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Preserving the Past...For the Future

Breaking the color barrier

Early African-American 

Town Commissioners 

in Rocky Mount, NC 1897-1903

On May 10, 1897, thirty years 

after the incorporation of Rocky 

Mount, Mr. Peter Darden was 

sworn in and took his scat on the five- 

member Board of Commissioners, the 

first African-American elected in town 

history. For the next six years Darden 

and three others would represent their 

race on the Town Governing Board.

But, from May 1903 until 1972, when 

George W. Dudley was elected to the 

City Council, Rocky Mount would have 

no African-American elected represen

tatives despite its considerable minority 

population.

Darden was not the first African 

-American to run for municipal election

in Rocky Mount, however. Mr. James 

H. Reynolds was the first such candi

date identified to date, seeking election 

in May 1880. At a meeting of Town 

citizens in March of that year he was 

nominated as one of a slate of five candi

dates to stand for election in May. This 

public nomination process was the prac

tice and procedure 

followed in the 

Town’s early years.

Reynolds’ nomina

tion by his fellow 

citizens was extraor

dinary because these 

Town meetings were 

historically domi

nated and controlled 

by white male Con

servatives or Dc-
Darden’s grave

(Continued on page 10)

William Riley meeting George

I (William Riley) 

made contact with

George Eastman almost 

thirty years after the
j j

death ol one of my closest 

friends Mathew Brady.
•s

His memory and his vi

sion o! photography were 

still alive in many of the 

hearts ol the young men

that would follow in his 

footsteps of photo jour

nalism. I knew that Mr. 

Brady and Mr. Eastman 

were more than just pass

ing acquaintances. They 

had both known 

each other for twenty 

years. 1 made contact
j
with George Eastman to

Eastman

get a first hand report on 

that relationship. Instead I 

came away with the foun

dation of building a new 

friendship in my 

walk through life.

1 received my
J

invitation to visit the 

Oak Lodge near En-

(Continued on page 5)
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SINGULAR FATALITY.

Wc iegret to stato, that Mr, F.li Parker, of 

UiL cmmtji'. received a severe. Iienfttig; about 

live weeks stnee. A few (Java aflerwartb he 

was attacked with a disease 01 the head, term- 

cd liy some St, Anthony’* Urn, anti by others* 

the black tongue; <m the seventeenth day from 

the time he received the beating he died! Mr, 

Parker lived with Mr. James Kliinor, about 3 

miles from this jibce; am! Mrs. Ellhior, in at. 

tending tipon Mr. Parker, unbilled the disease 

in u small scratch cm her Jiuud, hern mi iiillain. 

ed, and in a few days she died. Mr. Edward 

(J. Thompson, a shoemaker, wor king Kir Mr. 

l-JHnor, attended upn Mr. Parker, and shurtly 

after Ids desgli he was attacked with a disease 

and died in a few days. During the itdlniiima. 

ftaii of Mrs. Eos, arm, Mr, E’s. shaving brush 

was ttsed to put some ointment on it, and after. 

«’ards he used the brush ttl sltaving himself— 

his ticek and brad inflamed, and in a few day* 

ha died. The wife of Mr. Benjamin Anders-on 

vidmd Mrs. Ellinor—she took the disease, and 

now lies tbinger,ui*Sy ill; her husband and four 

or live chthlron are also ill with the tame di*- 

eate. Tlic wife nf Mr. Parker, Mr. Jasinh EL 

linor, and several other persons, white and col

ored, have Iceen attacked with the same disease, 

but are recovering, Mr. Thompson died in

this place, which is the only cate we have had 

here.

These sudden deaths have spread consterna

tion through the surrounding country; but us it 

is conlidenlfy believed that this fatal disease 

h™ been fcrregi^&we trust the alann will toon

^Fre&s.

This article appeared on page 2 of 

the Carolina Watchman, Salisbury, NC 

on February 1845

and submitted by TRCGS Member Danny Bunn
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The Passing of

Some years ago the 

Franklin Times listed the 

Stallings Milling Com

pany as the oldest con

tinuous operated business 

in Franklin County, NC. It 

was owned and operated 

by four generations of the 

Hilliard Stallings family 

•who started the business in 

the 1830s. The era came 

to an end with the passing 

of William (Bill) Hil

liard Stallings, Jr. age 

81, of Louisburg, NC on 

December 28, 2010. Wil

liam Hilliard Stallings, Jr., 

spent his entire life in and 

about Cedar Rock; Bill 

was friend of and did busi

ness with his Cedar Rock 

neighbors and with their 

parents and their children. 

As did his father, William; 

his grandfather, Hay

ward; his great grandfa

ther, John Monroe; and 

his great, great grandfa

ther, Hilliard. The mill 

had its principal focus on 

grain milling, cotton gin

ning and lumber. Bill’s 

uncle, Charlie operated 

the grain and cotton busi

nesses and Bill’s father 

William H. Stallings 

Sr., operated the lumber 

business. After Char

lie's death, Bill continued 

the grain and cotton opera

tions. After cotton ceased, 

for a time, to be produced 

in the area, grain was his 

main focus until succeeded

an Era

by his trucking service.

Bill was the oldest 

child of William and Mary 

(Egerton) Stallings. He 

was brother to Bettie, 

Anne, and Gilbert 

Stallings. From Bill’s 

marriage to Lillie 

Mae, their two children, 

George and 

Phyllis, brought great 

happiness to him. The 

tragic early death of Phyllis 

was understandably 

hard for him, as was the 

death of his sister Anne.

Bill was very proud of 

George, his daughter-in

law Becky and his grand

son Kevin and his wife, 

Lanette. Bill en

joyed closeness to them as 

father and grandfather and 

as nearby neighbors. Later 

Bill's marriage to Mildred 

was the central framework 

of his life for three dec

ades. Together, they saw 

many good times. Mil

dred's three daughters, 

Terri, Karen and 

Christy, provided added 

joy to the both of them and 

a whole lot of fun when 

they were all got together.

Bill had life-long 

and greatly valued his 

friendships with colleagues 

who worked with him at 

the Mill. Gilbert 

Stallings spoke in his 

eulogy about his recollec

tions of Bill as an older

brother who was already 

engaged in his life's work 

when he was a child, espe

cially his presence in his 

early memories of the Mill. 

“In doing so, I must ac

knowledge his typical 

"older brother" workplace 

generosity. He readily 

shared his work with me, 

whether it was loading or 

unloading trucks or filling 

meal and flour sacks, and 

he always provided imme

diate guidance, whatever 

the task. Even better, he 

let me ride with him in the 

Mill truck as 

wc delivered corn meal, 

flour and animal feeds to 

stores in Louisburg, Hen

derson, Warrenton, Roa

noke Rapids, Halifax and 

other nearby areas.

While he capably 

handled his administrative 

responsibilities in running 

the Mill and his later truck

ing business, Bill seemed to 

find special satisfaction in 

working with the Mill ma

chinery. In fact, he was 

very capable with anything 

mechanical and very confi

dent in his ability to fix 

things. One example of 

that confident mechanical 

capability often comes to 

mind. Some years ago, 

when he just bought his 

first airplane, a 2-scater 

Cessna 150, Bill and Lillie

(Continued on page 4)
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Nash County

A gold bar weigh

ing four pounds, worth 

between $800 and $900, 

Nash county gold is on ex

hibition at the Planters’ 

Bank in Rocky Mount.

It is the product of 

a six days run of the Mann 

-Arrington gold mill 

operated by Messrs. 

Campbell & Lyon, of 

Argo, Nash Co.

The Eastern Appa

lachian gold belt is on the 

eve of a great movement, 

and the eyes of the world

Gold

will soon be opened to the 

wonderful richness of the 

East Carolina mines. Some 

of the best gold minds of 

the world are to be found 

within twenty-five miles of 

Rocky Mount, and gold 

mining is expected to be

come a mammoth industry 

in this section.

Within a week the 

Culpeper mine has de

veloped a new vein eight

een inches in width, and 

fine gold is visible in nearly 

every piece of ore ex

tracted. These rich veins

(Continuedfrom page 3)

Mac made a visit to see me 

at my then home in Vir

ginia. After a safe arrival at 

the local general aviation 

airport, which was sur

rounded by high-rise apart

ment buildings, he told me 

that there was a problem 

with the plane's brakes. He 

would later own three air

planes.

It being a Sunday, 

there were no mechanics 

around. Bill, however, 

found some tools and 

quickly set to work. When 

it came time to leave, he 

took off without any prob

lem and safely landed again 

at the Louisburg Airport. 

Bill had the qualities that 

one would want in a

brother. He worked hard 

throughout his life to serve 

his customers and to pro

vide for his family. He 

cared about us and I can say 

with confidence that he had 

our best interests at heart. I 

am sure that others also 

have valued recollections of 

Bill as family member 

and as friend.

Bill was also de

voted to his many cousins, 

nieces and nephews and the 

next generation of our fam

ily. My sons and their cous

ins remember how much 

they enjoyed time with 

him at the Mill, at home 

and even up in his airplane. 

My grandchildren remem

ber Uncle Bill and the 

many rides with him on his 

"tractor" with Uncle Bill

make the properties a veri

table mineral farm, whose 

owners arc Mrs. B. H.

Bunn, W. A. Campbell, 

and W. Lyon.

Work is being rap

idly pushed and gold bricks 

will soon become an ordi

nary spectacle. North 

Carolina will always be at 

the head of the list. All she 

needs is development.

Article appeared in the May 1,

1899 issue of the Virginia-Pilot, 

Norfolk, VA and was submitted 

by TRCGS Member Danny Bunn

insisting that the children 

steer the riding 

mower. One had only to 

see and hear their reactions 

to appreciate the thrill that 

this provided. It also left 

some strange patterns in 

the yard.

