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They Pledged Their Lives For Independence

The First Continental Con

gress met in Philadelphia, PA on 5 

Sept 1774. Philadelphia was a thriv

ing city of thirty thousand. Some 

delegates had traveled great distances 

under difficult conditions to attend. 

John Adams wrote,

"At ten the delegates 

all met at the City 

Tavern and walked to 

the Carpenter’s Hall, 

where they took a view 

of the room and of the 

chamber where is an 

-cellent library.

There is also a long Kntry where 

Gentlemen may walk, and a conve

nient chamber opposite to the Li

brary. The General Cry was that this 

was a good room.” Although fight

ing was already going on and the 

delegates had a list of grievances

against 

Great Brit

ain, most 

believed the 

7 difficulties 

between the 

colonies 

and the 

mother

country could be negotiated. How

ever, they passed a Declaration of 

Rights, and, for the first time, used 

the term ”The United Colonies.”

Not all important proceedings 

took place in that ’’good Room.”

The social gatherings were almost as 

significant as the Congress itself. Mr. 

Adams wrote, "Dined ... with all the 

Gentlemen from Virginia, ... and 

many others. We were shewn ... 

into an elegant and most magnificent 

Chamber, until Dinner. About four 

O Clock We were called to Dinner.

... -Turttle, and every other Thing - 

Flummery,Jellies, Sweetmeats of 20 

sorts, Trifles, Whip'd Syllabubbs,

See United, Page 16

Tar River Rambler

By Louise Fuller

The automobile had arrived! 

New places were now available to 

ramble. Mineral springs were the 

"in" places to visit, and there were 

numerous spas (a place where there 

is a mineral spring) in the Tar Riv

er area. For many years newspapers 

and magazines had featured stories 

about well-known spas in the land 

above the IVlasoii and Dixon Line, 

particularly at Saratoga Springs, 

NY. it was so famous that a very 

funny book was written about a 

couple who visited there; also, a 

marvelous trunk, the Saratoga 

Trunk, was named for the town of 

Saratoga Springs. It was even avail- 

pie for Tar River people.

When summer arrived and the 

miasma from the eastern Carolina 

swamps began to rise, tamides who

could afford to leave the threat of

malaria to the less fortunate 

planned healthy vacations. What 

could be healthier than a stay at one 

of the well advertised nearby spas 

whose curative waters seemingly 

would cure every known disease 

except tuberculosis, alcoholism and 

leprosy? Spas with more than one 

spring specified

See Rambler, Page 15,Col.2

PANACEA SPRINGS* NXh

A full orchestsra from -BaKtmore- has -beett] 

engaged and will furnish -the music tor 4W 

season.
.....The new. Panacea tiolel iusi

contains 100 rooms, single and ensuite, with 

every modern comtort ana convenience, cui

sine and service absolutely satisfactory, rwa- 
sonable rates. For rates and booKiet, address,

TCOOKE, Mar, Panacea Hotell

18th Signer

Declcvtation. of Jndependence

John Penn—Granville Co. law

yer, statesman, member of the Con

tinental Congress, and signer of the 

Declaration of Independence 

—was born 17 May 1740 or 1741, 

the son of Moses and Catherine 

Taylor Penn of Carolina Co., VA. 

Moses Penn, although successful 

and a gemieman, was indifferent to 

culture and didn't think education a 

necessity. John went only 2 or 3 

years to a country school.

At the age of 18. Penn inherited a 

good estate from his father He de

cided to study law and a relative, 

Edmund Pendleton, encouraged 

the young man, allowing him access 

io his law library. Alone, Penn was 

able to learn enough to be admitted 

to the bar at the age of 21. He 

See Penn, Page 14, Col. 1
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GUIDELINES

1. Members may submit three 

queries annually to the address 

below A fee of $5,00 must 

accompany each query submitted 

by a non-member.

2. The query' should be in the form 

of a typed or printed letter (easy- 

on the eyes!) and should include a 

time frame and as much pertinent 

information as possible.

3. Queries should concern someone 

who has resided in the following 

counties: Person, Granville, 

Vance, Franklin, Nash, 

Edgecombe, Pitt, Beaufort, or 

adjacent counties linked to the 

Tar River by streams and creeks. 

Please include all that you know 

pertaining to the question you are 

asking.

5. Please include a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope.

Don't expect a miracle!!

Tar River Connections 

Genealogical Society

PO Box 8764 

Rocky Mount, NC 27804 

Internet http://www.ncwc.edu/ 

~necn/TRCG S/TRCHP. HTML

e-mail: Turnl 104@aol.com

Annual Dues - $15.00

2000 Officers

Hiram Perkinson, President 

Reese Ferrell, President-Elect 

Doris Matthews, Secretary 

Helen Sharpe, Treasurer 

Peggy Strickland, Billie Jo Mat

thews, Newsletter Editors 

Directors: Louise Fuller, Bennett 

Bames, Eugene Viverette

2

The ('wwmur-Publislied Quarterly 

Membership & Surnames-Annually

Indian Sign Language

Sapeni Indians

By Timothy W. Rackley

Having grown up between Sapony Creek and Little Sapony Creek, 1 

often heard tales of Indians that once lived in this area of Nash Co., NC.

One story told of an Indian cave on the Little Sapony. Certainly arrowheads 

and other Indian artifacts have been found in the area. Language study has 
jshown that Saponi and Tutelo Indian tribes in Piedmont VA and the 

Carolinas had language related to the Sioux.

John Lederer, in 1670. visited the Saponi near the Staunton River in 

V A., and wrote that he was received in a kind manner. The Indians even 

went so far as to offer him a chiefs daughter in marriage. ’’But I, though with 

much a-do, waved their courtesie, and got my passport, having given my 

word to return to them within six months.”

The Saponi Indians moved to Piedmont NC by 1701 where they were 

visited by John Lawson. At Waxhaw town, he found Indians, large of stat

ue, called Flat Heads by their neighbors because they strapped infants to a 

cradle-board with a weight on their 

heads. While there, Lawson wrote,

’There arrived an Ambassador 

from the King of Sapona to treat 

with these Indians about some im

portant affairs. He was painted with 

Vermillion all over his body, having 

a very large Cutlass stuck in his 

girdle, and a Fusee in his Hand.”

As his journey progressed 

northward, Lawson continued, ”We 

reached the pleasant Banks of Sa

pona River, whereon stands the 

Indian Town and Fort... These 

Indians live in a clear Field, about a 

Mile square, which they would have 

sold me because I sometimes talked 

about coming into those parts to 

live.” He also described the ”sweat 

houses” of the Saponi—made of 

stone, shaped like a large oven.

They were used to treat disease, es

pecially cases of rheumatic pains.The I ndians Living here were the Saponi 

who had migrated from VA after 1673.

A few days prior, the Saponi had taken 5 prisoners of the Seneca In

dians of SC who were being held for execution in the following manner:

The fire of pitch-Pine being got ready and a ["‘east appointed, which is sol

emnly kept at the time of their acting this Tragedy, the sufferer has his body 

stuck thick with lightwood splinters, which are lighted by so many candles, 

the tortured person dancing round a great Fire, till his strength fails, and dis

ables him from making them any further pastime. Most commonly these 
wretches behave themselves (in the midst of their tortures) with a great Dcal^"* 

of Bravery and Resolution, esteeming it satisfaction enough, to be

See Saponi, Page 14, Col. 3
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Buffalo Horse

Indian White man
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Acquisitions—

Ifraswcll Memo

rial Library

1. Memoirs by Rachel Leonard 

Brooks. Pub. 1999: Gift from 

Louise Fuller.

2. Granville County NC. Deeds,

1766-1772 Abstracted by 

Timothy W. Rackley. Pub.

1998

3. Oakdale Cemetery Records, 

Spring Hope, NC compiled by 

William B. Longmire, Jr., 

Pauline France, and Arda 

Daniel. Pub. 1999

4. Culture Town: Life in Raleigh's 

A frican American Communities 

by Linda Simmons-Henry. Pub.

1999

5. The Descendants of Jonas 

Ricks and other Ricks Families 

in America by Donald Milton

^Ricks.

North Carolina Historical 

Roster, 1897-1997, United 

Daughteres of the Confederacy 

A Their Confederate 

Ancestors.Tub. 1998. Gift from 

Bettie Howell Arthur.

G3SO

EAGLE HOTEL

The Subscriber having taken the 

large and commodious house in the 

town of Halifax known by the name 

ot the EAGLE HOTEL, formerly oc

cupied by Henry Garrett, and lately by 

John Gary, tenders his serv ices to the 

Public generally, and hopes, from the 

experience of himself and assistants, 

to share a portion of public patron

age; as nothing shall be wanting on 

his part to render everything comfort

able.

^ Bar will be furnished with the best oj

•
JpY0/y, and the table with as good as the viar- 

t affords.

THOMAS GARY 

[Halifax Free Press, 2 Apr 1824]

CONNECTOR

Women-The Good Old Days?

Stories taken from 1904 Nashville Graphics give us

a look at the role of women in 1904. We've certainly 

come a long way since then.

Columnist W.R. Stead wrote of women in 1904: 

"There are only three privileges of the female sex: go

ing in or out of a room first, being served first at meals, 

and having seats on the train."

Another columnist, Alice Bentley, replied: "Our bills 

are paid for us -when our male belongings have any money to pay them 

with; we are made love to, which may be despicable, but is distinctly enjoy

able; we are admired, which is no doubt foolish, but none the less gratifying 

to us. In spite of the preponderance of our sex the majority of us are so 

pleased with ourselves that we have no desire to visit the republic in the 

neighborhood of the mountains of the moon; and considering that we can do 

anything we like in this year of grace, and that we rule all your sex as it is, 

dear Mr. Stead, who call us 'despised' and rail at the world for not making us 

'supreme' when it had never occurred to us that we were anything else?"

The Graphic informed its female readers in a column, Fashions of the 

Day, that "Mole fur combines happily with fawn cloth." Also, "Silk linings, 

as a rule, match the dress, though in some cases they match the trimming... 

Visiting costumes show skirts with broad, bobby trains that are not very 

long."

Another column flatly stated, "Every girl should marry. As wife and moth

er, she is at her best. Denied of this, her birthright, she is like an odorless 

flower, or a blossomless tree..."

Advice covered even the art of taking a bath: "Never bathe when over

heated. Delicate people had better not bathe until several hours after break

fast." Hints for the Housekeeper gave instructions 

for making soap, beating up of sponges and the 

maintenance of fires.

