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HOMEGOING CELEBRATION 
FOR 

MARCUS DEON McKINNON 

October 8, 1970 - August 20, 2001 

Saturday, August 25, 2001 
12: 3 0 in the afternoon 

Fisher Memorial United Holy Church 
of America, Inc. 

420 East Piedmont Avenue 
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Musical Prelude 

Processional 

Opening Selection 

Prayer of Comfort 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Bishop Elroy Lewis, Presiding 

Musician 

Male Chorus, Faith Gospel United 
Holy Church 

Rev. Carrie Bolton, Pastor 
Alston Chapel United Holy Church 

Scripture Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 
Revelations 21:1-5 

Rev. Phyllis Joyner Sims 
Rev. Charles McCrae 

Musical Selection 

Acknowledgements 
And Obituary 

Remarks 

Musical Selection 

Eulogy 

Male Chorus 

Elder Gloria Aghogah 

Bishop Elijah Williams 
General Vice President 
United Holy Church of America, Inc. 

Dr. William C. Turner, Pastor 
Mr. Level Baptist Church 

Brother Antonio McNair 
Cousin and Friend 

Male Chorus 

Rev. Allan Smith, Pastor 
Faith Gospel Tabernacle 
United Holy Church of America, Inc. 

Benediction and Recessional 

Interment 
Beechwood Cemetery 

Drivers in processions are asked to turn on your headlights. 

PALLBEARS 
Members of 

Faith Gospel Tabernacle United Holy Church 
And 

Hillside Class of 1988 

FLORAL BEARERS 
Members of 

Faith Gospel Tabernacle United Holy Church 
And 

Hillside Class of 1988 

MISS ME, BUT LET ME GO 

When I come to the end of the road, 
When the sun has set for me, 
Don't worry, don't be gloom, 
For God knows why, you see. 

Miss me a little-but not too long, 
And please now with your head bowed low, 

Remember the love that we once shared, 
Miss me but let me go. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The family wishes to express its sincere appreciation to all our 
friends and church families who gave consolation during the 

passing of our dear loved one, Marcus Deon McKinnon. 
Thank you for every act of kindness, your prayers, visits, cards, 

telephone calls, floral tributes and other varied expressions 
of sympathy. 

The McKinnon, Little and Hayes Families 

Professional Services Entrusted to 
Holloway Funeral Home 

2502 Highway 55 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 



Love · 
OBITUARY 

I ~ Marcus D. McKinnon, the son of Rev. John Marvin 
· ~ McKinnon and the late Brenda Joyce Hayes 

McKinnon journeyed from earth to eternity on August 
20, 2001. His life began on October 8, 1970 in Dur
ham, North Carolina and his cheerful smile, loving, 
giving and energetic ways were a source of joy to eve
ryone. 

Marcus refused to be a quitter and this determination reaped trophies 
and awards. In 1988 he graduated from Hillside High School and 
continued his education at North Carolina Central University. Profes
sionally, he was a skilled brick mason who was creative and efficient. 
The work of his hands stands throughout the Durham and Chapel Hill 
communities in residential and commercial construction. 

Marcus was united in holy matrimony to Wanda La Vine Little on De
cember 21, 1996. From this union a daughter, Calah Deon was born. 

His biblical instruction began with his father teaching and reading 
about the life of Jesus Christ. This led to his acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as his personal Savior and baptism at the age of five years old. 
He has been a life long member of Faith Gospel Tabernacle UHC and 
was loved dearly. Church attendance, Bible Study, talks with his 
wife, father, grandmother and church family nurtured his faith. Mar
cus should be remembered as one who was not ashamed of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

God's grace, His unmerited favor was extended to Marcus, like each 
of us, as he wrestled with his struggles. The traps that captured him 
brought him back to his Source, Jesus Christ along with the love of 
his supportive wife, parents, relatives and friends. This love was his 
example as a Christian and family man. 