The outpouring of 

concern over his worsening 

condition and the expres

sions of community grief at 

his death have provided 

loving testimony to how 

much he will be missed by 

his family and friends. So to 

all who share this loss, let 

us also carry forward won

derful memories of one 

who enhanced our lives.”

Submitted by TRCGS member 

Callie J. Stallings
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field, NC in the spring of 

1.923. This was 

his precious retreat 3,000 

acres of virtually un

touched Eastern NC that he 

used as his hunting lodge. 

We were there for a two- 

vveck stay. He alwavs had
* J

his niece and her husband

Ellen and George Dry-

den stay with him. The 
✓

Drydcn's, the innkeeper 

Frank McCombers and 

myself were the guests.
J o

We left Rochester • 

at night in Mr. Eastman's
o

flower filled private train 

car. He hires this car since 

he never owned a private 

car. There was a servant on 

duty that served the meals. 

On a long wait in the Capi

tal city of Washington Mr. 

Young disembarked the 

train and returned with 

such delicacies as lobsters 

and oysters when he re

boarded. On the train ride 

south George and 1 took 

turns in exercising his dog 

"Mike" whom he had 

brought along for quail 

hunting.

Oak Lodge was a 

very simple place. From a 

recessed porch one entered 

a large square room, 

with a large open fireplace 

opposite the door. This 

was the living room, from 

this two bedrooms with 

bath between opened on 

each side. The women

15, Issue 3

lived on the left side and 

the men on the right, 

rhese rooms were heated 

at night by a drum stove. It 

was most luxurious to be 

roused by a slow moving
■' o

woman named Julia she 

was Frank's wife. She 

made up the fires and a 

little later when the rooms 

warmed up she, brought 

each of us out a small cup 

of hot coffee. She adjusted 

the drafts of the stoves and 

wc all retired to bed. We 

all hopped out of bed and 

dressed - Mr. Eastman suf

fered no tardiness at meals. 

If anyone was late he would 

knock on the door and in

form them the meal was 

getting cold. Breakfast was 

always a Icisurelv and de

lightful meal. The coffee 

was kept hot by the big 

lire. Katharine a lovely 

cook from the house in 

Rochester brought in an 

endless supply of hot cakes 

and sausages prepared by 

her. When I asked George 

about Katharine I was told 

she always accompanied 

him to these lodge visits. 

The kitchen and the quar

ters for the servants were 

divided from the main 

rooms of the lodge by 

a cross hall, on the walls of 

which hung all sorts of 

tools. Each had its own 

particular nail or hook. To 

make sure that each article 

was returned to its exact 

position Mr. Eastman had

drawn the outline in a blue 

pencil. He was most or

derly. Although 1 did not 

shoot l always went along 

for the quail hunting. The 

Drydcn's and Mr. Eastman
j

rode horseback. As for me 

I waited till Mr. Eastman's 

return and he and I drove a 

little Irish gig all over the 

estate. Wc went right over 

the fields. It was on this 

ride and subsequent walk 

when we let the little horse 

rest that we took our walk 

through the sweet smelling 

pine trees that George 

called them his "Cathedral 

Woods". Then he told me 

of his childhood, his boy

hood, and how after his 

father's death his mother 

had opened a boarding 

house on Washington 

Street. How he hated to 

have his mother work so 

hard, cooking and making 

other people's bed's. How 

young he was when he real

ized he must make money. 

We talked about his be

coming interested in pho

tography and how his 

mother made it possible for 

him to work in the kitchen 

Experimenting. Upon our 

return to Oak Lodge, even 

the rain did not cancel his 

picnics. The overseer and 

one of his many offspring 

would put a tarpaulin over 

the place Mr. Eastman had 

selected for the picnic.

They would set up chairs 

and tables they would build
j

Page 5

George Eastman

and light a lire so that by 

the time

wc arrived the stage was 

set. There was always a 

fine bed of coals for cook

ing. Some of the 

nicest picnics were in the 

mid-afternoon rain. Re

turning to the lodge and 

after supper in the 

early evening when it is 

still warm and not that 

cool the house party 

would take a stroll in the 

moonlight through the 

North Carolina pines. On 

one of these walks George
o

told me about the 

time that something went 

wrong with the emulsion 

and his whole output of 

film had to be recalled.

He was desperate and 

would have been ruined 

but for a boarder in the 

house who was interested 

in the future of Eastman's 

business. The boarder's 

name was Henry 

Strong. This all but dire 

experiencc conv i nccd

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continuedfrom page 5)

George that a perfect 

emulsion and other exact

ing details of the 

undertaking required the 

services of highly trained 

scientists in his company. 

Thus began his interest in 

M.I.T. and other universi

ties. His anonymous gift to 

that institution began his 

love of education. He 

talked about opening up a 

school in eastern North 

Carolina near Oak Lodge. 

At the Oak lodge once 

again we retired to bed we 

awoke to music. This was a 

luxury few could 

afford... It meant more than 

that to my friend George. 

On our last Saturday he 

took us all to the projection 

room in the attic of the 

lodge here we got the op

portunity to see and hear 

his wonderful new toy. He 

needed music, it did some

thing for him. He felt that 

everyone should be ex

posed to good music. I was 

very curious when we took 

to our adventitious dailv
j

walks and witnessed 

George tried so hard to 

whistle. There is no ques

tion that he was tone deaf. 

However he loved his mu

sic. As a young boy he told 

me he tried to learn how to 

play the flute but he gave 

it up very early after his 

starting to play. With the 

lodge adapted to play the 

new electrically run 

phonographs that could 

play records that were 

available. This became his 

newest philanthropic 

avenue. He established the 

orchestra that gave special 

concerts in the early days 

of the Eastman Theater 

that he built next to his 

home in Rochester. His 

idea was to give people the 

opportunity to hear good

music so they would learn 
✓

to like it and demand it.

We returned to New York 

State by rail and wc parted 

when the train entered 

New York City. I never 

had the pleasure of meeting 

him again. However after 

those two wonderful weeks 

I now understood how my
j

friend Mr. Brady and 

George became such good 

friends, they had so much
j

in common in life and in 

their hearts.

This story was told by 

our guest speaker, 

Wayne Richie, at the 

July 19th meeting of 

Tar River Connections 

Genealogy Meeting. A 

special thanks to Mr. 

Richie for his time and 

the wonderful story 

told in first person 

form.

Establishment of Rocky Mount Academy

CHAPTER LXXVI.

An act to establish 

Rocky Mount Academy, in 

the county of Nash, and to 

incorporate the trustees 

thereof.

“Be it enacted by the 

General Assembly of the 

State of North Carolina, 

and it is hereby enacted by 

the authority of the same,

That Jesse H. Drake, 

Joel Battle, Bennett 

Bunn, Edwin Sumner, 

Redmond Bunn, Wil

liam Dozier and Doctor 

Timothy Tyrrell, and 

their successors, be, and 

they are hereby declared to 

be a body politic and cor

porate, to be known and 

distinguished by the name 

of the Trustees of the

Rocky Mount Acad

emy”.

—1828

Source: Page 54, Laws of North 

Carolina (Acts passed by the 

General Assembly at the 1828

29 Session), and now shown on 

the N.C. Digital Collection web

site at the State Library in Ra

leigh. Submitted by TRCGS 

Member Danny Bunn.
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Thomas H. Griffin

T.H. Griffin was born on 

October 15, 1824 in North 

Carolina as were his parents 

and four brothers and sisters. 

He was married twice. First, 

he married Joanna Tre- 

vathan (1834-1853), daugh

ter of Dempsey (1804

1875) and Mary E. (Sory) 

Trevathan, on December 

14, 1852. Joanna died less 

than a year later on Novem

ber 17, 1853.

Mr. Griffin served as 

a second lieutenant in the 

Confederate Army in Com

pany K of the 15th N.C. 

Regiment under Captain 

Gray W. Hammond. He 

was wounded on April 16, 

1862, at Lee’s Mill, Vir

ginia, and would later resign 

his commission due to com

plications from his wound.

His second marriage 

was to Mary E. Daughtry 

(1840-1919), daughter of 

Priscilla Horn (1805-1880) 

and Reddin Daughtry 

(1807-1880), on January 2, 

1866. On August 3, 1874, 

T.H. Griffin was appointed 

guardian of Harriet Griffin, 

minor child of his first wife.

He and Mary had four chil

dren: Mattie, Henry, Wil

liam and Alice. After Grif

fin’s death in 1895, Mary 

married Willis Curl.

He returned to 

Rocky Mount after his service 

and was listed in the 1870 

census as a farmer with prop

erty valued at $ 16,000. He 

had a labor contract with one 

Negro man, possibly a former 

slave, in 1866-1867. In 

1872, Branson’s Business Direc

tory listed him in the cotton 

and fertilizer business, living 

on the Edgecombe County 

side of Rocky Mount. He 

acted as an agent for the Wil

cox, Gibbs & Company 

fertilizers and guano. Griffin 

owned considerable property 

both inside and outside of the 

Town, including a large tract 

on North Church Street 

(which was his wife’s dowry) 

and near the old depot on the 

west side of Main Street in 

1871, prior to the adjustment 

of the Edgccombc-Nash 

County line. In the 1890 

edition ol Branson’s Business 

Directory, Griffin is listed as a 

prominent farmer in both

counties. He served numer

ous terms on the Town Com

mission until 1879.

T.H. Griffin died on 

April 3, 1895, and was buried 

in Pineview, Section 4, Row 

A, Lot 4.