One story reported on a case in which a barber 

was charged with an assault on his wife. The wife 

had spent $1 on "Christmas Tricks," apparently 

against the wishes of her husband. He "made her 

drink whiskey against her will ... knocked her 

down, bit her left ear, choked her and hurt her in the 

back." Later, the husband found his wife "out in the 

street drunk with a lot of other women. The sight so 

enraged him that he slapped his wife -nothing 

more."

The husband's lawyer "called the court's attention 

to the fact that in the old times the law gave a man 

the right to whip his wife, provided he did not use a 

stick larger than his thumb." The lawyer figured that 

a slap was okay, too, and the judge agreed, dismis

sing the charge.
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Mary Lewis Wyche, Our Own Florence Nightingale

What Florence Nightingale was to the world,

Mary Lewis Wyche was to North Carolina. A pio

neer in nursing, she was born 26 Feb 1858 near Hen

derson in Granville Co. (now Vance)., the first 

daughter of Benjamin and Sarah Hunter Wyche. 

Mary, both intelligent and ambitious, attended Hen

derson College where she also taught in the primary 

department. After graduation, she established a home

for her younger brothers 

in Chapel Hill so they 

could attend the Univer

sity.

Although Mary Wyche 

had ambitions of becom

ing a doctor, she settled

for nursing, taking her training at Philadelphia Gener; 

al Hospital where she graduated in 1894 at age 36.

She returned to NC to Rex Hospital in Raleigh where 

she organized the Rex Hospital Training School for 

Nurses. She moved to Greensboro and back to Ra

leigh, eventually re-organizing the Raleigh Nurses 

Association and spearheaded the organization of the 

NC State Nurses’ Association, of which she was 

made honorary president.

Another milestone in Mary Wyche's career was a 

law making NC the first state to legalize registration of 

nurses. After her retirement in 1925, Miss Wyche com

piled The History of Nursing in North Carolina, which 

was published in 1938.

[Taken from Tar Heel Women by Lou Rogers]

NCAC

ORAL
HISTORY
PROJECT

Nash County Arts Council

Growing up on Pig 

Basket Creek and in 

Turkey Swamp

Told by Garland Strickland of 

Philadelphia Community, Nash 

County, North Carolina

Joseph, Ada Mae and myself

grew up on Pig Basket Creek and 

in Turkey Swamp. Most of the 

things we did were in that swamp.

In today's world, they would be con

sidered dangerous, 1 suppose.

I remember once my Uncle Char

lie lived next door to us. One year. 

Uncle Charlie told us that if we 

would keep the suckers out of his 

tobacco that he would take us to the 

picture show every' Saturday night. 

He gave us a quarter apiece every 

weekend to go to the show. We had

ten cents for the show and five cents 

for popcorn, and there was a whole 

dime that we could splurge on. We 

would see things that happened in 

the picture show, and when we 

came home, we would try them.

1 remember once we saw Tarzan 

swinging through the trees from one 

tree to another. When we came 

home, we decided we would try 

that. So we climbed up a pine tree 

with the intention of swinging to 

another pine tree. Well, for some 

reason-probably because they were 

younger and smaller-Joseph and 

Ada Mae went across fine, but when 

I swung across, the top broke out of 

the receiving pine tree and I fell to 

the ground. They carried me to the 

house and put me to bed and told 

Mama that I didn't want no supper, 

that I wasn't feeling too good. 1 don't 

know how long I stayed uncon

scious, but I am told that is the rea

son that I’m not real bright.

Once we saw Tom Mix ride a 

buckin' bronco. We came home and 

decided we would ride our old goat. 

Loving our little sister so much, we 

let her try it first. Well, the goat

threw her off. We tied her feet under 

his belly so he couldn't throw her 

off. Ada Mae rode that goat!

Then we saw them racing horses 

around a track with a cart, so we 

built us a cart and hitched the goat ^ 
to it. We loved our little sister, Add^ 

Mae, so much that we let her drive 

the cart first. We put her in the cart 

and gave her the reins. That goat 

took off for the woods, flying.

About an hour later our little sister 

came walking back. The goat came 

back, but we never did find that 

cart.

That's how we got our fun.

Potts Cheats Gallows

Friday, July 20, 1888: WILLIAM 

A POTTS JR. who was to be hanged 

at WASHINGTON, N.C. for the 

murder of PAUL LIUCKE has 

cheated the gallows. He took poison 

early on that morning and was re

spited by the Governor until the 

17th. On the night of the 16th he 

took another dose of poison which 

ended his existence.

[The Weekly Record, Beaufort, NC]
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Revolutionary War 

^joldier of Fortune

^The Travels of John Searcy

... On this 1 st day of October,

1832 ... appeared ... John Searcy a 

resident of Owen County in the 

State of Kentucky ... who doth on 

his oath make the following declara

tion. . .that he entered the service of 

the United States and 

served as herein 

stated. In the year 

1780 he was a resi

dent of Granville 

County in the State of 

North Carolina,

... and he was drafted 

into service for the 

purpose of re-enforcing the Ameri

can troops in the City of Charles

ton.—... [He] marched to 

flillsborough...- His Capt. was 

Harris and his ensign was 

one Searles, His Company was at

tached to a Regiment commanded 

by Col. Stephen Moore or More, 

the Major’s name was Nall. ... [A] 

considerable number of American 

troops collected at Fayetteville, 

North Carolina then called Cross 

Creek, under the command of 

Brigadier General Caswell. To 

this place the Regiment of Col. 

Moore... was marched [and was] at

tached to the troops forming Cas

well’s Brigade. ... At the time of 

entering the service this Declarant 

(John Searcy) was just turned of 17 

years of age. ... From Cross Creek 

the troops were marched into Seal's 

Settlement and upon receiving in

telligence that [British] General 

Gates was marching to the South 

^jiarched in the direction of Cam- 

ilen. ... This declarant was trans

ferred to a Company of State

Artillery commanded by Capt. 

Sam'lAsh... [Eventually] the 

Whole Army consisting of about 

10,000 men, marched on to 

Rugeby's Mills and encamped for 5 

or 6 days—The Army at the end of 

that period took up, in the night, the 

line of march for Camden district 

and was met by the British Army 

perhaps half way between the two 

places.—A skirmish then ensued but

not having expired. General Butler 

moved on to the Trading Ford 

upon the Ad kin River [where he] 

left the troops to the command of 

Col. Stephen Moore and a Col. Wil

liam Moore. They marched on to 

New Providence.

At New Providence the time for 

which the Declarant had been 

drafted expired and he entered into 

the ranks of the new drafts as a sub

stitute for a certain

Flintlock Musket: chief weapon of war 

Soldier carried his cartridges of paper, black 

powder, and lead balls in leather box slung 

over his shoulder.

Jeremiah Gard

ner—His Capt. was

the British shortly hauled off and 

the Americans rested upon their 

arms.— About sunrise the British 

again appeared and gave battle. —In 

about an hour and a half the Ameri

can troops gave way and a general 

retreat took place—This Declarant 

with some other of the defeated 

troops collected at Charlottesville 

in Mecklenburg County, North 

Carolina and upon hearing that 

Gen'I Sumpter had also been de

feated by the British, the troops 

went on to Salsbury in North Caro

lina but under no regular or speci

fied command. — From Salsbury 

we went on to Hillsborough —... 

There being no officers to take com

mand, the Governor of N. Carolina, 

whose name was Nash, gave fur

loughs to us and this Declarant went 

home.

In Sept. Brigadier General John

Butler was joined by the scattered 

troops whose time of service had 

not expired at Hillsborough at which 

place this Declarant again went into 

active service, his time of 3 months

then William Gilliam

and his Lieutenant 

was Isham Harrison. 

...Gen'l Morgan 

with a detachment 

went to Rugeley's 

Mills and found a 

party of British and Tories with 

some officers in a Block house 

grinding meal for the British Army 

at Camden. —He drew up a pine log 

mounted upon wheels like a piece 

of artillery and placed it before the 

Block house and demanded the sur

render [of the British]. —The party 

of British & Tories thus surrendered 

were brought into camp and 

marched on to Salisbury under the 

guard of Col. William Moore's 

Regiment of drafted men, of which 

Regiment this Declarant was now 

one. The troops were then dis

charged and went home, [after serv

ing 2 months as a substitute] making 

a total service up to this period of 

above five months.

In the spring of 1781, Gen'l 

Graves dispatched a Col. Malmady 

with orders to raise a Regiment of 

mounted men to serve for two 

months in order to scour the country 

& keep the Tories in check and to 

break up their nests wherever they 

could be found. —It was a stipula- 

See Soldier, Page 13
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The Home Guard

1863-1865

After all able-bodied men from

18 to 45 were taken into the Con

federate military, only the officers 

of the militia, the Justices of the 

Peace and other State officers were 

left. It was necessary to organize 

some force for the preservation of 

order, to arrest deserters, 

guard bridges and to be or

dered out for emergencies.

On 7 July 1863, the act to 

provide a "Guard for Home 

Defense" was enacted. It 

stated that all able-bodied 

men, between the ages of 18 

and 50 and exempt from 

Confederate service, were 

enrolled and organized- 

with a very few exemptions, 

such as the Governor, Judges, Min

isters, etc. Militia officers served as 

privates unless chosen officers of 

the Guard. Foreigners who had been 

residents 30 days were included, as 

were those exempt from Confeder

ate service because of the "fifteen 

negro" law, and those permanently

discharged by reason of disability, if 

still able to render service. Those 

who had sent substitutes to the Con

federacy were liable to serve iin the 

Home Guards.

Certain occupations were exempt 

from Home Guard service: physi

cians, some railroad workers, mill

ers, mail carriers, certain militia 

officers, contractors with the gov

ernment, a deputy sheriff in each

county, one editor per news

paper, college professors, 

teachers in academies, post 

masters, Quakers who had 

paid the tax, and those ap

proved for disability. A Spe

cial Order on 12 Sept 1863 

appointed a Board for "the 

examination of Persons 

Claiming Exemption from 

Home Guard duty on ac

count of Physical disability." 

Surgeons E.A. Crudup and Henry 

Joyner were to visit Franklin,

Nash, Pitt, Warren and other coun

ties, while Surgeons Eugene Gris- 

son & Richard Haywood were 

assigned to Halifax and Edge

combe. A book found in the Duke 

University Manuscript Collection

HC Confederate Home Guard Examinations, 1863-64

[Warren Co.y Co. B., l J. Dads Comdg. 

with age and diagnosis, taken [torn abas- 

tracts by Dr. Stephen I i. Bradley, Jr. Most 

were judged fit to serre in Home Guard.!

Alston, G.B. 

Alston, Thos. V.

