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The Obituary 

The pride of Edgecombe County, North Carolina, Bertha L. Worsley was born on 
October 20, to the late John Laurence Worsley and Mary Grant Worsley. She departed 
this life and entered eternal rest at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 31, 2002 at Duke Hospital in 
Durham, North Carolina. 

She was united in holy matrimony to the late Levi High for 23 years. He preceded her 
in death. as well as a sister in law; Helen Worsley" and a brother in law; Reverend L. W. 
Reid. 

Bertha, affectionately known by many as "Sibert", was inspired to teach and became a 
professional educator after completing high school at Booker T. Washington High in 
Rocky Mount, NC. She studied · and received her B.A. Degree at Fayetteville State in 
Fa)!!!Jteville, NC. She continued her studies at Shaw University, Raleigh, NC. 

Education was a top priority to Bertha. She taught at Bulluck Elementary School in 
the Edgecombe County School System for 40 years. She worked hard to instill in others 
good character, effective skills, strong morale and value. 

She joined the Episcopal Church at an early age and later became a member of The 
Church of The Epiphany, in Rocky Mount. At Epiphany she was active in The ECW, the 
church choir, and the Altar Guild. Even after moving to Durham, she remained a faithful 
member of Epiphany. 

She was involved in several local organizations including the Booker T. Washington 
Senior Citizens Club, Shaw Alumni and the Retired Teachers Association. She was also a 
member of the Senior Citizens Club of Durham, North Carolina. 

She leaves to cherish her loving memories: one sister, Julia W. Reid of Durham; one 
brother, John L. Worsley, Sr. of Rocky Mount; three nephews, Edward Reid of Durham; 
John L. Worsley, Jr. (Carrie) of Winston-Sa/em; James High (Shirley) of Rocky Mount; 
one niece, Hildegarde Worsley of Rocky Mount; and a host of relatives and friends. 

<For I am aCreatfy 6ei.Tl{j pourea out~ a arintofferiTtfJ 
anti tfie time Ii.as come for my ae-parture 

I fia'CJe fouglit a gooa fifJli.t, 
I fiaiie .finisliea my course, 

I fia'CJe te-pt tfie faitli: 
Jf encejortli there is CaUf up for me a crown 

Of ri(Jfiteousness, wfiicli tfie £ortf, 
tfie rifjfiteous jutfge sfia([ give me at tfiat tfay: 
a"!f not to me onfy, 6ut unto a[[ tfiem afso 

tfiat (01Je fiis appeannn. 

II 'limotfiy 4: 6-8 



Prelude 

The Openin'? 

The Collecr . 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
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The Holy Gr..:.::=:.:.:_ 

The Homily .. .. ....... . .. . .... ..... ...... ... ... .... .......... . ... ......... The Reverend Cit 

Prayers of Dr..:·====-==================~on ... ... ... ....... ........ ..... ... . ........ . .... ... ... ... ... ..... .. .. .. ......... _ .. . . 

The Peace 

Solo .... .. ... .. . 
Mrs. Debra Harding Allen 

The Great T:zz=:::::=================-:"l. ving 1 I 

(F,ucharistic _- __ ---- - ~4) .. . .... .. ............................................................. .... . .... .. , .. 

Salutation & ~-=-======-=-:=========~·. Corda 

The Pref acl! 

Sanctus & E2..:= ... ~----------~us 

The Lord's F - - --

The Breakirr; - - - ::£ Bread 

" . ' 

Administrar.L?'" 

Communion ...:_-. ---

---- -_-oly Communion 

.- I 

Prayer of Tr;, _ __ _ .-mg 

The Commt?r-' __ .. ... .. . .. . .. ......... ... . .... .. ... .. . .......... -· · ..... ..... .......... .. ..... ... .. ... .. .. . . . 

Blessing aru:; ~ - ---------·-: =:;sal 

Recessional -: ~ - .., 6 ... .. ....... ... ... ... .... ..... .......... .. ... .. ................ ... .. "Joyful, Joyj. 

Interment 

Northeastern Cen.? fP.ry 

---------------



Ptl66 setIReR~ 
Min of Thi epi~copal Church of Thi epiphe.n;J 

f'60R116 se11ReR~ 
Womfln of Thi episcopal Chureh of Thi epiphany 

JI fieart of goU stopped" 6eating 
<Two shining eyes at rest 

qoa flnows you fiave to [eave us, 
6 ut fie on{y ta~s tfie 6est 

' <To some yoil are a{reatfy forgotten 
To otfiers just part of tfie past 

<But to us wfio [oved and" [ost you, 
f}'"our memory wi{{ a[ways fast. 

rrhe Pami{y 

tiCK.NOWbecvGeMeNT 
Th fl family wi~his to sineirily thank flViryoni for all 

of thfl boVfl and kind ixprission~ shown to u~ 
during thi loss our lovid oni. 

