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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
FURNITURE DESIGNERS

October 17, 1998

To Members of the Home Furnishings Trade and Consumer Press:

We are proud to present to you this 1998 Pinnacle Design Achievement Awards 
Press Book. 1998 marks the third year of what we expect to be an annual event in 
our industry.

We are encouraged by the overwhelming industry response this year. The number of 
entries more than doubled and the quality of entries matched our objectives. Entries 
represented a wide range of price points and manufacturers in each category. We 
felt that the Pinnacle Award is growing at an adequate rate in order to make it as 
important to the industry as it is to the ASFD.

The attendance at the awards banquet, held on October 16 at High Point Country 
Club, was outstanding. Attendees included designers, manufacturers, industry sup-
pliers, and editors.

Photographs of winners and finalists were obtained directly from slides submitted by 
the manufacturers, and are of very high quality. Also included are photographs of 
designers or manufacturers receiving their awards at the award banquet.

To save paper and expense, we are not printing a press book for general distribution. 
If you have difficulty using this CD, we will gladly send you a printed book and 
slides. We will support you with whatever it takes to make your story of the Pinnacle 
Awards a success.

Thank you for your support.

D. Scott Coley
ASFD President, 1998-1999
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About the Pinnacle 
Design Achievement 
Awards

This chapter contains the objectives and history of the Pinnacle Awards program, 
the 1998 categories, judging and special awards. The category sponsors are listed, 
along with the judges, and the award ceremony is described. Details of the 13 
winners include the designer, manufacturer, category and winning design. The 
high resolution images are presented.

Objectives

The Pinnacle Design Achievement awards were created in April 1995 by the 
Board of Directors of the ASFD to accomplish the following objectives:

• To promote furniture designers and the profession of furniture design within the 
retail home furnishings industry,

• To promote ASFD as an organization devoted to the recognition of furniture 
design and designers

• To promote increased quality of design in retail home furnishings

The Pinnacle awards are open worldwide to any designer or manufacturer. Mem-
bership in ASFD is not a requirement for entry.

For the 1998 awards, eligible products had to be, (1) generally available to the 
public in retail stores; (2) in current production; and (3) introduced after October 
1995. Craft-produced or one-of-a-kind products were not eligible. Products must 
have been exhibited at a major retail furniture market or be available in at least 20 
retail stores in the United States.

Criteria for Judging In accordance with the objectives of the awards as stated above, the designs were 
to be judged according to the following criteria:

• The extent to which the design represents value to the consumer at its sug-
gested price point by combining visual appearance and function

• The extent to which the design makes the best use of available materials and 
production technology, and
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• The extent to which the design incorporates the needs of the retail furniture 
consumer

It is important to note that the primary criteria for the judging is fulfilling the needs 
and tastes of the retail consumer. The judges were instructed to make their selec-
tion on the basis of perceived design value for the price point indicated.

Categories For 1998 there were 13 categories for products. These were: Major Collections, 
Stationary Upholstery, Motion Upholstery, Bedroom, Casual Dining, Formal Din-
ing, Home Office, Juvenile Furniture and Correlates, Lighting, Accessories, Enter-
tainment Centers/Home Theater, Occasional Furniture and Summer/Casual 
Furniture. Sufficient entries were received to make awards in all of 13 categories.

Judging The deadline for submission was September 8, 1998. A total of 144 entries were 
received. Judging took place on Thursday, September 17, at High Point University. 
The judges selected 38 finalists in the 13 categories. While the list of finalists was 
immediately released to the press, the winners were not notified until the award 
ceremony on October 16.

All finalists were notified immediately after nomination as a finalist, and were 
requested to send 35 mm slides from their product photographs, together with 35 
mm portraits of the designers and a brief description of the manufacturer and 
product. This information is presented later in this book.

Pinnacle Award Category Sponsors

Several organizations generously contributed $500 per category to help under-
write the cost of the Pinnacle Award program for 1998. The organizations and the 
categories sponsored were:

• Hafele America for Home Entertainment/Home Theater;

• Laminating Materials Association for Home Office and Occasional;

• Leggett and Platt Inc. for Motion Upholstery;

• Lilly Industries Inc. for Bedroom;

• The October Company for Formal Dining;

• Wilsonart International for Casual Dining; and

• Upholstery Design and Manufacturing magazine for Stationary Upholstery



Judges

About the Pinnacle Design Achievement Awards 3

Judges

The judges and their affiliations were as follows:

Dr. Richard R. Bennington, Professor of Business and Director of the Home Fur-
nishings Programs at High Point University.

Jackie Barrett-Hirschhaut, Consultant, formerly Editor of Elegant Bride Magazine.

E. L. Briggs, Consultant.

Greg Connally, ASID, Director, Gabberts Design Studio

Judith Z. Cushman, Consultant

Bob Ficks, Home Furnishings Council

Henry Howard, Senior Editor, Furniture/Today.

Liz Seymour, free-lance writer to the industry

Max S. Shangle, instructor in furniture and industrial design, Kendall College of 
Art and Design.

Cindy D. Scheaffer, Editor, Home Accents/Today

Tony Wilkerson, Senior Vice-President, Marketing, Havertys Furniture Companies

1998 Pinnacle Award Ceremony

The 1998 Pinnacle award dinner and ceremony was held at the High Point Coun-
try Club, in High Point, NC, on Friday, October 16, during the fall International 
Home Furnishings Market. The evening began with a cocktail reception at 6:00 
pm, with dinner following at 7:00. The award ceremony and presentations began 
at 8:00.

The Master of Ceremonies announced all the finalists for the category, with each 
finalist accepting recognition as his or her name was called, and a slide of their 
product shown. A Pinnacle sponsor or special presenter then announced the win-
ner who was awarded the glass Pinnacle. Finalists received a certificate acknowl-
edging their design following the ceremony.
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1998 Pinnacle Winners

Using this Press Book/CD

The 1998 Pinnacle Press Book/CD contains the following:

• A Portable Document File (1998BOOK.PDF): This file can be viewed on a vari-
ety of computer platforms, including Windows 3.1, Windows 95/98/NT, and 
Macintosh. All images can be viewed in color. The press book can also be 
printed on most printers.

• Installation files for Adobe Acrobat Reader are included for the platforms 
above. Installing these files on your computer will allow you to read this file. 
Instructions for installing these files is supplied with the CD in the mailer.

TABLE 1. 1998 Pinnacle Award Winners

Designer(s) Manufacturer Category Product

Alexander Julian Universal Furniture 
Inds.

Major Collections Patterns

Debra Halsey Alexvale Furniture Stationary Uphol-
stery

A104 Group

Jack R. Lewis, ASFD La-Z-Boy Inc. Motion Upholstery 407 Metro

Gary Hokanson/
Michael Warren, 
ASFD

Stanley Furniture 
Company

Bedroom Preface 714-13

Tim Annas Kincaid Furniture Casual Dining LeBistro

Charles Cain Thomasville Furni-
ture Industries

Formal Dining Trafalgar 
Square

Jack Kelley, ASFD Sligh Furniture 
Company

Home Office C2 Group 1807 
Series

Gary Hokanson Stanley Furniture 
Company

Juvenile Furniture 
and Correlates

Inspirations 
704-14

Allan H. Palacek PALACEK Lighting Woven Lamps

Carol Canner Carvers Guild Accessories 1150 Song-
birds

Philip Stone Ethan Allen American Impres-
sions Entertainment 
Armoire

Entertainment 
Centers/Home 
Theater

Berry and Clark 
Design Associates

Hammary Furniture 
Company

Occasional Furni-
ture

Cadence 
52,000

Irving Sabo/Craig 
Stout

Ethan Allen Summer/Casual 
Furniture

Spa
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• High Resolution (up to 2000 x 3000 pixels) Images: These images are in Pho-
toCD format. The 75 images include the 38 finalists, designer portraits, a pic-
ture of the 1997 Pinnacle, and pictures of the award ceremony.

• The files PINNACLE.TIF and ASFDLOGO.TIF: These are the Pinnacle and 
ASFD logos to illustrate your stories.

Using the High Resolution 
Images

To use the high resolution images in your publication, you will need an image 
processing program, such as Adobe Photoshop. Details on opening the PhotoCD 
file, picking the resolution, brightness, contrast, screening, etc. should be per-
formed by experienced users.

List of Images Table 2 lists the images. Selecting the image under Figure and Page will bring you 
to the page containing that image. For example clicking on Figure 1 on page 10 
takes you to page 10. By using the navigation commands in Adobe Acrobat you 
can return to this page or go to any other page. Each image corresponds to a high 
resolution file in PhotoCD format on this CD. The number of the file under the 
High Res column indicates the high resolution file number. For example, for the 
first entry, Figure 1 on page 10 corresponds to the IMG0001.PCD on the CD. Fig-
ure 2 corresponds to IMG0073.PCD, etc.

TABLE 2. List of Images

Category
High 
Res. Figure and Page Explanation

Major Collections

1 Figure 1 on page 10 Patterns, Alexander Julian for Universal Furniture

73 Figure 2 on page 13 Alexander Julian Accepting Pinnacle with Randol Smith, Mike 
Paus and Steve Russell

2 Figure 3 on page 15 Monogram 475, Blake Tovin for The Lane Company

39 Figure 4 on page 16 Blake Tovin

3 Figure 5 on page 18 Maple Creek 4000, Stilwell Associates, ASFD for Kimball Home 
Furniture

40 Figure 6 on page 20 Ron Stilwell, ASFD

4 Figure 7 on page 22 Encounter, Ed Tobin for Thomasville Furniture Inds.

Stationary Uphol-
stery

68 Figure 8 on page 24 Debra Halsey Accepts the Pinnacle from Michael Chazin, UDM 
Magazine

5 Figure 9 on page 25 A104 Group, Alexvale Furniture, designed by Debra Halsey

6 Figure 10 on page 27 A179 Group, Alexvale Furniture, Designed by Debra Halsey

7 Figure 11 on page 28 Library Sofa, Pearson, designed by Bruce Ward

55 Figure 12 on page 29 Bruce Ward

8 Figure 13 on page 30 438 Westport, La-Z-Boy Inc., Designed by Jack Lewis, ASFD
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Motion Upholstery

60 Figure 14 on page 31 Jack Lewis, ASFD

9 Figure 15 on page 32 407 Metro, La-Z-Boy Inc., designed by Jack Lewis, ASFD

60 Figure 16 on page 33 Jack Lewis, ASFD

64 Figure 17 on page 34 Jack Lewis, ASFD Accepting Pinnacle Award from John Patrick, 
Leggett & Platt

10 Figure 18 on page 35 464 Carlyle, La-Z-Boy Inc., designed by Jack Lewis, ASFD

60 Figure 19 on page 36 Jack Lewis, ASFD

11 Figure 20 on page 37 Cabana 996, Berkline Corp., designed by Kenneth C. Peacock

52 Figure 21 on page 40 Kenneth C. Peacock

Bedroom

12 Figure 22 on page 41 Preface 714-13, Stanley Furniture Company, designed by Gary 
Hokanson and Michael Warren, ASFD

72 Figure 23 on page 43 Michael Warren, ASFD and Gary Hokanson

13 Figure 24 on page 44 980 Savile Row, Durham Furniture, designed by Steve Hodges, 
ASFD

41 Figure 25 on page 45 Steve Hodges, ASFD

42 Figure 26 on page 46 Cliff Young, ASFD

14 Figure 27 on page 47 Wembley, Capeq Inc., designed by Cliff Young, ASFD

Casual Dining

15 Figure 28 on page 49 LeBistro, Kincaid Furniture Co., Designed by Tim Annas

67 Figure 29 on page 51 Tim Annas Accepting Pinnacle Award for LeBistro

74 Figure 30 on page 52 Tim Annas

16 Figure 31 on page 53 Ruskin 1400-2400 Tropitone, Designed by John Caldwell, ASFD

58 Figure 32 on page 54 John W. Caldwell, ASFD

17 Figure 33 on page 55 Renaissance, Thomasville Furniture Industries, Designed by Dan 
Wistehuff

Formal Dining

18 Figure 34 on page 57 Trafalgar Square, Thomasville Furniture Industries, Designed by 
Charles Cain

71 Figure 35 on page 58 David Scarangella, Thomasville Accepts the Pinnacle for Charles 
Cain

19 Figure 36 on page 59 Cortina, Excelsior Designs Inc., Designed by James DiPersia

43 Figure 37 on page 60 James DiPersia, ASFD

TABLE 2. List of Images (Continued)

Category
High 
Res. Figure and Page Explanation
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Home Office

20 Figure 38 on page 61 C2 Group 1807 Series, Sligh Furniture Co., Designed by Jack 
Kelley, ASFD

59 Figure 39 on page 63 Jack Kelley, ASFD

66 Figure 40 on page 64 Jack Kelley, ASFD Accepting Pinnacle Award

21 Figure 41 on page 65 Executive Suite, O’Sullivan Industries Inc., Designed by Drew 
Maple

44 Figure 42 on page 67 Drew Maple

22 Figure 43 on page 68 Office Revolution, Bush Furniture, Designed by Joe Miller and 
Felipe Planes

45 Figure 44 on page 70 Joe Miller

46 Figure 45 on page 71 Felipe Planes

Juvenile Furniture

23 Figure 46 on page 72 Inspirations 704-14, Stanley Furniture Co., Designed by Gary 
Hokanson

69 Figure 47 on page 74 Gary Hokanson With Pinnacle for Inspirations 704-14, Juvenile 
Furniture

24 Figure 48 on page 75 Celestial Beds, Island Elements Inc., Designed by Melissa 
Norton

47 Figure 49 on page 76 Melissa Norton

Lighting

25 Figure 50 on page 77 Woven Lamps, PALACEK, Designed by Alan H. Palacek

48 Figure 51 on page 78 Alan Palacek

62 Figure 52 on page 79 Lisa Frudden Accepting Pinnacle for Palacek

26 Figure 53 on page 80 50-592BN, Minoff Lamp, Designed by Kevin Von Kluck

Accessories

27 Figure 54 on page 82 1150 Songbirds Mirror, Carvers Guild, Designed by Carol Can-
ner

61 Figure 55 on page 83 Carol Canner Accepting Pinnacle Award

28 Figure 56 on page 85 E46BTH Taupe Halo Bowl, Evans Designs, Designed by Carlos 
Covarrubias

29 Figure 57 on page 86 Peonies Mist Pillows & Rugs, Sheffield & Galloway, Designed by 
Tracy Porter

49 Figure 58 on page 88 Tracy Porter

Entertainment Cen-
ters/Home Theatre

30 Figure 59 on page 90 American Impressions Entertainment Armoire, Ethan Allen, 
Designed by Philip Stone

70 Figure 60 on page 92 Philip Stone Accepting Pinnacle for American Impressions 
Entertainment Armoire

31 Figure 61 on page 94 87,000 Rhythms, Hammary Furniture Company, Designed by 
Berry and Clark Design Associates, ASFD

54 Figure 62 on page 95 Berry and Clark Design Associates. Bottom from left, Dave 
Clark, ASFD, Rick Berry, ASFD, Nancy Pittman. Top from left, 
Tim Lehman, ASFD, Keith Binns, ASFD, Margaret Short