Fond memories of his life will be cherished by: his wife, Wanda; 
daughter, Calah; son, Brandon; his father and stepmother, Rev. John 
and Jannie McKinno~ stepsister, Felicia; mother in-law, Virginia Par
rish; grandmothers, Rev. Frances McKinnon and Mrs. Jennie (Big 
Momma) Hayes; three sister in-laws and husbands; three brother in
Iaws and wives; uncles, James McKinnon, Roger McKinnon, Eugene 
Hayes and Frederick Hayes; aunts, Louise (Jesse) McAllister, Edna 
Lennon, Rebekah (Joe) Washington, Gloria (Adolf) Aghogah, Rossa 
H. Avery, Valeria H. Sumpter, Genevieve (William) H. Leake and 
Beryl H. Hampton, other uncles, aunts, cousins and a host of relatives 
and friends. 



_ Man, 30, found fatally.stabbed.· on Cox ·Avenue 
<> . . .. ' I . . ' . \ 
~ Victim's wife said he praised 
~ herafew hours earlier as a 
"'l good wife and rrwther . 

By ERIC OLSON 
emo@heiald-sun.com; 41,9-6647 

·A Durham man was fatally stabbed 
early· Monday just a few hours ·after 
telling his wife he was going to turn his 
file around · 

Marcus McKinnon, 30, of 618 'froy St, 
was found dead near the intersection of 
Grant Street and Cox Avenue at 5:37 am. 

The cause of death is under investiga
tion, police said McKinnon's body was 
~nt to the N.C. Me(lical Examiner's 
Cmce in Chapel }\Tijl for an autopsy. 

Although Durham Police Lt. · Ed. 
Silvis would not reveal the cause of 
death, the victim's wife, Wanda McKin
non, said iqvestigators came to her 
home at about 9 a.m. and said her bus-. 
band had been stabbed. . . 

''The police told me he was stabbed in · 
the · leg, but I don't know if it ~t mi 
artery or what," she said. "He was just 
trying to get help because they said he 
was crawling somewhere. I just want to 
stay calm because I feel so sick." 

Investigators believe McKinnon was 
· wol,lllded on COlf ax Street and rari to 

Grant Street; where he died, police said. 
Wanda McKinnon said her husband 

came home on Monday at about 1 a.m. 
but left about an hour later. · . · . · 

"I talked to him last.night and he told 
mi Ji:)w much he loved me,'' she said. 

·"He told me~ was a good wife an9 moth- School and quit his masonry job about a 
er o{ our kids." month ago to attend N.C. Central Uni-

The couple, who would have celebrat- versity for a degree in public adminis- ~ 
ed their fifth wedding anniverSMY on tration, his y,rif e said. 
Dec. 21, has two children, Brandon, 8, "He was a genuine, nice person, and , 
and Calah, 3. be had a good heart," she said. "He real-. ' J 

Wanda McKinnon told Brandon about ly did love the Lord" • I 
his father's death after the boy returned Barbara Williams, Marcus McKin-
home from school on Monday afternoon. . non's former Sunday . school teacher, / 

"I told .him he can feel however he said he used to flirt playfully with her 
1 

wants to feel," .Wanda McKinnon said, 89-year-old mother. Just last Sunday as 
watching her son outside from the front he was helping her mother from her car 
window of their home. at church he said he hoped to reach that 

"U he wants to talk to m,e, I'm here for age, she said. 
him," she sai4 · · , ''I don't care what you said or what you 

Marcus McKinnon was an only child did, he never held a grudge against any
who attended church regularly at the one," Williams said. ''.'That's something 
Faith · Gospel Tabernacle Church on you don't ordinarily find in people." 

. 'froy Street throughout his file: 1 , 

. ~ He graduated from Hillside High ' please see FATAL!C~ 
-J~lU~~[· 
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· Wanda McKinnon said her husband 
. · f 'was working on recovering from 
· · drug abuse. 
· e · "He was in a treatmen_t p~o~am 

. and he was doing fine with it, she 
r said. 
' Police have not arrested anyone or 
established a motive for Marcus 

I McKinnon's death. · , 
Wanda McKinnon said she ~oesn t 

know what her husband w~ doing out 

. ! 

at that hour or whom he migh~ have 
been with, if anyone, when he ~ed. , 

She added that Marcus McKinnons . 
awit, who lives on Cox Avenue a short 
distance from where he was fowid, 
said someone was ban~g on her 
door in the middle of the mght 

"It could've been him or it could've 
been the people after him, I Just don't 
know" Wanda McKinnon said. 

