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The Boy Colonel

Henry King Burgwyn, Jr.

2 October 1841—1 July 1863

It was July 1,1863. The Battle

of Gettysburg had begun. Col. 

Harry Burgwyn, just 21 years old, 

waited throughout the morning for 

the word to advance his 26th North 

Carolina Infantry Regiment. The 

regiment of over 800 men was the 

largest in Pettigrew's Brigade and 

was stationed on the extreme left of 

his line. Finally the word came, "At

tack!"

Pettigrew’s entire force moved 

forward. Pvt. Jefferson B. Mans

field raised the regimental flag. 

Within minutes, he was down. Sgt. 

Hiram Johnson, Pvt George

Nash County's 

Early Years

By Helen Watson

On her death bed in December,

1780, in Nash County, NC, Sarah 

Hunt said to friends that "if Henry 

Long ever returns from the war he 

should have (from her possessions) 

three cows, one pewter basin, one 

bed, two gowns, and one coat."

This rare personal glimpse re

minds us that behind the events of 

those far away times were the com

mon people. What, one wonders, 

was their way of life in the new

Stamper, Pvt. George W. Kelly, 

Pvt. Larkin Thomas, Pvt. John 

Vinson, and John R. Marley all at

tempted to carry the colors—all 

were downed by the intense enemy 

fire coming from the woods.

county made in 1777 from Edge

combe?

A tavern must then have been a 

bright spot to residents and travelers

[See Nash, Page 7]

GREEN HILL PLACE

Site of first annual 

conference of Methodist 

Episcopal Church, 1785. 

One mile south.

South Main Street at Bunn Road 

in Louisburg/1935

Through it all. Col. Burgwyn urged 

them on, and they surged ahead, 

forcing the federal line back. Final

ly, the Confederate and the Union 

soldiers were firing at each other at 

almost point blank range. The casu

alties were devastating. Lt Col. 

Lane later recalled the action as 

desperate. "It seemed," he wrote, "as 

if the bullets were as thick as hail

stones in a storm."

In the midst of battle, Pettigrew 

sent Capt W.W. McCreery with a 

message for Burgwyn. "Tell him his 

regiment has covered itself with 

glory today." another flag bearer 

was struck down and Capt. 

McCreery grabbed it and thrust it 

into the air. Immediately, he was 

shot. Lt George Wilcox pulled

[See Colonel, Page 5J

St. John's Day 

at Oxford

The Wants of the 

Orphan Asylum

The Oxford Leader [Granville

Co., NC] gives an interesting ac

count of the Masonic pic-nic and 

celebration of St. John's Day at that 

place, which occasion passed off 

most agreeably to the hundreds pres

ent. We give the following extracts 

bearing upon the Orphan Asylum, 

its necessities and the efforts made 

by Mr. Mills to keep the institution 

in safe waters:

[See Oxfopj), Page 4]
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GUIDELINES

1 .Members may submit three 

queries annually to the address or 

e-mail below.

2. The query should include a time 

frame and as much pertinent 

information as you have.

3. Queries should concern someone 

who has resided in the following 

counties: Person, Granville, 

Vance, Franklin, Nash, 

Edgecombe, Pitt, Beaufort, or 

adjacent counties linked to the 

Tar River by streams and creeks.

4. Please include a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope for reply by 

mail.

5. Queries will be published 

quarterly in The Connector.
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Internet
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Annual Dues - S15.00 
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^Vljonroe

President of the United States of America,

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

Sxltoto pe. That, in pursuance of the Acts of Congress appropriating and 

granting Land to the late Army of the United States, passed up and since 

the sixth day of May, 1812, Vcwma# StcoUi*\#y

having deposited in the General Land-office a Warrant in JxCif' favor, num

bered 11,600—there is granted unto The/Sctid/ VcLruty

StaZUng*------------- late a prfooter Iav Payne# Company of

ArtCCLery, a certain Tract of Land, containing one/hiAsridred/£c

bwty acre#bcmg the Soath/Catt:qr of Section Two--------- of Township

twenty North/in Range tight — in the Tract appropriated (by the 

Acts aforesaid) for Military Bounties, in the Territory of ArhaYWty’TO 

HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Quarter Section of Land, with the

appurtenances thereof, unto the said Vc^iuyStaZUng#Tind to heirs

and assigns for ever.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have caused these Letters to be made pat

ent, and the Seal of the General Land Office to be hereunto affixed. Given

under my Hand, at the City of Washington, this twenty seventh/day of 

Novenb&r in the Year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty 

and of the Independence of the United States of America the forty fifth/

By the President, »

^[osiah] WJrigb Commissioner of the General Land-Office

03 £0

Th e above land grant was Issued to Darius [actually Davis]StaIlings

for his service in the 1st Seminole War in 1817.

After the American Revolution, Spain regained control of Florida 

from Britain and Spanish colonists as well as settlers from the newly 

formed United States came pouring in.

The First Seminole War (1817-1818) be

gan when settlers attacked Florida Indians 

and the Indians retaliated by raiding isolated 

Georgia homesteads. On December 27,

1817, General Andrew Jackson took com

mand, with orders to pursue the Indians 

across the Florida boundary.

Jackson soon subdued the Seminoles and 

the US Senate ratified a treaty with Spain to 

take possession of Florida in 1819. The 

transfer took place in 1821.

[Contributed by Jim Stallings, TRC President]
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Readers Choice

Local Color

Lunatic Asylum

Historic Wilson, In Vintage Postcards, 

by J. Robert Boykin III

Postcai?i> H is t oxv Si.kiia

Historic Wilson

in Vintage Postcards

Historic Wilson in Vintage Postcards 

is a priceless collection of over 200 

images that depict, among other 

views, the Wilson Depot from the 

late 1800s, local businesses, street 

scenes, churches, cotton and to

bacco, and residential areas. The 

volume also affords readers post

cards of Nash Street when it was 

considered "one of the most beau

tiful streets in America," tobacco 

scenes when Wilson was "the 

world's largest tobacco market," 

and the infamous 1911 trial of the 

Lewis West gang. Join author}. 

Robert Boykin III, a lifelong Wil

son resident, avid postcard collec

tor, historian, antiques appraiser, 

and TRC member, on this unfor

gettable journey through Wilson's 

long and storied past.

The book may be purchased 

from Mr. Boykin at Boykin Ap

praisals Inc., 2013 US Highway 

301 South, Wilson, NC 27893, or 

by calliing (252) 237-1700.

; j > -- f . I ll nk

April 24,1873 Letter To Franklin Courier

Dear Public:— I am agent for a fertiliz

er. It is a popular Fertilizer. I have engaged to 

deliver largely, and I live ten miles from the 

Railroad, teams being scarce and rival Rail

road companies delaying each others freight 

This accounts for it all. Grissom pro

nounces my case hopeless. My mind, howev

er, remained clear till the past week. People 

up to that time had been moderate in dieir 

demands; they are now clamorous. Their

motto "Guano or death!"

Each one has been promised his, first, and each one has been more diaboli

cally deceived than any one else. They come 

at all hours. Midnight starts them off, day 

break finds them at my door, sun rise lights 

up their frenzy; noon tide glares upon them * 

disappointed by dogged, sitting on their cou

pling poles waiting for the load "we expect 

this evening™; and darkness shrouds them 

plodding home, empty and profane. They 

come in all weathers—in rain and storm be

cause they can do nothing at home, in sun

shine because they are ready and cannot wait.

They come with all known animals, black 

horses and white, bay horses and gray, and 

horses with calico spots.—Mules with shaved 

tails, mules with one eye, mules with none.

No homed steers named "Juke" and long 

homed steers, called "Buck." Donkeys all 

ears and cows with calves.

They come with all known vehicles: old 

wagons painted red, and new u7agons painted 

blue; carts made of an axle tree and two 

wheels, and carts with two planks and a 

sheep skin for a body, carts with shafts, and 

carts with tongues; dixies with a place for 

"just two legs" behind the seat, and broken 

back buggies, for "one more bag" in the foot. ; / ■ '> y

They come with all kinds of harness. Col- ."u ^

lars of leathers, collars of bark, and collars of 

shuck; reins of leather, reins of rope, and re

ins of grapevine; bridles with blind, bridles 

without, bridles of string, bridles with bits, 

and bridles of rope tied under the chin.

B.D.
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[Franklin Courier, May 2, 1873]
[Franklin Courier, 2/5/1875]
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Simmons & Slade 

" KLvnover Bank Building

5 Nassau Street 

New York

February 21,1929.

T.E. Jenkins, Esq.,

326 South Franklin Street,

Rocky Mount, N.C.

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

* I enclose you the pictures taken on my trip down with 

you on 87, please donft forget to give the fireman his.

I had a fine trip all the way, came up on Seaboard 

No. 10. Sorry not to have seen you, but I have to look 

both roads over when I do get down. However next Feb

ruary I hope to see you again.

If you get up this way don’t be afraid to give me a ring.

give him my best regards.

I will not be coming South ’till around the 10th of 

February and will try to see you. This year I expect to go 

down on the Seaboard and come back on the Coast 

Line. Probably No. 72, but will make an effort to get on 

with you. You don’t have to worry about the Coast Line 

getting the business for I am sure they will have even 

more than their share. More and more people ride on it 

each winter. However, if this stock market continues, I 

think Florida will have a very poor season, and I think 

already it has been hurt a great deal.

If you ever get to New York be sure and look me up 

and with my best regards to all the fifteen and sixteen 

hundreds I am

Very sincerely yours,

5. JL Scwdngicn, fa.

[Contributed by Hiram PerkinsonJ

Very sincerely yours, 

SJL SfcwiittgUut, fa.

Mr. T.E. Jenkins,

326 South Franklin Street, 

Rocky Mount, N.C.

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

I was more than glad to receive your letter and am 

glad to hear you and Captain Jones are still well. Please
ACL RR C-2 No. 1465 4-4-0 formerly 465 shown at 

South Rocky Mount, NC., in 1924.