-P

Series: Biographical Sketches 

of the Original Commission

ers of the Town of Rocky 

Mount, as appointed by the 

NC Legislature in the Act of 

Incorporation of the Town of 

Rocky Mount dated February 

19, 1867 by TRCGS Member 

Stephen W. Raper. October 

2010. Because Town records 

between 1867 and 1881 have 

not survived, information 

regarding the service of these 

elected officials in Town posi

tions is incomplete for these 

years. The author has at

tempted to include in the 

sketches only such informa

tion considered reliable from 

other sources.

Something about Babies

—Great care should be 

given that children arc not 

fed with milk that has been 

turned by a thunder-storm.

—Probably 9 out of 10 

children who die of croup 

might be saved by applica

tion of roast onions, 

mashed, laid upon a folded

napkin, and goose-oil, 

sweet-oil, or even lard, 

poured on and applied as 

warm as can be borne com

fortably to the throat and 

upper part of the chest.

—let nature wake chil

dren; she will not do it 

prematurely. Take care

they go to bed at an early 

hour—let it be earlier and 

earlier, until it is found that 

they wake up themselves in 

lull time to dress for break

fast.

Source: The Dixie Cook-Book 

1885

cr
0
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Stallings Family of Franklin County, NC

The story of the Stallings 

Family of Franklin County, 

NC is thought to have be

gun with the arrival of 

Nicholas Stallings, a 

fifteen year old headright 

imported the first time by 

William Swan along with 

23 others to James City 

County, Virginia on 

November 5, 1635 and he 

was again imported in 

1638. On February 15, 

1655, William Wright 

imported 45 persons as 

headlights, including 

Nicholas Stallings and wife 

to Nansemond County VA. 

Nicholas Stallings was again 

imported for the fourth 

time as a headright in 1663 

although it could have been 

his son. Little is known of 

Nicholas Stallings prior to 

his arrival in Virginia. 

Nicholas and his wife had 

three sons Nicholas Jr., 

John and Elias all of 

which were born in Upper 

Parish Nansemond County, 

VA. All the above is con

jecture for lack of docu

mentation.

All of Nicholas Sr., sons 

were living in the Orapcak 

area of Upper Parish Nan

semond, Virginia and on 

the quitrent rolls in 1704. 

Elias Stallings Sr., owned 

470, acres, Nicholas 

Stallings Jr., owned 965 

acres, John Stallings Sr., 

owned 250 acres, Rich

ard son of John Stallings

owned 165 acres, and Elias 

Stallings Jr., owned 250 

acres. Elias Stallings Sr., 

the first generation in this 

specific family history, and 

his brothers Nicholas Jr., 

and John, settled in the 

same area of Nansemond 

County, VA called 

Orapeak Swamp and 

Orapcak Creek, which is 

now in Gates County, NC.

Elias Stallings is thought 

to be the son of John 

• Stallings Sr., the son of 

Nicholas the immigrant 

born in Upper Parrish Nan

semond County, VA in 

1683, he and his wife 

Susannah had five sons 

born to them that survived 

and were living in Bertie 

Co., NC. They were 

John, Elias, Moses, 

Jesse and Josiah 

Stallings all arc listed in 

Elias Stallings will filed in 

Bertie County, March 1, 

1763. In Court Minutes, 

Bertie County, February 8, 

1742, Elias Stallings proved 

his hcadrights videlicet; 

Elias Stallings, Susannah 

Stallings, wife, Elias 

Stallings, Moses Stallings, 

Judah Stallings, Jesse 

Stallings, Josiah Stallings, 

Margaret Stallings, 

Susannah Stallings, whites 

and Sarah & Phillis, black 

indentured. They were 

likely in order of birth.

John Stallings was the 

first member of the

Stallings Family recorded 

in Granville County when 

on December 2, 1760 he 

received an Earl of Gran

ville grant of 604 acres in 

Granville Co. John 

Stallings of Granville Co., 

NC and Elias Stallings Jr., 

his father are mentioned in 

a Bertie County deed of 

sale dated March 13, 1756, 

this indicates that John 

Stallings was living in 

Granville County before 

this date. Court records 

indicate the warrant to sur

vey this land was issued in 

April 1757, but was not 

surveyed due to a civil dis

turbance. The dissatisfac

tion with Lord Granville’s 

corrupt agents in the 

#1750’s had reached the 

breaking point. His cor

rupt agent’s extortionate 

demands for a fee to simply 

apply for a land grant, and 

more extortionate fees to 

survey land warrants and 

register titles would led to 

civil rebellion and lawless 

behavior.

The citizens having re

ceived no redress of griev

ance from the Assembly 

finally took matters into 

there own hands when they 

seized Francis Corbin, 

Lord Granville’s principal 

agent, took him to Edge

combe County from Edcn- 

ton and compelled him to 

give bond for returning the 

exorbitant fees that he had

collected. Law enforce

ment officials at that time 

were virtually powerless 

when large segments of the 

population were arrayed 

against them. Out of fear of 

lawlessness, Lord Granville’ 

agents simply were unable 

to do the land surveys and 

other work necessary to 

issue land titles. The birth 

of the Regulator movement 

in Colonial, North Carolina 

was a precursor of the revo

lutionary spirit that would 

change the world. This area 

would later become Frank

lin County. John Stallings 

served as a Lieutenant in the 

Bute (Franklin) County Mi

litia during the Revolution

ary War. There is no record 

of any children of John 

Stallings and his wife Mary 

and it is assumed they were 

childless. There is no record 

of his signing the oath of 

allegiances and it is assumed 

he may have died before 

1788. John Stallings broth

ers Elias, Jesse, Moses and 

their families would follow 

•their elder brother to St. 

Johns Parrish, Granville 

County which would be

come Franklin County.

Elias Stallings Jr. is named 

as a joiner, in a August 12, 

1762, Granville Co., deed, 

John Rackley to Thomas 

Persons £30 for 339 acres 

on North side Sycamore 

Swamp on Tar River at 

Elias Stallings line. On

(Continued on page 9)
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April 12, 1763, in a Gran

ville Co., deed, Saul 

Rackley to Elias Stallings 

for £60 some 279 acres on 

North side of Tar River 

granted April 1753 by the 

Earl of Granville. Wit: 

William Williford and 

William Edwards. On 

January 17, 1769, in a Bute 

Co., deed, Thomas Nor

fleet of Nansemond Co., 

VA to Elias Stallings 

Planter of Bute Co., £20 

proclamation money for 

150 acres in St. Johns Par

ish, Bute Co. on the 

Branches of Buffalo 

Swamp, a,dj. to Rackley 

and Brinkley, part of a Earl 

of Granville grant on 

March 14, 1760 to James 

Denby. Elias married 

Nancy Ann Riddick in 

Bertie County, NC about 

1746 both made there wills 

in Franklin County NC. 

There children were 

Shadrach, Meshack, 

Reddick, Elijah, Elisha, 

Mary wife of John 

Moody, Penelope wife 

of William May, Delilah 

wife of Stephen Wil

liams, Winney wife of 

Thomas Burns, Keren- 

happuch (Happy) wife 

of Merritt Stone, and 

Mortilly wife of 

Langston B. Gordon. 

Shadrach and Mcshack 

Stallings moved to Duplin 

Co., NC both active in the 

Revolutionary War.

Jesse Stallings is named in 

a May 7, 1762, Granville 

Co., deed John Anthony 

to Jesse Stallings for £22 

for 383 acres on Long 

Branch on William Sim

mons line on Butts line, 

.Moody’s line, granted to 

Anthony on May 29, 1761 

by the Earl of Granville. 

Witness: Henry Bonner, 

John Cook, Harman 

Holliman, Ben Cook 

and signed by John and 

Patience Anthony. On 

27 November 1767, in a 

Bute Co., deed Jesse 

Stallings sold to William 

Simmons, 42 acres in 

Bute Co., on the North 

side Long Branch adjoining 

Butts and Simmons part of 

the same tract bought from 

John Anthony original pat

ented 29 July 1761 and 

registered 26 February 

1773. In Bute County 

Court Minutes dated No

vember 1768, in a petition 

of jurors, Jesse Stallings 

among those named.

Jesse Stallings and his wife 

whose name is unknown 

children were Jesse Jr., 

Marianna wife of John 

McLean, Malachi, 

Elizabeth wife of John 

Stallings, and Palasiah 

(Sicr) Stallings they moved 

to Georgia sofrictimc after 

1769. Jesse Jr. and Malachi 

Stallings were both active 

in the Revolutionary War.

Moses Stallings moved his 

family from Bertie Co., to 

Granville (now Franklin)

Co., where he lived with 

his brother Jesse Stallings 

on land he later purchased 

and is recorded in a Bute 

County deed dated May 9, 

1767 when he purchased 

308 acres from his brother 

Jesse Stallings. Moses 

Stallings Sr. died in Nash 

Co., NC on October 18, 

1794, intestate..He is listed 

on the Bertie Co., tax rolls 

1757 and Bute Co., tax 

rolls 1766. He sold his 

holdings in Bertie Co., NC 

in 1765 and moved with his 

brothers to Bute, now 

Franklin Co. NC. Moses 

Stallings and his wife had 

seven children mention in 

his estate records they 

were John, James, Milly 

wife of John Jackson, 

Wright, Josiah, Reu

ben, Judith wife of 

Joshua Gay and Moses 

Stallings Jr. Moses 

Stallings Jr., served in the 

Revolutionary War.

Josiah Stallings the 

youngest of the brothers 

remained in Bertie County, 

NC where he made his will 

May 14, 1772. He is listed 

on the Bertie Co. tax roll 

1757, and was appointed 

Constable in 1768. He 

married Mary Standley, 

(daughter of Jonathan 

Standley Sr.) on October 

31, 1766 from this mar

riage he had two children, 

Bettie Stallings she mar

ried John Belote Jr. and 

John Stallings married 

Betsy Jenkins.