~flrVieis of bovi and M{lmory ~y: 
~tokis Mortuary 

207 ~lbimarti t1vinui 
Roeky Mount, NC 27801 

(252) 977-1313 



'Flower 'Bea rers 

L adic5 of'RL')'llofds Cfiapcf 

'Pa ff 'Bearers 

Cfi111n.r Lodge # 832 

Yf ck 11 OJt1J led gm en t 

In tftis fio11r a/celebration /or our cficrisficd louc, tfic Ji1111ily dL·c11'y 11pprcciatcs tfic 1111rclrnti11_q 
51'r1'iccs, 11isits, co 111jorli11_q 111css11_qcs, 11111f.qrc11t 011tpo11ring of sympatf1)1 and 1v11rm conso/atio11 from 
fiis cft11rcfi, Ji-icnds, fo(~'}C brntficrs, 1111d rc/atiPcs. 

'/\''c fiauc sustained a !}n'lll loss and tfio11!;fi dij}irnlt to bell/; rvc r-·no1v tfiat "'Daddy" is at 
f){ 'tlCL' . 

lc)fJr nprcssio11s o/ loPc fiauc fie/pal to case our burden. :.Ma)1 9od continue to ric/ily bless 
)'O ii 11/ltf )'Ollrji1111ify 

Until we meet again, 
'Tfie 'Family 

Jvfemorial contribZLtions may be made to: 

Jfospicc at 9rcc11sboro 
2 500 S11111111it .'Ave. 

9 rcc11sboro, :NC 27405 

'Rc)111afds Cfiapd 'Bapli5t Cfiurcfi 
327 Jfiblcr 'Rd. 

9rcmsboro, _NC 27409 

- R-woooARD 
gr~~Y= 

3200 ./\'orlfi O 'J fi'lll )' 'B /11d. 

!Jrcmsboro, ./\'C 27405 
(336) 62 1-34l~ I 

)1dl<j R>wM)+ ~itdio~ 

'ffi_e Celebration of Life 
for 

:Major Stonington :Higfi 
Jvfarcfi 22) 1929 - 'December I) r999 

:Monday, rnecember 6, r999 
I I: 0 0 .'.Jf . .7v(. 

'Reynolds Cfia pel 13a plist Cfi11 rcfi 
9reensboro, J{o rtfi Carolina 

'Reverend rn . 'F. J{edrid. , 'Pas tor 
'Reverend rn . rn . 13ald1 vi11 , rtulo_qist 

• 
...... 



Obitua1y 

'"For w1· hwll' rf,;,, ifo11r 1·11rtli~1· lio11s1• ojiliis ft1hl'mt1dl' 11•1·n· di».10!1'1'1/, 11•1· f,;,l'I' t1 /1111/t!1i!'/ o/<jo1/, 11/,;111s1·1101111t1dc 11•t!k limul." l'f1m11/ 
1i1 rf,;. 1i;'///'l'I/.\ " - I I Cori11tfii1111 s 5: I .. . :Tfi,.,,. /I'()/'"·' !'.l'J'l'l'-'·' tfic ((l ll l'irtio11 4 (Jiii' hdo/ll'd dl'Cl'/J .\L'd. 

Jvfajor Sto11i11.qto11 Jfigfi was born :Mardi 22, 1929 in 'Wake Co11n91. J -(c 1vas tfie )'Ou11.qest of 
nine cfiildren born to tfie late Stonington :H(·111y J-l~qfi 11nd 'I tta .Jones Jl(qfi. J{e departed tfiis fije 
'December 1, 19.99 at tfie fiome of fiis daugfita. 

'Bo m in 'll'J11f..e County, Jvfajor al/ended tfie public scfiools of' /\')af..e Cou1191. J-{e recei11ed (/is 
'Badie/or of !Iii-ts 'De_qree from Jlfortfi Carolina Central Uni11ersit)1, and tfie .Juris 'Doctorate 'Dc_qree from 
tfie Uni11ersity ofJlfortfi Carolina at Cfiapel J-lll/. 

