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JAMES F. POST, BUILDER-ARCHITECT: 
THE LEGEND AND THE LEDGER 

by Janet K. Seapker 
James Francis Post ha~ become the father of an,;hitecturL 

Wilmington. N.C. In recent times. th is attribution came from 
numerous books publ ished about the city, and earlier. from his 
obituary and a biography by his son. Thomas R. Post. Despite 
some misinformation contained in these works. Post \\'GS the 
premier mid to late-19th century builder-architect of the city. 
He designed . built and/or supervised some of the most notable 
buildings in the city . Post also worked on more common. util i­
tarian urban buildings. and it is these which tie together the city 
as an architectural unit. He often is credited with building and/or 
designing structures to which he cannot be linked; conversely. 
Post is not given credit fo r buildings which clearly are his. 

Post. a builder-architect. worked for a time when profes­
sionally trained architects were few and far between. Builder­
architect were what their title implies: builders. generally 
carpenters or masons. who had some ability to design and 
<lelineate buildings. They also had the verbal capabil ity to 
desc ribe them in written speci fications. 

POST THE PERSON 

Not a great deal of human history is known about Post. He 
was born in Fairfield. near Caldwell. New Jersey. but the year 
of his birth is in question: his gravestone at Oakdale Cemetery 
shows September 24. 1818. The I 850 census puts his birth date 
in 1820. 1 His death. on July 15. 1899. is uncontested. 2 

Post seems to have been the only member of his fa mily to 
have migrated south .3 He went first to Petersburg, Virginia. 
where he married Mary Ann Russell on October 8. 1843.~ While 
in Petersburg. Mary Ann gave birth to two of thei r sons. 
Erastus. who died in 18585 and in 1846 to Thomas . who lived 
to maturity.1' 

By September 18-+9. Post and his family had arrived in Wil­
mington. 7 Their other son . James F .. Jr.. was horn here. x Ap­
propriately for one engaged in the building trades. Post was a 
Free Mason: he also was an Odd Fellow. 9 

The reasons for Post's migration south are unconfirmed . His 
~on ~uggested it was due to the Wilmington and Weldon Rail road 
and the building boom it spurred .10 That is a thoroughly rea­
~onable hypothesis. since by I 840. Wilmington was the most 
populous1 1 and busiest city in the state. a distinction it retained 
unt il 1910.12 

Despite his Yankee birth . Post joined the Confederate cause. 
On June 18. 1861. Post was appointed 2nd lieutenant in the 
Wilmington Horse Arti llery (originally Bu nting ' s Battery.) Not 
.. reelected . .. on Apri l 27. 1862.13 he returned to civilian life. 
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W. B. McKay House. 402 S . 3rd Street. East elevation as redesigned by Jame, 
F. Post. 1887. One of several elevation, and plans of the house. contained in 
the onl) known , un i, ing , et of architectural drawing, by Pos t. (Courte,~ of 
Henr) Bacon Mc Koy. Greenville. South Carolina .) 

During the war years. he was involved in shipping salt­
that necessary article. 14 He produced salt .. in association with 
Jos. H. Flanner [President of Wil mington Steamship 
Company). 15 general commission merchant . . . in hundreds of 
tons for the people and the troops . .. Also. with Major W. B. 
Campbell of the Confederate States Army. he purchased large 
" quantities of corn. hay and fodder, for general use . " 16 

Builder-architects often were engaged in building for specula­
tion purposes. but such seems not to have been the case with 
Post. A survey of his ownership of property is a confusing 
endeavor. because he only lived on property he owned for a 
short time. In 1856 Post listed for raxes. four town lots on 
Princess Street between 3rd and 4th streets . a portion of which 
he mortgaged for $400 to Mauger London that same year and 
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MEETING 

Date: Sunday, May 24 . 1987 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Place: Tncorporators· Garden , Latimer House 

Proiram: Dedication of the Latimer House Garden 
in honor of its Incorporators - Hargrove 
Bellamy. Henry J . MacMillan. and Ida 
B. Kellam. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The year 1986-87 has been a time of new beginnings for the 
Lower Cape Fear Historical Society. The first year of the five­
year long range plan for the Society was completed. Some of 
the th ings accomplished were: air conditioning more areas of 
the house, up-grading the electrical system. making inventories 
and documenting artifacts in the Latimer House, establishing 
a Grants Conm1ittee. There were other plans which were com­
pleted. but the list is too long to mention them all . 

Other fi rsts not included in our long range plans were: 
l. The Walk and Talk Tour led by JoAnne Jarrett every 

Wednesday began in the spring and continued throughout 
the summer and fal l. 