TABLE 2. List of Images (Continued)

Category
High 
Res. Figure and Page Explanation
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Occasional Furni-
ture

32 Figure 63 on page 97 Cadence 52,000, Hammary Furniture Company, Designed by 
Berry and Clark Design Associates, ASFD

54 Figure 64 on page 98 Berry and Clark Design Associates. Bottom from left, Dave 
Clark, ASFD, Rick Berry, ASFD, Nancy Pittman. Top from left, 
Tim Lehman, ASFD, Keith Binns, ASFD, Margaret Short

65 Figure 65 on page 99 Dave Clark, ASFD Accepting Pinnacle from Mike Hodges, Lilly 
Industries

33 Figure 66 on page 100 Curved Curio 633-75, Rich Chang Lee for Design Institute Amer-
ica

50 Figure 67 on page 101 Rick Chang Lee

34 Figure 68 on page 102 European Accents 88-90,000, Hammary Furniture Company, 
Designed by Berry and Clark Design Associates

54 Figure 69 on page 103 Berry and Clark Design Associates. Bottom from left, Dave 
Clark, ASFD, Rick Berry, ASFD, Nancy Pittman. Top from left, 
Tim Lehman, ASFD, Keith Binns, ASFD, Margaret Short

35 Figure 70 on page 104 Preface 714-15, Stanley Furniture Company, designed by Gary 
Hokanson and Michael Warren, ASFD

Summer/Casual 
Furniture

36 Figure 71 on page 106 Spa, Ethan Allen, Designed by Irving Sabo and Craig Stout

63 Figure 72 on page 108 Craig Stout Accepting Pinnacle Award for Spa

57 Figure 73 on page 109 Irving Sabo

56 Figure 74 on page 110 Craig W. Stout

37 Figure 75 on page 111 Azia, GIATI Designs Inc., Designed by Mark Singer, ASFD

51 Figure 76 on page 113 Mark Singer, ASFD

38 Figure 77 on page 115 Metro, Ethan Allen, Designed by Kip Stewart

75 -- 1997 Pinnacle Statue

TABLE 2. List of Images (Continued)

Category
High 
Res. Figure and Page Explanation
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Pinnacle Award Finalist 
Information

This chapter presents the following information on each of the 38 finalists:

• Category Information

• Contact information on the manufacturer and designer. This information 
includes name, address, phone, fax, and retail price if supplied. The name of 
manufacturer or design contact persons is also given.

• A picture of the winning design, as submitted by the designer or manufacturer. 
If you require a higher quality or different photograph for your story, please 
contact the designer or manufacturer directly.

• Descriptive information on the designer, product, or manufacturer, using sub-
missions by the manufacturer or designer. The manufacturer or designer should 
be contacted if more detailed information is needed. ASFD includes this infor-
mation as a courtesy to the finalists and is not responsible for its accuracy.
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Patterns

Winner—Major Collections

Designer Alexander Julian
Alexander Julian, Inc.
63 Copps Hill Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877
Tel. (203) 438-3481 Fax (203) 438-6018

Manufacturer Universal Furniture Limited
2622 Uwharrie Road, High Point, NC   27370
Tel. (336) 861-7200 Fax (336) 431-2124

Contact: Donnette Miller, Director of Advertising

Retail Price Editors Desk, $749.95; Bookcase, $649.95

FIGURE 1. Patterns, Universal Furniture, Designed by Alexander Julian

Alexander Julian Home Colours To Introduce Patterns

A Comprehensive Collection That Transcends Time and Convention 

By Universal Furniture Limited 
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High Point, NC April 22, 1998 - Alexander Julian, the award-winning home fur-
nishings and fashion designer, has created “Patterns”—a new collection of furni-
ture that combines his signature details with layered woods, clean lines and 
architectural elements to achieve a look described by the designer as “Modern 
Traditional.” The 67-piece collection makes its debut this April at the International 
Home Furnishings Market at the Universal Furniture Showroom. 

The collection, which pays homage to the past while embracing the future, is 
inspired by the great design elements of this century. Rift cut white oak and figured 
maple create surface interest for a host of architectural elements such as layered-
look pilasters, beveled or pleated columns and deep cove moldings. 

Throughout the collection, the timeless patterns that have inspired Alexander 
Julian in both his clothing and furniture design prevail. The classic herringbone 
pattern, a Julian trademark, is tailored with rift-cut white oak, establishing distinc-
tive texture throughout the collection. Maple dovetail inlays are crafted in the 
shape of bowties. A tailor-inspired saddle stitch inlay accentuates drawers and 
table tops. Graph plaid patterns are fashioned into the beveled edges and antique 
brass inlays on doors and mirrors. 

Two signature groups of furniture, “Argyle” and “Button-down,” provide design 
continuity within the collection. The argyle diamond, nearly synonymous with 
Julian himself is fashioned into metal on case pieces and headboards. The popular 
diamonds also appear as decorative wood overlays. The second signature group, 
Button-down, features tufted-button upholstery crafted with rich, supple leather 
for chairs, benches and a sleigh bed. 

According to Alexander Julian, he chose the name “Patterns” to reflect the ele-
ments that have inspired him throughout his entire design career in both clothing 
and home furnishings. “The classic patterns that influence me and have been suc-
cessful for me are those that transcend time, which is quite fitting as we near the 
turn-of-the-century.” He continues, “As we move forward, into the next mille-
nium, we will choose what to take with us and what to leave behind. I designed 
the new furniture collection to move easily into the future, with just enough of the 
past to keep it comfortable and familiar.”

“Patterns” is available in a choice of two finishes, Linen and a darker Tweed, 
which are designed to showcase the natural grain of the wood. Julian compares 
them to a jazz duet, with each “player” or finish able to give a strong solo perfor-
mance while also harmonizing well together.

Randol Smith, vice president of marketing for Universal Furniture Limited, says 
that “Patterns” continues the ongoing success of Alexander Julian Home Colours. 
In 1994, Alexander Julian Home Colours created a new style of home furnishings 
relaxed traditional. The new “Patterns” collection will progress into the next cen-
tury with its own new style—”Modern Traditional.” According to Smith, the suc-
cess of the program is twofold. Alexander Julian and Universal Furniture continue 
to bring out new products that combine fashion with an affordable price. 
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The 8,400 square foot “Alexander Julian Home Colours showroom” has been 
completely redesigned for the Spring Furniture Market and will showcase the 
exciting new look of Patterns. Julian's signature pieces. along with the entire new 
collection of bedroom, dining room, occasional and upholstered furniture will be 
featured in lifestyle settings, accentuated with coordinating products within the 
“Alexander Julian Home Colours” brand. 

“Alexander Julian Home Colours” flooring, a fashion forward collection of Julian-
colored woods and complementary borders featuring the designer's signature pat-
terns will debut throughout the showroom. The hardwood flooring is manufac-
tured by Universal Flooring, a division of Universal Furniture, Limited. 

Alexander Julian will be available during market at the “Alexander Julian Home 
Colours” Showroom at Universal to discuss his inspirations and design philoso-
phies behind Patterns, and the entire Alexander Julian Home Colours Collection. 

As the preeminent lifestyle collection of fashionable home furnishings, Alexander 
Julian Home Colours has a rapidly growing roster of coordinating products. In 
addition to furniture, categories include hardwood flooring, area rugs, lamps, dec-
orative framed art, mattress sets, bedding ensembles, decorative pillows and 
throws, beach towels, bath and kitchen towel ensembles and wallcoverings. 

Universal Furniture is a major manufacturer of bedroom, dining room, and occa-
sional and upholstered furniture. The company's corporate headquarters and 
showroom are located at 2622 Uwharrie Road, High Point, North Carolina. For 
more information, call (336) 861-7200.
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FIGURE 2. Alexander Julian Accepting the 1998 Pinnacle for Major 
Collections, with Randol Smith, Mike Paus and Steve Russell

ALEXANDER JULIAN 

Alexander Julian approaches design with an artist’s eve, an architect’s vision and a 
philosopher’s intellect. His work is a compilation of who he is today and the 
diversified and exciting experiences he’s embraced along the way. 

Born and raised in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, he learned about style, business 
and people early in life. His father’s clothing store, Julian’s College Shop, was a 
virtual classroom for young Alex. A quick study, he was apparel manager by the 
age of 16 and had already tried his hand at clothing design. 

In 1975. Alex moved to New York City with the goal of winning a prestigious Coty 
Award before age 30. He achieved that goal and received four additional Cotys, 
making him the youngest designer ever inducted into the Coty Hall of Fame. Alex 
was also one of the first to win the CFDA Award, receiving that honor in 1981. 
Subsequently he received two Cutty Sark Menswear Awards and the Cutty Sark 
Career Achievement Award before age 40. 

Alex broke new ground when he became the first American clothing designer to 
design his own exclusive fabrics. His textile design is part of the Smithsonian’s 
permanent collection. In 1981, he created the renowned collection of men’s 
sportswear known as “Colours” by Alexander Julian. 
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His innovative and intrinsic use of color, a Julian signature, brings continuity to 
each of his creations. Today, Alexander Julian’s designs are available through a 
multitude of licensed products. 

The 1994 launch of his 150-piece furniture collection, under the Alexander Juiian 
Home Colours" label, was the most successful introduction in the history of The 
International Home Furnishings Market in High Point, NC. HOME Magazine hon-
ored the collection two years in a row with its American Furniture Award. In the 
short time since its debut, “Home Colours” has evolved into a full line of home 
furnishings and accents that create an easygoing, casual lifestyle. In addition to 
furniture, the ever-expanding product line includes: area rugs, hardwood flooring, 
wall coverings, decorative pillows and throws, lamps, decorative art, mattress sets 
and bed linens, beach towels and bath and kitchen towel ensembles. 

“Colours by Alexander Julian” encompasses a rapidly growing range of apparel 
and accessories. Products include: Sportswear, neckwear, underwear, hosiery, 
sleepwear and robes, leather, jewelry, accessories, outerwear and eyewear. 

A well-rounded designer, Alex believes everything can be enhanced with color 
and design. He won the A.I.A. Award in 1991 for the 14-colour “Knight's Castle” 
baseball stadium of Charlotte. NC. Alex was the first in his field to design profes-
sional and college sports uniforms. Credits include: The Charlotte Hornets NBA 
team and the University of North Carolina Tarheels men's and women's basketball 
teams. The designer created the entire color concept and design for the cars, rac-
ing suits and pit crew of team Mario and Michael Andretti and Nigel Mansell of 
Indy fame. 

Alex colors the entertainment industry as well. He has designed wardrobes for a 
number of movies including “Round Midnight” and Robert Dolman’s “The 
Player.” Among his celebrity clients are: Bill Cosby, Jerry Seinfeld, Paul Newman, 
Michael J. Fox and Harry Connick, Jr. 

The designer's strong belief that creativity is essential in preparing children for life 
and work in the 21st century prompted him to create a foundation to encourage 
and strengthen arts and education programs for young people. Today, The Alex-
ander Julian Foundation for Aesthetic Understanding & Appreciation helps sup-
port these innovative programs through grantmaking and technical assistance 
initiatives. 

Alex is a frequent spokesperson for the NALAA (National Assembly for Local Arts 
Agencies). He is on the board of directors of the International Design Conference 
of Aspen, CO, and the American Council for the Arts. 

Alex resides in Connecticut with his wife, Meagan, and their children. He enjoys 
vintage jazz, tennis, biking, hiking, parenting and color. 
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Monogram 475

Finalist—Major Collections

Designer Blake Tovin
57 Burd Street, Nyack, NY   10960
Tel. (914) 358-3173 Fax (914) 358-3124

Manufacturer The Lane Company
P. O. Box 151, Altavista, VA 24517
Tel. (804) 369-3789 Fax (804) 369-3629
Contact: Stephen Giles, Merchandise Manager

Retail Price $1,199 for Bed

FIGURE 3. Monogram 475, The Lane Company, Blake Tovin

Monogram's style was inspired by designs from a simpler time. A time when hon-
esty, and integrity were the most valued traits in society. The furniture that 
reflected these times was straightforward and often was governed by the theory 
that “form followed function.” 
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FIGURE 4. Blake Tovin

Monogram’s appeal comes from this straightforward approach to design. The 
cases have very little ornamentation. The look comes from simple mouldings, cop-
perish/brass pulls, exaggerated crowns and, of course, the natural beauty of the 
wood. These elements are given a 90’s freshness with metal items (one bed has a 
unique branch motif), soft architectural features (exaggerated crown and dentil 
molding) and a rich Merlot (476) finish. 

The case pieces vary in their basic drawer design. Some have a molded frame (-16 
& -03) while some utilize a clean front (-07, -14, -15 & -31). Also, some cases 
have a molding detail on the base while others have a cleaner base and a heavier, 
more exaggerated crown. This breakup throughout the bedroom offers a mixabil-
ity that gets away from the cookie cutter mentality, while still allowing a consumer 
to “suit it up” 

The 476 Merlot finish is right on with today's look and feel. Its plum tint has a 
slight sand-through effect that provides a wood value. It provides a nice accent to 
475 Monogram cherry or is available as the bedroom way. The success of darker 
finishes can be seen on the market in Baker's Barbara Barry's Collection and Barn-
yards Embassy Row. There are also enough items offered in 476 Merlot that a cus-
tomer could achieve a dramatic, rich, dark feel.
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The Lane Company 1998 

The Lane Company has been providing fine furniture to the American market 
since 1912. From its origin in manufacturing cedar chests, the company is now a 
full line source for residential furniture. Currently, Lane sells its products in 49 
countries worldwide, as well as the United States. 

Recognized as a fashion leader for many years, Lane continues to lead the market 
with timely designs and exciting new products. Lane has a major showroom com-
plex in High Point, North Carolina, and designer showrooms in Washington, DC; 
Dania, Florida; Chicago, Illinois; San Francisco, California; and Troy, Michigan. 
Lane is a division of Furniture Brands International, America’s largest furniture 
manufacturer.

Maple Creek 4000

Finalist—Major Collections

Designer Ron Stilwell, ASFD, and Max Waters
Stilwell Associates
628 Harper Avenue, P.O. Box 1735 Lenoir, NC   28645
Tel. (828) 758-4216 Fax (828) 358-2896

Manufacturer Kimball Home Furniture
2704 North Newton Street, Jasper, IN   47549
Tel. (800) 482-1616 Fax (800) 634-5462
Contact: Robert Cribbs, Director Marketing

Retail Price $1,373 for Drawer Chest
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FIGURE 5. Maple Creek 4000, Kimball Home Furniture, Designed by Stilwell 
Associates, ASFD

Kimball Home To lntroduce Solid Maple Collection

Kimball Home Furniture has introduced 38 new dining, bedroom and occasional 
designs in solid maple at the April 1998 International Home Furnishings Market 
(IHFC Main Building, Space M731). 

Maple Creek joins Kimball’s growing line of solid wood home furniture collec-
tions. Cherry Falls and Oak Meadow were introduced last April; Pine debuted in 
October. 