The John Stallings, of 

Stallings Cross Road, 

Cedar Rock purchased 371 

acres on Peach Tree 

Creek in Franklin County, 

NC from his father, Moses 

Stallings on March 3, 1793. 

Moses Stallings having pur

chased 320 acres on Peach 

Tree Creek from Jess and 

Jane Randolph, and 300 

acres on Peach Tree Creek 

from William Denson.

This John Stallings is the 

name-sake of Stallings 

Crossroad, Cedar Rock in 

Franklin County and is bur

ied in a plot behind where 

his house once stood, on 

his grave stone is written 

"John Stallings came from 

England in the 18th Cen

tury took this land under 

English Grant"; and now 

another myth can\bc laid to 

rest hopefully for all time.

In truth he was of the 

fourth generation of 

Stallings born in America. 

John Stallings married 

Betsy Unknown in Franklin 

Co., NC, there children 

were Irvin, David 

(Davis), Jane (Gincy) 

wife of Hartsfield Perry, 

Nancy wife of Thomas 

Cope, Bennett, Jacky 

wife of James Murphy 

Jr., Hilliard, and Mary 

(Polly) Stallings wife of 

James H. Upperman. 

Their descendants would 

migrate south and west.

My quest was to find other 

dcscendcnts of this family.

Submitted by TRCGS Member 

Jim Stallings
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mocrats, the staunchly con

servative political party 

prior to and shortly after 

the Civil War. In fact, the 

first five known mayors 

and 70% of the mayors 

elected during the first 

twenty years of Town his

tory were Confederate vet

erans, as were a substantial 

number of commissioners. 

Rocky Mount’s population 

in 1880 was only 522 per

sons of which about 50% 

were Black citizens. A cor

respondent of the Tarboro 

Southerner reported on 

March 26 (and printed on 

April 29) of Reynolds’ 

nomination but noted that 

an independent ticket 

would be put forth in the 

general election in May. 

Indeed it was, and Rey

nolds was badly defeated 

by Mr. Henry Dupree, 

who would later serve as 

mayor in 1881. The other 

four town nominated can

didates easily won election.

James Reynolds 

was a school teacher living 

in a boarding house on the 

Edgecombe County side of 

town. He was born in 

1846 in Halifax County to 

Daniel and Lucy Rey

nolds. He married Sa

bina Thorp (born 1858) 

of Nash County, daughter 

of Robert and Millie 

Thorp , on March 15,

1881 in a Baptist Church in

Rocky Mount. The Rey

nolds subsequently moved 

from the area and nothing 

is known of their lives after 

leaving Rocky Mount.

Board of Commis

sioners meeting minutes 

did not record candidates 

for election until 1895; 

thus, it is not known if and 

when other African- 

Americans ran for election 

before that time unless re

ported in other sources or 

newspaper accounts as was 

Reynolds’ candidacy. Wc 

do know that a year before 

Peter Darden was elected 

in 1897, Mr. William Lee 

Person ran unsuccessfully 

for the Town Board, re

ceiving only one vote. He 

was born in 1861 and be

came an active and vocal 

member of the Republican 

Party in Edgecombe 

County, living with his 

wife Rena and four chil

dren. He was engaged in 

several business pursuits 

including sales and insur

ance. In April 1900, Per

son was appointed post

master in Rocky Mount 

during the Republican ad

ministration of President 

William McKinley. 

Person was nominated on 

the Republican ticket in 

Edgecombe County for the 

North Carolina Senate in 

1892, but was not elected. 

He ran again in 1894 for 

the NC House but was 

again defeated in the elec

tion. Not given to accept 

defeat, Person was able to 

secure nomination for the 

State Senate from Edge

combe County soon after 

losing his bid for the Town 

Board in May 1896 and 

won the election in the fall 

as a part of the “Fusionist” 

statewide majority (an alli

ance of the Progressive and 

Republican parties). He 

served only one two-year 

term and was defeated in 

the election of 1898. He 

died between 1920 and 

1930.

Beginning in the 

early 1890’s African- 

Americans in Rocky Mount 

began to assume more ac

tive roles in the electoral 

process as voter registrars 

and poll takers. Charles 

E. Malone (a blacksmith 

for the railroad) was ap

pointed as a poll taker in 

1892. Henry H. Harvey 

(also a railroad employee) 

was appointed a poll taker 

as well.

Peter Darden’s 

election in 1897 was a re

sult of the political and so

cial objectives and legisla

tive actions of the Fusion- 

ists who gained control of 

the State Legislature in 

1894 and expanded that 

majority in 1896. In order 

to increase minority par

ticipation and representa

tion in federal, state and 

local government after the

Democrats regained con

trol following reconstruc

tion, the Fusionists passed a 

number of legislative re

forms including new laws 

that facilitated and enabled 

the election of African- 

American candidates for 

political office. One 

method employed by the' 

new legislative majority 

was to unilaterally and ar

bitrarily amend municipal 

charters to open the elec

tion process by creating or 

redrawing wards for mi

norities in towns with sig

nificant African-American 

populations. Rocky Mount 

was one of those communi

ties with split populations 

to have its charter amended 

by Raleigh in 1897 when 

Ward 5 was realigned to 

promote minority repre

sentation and assure the 

election of African- 

Americans to the Town 

Board. Candidates from 

each ward were to be 

elected by only the voters 

of each ward, not at large.

Darden received 

101 of 102 votes for com

missioner in May 1897 in 

Ward 5. Mr. G. W. 

Smithson received the 

only other vote. In 1898, 

he ran again and easily de

feated Mr. Louis L. Bat

tle (born March 3, 1865, 

died Septembers, 1919) 

who was an African-

(Continued on page 11)
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American, for the Ward 5 

scat. During his two terms 

Darden served on the im

portant street and light 

committees of the Board. 

He did not run for election 

in 1899.

Mr. Darden was 

born on December 8, 1841 

in Greene County. He 

later moved to Wayne 

County where he was em

ployed as a carpenter. He 

soon relocated to Rocky 

Mount and purchased 

property from the Wil

liam T. Gay estate (a for

mer Board member and 

Mayor) in 1874 and 1875. 

He married Edna Speight 

who was born on May 22, 

1851, daughter of 

Redman and Elizabeth 

Edwards Speight of 

Greene County.

The Dardens had 

three sons by 1881: Wal

ter, Johnnie and 

Westry, who died on 

January 15, 1910 from tu

berculosis. Walter relo

cated to Essex County, 

New Jersey in the early 

1900’s and raised his family 

there. Peter Darden was a 

successful carpenter and 

active in local affairs in

cluding his church. He was 

a founder of Mount Zion 

Baptist Church in the 

1870’s and later, along 

with Edna, helped establish

St. James Missionary 

Baptist Church in the

summer of 1885, serving as 

its first deacon. In May 

1892 Darden was named a 

Trustee of the new Cedar 

Hill Cemetery Associa

tion of Edgecombe 

County.

Edna Darden died 

on March 30, 1921. Peter 

died less than a year later 

on February 9, 1922 at age 

80 and is buried along side 

his wife in Unity Ceme

tery. As an aside, it 

should be noted that even 

though Mr. Darden was a 

founder of Cedar Hill 

Cemetery, he and Edna are 

buried in Unity Cemetery.

Running for the 

Ward 5 scat after Mr. Dar

den was Rev. Charles 

Edwin Spicer. He was 

born on November 8, 1868 

in Nash County, the son of 

James and Phylis Spicer. 

(His death certificate indi

cates his father was Charlie 

Spicer, Sr.). Rev. Spicer 

married Theodosia 

Helen Horne (born 

1875) of Nash County, 

daughter of Pompey and 

Harriet Dancy Horne, 

on June 1, 1898 in Rocky 

Mount. Mr. William Lee 

Person applied for the 

marriage license and was a 

witness on behalf of the 

couple.

The Spicers arc 

listed in the 1900 census as

having a one-year old son, 

Charles H. Spicer. They 

purchased a home at 703 

W. Thomas Street from L. 

F. Tillery in 1899 and ac

quired other properties 

during their lifetimes.

Rev. Spicer was also em

ployed as a painter and cir

culation manager for The 

Gazette (Raleigh, NC). 

Theodosia worked as a 

seamstress. They had four 

children, one of whom was 

Mrs. Louise Spicer 

Lassiter, a retired school 

teacher, who died in 1987 

in Rocky Mount. Charles 

and Theodosia maintained 

separate residences for a 

number of years, however. 

Beginning about 1925 until 

Theodosia’s death on 

March 19, 1954, Rev. 

Spicer lived at 907 W. 

Thomas Street with his 

sister Mamie Simpson, a 

widow who ran a boarding 

house according to city 

directories.

Rev. Spicer died 

on May 25, 1962 at the age 

of 94! Ironically, Rev. 

George W. Dudley (a 

future Rocky Mount City 

Council member from 

1972 to 1981) conducted 

the funeral service for Rev. 

Spicer at Mt. Zion Baptist 

Church with Hunter’s 

Funeral Home handling 

the arrangements. Both 

Rev. Spicer and his wife 

arc buried in Unity Ceme

tery. He served only one

term on the Town Board, 

1899-1900.

Succeeding Spicer 

in 1900 was Jerry Jasper 

Cooke. He was born on 

June 11, 1860 to Bryant 

and Dilcy Cooke of 

Franklin County. He mar

ried Maggie M. Malone 

(born 1865), daughter of 

Charles E. and Francis 

Malone, on April 14,

1886 in Franklin County, 

and they had two sons, 

Samanna J. (born 1888) 

and Charles E. (born 

1889, died 1914 in Rocky 

Mount). Mr. Cook was 

one of several local citizens 

who established and incor

porated the Unity Ceme

tery Association in March 

1901, and served as its 

president in 1902. He 

served only one term on 

the Town Board of Com

missioners from May 1900 

to May 1901.

