits were in com

plete agreement about those self 

propelled vehicles were but a pass

ing fad.

[From an article The Evening Tele

gram, Sept. 11,1960]

”It Says in the 

Papers..."

^Newspapers are

an often overlooked 

source for early history. 

Information found 

there is often available 

nowhere else. Only 71 

pre-1776 NC newspa

pers exist today. There are 42 issues in existence for 

1777 and 1778, and beginning in 1788, substantial num

bers of papers survive. There were at least 4 early NC 

papers: The North Carolina Gazette (New Bern,



Colonial Road 

Maintenance

Public transportation was an early

concerns of lawmakers in NC, and in 

1715, the General Assembly passed 

an act concerning roads and ferries. 

All roads and ferries were declared to 

be public roads and ferries. Addition

al roads could be built by petition of 

citizens of the area involved to the 

precinct court. If approved, the court 

would appoint a jury of 12 men to lay 

out the road, being mindful of the 

convenience of the inhabitants. Any 

damages sustained by any person or 

persons would be recompensed by a 

sum equally levied on the tithables 

working on the road, which also 

served them, and paid to the dam

aged parties by the overseer.

The precinct courts annually ap

pointed surveyors or overseers for 

each road. They summoned all male 

tithables, both white and black, be

tween the ages of 16 and 60, to meet 

in April and September to clear all 

roads and to repair all bridges in the 

area. Failure to report cost the delin

quent a fine of five shillings for each 

day's neglect. Overseers could be 

fined for failure to keep the roads 

and bridges under their care both 

clear and in repair. Only members of 

the Assembly, justices of any precinct 

court, coroners, constables, or minis

ters of the Church of England 

could be exempted from this work 

and only then by sending three per

sons to work in their stead.

All roads were cleared of trees and 

brush, 10 ft wide, and limbs of trees 

that might inconvenience horsemen 

were cut. All bridges and causeways 

over swamps and small streams were 

10 ft wide and bridges over deep and 

navigable streams were 10 ft wide 

with planks at least 3 inches thick. 

Ferries were kept by persons who

16

petitioned the county court for that 

privilege. They were to keep suffi

cient boats, all in good repair. Ferries 

carried foot traffic, horsemen, and 

carriages, along with catde and hogs. 

The court set fees that the ferrymen 

should charge.

In 1734, fines for poor ferry service 

were increased tenfold. Some ferry

men must have been negligent in 

their duties! Fines for overseers of 

roads who were not diligent in their

duties were also increased. The new 

law also required that roads be wid

ened to 20 ft, although causeways 

and bridges remained at 10 ft.

In 1751, a bridge was built over 

Great Contentnea Creek, between 

then Edgecombe and Johnston 

Counties, by John Peacock who 

kept a ferry there. Peacock and his 

heirs could operate the bridge for 25 

years, build a gate for it, and charge 

fees comparable to ferry fees for per

sons, carriages, and livestock crossing 

the bridge.

In 1756 the law for northeastern 

counties required that roads be 

cleared of stumps and brush, as well 

as trees, and that all causeways and 

bridges over small streams be at least 

14 ft wide and all bridges over deep 

and navigable streams be at least 12 

feet wide, with good sawed planks at 

least 2 inches thick. Bridges also be

came county obligations to be paid 

for with a county levy. County7 courts 

were to clear the navigable creeks in

their respective counties. The over

seers of the roads and their compan

ies who lived most convenient to 

such creeks were ordered to perform 

this work under penalty for neglect 

or refusal.

A toll bridge at the town of Tarbo

ro, authorized in 1762, was built by 

Joseph Howell at Howell’s Ferry, 

where the main road crossed the riv

er. Fie built the bridge at his own ex

pense and was to benefit from it for 

25 years. He built a gate and charged 

the rates set forth in the Act.

In 1764, it was required to remove 

sand from the roadbed and cut away 

limbs that inconvenienced horsemen 

and carriages. For the first time, sign

posts were set up at each crossroads 

or parting of the roads, with arms 

pointing the way of each road and 

the number of miles to most public 

places. Mileposts were erected at the 

end of each mile and marked as di

rected by the several inferior courts.

