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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The Lower Cape Fear has a grea t historical heritage 
which, together with Wilmington 's location along navigable 
rive rs, sounds, and the Atlantic Ocean, provide incomparable 
assets. 

Area Development 

Today, more and mor e people are becoming interested 
in areas of hi storic significance. Increased leisure t ime, 
earlier retirement, and a variety of other factors are inclin­
ing Americans toward more travel. Naturally they are 
drawn to locales which have sought t o preserve indigenou s 
culture. The older the communit y, the greater is its attrac­
t ion for the touring, hi story-conscious public. If an area has 
a past steeped in vigor ous history, if its attractions are well 
maintained and used, if they are properly documented and 
publicized, then there is no estimable limit to the drawing 
power of that area. 

From an economic p oint of view, if not solely from an 
interest in history, business men and women of t his r egion 
must be aroused to its potential. Tourism is said to be Nor t h 
Carolina's third largest industry. With our local wealth of 
history, more people should be encouraged t o vis it the Lower 
Cape F ear . Obviously, this will be r eflected to our economit! 
advantage. 

Dul'ing the past yea r strides have been made in t his 
direction. 

Ristoric S ites 

Firsl of all, t he Historic S ites Committee has collected 
data on a number of old and imp ortant buildings in Wil­
mington which w ere built prior to 1890. These are being 
catalogued, and in due t ime it is hoped t hey can be properly 
evaluated and r ecorded. 

Planning 

Secondly, the City of Wilmington's Pla nning Commission 
has a Land Use Study in process and the plannel's have 
asked for a list of all points of historic o t· architectural im­
portance. T his information is being provided by you r Society 
and the Wilmington Council of Archi tects. The p lanner s re­
cognize t he value of these buildings to our City's future and 
wish to have them assessed so tha t t hey may be preserved , 
at t he same time a ssuring t he ci t y of an orde rl y growth and 
development. 

Tours 

Thi rdl y, plan:; an, nearing completion for hi storic: t ours 
of the t own and county to be conducted on Sa tu rday, May 13, 
1961. Mrs. Robert W. Williams, Presiden t of the Junior 
League of Wilmington, and Mrs. H enry B. Rehder appea r ed 
before the Board of Direc tors and volunteered to join with 
our T our Commit tee Chairman, H enry J . MacMillan, in the 
planning and conducting of the tours . Chairman of the 
Junior Leag ue group is Mrs. E ugene B. Hardin , Jr. This 
event will be the first of its kind in recent yea rs, and will 

include a morning walking tour to points of in terest in t he 
city and a moto r t our in t he afternoon. This method of 
promoting historical knowledge could become a scheduled 
annual event, or it could provide t he impetus fo r year-round 
visits on an unscheduled basis . We are indebted t o members 
of t he Junior League fo r their interes t and support in t his 
work. 

New H istory 

New history is being brought to us . The U . S. S. N ORTH 
CAROLINA, one of th e great fighting ships of W orld Wa r 
II, originally destined t o be scrapped, will be towed t o a 
berth in the Cape Fear River, a s it e selected by t he State 
Battleship Commission. This site will become another attrac­
tion for thousands of visitor s to our city. We have advised 
t he Commission t hat t he U. S . S. NORTH CAROLINA will 
be valued a s a new histor ic shrine by his tory lover s t hrough­
out t he state, and tha t the Cape F ear River with its color fu l 
n aval history is an a ppropriate loca t ion. 

Old Brunswick - Fort F is he r 

The Old Bruns wick project is cont inuing to develop in a 
promising manner. P'roof of its cont ribution a s an attra ction 
t o the Lowe,· Cape Fear is the steadily-increas ing number of 
s igh t~eers it draws . F ort Fisher is a lso t he scene of activity, 
w it h p r eparations for building a pavilion a s a f orerunner 
to more extensive work pr io t· to the 1965 celebration . 

Centennia l 

The first Nor t h Car olina observance of the Civil War 
Centennia l was held in Wilmington on February 1st, when a 
100-year-old flag w as returned to t he city by Mr. William 
King Covell of Newport, R. I. Details of the even t were re­
por ted in t he F ebr uary issue of the Bullet in. 

Notice has been t aken of the Centennial by a number of 
organizations in theiT programs. The 1961 Azalea F estival 
used the Cen tennia l a s its t heme, and carried it out in costum ­
ing and in window displays. 

In observing- t he Centennial we honor with g ra titude 
those mer. and women who fo ught for t heix p,·inci ples. Al­
though the effects of the Civil W a r w ere t ragic for t he South. 
we now rea lize that our str engt h lies in the uni ty of all the 
states. 

Cun cl us ion 

1 believe t hat the Society must cont in ue tu expand it;: 
:;pher e of infl uence. Only t hus can it b ecome t he ca t alyst for 
t he enrichment of t hi s r egion's grea test unexploited asset-­
history for people today. 