Alston, Wm. H. 

Askew, Wm. 

Bobbitt, Samuel 

Boyd, Conrad S. 

Cheek, A.H.

DnnniTioiid, J.B.

L'aton, Buckner

36

47 obesity & diseased 

Lungs

21 Deafness

48 general infirm

48 Hydrocela

29 Deafness

28 Chronic Infl Pros

tole Gland & Cord

46 Chronic Cutoneous 

disease

47 Disease of Uretha, 

Bladder & orchitis

Ellington, Thos 39 Bronchial offection 

Haithcock, Albert 46 Subject to

convulsions

I larriss, Benja. O. 22 Enlarge Uvula 

Harriss, Buckner 50Palsied & over age 

I larriss, Elbert H. 43 Old Fracture of

lx>g

1 larriss, Isaac 30Rheumatism of Hip

Harriss, J os. J. 38 Chronic

Rheumatism

Harriss, Thos. J. 34 chronic ulcer of Leg 

Johnson, Geo. E. 37 Chronic Asthma 

Kearney, Richd. Majr. Drakes

certificate

King, J as. A. 24 Palpitation of Heart 

King, W.Y. 26 Phthisis

Lancaster, Jas. B. 20Old Hip disease

with deformity

in Durham, NC lists 3,700 men, 

most of whom had come in for 

physical examination.This material 
has been abstracted by Dr. StephSF 

Bradley and excerpts from it are at

tached to this article.

It was reported on 16 May 1864 that 

25,098 were included in the Home 

Guard.

Since about half were disabled or 

otherwise exempt, the force was 

probably about 12,500, of whom 

2650 were militia officers and about 

3,000 were civil officers.

The services of the Home Guards 

were arduous and almost continu

ous. The Governor directed them to 

turn out to resist raiders and prevent 

their burning bridges, to catch de

serters from Lee's army as they 

should cross Roanoke River, to ar

rest and send to Raleigh Confeder

ate soldiers who had treated the 

families of deserters badly, to re
store property taken from deserten^^ 

and to take care that arms issued to 

Home Guards should be guarded so 

as not to fall into the hands of de

serters. It was reported that in four 

months' time the Home Guard had

See Home, Page 15, Col. 2

Mynck, Lafaycttc29 Phthisis incipient

Neal, Jas. C. 35 Atrophy Right Leg 

Neal, J no. S. 36 H eamarrorhage of

Lungs

Neal, Wm. W. 33 Atrophy Right Leg 

Newell, J no. D. 36 Rheumatism 

Nicholson,Alex. 47 Myopia 

Pegram, Allen Breast disease 

Powell, J no. C. 23 Asthma & Lunacy 

Powell, Robt j. 30 dislocation of Knee

joint

Riggon, Jno. W. 37 Phthisis &

I Icammorrhage

Riggon, J-E- -M* diseased testicle 

Shearin, F.). 36 diseased Leg

Tucker, Taylor 34 Impaired vision 

Thornton, Wm. R.40 wounded left hat 

Williams, Jno. A. 36 Obesity Spinal

disease



GREEN PATH

The Indian trading path

Tnown in the early 1700's. 

Indians probably used it for 

years before the white men 

arrived in the area. A 1733 

map by Edward Moseley, 

Surveyor General of the 

province of NC, showed 

the path as the only road 

through what is now Nash 

Co. He designated it as "In

dian Trading Road from the 

Caraubo's and Charokee 

Indians to Virginia" and 

marked where it crossed 

the Tar River and Fishing 

Creek. The path also ap

pears on the 1770 map by 

Collet and the 1775 Mou- 

zon map.

Green, or Green's, Path 

Jj>egan in the south at the 
^!ape Fear River and what 

later became Fayetteville 

where several early trading 

paths met. To the north, the 

Path forked near the pres-

INDIAN TRAIL

5, Green Path* was well

Coliet Map—1770

CONNECTOR

ent day Harnett/Johnston Co. line with one fork going 

through what is now Wake Co. and the other through 

the southwest comer of Nash Co. It crossed Moccasin 

Creek before it meets with Turkey Creek and forms

Contentnea Creek. James Lee 

built a mill near this spot.

Although its exact course is 

lost in history. Green Path, ac

cording to Joseph W. Watson's 

article in Hash County Histori

cal Holes, followed a course 

that closely corresponds to NC 

Hwy 231 through Middlesex, 

Samaria, Gold Valley Cross

roads, and to Hwy 64 west of 

Spring Hope. Nash Co. records 

of 1780 contain a petition to 

build a road from Thomas 

Driver's Ford on Moccasin 

Creek, along a ridge and cart

way that divided the drains of 

Moccasin and Turkey Creeks, 

to the Tarboro Road, now Hwy 

97, near Stephen Young's, 

down the road to Turkey 

Creek Bridge, and then to 

Samuel Bryant’s Ford on Tar 

River. This may

See Green , Page 14, Col.2

Header's Choice

Local Color

When Life Stretched out Before 

Me Fair-Memories of Growing Up 

in North Carolina, 1924-1942 by 

Linwood S. Inscoe, Jr. gives an ac

count of 18 years of his own life 

growing up in Nashville, NC.

Borrowing the title from a line of 

^ne of his "Grampa Inscoe's" 

woems written at age 69 to express 

his feelings as he looked back on his 

life, the author wanted to let his

children and grandchildren know 

what it was like growing up during 

the Depression in a different era.

Life expectancy was 54.1 years in 

1924. A loaf of bread cost 90, gas 

was 110 a gallon, annual income 

was $2,196 in those days, when 

Calvin Coolidge was President and 

the United States did not have a 

vice president. Nashville had a 

population of less than 2000, and 

the largest store in town was Jones, 

May and Co.

The Inscoe household fared better 

than most because L. S. Inscoe, Sr. 

had a steady job as Supt. Of Nash 

Co. Schools. In spite of poverty, 

there was little crime and people 

seldom locked their doors.

The author's favorite Sunday af

ternoon trek was behind the ceme

tery along the banks of Stony 

Creek. Playing pool on the back 

table in Carl Cooper's pool hall 

when there were no paying custom

ers wanting the table was another 

favorite past time. Mrs. Cooper 

would serve biscuits and "Cincinna

ti" chicken (fat back) to Linwood, 

Jr. and Kendall Cooper after 

school. When school was out, base

ball was the most popular sport, and 

"Sally Ann's" swimming hole was 

the most popular place.

Unfortunately, this delightful 

book is temporarily out of print; 

however, a copy of it is in Braswell 

Memorial Library.



Peachtree 

Missionary 

Baptist Church

By Annie Pearl Brantley

Peachtree Missionary Baptist

Church may be the oldest Mission

ary Baptist Church in Nash Co, NC. 

under continuous organization. Ac

cording to legend, the first meetings 

took place under a bush arbor with 

circuit riders as preachers. The min

utes of the church indicate that by 

1809 the church, then called Moses 

Meeting House, was well estab

lished. However, they provide no in

formation about exactly where the 

first church was located. In 1813 the 

church was moved to its present site 

at Peachtree Grove, 3 miles north 

of Spring Hope, NC on Hwy. 581.

The land for the church was do

nated by William "Billy” Hunt, a 

large landowner in the area. The log 

building had 2 doors on the front 

and a place for slaves to sit behind 

the pulpit. There was a rear door for 

their use.

In 1856 the church contracted 

with Josephus Edwards to have a 

new church built for $700. This 

building was tom down and re

placed in 1910. This later building 

was destroyed by fire in 1919, re-

Blondie

built in 1920, and finally replaced 

by a brick structure in 1957.

Peachtree Church was known 

years ago as the "Mother of Chur

ches" because pastors from Peach

tree worked to establish several 

other churches in Nash Co. In the 

second half of the 19th century’, 

G.W. Coppedge organized Ephesus 

Church. W.H. Edwards helped or

ganize Pleasant Grove Church, 

and R.W. Delbridge and George 

Duke helped organize Philadelphia 

Church.

Minutes for the years 1809-1870 

indicate that both masters and slaves 

were received as members in the 

church. It is believed that minutes 

after 1870 were destroyed when the 

church burned in 1919.

Below is a list of people men

tioned in the early minutes of 

Peachtree Missionary Baptist 

Church. Most are members, but 

some have other connections to the 

church. The year the person first ap

pears in the minutes is also in

cluded. Where noted in the minutes, 

the indication MOC (man of color) 

or WOC (woman of color) is in

cluded. A list of slaves mentioned in 

the minutes is included with the 

name of the owner, indicated by PO 

(property of) as used throughout the 

minutes. The names are spelled as 

they are in the transcription used by 

the editors.
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1809

Jordan Sherrod Henry Hunt

Philoeman Bennett Isaac Bm|

William (Wheless) Joseph Paiw;

_____Caroon Martha Etheridge

Elizabeth White James Soloman

Thomas Floyd Martha Brown

Polly Parrott Peter Etheridge

Messy (Nancy) Etheridge Denton 

George (Walker) Margaret Walker 

Argin Sykes Joseph Hopkins

Rebecca Baines Betsy (Baines)

Polly Bass Nicy Adams

1810

Rebecca Brown 

Susanna Parker

Barbara_______

Elizabeth Griffin 

Lettuce Wheless

John Brown 

Patsy Bryant 

Isaac Adams 

Drucilla Manning

1811

Diana Odom 

Zachariah Sykes 

Millie Savage 

Gidion Bass 

George Boddie

Phoeby Andrews 

Patsy Savage

_____Thomas

Rise White

1812

Jessie Adams Elizabeth Soloman

Carson_____  Sarah Dance

Rebecca Hamm Jacob, MOC

Bernice

1813

Nancy Hunt Isaac Morris

Susan Morris Silvia Owen, WOC 

Fanny, PO John Huff T. Sikes 

Dorothy, PO Charles Hammond 

Temperance, WOC Eliza Pippin



Wtrcu Out fob Buffho!

It was 3 Oct 1728 when they came upon buffalo

tracks. Col. William Byrd and his party were in the vi

cinity of Tewahominy Creek (Aaron Creek) in the 

neighborhood of north Person Co. NC. surveying the 

dividing line between NC and VA. Although they had 

observed signs, they had not seen the creatures. Col.

Byrd commented: "They either Smelt us out, having that 

sense very Quick, or else were alarm’d at the Noise that 

so many people must necessarily make in marching 

along. At the Sight of a Man they will Snort and Grunt, 

cock up their ridiculous Short Taile, and tear up the 

Ground with a Sort of Timorous Fury...."

