
Climbing The Hill: A Photo Essay

By D a r i dForn

From afar you can see the 

blue haze of which our Blue 

Ridge Mountains are named. But 

if you look a little closer you can 

see we're lily white.

When was the last time 

you saw an African-American in 

the High Country? It was 

probably on 

television or at a 

collegiate sporting 

event.

But there a 

thriving African- 

American commu

nity here in the 

High Country..

Virginia Interment 

College photogra

phy pro fessorjohn 

Scarlata set out to 

make a visual study 

documenting some 

of the members of 

that community.

Watauga County is small, Scarlata 

found it numbers around 300 

residents. Most families have 

been here since the nineteenth 

century.

Family names include; 

Hagler, Horton, Grimes, Goins, 

Jackson, Whittington, McQueen, 

Folk, Banner, and Moore. The

The black 

population of

addition of new 

residents from 

other North 

Carolina communi

ties has added a 

number of new 

family names.

Many of the 

residents of the 

Watauga black 

community are 

members of the 

Boone Mennonite 

Brethren Church. 

This congregation 

is one of six 

Mennonite 

churches in the 

mountains of 

North Carolina 

which were estab

lished in the 1 920s 

by the Mennonite 

Brethren of 

Hillsboro, Kansas. These 

Mennonite churches are the onlyj
predominately black churches in 

the Mennonite faith.

The photographic images 

and the statements from the 

subjects are part of an ongoing 

project that is supported by a 

Student-Faculty Research Grant
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Marcella Whittington 

Photograph by John Scarloto

from the 

Appalachian 

College 

Association in 

Berea,

Kentucky. The 

photographs 

were taken by 

Scarlata and two 

of his students, 

C.J. Julian and 

Dawn Gibelyou. 

A web page was 

produced by C.J: 

Julian as part of 

his documentary 

photography 

class.(http://w 

ww.vic.edu/pho 

tography/Docu 

mentary/index. 

html).

Scarlata, who

has a B.A. from Brooks Institute of Photography and 

an M.F.A. from the California Institute of the Arts, 

has been on the Virginia Intermont College faculty 

since 1979.
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http://ww.vic.edu/photography/Documentary/dawn 12.html

I'm 71 years old and haven't been in jail but one time in my life...said 

I was drunk, but I wasn't. But you can't out do the law."

-David Horton
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image 4 http://www.vic.edu/photography/Documentary/john4.html

"If I got it (Cancer), I'll die with it. I mean I ain't gonna be cut on and

I ain't gonna take none of that radiation for it, either. I'm just

*
gonna go ahead, go on and die with it."

-James Goins
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