Cooke purchased 

property on N. Pearl Street 

near Gay Street in 1904, 

near the Consumers Cot

ton Oil Company. He was 

employed as an insurance 

agent at the time. Some 

time prior to 1910 the 

Cooke family moved to 

New Bern and continued in 

the insurance business.

Mr. Cooke died of a cere

bral hemorrhage on June 

24, 1913 in New Bern and 

is buried in Greenwood

(Continued on page 12)
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Cemetery there. In 1915 

Maggie Cooke sold her 

interest in her property in 

Rocky Mount to her 

brother Mansfield 

Malone of Edgecombe 

County for $ 100.00. The 

1920 Federal Census re

cords Maggie living with 

her son and his family in 

New Bern where Samanna 

had taken over his father’s 

insurance business. By 

1926 Maggie had returned 

to Rocky Mount and ac

quired from Samanna his 

one-half interest in his fa

ther’s property on Pearl 

Street.

The last of the 

early African-American 

Town Commissioners won 

election for the Ward 5 

scat in May 1901. Mr. 

William Walters was 

born in Edgecombe County 

in May 1870, the son of 

Virgil (born 1827) and 

Charlotte (born 1828) 

Walters of Whitakers 

who were both South 

Carolina natives. William 

w'as married to Henrietta 

Jones (born 1872) of Nash 

County, daughter of Co

lumbus and Martha 

Jones, on December 23, 

1891 in Rocky Mount by a 

justice of the peace. Wil

liam was employed as a 

hotel porter. The Walters 

had five children. William 

died in Edgecombe County

at age 66 on September 24, 

1936 and is buried in 

Unity Cemetery along 

with his wife in a family 

plot. He served two terms 

on the Board of Commis

sioners but did not run 

again for office in 1903.

That year Mr. 

Robert R. Gay was 

elected from Ward 5 with 

no opposition. He would 

serve in that scat until 

1912. Rocky Mount’s 

1900 population was 2,937 

of which 1,507 or 51% 

were African-Americans. 

Beginning in the late 

1890’s and early 1900’s 

Rocky Mount and other 

cities in North Carolina and 

the South began to experi

ence the chilling effects of 

the white supremacy 

movement which would 

result in the imposition of 

impediments to minority 

(and poor white) participa

tion in local, state and fed

eral political processes and 

voting. Jim Crow laws 

were passed in the State 

beginning 1898 when the 

conservative Democrats 

won back control of the 

legislature from the Fusion

ists. Poll taxes, grandfa

ther clauses and literacy 

tests became the norm. In 

1900 the State Disfran

chisement Amendment was 

passed by statewide refer

endum. A poll tax was in

cluded in the charter of the 

Town of Rocky Mount

when it was amended in 

1899. In 1900 the Rocky 

Mount Board of Commis

sioners petitioned the Gen

eral Assembly to again 

amend its Charter to add 

one scat each in Wards 1,

2, 3 and 4 but not Ward 5. 

Also, the terms of all com

missioners were extended 

to two years except for the 

Ward 5 scat which re

mained a one year term.

As Democrats re

gained political control, the 

Fusionist initiatives were 

reversed, dismantled and 

replaced with expansive 

new laws and voting prac

tices which discouraged, if 

not excluded, African- 

Americans in the election 

process in many communi

ties for years to come. Not 

until the women’s suffrage 

movement would the po

litical franchise be ex

tended to some but not all 

citizens. It would be al

most 70 years from the end 

of William Walter’s 

term in 1903 until another 

African-American would 

be elected to the City 

Council in 1972. For the 

first time a woman, Mrs. 

Lynda Homes, would 

win a scat on the Council a 

year later in 1973.

The years 1897 

through 1903 in Rocky 

Mount were significant for 

a number of reasons, not 

the least of which was the 

election of four African-

The Connector

Americans to the Town 

Governing Board. During 

that period, the Town built 

a public water system, an 

electric generation plant 

and distribution system for 

all residents and its first 

sanitary sewer collection 

system and treatment 

plant. Streets and side

walks were built and 

paved. Town finances 

were sound and bonds for 

utilities, streets and schools 

were easily approved by 

public referendum. Police 

and fire departments were 

expanded and new public 

health measures helped 

protect citizens from dis

ease. Public cemeteries 

were established for white 

and black residents. The 

Town’s population would 

rapidly expand primarily 

because of the commercial 

vitality of the Emerson 

Railroad Shops and the 

tobacco business. Indeed, 

Rocky Mount experienced 

a period of growth and 

relative prosperity during 

this six year period.

Reference material 

and sources used for the 

research and writing of this 

monograph include: U.S. 

Federal Censuses; Rocky 

Mount City Directories; 

Tarboro Southerner; Edge

combe and Nash County 

estate records, deeds, 

death certificates and mar-

(Continued on page 13)
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Kyser Drug Company (1894-1955)

In 1909-08 (City 

Directory) Kyser Drugs 

was located at 103 NE 

Main Street in Rocky 

Mount, NC. The 1914-15 

City Directory shows 

Kyser Drug Company had 

moved to 135 SE Main 

Street.’Mr. Paul Bynum 

Kyser (1856-1937) was 

the President of the com

pany and they had the dis

tinction of having number 

‘ 1’ as their telephone num

ber in 1920. The Drug 

Company operated from 

1894 to May 3, 1955 when 

the present manager & 

Pharmacist, J. Stanley 

Pierce, announced the 

closing. Mrs. Emily 

Royster Howell Kyser, 

wife of Paul Kyser, (1864 

-1950) was the first woman 

registered pharmacist in 

NC. Her husband was le
gally blind so Mrs. ICyscr 

read the text books aloud 

to him so that he could pass 

the'exams. Their son, 

James Kerne Kyser 

(Kay), became a successful 

band leader and entertainer

Railroad Street in Rocky Mount was later named Main Street. The railroad divides 

Nash and Edgecombe counties. The Drug Company was on the Edgecombe side of

town.

%

known as the Professor of 

Musical Knowledge.

The Kyser’s home in 

Rocky Mount, NC was on 

Sunset Avenue in the sec

ond block going west 

across from the Battle 

home. Both homes have 

been torn down now. Sun

set Avenue started at the

railroad track.

The imprints of the Kyser 

family will long be remem

bered in Rocky Mount.

Submitted by TRCGS Member 

Billie Jo Matthews

(Continuedjrom page 12)

riage licenses; History of 

Edgecombe County by J.

Kelly Turner and John L. 

Bridgcrs, Jr., Raleigh, NC, 

1920; and Town of Rocky

Mount Board of Commis

sioners meeting minutes.

Unfortunately, no photo

graphs of these early pio

neers have been located to 

date. Photographs of the

Darden and Walters graves 

in Unity cemetery were 

taken by Paul Blount on 

March 9, 2011. Submit

ted by TRCGS Member 

Stephen W. Raper. Writ

ten March 2011
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The Fountain family marker in 

Queen Anne Cemetery is a 

reminder of the town’s history

The tablet at the base of James 

Stanton’s tombstone verifies 

that Stantonsburg is named for 

him.

What’s In A Name? a lot of history

Have you ever wondered 

how a town got its name? The 

Daily Times circulation area is 

filled with towns that have 

interesting names.

Sometimes the railroad 

literally put the town on the 

map. These towns were often 

named for railroad officials. 

Other towns were named for 

prominent citizens. In some 

cases, towns were named for 

natural features—a nearby 

stream, or even a prevalent 

type of tree. There’s a story 

behind every town name.

Bailey

This Nash County town 

was settled in about 1860 as 

the only town in Bailey 

Township, according to Jack 

Farmer, they mayor of Bai

ley. The town was incorpo

rated in 1908 at Baileys. 

Sometime later the “s” was 

dropped from the name.

“Both the town and the town

ship were named for Wil

liam Joseph Bailey,” 

Farmer said. “Originally it 

was thought the town would 

develop about two miles west 

of where the town is today, at 

the home place of William 

Joseph Bailey,” he said. Civil 

War soldiers mustered there 

on what was called Bailey’s 

Muster Ground. That site, 

now farmland, is near the 

present Camp Charles Boy 

Scout Camp.

“The reason Bailey is where 

it is today is that the site was 

chosen around 1906 as a de

pot for the Norfolk and 

Southern Railroad, which 

was then call the Pamlico to 

Raleigh Railroad,” Farmer 

said. “My grandfather, Jo- ' 

seph Daniel Farmer, gave 

right-of-way land from his 

farm to the railroad.”

Black Creek

“Black Creek was named 

for the creek just outside the 

town limits,” said Janie Ay- 

cock, town clerk.

The wills of early landown

ers Robert Simms and Ar

thur Bardin refer to the 

creek in designating bequests 

of land, according to “Black 

Creek: The First One Flundred 

Years.”

First settled in 1779, the 

town became a station on the 

Wilmington and Raleigh 

Railroad (later the Wil

mington and Weldon 

Railroad) in 1839. In 1840 a 

post office was established at 

Bardin’s Depot, the settle

ment that was to become 

known as Black Creek.

Black Creek was incorpo

rated in 1870, Ms. Aycock 

said.

Dr. Frank L. Eagles, 

president of Wilson Tech

nical Community Col

lege, carries the history of 

Crisp in his head. His ances

tors settled the small Edge

combe County community.

“My great-great grandfa

ther, Levin Eagles, married 

an Edwards from Old 

Sparta on the Tar River.” 