It has been a rare privilege to ser ve a s your P resident. 
I am grateful to t he officers, Boa rd of Directors and com­
mittees who have led a nd supported the work of t he Societv 
during t he past yea r . • 

- L ESLTE N . B ONEY, JR. 
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OLD FANNY ,L ' U J EX:\"Y AX CH O K 
Recently off Wrightsville Beach, an anchor from the b lock­

ade runner, Funny und .Jenny, sunk in 1864, was brr.ught t o 
the su rface. Divers Allen Blake a nd John Waggett salvaged 
the 400-pound cast-iron anchor, covered heavily with corai. 
It was dis played in a down town window during the Azalea 
Fest ival and will be turned over to t he New Hanover County 
:.\Iuseum. 

At one time, t he Fanny and Jenny was a compact, 160-
foot sidewheel steamer. On the night of February 9, 1864, 
an enemy ship challenged and sank her. 

:\1.EETJ NG 

Time and Place: Friday. May 12, 1961, 8 P .l\I. , SL Andrews­
Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

S peaker: 
S ubject : 

Dl·. Auley McRae Crouch. 
'.Vledical Histor y. 

Since l\J20, when Ur. Aulcy 
McRae Crouch began practic­
ing pediatl"ics in ·wilmington, 
his name has been familiar to 
hundreds of young residents 
th r c ugh ou t Southeastern 
_ orth Carolina. 

Dr. Auley '.\IcHac Cr ouch 

Dr. Crouch describes him­
self as ' 'a self-made man to 
the extent t hat I grasped op­
portunities proYided for ~H;o r 
boys by thos e who had gone 
before." A glance at D r. 
Crouch' s early years gives sub­
stance to t his modest assertion, 
for it was t hrough his own 
initiative and induslt·y, work­
ing at such ood jobs as bar­
bering, draying, firin g furnac­
es, waiting on tables, shoe re­
pairing and harness-making, 
that he made his way through 

eollege. Despite such financial pre!'sures, he was able to win 
a scholarship his first year in medicine at t he University of 
Xorth Carolina. F rom the universitt he went to Jefferson 
'.\Iedical Colleg"" in Philadelphia, rece'iving his :.\l.D. in 1916. 

Dr. Crouch 's ad,·anced medical studies include post gradu­
ate work in epidemioloizy at Indianapolis and '.\finnea polis; 
in pediatrics at Columbia C"niversity and Chicag e; and in 
bronchoscc.py at Temple University, the University o.f 
Pennsylvania , and J efferson }ledical College. In 1933 he be­
came the first local physician t'> do bronchoscopies, in addi­
i;ion to maintaining his established practice in pedia t ri cs. 
Previously, another "first'' had been his service from Hl18-
1920 as Xorth Carolina's first epidemiologist. 

In 1947 a serious coronary thrombosis and s ubsequrn t 
lengthy in,alidism curtailed Dr. Crouch's active practice. H e 
say he has been ·'down but not out .. , Since his illness he 
has concentrated on the study of ·Mental Health and on 
medical history, and has kctu1·ed extensive!)" on both subjects. 

HlSTORlC TO"LlRS 

Historic tours of Wilmington and the Lower Cape Fear 
a re planned for Saturday, }[ay 13. A morning walking tour 
to points of interest in the city will depart from Thalian 
H all at l O a .m .. r ~turning at nor,n. An afternoon motor 
tour wi11 include houses of unusual interest on \\"rightsville , 
Greenville and Masonboro Sounds. Depar ture time fo r lhe 
afternoon tour, al so lea,·ing from Thalian Hall. is 2 p.m. 
T icket:;, priced a t $2.00 for the morning tour and $4.00 for 
the afternoon.. ma,· he._ubtained aL B elk.-..Bex.rv'.s___Rcok-De­
partment, at the Chamber of Commerce, or by calling :.\irs. 
E. B. H ardin, Jr., RO 2-82 79. Members are urged to suppo1·t 
this project by subscribing fo r one or both t c: urs as soon as 
possible, so that t ransportation arrangements may be com­
p leted. 

' 'Eshcol," c:. 1735-1750, residence of Mrs. Lora in Ander ­
son, will he a mong the Masouboro Soun<l houses included in 
the afternoon portion of the Historic Tours on Sa turday. 
)fay 13. 



THE REVEREND AUGUSTUS FOSTER LYDE (1813-1834) 
By Caro line D. F lan ner 

F OR EW ORD 

it gives me great pleasHre to write this Fure wonl //e­
c:uase Auguslw; Foster Lyde should be made kn011•n lo all 
people 1uho believe in the words of Jesus Christ--'·Go Y e 
into All t he World cind Preach the Gospel." 

The im.vortance of the missionary contribution of this 
young man i.s v ery g reclt, indeed. Although he died ctt the 
age of 21 years, he fully succeeded in pointing t he way to ct 
new vision of the Church's Life and M issi<rn. C ndo1tbtedly, 
11Hgustus Foster Lyde be,ga n the missionary ·'ol!l-reach" of 
his Chm·ch--the two missionaries w ho left for China in 1835 
certainly would not have gone vt that time had it not bee11 
fm· the v ision of Lyde. I t 1vct s his burning zeal, cmthnsiasm, 
ond stimulation, thot arnnsecJi. the Missionary Society of the 
Eviscopal Church to oction. TniZ.y , he wos its missio~wry 
pioneer, and the life and menwry of this 1·ema rka ble and 
gifted yollng man should be sacred lo t hose who belie ve in 
the world-wide mission of the Church of .Jesus Christ. 