[Oxford, From P. 1]

The programme of the afternoon was 

as follows: singing 

and dialogues by the 

Orphans, speech by 

Mr. Moore explain

ing the present 

condition of the 

Institution, and telling of his past 

troubles, of the many rimes he had 

risen in the morning with 106 chil

dren, four or five teachers, the ma

tron, and several servants and 

employees of the Institution on his 

hands, without knowing where their 

food for that dav was to come from: 

Many mornings had the oudook been 

enough to appall the stoutest among 

them. On several occasions they had 

been literally without meat, and once

twelve (12) lbs. was all they had for 

one day. ’’Let the head of a family,”” 

said Mr. Moore, ’’find himself with 

six or eight children on his hands, 

nothing to eat in the house, no 

money on hand or coming in, or no 

work to do by which he could earn 

some. This would give some idea of 

the trials of the Superintendent of the 

Oxford Orphan Asylum.”

At the conclusion of the remarks 

of Mr.

Moore, Ma

jor Little

john said 

’’that as the 

benefits of 

the Asvlum
j

were granted 

to those who

were not children of Masons as well 

as to those who were he hoped that 

some of the gendemen present would 

come forward and address the assem

bly, and he called on Col J.S. Amis, 

who responded by a ten minutes 

speech which added between twenty- 

five and thirty dollars to the treasury 

of the Asylum.

In conclusion we must say that 

the success of the Pic Nic, Lecture, 

and the celebration generally was far 

beyond the most ardent hopes of 

those who had the management of 

the affair. The total sum realized 

amounting to $225.10, which will 

be a great help to the Institution, and 

that too at a time when the treasury 

was completely empty.



(Colonel, From P. 1] Mass, but his formative years were

the bloody flag from under spent in Northampton Co., NC on

McCreery's body. Almost immediate- the family plantation, Thombeny. 

ly, he too was shot. It was obvious He wanted to attend West Point, 

that the act of raising the flag was an but failed to get an appointment. He 

invitation to be shot. There was a he- attended the University of NC at 

sitation, and then the flag appeared Chapel Hill, NC for 2 years and 

through the smoke of the battlefield, then enrolled in Virginia Military 

The boy colonel, Henry Burgwyn, Institute where he was placed in the 

carried it forward. Class of 1861.

His men could not allow their His father wrote to Superinten-

leader to put himself in such danger, dent Francis Smith, "... He has al- 

Pvt. Frank L. Honeycutt took die ways eschewed low & vulgar 

flag and started up the hill When he companions, & being somewhat re-

SSmt NC 

lUfint ci //

was immediately killed, Capt* Wil

liam Wilson 

took his place.

He, too, was 

shot, and at the 

same moment,

Col Burgwyn 

was felled He 

was rushed to 

the rear, but he 

was near death.

Soon after the 

news came that 

the regiment 

had beaten 

back the en

emy, Col Burg

wyn died.

served in his manner is not to

IVtlijlU'H

iy iM*n

Mr*r(!uli * ^ Jjy

Bury«vn fdl*

Rulgr

In his report of the batde, Maj. 

Gen. Henry Heth reported that 

"when the Twenty-sixth North Caro

lina Regiment encountered the se

cond line of the enemy, his dead 

marked his line of batde with the ac

curacy of a line at a dress parade." 

The 26th NC suffered the highest 

losses of any regiment. North or 

South, during the entire war. Ac

cording to one source, the regiment 

went into batde at Gettysburg with 

902 men on the rolls. By July 3 only 

three officers and 67 men answered 

the roll.

How did the young Henry' King 

Burgwyn, Jr. come to be a colonel, in 

charge of so many men at Gettys

burg? He was bom near Boston,

Battle of Gettysburg, July 1,1863

seek companionship unless he is 

thrown into it. His college life has 

brought on indolence of body which 

has been increased by his rapid 

growth, being only 17 yrs; he is about 

six feet high."

When John Brown was ordered 

to be hung on Dec. 2, 1859 for his 

raid on Harper's Ferry, a contingent 

of VMI cadets was sent to Charles

town, VA to help maintain order 

during the execution. The young ca

dets were stationed direedy behind 

the gallows and observed every detail 

of the hanging. This was Burgwyn's 

first hint of the conflict that was to

come.
Burgwyn volunteered his sendees 

to the Confederacy in April 1861. He 

was highly recommended by Thotn-

as Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson, 

professor at VMI. Jackson wrote, "Sir 

- ... Mr. B. is not only a high toned 

Southern gendeman, but, in conse

quence of the highly practical as well 

as scientific character of his mind, he 

possesses qualities well calculated to 

make him an ornament... to any 

branch of the military sendee."

Burgwyn was elected lieutenant 

colonel of the newly formed 26th 

Regiment on Aug. 27, 1861. He su- 

pendsed the training of the soldiers, 

under the eye of Zebulon Vance. 

Many of the soldiers under his com

mand felt he was too young and 

inexperienced to be leading them, but 

he proved himself at New Bern, NC 

in the 26th's first engagement of the 

war. When Vance was elected gover

nor of NC, Burgwyn was the logical 

choice for colonel.

Brig. Gen. Matt Ransom re

fused to have the young man in his 

brigade, declaring he "wanted no boy 

Colonel... ." Burgwyn was trans

ferred to Pettigrew's brigade. It was 

this transfer that brought him to Get

tysburg on July 1, 1863.

Henry King Burgwyn, Jr. was bu

ried in an artillery case on the batde- 

field at Gettysburg. His body was 

exhumed in 1867 and buried in Ra

leigh's Oakwood Cemetery among 

many of his fallen comrades. He was 

awarded the Confederate Medal of 

Honor.

[Contributed by Gene Viverette.]

CONNECTOR

"Prayer Meeting In Camp" sketched by Al

exander Meinung, of the 26th N.C. Troops



Memoir of Reverend 

Moses J. Hunt

6

R-evetend Moses J. Hunt, son of Moses P. and

Nancy L. Hunt, was bom in Orange County, N.C., 

Dec. 21,1824, and died at the home of his son in 

Greensboro, N.C., July 6,1901. He is buried in the 

cemetery in Burlington, N.C., under a magnolia tree.

He was married Dec.

23,1858, to Miss Vir

ginia J. Townsend of 

Person Co., NC, to 

which union were bom 

three sons, C.W., J.T, 

and E.T. Hunt His 

wife having died, he was 

married a second time,

Dec. 20,1865, to Miss 

Sarah J. Baker, of 

Franklin, N.C. The 

children bom to this 

marriage were William 

B., Marvin, Jennie L.,

Lila H., Robert E., and Henry W. Hunt and Mrs.

S.B. Sadler.

Moses J. Hunt was but two years old when his father 

died, leaving his mother with six children to suport. His 

early opportunities for acquiring an education being lim

ited, he was denied the equipment of a collegiate training. 

When nearly 17 years of age he sought the Savior, and 

was bom into the kingdom of God in a meeting held by 

Reverend William H. Barnes, at Plank Chapel, in 

Franklin Co. He united at once with the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

In 1849, he was impressed to preach the gospel of 

Christ. ... [He] entered the school at once to secure the 

best preparation for the work to which God had called 

him. He was licensed to exhort in 1851 and licensed to 

preach in 1853 at a Quarterly Conference, held by Rev. 

James Reid. He was ordained a deacon in 1857 and an 

elder in 1859. He served the following charges:

1856 2nd man, Roanoke Circuit

1857 2nd man, Granville Circuit

1858 Sampson Circuit

1859 Guilford Circuit

1860-61 Roanoke Colored Mission

1862 w/o appointment at his own request

1863 2nd man, Raleigh Circuit 

1864-65 Nashville Circuit

CONNECTOR

1866 2nd man. Tar River Circuity

1867 Nashville Circuit

1868 Raleigh Mission

1869-70 Nashville Circuit

1871-74 Rock Spring Circuit

1875-77 Youngsville Circuit

1878-80 Forsyth Circuit

1881 Fairfield Circuit

1882 Columbia Circuit

1883-84 Yadkinville Mission

1885 Agent American Bible Study

1886-89 Forsyth Circuit

1890-91 Pleasant Garden Circuit

1892-95 Alamance Circuit

1896-98 2nd man, Burlington, Graham, Haw River

.. ..[Moses Hunt] loved to preach, and continued to 

do so as long as he was able to get an appointment. ...

He served the Church from the mountains to the sea, 

and was often called upon to make great sacrifices in 

moving long distances, but no one ever heard him mur

mur. ...
He died while the Durham District Conference 

was in session, and he sent a message, saying: "Tell the 

brethren that I have a clear passport to heaven."

[Contributed by Robert B. Hunt and Tim Rackley, TRC member.

Taken from an article in N.C. Conference Joutnal, 1901]

C2 BO

Doctor's Fee

Dr. Danl. Peegram, Junr., to Thomas Leach, Dr.

May 10th, 1772—To Vizits at Different Times, 

Opening Dressing, Med. and Cureing your knee of a 

Gun shott Wound Rec'd in his Majes'y Service in the 

year 1771 .in the Battle fought at the Grate Alla- 

mance, the 16th day of May, Under the Command of

his Excellen'y the GovernorTryon ....................... £22 10 0

Bute County, Jan'y 22, 1773

This Day Came before me Thomas Leach, Sur

geon, & made Oath to the above acc’t to be Just &

True.

PHILEMON HAWKINS, j.p.

NORTH CAROLINA At tHF. SM.INMNC OF 1775

NORTM CA^CUNA
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[Nash, From P. 1}

alike and doubdess served a real social need. Aware of 

this, the newly organized Nash County Court in 1778 

hastened to grant requests for the licensing of these 

places to "keep Entertainment." In the early days these 

were always in the keeper's home, an exception being

William Whidden, whose license in 1780 allowed him 

to operate a tavern at the courthouse on Peach Tree 

(Nashville). For their services in Nash that year drey 

were allowed to charge four dollars a gill for brandy, five 

dollars for breakfast or supper, eight for a hot dinner, 

and two dollars for lodging.