Eagles said. “Their son, 

Richard Tilghman Eagles, 

married Penelope Eason, 

the grand-daughter of Major 

James Scarborough.”

The newlyweds moved to 

an Eason family farm located 

in the area now known as 

Crisp.

“Until the late 1800s, the 

area was known as Eagles’ 

Crossroads,” Eagles said. 

When a post office was estab

lished in R. T. Eagles’ store 

around 1895, postal officials 

would not accept the Eagles 

name because other towns 

had similar names. “The obvi

ous alternative was Crisp, as 

several other residents there 

were named Crisp,” Eagles 

said.

For many years, there were 

business and family connec

tions between the Crisp and 

Eagles families. “Richard 

Tilghman Eagles sister 

married a Crisp,” he said.

Elm City

The town was first known 

as Toisnot when it was in

corporated in 1873. Toisnot 

supplanted Joyner’s, a rail

road town that was estab

lished in 1839 on the Wil

mington and Weldon 

Railroad line. Joyner’s in

corporated in 1870, but dc-

(Continued on page 15)
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dined a short time later when 

Toisnot was established 

nearby. Toisnot became Elm 

City in 1891. Town leaders 

must have felt ambivalent 

about the Elm City name be

cause the town was renamed 

Toisnot in 1895. Since 1913 

the town has been known as 

Elm City.

“The town was full of elm 

trees when I was a little boy,” 

said George Tyson, 79, a 

life-long resident and mayor 

for many years. “There arc a 

few elm trees now, but not 

like there were then.

Eureka

This Wayne County town 

was established in 1879 as 

Saul’s Cross Roads. “When 

the postal officials established 

the post office here, they 

could not get Saul’s Cross 

Roads on the cancellation 

stamp.” said Myrtie Sauls, 

town clerk.

The postal officials said the 

town would have to be re

named. The story goes that a 

lot of men where around the 

country store talking about 

the name change. There was 

a gentleman who was teach

ing school here at the time.

All of a sudden he said, 

“eureka! I found it.” And 

that’s the way Eureka got its 

name,” she said. She did not 

know the school teacher’s 

name.

The name was changed to 

Eureka in 1901 when the 

town was incorporated.
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Farmville

The Farmville area, then 

known as New Town, was 

settled about 1850. This Pitt 

County town was incorpo

rated in 1872 as Farmville. 

The rural town was named 

for the productive farm land 

that surrounds it. “The name 

Farmville was chosen because 

it was a community of farm

ers and all its undertakings 

and activities were farm re

lated,” said Sandra Holt, 

reading from Farmville s 100th 

anniversary book. Ms. Holt is 

secretary of the Farmville 

Chamber of Commerce.

Fountain

The community was origi

nally known as Reba, who 

was the sister of Henry 

Clark Bridgers, founder of 

the East Carolina Railway. 

The town was incorporated as 

Fountain in 1903.

“The town is named for 

Robert Almon Fountain, 

one of the first merchants in 

town,” said Mary Carolyn 

Smith, who has lived in 

Fountain all her 69 years. “He 

was instrumental in building 

Fountain Presbyterian 

Church and he was very 

much a supporter of the 

town.” Fountain, who was 

only 25 years old when the 

town was named for him, 

died in 1962.

Fremont

This area, known in the 

early days as Narhantes and

Torhunta, was already set

tled by 1830. These names 

were apparently combined to 

produce Nahunta. The 

Wayne County town of 

Nahunta was incorporated in 

1867.

In 1869, the town was re

named Fremont, in honor of 

Col. S. L. Fremont. Fre

mont was the chief engineer 

on the Wilmington and 

Weldon Railroad, according 

to Gary Davis, town admin

istrator. “Our tax district is 

still called Nahunta,” Davis 

said.

Kenly

Kcnly was settled about 

1875 and incorporated in 

1887. The town is located at 

a dogleg in the Johnson- 

Wilson County line. Except 

for a small northeastern por

tion of the town, all of Kcnly 

lies in Johnston County.

The name honors John 

Reese Kenly, an official of 

the Wilmington and Weldon 

Railway. Although he did not 

live in the area, the official 

endeared himself to local 

residents while he was negoti

ating the purchase of railroad 

right-of-way land, according 

to Diane Bailey. Ms. Bailey, 

who runs the Kcnly Library, 

took her information from a 

history of Kcnly written by 

Suzanne Bailey.

When the town incorpo

rated, the residents chose to 

name it in honor of the 40- 

ycar-old native of Baltimore.
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Lucama

Lucama was known as Lu

cas’s Crossroads. Tradition 

says the town was named aboul 

1883 by Josephus Daniels, 

the editor of The Wilson Ad

vance. In naming the town, 

Daniels honored three friends, 

LUcy, CArrie and MAry 

Borden, said Helen Simp

son, wife of Mayor Daryl 

Simpson. “I have also heard 

that Lucama is the name of a 

tropical fruit”, Mrs. Simpson 

said. She wrote the history of 

Lucama for inclusion in the 

History of Wilson County.

The town was incorporated 

in 1889 she said.

Macclesfield

“The town was incorpo

rated in 1901,” said Shirley 

Bass, town clerk. “It is named 

for Macclesfield, England.”

An Episcopal priest came 

here from England and named 

the town. He laid the town of! 

exactly like an English town, 

with corner lots designated as 

flower gardens. Right in the 

center of town wc had a band

stand. As children wc used to 

love to play in it,” said De- 

lanie Webb, a native of Mac

clesfield.

Micro

Micro means small or little. 

With a population of about 

500, this Johnston County 

town is well-suited to its 

name. The town was settled

(Continued on page /6,
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about 1890, and incorporated 

in 1899 under the name 

Jerome. Originally named 

for a local man, Jerome 

Creech, the name was 

changed in 1905 to avoid con

fusion with the Jerome com

munity in Bladen County. “It 

was originally called Jerome, 

but there were two Jeromes 

in North Carolina,” said Ar

thur Ray Creech, water 

and sewer superintendent. 

“My grandparents ran the post 

office at that time. My under

standing is that the Micro 

name was given by the post 

office,” Creech said.

Middlesex

Middlesex, a Nash County 

town, was incorporated in 

1908. One legend says the 

town is named for the English 

city of Middlesex. Another 

explanation bases the name 

on the town’s geographic 

location. “I’ve heard it was 

named Middlesex because it 

wras halfway between Raleigh 

and Wilson,” said Mayor 

Harvey Lewis. “I’ve heard it 

both ways,” he said of the two 

name sources.

Nashville

Nashville, the Nash 

County scat, was incorpo

rated in 1815. Nash County 

was formed in 1777 from 

Edgecombe County. The 

county and the town arc 

named for George Francis 

Nash, a brilliant young Revo

lutionary officer who fell at 

Germantown, Pa., accord

ing to The North Carolina Gaz

etteer.”

Francis Nash, who lived in 

Hillsborough, surveyed the 

area that would become Nash 

County, said Dan Smith, 

who has an interest in local 

history.

Pinetops

Like Fountain, Pinetops 

had a connection with Henry 

Clark Bridgers, the founder 

of the East Carolina Railway. 

Tradition says that the town’s 

name resulted from Bridgers’ 

observation that he could sec 

only the tops of the pine trees 

on the railroad’s first run 

between Tarboro and 

Hookcrton. “He and his 

daughter were coming 

through on the train and one 

of them mentioned that all he 

could see was pine tops,” said 

Milton Carlton, town ad

ministrator. “He originally 

owned about one-third of 

present-day Pinetops,” Carl

ton said.

The town was incorpo

rated in 1903.

Rock Ridge

The unincorporated Rock 

Ridge community derived its 

name from a school, accord

ing to the History of Wilson 

County. In 1883, Dr. J. M. 

Taylor and Wiley Deans 

built the community’s second 

school. They agreed to name 

the school for its location on a 

rocky ridge of stones.

Saratoga

The town was settled be

fore 1839, but was not incor

porated until 1874. “I have 

always heard that it was asso

ciated with Saratoga Springs 

in New York because Sara

toga, N.C., had unusually 

good drinking water —the 

water was very clear,” said 

Donohue N. Bryant, a life

long resident.

Sharpsburg

This tri-county town is 

located where Edgecombe, 

Nash and Wilson counties 

converge. The town was set

tled about 1844 and incorpo

rated in 1883. The name hon

ors John Jay Sharp, a local 

resident who represented 

Nash, Wilson and Franklin 

counties in the N.C. General 

Assembly, according to 

Becky Maynard, town 

clerk. Sharpesburg was a stop 

on the Wilmington and 

Weldon Railroad.

Sims

The town, located in Old 

Fields Township, was al

ready settled when a post 

office was established in 

1908. Incorporated in 1913 as 

Simms, the town was named 

after a man who ran a sawmill 

here.” said Mayor Harold 

Rodgers. Simms owned and 

operated a sawmill beside the 

Norfolk & Southern Railroad, 

Rodgers said. “I guess it was 

beside the railroad about 

where Tom Boykin’s store

The Connector

is—the town grew from 

that,” Rodgers said.

The name was changed to 

Sims on Feb. 13, 1923.

Snow Hill

Snow Hill, the Greene 

County scat, was incorpo

rated in 1828. The North Caro

lina Gazetteer reports a refer

ence to Snow Hills plantation 

in John Becton’s 1753 will.

“When I was a youngster I 

used to hear that two or three 

branches running through 

Snow Hill created several 

hills—the white sand hills 

gave the town the name of 

Snow Hill,” said George 

Mewborn, who has lived in 

the area since 1916.

Spring Hope

Spring Hope was previ

ously located four miles 

southeast of its present site. 