Designed by Ron Stilwell of Stilwell Associates, Inc., Lenoir, NC, Maple Creek is 
priced in the middle- to upper-middle range. Like the other Kimball Home collec-
tions, it meets the consumer wants and needs revealed through recent research:   
versatility and extra storage space. 

“Yes, Maple Creek is very livable'-but it also has a dramatic, highly distinctive 
look,” declares Stilwell. This furniture is inspired by traditional European Country 
styling; you can see echoes of the Victorian Age. And the collection is very eclec-
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tic--designs complement each other, but they can also stand alone or even blend 
with other styles.”

Generous in scale, this furniture is enhanced with a rich maple finish which has 
been burnished, antiqued and distressed. Decorative rosettes, lion's paw feet, 
reeded legs and bun feet, broken pediment arches, chamfered corners and anti-
qued brass hardware are some of the unifying design elements.

Maple Creek is a very textural collection, contrasting “cool” materials with the 
warmth of solid maple. The Pediment Sideboard, for example, features faux mar-
ble top insets and a glass shelf--plus it's designed to accommodate the wrought-
iron-and-wood lronsmith Hutch. 

This collection is also very diverse, a fact which may be best illustrated by a survey 
of its beds. 

Maple Creek offers four: the Jenny Lind-inspired Somerset Bed, the curvaceous 
Lafayette Sleigh Bed, the graceful Sienna Poster Bed and the stalwart Pediment 
Bed. 

“Each of these beds has a very distinct look,” Stilwell agrees. “The style a home-
owner chooses will determine the personality of her entire bedroom. Together, the 
Maple Creek beds are something of a history lesson--each is inspired by a classic 
design from a different era.” 

For all its nostalgic influences, Maple Creek doesn't neglect the needs of modern 
life. The graceful Home Office Center is designed to accommodate all the bells 
and whistles of the computer age--it even features such unexpected extras as a 
built-in diskette holder and a bulletin board. 

The entire Kimball Home line is based on the fact that people want furniture they 
can really live with,” says Sales and Marketing Director Robert Cribbs. “It has to 
make their lives easier. Maple Creek is certainly designed to do that, plus it has a 
unique look that will appeal to a lot of people. Retailers who got a preview of this 
collection have been thrilled. No doubt about it--this furniture is going to sell.” 

Ron Stilwell's Maple Creek Adds Distinction and Versatility to Kimball Home

During the April 1998 Market in High Point, NC, designer Ron Stilwell's latest cre-
ations made their debut. Maple Creek--featuring 38 dining room, bedroom and 
occasional pieces joined Kimball Home's growing line of Stilwell-designed solid 
wood home furniture collections. 

Maple Creek has a dramatic, highly distinctive look inspired red by traditional 
European Country styling. Generous in scale, this furniture is very textural, con-
trasting “cool” materials like glass and wrought iron with the warmth of solid 
maple.



Maple Creek 4000

20 Pinnacle Award Finalist Information

FIGURE 6. Ron Stilwell, ASFD

True to the Kimball Home philosophy, Maple Creek meets consumer wants and 
needs revealed through recent research: function versatility and extra storage 
space. And Stilwell’s own preference for eclecticism can be seen--these designs 
complement each other, but they can also stand alone or even blend with other 
styles. 

Creating these designs for Kimball Home has been very exciting,” says the 52-
year-old president of Stilwell Associates, Inc. in Lenoir, NC. “I'm very proud of 
Kimball's success and growth. They challenge and inspire me; professional rela-
tionships like this keep me on the cutting edge of furniture design.” 

Stilwell earned his architectural applied science degree in 1965 from Catawba 
Valley Community College in Hickory, NC. Since that time, he has enjoyed a mul-
tifaceted career.

Just after finishing his degree, Stilwell found his first job in the design department 
at Drexel Furniture Company in Drexel, NC, where he worked for a year. He then 
spent the next five years as a designer for Bassett Furniture Industries in Bassett, 
VA. While there, Stilwell gained invaluable experience in furniture production 
and studied under world-renowned designer and consultant Leo Jiranek. 

1972 brought an exciting change into Stilwell's life. After working with Consoli-
dated Furniture lndustries in Lenoir, NC, he branched out on his own and formed 
his design firm, Stilwell Associates, Inc. His client list soon included such names 
as American Drew, Cochrane Furniture, O'Sullivan lndustries and George B. Bent 
Company. 
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Having achieved high recognition throughout the industry, Stilwell has numerous 
accolades under his belt. In 1987 he won the highly-esteemed Daphne Award for 
his American Independence Collection for American Drew. In 1996, he served as 
president of the American Society of Furniture Designers. 

Today, Stilwell works in close partnership with Max Waters, his Director of Engi-
neering. Waters joined the firm in April of 1997 after 29 years with Singer Furni-
ture re Company.

Stilwell is committed to providing clients with value and service when creating his 
designs. Additionally, his furniture moves smoothly through the factory, performs 
well at retail, and offers consumers exceptional selection. 

His first two Kimball Home collections, Cherry Falls and Oak Meadow, were 
introduced in April 1997. Pine Mountain debuted in October 1997. 

"Kimball and Stilwell Associates have become the perfect match," Stilwell 
declares. “Their ideas about what sells furniture are consistently in line with my 
design concepts, and that inevitably spells 'success? I look forward to a continued 
relationship with Kimball, and I'm especially excited about Maple Creek's debut. 
I'm certain it will be as well-received as our other collections.” 

A native of Valdese, NC, Stilwell lives in Lenoir with his wife Cecelia. Married for 
over 31 years, the couple has a son, Seth (who will join Stilwell Associates after he 
graduates from North Carolina State University) and a daughter, Emily. Stilwell 
enjoys tennis and snow skiing in his spare time. 

Encounter

Finalist—Major Collections

Designer Ed Tobin
1144 Kendall Mill Road, Thomasville, NC   27360
Tel. (336) 475-9631 Fax (336) 475-9631

Manufacturer Thomasville Furniture Industries
P. O. Box 339, Thomasville, NC 27361
Tel. (336) 476-2387 Fax (336) 476-2319
David Scarangella, Director Marketing

Retail Price $2,999 Bedroom; $3,999 Dining Room
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FIGURE 7. Encounter, Thomasville Furniture Inds., Designed by Ed Tobin

Presenting Encounter. Thomasville’s 47-piece contemporary collection for bed-
room, dining room and living room. Encounter is sleek, blond and beautiful -- 
made of ash solids and quartered ash veneers with a soft, natural-looking finish 
called Quartz. 

It is elegant simplicity at its best - in the contemporary idiom, with Shaker-like 
qualities. Hardware and metal trim, which feature a brushed-platinum toned finish 
are simple and unobtrusive. Encounter is clean, modern and straightforward, 
reflecting today’s casual, no-nonsense design attitude. Its simple lines are 
enhanced by some of today’s most popular architectural references: frosted-glass 
inserts; gently bowed fronts and rounded corners; optional black granite tops on 
selected pieces; brushed "platinum" hardware and trim. Encounter even offers a 
stylish "mini-skirt" slipcovered dining chair among its chair options. 

Thomasville recognizes that today’s consumers want options for their homes. We 
feel that contemporary designs don’t appeal only to the younger generation. 
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Therefore, the expression "lts not an age, it’s an attitude" has been ascribed as the 
collection’s motto. 

A104 Group

Winner—Stationary Upholstery

Designer Debra Halsey
1756 Wellington Avenue. Newton, NC  28658
Tel. (828) 465-1803 Fax (828) 465-1803

Manufacturer Alexvale Furniture, Inc.
Hwy. 90, P.O. Box 817, Taylorsville, NC   28681
Tel. (828) 632-9774 Fax (828) 632-5195
Contact: Elaine M. Bolick, Director of Merchandizing

Retail Price $1,099
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FIGURE 8. Debra Halsey Accepts the Pinnacle from Michael Chazin, UDM 
Magazine
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FIGURE 9. A104 Group, Alexvale Furniture, designed by Debra Halsey

A104 GROUP 

Alexvale’s style #A104-86 imparts a clean, casual statement of fashion while 
retaining a softer, more inviting look which is in high demand by today’s con-
sumer. The 86" length has the same available interior seating as comparable sofas 
measuring up to 94" in length. This allows for more flexibility within the con-
sumer’s home as well as in delivery by the retailer. The use of modified geometric 
shapes such as the half round arm, wedge shaped back, and angle cut legs suggest 
a more straight-forward and simple approach to design. The unique upholstery 
technique rendered at the top of the front legs complements the more stylized 
wrapped detail without becoming contrived. The five toss pillows complete the 
design by adding softness and depth to the style perspective. 

The mission of Alexvale Furniture, Inc. is to develop, market, manufacture and 
deliver the highest quality upholstered and occasional furniture available to our 
valued domestic and international customers utilizing distinctive design, manu-
facturing excellence, product durability and affordable pricing. 

With corporate offices located in Taylorsville, North Carolina and four (4) manu-
facturing facilities located in the Taylorsville and Hickory area, the company 
employs over 550 committed and empowered employees within the surrounding 
area. 
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Additionally, marketing and sales professionals are located throughout the United 
States and strategic international locations to provide service and to assure timely 
distribution of products to our domestic customers and select markets throughout 
the world. 

Beginning operation in July 1976, six styles of contemporary and traditional prod-
ucts were manufactured and sold. Initially producing fully upholstered and 
exposed wood products, the company continued to define the Alexvale brand 
through extensive and continuous design and product development innovations. 
In 1988, Alexvale acquired Hickory-Fry Furniture, Inc. to fulfill customers’ 
requirements for eight-way hand-tied furniture in the upper medium to higher 
price range. Hickory-Fry, one of the area’s most reputable manufacturers for over 
60 years, has been distinguished by its consummate product quality.

Further growth occurred in June 1992 when, upon customer demand and with the 
adoption and implementation of innovative manufacturing methods improve-
ments, the Company purchased additional manufacturing facilities for the intro-
duction of a new product line.

Entering the 90’s with a reengineered approach to upholstered product marketing, 

Alexvale formed the Occasional Division in Fall 1994 in order to differentiate its 
product offerings from those of other traditional upholstery suppliers. The com-
pany’s familiarity with and utilization of key off-shore suppliers since 1981 
enabled a natural transition into this new marketing plan. In 1997, Alexvale 
acquired a primary frame supplier enabling more effective internal control of 
frame development, quality assurance and finished product delivery.

Continuing its commitment to aggressive new product design and development, 
Alexvale welcomed the talent and experience of Ms Debra Halsey in May 1997. 
Upon joining the Merchandising-Design Staff, Ms Halsey immediately began 
designing and revising the rapidly growing occasional product lines and success-
fully coordinating these styles with upholstery collections. As Director of Design 
reporting directly to the Vice President of Sales and Marketing and, while continu-
ing to collaborate in design emphasis within the growing Occasional Division, Ms 
Halsey is directing a natural transition into upholstered product design to create 
marriages between table and other    occasional styles with new and existing 
upholstered seating products. 
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A179 Group

Finalist—Stationary Upholstery

Designer Debra Halsey
1756 Wellington Avenue, Newton, NC 28658
Tel. (828) 465-1803 Fax (828) 465-1803

Manufacturer Alexvale Furniture, Inc.
Hwy. 90, P.O. Box 817 Taylorsville, NC   28681
Tel. (828) 632-9774 Fax (828) 632-5195
Contact: Elaine M. Bolick, Director of Merchandising

Retail Price $999

FIGURE 10. A179 Group, Alexvale Furniture, Designed by Debra Halsey

The success of the A079 collection from Alexvale has been in part a result of the 
resurgence in popularity of the Art Deco style. With a fresh approach to design 
characterized by graceful flowing curves, the silhouette of this group is true Deco 
fashion. Plush padding in the slightly exaggerated arms enhance the dramatic fea-
tures of the modified triple arch back. The side perspective indicates a gentle dec-
lination and a slight convergence to the arm offering comfortable lounging. The 
reversible arm pillows are highlighted on one side by a centered square button 
and welt lines originating in the corners terminating in the center. The opposite 
side features a square button centered which creates a neat and simplistic effect 
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with fabric. Clean, elegant lines and simplistic flowing curves make the scale of 
this design truly Deco. This group blends fashion with livability. 

Library Sofa

Finalist—Stationary Upholstery

Designer Bruce Ward
221 Overbrook Drive, Winston-Salem, NC 27107
Phone: 336/769-0001

Manufacturer Pearson (Division of Lane)
1420 Progress Avenue High Point, NC 27260
Phone: 910/882-8135 FAX: 910/885-5508

Retail Price $2,852-$5,869

FIGURE 11. Library Sofa, Pearson, designed by Bruce Ward

This sofa is best described as the Pearson look. An original frame design of casual 
sophistication, built of the highest quality materials. This sofa features the fine tai-
loring for which Pearson has become well known. The library sofa, as we have 
named it, features a tight framed shaped back, outlined with large brass nail trim 
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or double welt; a saddle arm (another Pearson original), outlined in small brass 
nails or double welt; plush seating in customer’s choice of Pearson seating 
options; turned front legs; and, exposed back legs available in any of Pearson’s 30 
wood finishes.

This sofa is available in all fabric, fabric/leather combination, or all leather in the 
customer’s choice of Pearson’s fabrics and leathers, or customer’s own fabric and/
or leather. 

Pearson is an exceptional value for today’s discriminating upholstery customer.

FIGURE 12. Bruce Ward

Designer Biography —Bruce Ward

Married, Wife Kara 

Son, Ian 

Daughter, Kaitlin

1975 Graduate, Kendall College of Art and Design 

I am designer in charge of New Product Development for Pearson, hand-tailored 
upholstery. Pearson, a division of Lane, is located in High Point, NC. 
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438 Westport

Finalist—Stationary Upholstery

Designer Jack Lewis, ASFD
809 Scarlet Oak Dr. Monroe, MI 48162
Phone: 734/457-2294 Fax (734) 457-3411

Manufacturer La-Z-Boy Inc.
1284 No. Telegraph Road, Monroe, MI 48162
Phone: 734/457-2003 FAX: 734/457-3411
Contact: VP of Merchandising

Retail Price $1,100-$1,200

FIGURE 13. 438 Westport, La-Z-Boy Inc., Designed by Jack Lewis, ASFD

La-Z-Boy’s “Westport” combines a unique interpretation of European design along 
with generous scale and superior comfort. The plump cushions and sleek, amply 
scaled, low arms provide a gentle blend of soft curves and clean lines. The 
optional contrasting welt detail accentuates the stylish symmetry of the design and 
highlights the front posts. “Westport” comes standard with two sets of correlate 
throw pillows, and is also available as a loveseat and pressback recliner. “West-
port” – a new expression of style from La-Z-Boy’s American Home Collection.
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FIGURE 14. Jack Lewis, ASFD

Headquartered in Monroe, MI., La-Z-Boy is the nation’s leading manufacturer of 
upholstered furniture. In addition to the company’s world famous recliners, La-Z-
Boy also produces motion sofas, sleep sofas, modular furniture and leather uphol-
stery, as well as stationary sofas and chairs from the American Home Collection.