Major 1w1s a 11ctemn, ser11in.q fiis count1y in tfic United States :Marines allll tfie United States 
!Iii-my Yljier discfi£11:qe, fie came to 9rernsboro 1vfiere fie became a major Ci11il 'R{qfits Ji1011c111ent 
.'/lftorncy and a principal organizer of tfie former .Lmv Ji rm of L ee, J{~qfi, •7l1ylor and 'Dansby 

Cfiurcfi participation 1vas a 11ery important part of :Major's life . Yli 1111 early a.qe fie 1vas baptiz ed 
into tfie fcllo1vsfiip of'Wali.cficld 'Baptist Cfiurcfi in Zebulon, .NC. !Ifs fie tra11eled fie aliva)'S i1111ohied 
fiimselj. i11 tfie spiritual life of tfie comm1111i1y. :After returning to 9 recnsboro fie cfiosc to joi11 1{e)'nolds 
Cfiapel 'Bnptist Cfiurcfi 1vfiere fie semed as a 'Deacon. J-{c also taugfit tfie !lfdult Sunda)' Scfiool Clnss 
allll fcd tfie 'lC1et"1esday Jlfigfit rBible St11dy. 

';\!faior 1v11s 11 member of Climax .Loc~qe #S32, a member of 9reensboro Consisto1y # 1 06, an 
J fonorllly 3yd 'De.qree Jifoson lllrd tfie 9 rand 'Editor of tfie 'Prince J (al/ Jifoso nic }011rnal. 

J-(e 1vas a member of Ome_qa 'Psi ' Pfii 'Fratemi91. 
'/ fJi tfi lo11in.q memories fie lea 11cs befiind: :Mrs. 'Willie J{igfi of!Jrernsboro; son, Jifojo 1~ )1: of 

9 rm1sboro; dau.qfitcr and son-in-l111v, 'Renee and •Tlmotfiy Jifo rtin of 9reensboro; t1vo gra11dso 11s, 1'8 rian 
•Tlmotfiy :Martin llluf •Tj1us Stonington M artin of 9 rce11sboro; two sisters, 1:.redena Young , of 1~11/ei_gfT-, 
.NC and .Neda .J{i1rris of!Jreensboro; brotficr cmd siste1~in -la111, Syl11ester lllflf ]Vfmy J(igfi ofD11111frics , 
'VY/~· llltlll )' nieces and nepfieivs; and a fiost of otficr rclati11es, ji-iends, 1111d brotficr Ji1 asol/S. 

·Tlli11111topsis, ''Y('/.lim1 of'!Jmtfi" 
Lli1 li1 11' 11ii1111l1i·11 t/1)1 Sllll/111//llS ['/J/l//'_i /OjilJil 

']fti• lilllllll/i'!lf/Jft.• Olnl/lf/f/ ll'f'ift-ft' 11/fl/IL'S 

'Ii; t!ti1t 11~;1_.-1mi1J1.1 mJ/111 11 1/ti·f'I' 1't11'!t' ..-liit!I t1d:i· 
.J!J:,· r!ti1111!il'r 1i1 t!ti· .1i!t:11t !ti!ll.1 o/rlm11i; 

· 7 !ti111yo 1101, Mi, t!ti, '/""''J, - .i/11;11· 111 "('flt/ 
Lli'//ll('tjl'rl ///!ti:-- r/111!'/''//ll, li111, Sl/Sflllift'(/ 11//(/ St//Jf!ti·rl 

'/J)' 1111111ijriltl'ni!'/ /ms/, 11;1;m111rli-tlt}•.'/m111• 
£.ili· 11/11· 11 1!ti1 11ml's t!ti· rim!'''')' 1{!tis a1J1r!t' 
: -1/im1/ !tii11 II/I(/ !ti'.\ r/1111•11 IO f'!t. ·11.\'/111/ dn'fllllS. 

by ' /!' 1illi111 11 C11/lc11 r131y1111t 

' Jlrc/udc 

rProcl'ss io1111 I 

J {y 111 n 

Scripture 'Readings 
Old ' l(·st11111ent 

Jlfc'Jll •T(·st11 mm t 

<Tfie Celebration of Lije 
'N.c1 1ac'lld 'I). ' F J lee/rick, 'Presidin.tJ 

'Prayer of Consolation 

Selection 

Obit111uy and 
!:ifck.110111/edg 111e11t 

•Ti·ilm t l's 

•T-a 111 i ly ' I i·ilJ11 te 

Solo 

rl3rned ict i o,, 

'Rcccssion11/ 

Cfioir 

'Read Silent!)' 