2 . For the Record, the newsletter edi ted by Bronwyn Morgan 
was published several times dur ing the year. 

3. The docent program put together by Betty Boney to increase 
the knowledge of the docents about the Latimer House and 
the Historic District , and for the first time the docents wore 
cosrumes that were researched and designed by Martha Jeter. 

4 . The documentation of the Latimer family and the Latimer 
House done by Henry MacMillan and Becky Carey. 

5. The party given by the Oliver Hutaffs for the Schweitzer Ar­
tistry Award winners was held in our lovely garden. 

6. The Society and the N .C. Poetry Society presented a 
delightful evening of poetry. 
The above are some of our new beginnings, but we continued 

our usual activities such as improving ou r archives. improving 
the garden. presenting another successful Candlelight Tour and 
Wassail Bowl. publishing the Bulletin , participating in the In­
side Old Wi lmington Tour and increasing our membership. 

In my opinion. we have had a very successfu l and reward­
ing year due to our hard working chai rmen. board members. 
executive director and members. You all have contributed im­
mensely to making the Lower Cape Fear Historical Society a 
viable part of our community and I thank you for the privilege 
of being your president. 

Sincerely. 

Jean Anne Sutton 

GIFTS TO THE IDA B. KELLAM 
MEMORIAL ARCHIVES 

n,e Soriety gratefully ark11011-/edges the follo ll'ing gifts: 

Ruth Savage Walker 
Office swivel chai r. 

Leslie N. Boney. Jr . 
Eight color photographs showing restoration work of the 
Hathaway-Boney House, 120 S . 5th Avenue: article on 
Henry Boney announcing that he won the 1987 Tucker Archi­
tectural Award for the Lincoln Memorial: ~peech given by 
Mr. Boney when accepting. the award on behal f of the la te 
Henry Bacon. 

Henry Bacon McKoy 
Photocopies of drawings of McKay home . 402 S. Third 
Street hy J . K. Vaughn (1886) and Jame~ F. Po~t (1887) : 
also. drawings by Henry Bacon that were ~ubmitted to the 
McKoy l"amily hut rejected: also. a drawing by Henry Bacon 
for a competi tion sponsored by the American Architect and 
Drawing News. 1886. 

(Cont 'd OIi Pax(' J ) 



GIFTS (Cont'd from Page 2) 

John Debnam 
Xerox copy of " The Confederate Veteran , '· Vol. IX, No. 
11 . November 190 I . This issue covers the UDC Conven­
tion held in Wilmington in 190 I, and includes a speech given 
by Wilmington Mayor Col. Alfred Moore Waddell. 

Merle J . Chamberlain 
" Dandong , China," ca. 1985 . This publication describes 
Wilmington 's "Sister City.·· 

Jewel Spangler Smaus 
Stereoscope card by C. W. Yates and A. Orr that shows Cor­
nelius Harnett's home '·Maynard" that was later known as 
" Hilton" in honor of the Hill family. who purchased the 
property. " Hilton " was also the home of Dr. James Fergus 
McRee . 

Mrs. Charles P. Graham 
(From the files of Edith Graham Toms): "Historical Sketch 
o f the Oakdale Cemetery,'' with the charter. by-laws and 
rules governing the grounds generally. 191 l. 

Mrs. Randolph Cary 
Video tape of interview of H enry J . MacMillan by Diane 
C. Cashman. In this tape Mr. MacMillan describes fur­
nishings of the Latimer House as well as many recollections 
of its history. and personalities and lifestyles of its 
inhabitants. 

The Archil·es welcomes gifts perrinem to rhe history of rhe Lower 
Cape Fear. Library rable chairs and office furniture could also 
be ptll ro good use m rhis rime. 

JAMES F. POST (Cont'd from Page 1) 

lost in 1859. 17 He owned property. generally for a short time. 
in rural areas or at the edge of the city limits. ts 

From at least 1865 until his death, he maintained an office 
on Princess between 2nd and 3rd (2 10,211,212 or 214 de­
pending on the numbering system in vogue) and residences on 
property he did not own: Princess Street between 4th and 5th 
and Chestnut Street between 4th and 5th. From 1885 until the 
time of his death. he lived with his son . James. at 112 North 
7th Stree1. t 9 

While the official records raise more questions than they 
answer about Post's property ownership. it seems clear that his 
career had not led to building speculation as had the careers 
of other builders-architects of his era. 

Post's self-image, evidenced in the words he used to describe 
himself. is som;what erratic. He identified himself as a 
"carpenter .. in 1850 and ten years later. as an " architect. " 20 

In the 1860s. Post called himself a "contractor-builder .. and 
"builder-carpenter. .. From the 1870s on , he most often used 
the title "architect. .. but occasionally "contractor" and less 
frequently. · ·carpenter" or "builder. .. 2 1 The fluid nature of 
Post'~ self-described identity. underscores the developing nature 
of the architectural profession in the 19th century . 