1''1o~nce Lewis, who lives two ~ous
es from where Marcus McKinnon 
was found, said nothing like ~t had 
occurred in her neighborhood m the 
nine years she has lived there. 

Lewis said a neighbor called her at 

about 6 am., but she waited witil 
around 8 am. to go outside to see what 
had happened. 

"It scared the life out of me," she 
said "It's a very nice neighborhood, 
and it always has been." 

Sarvis said the homicide- the l?th 
in Durham this year and the first 1 
since June 21-was not_g~g-related. / 

Anyone with infonnation is asked to 
call CrimeStoppers at 683-1200 or J 
Investigator V.P. Bynum at 560-4440, 
ext. 234. CrimeStoppers is offering a 
rewardofupto$1)00forinfonnation 
leading to an arrest 
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chime Ct., Suite 203 , Raleigh, 
N .C. 27615 or to the U.N.C. 
Educational 'Faunu'ation, c/o 
Dr. LaVerne Junkmann Mc: ·')
rial Fund, P.O. Box 21 '>, 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27515. 

Arrangements for e 
Junkmann family are ur ' ,r 
the care of Hall-Wynne Fu1 · r
el Services, of Durham. 

E-Mail condolences may be 
sent to info@hallwynne.com. 

. ---- ·'· "'""-· . - j 

MCKINNON 
Marcus D. McKinnon, age 

30, died early Monday morn
ing on his knees in the Dur
ham community. He is the son 
of the Rev. John McKinnon 

and the late 

t
' '.1 B r e n d a 

"''."" --.._ 1 H a y e s 
) McKinnon. 

Fond memo
ries of his life 
will be cher
ished by his 

wife, Wanda; / 
one daugh-
ter, Calah; 
stepson, . 
Brandon, of J! 

. the home; his father and step-
mother, Elder John and Jannie 
McKinnon; stepsister, Felecia; 
mother-in-law, Virginia Par- \ 
rish; grandmothers, Rev. Fran- 1

• 

ces McKinnon and MFs. Jennie 
(Big Momma) Hayes; uncles, 
James McKinnon, Roger 
McKinnon, Eugene Hayes and 
Frederick Hayes;-aunts, Louise 
(Jessie) McAllister, Edna Len
non, Rebecca (Joe) Washing .., 
ton, Gloria (Adolf) Aghogah, 
Rossa H. Avery, Valeria H. 
Sumpter, -Genevieve (William) 
H. Leake and Beryl H. Hamp
ton . He has three sisters-in
law; two brothers-in-law; 
three nieces; four nephews; 
and a host of cousins and 
friends. 

Funeral services will be .at 
12:30 p.m. Saturday at Fisher 
Memorial United Holy Church, 

.with visitation at 11 :30 a .m., 
one hour prior to the service. 

Arrangements by Holloway \ 
Funeral Home: j 

U-L_------==-- ~ 
Happy Blrtnday to 'the· 
sweetest and 'most 
toying Brother a sister 
could have ever ; 
bad. I miss you . , .. ;.-:·~; 
dearly, especially-::~. 
your big hugs. I think 
ot: you da~.1: )' ou are 
,mtssed dee~ by all l7t 
,who kne'f)'.911· <, ;.'?' \. .. Uvbz11 

' .: _.,,,~, •. -~1= .j v' 0 
~ · · w .- ·~· '. • · < ·~ . · Me~rv 

n..JJ.'~~ '4 ~n .... ;£.n .., __ -&.- __ J 

c 
2 
n 
c 
v 
tt 
S· 
O' 

rr 
fo 



. }· 

,_ ._ .... 

.. .., ... 
'!<·: .. :.:. .. 
~' ~· . 

- · 
, , 

Seventh Annual Service of Remembrance 
Friday, November 2, 2001, Noon 

MARCUS DEON MCKINNON 
1970-2001 

Born: Durham, NC (October 8, 1970); Education: Durham (NC) Public Schools, 
Hillside High School, Durham, NC (1988); North Carolina Central University, 
Durham, NC (Junior, Polih·cal Science-Public Administration major); 
Employment: Professional brick mason and student; Honors: Thomas Tucker · 
Brick Mason Award ior Creativity and Professionalism; Awards for Citizenship; 
Memberships: Hillside High School Class of 1988; Faith Gospel Tabernacle UH 
Church--- church attendance, music, Bible study. 