The next day, near Sugartree 

Creek, " one of our Men Spy’d three 

Buffaloes, but his Piece being loaded 

only with Goose-shot, he was able to 

make no effectual Impression on 

their thick hides. ..."

However, it was not until the re

turn trip that they bagged their game.

Byrd wrote: "We took up our Quar

ters upon Sugartree Creek ... One of 

ic men had the Luck to meet with a Young Buffalo of 

two Years Old. It was a Bull, which, notwithstanding he 

was no older, was as big as an ordinary Ox. 1 lis legs are 

very thick and very Short, and his Hoofs exceeding 

broad. His back rose into a kind of Bunch a little above 

the Shoulders, which I believe contributes not a little to 

that creature’s enormous Strength. His Body is vastly 

deep from the shoulders to the Brisket, sometimes 6 feet 

in those that are full grown. The portly figure of this 

Animal is disgrac’d by a Shabby little Tail, not above 12

Inches long. This he cocks up on end whenever he’s in a 

Passion, and, instead of lowing or bellowing, grunts with 

no better grace than a Hog.

The Hair growing on his I lead and Neck is long and 

Shagged, and so soft that it will Spin into Thread not un

like Mohair, which might be wove into a Sort of Camlet. 

Some People have Stockings knit of it, that would have 

serv'd an Israelite during his forty7 Years' march thro' the 

Wilderness.

Its horns are short and Strong, of which the Indians 

make large Spoons, which they say will Split and fall to 

Pieces whenever Poison is put into them. Its Colour is a 

dirty Brown, and its hide so thick that it is Scarce pene

trable. I lowever, it makes very Spongy Sole Leather by 

the ordinary method of'fanning, tho’ this fault might by

good Contrivance be mended.

As thick as this poor Beast's Hide 

was, a Bullet made Shift to enter it and 

fetch him down. It was found all alone, 

tho' Buffaloes Seldom arc—

The Men were so delighted with 

this new dyet, that the Gridiron and 

Frying-Pan had no more rest all night, 

than a poor Husband Subject to Curtain 

Lectures. Buffaloes may be easily tamed 

when they are taken young...

If we could get into a breed of them they might be 

made very usefull, not only for the Dairy, by giving an 

Ocean of Milk but also for drawing vast and cumber

some Weights by their prodigious Strength. These with 

the other Advantages I mention'd before, wou'd make 

this sort of Cattle more profitable to the owner, than any 

other we are acquainted with, though they would need a 

world of Provender."
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Granville 

County Patriots 

of the Revolution

Took the Oath of 

Allegiance—30 May 1778 

Oxford District

^David Bullock, Robt. Reid, Am
brose Barker, Jeremiah Frazer, Edw. 

Moore, Robt. Boyd, Edward Bass, 

Lem. Goodwin, Elisha Lensey,

Charles Spoe, Reuben Talley, 

Thomas Howell, Stephen Jett, Benj. 

Hester, John Searcey, Jr., Thomas 

Crews, John Boyd, William Lassit

er, Tonalham Parker, Archibald 

Mitchell, Tesey Day, Lewis Ander

son, Nathan Bass, Hardy Bass, 

Drury Tabort, Benj Bass, Li gey 

Bass, John Jones, Peyton Wood, 

Francis Hester, John Miner, James 

Johnstone, John Guest, Edward 

Knowland, Henry Taylor, John 

Moon, Jonathan White, Wm. H. 

Searcy, Giles Hudspeth, Joseph 

Moore, Cannady Young, Ronels

Britisell, William Jinnings, Wm. 

Cawthorn, Abra. Cook, James Cem- 

ple, John Upchurch, George Bras, 

Zachariah Hampton, Richard Harris, 

Jr., John Pullam, Richard Brinkley, 

William Upchurch, John Hudgpeth, 

Henry R. Harding, Henry Smith, 

Robert Hudlestone, Thomas Hicks, 

Richard Searcy, Joseph Reen, Rich

ard Dean, Robert Dean, George 

Hunt, James Hunt, Samuel Hunt, 

Sherwood White, Jordon Gillom, 

Robert Hicks, John Whicker, James 

Crews, Gideon Crews, Robert Hes

ter, Nicholas Talley.



I Htf4 How*

From an 1895 article b'i' Dr. W.W. Parker, Major, CSA

... One of the things that would soon take place in

the absence of women would be the wash-tub. It’s a 

good thing sheets are not known in the army. They 

would never be washed. Sleeping between blankets in 

winter is well enough. In summer we slept on them. I 

only once attempted to wash a handkerchief in the 

army, and the result was that the white parts were 

made black, and the soiled parts greatly extended. I 

used sand instead of soap. We had, as a rule, dirty 

shoes, as well as dirty shirts, dirty hands, and dirty 

faces, dish-rags incredibly and universally dirty. 

Whether the water was dirty or not seemed never to 

concern any one; it was this or none.

I used to be surprised at the 

ease with which men found water 

on a cloudy night, when you 

could hardly see your hand before 

you. So soon as the company 

halted for the night, a man from 

each mess would hasten with his 

wooden bucket and tin dipper to 

beg water for cooking. Knowing 

water is found in low places, the 

solder would plunge down hills 

until he came to a creek. Some

times a fellow would be too lazy 

to go , and would have to beg a little water to make his 

coffee. I don’t think I ever heard the inquiry made, "Is 

the water good?" Before beginning to prepare his 

dough for making bread, the cook, if he had plenty of 

water, would get one of the boys to pour a little water 

upon his hands, which were wiped upon a dirty towel.

There was no complaint of want of appetite. Every

thing was good. The only trouble was about quantity. I 

defy any man or woman to make two dozen biscuit, 

every one exactly the same size, and yet, if they were 

not, there was trouble in the mess. The cook eyed each 

one, turning them around, eyeing their rotundity, thick

ness, etc. They were, when done, generally put in little 

piles on the ground or on a bench, and viewed by the 

boarders with the keenest discrimination. There was 

much difficulty in getting the piles exactly the same 

size, though with the same number of biscuit. In one 

mess, it became a rule that the men would turn their 

backs upon the rows of biscuit and the cook would
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take a long stick and cry out: "Who will take this pile?"

If Sergeant Jones said, "I will," and turned around and 

found his pile not the biggest, he would exclaim in 

great disgust: "This is the smallest pile on the boarc^ 

But there was generally no further complaint.

Towards the close of the war meat became so scarce 

it merely greased the bread. The tin plates were 

scraped so clean they looked like they had been 

washed. Coffee had gone out of memory. Heroes, 

these poor fellows. Their sacrifices caused them to 

love the cause with deathless devotion.

My pantry held granite, china, a camp-chest, a 

chicken-coop, a medicine-chest, a stove made of a 

camp kettle, a flat-iron, one guitar, two violins, and a 

camp-bed. When at a halt the rooster and five hens 

were turned out to graze, the former tied securely by 

the hind leg; the hens were loyal to the captive rooster

and would not wander far from 

the ambulance.

Gen. Lee allowed me a fine, 

large ambulance and a pair of 

good horses all the time, incon

sideration of my treating my 

own sick men. One important 

member of my household was ^ 

docile cow that served two pur™ 

poses—to supply milk for the 

household and for transporta

tion. She generally carried the 

kitchen furniture on her back. 

She did not tremble at the rat

tling of tin cans, coffee-pot, skillet, and canteens car

ried on her back. When any of the men were sick they 

got milk, which was nectar. On the march, I would fill 

my canteen in the morning with milk, and by 10:00,1 

had butter and buttermilk.

My bugler was a musician who had a good voice. 

With my wife's guitar and 2 good violins we had good 

music. When there were delays, music by the band was 

ordered, and some would dance. Others remembered 

"Old Folks at home," or "The Girl I Left Behind Me."

John Taylor of Nash Co, NC to Osburn Strickland

of same, 10 June 1809, for 100 pounds Virginia money, 

a certain tract or parcel of land on the South side of Tar 

River; Beginning at a Red Oak above Green path,...

160 acres of land,...

John/ (K) Taylor. Wit: Gideon Strickland, Mark 

Strickland. Nash County May Court 1811. Wm Hall 

CC. LdF. Ellen PR. Nash Co. DB 5/245:
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Granville Co. Deeds Along the Tar River

1766-1772

3 Feb 1767 David Gunter Israel Eastwood 55

1 Oct 1766 George Levestor Pumphrey Edwards 58

8 Oct 1766 Gibby Chavas Giles Hudspeth 65

23 Mar 1767 Ephraim Hampton Robert Harris 97

3 Aug 1767 John Pope John Pullin 111

1 Oct 1766 Jos Jno Alston Philip Alston Jur 124

1 Oct 1766 Joseph John Alston Philip Alston Junr 125

2 Jul 1765 Jos Jno Alston Philip Alston Junr 126

8 Jul 1765 Jos Jno Alston Philip Alston Junr 127

28 Febr1767 Henry Fuller William Phillips 129

15 Aug 1767 John Rodwell Buzzard James Hopper 144

11 Sep 1767 John Green James Caudle 145

21 Jul1768 Robert Harris, Esqr Malachi Dickerson 184

1 Feb 1759 John Wilson Ezekiah Massey 214

2 Feb 1768 William Gray Moses Jewel 

alias Gowin 218

13 Nov 1769 Sherwood Harris William Hamilton 

& Co, Merchants 219

1 Dec 1768 Phillip Alston Junr Solomon Alston Junr 220

17 Apr 1768 Richard Fowler Senr Richard Fowler Junr 240

! 12 Jan 1769 Robert Harris Ephraim Flampton 241

15 Apr 1769 William Person Thomas Person 246

17 Oct 1769 Henry Graves David Lewis Junr 268

23 Aug 1768 Charles Williams Henry Graves 271

20 Jul 1768 James Caudle Petter Nowland 276

18 Sep 1769 Malachi Dickerson John Harris 277

5 Mar 1770 Joseph Peace Senr John Peace 303

31 Oct 1769 Malachi Dickerson Abraham Cook 305

18Jul 1770 Thomas Lowe Solomon Alston Junr 313

18 Jul 1770 Thomas Lowe Solomon Alston Junior 314

8 Oct 1768 Benjamin Hubbard Israel Eastwood 320

28 Sep 1767 Robt Mills Senr Joseph Cooper 360

15 Feb 1769 James Caudle Isom Caudle 362

12 Apr 1771 Stephen Merrit Thomas Philpot 379

30 Aug 1770 Stephen Williams & 

Peter Russel

Thomas Critcher 380

12 Dec 1770 Absalom Langston Samuel Hambrick 437

15 Aug 1767 John Rodwell Buzzard James Hopper 438

12 Jan 1771 William Hamilton & Co William Alston 448

1771 William Alston & Charity Reuben Searcy 449

30 Nov 1771 Sarah Alston, widow & Robert Lewis 

relict of Solomon Alston, Esqr

475

^19 Feb 1772
Pumphrey Edwards Richard Jones 483

[Taken from Granville County North Carolina Deeds 1766-1775, 

by Timothy W. Rackley]

Abstracl

Kay Kyser-How 

He Became A

By James Allen Whitaker, MD

Before World War II, at the

Gooches on Franklin

In September, 

1923, James

world.