Even though studies of NC taverns state that some of 

these were of very poor quality, they doubdess provided 

a needed place to exchange news, meet travelers, and 

sometimes to post and receive mail, as well as to enjoy 

the punches and toddies supplied by the host.

Noisy and dusty though they were, the grist and saw 

mills on the Tar River and contributing creeks furnished 

another gathering place for Nash's early people. Some

times a grist mill alone, sometimes a combination grist 

and sawmill, these offered a stimulating change to the 

farmer from his solitary labor and a chance to see others 

while observing a neighbor's pine, walnut and oak sawed 

into planks or his com ground between the mill stones. 

The earliest known of these mills in the general area was 

near Scotland Neck, Halifax Co, in 1731, but ones in 

the Nash area soon followed.

The store, however, must have been by far the most 

interesting gathering place. Present in Nash as early as 

1740, it was often located at the foot of a bridge over 

waterways as traffic was funnelled to the bridge, provid

ing potential customers for the store. One such enter

prise, open before 1750 on the banks of Swift Creek, 

was that of William Whitehead. But Col. Whitehead's 

store was not alone in supplying the Nash area. During 

colonial days William Bryant had a store near Spring 

Hope, John Pope one near the Halifax Co. line, and 

Micajah Thomas one near Nashville.

There was surely no place like Thomas's, however.

His enormous stock in 1770 enabled the purchaser to 

buy items ranging from 27,500 assorted nails to a wom

an's scarlet cloak and from window glass to a choice of 

thirty hats for both men and women. What an education 

for the plain people, and a joy to the rich!

Large Variety

From the several thousand items, if he could afford 

them (and there were charge accounts at some stores), 

the customer might return to his home with books, 

brandy, hose, gloves, handkerchiefs, tea cups, pewter 

ware, looking glasses, candlesticks, and condiments, as 

well as various tools. But Thomas's specialty was dry 

goods, and the home art of dressmaking must have been 

stimulated by his stock Among the 30 varieties of cloth 

that he carried were flowered silk, pink Persian silk, 

flowered gauze, and silk velvet. For more practical stitch

ing there were broadcloth, chintz, muslin, lawn, as well 

as heavier fabrics. Thimbles, buttons, ribbons, and thread 

were available.

Professional dressmaking was carried on in colonial 

days in the area that would be Nash, and "habbets," bon

nets, and "gownds" were made, especially in the cases of 

orphans with the misfortune to have no relatives to sew 

for them. There was also 

in the Sapony Swamp 

area of Nash in 1751 a 

"taylor," and the voca

tion of one resident 

(male) of the Nash- 

Halifax-Edgecombe area 

at about that time was 

that of a weaver. A loom 

and its "gear" would oc

casionally be among the 

possessions of the peo

ple, and frequently they 

owned linen and woolen 

wheels and "cards" by 

which the wool, cotton, 

or linen fibers were untangled.

Other Vocations

Other vocations known to be in the general area quite 

early were those of the cordwainer (shoe leather worker), 

1738, the saddler, 1758, and the tanner. Many farmers 

owned shoemakers', carpenters', coopers' and joiners’ 

tools, and brickmaking also appears to have been carried 

on before Nash was established.

The wheelwright was an important artisan, from 

whose skill that of the wagon and cart maker and

[Nash, Cont. Page 8]



Country Visitors To Warrenton

As few of the country people who came to the 

elections or "to trade," went to the tavern or public 

house to "put up," they came in on horse back, the wife, 

mother, or daughter riding behind the man, often bring

ing their strong home-woven cloth for which they got 

250 a yard. They tied their horses to racks, put up at 

public places. These horse-racks resembled long gallows 

about 5 ft. high, on the upper cross beam of which stout 

rounded pieces of wood were driven, over which the 

bridle was thrown when they dismounted. Near several

8 CONNECTOR

of these horse-racks stood large graduated blocks form

ing steps of different heights for the convenience of the 

female equestrians in mounting or dismounting. To pro

tect their dresses, the women wore riding coats, very full 

petticoats made with a belt to button around the waist 

on the outside of all the clothes, and generally left open 

so that it could be easily put on or off, which was done 

in the street. It was generally thrown across the pommel 

of the saddle. If the resdessness of the horse, often left 

for hours, caused it to drop from the saddle, the first 

passer-by picked it up and replaced it.

{Sketches of Old Warrenton, by Lizzie Montgomery]

(Nash, From P. 7J

eventually the carriage maker would 

develop. Prior to the Revolutionary 

War carriages were made in the 

North, but by 1800, Granville Co. 

would have a carriage shop and be

fore 1810, Edgecombe would have 

diree.

Records show that sometimes the 

wheelwright made coffins and chairs, 

and it may reasonably be concluded 

that many furnishings were locally 

made. The number of black walnut 

tables, for example, suggest that these 

were made from that abundant wood 

in the county.

A respected occupation was that 

of the silversmith, and at least 24 

such smiths are known to have been 

in NC prior to 1786. One of these 

was living in Halifax (town) in 1772 

and another in Edgecombe in 1768. 

The silversmith s art found its way 

into a few of the earliest homes in 

Nash. For personal ornament people 

occasionally owned stock, knee and 

neck buckles, band clasps, studs, and 

watches and chains of silver, while 

punch ladles, sugar tongs, spoons 

(very rarely), and "sellars" of silver lay 

on some tables.

Nash territoryalso claimed the in

teresting specialty of Peter Barbaree, 

1750, who was a whitesmith, or tin 

worker.

Religions Books

Religions books were by far the 

most commonly owned, a popular 

volume being The Whole Duty of Man,

which was "laid down in a plain and 

familiar way for the use of all, but es

pecially the meanest Reader ..." This 

book, printed in 1684, was apparendy 

highly valued for many years. Popular 

too was The Plain Man's Path To Heav

en, London, 1706, a complete collec

tion of public and private devotions 

to which was added a copious collec

tion of hymns.

A library in Nash in 1786 con

tained 24 books of divinity, a very 

impressive number for that day and 

place, and the largest library found in 

either Edgecombe or Nash in colo

nial days proved to be in what would 

be the latter. It contained many inter

esting tides.

Writing Materials

Writing materials were found to 

have been owned by some of Nashfs 

earliest residents, including writing 

desks, ink glasses, ink pots, quires of 

paper, and ink stands with sand 

boxes. Horn books were in use for 

children (primers made of a sheet of 

parchment on a board and protected 

by a thin sheet of horn).

Some of these materials doubdess 

were used by a very early schoolmas

ter of Nash, Nathaniel Cooper, who 

since 1735 had been living in the 

Nash-Edgecombe area and in 1749 

was still teaching, at that time making 

his home in the northeast part of 

what would be Nash.

Records of Schoolmaster Cooper 

and of skilled manual workers, the 

personal possessions, and the several

types of meeting places of the people 

suggest, although existing source ma

terial is meager, that society in Nash

in its first years was neither as uncul- 
*

tured nor as isolated as may have 

been thought.

[Nashville Graphic, 11/2/1994]
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How Early Planters in N.C. 

Drained Swamps and Low Lands 

for the Cultivation of Crops

By Ruffin Griffin

AlI the time of its discovery by Europeans, the state

of N.C. was covered with forests, swamps and flood 

plains. The native people were hunter gatherers, and 

when they planted they used the slash and bum system. 

Trees and underbrush were cut down and burned, and 

crops were planted in the burned-over areas. The plots 

were abandoned in two to three years as the fertility of 

the land was depleted.

The early settlers in N.C. 

grew crops in small fields for 

home and local use. As the ex

port demand for American 

agricultural crops grew, larger 

farms and plantations were de

veloped. These plantations 

grew grains, tobacco, and cot

ton and processed naval stores 

for export.

To make way for these large 

farms, trees were cut down and burned, and the stumps 

were dug up. Ditches and canals were hand dug where 

needed to drain the land. This hard work required large 

numbers of workers. The labor for clearing and draining 

the land came from yeoman farmers, indentured servants 

and slaves. Plantation and land owners could contract 

with indentured servant agents, paying off the indentured 

servant's debts, fines and passage in exchange for a num

ber of years1 work. Yeoman farmers were free men with 

no land who would work for the land owners. Slaves 

were purchased or rented from other slave owners.

Much of the drainage systems and clearing of the river 

and sound plantations on the Roanoke, Tar, Neuse 

and Cape Fear Rivers was done by rented slave gangs, 

many from the Caribbean sugar plantations. When the 

sugar harvest was completed, slaves from the Caribbean 

were rented out and shipped north to the Carolinas to 

clear land and construct drainage systems on the sound 

and river plantations. These slaves were shipped to the 

shallow sound and river ports of N.C., and then trans

ported up the river systems to the plantations. Some of 

these drainage systems are still in use today.

These river plantations also had levies constructed by 

the slave gangs in low areas along the rivers, to prevent 

flooding in the fields. Some parts of these levee and dike

systems can still be seen today along the Roanoke River 

in the Tillery community of Halifax Co., N.C.

Somerset Place Plantation in Washington Co. 

near Creswell, N.C. was created by the drainage of a 

large part of Phelps Lake, a shallow swampy lake. Slave 

labor was used to clear the land and construct an elabo

rate system of ditches and canals to drain over 100,000 

acres for agricultural use. Somerset Place became one of 

N.C.'s most prosperous rice, com and wheat plantations. 

It had a labor force of more than 300 working slaves be

fore the Civil War. Today, the drainage system has been 

maintained and modernized on many of the farms that 

have now replaced the plantation.

Hide Away Plantation in Northampton Co., a riv

er plantation on the Roanoke River 

near Jackson, N.C. used rented 

slave gangs to help clear the land 

and construct a drainage system. 

Local legend has it that these 

rented slaves were worked hard 

and not treated well by their fore

men and overseers, causing many 

to become sick and die. They were 

supposedly given a Christian burial 

and laid to rest in the slave grave 

yard located on the plantation. The 

drainage systems are still used to some extent today to 

drain fields that once made up this plantation.