The Nash County town was 

moved after a railroad was 

constructed in 1886-1887.

The town incorporated in 

1889. “There is nothing defi

nite about why the little stage 

coach stop was named Spring 

Hope—nobody knows for 

sure,” said Annie Pearl 

Brantley, a Spring Hope 

native who lives in the town’s 

oldest house. She said the 

town was appropriately 

named because several springs 

were located in the area.

One legend says the town 

was named by early residents

(Continued on page 17)
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who hoped a nearby spring 

would be a constant source of 

water, Mrs. Brantley said. 

Other people said the name 

could have come from the 

quotation ‘‘hope springs eter

nal,” she said.

Stanhope

This Nash County commu

nity was the site of the pre- 

Civil War Stanhope Acad

emy according to The North 

Carolina Gazetteer. The com

munity of Old Stanhope, 

two miles west, was a stop on 

the Ralcigh-Tarboro stage 

line. The Gazetteer says the 

community’s name honors 

Stanhope Crenshaw who 

operated the stage line prior 

to 1896.

Stantonsburg

The Stantonsburg area was 

populated by Tuscorora 

Indians until about 17—. 

White settlers came to the 

area in 1745 when the first 

land grant was issued. The 

History of Stantonsburg says the 

town grew up at the intersec

tion of the Waynesboro- 

Tarboro Road and Con- 

tentnea Creek, where the 

Stanton family built a land

ing. Naval stores, cotton and 

other produce were shipped 

downstream to New Bern 

from the site.

The Edgecombe County 

town was incorporated in 

1817. This was the first incor

porated town in the area that

would eventually become 

Wilson County.

After the Civil War the 

town gave up its charter. In 

1873 the town recovered 

sufficiently to incorporate for 

a second time.

The town charter again 

lapsed after an extensive fire 

damaged much of the town 

around the turn of the cen

tury. The town renewed its 

charter in 1909.

The name honors James 

Stanton, an early settler, 

according to Roland Gard

ner, town manager.

Walstonburg

According to The North 

Carolina Gazetteer, the Wal

stonburg area was settled by 

1775. John Chester built 

“Chesterfield” nearby. His 

son-in-law, Bennett Fields, 

changed the name to Fields- 

boro sometime after 1845. 

Fields cousin, Seth Wal

ston, acquired the property 

after the Civil War.

The town of Walstonburg 

began in 1907 as a railroad 

station on the Norfolk and 

southern line running from 

Raleigh to Norfolk, Va., said 

Isaac J. Rouse, a long-time 

resident of Walstonburg.

The town was named for 

the prominent Walston 

family. Rouse said M. L. 

Walston, S. E. Walston 

and George W. Corbett, 

who was married to Flor

ence Walston, owned the 

land in the area. Mr. and Mrs.

Corbett gave a half-interest in 

10 acres of land for the town 

site. Walstonburg was incor

porated in 1908.

Wilson

The settlement of the Wil

son area preceded the city’s 

incorporation by many years. 

“The earliest land grant in the 

area was secured in 1715 by 

the Dew family,” according 

to u Wilson, North Carolina: 

Historic Buildings Inventory, a 

1960 book by Robert B. 

Bainbridge and Kate 

Ohno.

In 1808 the congregation 

of Toisnot Baptist 

Church, which was estab

lished around 1746, built a 

new church near the present- 

day intersection of Barnes 

and Tarboro streets. The 

Hickory Grove commu

nity grew up around the 

church.

The Toisnot community 

grew up around a depot es

tablished in 1839 on the Wil

mington and Raleigh Rail

road. “When the railroad 

came through in 1839 the 

station was established about 

where Barnes Street now 

crosses the railroad,” said 

Marshall Daniel, local his

torian. “What is now Barnes 

Street connected the Hickory 

Grove and Toisnot communi

ties,” Daniel said.

“In 1849 the legislature 

incorporated Hickory Grove 

and Toisnot into the town of 

Wilson,” Daniel said.” It was 

named Wilson for Louis

Dicken Wilson. He was a 

Tarboro merchant, a Mason 

and a member of the legis

lature serving both in the 

House of Commons and the 

Senate.” In 1827, Wilson 

was appointed a general in 

the Edgecombe County 

Militia. He died of yellow 

fever in 1847 in Vera 

Cruz, Mexico, during the 

War with Mexico. Wil

son’s body was shipped 

home in a lead coffin.

“Joshua Barnes was 

responsible for the town 

being named in honor of his 

friend, Louis Wilson,” 

Daniel said.

Wilson County was 

named for the general in 

1855.

This article was taken from 

The Wilson Daily Times, Wil

son, NC, January 26, 1991 

and was written by Rosellen 

McCrory, Daily Times Staff 

Writer. The article was sub

mitted by Honorary Member 

Jane Brantley. Thanks Jane!
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1860 Census

Wc have been exploring 

a different census in hopes 

that a “new” clue may 

emerge with additional 

knowledge. This issue ex

plores the 1860 census— 

however the instructions as 

sent to the census takers 

could not be found. I did, 

however, find a letter in 

reference to the 1860 cen

sus instructions written in 

1993 from the Bureau of 

the Census office. It states, 

“For many years we have 

relied on the statement ... 

that, with only slight 

changes, the instructions to 

the marshals and their assis

tants for 1860 census were 

the same as for 1850. No

where in our own files ... 

could wc find the 1860 

instructions.”

One interesting note for 

the 1860 census is for the 

first time confidentiality 

was addressed. Enumera

tors were told that if neces

sary, access to the 

“products of industry” 

schedule was restricted. 

People could sec the popu

lation schedule, but only 

for the purpose of correct

ing errors.

Census day was June 1, 

1860. All questions asked 

were to refer to that date. 

At the top of the census 

page you will find the area 

name (Town), County 

name, State, enumerated 

date by whom and Post 

Office.

Column information 

within the 1860 census:

1. Dwelling-houses num

bered in the order of 

visitation

2. Families numbers in 

the order of visitation

3. The Name of every 

person whose usual

place of abode on the 

first day of June, 1860, 

was in this family.

4. Age

5. Sex

6. Color (White, Black or 

Mulatto)

7. Profession, Occupation 

or Trade of each male 

person over 15 years of 

age.

8. Value of Real Estate

9. Value of Personal Es

tate

10. Place of Birth, naming 

the State, Territory of 

County

11. Married within the 

year

12. Attended School 

within the year

13. Persons over 20 years 

of age who cannot read 

& write

14. Whether deaf and 

dumb, blind, insane, 

idiotic, pauper or con

vict.

The 1860 census also 

included Schedule 2 or the 

“Slave Schedule” and 

Schedule 3 the “Mortality 

Schedule”.

The slave schedule is 

frustrating for people re

searching genealogical in

formation because it docs 

not include names. The 

1860 census was drafted to 

be the first US census to 

name every inhabitant, 

however Schedule 2 was 

altered to prevent re

cording slaves names and 

other personal information.

Sources: Letter dated December 

23, 1993 from Frederick G. 

Bohme, Chief, History Branch, 

Bureau of the Census. U.S. 

Census bureau history.
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15th NC Rgt., Company K.. 7
Anderson, Benjamin............. 2
Anthony, John.......................9
Anthony, Patience................. 9
Argo, Nash Co., NC............. 4
Aycock, Janie....................... 14
Bailey, Diane....................... 15
Bailey, Nash Co., NC.......... 14
Bailey, Suzanne....................15
Bailey, William Joseph........14
Bailey's Muster Ground...... 14
Bainbridge, Robert B........... 17
Bardin, Arthur.....................14
Bardin's Depot.....................14
Barnes, Joshua...................... 17
Bass, Shirley......... ............... 15
Battle, Joel.............................6
Battle, Louis L......................10
Bccton, John.........................16
Belote, John.......................... 9
Black Creek, NC.................14
Black Tongue......................... 2
Bonner, Henry.......................9
Borden, Carrie.....................15
Borden, Lucy....................... 15
Borden, Mary...................... 15
Boykin, Tom....................... 16
Brady, Mathew.....................  1
Brantley, Annie Pearl.......... 16
Brantley, Jane...................... 17
Bridgers, Henry Clark ..15, 16
Bunn, B. H............................. 4
Bunn, Bennett........................6
Bunn, Redmond....................6
Burns, Thomas...................... 9
Campbell 8c Lyon.................. 4
Campbell, W. A.................... 4
Carlton, Milton....................16
Cedar Hill Cemetery .......... 11
Cedar Rock, NC................... 3
Chesterfield, NC.................17
Chester, John....................... 17
Cobin, Francis........................8
Contentnea Creek................17
Cook, Ben ............................. 9
Cook, John............................9
Cooke, Bryant...................... 11
Cooke, Dilcy....................... 11
Cooke, Jerry Jasper.............11
Cooke, Maggie.....................12
Cope, Nancy ......................... 9
Cope, Thomas .......................9
Corbett, George W............. 17
Creech, Arthur Ray.............16
Creech, Jerome....................16
Crenshaw, Stanhope............17
Crisp, Edgecombe Co., NC 14
Culpeper Mine...................... 4
Curl, Willis............................7
Dancy, Harriet (Horne)...... II
Daniel, Marshall.................. 17
Daniels, Josephus................1 5
Darden, Johnnie................. 1 1
Darden, Peter......................  1
Darden, Walter....................11
Darden, Westry.................. 11
Daughtry, Mary E. (Griffin). 7
Daughtry, Priscilla Horn.......7
Daughtry, Reddin................. 7
Davis, Gary.......................... 15
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Deans, Wiley....................... 16
Denby, James......................... 9
Denson, William.................. 9
Dew family ..........................17
Dozier, William ....................6
Drake, Jesse H....................... 6
Dryden, Ellen......................  5
Drydcn, George..................  5
Dudley, George W........  1, 11
Dupree, Henry.....................10
Eagle's Crossroads............... 14
Eagles, Frank L.....................14
Eagles, Levin....................... 14
Eagles, Penelope Eason....... 14
Eagles, Richard Tilghman ...14
Earl of Granville....................9
Eason, Penelope..................14
East Carolina Railway......... 1 5
Eastman Theater....................6
Eastman, George.................  1
Edgecombe County Militia .17
Edwards, Elizabeth ............11
Edwards, William................. 9
Egerton, Mary (Stallings) .... 3
Ellinor, James........................2
Ellinor, Josiah........................2
Elm City, NC...................... 14
Enfield, NC...................... 1, 5
Essex County, NJ.................11
Eureka, Wayne Co., NC__ 15
Farmer, Jack........................ 14
Farmer, Joseph Daniel.........14
Farmville, Pitt Co., NC...... 15
Fields, Bennett.....................17
Fieldsboro, NC.....................17
Fountain Family................... 14
Fountain Presbyterian Ch. ..15
Fountain, NC....................... 15
Fountain, Robert Almon .... 1 5
Fremont, NC....................... 15
Fremont, S. L. (Col.).......... 15
Gardner, Roland..................17
Gay, Josua.............................. 9
Gay, Robert R...................... 12
Gay, William T.................... 11
Germantown, PA.................16
Gordon, Langston B.............. 9
Greene County, NC........... 11
Greenwood Cemetery.........11
Griffin, Alice.........................7
Griffin, Harriet...................... 7
Griffin, Henry........................7
Griffin, Joanna Trevathan__7
Griffin, Mary E. Daughtry ... 7
Griffin, Mattie........................7
Griffin, Thomas H..........7
Griffin, William.....................7
Hammond, Gray W...............7
Harvey, Henry H................. 10
Hickory Grove Community 17
Holliman, Harman................9
Holt, Sandra.........................15
Homes, Lynda......................12
Hookerton, NC................... 16
Horn, Priscilla (Daughtry)... 7
Horne, Harriet Dancy.........11
Horne, Pompey................... 11
Horne, Theodosia Helen__ 11
Hunter's Funeral Home...... 11
Jackson, John.........................9