Kay became an Assistant Manager

ager. Other Assistant Managers 

were Carrigan Wilson, Kendrick 

Smith, and Shepperd Strudwick. 

Shepperd later went to Hollywood. 

His name was changed to Strud

wick Nash, and he became a big 

movie star.

Charlie Koonce was a boarder at 

See Kyser, Page 12
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Mrs. Ledbetter's. He had recently 

transferred to the University from 

Randolph Macon College, in Ash

land, VA. One day Charlie 

introduced me to Benny Cash, a 

visitor, who had been a friend of 

Charlie's in high school in Raleigh.

I had known Cash to be a popular, 

accomplished pianist. I had seen 

him in the orchestra at dances. Also, 

during my last years in high school 

in Zebulon, near Raleigh, 1 had been 

a saxophon

ist with the

12

120th Infan

try Band

which met 

for practice 

each Sunday 

over Briggs 

Hardware 

Store on 

Fayetteville Street, Raleigh. Ra

leigh musicians gathered there and 

Benny Cash was one of those; so, he 

and l were not total strangers. He 

had a right to assume that I was a 

musician.

After my introduction to Cash, 

Charlie said they would like to talk 

to me. Cash had a problem, and he 

was worried. Charlie thought I 

could help Cash. The problem was 

that Cash was a member of a dance 

orchestra, a group of young men 

whose leader had abandoned them 

in Chapel Hill suddenly and without 

notice. They claimed to be helpless, 

and hunger was setting in!

All they wanted me to do was to 

take over the group of musicians 

and be the leader of the hand. With 

my "knowledge of band music" it 

would be no problem, they said, be

cause they would furnish the music 

and tell me how to perform the du

ties of a band leader. Of course 1 

knew my limits, my personality and 

my lack of knowledge of this sub

ject, so I was not about to get in that 

ball game.

Cash wouldn't listen when I said 

"No." He told me that I should at 

least go meet the others, meaning 

the rest of the orchestra. So, we 

went up Franklin Street to a two- 

story brick building. There was a fu

neral parlor downstairs and an or

chestra upstairs. The funeral parlor 

looked OK. The men of the band 

were young, attractive enough,

friendly, and 

anxious- 

maybe 

hungry, too. 

They were 

worried. I 

wanted to 

help them, 

but I wanted 

to do it my

ROCKY MOUNT TO CELEBRATE KAY KYSER DAY

way.
Again, I gave them the pitch 

about my stage fright, my lack of 

know-how and my lack of interest. 

They reminded me that 1 didn't seem 

to have stage fright when I stood be

fore the whole dining-room crowd 

and made those speeches, that 1 had 

taken from Kay Kyser, regarding the 

adverse effects delinquent accounts 

have on boarding houses.

This went on for a few days, in

cluding a weekend. I tried my best 

to think of someone who could help 

those poor fellows. They had settled 

on me. That was a fact.

Monday, as I walked towards 

Mrs. Ledetter's house, Kay Kyser 

came out the front door. There's the 

man! Why I had not thought of him 

before I'll never know. I described 

the situation. Kay was interested. I 

then introduced Kay to Cash and 

Charlie. The solution solidified. 

Pretty7 soon the group was holding 

band practice in Girard Hall. Kay 

Kyser was now in the dance orches

tra business, doing fine. Mrs. Led

better made me the Head Manger.

Kay was the logical one for this £ 

orchestra undertaking. He had al

ready demonstrated a strong stage 

presence. He participated in college 

theatricals. The Playmakers, The 

Wigue and Masque, The Black 

and White Review. He was the 

Chief Cheerleader, and the origina

tor and leader of the famous Gheer- 

ios. All he needed was an 

introduction to fifteen or so first 

class, hungry musicians. Voila!

RMHS 1923 

Graduates

James Kern Kyser, Charlie Carlyle Her

rington, Elizabeth Battle Jenkins, George 

Edgar Joyner, Hazel Irene King, Vivian 

Broadnax Smith, Marjorie Taylor, Sarah 

Elizabeth Huffines, Edwin Robert McGo

wan, Jr., George Davis Hunter, David a 
Worth Joyner, Doris Ivey, Wade Hampton* 

Taylor, Jr., Betty Stevens Jenkins, William 

Thomas Huff. Helen Cochran, Marion 

Farmer Pearson, Cleo Frances Jenkins, 

William Emil Noble, Braxton Craig Daugh- 

tridge, Margaret Estelle Moore, Phesington 

Edward Trevathan, Pat Allen Taylor, Esther 

Mae Sullivan, Bernard Monroe Sutton, Ava 

Gertrude Bass, Samuel Tilden Anderson, 

Katherine Morton, Braxton Linwood Per

kins, Vira Ellis Edwards, Marion Clifford 

Finch, Sadie Belle Proctor, Elsie Fligel,

Jesse Ethelred Calhoun, Alice Mae Parker, 

Emma Lorene Short, Frank Smith Wilkin

son, Irene Mary Sexton, Harvey Jordan 

Daughtridge, Walter Clyde Straughan, Thel

ma Athelstone Exum, Viola Gertrude Baker, 

Mabel Elizabeth Skinner, Marion Douglas 

Dunn, Winnie 

Louise Hinton, Lou 

Harriet Batts, Mar

garet Hales Green,

Esther Katherine 

Johnson, William 

Guilford Horne, Jo

seph Louis Brake 
' "Mary" , The Mascot

J *



Soldier, Cont. From P. 5 

tion that those who would enlist for 

^Jwo months and equip themselves 
^P-'ith horse & apparatus should have 

a credit for a three months tour.— 

This Declarant so enlisted & fur

nished his own horse and the regi

ment rendezvoused at Granville 

Courthouse. From Granville Court

house the Regiment took routes 

through Orange, Guilford, Ran

dolph & Chatham Counties in 

which Counties the Tories were 

very numerous.

This Declarant went [with part of 

Col. Malmady’s Regiment] to scour 

the Tory section of the country - He 

was dispatched by his immediate of

ficer, John Williams Daniel who 

was his Capt., to the County of 

Granville with an express to Col. 

Joseph Taylor the commanding 

Col. Of the County and whilst on 

the trip was discharged with a credit 

r two months service making up

wards of seven months of total ser

vice. -

In the summer of 1781, this De

clarant was drafted and mustered 

into service - his Capt. Was Charles 

Yancy.— A number of ammunition 

wagons loaded for the south arrived 

[at Granville Court house] and as it 

was necessary for them to have a 

guard by reason of danger from the 

Tories, Yancy’s company was dis

patched with the wagons and con

voyed them to Frohawk’s Mills 

[Rowan County] where a sergeant 

and some soldiers preparing car

tridges for the army were stationed. 

—It being thought necessary to 

Jj^gggthenjhe guard over the am-

ATTENTION!

«
orth Carolina residents will wit

; a total eclipse of the moon at 

midnight on the 22 of July.

______  July 18, 1888
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munition thus deposited a sergeant 

named Thomas Willbourn belong

ing to Capt. Yancy’s company with a 

part of the men including the Decla

rant was then stationed.— Before 

the tour expired he was permitted to 

return home on furlough which he 

did and about two weeks after his 

return, he was discharged.

In 1781 this Declarant migrated 

to the District of Kentucky and 

settled at Daniel Boone's new sta

tion. In June 1782 a call for men 

was made by the Government and 

this Declarant went in obedience to 

that call into service under the com

mand of Capt. Robert Patterson 

whose Company was directed to 

join Gen' George 

Rogers Clark's 

Army at the mouth 

of the Kentucky 

River. We met the 

Row Galley [or 

Barge] having then 

on board a number 

of regular soldiers 

and two regular of

ficers, Capt 

George and Capt 

Pratt or Platt. The 

Galley proceeded up the river to the 

mouth of Big Bear Creek. —We 

lay there about a week and were in

formed that a body of Indians were 

lying at a place called Mills Town, 

but the river being low and it being 

supposed to be an unprofitable 

Campaign the Galley returned to 

Louisville after discharging this de

clarant’s company. This company 

made their way home through the 

wilderness. - [After about a month] 

he joined the inhabitants living in 

Bryant Station under the command 

of John Craig. On the 16th August 

[1782] a body of Indians under the 

command of Simon Girty and Col. 

McKee appearred before the Fort

and demanded a surrender after hav

ing first made a very violent assault 

and attempted to take the fort by 

stonn. - The attack was renewed 

and continued about twenty four 

hours when the assailants with

drew.— After the attack they with

drew towards the Blue Licks and 

within a few days they were fol

lowed by a body of whites under the 

command of Cols. John Todd, Ste

phen Trigg & Daniel Boone. This 

Declarant was not one of the party 

that followed the Indians. He re

ceived a wound or rather violent 

bruise upon one of [his] feet by a 

fall of a heavy piece of timber dur

ing the attack of the Indians upon 

the fort which wholly 

disabled him for a 

time from walking. 

—In October [1782] 

this Declarant was one 

of those who attended 

the call [to join Gener

al George Rogers 

Clark] and he with the 

Army proceeded to the 

Shawnee towns on the 

Big Miami River.— 

There was no general 

engagement only some nightly skir

mishes.—We burnt the Indians 

towns. The most of the Indians it 

was understood were out hunting. 

After somewhat less than a month 

we returned and the Militia was 

then sent home. —This Declarant 

was upon this occasion commanded 

by Capt. Charles Hazelrigg, Capt. 

Wm. McConnell, and Capt. John 

Constant. This was the last cam

paign of this Declarant till the 

Treaty of Peace between the United 

States and Great Britain.

(Signed) JohruSe^cvrcy

[Application for Rev War Pension Applied 

for and Received in Owen Co., KY.j

CONNECTOR
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Penn, Cont From P. 1 

married Susannah Lym(n)e in 

1763, and they had 2 children, Wil

liam and Lucy, who married Col. 

John Taylor of Caroline Co, VA. 