407 Metro

Winner—Motion Upholstery

Designer Jack Lewis, ASFD
809 Scarlet Oak Dr. Monroe, MI 48162
Phone: 734/457-2294 Fax (734) 457-3411
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Manufacturer La-Z-Boy Inc.
1284 No. Telegraph Road Monroe, MI 48162
Phone: 734/457-2003 FAX: 734/457-3411
Contact: VP of Merchandising

Retail Price $599 Sofa

FIGURE 15. 407 Metro, La-Z-Boy Inc., designed by Jack Lewis, ASFD

Taking its lead from the clean, simple silhouettes found in today’s contemporary 
and ‘retro upholstery, “Metro” is truly a breath of fresh air in motion sofas. The 
seats and backs are designed to be super-soft, much more ‘stationary in feel than a 
typical motion sofa. The arms are well padded and are accented by a contrasted 
welt detail, while the discreet latch release complements the seamless, unclut-
tered design. Also available as a extra-wide reclining chair, “Metro” displays 
uncommon style and sophistication in a genuine La-Z-Boy motion sofa.

Headquartered in Monroe, MI., La-Z-Boy is the nation’s leading manufacturer of 
upholstered furniture. In addition to the company’s world famous recliners, La-Z-
Boy also produces motion sofas, sleep sofas, modular furniture and leather uphol-
stery, as well as stationary sofas and chairs from the American Home Collection.
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FIGURE 16. Jack Lewis, ASFD



464 Carlyle

34 Pinnacle Award Finalist Information

FIGURE 17. Jack Lewis, ASFD Accepting Pinnacle Award from John Patrick, 
Leggett & Platt

464 Carlyle

Finalist—Motion Upholstery

Designer Jack Lewis, ASFD
809 Scarlet Oak Dr. Monroe, MI 48162
Phone: 734/457-2294 Fax (734) 457-3411

Manufacturer La-Z-Boy Inc.
1284 No. Telegraph Road Monroe, MI 48162
Phone: 734/457-2003 FAX: 734/457-3411
Contact: VP of Merchandising
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Retail Price $599 Sofa

FIGURE 18. 464 Carlyle, La-Z-Boy, Inc., designed by Jack Lewis, ASFD

“Carlyle” packs a punch with its combination of cutting-edge style and reliable 
comfort. This unique recliner features wide maple-veneer arms which flow into 
the front legs for a classic, streamlined effect. The boxed-border seat and back are 
lower in height than other recliners and are intentionally simple in design. Remi-
niscent of Deco-era chairs from the 30’s and 40’s, “Carlyle” functions as a hand-
some vignette chair as well as a terrific stand-alone item.

Headquartered in Monroe, Mich., La-Z-Boy is the nation’s leading manufacturer 
of upholstered furniture. In addition to the company’s world famous recliners, La-
Z-Boy also produces motion sofas, sleep sofas, modular furniture and leather 
upholstery, as well as stationary sofas and chairs from the American Home Collec-
tion.
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FIGURE 19. Jack Lewis, ASFD
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Cabana 996

Finalist—Motion Upholstery

Designer Kenneth C. Peacock
525 Beech Street Morristown, TN   37813
Tel. (423) 585-6104
Fax (423) 585-6104

Manufacturer Berkline Furniture
One Berkline Drive, Morristown, TN 37813
Tel. (423) 585-1500
Fax (423) 585-6104

Retail Price $999

FIGURE 20. Cabana 996, Berkline Corp., designed by Kenneth C. Peacock

BERKLINE PRODUCT EVOLUTlON 

In 1937, Berkline began manufacturing lounge chairs for Montgomery Ward. The 
first plant was a small garage in Morristown, TN. In November and December of 
1937, Berkline produced 100 chairs per week and employed 18 people. Today, 
Berkline produces 9000 units per week and employs 1500 people. 
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In 1939, Berkline started manufacturing platform rockers. In 1946, the famous 
Berk-Lock rocker and ottoman were added to the line and helped increase sales in 
excess of one million dollars for the first time in the company’s history. 

In the 1950’s, the industry’s first pillow-back recliner was introduced by Berkline. 
This recliner was the forerunner for most of today’s recliner designs. 

The Rock-A-Lounger was introduced in the 1960’s. This was a three-position 
action chair that rocked and reclined. Berkline was the first manufacturer to pro-
duce a rocking recliner without a side handle. 

The late 60’s were highlighted by the packaging of the total room concept. Coor-
dinated family room groupings which included sofa, love seat, lounge chair, 
swivel rocker, ottoman, recliner, bar, bar stools, tables and lamps were added to 
the line. This correlated exposed-wood upholstered furniture was the beginning of 
total concept merchandising. This concept gave the retailer an opportunity to 
package sales, which increased individual purchases. 

The 1970’s saw Berkline pioneer many unique innovations in the furniture indus-
try. In 1972, Berkline introduced the first Wallaway chair. The Wallaway was the 
most revolutionary invention in the history of reclining chairs. 

This patented mechanism allowed a recliner to be placed within three inches of 
the wall and still fully recline without touching the wall. This space-saving feature 
also opened the way for countless new designing possibilities. The reclining chair 
now became stylish as well as functional. 

In the mid 1970’s, Berkline introduced their "Impostor" chair. This was a Wallaway 
chair with a hidden headrest. The hidden headrest allowed for a smaller, low-pro-
file chair design. The reclining chair was now acceptable for living rooms, as well 
as family rooms. 

The 80’s saw the introduction of the T-cushion Rock-A-Lounger, a loose, reversible 
T-cushion on a rocking-reclining chair without the use of an unsightly exterior 
handle. 

Recently the mechanism designers at Berkline introduced the Featherglide Walla-
way Mechanism. 

Featherglide is an easy open, smooth operating mechanism that can be activated 
by minimal body pressure. 

The tenth anniversary of the introduction of Wallaway was celebrated in April, 
1982. Berkline introduced the T-cushion Wallaway, the first in the industry with-
out a side handle.

Product design and rigid quality standards have always set Berkline apart. Berkline 
has maintained its industry leadership through the improvement of existing prod-
ucts and the development of new products. Built into every unit is customer satis-
faction. Special equipment developed by Berkline’s research and standards 
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department is used to test all components of its merchandise. Berkline is proud of 
its innovative accomplishments in the recliner industry.

THE BERKLlNE CORPORATlON HlSTORY 

The Berkline Corporation, formed in 1937, was an outgrowth of the Berkshire Fur-
niture Company of Springfield, Massachusetts, founded by Jacob Popkin in 1928. 
Berkline’s original production facilities occupied 10,000 square feet of floor space 
and employed 18 people in Morristown, TN. 

The Berkshire Furniture Company was dissolved in 1941 and all manufacturing 
was consolidated in Morristown, Tennessee. The New England Division of Berk-
line became Berkline’s first warehouse operation and continued to be a sales and 
management office. In 1949, the California Division of Berkline was formed mov-
ing to a warehouse and office in El Segundo, California. The major product was 
the Berk-Lock rocker and ottoman. 

During the 1950’s several significant expansions occurred. Plant numbers two and 
three were added to the Morristown operation. Plant number two was opened for 
the production of the now famous "Berkliner" chair. Plant number three was uti-
lized for some manufacturing and became the prime shipping area. In 1959, the 
Berkline of Texas Division was opened in Dallas, Texas, and became a major 
warehouse and sales office. 

Berkline’s twenty-fifth anniversary in November of 1962 was marked by the dedi-
cation of a 30,500 square foot office building. This new structure became the cor-
porate headquarters and housed approximately 150 employees. During the 
1960’s, extensive expansions were made to plant number three and brought its 
size up to approximately 350,000 square feet which translates to eight acres under 
roof. 

Plant number three became Berkline’s major manufacturing facility. The 1960’s 
also brought about the establishment of 24 strategically located warehouses 
throughout the United States. 

Reorganization, as well as expansion, highlighted the 1970’s. In 1971, Berkline 
acquired their Canadian licensee and named it Berkline, Ltd. In early 1972, Berk-
line acquired Dual Manufacturing and Engineering, Inc., of Holyoke, Massachu-
setts, a manufacturer of reclining chair mechanisms. During the 70’s, Berkline also 
acquired a manufacturing plant in Livingston, Tennessee. In July of 1972, Berkline 
became a publicly-owned company. 

During the 1980’s, Berkline introduced the T-cushion Wallaway, the first in the 
industry without an unsightly side handle. Expansion continued during the 80’s 
with the opening of a plant in California. The plant added 92,000 square feet to 
Berkline’s production facilities. The plant is located in Riverside, California. 

At the present time, there are approximately 1500 full-time members of the Berk-
line family which represents an annual payroll of $24,680,869. A phenomenal 
growth pattern over the years is attributed to competent and far-sighted manage-
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ment. Other contributing factors to the steady growth of The Berkline Corporation 
is its professional sales organization, its innovative design department, and the 
high standards set for quality control and manufacturing processes. 

Today Berkline has a total plant capacity of 1,015,920 square feet. This includes 
the Morristown, Livingston, Riverside, Holyoke, and Canadian operations. The 
square footage of all plants equals 23.32 acres. 

FIGURE 21. Kenneth C. Peacock
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Preface 714-13

Winner—Bedroom

Designers Michael Warren, ASFD
Warren Associates
161 Ottawa NW, Waters Bldg, Ste.  300G, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Tel. (616) 956-7826 Fax (616) 454-4917

Gary Hokanson
1004 Oakwood Court, Martinsville, VA 24112
Tel. (540) 638-2545 Fax (540 629-4085

Manufacturer Stanley Furniture Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 30 Stanleytown, VA 24168 
Telephone 540-627-2000 Fax (540) 629-4085
Contact: Kelly Cain, Sr. V.P., Product Development & Merchandising

Retail Price $2,350

FIGURE 22. Preface 714-13, Stanley Furniture Company, designed by Gary 
Hokanson and Michael Warren, ASFD

Stanley Furniture Company suspected it had a winner on its hands when it intro-
duced the Preface wood case goods collection in October 1997, but no one--
including the retailers who gave it rave reviews-- could have predicted the tremen-
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dous success the collection has enjoyed among American consumers. This origi-
nal design has set a new style standard for lifestyle’ collections. 

Shaker influences meet the clean lines of contemporary styling in a fresh, new, 
how-you-live approach to bedroom furniture. The design takes full advantage of 
the beauty of hard maple solids and white maple veneers. A warm caramel finish 
highlights the wood grains, accented by a practical low-sheen finish. The finish 
complements today’s home color palette: warm and pretty shades, neutrals, the 
new greens and yellows. The simple, round hardware of satin-finished nickel bor-
rows from a look that’s popular in kitchen cabinetry and men’s wear accessories. 

Preface was inspired by the lifestyles of younger furniture buyers looking for furni-
ture that complements how they live in their homes. Their bedrooms are designed 
as restful havens, a counterpoint of simplicity to the complexity of life and frenetic 
daily paces. Each of Preface’s three dramatic beds becomes the room’s focal point 
without overwhelming the space. Case pieces are designed with lots of storage 
features to make keeping things neat a snap. To better accommodate TV viewing 
habits, Stanley took a unique approach to the configuration of the armoire, which 
places the TV set higher than usual. The armoire has a cut-out back panel and 
electrical outlet in the TV space; below is a storage area with doors, an adjustable 
shelf and a storage drawer at the bottom. 

The sleigh bed also has an unusual look. Its horizontal slats are an interesting 
departure from the usual vertical orientation and give a contemporary twist to this 
otherwise traditional form. A more traditional-looking spindle bed and graceful 
poster bed with just a hint of metal accenting set completely different moods. 
Night stands are offered on all-wood and metal based versions to complete a tran-
sitional or more contemporary look. Landscape and vertical mirrors, a door chest, 
drawer dresser, drawer chest and roomy 14-drawer squire’s chest complete the 
ensemble. 

Though many view the bedroom as an escape from the day, desks and computer 
workspace have become common fixtures in many master bedrooms. Preface 
offers a wide variety of home office selections that coordinate beautifully with the 
bedroom ensemble - some scaled just right for a quiet nook for conducting per-
sonal or professional business. 

From the breadth of its offering to its prices, Preface is all about value. The group 
is priced at the starting point of Stanley’s upper-medium price niche, and it packs 
a wealth of style, function and versatility at reasonable prices. The exceptional 
quality of its construction makes Preface an excellent investment. That quality is 
ensured by a fundamental commitment to continuous improvement processes, 
smaller batch sizes, random open-carton inspections and standard details like 
English dovetail drawer construction and heavy-duty drawer glides and stops. A 
smart combination of style and function, Preface is comfortable bedroom furniture 
people will find easy to live with.
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FIGURE 23. Michael Warren, ASFD and Gary Hokanson

980 Savile Row

Finalist—Bedroom

Designer Steve Hodges, ASFD
PO Box 1613 Lexington, NC 27293
Phone: 336/249-6220 FAX: 336/249-7612

Manufacturer Durham Furniture Inc.
450 Lambton Street, West Durham, Ontario N0G 1R0
Phone: 519/369-2345 FAX:519/369-6515
Contact: Orville G. Mead, President

Retail Price $4,768- $7,532
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FIGURE 24. 980 Savile Row, Durham Furniture, designed by Steve Hodges, 
ASFD

Durham Furniture’s Number 980 Savile Row collection of bedroom furniture 
recalls the halcyon days of the British Empire in its fine attention to detail and 
craftsmanship. Constructed of solid maple with a simulated Victorian mahogany 
finish, there are a number of unique and functional pieces that are at home in any 
decor. Cases feature bun-shaped and tapered feet, delicate spiral channeled rope 
mouldings and finely reeded pilasters. The hardware is based upon antique brass 
Sheraton knobs with a slightly larger backplate. Keyhole escutcheons have fine 
roping detail around the edges to match the mouldings. The chest-on-chest fea-
tures eight spacious drawers, one of which locks and has a divided felt liner for 
jewelry. Behind the two doors of the elegant armoire are four generous drawers 
(two with cedar bottoms), a hanging clothes bar, two adjustable shelves and coax-
ial cable wiring for easy television and VCR connection. The delicate dressing 
mirror, based upon a rare antique original, has two felt lined drawers. For the ulti-
mate in storage and utility, the entertainment/chifforobe has fourteen drawers, two 
pocket doors in the upper section and two conventional doors below with adjust-
able shelves.The collection features Durham’s standard solid wood construction 
which included reinforced corner blocks in all cases, mortise and tenon joinery, 
dovetailed drawer construction with wood-on-wood guides, full dust proofing and 
fitted case backs.
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FIGURE 25. Steve Hodges, ASFD

Steve Hodges is a principal in the firm of Steve Hodges Associates, Inc., a Lexing-
ton, North Carolina, furniture design firm. A freelance designer since 1975, Mr. 
Hodges has designed bedroom, dining room, occasional and upholstery in all 
styles and price points for many of the leading furniture manufacturers in North 
America.

Representative clients include American Drew, Durham Furniture, Hitchcock 
Chair, Lane, National/Mt. Airy, Nichols & Stone, Pennsylvania House, Riverside, 
Roxton and Shermag.