Rest A Bit Plantation, a river plantation on the Tar 

River in Edgecombe Co., N.C. near Tarboro, was 

cleared and a drainage system constructed by rented 

slave gangs from the Caribbean sugar plantations. Ac

cording to local legend, the only English these slaves 

could speak as they cleared the land and dug the drainage 

systems was "rest a bit." After many long hours of hard 

labor, the slave gangs would sing out, "Rest a bit." The 

slave overseers called the plantation Rest A Bit Planta

tion and the name stuck. Much of the original drainage 

system still remains on the farms that once made up Rest 

a Bit Plantation.

The systems of ditches were of three types. The first, 

open ditches, were the most commonly used. The se

cond type was covered or "blind" ditches. These ditches 

were lined on the sides and top with heart long leaf pine 

boards and covered over with field dirt. The planters 

were able to plant and harvest right over these covered 

ditches. 'Hie third type of ditches was filled in ditches, 

which were open ditches filled in with large long leaf 

pine limbs or rocks that allowed water to drain out of 

wet fields. This type of ditch was mosdy used at the

[Ditches, Continued on Page 12]
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From the Files of Louise Fuller:

Casrtalta preparatory ikljool 

anb Jiusitne^ 3fn^tttute

Jfor 1908-09

10

$tsrtorp

This Institution owes its existence to a local philan

thropist In the closing days of 1899,... Mr. SJ. Bart

holomew, one of Castalia’s enterprising business men, 

determined to have an academy located in Castalia. .. .the 

present excellent school building, with four good recita

tion rooms, and two music rooms, containing 3,240 feet 

of floor space, is the result of his efforts. Afterwards, en

couraged and sustained by his noble wife, he erected a 

large and spacious dormitory for girls, in which thirty-six 

girls can be taken care of.

The school has grown so that it was necessary two 

years ago to build a new dormitory for boys. We are now 

equipped to take care of 44 boys. ...

Our school is furnished with patent desks and ade

quate furniture and equipments necessary for preparatory 

school work.

'location

This school is located in Castalia, a village of 250 in

habitants, in Nash County, ten miles northwest of 

Nashville, the county seat, and sixteen miles east of 

Louisburg, the county seat of Franklin County. ...

The mail facilities are good, the post-office being 

only a few hundred yards from the dormitories. We have 

daily mail from Nashville, and rural routes from here 

looping with the mails from other towns.

itloral {Cone

.. .sentiments of honor and moral responsibility .. .be 

a positive force for the upbuilding of righteousness and 

the progress of all worthy objects.

Courses of instruction

Our Public School Course, which extends through 

the seventh grade, is the same as that outlined for the 

Elementary Public Schools of North Carolina.
j

^Preparatory ^Department 

[lists Courses with textbooks used]

Students who pass a satisfactory examination on the 

preparatory work as stated above will be granted a diplo

ma. ... will enable them to enter any college in the State 

without entrance examinations.

Jshble Course

Knowing the Bible to be the greatest of all books, ... 

we therefore offer a four years course, each year given

CONNECTOR

to the study of a different section. Thus we are enabled 

to give the student a brief knowledge of the entire Bible, 

business Course anb ^>tenosrapl)p

Realizing that it is the trained mind that wields power 

and influence in the business world as well as the literary 

world,... we organized these departments with the aim 

of making our school preparatory along all lines.

Any student taking either of these courses will receive 

the same attention as those in the literary department

justness Course

To complete the Business Course a satisfactory ex

amination must be passed on the following branches:

Bookkeeping (Four Sets), Richardson’s Commercial 

I .aw. Grammar, Arithmetic, and Spelling, same as pre

scribed in Literary Course.

ADVEBTISEMENTS. ' ■

Office of tEreagurer of Jlast) €oimtj>

NASHVILLE* N. C.

I keep deposits in the following banks:

Bank of Nashville, Nashville, N. C.
The Farmers and Merchants Bank, Spring 

Hope. N. C.
Spring Hope Banking Co., Spring Hope, N; C. 
Planters Bank, Rocky Mount, N. C. 
Sharpsburg Banking Co., Sharpsburg, N. C. 
Middlesex Banking Co., Middlesex, N. C.

The above banks will pay any properly signed . 
order you may hold against Nash County.

Nashville, N. C.

j. d. winstead, * y;

Tieasurer of Nash County.

R E M E M B E R

Whenever you want anything in the DRUG LINE . 
that we carry a complete and first-class stock of * ' j 
everything that should be found in a well-conducted y 
pharmacy. We guarantee our goods, and always give ' . *•

our customers what they want. If we .happen not to 
have any special article desired, it is always a pleas- . 
ore to send and get it in the shortest time possible;^ •'« j 
We appreciate your patronage. Give us a trial. .

Nashville Drug Co.

NASHVILLE, N.’ C:
DRUGGISTS

.• J



11 CONNECTOR

Ibtenograpfjp

This course is the same as the Business Course, with 

the exception of Shorthand and Typewriting, which are 

substituted for Bookkeeping and Commercial Law.

jilusrtc department

... hence no home should be without its [music's] 

elevating and refining influence.

Voice culture will include such exercises in song and 

elocution as will give pupils the proper use of the vocal 

organs, the control of the breath and the application of 

words to music. ...

tuition $)er ^Rontl)

Primary grade (1st, 2d and 3d grades) ...................................................... $1.50

Intermediate grades (4th and 5th grades) .................................................  1.75

• • •
Music (piano) ................................................................................................................ 2.50

Elocution................................................................................................................................ 50

Stenography (including rent of typewriter) ..............................................  3.50

Room Rent ....................................................................................................................  1.00

No deduction will be made unless the student is ab

sent at least a week. Then none will be granted except 

for sickness or other Providential hindrance.

• • •
Poarbins sarrangemente

The lady teachers and boarding girls will room and 

board in the girls' dormitory.

The young men will board in the boys' dormitory.

.. .the cheapest plan possible; that is, he expects each 

boarder to pay at the end of each month.

Htbrarp

The school library of eighty-five volumes has been 

increased to more than one hundred during the past ses

sion. ... The library contains an Encyclopedia of ten vol

umes and Reference Books, which students may use to 

great advantage in their work

literarp Societies

.. .The ability to read in public, recite, declaim, and 

debate is an accomplishment worthy of the earnest 

attention of every young man or woman ...

We have two secret societies, the Vance and the 

Grey. Heretofore die Vance has been for boys and the 

Grey for girls. After this students will be allowed to join 

either society they wish. ...

The society fee will be from one to two dollars. Ev

ery student is expected to join one of these societies.

9tl)lettcS

We have a nice ball ground and two tennis courts....

Wty S ^Ijotilb ©o to £$>djool at Castalia

1st ...efficient and experienced corps of teachers.

2d____beautiful and healthful village, free from the

snares that woo the student from his work ....

3d... .people who honor the right...

4th... .75 per cent of what it costs at other schools.

Regulations

.. .not allowed to visit or receive visitors from Monday 

a.m. to Saturday a.m., ...

Young men are not allowed to call on boarding girls... 

♦ • •

Students ... to act as ladies and gentlemen.

Rev. G.W. May, Genera! Manager

Advertisements.

MAY BROTHERS

CASTALIA. N. C. .

DEALERS IN

HEAVY AND FANCY

and School 

Supplies

'V ' ii
_ i*"

li.

. j?
‘ ' > . J .

Yf, jJY;

r
i

J.
if-

: S I

. .
Pen and Pencil Tablets, Box Paper, Pens, Pen

Points and Pencils ji

• • »
First National Bank

LOUISBURG, N. C. :
• i *

!5 PREPARED TO SERVE THE PUBLIC 1
IN EVERY LINE OE BANKING ^ *

A checking account will save you time, money, and trouble, powibly 
disputes and lawruita. fWe pay special ettentjon to eav- i’i 

inga accounts. Nearly all our great financiers j,
began by a&ving amaD amounts. <

SEE HOW EAST IT GROWS
Ant Dept InklArr.ed

10c. per Cay, for C ye*n .9 1M.60 ' 9 14.88
a* '* •« •% 918 00 29.88
25c. - « •* 891.86 87 04
80c. — 466JS0 +4 48
60c. •' t« 4 4 7S2A0 74 18
100 *• H M l^dS.00 148.40

Total AtnL
9 m.M 

842 69 
' 42S.29;

• .618.98
M6.M • 

1.714.40

i *♦ i

H
&

We Pay 42 INTEREST on SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
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edges of fields near the wood line. 

Some of these rock filled ditches can 

still be found today when clearing 

field edges or installing new under

ground tile drainage systems.

The Cedars, the Arrington 

family plantation near the Hilliard- 

ston area on Swift Creek in Nash 

Co., had a drainage system of ditches 

to help drain the bottom lands and 

wet wood lands. This system was 

constructed by local indentured ser

vants and slaves. Some of the ditch

ing system can still be found in the 

wood lands and abandoned fields 

that made up this plantation before 

the Civil War.

The Leonard place, a large farm 

in the Philadelphia Community 

near Cedar Rock School in Nash 

Co., had many covered "blind" 

ditches to drain the wetter fields. The 

heart long leaf pine boards which 

lined and covered these ditches are 

occasionally pulled up when the 

fields are deep tilled by large farm 

equipment today.

I remember...

As a small child I lived next door 

to my grandfather in Nashville. 1 

would often travel with 

him to his farms be

tween Nashville and 

Red Oak, N.C. This 

was in the 1940s after 

WW II. The predomi

nate system of farming 

in Nash Co. at that 

time was the tenant 

system. My grandfather 

had a large number of 

mules and one old 

John Deer tractor, a 1939 Model A. 

My older cousin, Raymond, could 

drive the tractor. I could only look at 

it, but I could sit in the seat when the 

tractor was not in operation. The 

mules were black, red, brown and 

grey. They had names like Bladde, 

Red, Susie and Honey.

12

My grandfather had an old 1937 

Chevrolet truck. I would eat break

fast with him, and we would drive 

out to his farms with my cousin Ray

mond's large brown dog, Brownie, 

riding in the back of the truck. In the 

fall and early winter, when the crops 

were harvested, the ditching systems 

on the farms were maintained and 

improved. I can remember the many 

ditches on my grandfather's and fa

ther's farms in Nash Co. I thought it 

was great fun to jump over these 

ditches with Brownie jumping right 

at my side.