HOST 

Mr. Tracy McNeil 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 

Mr. Derrick Fowler 
Faith Gospel Tab. UHC 

Mr. Tony Parrish 
Faith Gospel Tab. UHC 

Mr. Cleopheus Elam 
Guiding Star UHC 

Mr. Linwood Yancey 
Guiding Star UHC 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Arnold Solomon 

HOSTESS 

Mrs. Vivian Morris 
Faith Gospel Tab. UHC 

Mrs. Betina Baines 
Faith Gospel Tab. UHC 

Mrs. Thelma Alston 
White Rock U HC 

VIDEOGRAPHER 

David Moore, Jr. 

CATERER 

Chicken Hut 
Peggy Tapp, Owner li i ~l. i f <i·-: 

; ~· ~ ; ;: 
'· ...... 
; :· •1 

~:.: 

il!:BP. s/I~ '?~&s pmt&s 
?lte'A1'7tJt()7t 

April 25, 1924, Was a very special day for that was 
the day the Lord chose to bless all those who would 
ever corne to know you. We, among many more, give 
thanks for that day! We sure do love you and have a 
wonderful birthday! 



7h• 7r' + ~irthllA!J CelebrAtioo for 
;fev. ,SArAh JrAOees t;;;]ooes 'lt}~oooo 

....SuolfA!J, 02\pril lf, 1999 
J:OO p.m. 

7h• ~urhAm 02\rmollJ 

Presiding, Elder Gloria McGrae Aghogah 
Pastor, St. John UHC, Greensboro, N.C. 

evv7~c1k.NC£ OJ -5C'~O~U 
Escorted by James E. McKinnon, Jr., (Son) and 

DeAndre Waddell (Grandson) 

\.fosic ...... .. .... ....... .......... ... "Happy Birthday To You" 

.nvocation .. ..... .. .. ....... .. .... Elder David S. Strickland, Sr. 
Pastor, Faith Gospel Tab. UHC 

;;election .. ..... .... ... .. ... ...... .. Ms. Regina Gilchrist 

:n troduction of Speaker ... Elder John M. McKinnon 
Pastor, Guiding Star UHC, 
Drewry,NC 

;;election .. ... ..... ..... ....... ..... Male Chorus 
Faith Gospel Tab UHC 

;;peaker ..... ... ..... ........ ...... . Bishop Jesse Jones, Pastor 
St. John UHC, Zebulon, NC 

~res. , Southern District Convocation UHCA, Inc. 

)election .............. .. ... ... ..... Mrs. Zola McMillion 
Faith Gospel Tab UHC 

rhe Blessing ..... ... ....... ..... Bishop Jesse Jones 

.2>..J~~~ 
(Hosts in charge) ........ , ............................................................................................................. " 

7~..J~e.s 8r ~!i"\1)c2\~~..s 
(Please 3 minutes) 

Mr. R. Kelly Bryant, Sr. 
Durham County Board of Elections 

Mrs. Madie Tucker 
Former NCCU Co-Worker 

Mrs. Bena Mitchell 
Ministers Wives & Widows Association Durham & 

Vicinity 

Selection ...... ... ........ ...... .. Ms. Regina Gilchrist 

Deacon David Moore, Jr. 
East Durham Community 

Mrs. Magnolia P. McMillian , President 
Central SubDistrict Usher's Department 

Elder Robert Hogue, Vice-President 
WNCD Usher's Department 

Deacon Glenard Williams 
Faith Gospel Tabernacle Ul!C 

Selection .. ..... .. .. .. .... ........ Male Chorus 

Poem .... ..... .... ... ....... ... ... . Miss Tiphani Ceres 
Great grand-daughter 

Tribute ...... .... .. ...... ......... Mrs. Cheryl Woodard 
Grand-daughter 

Remarks ........ .. .... ...... ..... Mrs. Pearline Yarborough 
Sister 

Tribute .... .... .......... ..... .... Mrs. Edna M. Lennon 
Daughter 

Other Presentations to Honoree 

Remarks ..... ... .. ..... .. ....... . Honoree 

Closing Song ...... ..... .. ..... "The Storm is Passing Over" 

Benediction .. ........ .... .... .. Bishop Jesse Jones 

The Family of Sarah Frances Jones McKinnon 
express their deepest appreciation for your 
presence and participation in this her special day. 
May God bless each of you. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
MRS. SARAH FRANCIS McKINNON 

Master of Ceremonies 
Sister McKinnon, Honoree, Your Family and Friends 

Good afternoon: 

I could be here representing several groups in our East Durham 
community, but today I have time just for Burton School Precinct 
No.13. 