Hodges holds the B.F.A. in Painting and Printmaking from Virginia Common-
wealth University and a diploma in Furniture Design from the Kendall School of 
Design. He is a member and former president of the American Society of Furniture 
Designers and a member of the Industrial Designers Society of America, the 
Grand Rapids Furniture Designers Association and the Furniture History Society. 
He has written extensively about furniture design for industry publications such as 
FDM, Wood & Wood Products and Modern Woodworking.
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Wembly

Finalist—Bedroom

Designer Cliff Young, ASFD
200 Lexington Avenue, Suite 505 New York, N.Y. 10016
Tel. (212) 683-8808 Fax (212) 683-9286

Manufacturer Capeq, Inc.
825 Rue Lippman Laval, QC  H75-163 CANADA
Tel. (514) 975-1550 Fax (514) 682-5186

Retail Price $4,832

FIGURE 26. Cliff Young, ASFD
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FIGURE 27. Wembley, Capeq Inc., designed by Cliff Young, ASFD

The design of the Wembly bedroom group radiates a contemporary, yet timeless 
look. The curved fronts and compound beveled edges are soft and inviting to the 
eyes and to the touch. The legs are contemporary with a subtle nuance of a classi-
cal heritage. 

The Wembly bedroom group is offered in a selection of exotic veneers such as 
Birds Eye Maple, Curly Maple and Anigre, as well as natural and stained Birch. 

The armoire can accommodate up to a 32" diagonal television, and the drawers 
are all roomy and easily accessible. 

Finally, the low cost to our dealers combined with its outstanding craftsmanship 
make the Wembly bedroom group an economical purchase which consumers will 
enjoy for many years to come. 

Cliff Young is the designer of the Wembly bedroom group. 

Cliff Young is president and founder of one of the largest contemporary furniture 
showrooms in New York, Cliff Young, Ltd. Cliff Young’s perseverance and talent 
have been the driving force which have enabled him to be at the forefront of 
American contemporary furniture design for almost half a century. 

As a young boy growing up on Manhattan’s Lower East Side, Cliff was always 
interested in the arts. After serving during the Korean conflict, Cliff was eager to 
return to the furniture industry and begin designing. 
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He enrolled in classes at the Art Career Institute, specializing in lndustrial Design, 
and worked as a furniture salesman in order to pay for his education. Jack L. 
Block, the President of Carlton House-Peck & Hills took notice of Cliff’s dedica-
tion and talent and gave him his first big opportunity, designing casegoods for Red 
Lion Furniture.

As his career began to flourish, Cliff wanted a place where his ideas and designs 
could take shape without compromise. In 1970, he opened Cliff Young, Ltd. Cliff 
continued to expand and moved into N.Y. Design Center. Cliff Young, Ltd., cur-
rently showcases 8,000 square feet of sophisticated contemporary designs. 

Cliff has dedicated his career and most of his life to the furniture industry and 
shows his gratitude for the many opportunities afforded him through the industry 
and public service. He is an active member of the American Society of Furniture 
Designers and an avid supporter of the Greater New York Home Furniture Associ-
ation. Perhaps his most important contribution has been his dedication to further-
ing the education of young designers. He served as a teacher at the Jiranek School 
of Design and often hosts luncheons and lectures for students from Pratt, F.I.T., the 
New York School of lnterior Design and Parsons. Cliff Has genuine interest in 
offering advice and help to members of our industry, a trait that has enabled him 
to be a guiding light for the many people who have looked to him for career 
advice and personal direction. While not at work, Cliff aids individuals suffering 
from alcohol and substance abuse problems. 

In 1995 Cliff Young was honored by The Greater New York Home Furniture Asso-
ciation as the "Furniture Man of the Year.

Cliff has two daughters, Leslie and Jill, of whom he is most proud. 
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LeBistro

Winner—Casual Dining

Designer Tim Annas
P.O. Box 605, Hudson, N.C. 28638
Tel. (828) 728-3261 Fax (828) 726-8614

Manufacturer Kincaid Furniture Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 605, Hudson, N.C. 28638
Tel. (828) 728-3261 Fax (828) 726-8614
Contact: Steven M. Kincaid, President

Retail Price $311-1,107

FIGURE 28. LeBistro, Kincaid Furniture Co., Designed by Tim Annas

Features of 90-000 The LeBistro

• Constructed of solid cherry, oak, maple and metal

• Styling is casual elegance dining 

• Design features include hand bent wrought iron

• Available casual dining only 

• All table tops are 5/4 

• Drawer fronts, end panels, and case tops are 4/4 



LeBistro

50 Pinnacle Award Finalist Information

• Casual antiqued hardware, key and back plate for door treatments, an authen-
tic key escutcheon adds finishing touch to collection. 

• Solid raised panel doors with shaped panel. 

• Finishing includes multiple steps, including extensive hand distressing, rasping, 
dry brushing, worm holing, highlighting, hand padding, and flyspecking. 

Table Tops 

Come in 32" round, 40" square, 44" round, and 54" round 

Bar Stools 

Come in both 24" and 30 " heights. 

Huntboards 

Have removable wine racks, wood shelf, and silverware tray. 

Bakers Rack 

Includes two wood shelves and a removable stemware holder. 

Etagere 

Has four wood shelves 
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FIGURE 29. Tim Annas Accepting Pinnacle Award for LeBistro
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FIGURE 30. Tim Annas

Ruskin 1400-2400

Finalist—Casual Dining

Designer John W. Caldwell, ASFD
901 El Centro Street South Pasadena, CA 91030
Phone: 626/799-1175 FAX: 626/799-4579

Manufacturer Tropitone
5 Marconi, Irvine, CA  92618
Tel. (949) 951-2010 Fax (949) 951-0716
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Retail Price $350

FIGURE 31. Ruskin 1400-2400 Tropitone, Designed by John Caldwell, ASFD

Tropitone Furniture Company introduces the Ruskin Dining Chair. Though most 
cast aluminum furniture is of a decorative ornate nature, Ruskin’s design reflects 
the cleaner styling characteristic of the American Arts and Crafts movement. The 
legs feature a subtle tapering, while the chair back offers a simple, yet striking, pat-
tern that has become the hallmark of this important movement.

Constructed from a solid sand cast aluminum frame (sides, seat & back) with 
welded extruded cross members, Ruskin is available in 7 multi-step, antique fin-
ishes. Each finish features a powder coat base with oven baked liquid antiques 
and a final protective clear coat. 

Ruskin is one of four designs found in the Bel Esprit Collection of Cast Furniture by 
Tropitone.

Tropitone Furniture Company manufactures aluminum casual furniture for the res-
idential and commercial markets. The company’s hallmark is all-aluminum, fully 
welded frames, for furniture that is remarkable durable and guaranteed never to 
rust.
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FIGURE 32. John W. Caldwell, ASFD
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Renaissance

Finalist—Casual Dining

Designer Dan Wistehuff
5501-C Adams Farm Lane, Greensboro, NC 27407
Tel. (336) 299-2227 Fax (336) 855-3799

Manufacturer Thomasville Furniture Industries, Inc.
P.O. Box 339. Thomasville, North Carolina 27361-0339 
Phone: 336-476-2387 Fax: (336) 476-2319

Contact: Dave Scarangella, Director Marketing

Retail Price $1,995 (Table and 4 chairs)

FIGURE 33. Renaissance, Thomasville Furniture Industries, Designed by Dan 
Wistehuff

Imagine the view from the balcony of an elegant hotel overlooking the azure Med-
iterranean which is dotted with yachts and fishing boats vying for position along 



Trafalgar Square

56 Pinnacle Award Finalist Information

the shore. The sun shines differently in this place. The fragrance of the gardens 
here are just a bit more vivid than any your mind can recall. This memorable vista 
was the inspiration behind the Riviera lronworks dining ensemble.

The contours of the casual, yet elegant table and chairs are a medley as graceful 
waves made of wrought iron which forms the table base and chair frame. The 
table base is a combination of scrolls and an intricate mariner’s knot design. The 
base almost appears to be fashioned of rope, not iron. The table top is made of 
inlaid fossil stone with an intricate sunburst pattern in the center. 

The finish on the iron is called Grand Balcony and features a heavily textured 
beige paint finish that appears to be worn through in selected areas to emulate the 
weathered, rusty brown metal surface so prevalent among the ubiquitous balco-
nies along the Mediterranean coasts of France and Italy. 

Food simply tastes different - always better than average - when eaten at this table. 
The inspiration for this table design comes from a place where casual dining is not 
merely eating... it’s an art form. 

Trafalgar Square

Winner—Formal Dining

Designer Charles Cain
4016 Baytree Court, High Point, NC 27260
Tel. (336) 884-0154 Fax (336) 884-0154

Manufacturer Thomasville Furniture Industries, Inc.
P.O. Box 339. Thomasville, North Carolina 27361-0339 
Phone: 336-476-2387 Fax: (336) 476-2319
Contact: Dave Scarangella, Director Marketing

Retail Price $5,995
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FIGURE 34. Trafalgar Square, Thomasville Furniture Industries, Designed by 
Charles Cain

Thomasville’s Trafalgar Square collection reflects its 18th Century roots in every 
elegant detail. As the gracious dining table confirms, the cabriole leg with bell 
flower carving and serpentine shape are perfectly adapted for today’s interiors. 
Made of selected hardwoods and intricate mahogany veneers.

Trafalgar Square features a low-sheen Antique Windsor finish that closely emu-
lates the patina of fine antiques. Note the table top which features a reverse dia-
mond match pattern and quartered mahogany border with thin inlays of black 
pear and maple veneer.

The dining room in this collection features a choice of three chair styles - a tradi-
tional splat back, upholstered back and a slipcovered side chair, dressed from top 
to toe in a printed-cotton fabric that ties daintily dawn the back. The upper section 
of the china features four, beveled-glass doors with touch dimmers for the halogen 
lights; the lower section has four drawers (with drop-in silver tray and flat pad in 
the divided top drawer) and two doors. The sideboard, with optional gallery rail, is 
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a stately piece with a 40-inch high serving/display area. Particularly noteworthy is 
the color of the metal hardware - an aged silver finish that is a terrific complement 
to prized pewter and silver tableware so popular in today’s dining rooms. 

This elegant, dining room aptly illustrates the adage that good design never goes 
out of fashion. It is truly as livable as it is lovely.

FIGURE 35. David Scarangella, Thomasville Furniture Industries, accepts the 
Pinnacle for Charles Cain
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Cortina

Finalist—Formal Dining

Designer James Dipersia, ASFD
196 High Street, Closter, NJ   07624
Tel. (201) 768-0644

Manufacture Excelsior Designs, Inc.
1980 New Highway, Farmingdale, NY 11735
Tel. (516) 249-8484 Fax (516) 249-9460
Contact: Steve Kayne, President

Retail Price $7,995 (With buffet)

FIGURE 36. Cortina, Excelsior Designs Inc., Designed by James DiPersia

Description: • Cathedral or Flame Cherry with Madrona Burl Inlays 

• Satin Finish Polyester 

The "Modern Movement" was the inspiration for the Cortina Dining Group, 
designed by James DiPersia. 

The ergonomics of the wood (“not overly processed ") was used with a satin finish 
to defuse the light and Iet the grain drift over the physical form of the pieces. 
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Excelsior Design executed the project with correctness that begins with astute 
craftsmanship and ends with a classic. 

James DiPersia, a native New Yorker, received his degree in Art and Design, which 
he majored in throughout his academic career. 

His father, a cabinet maker, sparked an early interest in furniture design. “You have 
to conceive it, build it, display it and sell it,” to understand the psychology of fur-
niture design. 

James designs for seven major manufacturers of case goods and upholstery 
(including leather), in the United States, Canada and Italy. He also enjoys doing 
large custom projects for many sports and entertainment personalities. James' lat-
est projects, both in upholstery and case goods, will be shown both at the fall 
1998 and spring 1999 markets in High Point, N.C., and also at the Canadian mar-
kets.

FIGURE 37. James DiPersia, ASFD
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C2 Group 1807 Series

Winner—Home Office

Designer Jack Kelley, ASFD
Studio 222
PO Box 222
Grand Haven, MI 49417
Phone: 616/846-5660 FAX: 616/846-5801

Manufacturer Sligh Furniture Co.
1201 Industrial Avenue
Holland, MI 49423
Phone: 616/392-7101 FAX: 616/392-9495

Retail Price $3,044 (for 6 piece group)

FIGURE 38. C2 Group 1807 Series, Sligh Furniture Co., Designed by Jack 
Kelley, ASFD

Product information 

Sligh is a leader in developing furnishings that help create productive home office 
environments. The company's home office furnishings fall into three categories: 
traditional desk/credenza and L-shaped configurations designed for dedicated 
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rooms and multi-functional modular pieces designed to blend seamlessly into 
dedicated rooms as well as areas that aren’t reserved exclusively for work. 

C2 (pronounced “C squared”), Sligh's modular home office group, can be used to 
create a wide variety of functional configurations, from simple desks to highly effi-
cient workstations that work beautifully in any home office. C2 utilizes the indus-
try's first inter-connected modular home office system (introduced by Sligh), 
consisting of nineteen components featuring complementary functions that satisfy 
all storage, work surface and computer needs. This inter-connection reduces struc-
ture redundancy, lowers the price and adds value. These modules were designed 
to work with hundreds of different computer sizes, components and configura-
tions. Since the group's introduction in October 1997, sales have exploded and 
are still continuing to increase. The modules include a corner desk and straight 
desktop, each of which features a flip down keyboard drawer with relocatable 
palm rest, wire management capabilities and a surge suppressor with built in 
phone jack. Also available is a peninsula desk for creating “L” shaped work sur-
faces. The peninsula has a center utility drawer that can be opened from either 
side for maximum versatility. There's also a three drawer vertical file, two drawer 
lateral file, a closed cabinet for storage, an upper deck unit with doors, a corner 
deck to keep books and reference materials within reach, an utility/entertainment 
cabinet, two shelving bridges, an entertainment stand, a drawer storage file unit, 
upper and lower corner connectors and upper and lower open bookcases. The 
other pieces are end panels that support the three desk components in user 
selected configurations. All modules connect together presenting a seamless uni-
form appearance, also allowing the user to add to their system at any time to meet 
their expanding needs. C2 is crafted of hardwood solids and veneers in Sligh's 
Natural Cherry finish. 

The look is contemporary, but with casual overtones, a style that complements any 
home. 