These ditches were maintained 

and dug by hand, usually two spades 

wide, about 24", and as deep as need

ed to drain the fields. Existing 

ditches were maintained and cleaned 

out in the fall by the tenants who ten

ded the fields. New ditches were dug 

by a ditch digger who was paid by the 

linear yard. 'The ditch digger in our 

farming community was an old black 

man named Uncle Reamus. I can 

see him now, with his white beard, 

black boots, long overcoat, gloves, 

shovel, and axe, working on the 

ditches in the fall and early winter of 

each year. I would go with my father 

and grandfather to measure up the

ditching and pay 

Uncle Reamus for 

the week's work. As 

my father and 

grandfather mea

sured the ditching 

and laid off the next 

week's ditch work. 

Uncle Reamus 

would sit on the 

ditch bank, light up 

his stumpy stem pipe, and tell me 

and Brownie stories about the crea

tures of the woods and lowlands. 

They were Missa Mud Turtle, Missa 

Raccoon, Missa Possum, Missa Red 

Fox, and Missa Chicken Hawk.

Those times are long gone, but 

the many ditches Uncle Reamus dug

CONNECTOR

are still draining fields and pastures 

on our farm today.

[This article is taken from a program for 

TRC presented by Ruffin Griffin of Nash

ville, N.C. Mr. Griffin has worked in the 

tobacco industry, as a Nash Co. farmer, and 

with the NC Farm Bureau. He has 2 chil

dren, Sid and Marg G. Debnam, and 3 

grand puppies.]

Yqdrg A#o

Onk Hundred Years Ago.—

.. .wedding tours were not fash

ionable.

...farmers did not cut their legs off 

with mowing machines.

...our mothers did not worry over 

disordered sewing machines.

...it took several days to procure a 

divorce and find a congenial spirit.

...there were no disputes about 

the impoliteness of street car drivers.

..."crooked" whiskey was not 

known. Our fore fathers took their's 

straight.

...kerosene \
/VV tW

lamps did not ex

plode and assist 

women to shuffle 

off their mortal 

coil.

...the physician 

who could not 

draw every form 

of disease from the 

system by tapping 

a large vein in the 

arm was not much 

of a doctor.

...the condition 

of the weather on the 1st of January 

was not telegraphed all over the con

tinent on the evening of December 

31st Tilings have changed.

...people did not worry about rap

id transit and cheap transportation 

but they carried the grain across the 

backs of their horses and uncom

plainingly "went to the mill."

[Tarborough Southerner, March 31, 1876]

1876 Lamp



The Marmaduke 

Ricks House

Nash County, NC

13

By Mary Lewis Foote

The Marmaduke Ricks House, 

built on the Raleigh-Tarboro Stage 

Route in the early 19th century, is an 

intact example of the building plans, 

materials and techniques used in 

Nash County's vernacular housing 

of the era. The house is in remarkably 

original condition. It shows no evi

dence of ever having had plumbing 

of any kind. The hall mantel, some 

window surrounds, and a few doors 

have been painted white. The parlor 

mantel and door have been stained 

black, probably with linseed oil and 

soot The heart pine paneling and 

floors are all in their original condi

tion. The porch and roof are the only 

details of the house that have been 

restored. 'Though small and simple, 

the house was built of superior mate

rials by competent craftsmen who

The History and Architecture of .Wash Co.,
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had the skills to execute decorative 

detail. The refined interior of the 

house belies the cabin appearance of 

the exterior.

The photo, bottom left, was made 

about 1900. Mr. Elmer Daniel, 

great-grandson of Marmaduke Ricks, 

bom 1911, reports that the porch 

chambers were removed before he 

reached the age of memory. Two of 

his maiden great-aunts lived here 

during his childhood. He says they 

owned "the original Chevrolet," and 

it was stored in a shelter located 

southwest of the house. Mr. Daniel’s 

mother inherited the house from the 

aunts, daughters of Marmaduke 

Ricks.

Description

The Marmaduke Ricks House is a 

one and a-half story, hall-and-parlor 

house. An inscribed chimney stone, 

no longer visible, suggested that the 

house was built in 1815. It has been 

vacant for thirty years. The house is 

located .2 of a mile north northwest 

of the intersection of NC 97 and 

Liles Road in Nash Co., NC. Foot

ball sized quartz boulders and broken 

bricks in the back and side yards give 

evidence of demolished dependen

cies.

The house sits on 10" x 13" hewn 

sills supported by eleven cut-stone pi

ers and the foundations of two mas

sive, gable-end chimneys. The piers 

under the center of the house have 

fine-grained pink mortar. The piers 

under the comers are stacked, cut 

and uncut stones.

The floor joists are 4" x 8" timbers, 

sawn on the sides and hewn on the 

bottoms. The porch is supported by 

9" x 7" hewn sills and stacked, cut 

and uncut stone piers.

The exterior chimneys are 6’ x 3’ at 

their bases. An old photo of the 

house, c. 1900, shows smaller chim

neys. Close examination reveals a 

small, stacked, cut-stonc chimney 

within a mortared-stone and plas

tered shell that is 6" to 8" thick. The 

fire places are lined with brick.

The house has a side-gabled, tin 

roof of normal pitch, 45° angle. The 

old photo shows a shingled roof. The 

rafters, which have both sawn and 

hewn faces, are joined by mortise and 

tenon. The tie beams are hewn and 

pegged-

The shed porch runs the full width 

of the front of the house and is at

tached at the level of the ceiling of 

the first floor. It has a tin roof. The 

porch is the only part of the house 

that has knotholes in the boards and 

is fastened with wire nails.

The sides and back of the house 

are clad with beaded clapboard. The 

front of the house is clad with flush 

tongue and groove boards.

The two ground floor rooms of the 

house have a total of five exterior 

doorways. Two of the doors arc mis

sing. Two of the doors are 

constructed of board and batten. The 

front door of the parlor has three- 

over-three glazing at the top and 

three horizontal, beveled panels at 

the bottom. The door surrounds are 

mitered and have carefully detailed 

architraved trim.

The windows are inconsistent in 

size and detail. The hall window on 

the front porch is 3’ wide and 6' tall 

with six-over-six glazing. The win

dows on the back of the house are 

18" wide and 30" tall. The end win

dows range in width from 18" to 24”. 

The 18” windows have four-over- 

four glazing. The 24” window has

[House, Cont. On Page 14]
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six-over-six glazing. Some of the end 

windows are so close to the chimney 

that the window surrounds are inter

rupted. The lintels and sills of the ex

terior window surrounds are not 

mitered. 'The lintels have architrave 

trim. The two windows on the back 

of the house do not have surrounds

or panes. The one interior door of 

the house is of board and batten 

construction. The interior door and 

window surrounds are the same as 

those on the exterior.

The interior walls are paneled with 

T'-thick tongue and groove, heart 

pine boards, ranging in width from 8”

to 12”. The lower paneling is hori

zontal, giving the effect of wainscot

ing. The upper panelling is vertical. 

The hall and parlor ceilings are 12.5 

feet high and have exposed, beading 

beams. "The loft ceiling meets the 

floor at a 45° angle. The height of the 

loft rooms in the center is 6,4", limit

ed by the tie beams. "The roof rafters 

and nails are exposed.

The large, wood-burning fire

places are the dominant features of 

the hall and parlor. Their hearths are 

missing. Both mantels and surrounds 

are simply and elegandy detailed, 

built by a capable cabinet-maker. The 

flooring is wide, tongue and groove, 

heart pine boards and is laid horizon

tal to the front doors.

The stairs rise to the loft from the 

parlor. They are narrow and steep, 

turning in five triangular treads at the 

front wall of the parlor and have the 

bottom two steps exposed under the 

parlor window. The hall and parlor 

and all details within are fastened 

with cut nails.

The nail on the left is a 

cut nail with a handmade 

head and is the dominant 

fastening in the house.

This type of nail was 

manufactured and used between 

1790 and 1820 and places the 

construction of the Marmaduke 

house in time. The nail on the right, a 

standard cut nail, was found in nar

row clapboard stored in the parlor. 

'This clapboard appears to be the sid

ing for the removed porch chambers. 

[Mary Lewis Foote is a TRC member.]

Braswell Memorial Li

brary—Acquisitions

1 ^/^fro-slmerican Death Noticesfrom

Eastern North Carolina Newspapers, 

1859-1935

l.Beaufort News, Beaufort, North 

Carolina Obituaries, Vol 1, 

1920-1929; Vol. 2,1930-1933; Vol. 

3,1935-1937; Vol 4,1938-1941; 

Vol. 5,1942-1945; Vol. 6, 

1946-1948

3.Vance County Census, 1930 

(Microfilm)

A.Nash County North Carolina Deeds,

Vol 4, 1794-1800, bv Timothy 

Rackley

5.Nash County North Carolina Deeds,

Vol 5, 1800-1818, by Timothy 

Rackley

^.Granville County North Carolina 

Original Wills, Vol 1, 1749-1810, by 

Timothy Rackley

I .Granville County Deeds, 1755-1782,

by Timothy Rackley

%.Granville County Deeds, 1779-1784, 

by Timothy Rackley

9. Granville County North Carolina Tax 

Lists, 1747-1759, by Timothy 

Rackley

10. Passport to North Carolina Historic 

Sites

II .The Duke Homestead

\2.Bafh Tome

\3.The ''UnpaintedAristocriy'the 

Beach Cottages of Old Nags Head

14.North Carolina Abstracts of State 

Grants, Vol. 2

V.North Carolina Votes on the 

Constitution: A Roster of Delegates to 

the State Ratification Conventions of 

1788 and 1789

1 BUllington: the Centennial Sketchbook,

Vol. 1

17^1 Journey of Faith: the Memorial 

Baptist Church, Greenville, North 

Carolina, 1827-2002

1 S.The Pettys: Triumphs <& Tragedies of 

Auto Racings First Family

19. Rocky Mount Yearbook, Hi Noc 

Ar, 1920,1923,1938, 1941,1942, 

1947-1954,1956-1959,1963,1967, 

1970,1972-1975,1977-1989,1993, 

1996

20. Enfield Academy Yearbook Fife 

and Drum, 1987,1989-1992,1994, 

1996, 1998-2003

21. / listorical Register and Dictionary of 

the United States Army, 1789-1903, 

Vols. 1, 2 bv Francis & Hirtman

22. Revolutionary War Bounty luwd 

Grants Awarded by State Government 

by Lloyd Bockstruck

23 .Heritage of Johnston County, N.C, 

1985. Given by Bettie Arthur, TRC 

President Elect.