One might say how sad it was that Augitsti{s Foster Lyde 
did not live to ju/fill his henrt's desire-namely to sei·ve Goel 
in Chi1Ui. One mfoht indeed soy how t rngfo that Augllst u1, 
Foste1· Lyde, like Moses, wa:,; not o//()wecl to enter his p1·0111is­
ed land. B ut the awm;e1· is llwt A ugustus Fosl e1' L yde did 
Nerve his Lord in China-because others went in his name. 
Othe1·s went, who could not hove, i f he heal not poved the way, 
opened the doors and .(Jiven the clearer ~·ision. In the w01·d1s 
of William Cco·ey, t hat great nt'issiona ry to Tndio w ho died 
ll f ew years e(l)·lier, A ugllst1u; F oster Lyde had, indeed, ''.Al­
lnnplecl great thing,; for God, and e:i.·7Jected g reat thmgs 
from God." God in H is own wciy had answered his pniyer. 

T sinc;erely and m ost earne,; tly c;ommend study of the life 
of AugustHs F osler Lyde. H is memory has great 111ecmi1l.(/ 
and g1·ea t significance for oll w ho serve their fel/,Jw -11wn. m 
God's world-wide missfon of the Christian Church. 

THO:I.JAS H . W RIGH T 

The Rl. Hev. Thomas H . Wright, D.D .. Bishop of t he Diocese of East 
CnroJina nud life-long mernbt.?r o{ St. James }!;piscopal Church. was elected 
in 1958 to lhe National Council of the Episcopal Church an<l made Chair­
man of the Council's Overseas Depttrtmenl. He has recently t raveled e.,­
tens ively visiting Overseas Missions. 

AU GUST US FOSTER LYDE was called not on ly 
by his contemporaries, but also by the Chinese Christia ns, 
"T he Real F ounde1· of the Chinese Mission of the Pro­

testan t E piscopal Church", for it was at his inst igation that 
the Mission was ordered established. I-le was t he first 
Episcopal Clergyman to offer himself for service in the 
Mission, although his untimely death of consumption aL 
twenty-one prevented his sailing for China. 

:\fr. Lyde was born 111 Wilming·ton, N . C., on Februa1·y 4. 
1813, the son of Geor ge and Susan (Callender) Lyde. His 
mat ernal grandfathe r , Captain Thomas Callender (whose 
house stood at Front Street and P ost office Avenue) , a veteran 
of seven years service in the Revolutionary ·war, was an 
active Vestryman in St. James Episcopal Church and leader 
of the Choi!' ' · . .. although his voice was not sufficiently 
cultivated to have plea sed the fastidious taste of the present 
day . . . A s he stood ... his venerable form bowed with 
age, and h is t hin locks whitened by the frosts of man ~· 
winters, he reminded us of one of the patriarchs of old, and 
catching inspiration , .. his voice would quiver with emotion 
or swell with t riumph, his right arm rising and falling with 
the regularity of a pendulum . .. "1 

}Ir Lyde was baptized on June 28 , 1813, in the original 
building of St .. James Chui ch near Fourth and Markel 
Streets, by the Rev. Dr. Adam Empie.2 From bis earliest 

1St. James Pat"i~h: HisLoric~J Notir.c:: of the Rev. R. B. D rane tin­
larg-ed and brought up to 1874 by a member of the Vestry. (Col. James G. 
Bur r. ) 

:!Rev. A<lnm Empie. l).l> .. 13urn 17X5; Rcrtor of St. James Episcopal 
Church Wilmington. N. C. 1811-1814; Chaplain of The United States Mili­
tary Acaden1y at \\ftst Point. N. Y .. l~l-:1 - 18-16; Rector of St. Jame$ 
J,,..,;pi~copnl Church 1~16-1 27; Presitlent. o f \Villiam a nd Mary Colle}!'e, 1827-
1'337: Reclor o( 3l. Jame::- 'Eph;copa] Chur<·h. H!c hmoncl (named fur St. 
Jame..; Episcopal Church. \Vilmingtun. N. C.) 1837-1~5~: ln"alid U!j3- l 60: 
died Nov. 6 1860. Buried Oakdale, Wilmington, N. C. 

childhood he s h!.lwed the 1·elig ious fervor and Ion! of music 
and rhythm that characterized his grandfather Callender. 
When only six years of age, Mr. L yde, who had been told t o 
memorize t he opening verses of the Sermon on the i\Iount , 
voluntarily memorized the whole 48 verses of the Fifth 
Chapter of St. Matthew, saying that the chapter was too 
good to be divided. 