James F . Post died on July 15. 1899 at the home of his son. 
James F. Post. J r. He was survived by his brother and sister 
who resided in New Jersey and his wife Mary Ann and two 
sons. James and Thomas R .. both of whom were employed by 
the Atlant ic Coast Line Rail Road Company. the successor of 
the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad.22 Unfortu nately for 
hi~torical purposes. he left no will. and no estate papers were 
found in the 1.C. Archives. 

He was buried at Oakdale Cemetery following services con­
duc ted by the ministers of Grace Methodist Episcopal Church 
and St. Andrews' Presbyterian Church.23 
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POST'S WORK AS REVEALED BY THE LEDGERS 
Many traditions exist in the Post family which are un­

documented and undocumentable-that " he went to New York 
when a youth, and studied a rchitecture for five years," and that 
·'he came from a family of architects,'' among them Mr. George 
B. Post. It also is claimed that he " designed the first residence 
in New York built by John Jacob Astor. " 24 To date, none of 
these claims can be substantiated . 

Post's early work is known and documented chiefly through 
a ledger (which begins in January 1847 in Petersburg, VA), 
a day book and another record which primarily contains cost 
estimates (hereinafter communally referred to as ledgers). These 
are in the James F . Post Collection of the Ida B. Kellam Ar­
chives. housed in the Latimer House, headquarters of the Lower 
Cape Fear Historical Society. 25 The ledgers are the most im­
portant primary source of information about Post's work (or 
for that matter, any 19th century Wilmington architect's work,) 
but also. they shed light on the sorts of projects with which 
mid-19th century builder-architects occupied themselves and to 
some degree. how they operated in the communi ty. 

By 1850, with in a year o f his arrival in Wilmington, Post 
was working for leading families such as the deRossets and the 
Wrights , and for the Town of W ilmington. In his fi rst decade 
in Wilmington, though, the bulk of his ledger entries list repairs 
to private and public buildings, wells, and other mundane 
improvements. 

Post' s skills as an architect and a builder were recognized 
and utilized early in his Wilmington career. In 1850 he ac­
complished his first complete construction project, designs, 
specifications and constmction of a building for L. A. Hart. 
For the design and specifications, Post was paid $10 and for 
the construction, $700. 26 

Other building projects included: "building house·· for 
C. C. Rhodes (1850 for $230); · ·building house as per contract' ' 
for Eliza Lord (1850 for $ 1,498); "contract building house· ' 
for Henry Nutt (1850 for $1 ,400); " building Carriage House 
and repairing fence and livery stable for S. P . Polley" (1852 
for $200) : "contract for carpente rs work of building house" 
for Bennet Flanner (1852 for $ 1,595): · 'building Ingin [sic] 
House' · for the Commissioners of Wilmington (1853 for $417); 

(Com 'd 011 Page 4) 
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POST (Cont'd from Paf!,e 3) 
'·building House ·· for John A. Parker (1854 for $800): 
"building Privy· · and "contract building ware House" [sic) 

for George Myers (1854 for $23.30 and $450. respectively); 
"contract building House· · for Mager [sic] London (1854 for 
[amount obliterated)); "contract building House .. for Jacob 
Wessell ([Wessell Hathaway House) 1854, amount not legible) ; 
· ·contract for building House" for David Smith ( 1855 for 
$1.000); "building House·· for Hustin of Hustin and Costin 
(1853 for $350); " Contract of building Cotton Platform for 
Wilmington & Manchester R R Company (1856 for $711) ; 
"Contract of Building steeple· · for the M & E [sic] Church 
(Front Street Methodist) (1859[?] for $1,000); "Plans for House 
with Specifications ·· and " superintending the construction of 
Dwelling .. for Joshua G. Wright (185 8 $ I 00 and $7 50); " Plans 
and Specifications" and " Commission (on] $2 1,000" for Dr. 
John D. Bellamy ( 1859-1860 fw $100 and $1 ,050, respective­
ly). A note at the end of the Bellamy entry states " To amount 
agreed upon as being due in June 1866 ," apparently Post's bill 
was not settled until afte r the war. 27 

Then as today. very few building craftsmen did everything­
each has a specialty. Post fits perfectly into that mold. He 
became involved as the carpentry subcontractor to at least three 
brick masons: Robert Barclay and John Coffin Wood, and 
Joseph L. Keen. 