After practicing law in VA for 12 

years, Penn moved to Williamsboro, 

Granville Co., NC in 1774, probably 

because there were relatives living 

there. He soon became a community 

leader and was chosen to represent 

the county in the NC Provincial 

Congress the next year. Within a 

month after his election to the Pro

vincial Congress, Penn was chosen 

as a delegate to the Continental 

Congress in Philadelphia.

Fearing that the masses would not

understand the seri

ousness of the young 

country's split with 

England, Penn 

wrote Thomas Per

son, "For God's sake, 

my Good Sir, en

courage our People, 

animate them to dare even to die for 

their country." The new national 

government, with no currency and 

no army, left it to its delegates to 

buy all kinds of supplies: "pam

phlets, sermons, cannon, gunpow

der, drums and pills."

Although Penn was an amiable 

man, he and Henry Laurens of SC, 

President of Congress, became in

volved in some personal difficulty. 

As a result, Laurens challenged 

Penn to a duel. Arrangements were 

made, but both men boarded at the 

same place. The morning of the duel 

they ate breakfast together and then 

started out to the duel site, a vacant 

lot opposite the Masonic Hall on 

Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. On

the way the men had to cross a deep 

slough at Fifth Street. Penn offered 

to help the older man across; Lau

rens accepted the aid. Penn then

suggested that they abandon their 

foolish plan to duel, and Laurens 

agreed.

Penn's health began to decline by 

1781, and he declined further ap

pointments. After his retirement 

from public activity, little is known 

about the rest of his life. He died in 

September of 1788 at the age of 46 

and was buried at his homeplace 

near Island Creek in Granville Co.

In 1894, his remains were moved to 

Guilford Battle Ground.

Green Path, From P. 7 

be the route followed by the Green 

Path.

Green Path probably crossed Tar 

River at a shallow ford near Webb's 

Mill about 10 or 15 miles west of 

Lamon’s Ferry and continued 

across Peachtree Creek and Sandy 

Creek at the Nash/Franklin Co line. 

John Watson was an early mer

chant who owned a store and grist 

mill on the Green Path. His planta

tion and mill were on upper Swift 

Creek at the present Franklin Co 

line in 1756. The path went north 

through Halifax Co, crossing the 

Roanoke River near Eaton's Ferry 

and joined the Great Trading Path 

(See Summer, 1999 Connector) in 

southern VA near Petersburg.

In 1759 Deputy Sheriff Thomas 

Dixon of Edgecombe Co. sum

moned a jury to lay off a road from 

Green's Path near the head of Tos- 

neot Swamp to the Slate Ford 

overMocason (upper Contnea) 

Creek.

Because there were no good 

ports, what later became northern 

NC was first permanently settled by 

the overflow from VA. One of the 

earliest grants of NC land was to 

Rev. Roger Green who was granted 

10,000 acres by the VA assembly in 

1653. The grant was for settling 100

people on the Roanoke River and on 

the south side of the Chowan River 
for which Green himself was to re-^ 

ceive 1,000 acres wherever it 

seemed most convenient to him. We 

have no record that Rev. Green ever 

settled on his NC land. However, it 

is possible that settlers sent by him 

traveled down the Indian trading 

path, giving it the name Green, or 

Green's, Path.

In 1711, the Tuscarora Indians 

attacked the settlements along the 

Ncuse and Pamlico rivers, murder

ing over 100 people and destroying 

crops. Governor Hyde requested 

assistance from SC. Col. John 

Barnwell, known as "Tuscarora 

Jack", with 30 whites and 500 

friendly Indians, marched 300 miles 

through the wilderness to aid NC in 

its fight against the Tuscarora. It has 

been said that he traveled, at least

part of the way, along Green Path. *
*

Saponi, Cont. From P. 2

assured that the same Fate will befall 

some of their tormentors, whenever 

they fall into the Hands of their Na

tion." The intervention of a band of 

Tutelo Indians saved the Seneca and 

they were given safe conduct home.

Shortly after Lawson's visit, the Sa

poni, Tutelo, and several other small 

tribes moved east to seek government 

protection. It is commonly believed 

that the names Sapony Swamp, 

Sapony Creek, and Little Sapony 

Creek indicate the tribe stopped in 

Nash Co

in 1711, the Tuscarora Indians 

massacred a number of people in 

eastern NC, and Capt. Thomas Lee 

in Chowan Co., NC sent a messen

ger to the "Saponees" to solicit their 

help against the Tuscarora in return ^ 

for government protection. It is not" 

known whether the Saponi accepted 

the offer; however, they did cross the 

See Saponi, Page 15, Col.1
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Roanoke River and make a settle

ment, Saponie Town or Fort Chris- 

anna, near present-day 

awrenceville, VA. They were still 

there as late as 1728 when Col. Wil

liam Byrd sent there for Saponi In

dian hunters to join his line survey 

party. One of these was Ned Bear

skin who left us with most of what is 

known of the Saponi language and 

customs. Bearskin joined the survey

ors near the Roanoke River crossing 

of Green’s Path at the ford called 

Moniseep (shallow water).

During the surveying trip, a deer 

and several turkeys were killed and 

boiled together in a pot with rice and 

barley. Byrd notes that Ned Bearskin 

Mwas very superstitions in this Matter, 

and told us, with a face full of con

cern, that if we 

continued to oil 

Venison and 

Turkey together, 

we Should for the 
^Hiturc kill nothing,

because the Spirit that presided over 

the Woods would drive all the Game 

out of our Sight.”

About this time, a Saponi Indian, 

Captain Tom, got drunk at Fort 

Christanna and murdered a white 

man. The Saponi threatened that if 

Captain Tom were hanged, they 

would drive the whites beyond the 

James River. Captain Tom was 

hanged, but the Saponi retreated to 

Piedmont NC. By 1740, the Saponi, 

the Tutelo and others began migrat

ing North, eventually to NY. Ilowev- 

er, apparently some Saponi remained 

behind because in 1754 Granville 

Co. reported ’there are about 12 or 14 

Sapona men and as many women & 

children in the county.” Granville Co. 

at that time consisted of present Per

son, Granville, Warren, and Frank- 

Counties.

Virginia Patent

from ”A last of Patents Granted for 

Land in this Colony by the Honour

able Alex Spotswood. Isle of Wight: 

400 A to Edward Brantley March 

18, 1717 for diverse services per

formed towards making the new 

settlement for ye Saponie Indians at 

Christiana pursuant to a treat with 

that nation it being part of that tract 

of land whereon ye said Indians lately 

dwelt which they have surrendered in 

exchange for a like quantity assigned 

them at ye aforesaid place of Christia-
tr

na

[Submitted by Annie B. Brantley]

Home, Cont. From P. 6

returned to the army 1,289 deserters 

and reluctant conscripts.

When 45-50 year olds were later 

conscripted, the Home Guard was 

decimated. They were ordered out 

in shifts or classes to serve succes

sive tours of duty of about 30 days. 

With the progress of events, the 

Horne Guards were gradually dis

banded or returned home.

It was Capt. Sanderlin and a com

pany of the Home Guard who as

sisted the escaped prisoners of the 

Maple Leaf.

* it * $ $

Rambler Cont. From P. 1

which spring's water was best for 

the particular ailment.

The most fashionable spa in the 

area was Panacea Springs. From 

1900-1915 it was the queen. The 

huge hotel with 300-foot porches 

provided charming views of the spa

cious lawn, the twenty-acre lake, 

beautifully laid out walks and flow

erbeds, and an unusual hexagonal 

springhouse. This marvelous place 

was located on the Warren and 

Halifax County lines, three miles 

below Littleton. Getting there could 

be a problem since the roads had not 

been made for automobiles, but 

there was the railroad that went to 

Littleton and the hotel horse-drawn 

bus met every train.

Wasp-waist, floor-length gowns 

and huge hats made packing a chore 

as did shoes for every occasion, 

parasols, purses, special toys, and 

invalid requirements. Boating, 

swimming, walking tours, tennis, 

billiards, pool, bowling, cards, tea 

dances, germans, and barbecues 

were some of the activities available 

at the resort. Of course, the guests 

wanted to be properly dressed. No 

wonder the hotel buses were piled 

high with the guests' belongings.

Many people through the years 

made the Panacea Hotel a success. 

Guests returned year after year to 

the fabulous resort. Lavish decora

tions, orchestras and a dance-master 

made a stay at Panacea Springs a 

memorable one. How many really 

came because of the curative water, 

and how many came for the en

chantment or illusion to high soci

ety, we do not know.

The water from the spring was 

shipped in demi-johns to many resi

dences and restaurants; some people 

would drink no other water. The 

charter of the Panacea Springs and 

Hotel Company 

was abandoned 

in 1933, but the 

glory of the 

springs will be 

remembered for 

years to come.

The bottle pic

tured was boimht 

at an estate sale 

in Emporia, VA 

in 1981 for 

$64.00.

nonce

C.VV. Porter the blind preacher 

of Enfield, NC is in Beaufort and 

is prepared to tune and repair or

gans and pianos.

Beaufort Weekly Record Aug 3, 1888
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floating Islands, fools, &c., and then 

a Desert of Fruits, Raisins, Almonds, 

Pears, Peaches—Wines most excel

lent and admirable. I drank Madeira 

at a great Rate, found no Inconve

nience in it."

Topic of Conversation 

Over the next 2 years, independ

ence was a topic of conversation ev

erywhere: "at firesides, in the 

churches, ... along the wharves and 

piers,... at formal balls, and at cabin 

play-parties." In NC, John Penn 

was, in 1775, chosen to succeed 

Richard Caswell as a delegate to the 

Continental Congress in Philadelphia. 

He quickly lost hope of reconciliation 

with Great Britain, although he 

wished for harmony between the two 

countries.
By the spring of 1776, popular sen

timent had shifted toward separation, 

particularly in New England and the 

South. In March, SC had framed a 

constitution and when John Adams 

was informed he wrote, "the news 

from South Carolina has aroused and 

animated all the continent. ... and if 

North Carolina and Virginia should 

follow" the example, it will spread 

through all the rest of the colonies 

like electric fire." In February, em

battled NC farmers had routed Brit

ish troops and American Loyalists at 

Moore's Creek Bridge. This battle, 

which kept the British from occupy

ing the South in the early days of the 

war, has been called "the Lexington 

and Concord" of the South. When 

the NC Provincial Congress met in 

Halifax on 4 Apr 1776 the NC dele

gates to Philadelphia were on their 

way home, arriving 3 days later.

There was strong sentiment for inde

pendence and John Penn reported 

the same feeling from the Continental 

Congress. On April 12, the NC legis

lature adopted the Halifax Resolves 

calling for "Independency," and Penn 

voted in favor of the resolution.