Between the ages of hvelve and eighteen, he wrote many 
poems on such subjects a s "Home of my Childhood'". 
"Sketches of Music", both filled with that love of the ocean 
and longing for it, that is known in its fullest, perha ps, onl y 
by those reared near the ocean; " H umili ty" (his last poem) 
and "The Death of Moses". Was his preoccupation with t he 
sto1·y of Moses due, possibl y, to pr escience that he, too, 
would have a great vision but die without being permitted to 
do more than point the way for others ? (T here also were 
several poems ''T o a Friend-A Young Lady .") 

H a stily written, unrevised, containing many structural 
errors, and immature though these poems were, still they 
gave sufficient promise of Mr. Lyde's potential greatness as 
a poet to arouse wide-spread attention and win much praise. 
::\fany of them were printed singly during his lifetime. Seven 
of his poems are inc:luded in Vol. l of "Wood-Notes, or Caro­
lina Carols", compiled by "Tenella" ( Mary Bayard (Deve­
reux) Clarke), 1854, a copy of which is in the North Caro­
lina Room of the W . L . I. Library, Wilmington, N. C. 

At t he t ime of }Ir. L yde's death, tentati\'e plans were 
made to publish his Memoirs, togeth er wit h those of two 
classmates who had died before g-raduation, but no t r ace can 
be fou nd of this projected volu me. H owever, in 1838, a 
fellow-student of Mr. Lyde's both at W ashington College 
and at The General Seminary, Thomas H . Vail3 edited and 
printed 24 of Mr. L~•de's poems, a nd in his I ntroduction gave 
us much biographical data, although it was clear that M r. 
Vail's fear of seeming to interfer e w ith the planned official 
biography prevented his including all of t he material at his 
command. 

Mr . Vail called Mr. Lyde "the A merican Henry Kirke 
White" (a young Englishman who died while studying for 
the min istry of the Church of E ngland, and whose poems 
won the admiration of Byron and Southey). }fr. Vail used -
as title of h is collection of Mr. Lyde's poems " Buds of 
Spring". borrowed from Southev's I n t roduction to his "Poeti­
.::al Remai ns of H en ry Kfrke Wl-iite." "'The,;e volumes contain 

Old St. J a mes Church, :Ha rket Str eet near Fourth. 

·"Thoma,:; Hubbar<l Vail. first Hie.hop v! Kansa~. wa:. born on Oct. 21. 
1~12

1 
in Richmond, VJ1 ., of Northern pare nt:>. l {e ,graduated r.t W<tshin~­

t.on College in H.<31, anti at The General Seminary in 18~5. H e was ordaine<l 
a Deacon by Bishop Brownell June 29, 1835, and a Priest by Bishop Gris­
wuld Jan. 6 . 1837. H e received the <lo<"torale in divinity !rom Brown 
University in 18:i,:,,.: wos con:.-ecraled l H:shop of KRn~as Dec. JI>. 1864: -re­
ceived t he riesrree of Do<•tor of Laws in.>ll1 the Univer~ity of Knn~a~ in 
1$75: foundetl Hcthuny College at Lin<lsbon!. Kans. lB 1, died at 'Hn·n 
.'1awr, Pa., Oct. 6. 181'--9. nnd wns buried in Topeka. Kans. -(Episro1>ate ~in 
.\merica: l,y Willinm 8teven:-: Perry, 1R9:i.) 



what he has left; i11u11ult1 re IJLufa, and blv.~1w1w; s haken from 
the t.ree, and !Jreen fru it; yet will they evill(:e what the 
harvest would have been'." 

Mr. Vail stated that Mr. Lyde's poems wer e important 
t•nough to be published in book, rather than pamphlet form, 
but t hat there were too few of t he "Buds" to fill a vase, and 
therefore he had added poems of other s. His reason for in­
cluding 24 of hi s own poems was: " ... Better composi t ion s 
might have been select ed from standard authors; but most 
persons prefer to read, in a new book, orig inal matter. even 
if poor, rather than selected matte1·, however excellent, which 
may be elsewhere obtained .. . " (A proposition open to 
a rgument.) One p oem of Mr. Lyde's, "Remember Me!" was 
answered b~· Mr. Vail in hi s poem, " Remember Thee!" in 
which he gives us our only description of Mr. Lyde's physical 
appearance: 

"REMEMBER THEE!" 

"Remember thee! that full, o'erhan ging bl'Ow 
With mind expanding, is before us now, 
The sunken eyes, beneath their long dark lash , 
Now dimly muse, or ~lick with genius flash. 

"The care-worn, Roman face, the lips compressed, 
-Effo1·t- intense and-purpo-se frrm attest; · 
And all, in our sad fancy, now we see, 
And freshly, fondly, still remember thee ... " 

As £or his character, we are told that he had uniform 
good sen se, sound judgment, was reserved, capable of keen 
satire, and had had an irritable temper but had learned to 
control it. An indefatigable crusader, his rallying cry was : 
"Quench not the Spirit!" 

ABOUT 1827 the Lyde family moved to Philadelphia, 
and in 1827, Augustus Foster Lyde entered Wash ington 
College4 (name changed to Trinity College in 184 5) as 

a sophomore, he then being fourteen year s old. H e graduated 
at the head of his class in 1830, and because of his youth, 
was advised to spend the next year studying H ebrew and 
the sciences, which he did . 