In 1769 the General Assembly 

noted that muster days, elections, and 

court days required attenders to pay 

ferry fees both ways. Ferries and toll 

bridges in specific counties were 

instructed to let these people pass 

without charge on these days and 

instead a tax was levied on the inhab

itants of these counties to reimburse 

the ferrymen and bridge owners for 

their loss of income.

Nash County, when it was formed 

from Edgecombe in 1777 used the 

road overseer plan for the construc

tion and maintenance of roads. The 

overseers and their companies were 

appointed annually and many over

seers were continued from year to 

year. By this time, all bridges were 

contracted and the builder was re

quired to give bond for maintenance, 

usually for a period of seven years. 

Most of the bridges replaced were 

lost to the spring freshets, however. 

[Article by Joseph W. Watson, Nashville 

Graphic, August 8, 1974 |

CONNECTOR
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Star of Bethlehem

Flower Baskets

They Art of

(QlAA/ltfr

(jenerations of housewives kept

their families warm and cozy with 

their hand-made quilts. It has been 

said that a young woman needed 13 

quilts in her hope chest when she 

married. Every scrap of fabric was 

saved by the thrifty wife. During the 

long winter days, these scraps were 

pieced together in patterns that ex

pressed the beauty of nature and the 

artistic talent of the maker. In the 

spring, the lady of the house carded 

raw’ cotton to make batts and placed 

the batts between her quilt top and 

her lining. It was then time to quilt 

the 3 layers into the finished product.

Quilting was tedious when done 

alone, but when assisted by a group 

of neighbors, a quilt could be com

pleted in a day. Ihe ladies assembled 

in the morning and the lively gossip 

kept time with the flying needles. Of

ten the quilt top held several cans of 

snuff. The seamstress would occa

sionally take a dip, using her Mtooth- 

bmsh,M a small stick 3 to 4 inches 

long, chewed at the end. The brush 

was dipped into the snuff and then 

rubbed on the teeth and gums. It re

mained in the user’s mouth while the 

quilting and the gossip continued.

MThe finest patchwork quilts that 

have survived to the present time 

were the ’best spreads’ of their day. 

The best fabrics were saved for 

them, the most elaborate work was 

put into them, and they were pre

served by using them only infre

quently in a guest room. In the Bone 

household they were carefully rolled 

in sheets and stored in a closet off 

the master bedroom.”

[Taken from Ten Generations of The Bone

Family by F.H. Crone, Nash Co., NC]

Variable (Morning) Star

Double Wedding Ring

Drunkard's Path
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1778 Nash 

County Road 

Overseers

I .Dempsey Barnes—road

which is the county line 

from the Widow Rowe’s to 

the county line.

2. Jethro Harrison—road 

from Williamson’s Bridge 

to the Widow Rowe’s on 

Contentnea Creek.

3. Joseph Crowell—That part 

of the main country road 

leading from Tarboro to 

Duncan Lamon’s, to wit, 

from Dorman Branch to 

the foot of Dew’s Road.

4. William Horne—road 

leading from the county line 

by his house to the lower 

bridge on Stony Creek.

5. Benjamin Bunn—road 

leading from the lower 

bridge over Stony Creek 

into Lamons Road.

6. Nicholas Skinner—road 

leading from Jacob 

Horne’s to Col. Hunter’s.

T.William Richardson—road 

leading from the Rock on 

Peachtree Creek to 

Samuel Bridger’s.

8. Arthur Westray—road 

leading from Duncan 

Lamon’s Ferry to Stony 

Creek Bridge at Hunter’s 

Mill.

9. Thomas Viverett—Dews 

Road from the forks of the 

same to Toisnot.

10. Richard Thomas—road 

leading from Micajah 

Thomas’ to Benja. 

Denson’s.

II .Wilson Vick—Lanes 

Road from William Ricks’ 

to down to the fork.

12. Francis Rose—road 

called Jeffreys Road from 

the Great Swamp Bridge

to Swift Creek, including 

the bridge and causeway on 

both sides.

13. Richard Deene—road 

leading from the Rock on 

Peachtree Creek to the 

Crossroads near William 

Andrews'.