'Reynolds Cfi11pcl 

J\fr. Yll11in rEl/iott 
!)rand Sccrct111y 
'Prince .Jliill 9 ra11cl .£.oc~qc 

Ylity 'Da uid · D11llsh.1•, )r 

•Tfic .7 li_q f i ' fa 111 i f,v 

lntcnnrnt - '/\' 111f.cjicld 'Baptist Cfiurcfi Crn1ctc·1y 
.Zebulon, :NC 



Major Stonington J{fgfi 
March 22, I5J29 - 'December I, 1999 

Y[ 'Few Yfccomplisfiments 

• One of tfie first Yrfrican-Yfmericans to graduate from UJVC-Cfiapcl J{i// Scfiool of La1v 
• 'First Yrfrican-Yfmerican from 9ui/ford County to nm for tfie :NC 9eneral Yfssembly, tfius paving tfie way for 

otficrs to follow 
• 'First 9rand Yfttomey for '[fie rrrince J{a// 9rand Lodge of 'Free and Yfccepted :Masons of :No11fi Carolina 
• 9rand 'Editor of 'I'fie rrrince J{afl :Ma sonic Journal 

:M1: J{igfi won tfie praise and admiration of tfie entire :Masonic family witfi tfie innovations fie made in tfie 
:Masonic Journal wfien fie single-fiandedly transfo1med tfie Journal into a true dornmenta1y of :Masonic 
activities tfirougfiout tfie State of :No11fi Carolina 

• Wfien active in tfie Sfirine, played a major role in tfie acquisition of tfie :Mosque and 9renadier Club for .Xfialif 
'Temple # J 44 

• 'Principal organizer of successful cffo11s to establisfi tfie Sanford !Jard ens, a 50 unit fiomc for tfie elderly, located 
in Sanford, :No11fi Carolina, under tfie ownersfiip of :Xfialif 'Temple 

• Yr major Civil 'R.ignts :Movement attorney wfio represented rent strif.ers at tfie Cottage 9rove-Yfpacfie 
apartments in tfie late 196o's 

• Se1ved as Counsel for tfie fo1mer :Malcolm X Liberation University in 9reensboro 
• Was a ve1y fluent writer and fiad nearly completed a manuscript for a fiisto1y of tfie rrrince J{a// :Masons of 

:No11fi Carolina 
• Yr mentor to a nLLmber of law students and young lawyers wfio served as interns under fiim, one of wfiicfi was 

Jib reel :Xfiazan ('Ezell rs/ai1; J1:) 1 one of tfie original Sit-In leaders 
• Yr/ways made fiimse!J available to Civil rRigfits leaders wfio fiad w01tfiy and even controversial caLLses , even 

tfiougfi tfiey seldom were able to pay fiim for fiis services 
• Yr Cfi011er :Member of tfie Yfmerican 'Federal Savings and Loan Yfssociation, as well as a member of tfie team 

of Lawyers tfiat did tfie researcfi leading to tfie foLLnding of Yfmerican 'Federal Savings and Loan Yfssociation, 
tfie first Yrfi-ican-Yfmerican Savings and Loan Yfssociation in tfie City of 9ree11sboro 

• Yfmong the more interesting cases successfully litigated by :M1: J{igfi, was a case against tfie renown singer 
~ay Cfiarles wfien :M1: J{igfi fiad tfie proceeds of ~ay Cfiarles' purse from a conceit fie/ti in 9rcensboro seized 

• Yr principal organizer of tfie former law fi1m of Lee, J{igfi, 'Taylor and 'Dansby 
• Yr member of tfie Legal 'Team of Soul City 
• J{cfd membcrsfiip in tfie first State-wide Lawyers Yfssociation, a lawyer's association composed of Yrfrican-

Yfmerican Lawyers wfio practiced in tfie states of :N011fi Carolina, Soutfi Carolina and Vi1ginia 
• 'Participated in tfie litigation of 17!any Civil 'R.ights cases . 
• 'Wficn active in tfie Sfirine, se1ved as rrotentate of J<fialif 'Temple # i 44 
• 'Past :Master of Climax Lodge #832 
• 'Wficn active as a member of tfie Sfirine, rose to tfie position of Imperial Legal advisor to •Tfic imperial Council 

0 ft fi c yff...Yf 0 :N:M s 
• 01ganizcd tfie J{&:M Stamp Company 

Submitted by rDavid :M. 'Dansby, Jr: 