An entry in his ledger in 1853 notes that Post made a cir­
cular brick mold for J. L. Keen. Post subcontracted with Mr. 
Keen until 1856; unfortunately, none of the buildings resulting 
from the collaboration are known to be standing. (The possible 
exception is City Hall-Thalian Hall on which Keen is said to 
have worked. )28 

On the other hand. Post 's association with the Wood brothers 
produced several notable buildings, three documented surviving 
domestic examples being the D. K. MacRae House ( 1851-1852), 
108 South 3rd Street; the Zebulon Latimer House (1852), 126 
South 3rd Street; and the Edward Savage House (1852- 1853). 
120 South 3rd Street. 29 In the case of the Savage House, Post 
subcontracted with the Wood brothers for the carpentry work, 
but was engaged separately by the owner to do additional 
carpentry . 30 

The Wood brothers and Post collaborated on building the jail 
designed by R. B . Wood in 1854,3 1 and on the pre-Civil War 
public piece de resistance-City HalJ-Thalian Hall ( 1855-1858). 
The cast of characters involved in designing and building C ity 
Hall-Thalian Hall. was an assemblage of the best architectural 
practitioners of Wilmington . Post served as supervising 
architect ,32 the Wood Brothers as the brick masons , Robert B. 
Wood as the designer of City Hal l, and George W. Rose as 
the contractor. 33 The architect , at least for the theater, was the 
premier theater designer of his day. J . M . Trimble of New York. 

The contract called for Post to "furnish all the working 
plans necesssary for the due execution of the work . and fairly 
and impartially estimate the value of work, and the materia ls 
furnished .. . inspect the materials employed in said work 
and rej ect such as in his judgment he may deem unfit to be 
used ..... 3" Supervising the construction of City Hall-Thalian 
Hall must have been an all-consuming task: during the three 
years Post was engaged in the construct ion of City Hall-Thalian 
Hall. he undertook virtually no other projects. Post general ly 
worked ~ix days a week and for his services received $4 per 
<lay: he collected a total of $3.500. 35 Since there was no limit 
on the amou nt Post could collect. the commissioners obviously 
trusted his integrity to perfo rm his duties in a timely fashion. 

Flush wi th the success of City Hall -Thalian Ha ll . Post ac­
quired the private c lient of his career: Dr. John D . Bel lamy . 
Post provided the plan~ and speci fications for the Bellamy Man-
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sion. although , he may not have been the concept designer. 36 

Bellamy fam ily trad ition attributes the house design to Rufus 
Bunnell, a Vermont architect. Possibly , Bunnell provided a 
sketch which Post translated a rcbitecturally into the magnifi­
cent building which still stands. The Bellamy Mansion is unique 
in the city; it looks like it would be most comfortable in Nat­
chez , Mississippi. But it shares with another building for which 
Post was supervising architect. City Hall-Thalian Hall , a number 
of features: the colossal order columns , the paired round-arch 
topped windows and an e laborate modillion cornice. These 
elements. conunon to both buildings, suggest the likelihood that 
Post was the responsible party for the appearance of the Bellamy 
Mansion. especially since Post was a common tie in both 
buildings. 

Post was employed by the Confede rate States of America dur­
ing 1863 and 1864 to build and repair many buildings for the 
South em cause , at Fort Fisher, Fort Anderson and elsewhere . 37 

The Wilmington and Weldon Rai lroad employed Post to build 
warehouses at Dudley's, Mt. Olive. Leesburg , Warsaw, Rocky 
Point , and Whitakers and a passenger house at Wilson. 38 He 
also built offices and a rail shop in 1864 for the Wilmington 
and Manchester Ra ilroad Company . 39 

Following the war. Post again engaged in superintending 
major public buildings, specifically the United States Court 
House and Post Office and the New Hanover County Court­
house , designed by A. S. Eichberg. He continued designing and 
constructing buildings for public and private clienL'i , among them 
St. Thomas Catholic Church. which in 1884 . he enlarged ;40 

Oakdale Cemetery Lodge ( 1896): 41 and Alfred Martin's house 
(Mart in Huggins House) for which he drew the plans and 
specifications and supervised the construction (1870). 42 

Drawings for only two Post build ings are known to survive. 
A wash rendering for the Masonic Temple.43 proposed in 1899. 
is strangely sim ilar, especially in the use of paired round­
arch headed windows , to that proposed by architect Charles 
McMillen, whose design was se lected. 