14. Jones Williams—part of 

the Tar River Road from 

the fork at Benjamin 

Thorn's to Jacob 

Strickland's.

15. Edward Purcell—the 

Crossroad from William 

Andrews' to Simon 

Williams' on far River.

16. Thomas Warren—road 

from Little Sapony to 

Samuel Bryant's on Tar 

River.

17. Mark Mason—road from 

Culpepper’s Bridge to the 

Beaver Dam Swamp.

IS.Benjamin Merritt—road 

from George Powell's at 

Swift Creek to Thomas 

Hunter's on Stony Creek.

19. Hardiman Pope—road 

from the county line up to 

the forks of the road at 

Sam’l Sorsby’s.

20. Lazarus Whitehead 

—road from Swift Creek 

down to the county line.

21. Isaac Bass—road leading 

from the Micajah Thomas 

place to the bridge on 

Peachtree Creek.

22. Hermon Strickland— 

road leading from the Tar 

River Road towards the 

State Hill upon Moccasin 

Creek.

23 .Henry Atkins—road 

leading from Lanes Road 

to Sapony Creek.

24.Moses Stallings—road 

leading from Jacob 

Strickland’s to Reuben 

Williams’.

25. John Chapman—road 

leading from Reuben 

Williams' to the Bute 

[Franklin] County line.

26. Francis Parker—road 

leading from Jeffreys Road 

to the White Stone 

Branch.

27. Jethro Denson—road 

leading from Culpeppers’ 

Road to Whittington’s 

Road.

28. John Jones—that part of 

the Tarboro Road leading 

from Jeffreys Road to 

Thomas Horne's.

29. John Eatman—road 

leading from Nellum's to 

the Fox Branch.

30. James Brown—road 

leading from the Fox 

Branch to Moccasin 

Bridge.

31 .Matthew Council—road 

leading from John Webb’s 

to the Wombwell field.

32. Benjamin Bridgers—the 

old road leading from John 

Webb's to Jumping Run.

33. Peter Hedgepeth—the 

road leading from the fork 

at Thomas Walker’s to the 

Bute [Franklin] County 

line.

34. William Braswell,

Junr.—road leading from 

Thomas Road to the 

White Stone Branch.

35. William Drake—that part 

of Jeffreys Road leading 

from Griffin’s Bridge to

Crossroads at William 

Ricks'.

37.Samuel Braswell—road 

leading from Nicholas 

Skinner's to the Folsom 

Road.

38. Willis Curl—road leading 

from the Edgecombe 

County line to Dorman’s 

Branch.

39. Archibald Lamon—road 

leading from Lamon’s 

Landing to Green Leaves; 

also, a piece of road that 

strikes out near Dorman's 

Branch to the county line 

called the Cody Road.

40. William Vester—road 

called Andrews Road from 

Lains Road to the Bute 

[Franklin] County line.

41 .Matthew Council—both 

pieces of road leading from 

the Bute [Franklin] County 

line beginning at John and 

Stephen Webb's, leading to 

the Womble place.

42. Henry Atkins—road 

leading from the courthouse 

of the county to Tar River, 

at or near Edward 

Clinches’ Mill.

43. Thomas Adkinson—road 

leading from Stony Creek 

Bridge to Compass Creek.

44. Benja. Merrill—road 

leading from Compass 

Creek to the Swift Creek 

Bridge.

[From an article by Joseph W.

Watson in the Nashville Graph

ic, September 24, 1974.]Jumping Run. 

36.Brinkley 

Gandy— 

road from 

Little 

Sapony 

Bridge to 

the



Search and Research

Samuel Hunt of Long Creek

By Timot hy Rackley

Samuel Hunt was a son of John Hunt and

wife Hannah Park(s). Ihis Hunt family first appears 

in the Granville County records when John made a 

land entry for 500 acres in Granville County7 on waters 

of Buffelo Creek with a survey for 370 acres being is

sued 28 May 1778. On 24 September 1779, he received 

these 370 acres as a State Land Grant

According to a Granville Co marriage bond of 10 

October 1788, Samuel’s wife was Mary Ransom.