Designer Biography

Jack Kelley has been a design consultant to Sligh Furniture Co. for over ten years. 
As a researcher, inventor and industrial designer, he has focused his career on 
working environments both commercial and at home. Holder of over 50 U.S. pat-
ents, he has brought forth many innovations that have provided countless benefits 
to the user and the manufacturers of his concepts. Jack's initial contribution to the 
computer oriented office was by designing the world's first mouse pad in 1969 for 
Dr. Doug Engelbart (the inventor of the mouse) at Stanford Research Institute in 
Menlo Park, California. Since then, he has brought forth several award winning 
modular office systems as well as ergonomically effective products that support 
the way individuals like to work, particularly with technology. Sligh's home office 
products have been nationally recognized for their outstanding blend of aesthetics 
and functionality as a result of Jack's design leadership.
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FIGURE 39. Jack Kelley, ASFD
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FIGURE 40. Jack Kelley, ASFD Accepting Pinnacle Award

Manufacturer information

Sligh Furniture Co. was founded in 1880 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, by Charles 
R. Sligh. The company was a mainstay of the city’s celebrated furniture industry 
around the turn of the century when Grand Rapids was widely recognized as the 
furniture capital of the world. In 1933, Charles R. Sligh’s son, Chuck Sligh, with 
Bill Lowry, established operations in Holland Michigan. Bob Sligh was third gen-
eration President from 1968 to 1989. Rob Sligh, a fourth generation family mem-
ber, has been Chairman, CEO and President since 1990. Today the company 
manufactures high quality wood furniture for the home office and business office 
and quality grandfather, wall and mantel clocks. Headquarters and furniture man-
ufacturing facilities are in Holland, Michigan, with clock manufacturing in 
Zeeland, Michigan. 
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Executive Suite

Finalist—Home Office

Designer Drew Maple, ASFD
O'Sullivan Industries
1900 Gulf Street, Lamar, MO 64759
Tel. (417) 682-3322 Fax (417) 682-8131

Manufacturer O'Sullivan Industries
1900 Gulf Street, Lamar, MO 64759
Tel. (417) 682-3322 Fax (417) 682-8131
Contact: Michael Franks, Director of Marketing Services

Retail Price N/A

FIGURE 41. Executive Suite, O’Sullivan Industries Inc., Designed by Drew 
Maple

Intelligent Designs: The Executive Suite 

The Genesis: 

Armoires are a growing part of today’s home office market. This growth has 
occurred in spite of the lack of desktop work surface and dedicated storage that is 
found in most of the models generally available. However, they do offer the ability 
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to conceal a work area and integrate it from a stylistic standpoint with the rest of a 
home. 

The challenge answered by O’Sullivan Director of Design, Drew Maple was to 
take the strengths of the armoire format and develop a product with significantly 
enhanced functionality. The solution, The Executive Suite, is truly the ’"next gener-
ation” of home office armoires. 

Functionality: 

Traditionally home office armoires feature very small desktops. The Executive 
Suite, however, redefines the home office armoire with it's expansive 22" x 57" 
desktop. The innovative “Pendulum” desk design allows for the large work surface 
to be housed with a depth of only 24". This narrow depth creates an office solu-
tion that will not overpower the floor space of a room that is used for many differ-
ent occasions. 

Functionality is taken to the maximum with filing for legal, letter, or A-4 files, CPU 
storage, dedicated media storage racks, concealed printer storage and two binder-
size compartments. The unique concealed monitor storage compartment features 
a pull-out monitor shelf that accommodates most 20" size screens. 

Style: 

The straightforward, contemporary styling of the Executive Suite allows it to be at 
home with many of today's casual interior decor. The Snow Maple laminate finish 
and Ebony accents compliment almost any decorative scheme. 

A master stroke of design ingenuity is found in the lighted curio compartment. 
This important design element de-emphasizes the office function and allows for a 
more harmonious integration into the lifestyle setting of the home. 

Key Features: 

Large 22" x 57"pendulum desk, concealed, retractable monitor shelf, concealed 
credenza with file drawer, CPU compartment and media rack, pull-out keyboard 
with cable management, lighted curio cabinet 
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FIGURE 42. Drew Maple

Office Revolution

Finalist—Home Office

Designers Joe Miller and Felipe Planes
12800 University Drive, Suite 650
Fort Myers, FL 33907
Phone: 941/487-4723 FAX: 941/482-8590

Manufacturer Bush Furniture
1 Mason Drive
Jamestown, NY 14702
Phone 800/727-2874 FAX: 716/665-1111
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Contact: Jamie Walsh, Public Relations Manager

Retail Price $869 for 4 pieces

FIGURE 43. Office Revolution, Bush Furniture, Designed by Joe Miller and 
Felipe Planes

Finished in natural cherry, the Office Revolution Collection is noted for its unique 
circular configuration. The collection consists of four pieces: a computer work-
center with hutch, mobile desk, mobile file cabinet, and mobile printer cart. Each 
unit has a curved work surface so that when combined, the pieces can be config-
ured into a workstation that surrounds the worker for maximum efficiency and 
comfort. The complementing pieces to the workcenter are mobile to allow the 
user to move the furniture in a position that best meets his/her daily needs or that 
accommodate the right or left-handed user. Additional file drawers, storage com-
partments and workspace provide the comforts of a customized office right in the 
user’s own home without sacrificing style, decor or a savings account.

The Office Revolution Computer Workcenter with hutch accommodates most 
computer systems, has dedicated storage for CDs, room for a printer and shelving 
for additional accessories, files or manuals. Its corner design maximizes room 
space. The workcenter also features a built-in foot rest and a CPU storage shelf 
that can be mounted to the left or the right depending on the user’s preference. 

The Office Revolution Mobile Desk features a one-inch thick top shelf and side 
panels. The unique circular design of the work surface measures 71 3/8” W x 36 
1/4” D, offering users ample workspace.
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The Office Revolution Mobile File Cabinet features a box drawer for office sup-
plies and a file drawer for letter files. The unique hardware enhances the look of 
the design. This cabinet measures 29 1/2”H x 30 1/8” W x 20 7/8” D. The Office 
Revolution Mobile Printer Cart features one adjustable shelf and room for storing 
paper, books or other supplies. The cart measures 29 1/2”H x 
30 1/8” W x 20 7/8” D.

Each of the four pieces is sold separately, ranging in price from $99 -$399, with all 
four pieces totaling $869.

Manufacturer Information

Founded in 1959 and headquartered in Jamestown, NY, Bush Furniture manufac-
tures a broad range of home and commercial office, home theater, bedroom and 
occasional furnishings. Bush's customer base is a virtual “Who's Who” of Ameri-
can retailers and its products are marketed in 50 countries.

Designer Information

Joe Miller, vice president of product design and development at Bush, has more 
than 30 years experience in product design, predominantly in the furniture and 
consumer electronics industries. He has been directing design at Bush since 1987, 
and has led the company to receive several design awards for furniture innovation.
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FIGURE 44. Joe Miller



Office Revolution

Pinnacle Award Finalist Information 71

Felipe Planes, senior product designer for office, joined Bush in 1996 with 40 
years experience in custom and contract furniture design, with an emphasis in 
office product.

FIGURE 45. Felipe Planes
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Inspirations 704-14

Winner—Juvenile

Designer Gary Hokanson
1004 Oakwood Court, Martinsville, VA 24112
Tel. (540) 638-2545 Fax (540) 629-4085

Stanley Furniture Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 30, Stanleytown, VA 24168
Tel. (540) 627-2000 Fax (540) 629-4085

Manufacturer Stanley Furniture Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 30, 1641 Freestone Park Highway Stanleytown, VA 24168
Tel. (540) 627-2000 Fax (540) 629-4085
Contact: Kelly Cain, Sr. V.P. Product Dev. and Merchandising

Retail Price $2,400

FIGURE 46. Inspirations 704-14, Stanley Furniture Co., Designed by Gary 
Hokanson

Inspirations Youth Bedroom Furniture 

Stanley Furniture Company took popular contemporary styling and gave it a soft, 
contoured effect to create Inspirations, a Young America™ by Stanley youth bed-
room collection. 



Inspirations 704-14

Pinnacle Award Finalist Information 73

Extra-thick solid ash drawer fronts and custom-designed, child-friendly recessed 
drawer pulls combine to give Inspirations its contoured effect. The drawer pulls 
are of wood, rounded to echo the overall contours. Soft, round design elements 
include overhanging case tops, end panels with softened front edges and arched-
top hutches. The contemporary feel is highlighted by a clear natural ash finish. 

Inspirations offers a complete assortment of items especially designed to meet the 
sleep, study and storage needs of a child’s room in neat space-saving configura-
tions. The collection features a clever computer desk and hutch that offer 
increased function and versatility in designing study areas. The computer desk has 
a pull-out keyboard shelf and storage drawers. The companion hutch features a 
cork tackboard inset and under-shelf lighting to illuminate the work surface. All 
desks and wrap-around units are designed to hold computers, peripherals and ref-
erences safely while leaving plenty of space for homework to sprawl, to encour-
age good study habits. A bookcase headboard with a low-profile pier cabinet is 
available to create a unique storage bed story in twin or full size. Other bed 
choices are a slat bed (also available in twin or full size), bunks, twin-over-twin 
and twin-over-full lofts and a captain’s bed that’s loaded with storage elements. 
Optional under-bed storage and trundle units are available to make efficient use of 
space. Pieces number 25 in all. 

Safety features are top priority: bunks meet or exceed all consumer safety specifi-
cations and have extra stability features, including 2 5/8” thick square solid hard-
wood posts, all-wood bed rails, rail sets with three (instead of just two) screw-
attached slats and steel-bolted bed rails. Drawers have built-in stops and heavy 
duty Kenlin glides to prevent accidents. Finishes are lead- and formaldehyde-free. 
A fundamental commitment to Continuous Improvement processes, smaller batch 
sizes and random open-carton inspections ensure exceptional manufacturing 
quality. 

Knowing that designing a child's room can be a daunting task, Stanley adds value 
to Inspirations and all its Young America lines by offering consumers free design 
tools, including space planning worksheets and design tip sheets developed with 
renowned author and columnist Ro Logrippo. These tools help parents plan the 
best sleeping, study and storage environments for their youngsters and are avail-
able at the many retailers displaying Young America Resource Centers. 

Inspirations is an exceptional investment because - with its superb construction, 
versatile styling and wide selection of pieces that can be added over the years - it's 
furniture that grows up with the child. The group goes easily from nursery to dorm 
room or adult guest room use. Its classic styling is easy to design a room around - 
and it won't become outdated or outgrown. It's high quality furniture at a comfort-
able price.
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FIGURE 47. Gary Hokanson With Pinnacle for Inspirations 704-14, Juvenile 
Furniture
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Celestial Bed

Finalist—Juvenile

Designer Melissa Norton
Island Elements, Inc., RR1, P. O. Box 7, Mt. Vernon, Maine 04352
Tel. (207) 293-3331 Fax (207) 293-3434

Manufacturer Same

Retail Price $800 (Twin Bed)

FIGURE 48. Celestial Beds, Island Elements Inc., Designed by Melissa Norton

The Celestial Bed is made in Maine. It is a four poster bed based on simple Shaker 
design. The posts are solid maple. What sets the bed apart are the heavenly bodies 
perched on each bed post - a half-moon, a star, a planet and Saturn. The bed is 
painted a midnight blue and the celestial ornaments are finished in bold prima-
ries.
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The Celestial Bed was conceived as part of a bedroom collection that includes a 
bed and a number of case pieces with matching ornaments and knobs. Thus, to 
coordinate with the Celestial Bed are two end tables, a trundle bed, a bookcase, a 
toybox, a bureau, a mirror, a desk and an armoire with star and moon knobs and 
ornaments 

The simplicity of the basic pieces is balanced by the whimsy of the celestial knobs 
and ornaments. The shapes of the ornaments are deliberately soft, rather than crisp 
and sharp, aiming for a relaxed, restful profile - pointy stars and moons would 
have been too alert and wide-awake for a bed! 

One of the fundamental concepts of the Celestial collection is versatility. Should 
our customer wish for a change, Island Elements offers several other ornaments 
and knobs that are interchangeable with the Celestial ornaments and knobs. This 
allows our customers to change the look of the collection to coordinate with new 
linens, to adapt to new interests or to mature with the child. And, ultimately, the 
ornament figures can be replaced with simple ball finials and round knobs so that 
the beds can be used for adults or for a guest room. 

The Celestial Bed comes in twin or full sizes. It is featured in the Garnet Hill cata-
log and a number of fine children’s shops across the country.

FIGURE 49. Melissa Norton

Melissa Norton, founder of Island Elements, is the designer of the Celestial Bed. 
Island Elements was created in 1994 and has been showing in High Point ever 
since then at Market Square. 
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Melissa Norton lives and works in Mt. Vernon, Maine, with her husband, Mitch. 
Formerly an attorney, Melissa practiced commercial law in Portland, Maine for 
several years. Design and business were, nonetheless, always a prevailing passion. 
Her furniture is produced in Buckfield, Maine in a factory that once built wooden 
lobster traps. Due to Maine’s long tradition of fine craftsmanship and superb wood 
working skill, Island Elements is very proud of the high quality of its workmanship. 

Melissa is a graduate of Smith College and University of Maine School of Law. 
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Woven Lamps

Winner—Lighting

Designer Allan H. Palecek
P. O. Box 225, Richmond, CA 94808
(800) 676-5382 Fax (510) 236-9479

Manufacturer PALECEK
P. O. Box 225, Richmond, CA   94808
(800) 274-7730 Fax (510) 234-7234
Contact: Lisa Frudden, Marketing Director

Retail Price $98-136

FIGURE 50. Woven Lamps, PALACEK, Designed by Alan H. Palacek

The Palacek name originates from Czechoslovakia, a country renowned the world 
over for its outstanding and distinctive artisans. As an Air Force Pilot, Allan 
Palecek flew extensively throughout the Far East and Europe and thus had the 
opportunity to see and appreciate firsthand the varied native art of weaving rattan. 
Perceiving both the fascination in America for woven basketry and furniture as 
well as the mediocre quality of much that was available here, Mr. Palecek instinc-
tively combined his keen artistic heritage with a gradually evolving network of 
weavers from Manila to Brussels, from Bangkok to Madrid. The result: develop-
ment of a company whose name is synonymous with top quality and distinctive 
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design. When you, see a rattan floor planter, checked wall basket or wicker bistro 
chair identified by the Palecek tag, you are seeing a product that Allan Palecek 
takes great pride in identifying with his name. 

THE PALECEK COMPANY, begun in 1975 as a one-man operation, has evolved 
into a worldwide network of thousands of individuals to bring the finest in woven 
rattan to the American consumer. The center of Palecek, located just north of San 
Francisco, is composed of talented and experienced buyers, customer service rep-
resentatives, computer operators, traffic coordinators and many other skilled 
workers dedicated to maintaining the Palecek reputation. for quality and service. 
From this center the Company extends across the United States through a compre-
hensive representation of Palecek by the finest sales organizations in the country. 
Outside the US, the Palecek Company expands to cover literally the entire globe, 
encompassing designers, harvesters, weavers, and exporters working in coopera-
tion with a vast shipping and airfreight industry that makes movement of product 
around the world possible. Of course, it is the American retailer and consumer 
who have been responsible for the phenomenal growth and success and are there-
fore the most important members of Palecek. Their desire for quality and their 
loyal support over the years have created the extensive network that is Palecek 
today.