H e enter ed The General Seminary in 1831, and soon was 
: wept llp into the great surge of the Missionary movement 
that was gathering momentum in all the Protestant Churches 
in the United States. As far back as 800 the Nestorians, 
an unorthodox branch of the Roman Catholic Church, had 
established a Christian Church in China, and the orthodox 
branch of the Roman Catholic Church, after an unsucessful 
effort to found one following Marco Polo's t ravels in t he 
Ot'ient (1295), had been unremitting in its efforts s ince the 
establishment of t he J esuit Missionaries in 1540. It was not 
until the 18th century, however, that the P .rotestant Churches 
became active in Missionary work in the Far East, wh en 
the British Baptist Missionary Society sent t he Rev. Will iam 
Carey to India a nd the South Seas. In 1807 the Rev. Frank 
Morrison, a P resbyterian, was sent to China by the London 
:vlissionary Society. Because of opposition from the English 
East India Company, Mr. Morrison came to the U nited 
States and actually sailed fur China from the United States, 
al'riving in Canton in September, 1807. 

Naturally the Missionary movement started later in the 
United States. In 1810, the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions (of the Congregational Church) was 
formed; in l 814 the Baptist Missionary Convention; in 1819 
the Methodist Episcopal Church Missionary Society; and in 
1820 the Domestic and For eign Missionary Society of th e 
Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States. The first 
miss ionary from the United States to China was the Rev. 
Elijah Coleman Br idgman, sent by the American Board of 
Commissioners for F ol'eign :\'fissions of the Congl'egational 
Church. 

The Rev. :\fr. Bridgman sai led to China Oct. 14, 1829, and 
arrived in Cantcn in February 1830.s Extensive inquiries 
a mong the Protestant Churches in the United States in 
existence in 1833 have failed to discover any other P"rotes­
tant missionaries sent to China propers from the Uni ted 
States prior to 1833, when Augustus F oster Lyde first sug­
gested that a l\Iission in China be established bv the Protes­
tant Episcopal Church, and volunteered to go to t he 1"Iission. 
At t hat t ime, he was barely twenty years old. 

•&;tablishecl in l~2t by a group of Episcopalian dignitJt r ies led by t he 
Rt. Rev. T. C. Brownell. Bishop of Connecticut. 

.-.Official Heeords or Th~ Am~ri l'an Bottt·d of Commissioners for 
l•'oreiJ£n 'M i:,;sions. 

11In .lbtU navi,l Abeel. rcpre:senting t.he American Seaman·:; :Friend 
Society, was chaplain to AmP1·iean ::ailors in Chinese \\aters. ( '\,\'esleyan 
University .) 

By 1832 there were 75 auxil iaries of the Domestic a nd 
.F'oreign Missionary Society of the P rotestant Episcopal 
Church, one of th~m being in The General Seminary. Mr. 
Lyde became presldent, and by 1833 h e had had his vision, 
a_nd kn ew tha_t he was _destined to spend the remainder of his 
hfe endeavor.mg to brmg the Gospel to the Chinese. To this 
he pledged. h!mself unreservedly, g iving all hi s strength ?.nd 
energy to 1t 111 the short space of time left to him. 

Once convinced of his duty, his purpose n ever faltered . In 
1833 he wrote to Dr. Montgomery, a member of the Execu­
tive Board of the Missionary Society, and a sked if the Board 
would consider establishing a Mission in China and volun­
teered to work in China. With characteristic r:iodesty, Mr. 
Lyde asked that his name not be mentioned. 

Dr .. Montgomery h imself was critically ill, an d died w ith­
out bemg able to ~nswer the letter ; however, in May, 1834 
M_r. L)'.de, on. a trip from New Yor k to Philadelphia to be 
w ith his family (because of his increasin"' illness) m et t he 
Rev. Dr. Milnor, and the H on. E . A. Newton, delegates to a 
meeting of t he Executive Board, and presented the ca se for 
a Miss\on. to China so effect ively t hat on May 13 and 14, 1834, 
the . M1ss1on was ordered established. Although Mr. Lyde 
ag:a1-1:1 -¥0lun teered , the state of hi!' health prevented his being 
accepted. 

Mr. Lyde graduated from The General Seminary with his 
class. late in June, 1834, aJ?d on or a bout July 1, 1834 was 
ordamcd a Deacon by B ishop Brownell, in St. Thomas 
Church, New York City, but never had t he strength to fulfill 
t he duties of his office even for a single time. 

T he Rev. Henry Lockwood, fellow student both at Wash­
ington College and at T he General Seminary and a close 
per sonal friend, catching fire at the zeal of lVIr. Lyde, also 
volunteered for China, and to Mr. Lockwood went the 
honor of being the first Episcopal Clergyman appointed to 
work in China. H e was accepted July 14, 1834 and sailed in 
1835. ' 

TJ::IE SUiV[MER of 1834 Mr. Lyde spent in New England 
m search of health, but on his return to New York City 

. late 111 September was told that his recovery was un­
likely, and on the advice of his physic.ians, rejoined his family 
in Philadelphia. 