Artelia and I moved to 618 Bernice Street in May 1951 and Sister 
McKinnon was among the first persons that we met. Here are a few 
others: 

The George and Ellar Ceres 
The William and Thelma Bullocks 
The Doc and Pauline Gaddys 
The Oscar and Edith Williams 
The Herbert and Miner McCoys 
The Leon and Bertha Snipes 
The William 0. and Annie Moore 
The James and Francis McKinnons 
Mrs. Bertha Jones and sons 
And a few others 

Sister McKinnon and her children delivered our Durham Sun. 

Before moving there we lived at 501 St. Joseph Street which was 
behind the old St. Joseph's Church in Hayti and located on the spot 
which is being graded for Phenix Crossing Shopping Center across 
from Heritage Square. In 1950 the first two black voting precinct 
registrars for Durham County were appointed, they were Mrs. Bernice 
H. Ingram (of Dunbar Realty & Insurance Co.) at Person School 
Precinct and I was appointed registrar at the Hillside High School 
Precinct by Lawyer Robinson 0. Everett, Sr. chairman of the Durham 
County Board of Elections. 



When we moved to Bernice Street, I called Lawyer Everett to see if 
a new voting precinct could be set up at Burton School. I was asked 
if I could find 500 voters in the area from East Pettigrew Street to 
Riddle Road and from South Alston Avenue to Ellis Road and if so 
a new precinct could be set up. Voters in that area at that time were 
voting at the Y. E. Smith School on Driver Avenue. I went to the 
registrar's home and copied 720 names from that precinct. (This was 
before McDougald Terrace). This was the beginning of Burton School 
Precinct No. 13. I was appointed registrar and I still am the 
registrar (they call them Chief Judges now). Here are some of those 
who have worked at the precinct as I recall: 

Mrs. Sarah Francis McKinnon 
Mrs. Lillie B. Mcintyre 
Mrs Mary E. Alston 
Mr. John K. McGranaham 
Mrs. Bertha Snipes 
Mrs. Doris Rowland NDigwe 
Mrs. Jennie Pippins 
Mrs. Barbara J. Algood 
Mrs. Alice W. Davis 
Mrs. Dorothy Criss 
Mrs. Wilhelmenia M. Upchurch 
Mr. Malcolm Mangum 
Miss Stephanie Jones 
Mrs. Gladys G. Knox 
Mrs. Linnell C. B. Sims 
And others 

Mrs. Mildred Mangum 
Mr. John W. McClinton 
Mr. Henry R. Edwards 
Mrs. Marina Fischer 
Mrs. Olivia C. Weaver 
Mrs. Francis Watkins 
Mrs. Sara Leathers Cameron 
Mrs. Beatrice Cherry 
Miss Tracey Criss 
Mrs. Fannie Hayes 
Mrs Mary H. Perry 
Mrs. Magdeline B. Thompson 
Mrs. Andrew Bell Cobb 
Mrs. Minerva T. Fields 
Mrs. Vivian P. McLaughlin 

Some of the others associated as precinct workers were: 

Mr. Arthur "Jack" Stanley 
Mr. Willie "Big Wheel" Mitchell 
Mr. John Oliver Harvey 
Mrs. Mary H. Perry 
Mrs. Alice Anderson 
Mr. Ostello Criss 

Mr. Elmo Mangum 
Mrs. Alma Steele 
Mrs. J. 0. Harvey 
Mrs. Celeste Dalrymple 
Mr. Odell Fields 
Many, many others 



During my 40 odd years at Burton School Precinct #13, it is my 
estimate that both Sister McKinnon and Mrs. Lillie B. Mcintyre have 
been with us for approximately 40 years, too. We have been together 
so long we are like family. Sister McKinnon also has a tremendous 
memory of names and she knows a very large number of people, 
especially young people. She has been a tremendous asset to the 
precinct and she served on two occasions as the registrar during 
my absence and she has picked up the supplies for the registrar 
and attended the audit meetings on other occasions. 