Also surviving are Post' s plans for the William B. McKoy 
House. an adjustment of " Gui Bono's " plans published in the 
October 1886 issue of Cwpentry and Building. The cir­
cumstances of the latter provide insight about the va lue of che 
local builder-a rchitect. McKoy ·s brother-in-law was the then­
budding architect. Henry Bacon. When W. B . McKoy decided 
to build his house, Bacon. a young apprentice, sent numerous 
proposals for the dwelling. all of which were rejected by 
Mc Koy. In September 1886. instead of selecting a Bacon design. 
McKoy acquired plans from J. K. Vaughn , a heretofore unheard 
of Wilmington architect. with which he did nothing. Apparently. 
he liked beuer the "Gui Bono .. plans and hired Post to revise 
them in accordance with his tastes and the siting of the lot. Post's 
revis ions involved some interior rearrangements and locating 
a bay window on the south s ide .44 

It is tempting to attribute all woodwork on a mid-19th cen­
tu ry Wilmington building to the handiwork o f the builder­
arch itect. Such was not always the case . Post both made brackets 
(of which Wilm ington has an abundance) and ordered them. 
In 1852 he ordered fi ve iron columns from Heins & Co. of 
Phila<lelphia: in 1854 he or<lcre<l from Smith and Crane. col­
umns. capitals and brackets. In 1865. 1869 and 1870 he ordered 
materials from Wm . H. Je nk ins o f cw York. Although un­
speci fied. the 1870 order was designated for A. Martin' s House. 
-1- 12 Market Street. Alfred M. Waddell. L. Volle rs and 17 
Market Street. 45 W ithout benefit of Interstate 40. we are tempted 
to think of Wil mington as a beaut ifu l backwater community . 
isolatc<l from the rest of the world: however . in the 19th cen­
tury major metropolitan cities we re qu ite access ible via ship or 
rail. Ordering bu ild ing parts from New York or Phi la<le lphia 



may well have been cheaper and easier than creating them in 
Wilmington. 

Many mid-19th century builder-architects owned slaves; 
howeve r, no evidence of slave ownership exis ts for Post. That 
he didn "t own slaves apparently did not prevent him from e n­
gaging them into his crew. Some were hired from other con­
tractors who probably signed them on for a specified period 
of time, and when they did not need their services, leased them 
to Post. 46 This is not unusual in the majof cities of North 
Carolina. Urban slaves often were skilled craftsmen, available 
to work fo r their owners or to be hired to those willing to pay 
for thei r skills . 

Post ofte n accepted goods and services in lieu of cash as pay­
ment for his work. He accepted building ma•erials, workmen , 
o ffice space , family clothing and schooling - basic goods and 
se rvices - for debts owed to him.47 

The mark of the professional -nrchitect-charging a percen­
tage of the construction cost as his profit - does not occur in 
the Post ledgers until 1859; that year he superintended the con­
struction of the Bellamy Mansion for a 20% fee. Subsequently, 
his percentage was 5 % of the construction cost, as in 1860 when 
he billed 0 . G . Parsley for "'Supe rintending the Erection of 
Stores on North Water Street'" and ; 'the Erection of house on 
3rd Street.· ' 48 

Post, from all evidence, a humble man , has been under­
credi ted and over-credited by others with building and design­
ing projects , despite the survival of his carefully-kept records. 
The designs of Wilmington's F irs t Presbyte rian Church , St. 
John's Episcopal Church , all public schools buildings in Wil­
mingto n have been ascribed to Post. 49 The First Presbyterian 
Church. which stood at the time of Post 's death , was the crea­
tion of a rchitect Samual Sloan of Philadelphia .50 St. John ·s was 
c redited to Wills and Dudley of New York .51 Post was involved 
with building Union School (1 889) and Willison School Annex 
( 1895), but the bui lder-architects of the other school buildings, 
save for architect John A . Fox of Boston who designed Tileston 
School (l 870) . 52 are unknown . 

Other incorrect attributions are contained in Post 's biography 
written by his son. Thomas. He credits his father with the design 
and e rection of the John A. Taylor House, (documented to Ben­
j amin Gardner) .53 the design of St. Paul's [Lutheran] Church 
(documented to L. Vo lle rs ,5 4 although , Post had the post-war 
constructio n contract and superv ised that era of that construc­
tion).55 and the Wilmington and Manchester Railroad Company 
station in Flo rence. South Carol ina ( I 867), and completion of 
the Fi rs t Bapt ist C hurch : neithe r o f which are attributable to 
Post. 