Samuel was witness to a deed of trust dated 25 April 

1791 from Roger Jones of Franklin Co, NC to Moses 

Park of same with security being 901 acres lying on 

both sides of Linches Creek. During the February 

Court Term for Granville Co Samuel Hunt proved the 

last will and testament of Thomas Smith. On 29 May 

1793, John Holmes of the State of VA sold to Samuel 

Hunt of Granville Co, NC a tract of 145 acres in Frank

lin Co near lions Creek adjoining Vinson, Glen, and 

Hatcher. The price paid was 38 pounds VA money. 

Witnesses to that deed of sale were James McDaniel 

and Blanton Cook. Samuel sold this land on 15 January 

1794 to John Goodloe of Franklin Co. Samuel and 

Mary Hunt were witnesses to a deed from Seth Mabry 

of Franklin Co to Moses Park of same 29 July 1794.

The land in this deed adjoined Nathaniel Jarratt, Jona

than Hunt, John Stone, and Joseph Smith.

On 17 January 1797 Moses Parks wrote his Last Will 

and Testament. Named in this document are his two 

sisters Hannah Hunt and Mary Edwards who are to 

receive 150 dollars each. If they have died then the 

money is to go to the poor. Samuel Hunt was to receive 

100 [specie not specified], a mare and offspring. Moses 

also gave freedom for negroes Bob and John. Both 

were to be under the guardianship of the executors.

Bob to have $25 and John to have $125 for their school

ing. Executors named were Green Hill Sr., Roger 

Jones, John Young, Nathl Jarratt, John Jarrat Jr, 

John Whitfield, Green Hill Jr, Samuel Hunt, and Wm 

Paschal. This Last Will and Testament is recorded in 

Franklin County's Will Book A, page 206, and was certi

fied to the court on 24 October 1797. On page 207 is a 

certificate of probate which originated in Oglethorp 

County, Georgia where Moses Parks died.

Mary Hunt was granted administration on the estate 

of Samuel Hunt, deceased, in Granville County's August 

1797 Court with bondsmen James McDaniel and Jo-
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seph Rogers. Recorded in Granville County's Will 

Book 4 is the 3 November 1797 inventory of property 

of Samuel Hunt, deceased, by Mary Hunt, the admrx. 

Also recorded in the Account of sale of the estate of 

Samuel Hunt, deceased, of which Mary Hunt purchased 

much of the personal estate 16 November 1797. Ihis 

account was rendered to court on 6 February 1798 by 

Mary Hunt, admrx. During the February Court Term of 

1802, Mary Hunt, widow of Samuel Hunt of Long 

Creek, was appointed guardian to Letha, John, and 

Hannah Hunt, orphans of Samuel Hunt with James 

McDaniel and Reuben Ransome as bondsmen.

On 22 January 1799, there was a deed is which "the 

sd Jonathan Hunt is jusdy indebted unto the sd Maty 

Hunt". The 50 acres involved was described as being on 

the West side of Buffalow Creek, "Beginning at a white 

oak, ninning with Philip York’s line to a red oak in 

William Garrett's line, then South to a red oak in John 

Harp's line, thence East to a post oak in Turner Bob

bitt's line, thence north to the road, thence with the 

road to the beginning". Witnesses were James McDaniel 

and James Hunt. Based upon the boundary descrip

tion given this is the 50 acres which James (brother of 

Samuel and Jonathan) purchased from John Harp 15 

September 1797 and sold to Jonathan on 6 November 

1798.

It is not known when Mary died, however she is in 

the 1850 household of her daughter Letha Overton 

with her age given as 88 years.

CHILDREN OF SAMUEL HUNT AND MARY 

RANSOM

l. John R. Hunt b. ca 1790, d. August 1847 Granville 

Co, NC

m. Letha Overton d/o Aaron Overton and Ann Smith 

of Franklin Co, NC; mb 16 October 1821 Franklin Co, 

NC; Letha 1m James Johnson of Franklin County, NC 

According to Granville County guardian records, Pey ton 

V. Duke was guardian to the children of John Hunt. 

Named in these various accounts are David A., Joseph, 

Maty7 Ann, and Angelina Hunt. In the Granville County 

August 1850 court session a petition was filed. This peti

tion shows that John R. Hunt, William Hunt, Melissa, 

and David Alexander were of full age and that Angeline, 

Joseph, and Mary Ann Hunt were under age.