Sister McKinnon all of us at Burton School Precinct #13 join in 
congratulating you on your 75th Birthday and wish for you many, 
many more happy birthdays. 

Incidentally, Sister McKinnon's sons and a grandson were scouts 
in Boy Scout Troop 187 at Burton School during one time or other 
during the 37 years I was scoutmaster there. 

I could talk about her community work, her concerns about the 
chemical factory, the people problems in our neighborhood, 
PTA at Burton School, church and Christian work and other. 

SISTER FRANCIS McKINNON, HAPPY BIRTHDAY. 

2?r' ) 
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January 21, 1999 

Mr. R. Kelly Bryant, Jr. 
618 Bernice Street 
Durham, NC 27703 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

It's a Celebration! 

f-zS--1'( 

• 

The children and grandchildren of the Rev. Sarah Frances Jones McKinnon will be 
honoring her on the occasion of her 75th birthday orf Sunday, April 25, 1999 at 3:00 in the -
afternoon at the Durham Civic Center located on Foster Street downtown Durham. 

As a long time co-worker with our mother and grandmother, at the Burton School 
Precinct, we wanted to invite you to give brief remarks (3 minutes) at this momentous occasion. 

Please respond by March 5, 1999 to one of the following persons: 

Elder John M. McKinnon 
237 Obie Drive 
Durham, NC 27713 
Telephone: 544-3873 

Mrs. Ella L McAllister 
2911 Sprucewood Drive 
Durham, NC 27707 
Telephone: 686-0013 

We look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Cordially yours, 

Mrs. Cheryl Woodard 
1324 Bungalow Ave. 

Durham, NC 27703 
Telephone: 598-4183 

~~ '-fe11v· ~~~v/ 
'1;hn M. McKinnon 

P. S. This is not a surprise party, but please do not tell her! 



,_.;_:.-_ ,·: 

: . .. 
' ; . 1 • 

. ~- .... 

.-::-. 

- .. .. 

.... • 

; -- . -.. .._ 

_· " -:-. ":' . 'J -



--- --- - ------ ---- - - -- - - - - -- -- -- --- - ------- - --------- --- -- ---- - --

P'AMILY UNrrs IN EUR'l'ON EtEMElfl'AR! SCEOOL ARE! 

FAMILIES LIVIHG VITIUN THE CITY Lnms .:. EAST OF SOlJrH ALSI'ON AVENUE AND SOU".rH OF 
FAST PETI'IGREW Sf REE!'. 

South Aleton !venU:e (met 8ic« ) 
Ambe:r P.l.e.ce , 
Ea.con St. 
Bernice st. 
Boven st. 
Braswell st. 
Eerbee St. 
Byrd St, 
Cabot st. 
Cott?n ~. 

Et-ic St, 
Fl.eetwod st. 
Glenn st. (East of .Alston Ave) 
Hackney st. .. .. · · -· ···-·· 
Havk st. 
Hay· st. . 
High st. . . 
Lakelend Ave .. (Fon~ Bailey St.) 
Linwod Ave. (F.ast of Als~n Avs.) 
~ddle St. 

Nev St. 
Pettigrew st. (F.aet ot lls:t,on Av~.} 
Plum St. ($0 .. of Pettigrev 
Ridgeway Avenue 
P..osevood St. 
Resevoir st" 
Sima St. 
Scoggins st. 
Smith st·· 
Sovell St. 

Troy st .. 
McDougald Terracs (F~ Units) 

R. Kell;r Bryant, Jr• 
618 . Pernice st. 
Durham, N. C. 9-5397 

~ 11, 19.54 

Total 

68 
$ 

31 
29 
12 
; 

23 * ... 
2 * -

lS 
3 

30 
15 tt 

2 
6 
5 

24 
7 

17 , .. 
:;a 
19 
30 . 
:;3 
22 * 
l , 

11 • 
2; 
21 

19 
247 

-----------