CONNECTOR



15

Green Hill—Preacher, Patriot, Pioneer

a from Church of England priests,

x\pril 20,1785 marked the and because very few such priests re

opening of the first Annual Confer- mained in America at the close of the 

ence of the new Methodist Episco- Revolutionary War, American

pal church that was 

organized in America in 

December, 1784. And it 

took place in the large at

tic room of Green Hilfs 

home, liberty Hall, on 

the Tar River near 

Louisburg, Franklin 

Co., NC. The confer

ence lasted until April 24, 

and preachers from Vir

ginia, North Carolina 

and South Carolina cir

cuits were present, along 

with Bishops Francis 

Asbury and Thomas Coke who led 

the proceedings.

Tlie 20 preachers gathered for the 

conference slept on the attic floor 

and in tents in the yard and were fed 

by Green Hill’s wife, Mary Seawell 

Hill and her family. Among those 

present was John King, an Oxford

, •

Methodists were largely 

without the sacraments. 

Even before the rebellion 

broke out, Joseph Pil- 

more, one of the first two 

preachers sent by Wesley 

to America, put his finger 

on the problem when he 

wrote, "The chief difficul

ty we labour under is want 

of Ordination and I be

lieve we shall be Obliged 

to procure it by some 

means or other.” A few 

Methodist preachers in 

Virginia solved the problem by or

daining one another. Francis Asbury 

was shocked by their audacity.

Preacher

Green Hill was more than thirty 

years old when he became involved 

in the Methodist movement in the 

early 1770s. He was influenced by Jo-

scholar and skilled physician who was scph Pilmor, Robert Williams, and 

disinherited by his parents when he John King, his brother-in-law. Short- 

became a preacher, and who crossed 

the ocean and preached the first

Methodist sermon in Baltimore. 

There was Jesse Lee, one of the 

doughtiest knights that ever went 

forth in the crusade of Methodism. 

There was Philip Bruce, the boldest 

of the "Thundering Legion." Also 

probably there were: Reuben Ellis, 

Edward Dromgoole, Francis Poy-

ly after his conversion, Hill began to 

establish the new faith in his commu

nity. It was through the preaching of 

Pilmor, Williams and local preachers 

such as Hill that the NC Circuit had 

683 members in 1775. Hill was the 

first native son of NC to become a 

Methodist preacher.

Bishop Francis Asbury first visited 

Green Hill in 1780. Asbury wrote in

thress, John Easter, John Dickens, his journal: "Sunday, July 9,1780. 

John Tunnell, Hope Hull, and Preached at Green Hill’s to about 

James O'Kelley. four hundred souls ... There are evils

The trigger that brought about the here; the meeting not solemn; the 

formal organization of the Methodist women appeared to be full of dress, 

Episcopal church was the lack of a the men full of news. These people 

regular sacramental ministry among are Gospel slighters. I fear some 

the Methodists of America. Because heavy stroke will come on them. ..." 

John Wesley insisted that his follow- When Asbury returned to Frank- 

ers receive baptism and communion Hn Co. in April 1785 for the first con-

ference, he wrote: ".. .Preached at the 

Cypress chapel, and had many peo

ple to hear. I met Doctor Coke at 

Green Hill’s that evening: here we 

held our conferences in great peace."

Asbury wrote of Franklin Co. in 

1789:"... The Lord has begun to 

work on Sandy Creek, in Franklin 

county, where twenty souls have 

been lately brought to God. .. .We 

had a shaking time at Hill’s: a sweet 

love feast and sacrament. Thence I 

went to Pope’s Chapel ..."

Green Hill was host at three other 

Methodist conferences: Jan. 1792, 

Dec. 1792, and Dec. 1793. Asbury at

tended the Jan. 1792 Conference and 

recorded: ..I rode with no small

difficulty to Green Hill’s, about two 

hundred miles, the roads being cov

ered with snow and ice. Our confer

ence began and ended in great peace 

and harmony: we had thirty-one 

preachers stationed at the different 

houses in the neighborhood. ..." Of 

the December 1792 conference he 

wrote: "Rode to Green Hill’s, near 

Louisburg. Here I met the preachers 

in conference, and we were closely 

employed until Saturday morning.

We had about forty preachers from 

the two districts in North Carolina.

Patriot

Green Hill devoted himself to the 

cause of the American Revolution. 

When the first Provincial Assembly 

met at New Bern 25 August 1774 to 

elect delegates to a Continental 

Congress at Philadelphia, he and 

William Person were delegates from 

Bute Co. He was also present at the 

second Provincial Congress at New 

Bern in 1775 and the Third Provin

cial Congress in Hillsboro in 1775 

where action was taken to sever the 

relationship with the Crown. A pro

vincial government was established, 

an army was placed in the field, and 

provision was made for the issue of

[Hill, Cont. on P. 16]
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[Hill, From P. 15]

necessary currency. Green Hill was 

appointed to serve on the committee 

of Privileges and Fdections.

As a delegate to the 4th Provincial 

Congress that met in April, 1776 at 

Halifax, he was present when the 

famous Halifax Resolves were 

unanimously adopted and NC be

came the first colony to officially de

clare its independence from 

England. At this congress Hill re

ceived the military' title, Major of the 

Militia. He was placed on a commit

tee to regulate the militia, along with 

Cornelius Harnett, Samuel Ashe, 

and William Hooper. He was also 

designated as one of the signers of 

the bills of 

credit issued 

by Congress.

He continued 

as a delegate 

at the Assem

bly of 1777, 

and by 1779, 

when Bute 

Co. had been 

dissolved to

form Franklin and Warren Counties, 

he was a delegate from Franklin. He 

presented a bill to make better provi

sion for the poor, and was a pioneer 

in the movement to establish public 

institutions for the indigent.

In 1779, Hill was elected Treasurer 

of the Halifax District which inclu

ded Franklin, Warren, Northam

pton, Halifax, Edgecombe, and 

Nash Counties. In 1781, Green Hill 

enlisted as Chaplain of the 1 Oth regi

ment, Sharp's Company, and saw 

sendee as far west as Salisbury, NC. 

He was a Counselor of State from 

1783 until 1786.

The position of District Treasurer 

was one of influence and trust, and 

Hill must have been devastated when 

a shortage in the accounts was 

charged. In the Assembly of 1789 the

16

surer of Halifax District exonerated 

him, reporting there was no shortage. 

In fact, it was shown that Hill was en

titled to a refund of £233.13.6 which 

was paid to him.

Pioneer

In 1786, Gov. Caswell granted 

Green Hill 640 acres along the Little 

Harpeth and Mill Creek in David

son Co., now in Tennessee. Ten 

years later, Hill crossed the Allegha

ny Mountains to visit his holdings.

As he went, he preached —not in 

churches, for there were few of them, 

but in the majestic groves and the 

shanties of the settlers. He must have 

liked what he saw in TN. In 1799, at 

almost 60 years of age. Hill sold his

Franklin Co. 

home and farm 

to his brother, 

William, closed 

out his affairs, 

and moved to his 

estate about 12 

miles south of 

Nashville, TN. 

Here he built a 

home, Liberty

Hill, that became home for Method

ist preachers from Bishop to Circuit 

rider and a meeting place for prayer 

and preaching sendees.

Bishop McKendree held his first 

conference at Liberty Hill in 1808.
J

Bishop Paine wrote: "The confer

ence at Liberty Hill was held at a
J

camp meeting [the grounds were at 

the foot of the hill on whose crest 

stands the residence], the preachers 

lodging on the encampment while the 

bishops, in view of Bishop Asbury's 

feeble health, stayed at the residence 

of Col. [Maj.] Green Hill. As there 

was but one conference at that time 

in the West, the traveling preachers 

collected here from Holston, 

Natchez, Opelousas, Missouri, Il

linois, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennes

see, covering a vast field of labor—an

Committee appointed to report on immense theater for missionary' en- 

thc shortage of Green Hill as Trca- terprise. To supply this extensive and

extending field of itinerant occupa

tions, some fifty-five preachers had 

been employed the preceding year. 

Many of these had been toiling in the 

frontier settlements and had come 

hundreds of miles to Conference, fa

tigued with travel, enfeebled by afflic

tion, exposure and labor; bare of 

clothing; in money matters almost 

penniless—really itinerant, houseless 

wanderers—but they brought cheer

ing intelligence of religious revivals, 

and growing spiritual prosperity'. 

Bishop Asbury' say's in his Journal"

'We have had 2500 increase: there are 

seven districts, and a call for eighty' 

preachers.’"

History and Genealogy

Green Flill, Jr., son of Green and 

Grace Bennett Hill, was born in 

November 1741 in Granville Co., 

which later became Bute Co., and 

even later, Warren and Franklin 

Counties, NC. His father was a farm

er and landowner of substantial 

means. The Hills of that day were 

members of the Church of England, 

and Green Hill, Sr. was a vestryman 

of the Parish of St. George in 1758. 

Green Hill, Jr's maternal grandfather 

was William Bennett of Northamp

ton Co., NC and was a captain of die 

Roanoke Co. of 101 Men, North

ampton Regiment, colonial militia, 

in 1748.

Though we know little of Hill's 

boyhood, the country' was a tangled 

wilderness, and setders were widely 

scattered. There were no regular 

schools in the colony, no post office, 

no newspaper and very' few scattered 

churches. The Sunday School had not 

been established. There were no pub

lic roads. Only clergymen of the 

Church of England were allowed to 

perform the rites of matrimony. The 

Church of England appealed largely 

to the well-to-do and the ruling class, 

ignoring the poor and uneducated 

masses.