Newspapers throughout the colonies 

praised the action taken by the NC 

group.
The Continental Congress, seated 

on cushioned chairs within the white- 

paneled walls and high windows of 

the State House in Philadelphia, 

moved slowly. The atmosphere was 

tense, with long hours of grueling de

bate and an overwhelming sense of 

responsibility. John Adams wrote, 

"Objects of the most stupendous 

magnitude, and measures in which 

the lives and liberties of millions yet

unborn are intimately interested, are 

now before us. We are in the very 

midst of a revolution, the most com
plete, unexpected and remarkable, ofjj 

any in the history of nations." The 

Halifax Resolves were read and dele

gates from other colonies sent copies 

home, urging their constituents to 

follow the NC example. The final 

showdown began on Friday, June 7, 

when Richard Henry Lee 

introduced the resolution: "... these 

United Colonies are ... free and inde- 

See United, Page 17
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Deeds Mentioning Green(s) Path

3/2/1738 

11/24/1744 

2/26/1745 

7/4/1747 

3/10/1758 

8/31/1759 

12/1761 

1/11/1761 

5/31/1762 

7/22/1762 

8/31/1762 

1/17/1763 

1765 

8/9/1765 

7/2/1767 

7/23/1767 

11/1/1767 

5/10/1768 

2/20/1769 

2/17/69 

1/8/1773 

12/12/1778 

12/13/1779 

10/21/1782 

4/27/1792 

1/19/1793 

11/17/1800 

no date

From

Jacob Braswell 

John ONeals

Christopher Clint

John Rutherford 

John Youngblood 

James Price 

Wm. Avera

Arthur Taylor 

Joseph Montfort 

Alexander Avera 

Alexander Avera Yr 

James Brown 

Benjamin Lane 

Benjamin Lane 

Alexander Avera

John Smith 

Elijah Walter? 

James Lockhart 

Moses Benton

To

Thomas Brown 

John Lott

Joseph John Clinch 

James Lee 

Joel Williams 

Guy Hamilton 

Arthur Taylor 

James Price 

Joseph Munfort 

John Vinson

John Vinson 

Needham Bryant 

John Taylor 

James Rosser 

Alexander Avera younger 

Jesse Brown 

Alexander Avera 

Newet Lane 

Newit Lane 

Aaron Vinson 

John Rand 

Henry Blurton 

Theophilus Hunter 

Elijah Walter?

James Lockhart 

Peter Williams
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pendent States, that they are absolved 

all allegiance to the British 

^^rown, and that all political connec

tion between them and the State of 

Great Britain is ... totally dissolved." 

A few delegates opposed the resolu

tion and bitter debate raged as Con

gress remained in session that 

evening until 7 o'clock and resumed 

on the following Monday. Finally, on 

Tuesday, a final vote on the resolu

tion was scheduled for July 1 when 

the members were "enjoined to at

tend punctually at ten o'clock." In 

case the resolution was approved, a 

committee consisting of "Mr. Jeffer

son, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Franklin, 

Mr. Sherman, and Mr. R.R. Li

vingston" was appointed to prepare 

the Declaration of Independence.

Angry Message

The constituents at home, eager for 

action, questioned the delay. John 

Adams received an angry message 

m Benjamin Kent, "What in the 

name of Common Sense arc you 

gentlemen of the Continental Con

gress about? Is it dozing, amusing it

self?" Adams replied, "Remember, 

you cannot make thirteen clocks 

strike precisely alike at the same 

Second."

By Friday, June 28, the draft of the 

Declaration of Independence was 

ready. Congress met at nine o'clock in 

the morning. The committee pres

ented its "draught" which was read 

and "ordered to lie on the table" until 

July 1. There was no discussion, al

though other matters of business 

were brought up. "The first day of 

July will be remarkable," wrote John 

Penn of NC, "then the question rela

tive to Independence will be agitated 

and there is no doubt but a total 

separation from Great Britain will 

£kc place."

^P(uly 1 was a day of "fine sunshine" 

which grew "very warm." "At 4 came 

a thundergust with rain, cleared up by

six.. .of the day." The mood was 

somber as word came of a British in

vasion force off Long Island. The 

delegates fidgeted anxiously as they 

continued their arduous debate on 

Richard Henry Lee's motion to sepa

rate from England. Only a handful 

of delegates opposed the motion. 

John Adams, speaking in favor of the 

resolution, was forced to raise his 

voice over the thunder. In the midst 

of his speech a courier arrived freeing 

the Maryland delegation to vote for 

independence. As darkness fell, John 

Hancock summoned the clerk to 

bring candles. A procedural vote 

showed that nine colonies favored 

the resolution. Pennsylvania voted 

against it, Delaware’s two delegates 

split their votes, and, unexpectedly. 

South Carolina voted "No," although 

with reservations. Thomas Jefferson 

described the scene: "It was now eve

ning, the members exhausted by a de

bate of nine hours, during which all 

the powers of the soul had been dis

tended with the magnitude of the ob

ject—without refreshment, without a 

pause—and the delegates of South 

Carolina desired that the final deci

sion be put off to the next morning 

that they might still weigh in their 

own minds their ultimate vote."

During the evening, there was 

much soul searching and politicking.

A dispatch rider galloped to Wil

mington, Delaware to fetch Caesar 

Rodney, Delaware’s third delegate, 

who was known to favor indepen

dence but was languishing at home in 

his sick bed in order to put Delaware 

in the "Yes" column..

When Congress assembled on July 

2, a day of gentle summer showers, 

the vote was quickly taken and it 

passed 12 to 0, with New York ab

staining. Rodney was present, and 

two Pennsylvania delegates did not 

attend, while the third changed his 

vote to "Yes." New York abstained, 

but South Carolina reversed itself.

John Adams wrote his wife, "The se

cond day of July, 1776, .. .will be cele

brated by succeeding generations as 

the great anniversary festival. .. .It 

ought to be solemnized with pomp 

and parade, with shows, games, 

sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illu

minations from one end of this conti

nent to the other." As we know, it 

was not the 2nd, but the 4th of July 

that was destined for celebration.

The Final Document

At last, the Declaration of Inde

pendence came up for discussion.

The document was dissected, dis

cussed, and criticized page by page, 

sentence by sentence and word by 

word on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of July. 

"'The harassed delegates in Carpen

ter’s 1 lall sat swatting swarms of flies 

and debating the draft Thomas Jef

ferson had written." When the de

bate finally came to an end on the 

evening of the 4th, Mr. Benjamin 

Harrison, Speaker, read the final 

document to the delegates. They lis

tened in absolute silence to the ring

ing words, "When in the course of 

human events it becomes necessary 

for one people to dissolve the politi

cal bands which have connected 

them with another... ." They nodded 

as they agreed "that all men arc 

created equal; that they are endowed 

by their Creator with inherent and in

alienable rights, ..." As the charges 

against the King were heralded— 

"...refused his assent to laws ... nec

essary for the public good, ... called 

together legislative bodies at places 

unusual and uncomfortable; ...endea- 

See United, Page 18, Col. 1

In the Old Days

W hen a man dressed for the eve

ning, he put on a night shirt.

Men made the same wife do for a 

lifetime.

Pierced ears were thought to help 

weak eyes.
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vored to prevent the population of 

these states; ...made judges depen

dant on his will alone; ...plundered 

our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt 

our towns and destroyed the lives of 

our people; .. .waged cruel war 

against human nature itself, violating 

its most sacred rights of life and liber

ty'"—the hall seemed to resound. And 

then, the climax, as "the representa

tives of the United States ... reject 

and renounce all allegiance and sub

jection to the kings of Great Britain 

... and declare these colonies to be 

free and independent states ... ." The 

triumphant manifesto swelled toward 

the final sentence, "And for the sup

port of this declaration we mutually 

pledge to each other our lives, our 

fortunes and our sacred honour."

The Signing

The delegates signed the Declara

tion of Independence on July 4,1776. 

Thomas Jefferson recorded the tem

perature at GAM at 68° F and later 

noted that the highest temperature of 

the day was 76°, fairly comfortable 

for the time of year. John Penn, Wil

liam Hooper and and Joseph 

Hewes signed for NC. One might 

wonder if John Penn and the others 

heard the monstrously fat Benjamin 

Harrison, in a grisly attempt at hu

mour, say to slighdy built Elbridge 

Gerry: "I shall have a great advantage 

over you, Mr. Gerry, when we are all 

hung for what we are now doing. 

From the size and weight of my body 

1 shall die in a few minutes, but from 

the lightness of your body, you will 

dance in the air an hour or two be

fore you are dead."

18

Weather Alert

April 1798— a tornado passed through the country, and through Tar  ̂

boro, which leveled trees and houses as it passed. In Tarboro several 

houses and chimneys were blown down.

Flood Stopped Iredell From Crossing Tar River

On April 10,1798, Justice James Ireilell of the Supreme Court,

wrote to his wife from Williamston, NC about his difficulties in crossing 

the Tar River at Tarboro, apparently because a flood had washed away 

the bridge. Wrote Iredell:

"I found it impossible to cross the Tar River at Tarboro, or to proceed 

in any other direction. I left Mr. Johnston's with very little hope on Sat

urday, but resolved to make every effort in my power to get on. 1 proceed

ed accordingly with a letter to Colonel Mayo to assist me on the road of 

necessity. I was soon informed that all bridges had been broken up, but 

that he had been repairing two that morning, and I reached his house (18 

miles hence) without difficulty.

"He told me he suspected the bridges in a great swamp called Coneta 

had been carried away, but recommended me go on to Mr. Pippen, on 

this side of it and request his advice and assistance.

"I had proceeded several miles when Colonel Mayo overtook me in or

der that he might speak to Mr. Pippen himself. We found the bridges 

were gone, but he thought with the aid of two negroes, whom he lent me,

1 might get safely through. They both assured me, after passing the 

swamp, there was no obstacle to my passing safely to the banks of the riv

er; for, though 1 should have to go through a great deal of water, none of 

it was very deep."

As a matter of fact, progress had to be halted on account of "swimming 

water". In such a desperate situation, with night approaching, he "found a 

most obliging man and his wife, Mr. And Mrs. Ford, who had lately re

moved from the neighborhood of Halifax.

"The people are apparently poor, but singularly kind and hospitable. 

