
Society for the Preservation of Historic Oakwood

FOURTH OF JULY PICNIC

There will be a neighborhood picnic on July 4th at the vacant lot 
across the street from the Stronach house at 41*f N. Bloodworth. All 
Oakwood residents and their guests are invited to the gathering, which 
will begin at 5 p.m. and continue until dark. Each family should bring 
a covered dish -- enough to serve themselves and six other people -
and chairs or blankets to sit on. The picnic committee will provide 
plates and utensils, but those people wanting other drinks should bring 
their own. Musicians are encouraged to bring their instruments, for 
a neighborly jam sessions, and cooks their recipes, for the Oakwood 
cook book.

DODD-HINSDALE HOUSE '

The fate of the Doda-Hinsdale House on Hillsborough Street remains 
uncertain, despite Oakwood's offer to put up half the money for the 
state to obtain a six-month option on the 99-year-old house.

The N.C. Historical Commission agreed in May to use state funds 
for half the $3,000 option, and the Society for the Preservation of 
Historic Oakwood offered to put up the other $1,500.

But the commission balked at the society's stipulation that the 
state guarantee it would spend $21,000 to bring the house up to code if 
it accepted the money.

The society agreed to drop the requirement that a specific amount of 
money be spent, but a commission committee decided June 19 that it would 
not purchase the option unless the city of Raleigh agreed to hold off 
condemnation proceedings for six months.

That issue will be before the City Council at a July 5 public 
hearing, when J. Beal Bartholomew, the city's chief housing inspector, 
will ask the council to have the house demolished. If the city decides 
to condemn the building, it would be razed 20 days later.

In April, Bartholomew declared the house an unsafe building, and 
city officials initially threatened to demolish the house if it was not 
repaired by June 12.

"I would like to see the house restored as much as anybody," Bartholomew 
said in April. "But it's gotten to the point where you just can't 
leave it sitting there. Structurally it's about as sound as any you could 
build today, but inside, well,the code identifies it as unsafe."

(continued next page)
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(Dodd-Hinsdale, continued)
The house was occupied as recently as the early 1970s, but in 

recent years vandals and fires have taken their toll.
Larry E. Tise, director of the state Division of Archives and 

History, said it would cost more than $21,000 to make short-term repairs 
on the house and another $31,000 to make it habitable.

Complete rehabilitation would cost more than $93,500, he said.
The house is valued at $160,000 to $190,000. Almost all of that, 

however, is accounted for by the lot.
If the city should agree to the six-month delay, the state would 

raise the $150,000 needed to buy the house through private sources and 
begin looking for a person or group to restore it. ine deadline for 
proposals would be July 31.

Since passage of the liquor-by-the-drink option, some local 
restautteurs have expressed interest in restoring the house.

WE'RE ALL EQUAL, HISTORICALLY

The Society for the Preservation of Historic Oakwood will not 
recommend any individual neighborhood houses for designation as Raleigh 
historic properties, the governing board decided at its June meeting.

The board agreed with historian Barbara Wishy, who prepared a 
report on historic designations at the group's request, that such 
recommendations to the City Council might generate bad feelings among 
area residents.

When an individual house is designated an historic property, there 
is a significant financial advantage for its ouner in the 50 percent tax 
deferral. Neighborhood antagonism that might be aroused over that issue 
was cited in Wishy's report as one reason the society should not single 
out individual houses.

Furthermore, according to the report, it would be too difficult and 
controversial to decide which of Oakwood's houses are most historically 
and architecturally significant. From the point of view of protection, 
Wishy pointed out, such designation would be redundant, since the 
Oakwood neighborhood is already protected by laws prohibiting demolition 
and alteration.

The Oakwood neighborhood as a whole has been designated a Raleigh 
historic district by the City Council. The Oakwood-Mordecai Meeting House 
on Person Street was named an historic property before it was moved from 
its original site on Blount Street; at that time it was called the Tucker 
house. The three Heck houses at 503 and 511 E. Jones St. and at 218 
N. East St. have been recommended for individual designation by the Raleigh 
Historic Properties Commission.

The board's decision does not and should not deter individuals from 
seeking historic designations for their houses, vice-chairman Ernie 
McDonald said. Both McDonald and Wishy are members of the sites research 
and designation committee of the Raleigh Historic Properties Commission.
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BOYS' CLUB SOLD

The Praise Temple Faith Church, Inc. has bought the Boys' Club 
property at the corner of East and Lane Streets .

According to neighborhood society board chairman Hugh Barnes, 
who reported the transaction at the June meeting, spokespeople for 
the group say they have plans to improve the property.

Praise Temple Faith is a nationally-organized middle-income 
black church, Barnes said.

NEW BOARD MEMBER

Betsy Buiord was elected to the board of the Society for the 
Preservation ,)i Historic Oakwood at its June meeting. She replaces 
Harvey Bumgardner, whose unexpired term runs through 1978.

HARP MC'CLENNAGAN HOUSE MAY GO

Chances for preservation of the Harp McClennagan House on the campus 
of Peace College are now looking slim.

When Peace College officials last spring made known their intentions 
to demolish the two-story house at (jej Peace St-
the Society for the Preservation of Historic Oakwood intervened in an 
effort to save it. The board persuaded the school officials to delay 
demolition, and found a couple who said they were willing to move the house.

After months of negotiation and planning, the couple has now decided 
to drop the project; board chairman Hugh Barnes said it is probably too 
late to find other movers.