FIGURE 51. Alan Palacek
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FIGURE 52. Lisa Frudden Accepting Pinnacle for Palacek

The Palacek look incorporates several important aspects. It’s distinctive and always 
of the highest quality. Its design is contemporary yet classic, bold lines accented 
with subtle detailing. The Palecek look has always been, in the forefront of innova-
tion in, woven rattan, from the industry trend-setting introduction of whitewashed 
basketry to the daring colorizing of classic wicker furniture in a full pallet of con-
temporary hues. The look remains consistently and uniquely Palecek for one rea-
son, alone: no product bearing a Palecek tag leaves the California warehouse that 
does not have the personal design touch and final stamp of approval of Alan Pal-
acek.
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50-592BN

Finalist—Lighting

Designer Kevin Von Kluck
317 Oldham Way, Hudson, Ohio   44236
Tel. (330) 650-2173

Manufacturer Minoff Lamp
7711 E. Pleasant Valley Rd., Independence, Ohio   44131
Tel. (216) 573-1000 Fax (216) 573-1070
Contact: Coleen Visage, Product Manager

Retail Price $300

FIGURE 53. 50-592BN, Minoff Lamp, Designed by Kevin Von Kluck

Product Description 50-592 BN 

This contemporary lamp designed by Kevin Von KIuck for Minoff Lamp, is finished 
in Brushed Nickel with an etched white glass shade, which offers classic styling. 
Standing 25 1/2”, it features twin pull chains and can accommodate two 75-watt 
bulbs.

Kevin Von Kluck 



1150 Songbirds Mirror

82 Pinnacle Award Finalist Information

Having worked in the design industry for over sixteen years, Kevin Von Kluck 
draws from a broad spectrum of experience. Before coming to Kichler Lighting 
Group, he worked as both a designer and department manager for Boyd Lighting 
in San Francisco, where he concentrated on contract directed product. Working as 
a design consultant in Chicago, Kevin contracted work with Alkco Lighting, Juno 
Lighting, HaIo Lighting, Nielsen & Bainbridge, Quoizel, Appleton Lamplighter 
and numerous others. 

Product development at KichIer¨ has added strong internationally sourced design 
experience coupled with a broad spectrum of product design directions to Kevin's 
background. At present, he is heavily involved in Kichler¨'s Minoff¨ Lamp division, 
where he is focusing on developing collections of lamps, fixtures, accessories, 
mirrors and occasional furniture. 

1150 Songbirds Mirror

Winner—Accessories

Designer Carol Canner
Cannery Row, P. O. Box 198, West Groton, MA 01472
Tel. (978) 448-3063 Fax (978) 448-6602

Retail Price$1,190

Manufacturer Carvers' Guild
Cannery Row, P. O. Box 198, West Groton, MA 01472
Tel. (978) 448-3063 Fax (978) 448-6602
Contact: Carl Canner, President

Retail Price $1,190
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FIGURE 54. 1150 Songbirds Mirror, Carvers Guild, Designed by Carol Canner

In the Spring of 1963 Carol Canner graduated from the Rhode Island School of 
Design with a degree in Painting, and married Carl Canner, a recent graduate of 
Harvard.That summer they opened a gallery together on the wharf in Province-
town, MA. where Carol did portraiture and Carl did picture framing.

After the season they toured the museums of Europe for four months while Carl 
located sources for picture frame molding. While they were away, the Province-
town Gallery was incorporated into a restaurant next door. The following season, 
Carol and Carl reopened their portrait gallery and frame shop on Bearskin Neck in 
Rockport MA.

1964 was the year of the World’s Fair in New York City. A carved frame was dis-
played at the Korean Pavilion. Carl located the source, Carol designed frames and 
finishes and Carvers’ Guild started in business. Carol designed mirror frames for 
Carvers’ Guild which were at first made in Korea, Taiwan and India. The business 
started in a basement in Newton, then expanded to a loft in Boston and in 1970 
moved to it’s own Mill Building on ten acres in West Groton. By 1972 Carvers’ 
Guild phased out importing and has since crafted all of its production on the pre-
mises. 
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FIGURE 55. Carol Canner Accepting Pinnacle Award

At the same time Carol continued with her art career. She painted portraits in her 
gallery in Rockport for the summer and opened another gallery for the winter on 
Newbury Street in Boston. 

Over the years Carol has continued to paint and draw, with shows of her work in 
various galleries and museums. In 1990 she had a one person show at the Doyle 
Gallery, Brown University. In 1997 she had a show of her mirror designs at the 
Conant Gallery in Groton. Her recent painting "Scully’s Auto Shop" is now a part 
of a traveling show "Art from the Driver’s Seat" which is touring 12 museums 
across the Country. 

In 1969 Carol and Carl sensed a need in the market for Modern mirror designs. 
Carl innovated and Carol designed a line of Modern Mirrors using plexiglas in pri-
mary colors, chrome framing and convex glass. In 1969 Carol’s Modern Mirror 



E46BTH Taupe Halo Bowl

Pinnacle Award Finalist Information 85

design “vessel” was awarded the New York Times Design Award for “one of the 
five best designs of the year in home furnishings.” 

Carol has designed many of the mirrors in the Carvers' Guild line including most 
of the leaded styles, the beveled mirror styles and many of the traditional styles. 
Carvers' Guild's Renovation mirrors and Black and White tile mirrors are also her 
original concept and design. Her use of the fretted Palladian Arch in the Renova-
tion Series of 1983 ushered in the renaissance of this form in contemporary archi-
tecture. After Accessories Today featured Carol's “Checkered Swag” on the Cover 
of the October 1991 High Point issue the black and white checkered pattern 
became popular in furnishing motifs. Many shelter magazines and trade maga-
zines have featured Carol's designs in their editorial copy- most consistently 
House Beautiful and Home Accents.

In recent years Carol has been sculpting by hand an imaginative series of mirror 
designs and sconces whose themes are expressions of her natural surroundings. 
While the forms of these designs are reminiscent of classical shapes the subjects 
are uniquely American. Tufted Titmice sing on oak boughs, a ruby throated hum-
mingbird sips a flower on a trumpet vine, striped bass frolic above (and kiss 
below) a surround of scallop shells and waves, roosters strut beneath sheaves of 
wheat etc. The designs are either hand painted in remarkable faux finishes to take 
on a life like quality or finished elegantly in gold or silver leaf. These exciting art 
pieces express a love for the charming in nature in a way which is familiar and 
close to our hearts. 

Carvers' Guild Mirror Style #1150, Songbirds, 26 x 39" Sculpted, Designed and 
Copyrighted by Carol Canner. 

A softly hand painted finish captures this charming moment in nature. From a 
perch of crossed oak boughs festooned with oak leaves and acorns one Tufted Tit-
mouse serenades another. The frame is hand cast in resin and steel wire. 

E46BTH Taupe Halo Bowl

Finalist—Accessories

Designer Carlos Covarrubias
Evans Designs
55 W. Grant, P. O. Box 1212, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Tel. (707) 433-9392 Fax (707) 433-7204

Manufacturer Evans Designs
55 W. Grant, P. O. Box 1212, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Tel. (707) 433-9392 Fax (707) 433-7204
Contact: Vic Caldwell, Sales Manager
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Retail Price $500

FIGURE 56. E46BTH Taupe Halo Bowl, Evans Designs, Designed by Carlos 
Covarrubias

We are a group of Artists, Designers and Craftspeople creating Fine Decorative 
Accessories in the medium to high end price points. Our organization is a combi-
nation of high quality original art pieces and professional business practices. We 
not only produce signed pieces for discerning customers but also have some of the 
best customer service, packing and sales representatives in the industry. 

An immense amount of handwork goes into each piece, whether we are pulling 
Raku from the kilns, blowing art glass, applying metal leaf and other hand fin-
ishes, or carefully packing each piece. 

Our Design Team creates over 200 new pieces each year (more if you count the 
several finishes that some pieces come in). This means our line is constantly 
changing. Originally a ceramics company, we now blow glass, slump and fuse 
glass, do our own metal work, create wall art and continue to be the leading pro-
ducer of Raku ceramics in the world. Our line is more sophisticated and complex 
than ever. We are not the same company that we were even two years ago. New 
skills and technologies are constantly being learned.

Look for our signature that guarantees you an original piece of art. 
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Peonies Mist Pillows & Rugs

Finalist—Accessories

Designer Tracy Porter
N5373 Country West, Princeton, WI 54968
Tel. (920) 295-0142 Fax (920) 295-0266

Manufacturer Sheffield & Galloway
176 Cornish Road, P. O. Box 728
Blowing Rock, NC 28605
Tel. (800) 226-2516 Fax (828) 295-8224
Contact: Jayne Lybrand Dowdy, Director of Marketing

Retail Price $70 - $900

FIGURE 57. Peonies Mist Pillows & Rugs, Sheffield & Galloway, Designed by 
Tracy Porter

“Melding the many flavors of home is a delicate art, and there can be magic in the 
madness of your mixture. Take liberties and pursue originality, let your own eyes 
be your guide.” 

Tracy Porters Dreams from Home, 1998 
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Sheffield & Galloway concocts the magical mix of Tracy Porter’s Peonies Mist in 
its stylish collection of home accessories. Ruffled pillows, scalloped floorcloths, 
hooked rugs - combinations commingling in complementing harmony are the 
essence of this collection. 

Prepare a whimsical mix of color, pattern, and motif; season with luscious, leafy 
florals over soft celedon stripes; toss in a signature dragonfly and bumblebee - you 
have the magic and romance of Peonies Mist from Tracy Porter The Home Collec-
tion. 

Designed to mix, not match, the collection includes: 

• Needlepoint/petit point pillows and rugs with cotton chintz ruffles. The Peonies 
Mist bouquet floats on a 14" X 14" pillow with gathered ruffles, scalloped and 
trimmed with a petite-check bias trim. The 23" X 23" pillow with single peonies 
encircled in a pattern of vines is tailored with paneled ruffles. The 2’ X 3’ nee-
dlepoint rug echoes the 14" pillow with its gathered, scalloped ruffles and the 
Peonies Mist bouquet image. 

• Hand-painted floorcloths wear the signature Peonies Mist bouquet design. Pro-
duced on 100% cotton canvas with coats of protective polyurethane, the 2’ X 
3’ floorcloth and 2’ X 5’ floorcloth runner are contemporary accents to the 
home decor. 

• Hand-hooked rugs using l00% wool, 90-point yarn, are decorative, yet afford-
able, options for accentuating today’s bare floors. A 7’ X 9’ area rug and 2 l/z’ 
X 9’ runner repeat the Peonies Misf bouquet design. 

The Peonies Mist collection is available through Sheffield & Galloway, a Crown 
Crafts company, located in Blowing Rock, North Carolina. Suggested retail prices 
for this collection range from $70 for the 2’ X 3’ floorcloth to $900 for the hand-
hooked, 7’ X 9’ area rug. 
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Tracy Porter 

FIGURE 58. Tracy Porter

In 1991,Tracy Porter, along with her husband John, began producing an exquisite 
line of hand painted furniture and accessories known as Stonehouse Farm Goods. 
What started out as a small manufacturing venture has blossomed into a multi-fac-
eted licensing company that designs everything from rugs and pillows to dinner-
ware and fabrics. 

Tracy Porter is making a tremendous impact on the world of home design, right 
from her Stonehouse Farm in Princeton, Wisconsin. Creating while surrounded by 
rolling hills, her many gardens and her menagerie of animals, Tracy Porter chooses 
an existence that contrasts chaos with simplicity; a small company with big 
impact. 

“An opportunity to try things on” while encouraging others to “dream with their 
eyes open” is how Tracy looks at life. Staying open to every delight, whim and 
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fancy is how Tracy Porter drives her fascinating design and licensing business, 
Tracy Porter The Home Collection. 

Evolving, exploring, and learning everyday is how such diversity is kept in her 
American Rhapsody style and the many projects that reflect her impassioned phi-
losophies for living.

Tracy Porter has aligned her design business with over fourteen industry leaders 
with a combined market presence of over $8 billion, including Sheffield and Gal-
loway, The Kohler Company, Shaw Industries, Andrews McMeel Publishing, and 
lmperial Home Decor Group. 

Tracy Porter sales are estimated to exceed $20 million at retail for 1998 and to 
nearly double that volume for 1999. 

Nationally recognized for her design talents as the recipient of the Better Homes 
and Gardens Better By Design award in 1998, Tracy’s whimsical designs are cur-
rently sold internationally to prestigious retailers such as Saks Fifth Avenue, Barnes 
and Noble, and Dayton Hudson’s. Her own destination boutique, Stonehouse 
Farm Goods, located in Princeton, Wisconsin, showcases Tracy Porter The Home 
Collection, her exclusive line of hand-painted furniture, luscious antiques and 
amazing wares from around the world. A public relations calendar highlights the 
many newspapers and magazines that have featured Tracy, her story and her prod-
ucts in such acclaimed publications as Woman’s Day, Family Circle, Better 
Homes and Gardens, Victoria Magazine, Chicago Tribune, New York Times and 
others. 

American Impressions Entertainment Armoire

Winner—Entertainment Centers/Home Theatre

Designer Philip Stone
Ethan Allen
Ethan Allen Drive, Danbury, CT 06811
Tel. (203) 743-8000 Fax (203) 743-8298

Manufacturer Ethan Allen
Ethan Allen Drive, Danbury, CT 06811
Tel. (203) 743-8000 Fax (203) 743-8298
Contact: Michelle James, Special Projects Manager

Retail Price $3,199
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FIGURE 59. American Impressions Entertainment Armoire, Ethan Allen, 
Designed by Philip Stone

Overall Design: 

A functional fusion of East and West, Ethan Allen’s American Impressions Enter-
tainment Armoire stylishly stores electronic equipment.

The symbiotic relationship between Arts and Crafts and Oriental design is appar-
ent in the clean lines and subtle ornamentation of our solid cherry cabinet. Its A-
line frame, bracketed top, slatted grating and inset disk opening are derived from 
the aesthetic simplicity resonant in Mission and Asian furnishings. 

The Entertainment Armoire is divided into two sections for ease of delivery. The 
upper section has a recessed door pull and pocket doors. The interior accommo-
dates a 40" TV, VCR or stereo, and speakers. It also contains two tape storage orga-
nizers. Lower section doors open to a vertical center partition and adjustable 
shelves.

Finish/Detailing: 
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Because of its dual Arts and Crafts and Oriental influences, the Entertainment 
Armoire has very clean styling. Functional ornamentation includes the magnetic 
disk opening, slatted grillework and brackets. 

The unit’s exterior style is matched by interior usability. The upper section’s pocket 
doors tuck in for 3-way viewing, while its removable back panel accommodates a 
television set’s rear projection. Television, VCR and stereo cords plug into a surge-
protected 3-outlet box that feeds into a coaxial cable. It has plentiful storage space 
for videotapes and compact discs.

Like other pieces in Ethan Allen’s American Impressions collection, the Entertain-
ment Armoire is available in a deep autumn cherry or combination autumn 
cherry/satin black finish. Both are applied through a multiple-step, hand-intensive 
process that exudes a sophisticated approach to Mission style. 

Quality of Manufacture: 

The American Impressions Entertainment Armoire is crafted of cherry in Ethan 
Allen’s own plants in Vermont according to stringent guidelines. From cutting 
lumber to our multi-step finishing process, Ethan Allen’s production system com-
bines state-of-the-art technology with the experience of skilled craftsmen. This 
convergence of technology and handwork ensures consistency while giving each 
piece a unique touch. To maintain the highest possible quality, craftsmen monitor 
every step of the production process and furniture goes through multiple inspec-
tions before being carefully packaged. 