Even in rece nt examinations o f the Post ledgers. assumptions 
have been made about the entries. Several pages of estimates 
have bee n claimed as the authority for attributing design, when 
none can be proven . Some have been documented to o the rs 
and some remain anonymous. specifically, the Henry Latimer 
House. 202. S. 3 rd Street. (1 882); the Edward Latimer House. 
280 S. 3rd Street. ( 1882): the 198 1 remodeling of the He ide­
Bridgers House , 308 S. 3 rd Street : Conoley-Hanby-Sidbury 
House . 15 N. 5th Avenue (1 852): Bowden House, 5 14 Princess 
Street ( 1859): and the walks in Hebrew Burial Ground in 
Oakdale Cemetery ( 1894). 56 Often Post' s role has been misinter­
preted . It is tempting to assume that a known cra ftsmen was 
the architect of a bu ilding. when in fact. he may only have been 
carrying out the p lans of anothe r or that he was the principal 
cont racto r when he was the carpentry sub-contractor. This has 
been Post's fate more than once. 

James F . Post is one of the few builder-architects who came 
to Wilmington in the boom era of the mid- 19th century and 
stayed - unti l his death . With the Wood brothers. Robert 
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Barclay and John Coffin , he gave the port c ity its distinctive 
Ita lianate architectural character. His diligent. stable nature pro­
vided a paternal qua lity of involvement in the deve lopment of 
his adopted c ity and earned Post the appellation the father of 
architecture. 

(See Footnotes, Page 7) 

ew Hanover County Courthouse under construction, ca . 1892: Post served 
as supervising architect for the project. While it is d ifficult to see. one of the 
two men standing in the entrance . may be Post; if so. it is the only known 
photograph of James F. Post. (Photograph counesy. Lower Cape Fear Historical 
Society .) 

' 'The natts are ve,y troublesom 
here. They bite very much and swell 
where they bite. They call them 
here, 'Muskeeters. "' 

From a letter written in May 1758 by 
John Eedes. a visitor to Wilmington, to 
his brother in Sussex. England. 
(North Carolina Room , New Ha1101-er 
County Public Libra,)') 



Po,t·, rendering or hi, 1899 ,k,ign f'nr the :-.1 :1,0111, Temple on F-ront Street. Charle, :-k.\1 ille11·, pr.1p("al '"'' 
d10,cn . hut i, ruriou,I ~ ,nnilar lO Po,t·,. CPh(1tograph ,,,unc,~. L,mcr Cape Fear Hi,1nrk.1I Sorict~ .\ rrh11c,.) 
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FOOTNOTES 
1 Seventh Census. 1850: New Hanover County . Population Schedule. 425 . 

hereinafter cited as I 850 census. 
2 7he Wilmington Messenger. July 16. 1899: hereinafter cited a~ Messenger. 
' !hid. 
" Hustings Coun. Petersburg, VA. Marriage Lit:ense. October 7. 18-13 and 

(Petersburg. VA) Republican. October JO. 1843. 
' 1850 census and (Petersburg. VA) Dail_,. Etpress, July 17. 1858. 
• I 850 census and Eighth Census. I 860: ·ew Hanover County. Popula­

tion Schedule. 136: hereinafter cited as 1860 ccns11s . 
7 James F. Post Ledgers. Ida B. Kellam Archives, Lower Cape Fear 

Historical Society. Wilmington, NC: hereinafter cited as Ledgers. The 
first 56 pages of the ledger record Pos t's work in Petersburg. VA . The 
first Wilmington entry. on page 57. is the account of S. P. Polley. Ledger 
pages sometimes are unnumbered o r the numbered corners are missing; 
therefore. some references to the ledgers are not identified to a specific 
page . 

8 1850 and 1860 census. 
• Messenger. July I 6. 1899; Thomas R. Post. "The Architect . .. unpubli~hcd 

typescript memoir. Avery Archi4ectural Library. Columbia Universiry. 
New York; hereinafter cited as"The Architect. .. 

10 "The Architect. .. 5. 
11 Guion Griffis Johnson. A111e-Bellum North Carolina (Chapel Hill : Univer­

sity of North Carolina Press . 1937) 117. 
" R. D. W. Connor. A Manual uf North Cam/ina (Raleigh : Edward, and 

Broughton Printing Company. 1915) 230 and 236. 
' 3 Louis H. Manarin. compiler. North Carolina Troops 1861-1865. A Roster. 

Vol. l. Artiller.· (Raleigh: State Depanment of Archive, and History. 
1966) 175. 

" Ledgers. account of Roben Dickinson. Darlington. SC, 1863. np: ac­
count of James Lirtlc & Co .. Perersburg. VA. 1864. 155; Isabel M. 
Williams and Leora H. McEachern. Salr-17iat Necessan· Anicle (Wilm-
ington: 1973). 92; hereinafter cited as Salt. · 

is Salt. 172. 
1• " The Architect. .. 7. 
17 New Hanover Counry Tax List. 1856. and New Hanover County deeds. 

Deed Book 00. 90 and Deed Book PP. 727. 
" New Hanover County Deed Books: SS. 127. October 7. 1863; SS. 110. 