1. William Henry Hunt b. ca 1824

mb. Margaret Connell 14 January 1860 Weakley Comity, 

TN; no return

2. John Richard Hunt b. ca 1826

3. David Alexander Hunt b. ca 1828

4. Melissa B. Hunt b. ca 1830

See Hunt, Page 20
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Eulasia

Academy

The EXERCISES of the school 

at Eulasia Academy, in the county 

of Nash, will commence on Monday 

the 10th January' next, under the su

perintendence of W. L. Tidball, 

who comes highly recommended by 

Dr. Breckenridge, President of Jef

ferson College, Pennsylvania, at

which institution Mr. Tidball com

pleted his education; and having 

taught school at Eulasia during the 

last five months, where he has be

come favorably known as a scholar 

and a gentleman of unblemished 

moral character, the undersigned 

flatter themselves that they hazard 

nothing in recommending him to the 

Public as a Teacher in every way de

serving of patronage. Said school 

will be about four miles east of Hil-

liardston, in a health region quite 

retired and remote from every thing 

like dissidation, and where Board 

can be had in respectable families 

cheaper than usual. Terms per ses

sion of five months Latin, Greek, 

&tc. $15. English, $10.

S.L. Arrington, R.D. Hart, Josh

ua Watson, Quincy Drake, Propri

etors.

[Taken from Tarboro'Press, 8 Jan 

1848]

Hunt, Cont. From P. 19

m. William Brinkley 2 December 1855 Weakley Co, TN

5. Angeline Hunt b. ca 1831; living in the 1850 house

hold of Sarah Smith, Hayesville District, Franklin 

County, NC

6. Joseph A. Hunt b. ca 1832; living in the 1850 house

hold of James /Vilen, Fort Creek District, Granville 

County, NC

7. Mary Ann Hunt b. ca 1835; living in the 1850 Willis 

Smith household, Epping Forest District, Granville 

County, NC

m. William S. Wltherington 16 December 1862 Weakley 

County, TN 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

2. Letha Hunt b. 1795/96; according to 1850 census 

listed as being deaf

m. Elisha Overton b. 1780/1788 Franklin Co, NC, d. be

tween November 1849 to February 1859, Granville Co, 

NC; s/o Aaron Overton and Ann Smith of Franklin 

County, NC; mb 4 November 1818 Granville Co, NC; 

John Hunt bondsman

1. Charles E. Overton b. 22 Aug. 1819, d. 26 Sept. 1898; 

moved to Weakley Co, TN by 1850

m. Nancy Fletcher Flicks b. 4 August 1826 Granville 

Co, NC

2. Samuel W. Overton b. ca 1821

m. Sarah O. Williams 25 February 1855 Wealdey Co, TN

3. Martha A. Overton b. ca 1823 

m. H. A. Newton 24 July 1856

4. Sarah E. Overton b. ca 1825

5. Elisha H. Overton b. ca 1827

m. Mary E. Fuller 7 December 184

6. Robert P. Overton b. ca 1829

m. Marie R. Cole 19 April 1866 Granville County, NC

7. Thomas A. Overton b. ca 1831

8. Aaron B. Overton b. ca 1833

9. Washington F. Overton b. ca 1835, d. ca 3 May 1863 

Chancellorsville, VA

3. Hannah Hunt b. ca 1796, d. prior 1850. 

m. Joseph O. Overton, b. ca 1799, d. February 1882 

Franklin County, NC; s/o Aaron Overton and Sallie 

Merrit of Franklin County NC; mb 2 October 1824 

Granville Co, NC; Feilding Kittrell bondsman. Joseph 

2m Mary (Martha) Stainback 24 February 1851.

1. Mary Abigail Overton b. ca 1825

2. J. R. Overton b. ca 1829

3. Dolphin Donnaha Overton 6 March 1830, d. 21 July 

1897

4. Joseph A. Overton b. ca 1831, d. ca 1867

5. John M. Overton b. December 1837, d. 25 August 

1925 Eastland County, TN
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