In October he_ wrote a fal'ewell letter to t he Missionary 
Society, and_, as 1t contains t he words of a dying man,-an 
unusually gifted man, who, aware of his condition is mar­
sha l ing the remnant. cf his strength to make one fin~! appeal 
t or the cause to which he had dedicated himself, it is given 
!11 full: 

"Philadelphia, October, 1834 
" Brethren of the Missionar y Society, 

" It matters little to me that my personal connexion 
with the_ Associati~n has been dissolved; that I no longer 
appear 111 your midst when you meet in pursuance of 
your glorious objects. I am and ever will be t o the end 
of life, a membe1· of the Missionary Association in heaTt. 

"It .is well known to all or most of you, that I had 
determmed by the help of God, to p reach the Gospel to 
the heathen in China; but God in his infinite wisdom has 
se~~ fit to dispose it ot~erwise and has removed the prob­
ability of my preachmg the Gospel to Christian 0 1· 
heathen. I do not address you then in levity or inconsider­
ateness, but in t he calm expectation of death. The point 
on which I stand is a deeply solemn one ; may we mutuallv 
realize it. Standing on this eleva ted point and making 
a ret rospe~t of my shor! life, I bend my ~ye along the 
causes which ~a_vc contnbuted to create and modify my 
moral and rehg10us tharacter. Lea ving the first opera­
tions of GOD'S SPI RIT, I wander along a dark and 
weary way, cheered by but f ew Christian hopes and at­
t ainments, until my eye rests upon an elevation imposing 
and bright. It is beautiful with 'the feet of them that 
br ing good t idings, that bring g-ood t idings of good' it 
\s radiant w it h. the same glorious light, that first br~ke 
1.n upon my mmd and scatte1·ed a way its accumulated 
ignorance an<l sorrow. 
• " . 

1 Mighty through God !' I inYoluntarily exclaim, ancl 
m view of etern ity, hail the Missionary Association, as 
~nder God, and his appointed means of grace, the might ­
iest cause that he has brought to bear upon the s alvation 
of m~· soul. 

"You will immedia tely infer from what I have said 
tha t I consider it your duty and privilege, and I h op~ 
you w ill consider it in the same ligh t precisely, to per-



form most punctually all the duties required. It is only 
by such a uniform course of conduct. that the prosperity 
of a society is preserved, and its advantage fully secured. 

" But it is not at t he general meetings of the Society, 
nor yet the meetings of your committees (which should 
be made as conversational as p ossible), that t he Mission­
ary spirit is to be acquired. Alas! Alas! how many there 
a1·e, who mistake the interest felt in the pursuit of what 
is novel and strange, or the sympathy excited by human 
suffering, or the glow occasioned by t he view of a great 
moral enterprise, for a deep and fervent Jove for the souls 
of perishing men! Often. too, the ardor, excited by some 
powerful and moving appeal in behalf of th is great 
cause, is nothing more than a natural sympathetic 
emotion, instead of the powerful movings of Gnd's HOLY 
SPIRIT. 

"0 no, my dear Christian brethren; it is only in the 
ho!~,, quiet retirement o( your closet, that this pure 
s pirit i!< to bP sought and _found. P rayer,-earncst, con­
stant prayer ( in the deeply"expressive language of Paul) 
the 'groanings which cannot be uttered,' will bring clown 
the blessing we seek like Lhe morning dew and the early 
rain . The other means are powerful in their place; but 
here we win the blessing of God, as it were, immediately. 

"Bu~ my ChrisUan 
brethren. these arc but 
the preparatory steps to 
a higher and nobler course 
of duty. An ardent love 
for the souls of men is 
holv and acc:eptible in it-

self .' T here is no one present but would revolt at such 
a thought. 

"Let me in conclusion add a few more particular 
remarks. There is very great danger of erring in the 
decision, by drawing up a long list of qualifications on the 
authority perhaps of some writer, and excusing our­
selves thus on several grounds entirely insufficient. There 
a re necessary qualifications; but we should pray much 
before we excuse ourselves for any single Teason. 

"Again. It is clear that no man can say previous to an 
investigation, tht'lt it is out of the question t hat he should 
go. Of course I here except domestic necessities. BuL 
there are many to whom the thought is so entirely new 
and almcst chimerical, that they dismiss it without a 
thought. Refined education, or talent, or expectations. 
stand for ever between them and faithfulness to their 
souls. 

"Farewell, my dear Christian brethren! I feel like 
one who sees his brothers on the brink of a precipice, 
where he himself found out dangers at which the heart 
may tremble. But 'let not your hearts be troubled.' I 
have all along presupposed that the HO.LY SPIRIT 
w<mlcl be afforded abundantly, and in the use of God's 
appointed means, in his a ppointed way. You cannot, as 

surely as God is true, you 
cannot fail of his appro­
bation. 