Name........................Page

James City County, VA ........8
Jenkins, Betsy....................... 9
Jerome, NC.......................  16
Jones, Columbus................ 12
Jones, Henrietta (Walters). 12
Jones, Martha..................... 12
Joyner’s, NC......................  14
Kenly, John Reese.............  1 5
Kenly, NC ......................... 15
Kyser Drug Company........ 1 3
Kyser, Emily Howell......... 13
Kyser, James Kerne (Kay) . 1 3
Kyser, Paul Bynum............ 13
Lassiter, Louise Spicer....... 11
Lee's Mill, Virginia................7
Lewis, Harvey.................... 16
Lucama, NC......................  15
Lucas's Crossroads............. 15
Lyon., W.................................4
Macclesfield, NC ..............  15
Malone, Charles E........ 10, 11
Malone, Francis.................  11
Malone, Maggie M.............  11
Malone, Mansfield............. 12
Malone, Samanna J............. 11
May, William.........................9
Maynard, Becky.................  16
McKinley, William............ 10
McLean, John ....................... 9
Mewborn, George.............  16
Micro, NC......................... 15
Middlesex, Nash Co., NC . 16
Moody, John..........................9
Mount Zion Baptist Ch.....  11
Murphy, James...................... 9
Narhatcs, NC..................... 15
Nash County gold.................. 4
Nash, George Francis........ 16
Nashville, NC.................... 16
New Town, NC................. 1 5
Norfleet, Thomas.................. 9
Norfolk &. Southern Rail ... 14
Oak Lodge...........................  1
Ohno, Kate........................ 17
Old Fields Township.........  16
Old Sparta, NC.................  14
Old Stanhope, NC.............  17
Orapeak Creek, NC.............. 8
Orapeak Swamp ....................8
Pamlico to Raleigh Railroad 14
Parker, Eli.............................. 2
Perry, Hartsfield................... 9
Person, Rena..................... 10
Person, William Lee.........  11
Person, William Lee.........  10
Persons, Thomas....................8
Pierce, J. Stanley...............  1 3
Pinetops, NC..................... 16
Pineview Cemetery.............. 7
Queen Anne Cemetery.....  14
Rackley, John.........................8
Rackley, Saul.........................9
Randolph, Jess....................... 9
Randolph, Jane...................... 9
Reba, NC...........................  15
Reynolds, Daniel ..............  10
Reynolds, James H...............  1
Reynolds, Lucy..................  10
Riddick, Nancy Ann.............. 9
Riley, William........................ 1

Name........................Page

Rocky Mount Academy......... 6
Rocky Ridge, NC.............   16
Rodgers, Harold................ 16
Rouse, Isaac J...................... 17
Saratoga, NC .....................  16
Saul's Crossroatls................ 15
Sauls, Myrtie......................  1 5
Scarborough, James........... 14
Sharp, John Jay..................  16
Sharpsburg, NC.................  16
Simmons, William.................9
Simms, NC......................... 16
Simms, Robert..................  14
Simpson, Daryl..................  1 5
Simpson, Helen.................  15
Simpson, Mamie................ 11
Sims, NC...........................  16
Smith, Dan......................... 16
Smith, Mary Carolyn.........  1 5
Smithson, G. W.................  10
Snow Hill, NC..................  16
Speight, Edna..................... 11
Speight, Elizabeth Edwards 11
Speight, Redman................ 11
Spicer, Charles Edwin....... 11
Spicer, Charles H...............  11
Spicer, James.....................  11
Spicer, Louise (Lassiter).... 11
Spicer, Phylis.....................  11
Spring Hope, Nash Co., NCI6
St. Anthony's Fire.................. 2
St. James Church...............  11
Stallings Cross Road.............. 9
Stallings Milling Company ... 3
Stallings, Anne ...................... 3
Stallings, Becky...................... 3
Stallings, Bennett..................9
Stallings, Bettie.................3, 9
Stallings, Charlie....................3
Stallings, Christy....................3
Stallings, David......................9
Stallings, Delilah................... 9
Stallings, Elias..................8, 9
Stallings, Elijah...................... 9
Stallings, Elisha......................9
Stallings, Elizabeth.................9
Stallings, George....................3
Stallings, Gilbert....................3
Stallings, Hilliard .................. 3
Stallings, Irvin....................... 9
Stallings, Jacky......................9
Stallings, James.............. 9
Stallings, Jane (Gincy).......... 9
Stallings, Jesse Jr....................9
Stallings, Jesse..................8, 9
Stallings, John Monroe ......... 3
Stallings, John..................8, 9
Stallings, Josiah.................8, 9
Stallings, Judith .....................9
Stallings, Karen...................... 3
Stallings, Kerenhappuch.......9
Stallings, Kevin...................... 3
Stallings, Lanette....................3
Stallings, Lillie Mae................3
Stallings, Malachi ..................9
Stallings, Marianna............... 9
Stallings, Mary Egerton......... 3
Stallings, Mary....................... 9
Stallings, Meshack.................9
Stallings, Mildred...................3
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Stallings, Milly....................... 9
Stallings, Mortilly.................. 9
Stallings, Moses................8, 9
Stallings, Nancy.....................9
Stallings, Nicholas, Jr.............8
Stallings, Nicholas.................8
Stallings, Palasiah (Sier)........9
Stallings, Penelope.................9
Stallings, Phyllis..................... 3
Stallings, Polly....................... 9
Stallings, Reddick.................. 9
Stallings, Reuben .................. 9
Stallings, Richard .................. 8
Stallings, Shadrach.................9
Stallings, Susannah.................8
Stallings, Terri........................3
Stallings, William Hilliard ... 3
Stallings, Winney..................9
Stallings, Wright...................9
Stallins, Mary.........................8
Standley, Jonathan.................9
Standley, Mary................... ..9
Stanhope Academy ............ 17
Stanhope, Nash Cj, NC ... 17
Stanton Family ................... 17
Stanton, James.................... 17
Stantonsburg, NC..............  17
Stone, Merritt....................... 9
Strong, Henry........................5
Sumner, Edwin...................... 6
Swan, William....................... 8
Sycamore Swamp.................. 8
Tarboro, NC......................  16
Taylor, J.M......................... 16
Thompson, Edward G............2
Thorp, Millie.....................  10
Thorp, Robert.................... 10
Thorp, Sabina.....................  10
Tillery, L. F........................ 11
Toisnot Baptist Church.....  17
Toisnot, NC......................  14
Torhunta, NC.................... 15
Trevathan, Dempsey.............7
Trevathan, Joanna (Griffin).. 7
Trevathan, Mary E. Sory...... 7
Tuscorora Indians..............  17
Tyrrell, Timothy................... 6
Tyson, George..................  15
Unity Cemetery..........  11, 12
Upperman, James H.............. 9
Walston family..................  17
Walston, Florence.............  17
Walston, M.L..................... 17
Walston, S.E....................... 17
Walston, Seth .................... 17
Walstonburg, NC..............  17
Walters, Charlotte ............ 12
Walters, Henrietta Jones ... 12
Walters, Virgil..................  12
Walters, William..............  12
Wayne County, NC..........  11
Waynesboro-Tarboro Road 17
Webb, Delanie..................  15
Whitakers, Nash Co., NC . 12 
Wilcox, Gibbs 8t Company ..7
Williams, Stephen.................9
Williford, William.................9
Wilson, Louis Dicken........ 17
Wilson, NC........................ 17
Wright, William................... 8