[Hill, Com. On P. 20]
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Castalia Preparatory School 

and Business Institute

Student Body 1908-1909

Ays cue, Perry: Henderson

17

Braswell, Winnie: Castalia 

Braswell, Millie: ’’

Batchelor, Willie: "

Baines, C. E.: "

Bartholomew, Russell: " 

Bartholomew, Rub}": " Bart

holomew, Emmett: ” 

Bartholomew, Evlyn: "

Batchelor, Thelma: Nashville 

Batchelor, Annie: Castalia 

Batchelor, Gertie: "

Batchelor, George: "

Batchelor, Clifton: "

Boone, Annie:

Boone, Webb: "

Blackwell, Kate: "

Blackwell, Dora: 11

Blackwell, Garland: ”

Blackwell, Walter "

Boulder. Horace: "

Braswell, Allen: "

Braswell, Tom: ft

Braswell, Hubert: ”

Braswell, David: "

Braswell, Mad: "

Braswell, Hurlev: "

Braswell, Dell: ”

Bowden, Mattie: "

Boothe, Hattie: "

Boothe, Jack: "

Boseman,J. F.: Enfield 

Boddie, Nannie: ”

Bridges, Sallie Lewis: Elm City 

Bobbitt, Willie: Castalia 

Bobbitt, St. Clair: "

Bobbitt, Mary: "

Cone, W. B.: Spring I lope 

Collie, Gray: "

Collins, Claire:T’

Collins, Kate: "

Carter, lillie Duke: Elm Cit)' 

Currin, I fettie: Oxford 

Collie, Elnon Castalia 

Denton, Rosa: Spring Hope 

Denton, A. L.: :

Deans, A. W.: Battleboro 

Deans, Ernest: Selma

Deans, Lcla: Wilson 

Dickie, Jamie: Henderson 

Dickie, Durward: " 

Delbridge, Albert: Sp. Hope 

Delbridge, Beulah: " 

Delbridge, Bessie: " 

Draper, Joe: Enfield 

Duncan, J. L.: Clayton 

Dickens, Lillian: Castalia 

Dickens, Annie: M

Dickens, Lucy: "

Exum, Richard: "

Exum, George: "

Exum, Mary: "

Exum, Thelma: ff 

Exum, Bruce: ”

Exum, Davis: "

Frazier, Clement: "

Frazier, Freddie: T'

Frazier, Frances: f’ 

i;razier, Lottie: n

Freeman, Rosa: Nashville 

Griffin, Sam: Castalia 

Griffin, Rosco: "

Griffin, Jeff: "

Griffin, Vance: "

Griffin, C. J.: Sp. Hope 

Green, Luther: Whitakers 

Green, Arthur "

Green, Grady: "

Gupton, Lizzie: Wood 

Garris, John: Rocky Mount 

Gardner, J. A.: Nashville 

Harper, Percy. Castalia 

Harper, Alfred: ”

i harper, Norman: "

Harper, Minnie: ”

Harper, Kate: "

I lunt. Maty- Etta: "

Hunt, Belle: ”

Hunt, Glover. M 

Hardee, Exum: Enfield 

Hedgepeth, Silas: Castalia 

Hollingsworth, lizzie: "

f lollingsworth, Mary " 

Hollingsworth, Rebecca: "

II arris, Robert: Grove I iill 

1 larpcr, Walter Castalia

Harper, Mabel: "

Jones, Blanche: Enfield 

Kittrell, Hattie: Castalia 

Kittrell, Addie: "

King, Lee: "

Lancaster, Maggie: "

Lancaster, Dock: "

Lancaster, Lizzie: ”

Lancaster, Esker: ”

Lock, John: Enfield 

Lindsev, Claudia: Nashville 

May, Opie: Castalia 

Mav, Will: "

May, Luke: ”

May, Annie: ”

May, Robert: ”

May, Lugenia: ”

Moss, Kathleen: Nashville 

McGee, Andrew: 

Castalia

Nelms, Claudia: " 

Nelms, Leon: " 

Nelms, Maud:

Nelms, Lincoln: " 

Neal, Hattie: " 

O'Neal, A. D.: Selma 

Privctte, Alonzo: Castalia 

Privette, Iver. "

Privctte, Lillian: ”

Parker, Hugh: Heathsville 

Parker, Lola: ”

Pullen, Magnolia: Spring Hope 

Rich, Tom: Castalia 

Rich, William: "

Rich, Ruffin: "

Rich, Mender M 

Rich, Leona: ”

Roberts. Jack: "

Roberts, Oliver: "

Roberts, Joe: "

Roberts. lizzie: "

Sexton, Willie: Nick 

Sykes, Sudie: Spring I lope 

Stallings, Cornelius: Spring 

Hope

Strickland, Maud: "

Strickland, Nat: "

Strickland, Bessie: ” 

Strickland, Mark: "

Strickland, Chleo: "

Strum, Walter. ”

Strum, Lillie: ”

Strum, Kate: ”

CONNECTOR

Strum, James: "

Strum, Mar}’.* ”

Strum, Nannie: ”

Sledge, I. C.: Aventon 

Sledge, Herbert: Brinklcyville 

Taylor, Thomas: Castalia 

Taylor, Gladys: "

Taylor, Myrtle: "

Taylor, Levi: Spring Hope 

Taylor, Baldwin: Castalia 

Taylor, Bertha: ”

Taylor, Irene: ”

Taylor, Hallie: M

Terr}’, Dulcie: "

Tern’, J ohnnie Belle: "

Thome, Bessie: Aventon 

Taylor, Edgar: Castalia 

Upchurch, Lillian: Centerville 

Valentine, I. T: Spring Hope 

Vick, Ruby: Nashville 

Vick, Maggie: Wilson 

Williams, Elijah: Castalia 

Williams, Tom: "

Williams, Sallie: "

Wheless, Allen:. "

Wheless, Rosco: ”

Wheless, Frank: "

Wheless, Blonnie: Sp. 1 lope 

Walker, Matthew: Castalia 

Walker, Jasper: "

Walker, Ella Lee: M

Williams, Maris: ”

Williams, Russell: "

Wheless, Clyde: r’

Wilder, Kate: Spring 1 lope

03 SO

Close Call

C
apt. William Fitzhugh

Gordon, who died a few 

days ago in Washington, 

[Beaufort Co, NC] had a 

close call during the War. 

He was sentenced to death 

as a Confederate spy and 

was standing in front of the 

soldiers to be shot when a 

mounted messenger rode 

up bringing the pardon that 

saved his life.

[Washington Progress, Nov. 7, 1893]
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Orders Issued by the Board of Commissioners

For Franklin County, Commencing thelst Monday in September, 1872 and ending

the 1st Monday in September, 1873.

Alston, Ned Doughty & Lee nscoe, Daniel

Alston, Alfred Davis, N. ones, J.J.

Arrington, W.H. Davis, J.W. effreys, Sam

Alston, G.W. Dean, William ackson, J.W.

Askew, Thomas Edwards, Z. effreys, J.Redd.

Bowden, John Edwards, RT. ■Cemey, B.S.

Bullock, B. F. Edwards, R.N. Kin, Dr. W.R.

Brummett, J.R. Ellis, O. ? King, W.S.

Bullard, B.T. Edwards, N. B. Jtdejohn, J.B. .

Button, Wilson Eves, S.C. Lee, Martha J.

Bunn, W.J. 2 aton, William Lee, Ann

Battle, W.H. Fuller, H.W. Lee, Allison

Barnes, Ned 7urman, W.H. Long, S.I.

Branch, W.I. 7oster, R.S. McDonald, F.

Baker, J.C, Fuller, E.W. May, A.

Bains, H.J. Falls, O.L. Mitchell, W.H.

Baker, G.S. Foster, Dr. P.S. Moore, WAl.

Baker & Mitchell Gupton, Mrs. E. Martin, W.K.

Barrow & Pheasant Gupton, J.E. Michaux, L.L.

Bunn, Joe Gupton, E.A. May, N.D.D.

Bowden, Abel GilbJ.G. Minges, W.T.

Bunn, J.T. Gay, Bennett Mullins, Abram

Batthrop, J.W. Gilbart, James Medlin, R.T.

Best, Henry Gill, J.T. Murphy, J.J.

Brown, P.J. Hawkins, P.B. Murry, J.J.

Bookram, W. H. Hawkins, M. Moore, A.S.

Collins, J.K. Hawkins, N.M. Mini tree, J.J.

Calisher, H.K. Heath, L.H. Moore & Gatling

Cox, W.R. Hamlett, A.N. Nichols & Co.

Clifton, J.B. Harris, A.J.P. Outlaw, Thomas

Clifton, B.P. Harris, M.J. Pert)', J.W.

Cook, C.M. Holden, Bryant Perry, Joshua

Crenshaw, W.M. Hunt, Madison Pediford, W.H.

Cook, J.P. Hill, Bitha Perry, Joseph

Clifton, Bob Horton, T.C. Pitman, J.A.

Clifton, LT. Hill, B & F Person, Paschall

Crudup,Jim Harris, J.J. Pearce, William

Coppazza, W.D. Hight, Edward Phillips, W.K.

Crudup, Dr. E.A. Hunt, James Pearce, F.P.

Cooper, Robt Harris, W. Pace, Bryant

Collins, Peter Harris, J.R. Power, Edward

Chavis, W.S. Harris, W.H. Person, William

Carlile, T.N. Harris, LI. Perry, Caswell

Dunston, Hilliard Hamlitt, A. Pearce, Henry’

Dunston, Harry Hazelwood, W. Pisden, J.D.

Dickerson, Fannie Johnson, Matthew Jones, Perry, Dr. A.S.

Dickerson, Bettie Dorsey
4

Pearce, R.M.

CONNECTOR

Perry, Jerry & A.S.

Phillips, W.E.