MOORE SQUARE BUSINESS DISTRICT

Oakwood should help Moore Square businesses in their fight to preserve 
that part of Raleigh, board historian Barbara Wishy recommended to the 
neighborhood society this month.

Stabilization oi Moore Square would benefit Oakwood, which is just 
a few blocks away, Wishy said in a written report to the group. One 
of the most important common interests, she said, is opposition to any 
future widening of Person Street.

The board took no action on the report, which recommended that Oakwood 
appoint a representative to attend meetings of the Moore Square Merchants' 
Assocation. That group was formed to stablize the area bounded by 
Wilmington, Martin, Hargett, and Person streets.
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OAKWOOD BALL PLANS ROLLING

Proceeds from the Oakwood-sponsored Yarborough House Ball 
on August 19 will be used to help restore the Dodd-Hinsdale House 
on Hillsborough Street, the neighborhood's governing board decided 
earlier this month.

The board has already offered $1,500 to the N.C. Historical 
Commission toward the purchase of a six-month option on the endangered 
Victorian house. This amount will be reimbursed to the neighborhood 
society's treasury with profits from the ball. Proceeds beyond $1,500 
will also go toward restoration of the house, if the city and state 
agree to save it. (The future of the 99-year-old house is still uncertain; 
for details, see story on p. 1).

The board has appropriated $3,500 for staging the ball, and, with 
its $1,500 committment to the restoration project, must sell 334 tickets 
to break even.

The board also decided recently to include a post-ball neighborhood 
tour in the price of the $15-per-person ball ticket. The tours of houses 
and gardens will take place Sunday, August 20, the afternoon following 
the party. Purpose of the tours, according to ball chairperson Betsy 
Buford, is to generate interest for the fund-raising event and to 
emphasize Oakwood's sponsorship, since the ball itself will be held outside 
the neighborhood.

The ball is to be at the Woman's Club of Raleigh, on Woman's Club 
Drive, and will feature dancing, champagne, and a buffet supper. It will 
commemorate the Yarborough House, Ms. Buford said, as a "call to arms" 
for preservation and restoration in Raleigh. The Yarborough House, now 
demolished, was a well-known hotel on Fayettville Street and a city 
landmark.

Tickets to the ball will be available through neighborhbod block 
captains. People who do not want to attend the ball but would like to 
make a tax-deductille contribution to the preservation cause may do 
so by buying a ticket or by donating any amount, Ms. Buford said.

Oakwood residents willing to help with any aspect of the ball weekend, 
including having their houses or gardens opened to the public, are 
urged to call Betsy Buford at 829-1204, evenings, or 733-7305, daytime.



- t)Ddr^

. 4CPO H

OAKWOOD GAZETTE 

Nov. 1978

1979 BOARD MEMBERS TO BE ELECTED AT GENERAL MEETING 

The 1978 Annual Meeting of the Society for the Preservation of 

Historic Oakwood will be held on Tuesday, November 15. at 7s30 p.m. 

at the Oakwood-Mordecai Meeting House, 4l6 N. Person St.

Officers for 1979 will be elected at the meeting. The slate 

of candidates selected by the Board's nominating committee is as 

follows:

Chairman — Oakley Herring 

Vice-Chairman — Barbara Wishy 

Recording Secretary — Sara Stronach 

Corresponding Secretary — Libby Ann Dishler 

Historian — Chris Carlton 

Treasurer — Dixie Crew
# •

Board members: Ames Christopher, A1 Carlton, Betsy Buford, and 

Sally Barnes, for two-year terms, and Arden Root, to fill an 

unexpired one-year term.

Nominations will also be taken from the floor.

OAKWOOD CHRISTMAS TOUR SET

The 1978 Historic Oakwood Christmas Tour will be held on December 16th 

and 17th. The hours will be from 2-8 p.m. both Saturday and Sunday.

Houses on the tour are those of: Dixie and Jim Crew, 325 Polk 

Street; Bobbie and Clark Dudley, 407 Polk Street; Mrs. Fern Hughes,

-over-



2.

409 Polk Street; Alice Garland, 518 N. Bloodworth; Ann Bryan, 705 

N. East Street; Richard Black and Quitman Anderson, 526 Oakwood Avenue.

Everyone in the Oakwood community is invited and encouraged to 

participate, tour chairman Oakley Herring said. People who would like 

to help with taking tickets and host/hostessing should call Libby Ann 

Dishler at 833-0157. Muriel Madry, at 829-1602, would like to hear 

from cookie-making volunteers.

CHRISTMAS CANDLES AVAILABLE

It’s time to place your orders for the electric window candles that 

give Oakwood such a warm feeling at Christmas. The Oakwood Garden 

Club is offering the single white G.E, candles to neighborhood residents 

at cost; they can be ordered through Mrs. Vallie Henderson at 832-3336. 

Although the exact price was not available at the time of printing,

Mrs. Henderson estimated the cost would be about $1.30 per candle.

COME TO THE SOCIETY MEETINGS!
J • .

General neighborhood attendance at the regular monthly meetings of the 

Oakwood society has been sparse, and board members urge everyone to 

come and participate.

The board wants . residents of the neighborhood to be aware of 

what is being discussed and decided at the meetings, board member 

Oakley Herring said, and the governing body would like to have all 

possible input before voting on issues.

Meetings are held every second Wednsday of the month at 7:30 

in the Oakwood-Mordecai Meeting House, If there is a guest speaker, 

meetings begin at 7«00 p.m.