November 19. 1863; SS. 112. December 16. 1863; VV. 456. April 14. 
1868: VV. 575. June 11. 1868: YY. 270. October ? . 1869; YYY. 389. 
December JO. 1886: I I . 142. December I. 1892: 11. 78 1. June 3. 1893: 
I I. 782. June 3. 1893: 16. 247 . March 26. 1895; 22 . 168. December 
8. 1897. 

19 Frank D. Shaw. Jr.. Wilmington Directon ·. . for 1865-66 (Wilmington: 
P. Heinsberger. 1865) 63 and 100: William H. Bernard. Bernard 's Wi/­
ingron and Fayeue,·ille Director.·. 1866- '7 (Wilmington: Bernard 's 
Priming and Publishing House. 1866) 90; Frank D. Smaw. Jr .. Smaw·s 
Wilmington Direcwr.· . . . (Wilmington. Frank D. Smaw. Jr .. ca. 1866) 
125 and 165: T. M. Haddock. Haddock's Wilming1011. N. C. Director.· 
(Wilmington: P. Hemsberger, 187 I) 188; Benj. R. Sheriff. Sheriff & Co. ·s 
Wilmington. N. C. Directory and General Ad,·eniser for 1875-6 (Wil­
mington: Benj. R. Sheriff. 1875) I 18 and 156 lists hi, residence and of­
fice on 4rh Street between Red Cross and Campbell. probably a mistake 
si nce his son is also listed there); R. Sheriff. Sheriff's Wilming1011 . 
N. C. Direcron· and General Advertiser for 1877-8 (Wilrnington: Benj . 
R. Sheriff. 1877) 130 and 169; William H. Boyd. Boyd's Wilmingto 11 , 
N. C. Direcron· and Genual Atfrertiser /81 -82. (Wilmington: P . Heins· 
berger. 1881) 167 and 120. lists his residence a, "Chestnut nea r 5th" ; 
Richards & Co .. Director,· of the Cir:r of Wilmington. North Carolina. 
(Raleigh: Edwards. Broughton & Co .. 1883) 102 and 141 ; A Direcron· 
of rhe Cin of Wi/mi11gw11. N. C. . for 1885 . .. (Wilmington: DeRoss~t 
& Meares, 1885) 104; Director.· of the Cir_,. of Wilmingto11. Nonh Caroli11a. 
1889 (Wilmington: Jul ius A. Bonitz. 1889) 114 and 156: Direcron · and 
Ge11eral Adre:riser of the Cir:r of Wilmi11gtcm.jor 1894- ·95 (Wilmi ~gton: 
W. H. Gerken & Co .. 1894) 114. 158 and 165; hereinafrcr cited as Citv 
Director) and the date of 1he respective publication. · 

,o I 850 and 1860 census. 
" Ninth census. 1870: New Hanover County. Population Schedule. 15; C it) 

Direc1orics: 1865. JOO: 1866. 90: t"a. 1866. 125 and 165: 187 1. 188: 
1875. 156: 1877. 130 and 169: 1881. 120 and 167: 1883.1 -11: 1885. 
104; 1889. 156 and 162: 189-1. 158 and 165. 

.. Me.uenfier. July 16. 1899. 
" !hid. 
" !hid. and "The Architcc1. .. 1-3. 
" The records were trarn,fcrred from the estate of granddaughter,. Julia Pehl 

and Mal) P1)SI James. ro the historical soc1~ty through Virginia Jenne­
"ein. who dispo,cd of the e;1a1e. Pon ions of the ledg~rs were adapted 
a, ,crapbooks by succe,si\e generations who pa,ted comic, over man) 
pages. The Document Restoration Lab of the Division of Arch ives and 
History treated the pages and removed the comic,. Historian Tony Wrenn 
wa, the ii rst researcher to delve into the ledgers. The author insti2atcd 
the rc-iorati,in nf the ledge" and later made a ~1ore in-depth investig;tion. 
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16 Ledgers. 57. 
21 Ibid. 63. 64. np. 86. np. np. 110. np. l J l. 111. 121. 123. 140, 146. 

149 . 150. 
'" George P. Rawick. Editor. Tlze American Sta ,·e: A Composite 

Awobiography, Vol. 15, North Carolina Narratil"es. Pan 2 (Wesrpon: 
Greenwood Publishing Company. 1941) 2. 

~q Ledgers. 82. 85. 97 and np. 
JO /hid .. np. 
" 7he Tri-Weekly Commercial, March 16. 1854. 
" Agreement between Comrns . of the Town and James F. Post. November 

I , 1855. Ida B. Kellam Archives, Lower Cape Fear Historical Society. 
Wilmington. NC: hereinafter cited as Agreement. 