"Once morn. farewell! 
and that the God of all 
mercy may guide you in 
all yom investigations, is 
the earnest prayer of 

"Your fellow-member 
and brother in Christ, 

"A. F . Lyde." 

DUE TO his indomitable 
spirit, Mr. Lyde was 
confined to his room 

only for two days. Nine 
days before his death he at­
tended Church, and just a 
week before he died he went 
out on horseback. 

elf; but Christian virtue. 
most unlike the cold 
theories of man, has with­
in itself the clements of 
dgorous resolve and ac­
tion : they are component 
parts of its existence. H as 
not then each one of you 
present a personal duty 
bc:vond all thi s, in refer­
ence to the great Mission­
arv cause? l s there not 
treasured up, in the fu­
turity of appointed duty, 
some further resolve and 
action of yet unconceived 
moment? Let us assume 
the remotest possibility 
that can be taken into the 
estimate, that it is the 
duty of but one out of 
your whole number to 
preach the Gospel to the 

A woodblock from C. H . W ylie·s North Carolina Reader, pub­
lished in 1851. The s nip and the cargo with oriental symbols could 
have been seen hy Aug us tus Foster Lyde at ,Vilmington. 

As his physical strength 
ebbed, his ardor and desire 
to carry the Gospel to China 
became even more inten::ie. 
H is one request was: '·Pray 
for me, brethren; pray that 
my health may be restored; 
God is my witness, l ask it 
not for myself- I ask it for 
China." When told that his 

heathen. Suppose that it was communicated to you 
while togethe1:..- that there was an unfailing certainty 
that one among you should leave home and country 
for CHRIST'S sake and the Gospel's. How would the 
message be received? Every Christian heart (and such 
are all, I trust), wo•.tld at once respond to the re­
sponsibility, and ask, 'Lo1·d, is it I ?' nor would he cease 
to pray, and read, and mE!ditate, until he could speak 
from the darkness of uncertainty, 'Lord, I will follow 
Thee whithersr. ever Thou guest.' But in the name and 
presence of .Almighty Goel, in view of our de;;tiny for 
eternity, as we expect to stand before the judgment­
seat of CHRIST, does anyone believe, that the Saviour, 
the Lord oi missions and salvation, requires but r.ne 
missionary from your whole numbe1·? Does any one be­
lieve, that the whole heathen world, with its hundreds 
of millions, cla ims but on f> missionary from t he Protes­
tant Episcopal Church? Do not disgu ise the fact. You 
know, t hat, if they go not from our seminaries, t hey w ill 
never go; these are the <:nly prohable sources of supply. 

"In reply to the above questions, in the confidence 
of truth, I answc1·, Xo. To every one, then I would say, 
'It may, or it may not, be your duty to go abroad. If it 
is not. you should be prepared to go wherever your 
Divine :\Iasler may be pleased to send you. If it should 
be your duty, ( I tremble at the p!:ssibilities of the case, ) 
under what awful responsibilities do you lie! You stand 
in the relation of one, who turns away from the path 
that GOD points out to him, and chooses one for him-

death at an early time ap­
peared inevitable, he exclaimed : "Can it be so ·? Shall I never 
be allowed to preach the Gospel in China'? Yet I am nut 
wor thy of such a service! But I will labor for her sake while 
I live." 

His last studies of the Bible were on I saiah 40 and 43 . 
deal ing especially with the promulgation of the Gospel and 
comfort to the Church; his favorite quotation: "How beauti­
ful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bl"ingeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth!" ( Isaiah 52:7). "When past speaking, he 
would rivet his pie1·cing- eye upon those weeping by his bed­
side, and with smiles of heavE!nly joy seemed to rebuke them 
fo r their weakness in lamenting his departure.'' 

Augustus Foster Lyde died without any apparent 
struggle a t 9 :00 a.m. Wednesday, November 1(),1 34, just as 
the Holy Communion for which he had asked was brought 
tu him . His age was 21 years, 9 mon ths, and 15 days. 

H is funeral was held in St. Peter's Church. Philadelphia, 
F r iday afternoon, November 21, 1834, and was attended by 
the Rt. Rev. William White, Bishop of Pennsylvania, Dr. 
Abercrombie, and 13 other clergymen. The service was read 
by the Rt. Rev. Henry Ustick Onderdonk, Bishop co-adjutor 
of Pennsylvania. The hymn used began "Vital Spark of 
heavenly frame" (P ope, "The dying Christian to his soul" ) . 
I nterment was in St. P eter 's Chur chyard. 

i\fr. Lycle's tombstone was a plain marble slab; his 
epitaph, composed by the R t. Rev. George Washington Doane, 



Bishop of New Jersey, who had been Mr. Lyde's professor in 
belles-lettres when he was at Washington College, Tead: 

" S ac,·ed t o the M enw ry 
of 

THE REVEREND AUGUSTUS FOS TER LYDE 
A Der.icon 

nf the P l'o testcm t Epi.~copcd Church i11 the Uni ted Sta tes; 
·who wali bor n in W ilmington , Nort h Carolina 