"The river was then higher than it had been known for 20 years and was 

then rising. If it fell, Mr. Ford told me it would be two or three days be

fore the swamps would be passable without swimming. 1 saw no possibil

ity of crossing with my chair (a 2-wheeled chaise or gig) and horses 

without great work and delay, and had every reason to believe every road 

beyond Tarboro would be impracticable for some time. I then inquired if 

I could take any other road, even that to Halifax, but found unsurmount- 

able obstacles. Calculating the time 1 had to spare, 1 was convinced there 

was not the slightest possibility of my getting to Savannah in time, and 

being in a private house, where 1 could not prevail upon the family to re

ceive any renumeration, not a single tavern between that and this place ^ 

on the only passable road, I at length, with inexpressable reluctance, gave 

up the attempt to reach Savannah. "
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The Great Escape

It was June, 1863, off the VA 

£oast. 'fhe U.S. transport Maple 

Leaf, under the command of Capt. 

Henry W. Dale was transporting 97 

Rebel officers to the federal prison 

camp at Fort Delaware. Only 9 of 

the prisoners had NC ties: William 

H. Duff, CPT 3rd Brigade, CSA, 

captured in Green Co.; F.Y. Hicks, 

ILT, Co 13, 49th N.C, captured in 

Craven Co, April 21,1863, resident 

of Camp Call, NC; D.M. McDo

nald, ILT, Co 13, 56th NC, captured 

at Gum Swamp, NC, May 22,1863, 

resident of Fayetteville, NC; W. E. 

Melburne, ILT, 27th NC, captured 

in Berlin Co, Jan. 4,1863; J.A. Mor

rison, ILT, 50th NC, captured at 

Rodmans Point, NC, April 16,

1863; Edward S. Parker, CPT, 50th 

NC, captured at,. .port, NC, April 

16, 1863; R.W. Thornton, ILT, Co 

56th NC, captured at Gum 
^Kvamp, NC, May 22,1863, resident 

of Fayetteville, NC; Levi Bronson 

Williams, ILT, Co E, 63rd NC, cap

tured in Onslow Co, NC, March 8, 

1863, resident of NC, died at John

ston’s Island, Sept. 29,1863; and 

John Witmore, ILT, NC Battery (2d 

NC arty), captured at Gum Swamp, 

May 22,1863, released on parole July 

1863, resident of Cumberland Co.

The prisoners were dismayed to be 

denied parole. Capt. E.W. Fuller, 

Capt. OJ. Semmes, Capt. Eugene 

Holmes* and Col. A.R. Witt devised 

a plan of escape. Most of the prison

ers quickly joined in the plot.

Once the ship was out to sea, the 

prisoners were allowed to roam about 

the ship. They planned to overwhelm 

the sentries at the ringing of the 

ship's bell, which was to be while 

dnere was still light. The ship was just 

([^rth of Cape Henry Light House 

when the Confederates heard the bell 

and quickly overwhelmed the sen

tries. The "rebel yell" rang out across 

the Chesapeake..

The Rebel officers knew they had 

to leave the ship before Federal sus

picions were aroused. The ship 

rounded Cape Henry and continued 

south for about 10 miles before the 

prisoners prepared to disembark. 

Seventy of the 97 elected to leave the 

ship, since some were not physically 

able to undertake the difficult trip. 

The group, armed with Federal weap

ons, used the ship’s small boats to 

disembark on the Outer Banks near 

the NC border. The landing was 

completed by sunset.

The men planned to journey to 

Richmond, but the Currituck 

Sound, 200 miles of woodland, sev

eral rivers, and the Dismal Swamp 

were between them and their objec

tive. Also, they were still inside Union 

lines with Yankee cavalry after them. 

Capt. Semmes and Capt. Holmes 

were chosen to lead the prisoners to 

Richmond, but "about all they knew 

was that they had the Atlantic 

Ocean in their rear and the Federal 

Army in their front." A local woman 

whose husband was in the Southern 

Army told them where they were and 

gave them advice on crossing the 

Currituck Sound. She advised them to 

contact Capt. Willis Sanderlin and 

allowed them to borrow her cart and 

horse.

The single file column of 70 men set 

out along the shore. Col. J.U. Green 

of TN endured great pain from new 

boots purchased 5 days earlier. He 

took them off, but his stockings and 

then the soles of his feet "were worn 

through by the hard and gritty track." 

About sunrise, the escapees met a 

group of men who offered them 

fresh water. That evening, using the 

salt makers’ open sailboats, they 

crossed the Currituck Sound in high 

wind and rough sea. They met a 

woman with a friend who prepared 

breakfast for the group and offered to

find Capt. Sanderlin. A short time lat

er she came running back to warn 

them that a regiment of Yankee caval

ry had just passed near the front gate 

of her property. At a high state of 

alert, the Rebels resumed marching 

and soon entered the swamp. Several 

hours later, Capt. Willis Burgess San

derlin reached them.

Capt. Sanderlin commanded a com

pany of 55 Home Guards specializing 

in harassing Federal forces. Traveling 

by night, the prisoners and the Home 

Guard set out for Elizabeth City, 

still marching in single file, each man 

holding the shirt tail or belt of the 

man ahead. While the soft mossy soil 

muffled the sound of their marching, 

it also hid the sounds of the enemy. 

They listened for the slightest sound 

of sabres or spurs. The first goal of 

the wary band was the Pasquotank 

River. They crossed it using boats 

the Home Guard had hidden. Their 

route would take them near Camden 

Court House and Elizabeth City to

ward the Chowan River.

Near Camden Court House, a large 

number of wagons and carts, many 

carrying women and food, ap

proached the group. Col. J.H. Green 

|TN] wrote: "We met and talked with 

all the freedom of old friends who 

had met after a long separation. A 

dance was proposed and, but for the 

lack of a fiddle, our company would 

have taken all the chances of capture 

for one hour’s dance in Dismal 

Swamp with die Camden girls. 

Knowing that we would be going 

through their town by night, they 

stayed and made the night's march 

with us."

Capt. Edward Parker [NC] de

scribed the local residents as "loyal, 

big-hearted people as live upon this 

earth, and they were by them con

cealed by day in the dense forests and 

piloted by night in short states in the 

direction of the Confederate lines. 

Continued on Page 20
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...Even the ladies came into the 

deep woods to bring cheer and food 

to the hunted as they bivouacked un

der the moss-draped trees of swamp 

and woodland."

Capt. R.T. Seckel [MO] added, 

"While in the dismal swamps, after 

we had proven who we were, a young 

lady. Miss Adelaide Campbell, 

brought us a pound cake with a Con

federate flag stuck in the center, and 

you bet we gave her three cheers 

three times over. She was a daughter 

of the sunny South, lovely, pure and

It
true.

The band separated into three 

groups. One of these found their 

Chowan River crossing 

guarded by a Federal gun

boat. They crossed the 

river further upstream, led 

by a blind man. Col.

Green described him as 

"large, robust, bushy 

headed, long-bearded, and 

old enough for his hair 

and beard to be as white
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us. Many brought provisions, delica

cies, and flowers, and the more pru

dent old farmers dispensed most 

excellent peach brandy to the faint 

and weary. ..." Parthenia Gatling, 

described the gathering: "My father 

told the captain [Capt. Whitaker 

Myers of the local militia] that he 

would do what he could with plea

sure .. .My mother put all the cooks 

to cooking as fast as possible, and 

.. .suggested that all of us should go 

to the church to see those brave Con

federates, and wish them a safe jour

ney to their friends and comrades.

We were delighted with the idea of 

seeing some real soldiers in their uni-
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it nas snow.." They spent the night near 

the landing at house whose owner 

had promised not to help the rebels. 

He said "if they made him furnish 

supper, lodging, and breakfast, and 

even compelled him to get out an old 

demijohn of whiskey, he couldn't 

help it." They next morning the 

group were taken 25 miles by wagon 

to the tracks of the Seaboard & 

Roanoke Railroad. 1 he other 2 

groups found the railroad at about 

the same time.

Local groups assisted along their 

way. Wealthy Burgess, sister of one 

of Sandcrlin's men, volunteered to 

guide one of the groups. She walked 

8 miles through the swampy forest to 

meet the officers and led them to a 

boat that carried them to safety. Lt. 

A.P. Morse told of reaching Bethel 

Church, a modest place in the midst 

of forest, "where all the women of 

the neighborhood waited to receive

forms and gathered flowers to take to 

them. ... My father laughed at us and 

said that those hungry, tired men 

would not care for flowers, but only 

for the provision in the big basket 

that was in the cart. .. .The whole 

family went after an early dinner to 

the church ground, and there they 

saw, the wonderful "Maple Leaf cap

tors.. .assembled under the shade of 

the forest trees that surrounded the 

church. ... They were delighted with 

the flowers we took to them and 

crowded around to get them and 

have them pinned on their uniforms. 

..." The memoirs of the men make 

clear that it was not the flowers, but 

the ladies who were the real attrac

tion.

Richard B. Creecy, Editor of 

Elizabeth City's The Economist, wrote, 

in 1899, of Joseph Wilson," one of 

our oldest and most esteemed citi

zens, who fed the Confederate cap-
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tors of the Maple Leaf in the swamps 

of Currituck when they were pursued 

by Federal Cavalry," of Henrietta 

Walker, "whose husband...carried 

the captors across Currituck sound 

and took care of them in the Curri

tuck Swamps," and of Ed McHor- 

ney of Coinjock, NC, "who, when a 

boy of 17, with his brother and a 

companion, conveyed some of the 

Confederate captors in their boat to 

Yeopim Creek in Perquimans 

County, and thence piloted them 

across Chowan river into the Confed

erate lines."

Another story tells of Capt. Na

thaniel Grandy, Sheriff, who was in 

the swamps looking for 

Pete Burgess, a "buffalo 

bull" [northern sympathiz

er] when he " fell in with the 

Maple Leaf Confederate 

captors, and was introduced 

to Capt. Simms.... Capt. 

Simms taught Capt. Grandy 

... the back step drill. This 

was to deceive the enemy

by walking backward into a swamp, 

so it looked like walking out of it. 

Grandy dodged Pete that way, when 

not pursuing him."

Eventually, all 70 of the Maple Leaf 

escapees reached the small town of 

Weldon in Halifax Co, NC by way 

of the Seaboard and Roanoke Rail

way. The Petersburg and Weldon 

Railway took them the remaining 85 

miles to Richmond, VA, where they 

arrived on June 22. According to Lt. 

Morse, "We entered the Confederate 

capital a dirty, fagged out, used up, 

but as happy a set of ’mbs' as ever 

wore the gray; and the wondering 

spectators on the crowded thorough

fares might have readily mistaken us 

for wild men of the forest, for such 

our unkempt locks, sun-browned vis

age and tattered covering bespoke

II —.
us.
[Taken from Escape from the Maple Leaf, by 

Col. Jerry V. Witt, U.S.A. Ret. Rub. 1993]