" Minutes of the (Wilmington) Town Commissioners. Ciry of Wilmington. 
City Clerk ·s Office. 1847-1855. 215; and elevation signed by R. B. Wood. 
removed from cornerstone of City Hall-Thalian Hall , Wilmington City 
Clerk ·s Office. 

' ' Agreement. 
" Ledgers. np. 
36 Ibid., 150. 
31 Ibid., I 5J . 
18 Ibid . . 154. 
19 Ibid. . 156. 
•o St. Thomas Church Records, St. Mary Church Archive, np . 
" Messenger. April 24. 1986. 
~ ~ Ledgers. np. 
• 3 Lower Cape Fear Historical Society Archives. 
"' Collection of Henry Bacon McKoy . Greenville. SC. 
•> Ledgers. Vol. 11. 24 and 26; Ledgers, 163 and np. 
' 6 Post ·s ledgers identify his slave workers by their own first names and 

the last names of their owners: Gerry Bishop. John Bryant, D. Collins. 
Bob Connor. Dave Cowin, Joe DeRosset. Cornelius Flanner, John Flan­
ner. Don Hall , Dick Hall , Torn Hill. E . D. Jones, Henry Jones, Daniel 
King, Dave London. George London. John London, Ned Schonwald , Bob 
Stately. Henry Swan, W. E. Wrigh1. Ledgers, Vol. II. 5. 6, 8. 9 , 25 , 
33. 35. 40. 41. 42. 43. 45. 49 , 52. 73. 74. 

' 7 Ledgers, bricks from S. R. Ford, 59; labor from a slave of Dr. Thomas 
H. Wright, 62 ; merchandise [sic] from G. M. Robinson, 65 ; painting 

utt 's. Mrs. Fulron·s and W. A. Wilkin 's houses from J. A. Parker, 66; 
boarding horse and horseshoes from ?. H. Grant. np; brickwork and 
plastering from Joseph L. Keen, np; hire of hands and by note from Mager 
[sic) London. 11 1; schooling for Erastus and Thomas from L. Megin­
ney. 112; rem of shop from Henry Nutt. I 24; pressed bricks and lumber 
from Dr. John D. Bellamy. 150. 

•• Ledgers. 150 and 162. 
•• Messenger. July 16. 1899. 
' 0 Memorial ofrhe First Presbyterian Church , Wilmington, N. C. , Se,•enry ­

Fifth Anniversary. 1817-1889. (Richmond: Whittet & Shepperson, 1893) 
16. 

" Research ftles of John Gerdes. 
" Tileston School Plaque File. Historic Wilmington Foundation. Inc. 
53 Mills Lane. Architecture of the Old South: Nonh Carolina. (Savannah: 

The Beehive Press. 1985) 189. 
" St. Paul's Lutheran Church Records. 1859, as noted in Tony P . Wrenn 

and Wm. Edmund Barrett. Wilmington , North Carolina: An irchirecr11ral 
and Historical Portrait (Charlottesville: The Junior League of Wilmington 
by the University of Virginia Press. 1984) 2 I 7; hereinafter cited as Wrenn. 

" Ledgers. np . 
' 6 Wrenn. 97. 98. 103. 132, 191 799 

Janet K. Seapker. Director of New Hanover County Museum of the Lower 
Cape Fear since I 978, was formerly an architectural historian and administrator 
with the Department of Cultural Resources. Division of Archives and History. 
Historit" Preservation Section. She holds a Master of Ans Degree in Museum 
Administration from the Cooperstown Graduate Program. State University of 
New York. Oneonta. and a Bachelors degree in History from the University 
of Pittsburgh. She has extensive field survey and research experience in Eastern 
North Carolina historic architecture. and in 1974 co-authored with Catherine 
Bishir. the nomination of the Wilmington Historic District to the National 
Register of Historic Places. She specializes in the historic architecture of 
W il ming1on. 

This article is derived from research compiled for a biography on James F . 
Post wrinen for a forthcoming book. " Architect, and Builders of North Carolina: 
A His1ory of the Prac1ice of Building. 1680- 1980 ... directed by Catherine W. 
Bish,r. Dr. Charlotte V. Brown, and Dr. Carl R. Loundshury to be published 
by Universit)' of onh Carolina Press. The buildings noted are by no means 
an .:,haustive list of Post-associated design/construction project,. The author 
acknowledges newspaper investigation undenaken by William Reaves. as a pan 
of the project research; deed research by Edward F. Turberg; assistance of 
Beverly Tenenon. Librarian of the Nonh Carolina Room. New Hanover Count, 
Public Libra[)·: and research by Jon H. Gerdes. Jr. · 
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