F ebruar y 4th, 1813 ; 
A ncl diecl in the Ci ty of Philcrde/7>hia 

November I .9th, 1834 
l t was in hi.s H eart 

Tu v rectch the Gospel to t h e Chinese 
A nd f o1· this Service 

H e hacl offered hfozse /.f to God, and the Church. 
B u t it plecised his H ecivenly Father 

T o call him early home, 
A n d he ~d iecl at 21 

I'a tie1it, cheerful, 11ictorio1p; 
---- 1/!Ylnrgh -'tli~ faith ----­

Of th e Lord, Jes11s Chri1S t." 
By HJ48 the original tombstone was badly broken, and a l 

t he instigation of the Rev. Mortimer T . Glover, rector of St. 
James Episcopal Church of Wilmington, a new stone was 
erected with t he epitaph shortened. 

0 
N FEBRUARY 12, 1959, the retired Chinese Bishop, 
the Rt. Rev. Andrew Yu-Yu Tsu, formerly Suffragan 
Bishop of Kyoto ·wrote the rector of St. James Church, 

saying in part: " ... I would like to visit St. J ames, in 
memor y of Augustus F oster Lyde. It will be a gr eat experi­
ence to me, as a Chinese Churchman, to be actually in t he 
home parish of one who has been described as the real 
founder of Episcopal missionary work in China, even though 
death intervened before he could realize his dream .. . " 
Bishop T su p reached in St. James March 15, 1959, and ex­
pressed regret t hat Mr. Lyde seems so little-known, not only 
in Philadelphia where he died and is buried, but even in h is 
native W imington, although he is widely known to Chinese 
Christians. ("But J esus said unto them, 'A prophet is not 
without honor , but in his own country, and among his own 
kin, and in his own house'." St. Mark 6 :4). 

On Sept. 271 1959, a tablet on the East Wall of St. James 
Church, given 1n memory of Ml'. Lyde by a Chapter of t he 
Woman's Auxiliary, was dedicated. 

About 1S95 this same chapter of St. J ames Churchwomen 
started the practice of having a silver tea on or near the 
date of Mr. Lyde's birth (February 4), and sending the pro­
ceeds to help support a missiona1·y in China. Since China 

LOWER CAPE FEAR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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has been closed to ou r missionaries, the money has been given 
for missionary work in th<' Far East. This year, it was given 
to Bishop Wright for St. Michael's Church, Miyoka Island, 
near Okmawa. This church, built by lepers. was visited by 
Bishop Wrig ht during his tour of t he world in 1960. 

And t he Mi1;sion to China? Here is the briefest of sum­
maries : 
1833- Augustus Foster Lyde first proposed the establi shment 

of a Mission , and offered his services. 
1834-May 13-14-At instigation of Mr. Lyde, the Mi ssion 

in China was ordered established. 
July 14-Rev. Henry Lockwood first accepted fo r 
Ghrnese Mission. 
(Nov. 19-Rev. Augu stus Foster Lyde died) 

1835- March 23- Rev. Francis R. Hansen accepted. 
June 2-Rev. Henrv Lockwood and Rev. F1·ancis R. 
Hansen sailed for c"hina, from New York City. 

1837- July-Rev. William Jones Boone, M.D. and a Member 
of the Bar of South Carolina, and Mrs. Boone sailed 
from Boston. 

1844--Rev. William J ones Boone consecrated Bishop of China. 
(Bishop Boone remained in China until 1855, during 
which time he translated t he Book of Common Prayer 

i nto Chinese.) 
l!.!12- The three Missionary Districts i"Uppor ted by the Pro­

te;:1tant Episcopal Chu rch became dioceses in the newly 
organi:;,;ed National Chinese Church, but the P rotestant 
E piscopal Church continued to support them. 

1941-The Protestan t Episcopal Ch urch had 150 workers in 
China, and annually appropriated ~500,000. 

1951-China closed by Communists and all Episcopal workers 
wi thdrawn. At that t ime there were about 75,000 
Chinese members of the P rotestan t Episcopal Church. 
(Powel Mills Dawley : "The Episcopal Church and its 
Wor k ." 1955.) 

Many eminent Churchmen have ·written and spoken of 
Mr. Lyde. In a sermon on Bis hop Boone, Bishop William 
Bacon Stevens said in part: " ... The enthusiastic Lyde was 
not, however, permitted to enter upon the field for which he 
had willingly offered himself . He had the high honor of in­
augurating the movement, and sett ing in motion the machin­
er y, and then was called to die, just aft er he had received 
his commiss ion as a minister of Christ; and, by his death, 
he made sacred to the Church the object so near his dying 
heart, the evangel izing of China .. . " 

However, perhaps the eulogy most suitable for Mr. Lyde 
was composed by himself at the age of eighteen, when in his 
poem, " The Death of Moses," he wrote: 

"Man ha th not r eared a p rincely 11wnwnent. 
An d carved thereon the record of h i1S greatness, 
B Ht God Himsel.f,- the High and H ol11 One,­
Hrilh w1·it within the volume of H is tni th, 
'H e was a servant of the Lord'." 
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