Ridley, William 

Rogers, Mary E.

Rogers, R.

Rogers, Thomas 

Riley, T.G.

Ransom, W.H.

Smith, P.H.

Spivey, James 

Stallings, R.

Strother, J.P.

Stallings, J.M.

Shaw, Jack 

Srigall, E.L.

Shaw, J.R.

Stockard, Bill 

Spencer, W.H. Adm.

Terrell & Harris 

Thomas, T.K.

Tucker, J.B.

Tharrington, J.E.

Terrell, L.T.

Thomas, C.H.

Timberlake, R.H.

Thorp, N.

Taylor, A.

Thomas, A.

Thomas, J.J.

Wilder, S.T.

Williams, W.A.

Wynne, J.C.

Webb, H.B.

Williams, ??

Yarboro, C 

Yarboro, Martha 

Yarboro, S 

Young, W.N.

Young, I. D. H.

Young, M.N.

Checks were written for 

items such as: Committees 

for various bridges, Printing, 

Taking Tax List, Goods for 

Poor, Wimess Ticket, Crier 

of Court, Burial, Mileage, 

Cutting Rafts, and Coffin.]

[Franklin Courier, November 

15, 1873.]



CELESTIAL CONCERT.

19

THE LUTE-LIKE VOICE OF WIL

MINGTON'S NIGHTINGALE.—SO

NOROUS NOTES OF NATHAN 

MAYER

ENRAPTURING SONGS OF THE 

MALE QUARTETTE AND THEIR 

LADY ASSISTANTS.

en Shakespeare put it that

Orpheus' lute was strung with poet's 

sinews whose golden touch could 

soften steel and 

stones, he must have 

been looking through 

the vista of cycles to 

Willis’ Opera House, 

on Thursday night.

Ever)7 seat was occupied by Tar- 

boro’s brightest and best, to enjoy 

the Concert given by Misses Ida 

Lee Bryan and M. Rawls, Mrs. 

E.D. Barnes, Mrs. M.A. Curtis, 

and Messrs S.S. Nash, T.P. 

Cheshire, M.A. Curtis and Dr. I.N. 

Carr, with the kind assistance of 

Mrs. D.B. Kahnweiler, Soprano, 

Miss Mami De Rossett, Pianist, 

and N. Mayer, Tenor, for the bene

fit of St. Barnabas’ Guild.

M.A. Curtis was Musical Director 

and Henry K. Nash, Jr., Business 

Manager.

The bill of musical fare was rich, 

rare, and recherche, and the intensely 

ecstatic enjoyment of the audience 

was exhibited in prolonged plaudits. 

When the curtain fell on the final 

piece, the assembly arose, with hearts 

full of thanks to our Wilmington 

[NC] friends, and pride of our town 

talent and enterprise.

On Wednesday an expectant 

crowd of friends and admirers pro

ceeded in carriages to the Tarboro 

Branch Depot. When the 6 o’clock 

train arrived, their vision was greeted 

with the sight of our distinguished 

Wilmington visitors.

Mrs. D.B. Kahnweiler, easily the 

nightingale of North Carolina, and 

Mr. Nathan Mayer, the superb tenor 

singer, came to take part in the Con

cert. They were convoyed by Hon.

S.H. Fishblate, ex-mavor of Wil-
* *

mington, Mr. D.B. Kahnweiler and 

Misses Ella Fishblate, Minnie 

Weil, Lossie Myers, and Miriam 

Greenwald, radiant beauties of our 

"sister city by the sea." They had 

come for the double purpose of hear

ing their warblers and seeing their 

many friends.

When the curtain 

rose, Miss M. De Rosset, 

charmingly robed in a 

pink silk skirt with white 

Spanish lace overdress 

and pearl ornaments and 

hair most becomingly arranged, sat at 

the Grand Square Upright Knabe 

Piano.... Hers was the Herculean 

task to play all the accompaniments 

and perfectly did she perform it. 

[Some of the songs sung at this won

derful concert were "Watching", 

"Take me Jamie, Dear", "Knicker

bocker Boat Song", and "Song of 

Hybrias, the Cretan", "Gobble, 

Gobble", and "Mabel's Song".]

The affair was one of the big suc

cesses of the city. Mr. Jo. Fountain 

and lady, from Rocky Mount, and 

other visitors came in to enjoy the 

treat.
[Tarboro Guide, June 16, 1883]

Where's the Sheriff?

The members for the County of

Beaufort Beg leave to aquaint y’r Ex

cellency that there wants a Sheref for
j

the Said County, their Being no 

Corte lately held there, to represent 

three persons. Pursuant to the Act of 

Assembly lately provided for that 

purpose. We therefore Humbly Rec

ommend for your Excellency’s Ap-
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probaion, Sheref Mr. John Alderson 

as a person to officiate in that Office 

for the Ensuing year.

And withal bet leave to Subscribe 

our Selves y’r Excellency’s most 

Humble Servents,

J. BARROW.

MICH’L COUTANCHE.

JOHN SIMPSON.

New Bern, May 21st, 1760 

(Endorsed.)

To His Excellencev Arthur
J

Dobbs, Esq’r., Return of List Sher

iffs Beaufort County7.

[Colonial and State Records]

No Nerd to Swear!

Ti in Old Adam Strong,—"See!"

said a reverend gentleman, "here is 

an illustration. At 

one time I 

should have 

sworn awfully at 

this fly—but,
j

look now." Rais

ing his hand, he 

said, gently, "Go 

away, fly, go away." But the fly only 

tickled his nose the more. The rever

end gentleman, raising his hand with 

some vehemence, made a grab at the 

offender, and, being successful, 

opened it to throw the insect from 

him, when, in extreme disgust, he ex

claimed: "Why, d—n it, it's a wasp!"

[Battleboro Progress, Jan. 2, ! 880]

FINE COLLARDS

Lookng Fine.—Mr. T.H. Grif

fin has the prettiest garden in town. 

Some of his collards measure 22 in

ches and more.

f The Rocfo' Mount Mail. Mav 28 18751
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Chas. D. Coker

It is with a sad heart that I make 

the attempt to write the obituary of 

my beloved husband who was taken 

sick on the 26th of October and died 

on Sunday morning after October 

31st, 1920. He was bom Nov. 24, 

1848, making his stay on earth sev

enty three years and twenty four 

days. He was twice married, first to 

Louvenia Fly. The fruits of his first 

marriage were nine children, several 

of them preceding him to the grave. 

His children now living by his first 

marriage are Chas., Leslie, Edgar, 

Mrs. Laura Edmondson who is 

nowr a widow with two children, and

Valentines

the younger one is named Wash- 

bum Coker. He u-as next mamed to 

Ella Fly, his first wife’s sister. The 

fruits of this marriage was one son

Robert Coker.

He was baptized into the fellow

ship of the Primitive Baptist 

Church at Tarboro, N.C 

[Edgecombe Co., NC].........His dis

ease was gallstone and his sufferings 

were great. He begged the Lord to 

take him out of his sufferings and I 

feel sure his sufferings are over and 

his sweet spirit is at rest with God. 

He passed away as calmly as one go

ing to sleep, but oh how heart break

ing it was to stand over him and 

know he was leaving me alone in 

this unfriendly world. ...

Written by his sorrowing wife. 

[From Zion's Landmark, February 15, 

1921, contributed by Mark Whecless, 

TRC member.]

C3SO

[Hill, From P.16]

Green Hill and his brothers, Wil

liam and Henry, were members of 

the Blandford-Bute Masonic 

Lodge. In 1786, Green Hill built a 

gristmill on Tar River at Massie’s 

Falls. Dr. John King and Green Hill 

married sisters, daughters of Benja-

V.
alentines.—The young gents

and ladies should not forget that the 

14th of Feb. is near at hand.

Oh! Little loveliest lady mine,

What shall I send for your Valen

tine?

Summer and Flowers are far away; . ►

Gloomy old winter is king today,

Buds will not blow, and sun

not shine, _ --------------------------——

What shall I do for a Valentine? T'T A- lA/

[Tarboro Southerner, Feb. 11, 1876]

CONNECTOR

min SeawelL King, a well-known 

Methodist preacher, moved to 

Louisburg in 1780. Hill and King 

were trustees of Franklin Acade

my, Franklin Co.'s first educational 

institution. It later became Louis

burg College which is the oldest ju

nior college in the United States.

Green Hill married Nancy 

Thomas on 13 October 1763. The 

children of this marriage were: Jor

dan b. 12 Oct 1765, who resided in 

NC until his death; Hanna(h) b. 25 

Jan 1766, who married Thomas 

Stokes of Chatham Co., NC; 

Nancy b. 25 Jan 1768, who married 

Thomas Knibb (or Niomas)

Wynn of NC, and died in 1791; 

Martha b. 20 Oct. 1769, who mar

ried Jesse Brown of NC and moved 

to Lebanon, TN; Richard b. 14 

Sept 1771, who died in infancy. 

Nancy Thomas Hill died Jan. 16, 

1772.

On 3 June 1773, Hill married 

Mary Seawell, daughter of Benjamin 

Seawell of Bute Co., NC. Children 

of this marriage were: Green Hill, 

III b. 5 May 1774, who died in Ala

bama; Lucy b. 20 July 1774, who 

married Rev. Joshua Cannon and 

lived in Williamson Co. TN; John 

b. 1778, who settled in Rutherford 

Co, TN; Thomas b. 15 Sept 1781, 

who also settled in Rutherford Co. 

TN and married (1) E. Siel, and (2) 

S. Bosey; Sarah (Sally) Ricks b.

16 Dec. 1783, married ? Peebles 

and died in Williamson Co, TN; 

Mary Seawell b. 1 Oct 1786, who 

married Adam De Graffenreid in 

TN; William b. 27 Jan 1792, who 

married and settled in Rutherford 

Co., TN; Joshua b. 10 Aug 1795, 

who moved with his father to IN, 

and married Lamiza Lan(i)er of 

Beaufort Co., NC.

Green Hill died at his Tennessee 

home on September 11,1826. He 

was buried in the family cemetery.
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