Value: 

Because the Entertainment Unit combines excellent craftsmanship with distinctive 
beauty, it provides functional style and long-lasting durability. The piece brings a 
sophisticated simplicity and unique eclecticism to contemporary bedrooms, living 
rooms and dining rooms. 

Philip P. Stone 

Graduated from the Philadelphia College of Art. Worked for: Environments Inc. 
with Ken Parker, Gould Design and the Connecticut Design Collaborative. Joined 
Ethan Allen In 1973. 

Has designed case goods collections as well as decorative accessories, lighting, 
rugs and clocks for Ethan Allen.

ASFD Pinnacle Design Award recipient in 1996.

Hobbies include painting, drawing and gardening. 
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FIGURE 60. Philip Stone Accepting Pinnacle for American Impressions 
Entertainment Armoire

ETHAN ALLEN INTERIORS lNC. 

Corporate Profile 

Overall Strategy 

To provide consumers with superior quality home furnishing products at the best 
possible values and offer trained professionals to help them make their purchase 
decisions with confidence. 

General Information 

Ethan Allen lnteriors Inc., through its wholly owned subsidiary Ethan Allen Inc., is 
a leading manufacturer and retailer of quality home furnishings and sells a full 
range of furniture products and decorative accents through a network of 310 
stores, of which 70 are Ethan Allen-owned and 240 are owned independently. 
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Retail stores are primarily located in the United States, with 28 located abroad. 
There are approximately 10,000 persons associated with the Ethan Allen Network, 
including 4,000 craftsmen and 2,500 interior designers. The company is vertically 
integrated and owns and operates 21 manufacturing facilities throughout the 
United States. The company is 66 years old. Ethan Allen lnteriors, Inc. has been a 
public company since March, 1993 and is traded on the New York Stock 
Exchange (ETH). 

Product Profile 

Ethan Allen offers a proprietary program of case goods, upholstery and accessories 
that is organized into 2 overall themes - Classic & Casual. Within these themes we 
have two different lifestyles. 

Casual 

Casual Contemporary: Classic lines with a contemporary viewpoint featuring Mis-
sion, Arts and Crafts and 20th Century architectural design elements. 

American Country: A relaxed, comfortable style that reflects a unique American 
design heritage including Shaker, Colonial and antique farmhouse influences. 

Classic 

Formal: From traditional 18th Century styles, to more timely Neoclassic designs. 

Classic Elegance: Classic styles are updated for comfort and convenience reflect-
ing 18th and 19th Century continental designs. 

Ethan Allen offers a full home furnishings program which is integrated and coordi-
nated with the furniture programs and includes upholstery, lamps, wall decor, 
home textiles, wood accents, floor coverings, window treatments, mattresses and 
box springs, clocks and decorative accessories. 

Manufacturing/Distribution Facilities 

Ethan Allen is one of the top ten furniture manufacturers in the United States. The 
company employs over 4,000 craftsmen in its 3 sawmills and 21 manufacturing 
facilities (13 Case Goods, 6 Upholstery, 2 Accent Plants) in the United States. The 
Company operates 7 distribution facilities servicing all inventory and processing 
all transportation of finished goods. 

Internet Address: www.ethanallen.com 

For more information: 

Tom Swanston
Vice President of Business Development Ethan Allen Inc. 
Ethan Allen Drive Danbury, CT 06811 Phone: 203.743.8484 Fax: 203.743.8426 
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Peg Lupton
Vice President and Treasurer/lnvestor Relations Ethan Allen Inc. 
Ethan Allen Drive Danbury, CT 06811 Phone: 203.743.8236 Fax: 203.743.8341 

Marjorie Chimes
Director of Public Relations and Special Projects Ethan Allen Inc. 
Ethan Allen Drive Danbury, CT 06811 Phone: 203.743.8272 Fax: 203.743.8214 

87,000 Rhythms

Finalist—Entertainment Centers/Home Theatre

Designers Berry & Clark Design Associates, ASFD
100 Main Avenue NW, Ste 500, Hickory, N.C. 28601
Tel. (828) 327-4648 Fax (828) 327-6896

Manufacturer Hammary Furniture Company
P.O. Box 760, Lenoir, N.C. 28645
Tel. (828) 728-3231 Fax (828) 728-5063
Contact: David Yount, V.P. Sales

Retail Price Low to Middle

FIGURE 61. 87,000 Rhythms, Hammary Furniture Company, Designed by Berry 
and Clark Design Associates, ASFD
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The styling of Rhythms is linear, the details are interesting, and is a no-nonsense, 
powerful statement of today’s most favored style category. 

Crafted in ash solids and veneers in a light, dry, weathered ash finish, “Rhythms” 
conforms beautifully to today's lifestyle demands. The entertainment center is 
sturdy, well-constructed and balanced. It has simple surfaces, is devoid of decora-
tion and incorporates the finest of natural and man-made materials. Versatile and 
functional, “Rhythms” goes well in a high-rise apartment, a beach house or a sub-
urban home because the piece is crisp, clean and uncluttered. 

This Entertainment Center is equipped with a halogen task light with hi/lo switch, 
one adjustable glass shelf, one fixed clean glass shelf behind the upper door, and 
one adjustable glass shelf behind the center door. The pull-out media storage tray 
is behind the lower door and holds up to 66 CDs or 30 videotapes or 30 audio 
tapes. Pocket doors and a reinforced TV shelf withstands loads of a 35" TV. There 
is VCR space under the TV support, cable ready, storage drawers and two lower 
fixed shelves with adjustable glides. 

FIGURE 62. Berry and Clark Design Associates. Bottom from left, Dave Clark, 
ASFD, Rick Berry, ASFD, Nancy Pittman. Top from left, Tim Lehman, ASFD, 
Keith Binns, ASFD, Margaret Short

BERRY & CLARK DESlGN ASSOCIATES 

Berry & Clark formed their partnership in 1983 as a full-service furniture design 
firm. Their diverse but complementary educational and experience backgrounds 
has enabled them to successfully pursue a broad spectrum of furniture design dis-
ciplines, ranging from 18th century period reproductions to leading edge contem-
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porary design. Along with associates, Tim Lehman, ASFD, and Keith Binns, ASFD, 
their concentrations and successes on quality of design and product development 
service with various manufacturers has given them the opportunities to effectively 
utilize their talents and energies to create furniture design in such materials and 
combinations of wood, steel, brass, glass, marble and upholstery. The abilities of 
Berry and Clark Design Associates to focus on design creativity geared toward a 
manufacturer’s capabilities has resulted in positive, long-term working relation-
ships as “team members” with their clients.

Cadence 52,000

Winner—Occasional Furniture

Designers Berry & Clark Design Associates, ASFD
100 Main Avenue NW, Ste 500, Hickory, N.C. 28601
Tel. (828) 327-4648 Fax (828) 327-6896

Manufacturer Hammary Furniture Company
P.O. Box 760, Lenoir, N.C. 28645
Tel. (828) 728-3231 Fax (828) 728-5063
Contact: David Yount, V.P. Sales

Retail Price Low to Middle
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FIGURE 63. Cadence 52,000, Hammary Furniture Company, Designed by 
Berry and Clark Design Associates, ASFD

Harmony, function and sophistication come together in this group - Cadence. A 
spectacular offering of occasional tables and home theater furnishings for today’s 
casual lifestyles. 

The pairing of rich cherry solids and veneers highlighted by a natural brown 
cheery finish and the sparkle of satin chrome accents defines a group that is sure 
to be popular choice for the ever-changing needs of today’s families. Simplistic 
styling, clean lines an innovative storage and mobility options adapt wonderfully 
in all types of living environments - from trendsetting condominiums to quaint 
cottages or comfortable suburban homes. 

“Cadence” promises all the characteristics you want in home furnishings - com-
fort, versatility, great looks, easy care, casual design and quality construction.
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FIGURE 64. Berry and Clark Design Associates. Bottom from left, Dave Clark, 
ASFD, Rick Berry, ASFD, Nancy Pittman. Top from left, Tim Lehman, ASFD, 
Keith Binns, ASFD, Margaret Short
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FIGURE 65. Dave Clark, ASFD, Accepting Pinnacle from Mike Hodges, Lilly 
Industries

BERRY & CLARK DESlGN ASSOCIATES 

Berry & Clark formed their partnership in 1983 as a full-service furniture design 
firm. Their diverse but complementary educational and experience backgrounds 
has enabled them to successfully pursue a broad spectrum of furniture design dis-
ciplines, ranging from 18th century period reproductions to leading edge contem-
porary design. Along with associates, Tim Lehman, ASFD, and Keith Binns, ASFD, 
their concentrations and successes on quality of design and product development 
service with various manufacturers has given them the opportunities to effectively 
utilize their talents and energies to create furniture design in such materials and 
combinations of wood, steel, brass, glass, marble and upholstery. The abilities of 
Berry and Clark Design Associates to focus on design creativity geared toward a 
manufacturer’s capabilities has resulted in positive, long-term working relation-
ships as “team members” with their clients.
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Curved Curio 633-75

Finalist—Occasional Furniture

Designer Rick Chang Lee
1562 35th Ave, San Francisco, CA 94122
Tel. (415) 681-4266 Fax (415) 681-2131

Manufacturer Design Institute America
919 E. 14th Street, Jasper, IN 47546
Tel. (812) 482-4632 Fax (812) 482-1645
Contact: Neil Frindel, President

Retail Price $3,230

FIGURE 66. Curved Curio 633-75, Rich Chang Lee for Design Institute America

A minimalistic approach in combining metal and glass. A bold design language as 
American streamline era in the Thirties.
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The piece can be used against the wall or as a room divider. 

The top view shape is inspired from a flower petal.

FIGURE 67. Rick Chang Lee

Born in the Orient in 1962, Rick spent his impressionable years both in the East 
and the West. His intuitive multi-cultural sensibility contributed to two award win-
ning designs during his studies at the University of Illinois.

After graduation in 1986, Rick went into the design business for himself in Chi-
cago. He designed furniture for several manufacturers and worked with design 
firms in the Midwest region as a consultant. In 1989, Rick moved to Milan, Italy 
where he began his collaboration with many influential designers, architects and 
furniture manufacturers.

Today, Rick bases his design studio in San Francisco where he works for his clients 
in the U.S., Europe and the Orient. His work focuses on furniture and lighting 
design. Selectively, he also ventures into interior design projects, cultural exhibits 
and industrial design.

Rick's design theory is a simple one. It is to remain an “actor”--a design chame-
leon who applies himself in many different scenarios with flexibility and ease.
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European Accents 88-90,000

Finalist—Occasional Furniture

Designers Berry & Clark Design Associates, ASFD
100 Main Avenue NW, Ste 500, Hickory, N.C. 28601
Tel. (828) 327-4648 Fax (828) 327-6896

Manufacturer Hammary Furniture Company
P.O. Box 760, Lenoir, N.C. 28645
Tel. (828) 728-3231 Fax (828) 728-5063
Contact: David Yount, V.P. Sales

Retail Price Low to Middle

FIGURE 68. European Accents 88-90,000, Hammary Furniture Company, 
Designed by Berry and Clark Design Associates

European Accents is an exceptional collection for those who like the look of the 
past, but also like comfortable, casual surroundings. A mix of unique elements - 
beadboard, open slatwork and antique pewter hardware - radiates charm and 
timeless style. 

The roots of European design are as differently flavored as the myriad countries 
from which they are borrowed. In this collection, there is a feeling of randomness, 
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of individuality. These pieces set an eclectic mood, with an overall look of refine-
ment, attention to detail and classicism. 

European Accents occasional tables and home entertainment selections are avail-
able in two finishes - Vintage Cherry or Porch White. The Vintage Cherry pieces 
are crafted from maple hardwoods and cherry veneers, and the Porch White 
pieces are crafted from select hardwoods and maple veneers. Decorating with this 
collection results in an elegant, tasteful ambiance with European-rich design 
details and a flair for casual living.

FIGURE 69. Berry and Clark Design Associates. Bottom from left, Dave Clark, 
ASFD, Rick Berry, ASFD, Nancy Pittman. Top from left, Tim Lehman, ASFD, 
Keith Binns, ASFD, Margaret Short

BERRY & CLARK DESlGN ASSOCIATES 

Berry & Clark formed their partnership in 1983 as a full-service furniture design 
firm. Their diverse but complementary educational and experience backgrounds 
has enabled them to successfully pursue a broad spectrum of furniture design dis-
ciplines, ranging from 18th century period reproductions to leading edge contem-
porary design. Along with associates, Tim Lehman, ASFD, and Keith Binns, ASFD, 
their concentrations and successes on quality of design and product development 
service with various manufacturers has given them the opportunities to effectively 
utilize their talents and energies to create furniture design in such materials and 
combinations of wood, steel, brass, glass, marble and upholstery. The abilities of 
Berry and Clark Design Associates to focus on design creativity geared toward a 
manufacturer’s capabilities has resulted in positive, long-term working relation-
ships as “team members” with their clients.
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Preface 714-15

Finalist—Occasional Furniture

Designers Michael Warren, ASFD
Warren Associates
161 Ottawa NW, Waters Bldg, Ste. 300G Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Tel. (616) 956-7826 Fax (616) 454-4917

Gary Hokanson
1004 Oakwood Court, Martinsville, VA 24112
Tel. (540) 638-2545 Fax (540 629-4085

Manufacturer Stanley Furniture Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 30 Stanleytown, VA 24168 
Telephone 540-627-2000 Fax (540) 629-4085
Contact: Kelly Cain, Sr. V.P., Product Development & Merchandising

Retail Price $5,300

FIGURE 70. Preface 714-15, Stanley Furniture Company, designed by Gary 
Hokanson and Michael Warren, ASFD

Stanley Furniture Company suspected it had a winner on its hands when it intro-
duced the Preface wood case goods collection in October 1997, but no one--
including the retailers who gave it rave reviews-- could have predicted the tremen-
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dous success the collection has enjoyed among American consumers. This origi-
nal design has set a new style standard for ’lifestyle’ collections. 

Shaker influences meet the clean lines of contemporary styling in a fresh, new, 
how-you-live approach to bedroom furniture. The design takes full advantage of 
the beauty of hard maple solids and white maple veneers. A warm caramel finish 
highlights the wood grains, accented by a practical low-sheen finish. The finish 
complements today’s home color palette: warm and pretty shades, neutrals, the 
new greens and yellows. The simple, round hardware of satin-finished nickel bor-
rows from a look that’s popular in kitchen cabinetry and men’s wear accessories. 

Preface is a tribute to the lifestyles of younger furniture buyers looking for furniture 
that complements how they live in their homes. Their search for simplicity and 
easy living inspired the uncomplicated lines, open, airy silhouettes and clever 
functions of this graceful collection of 11 living and family room tables. There’s 
something for virtually every taste in tables: solid storage drawers that hide clutter 
neatly in beautiful style, sparkling beveled glass that reveals beautiful display 
shelves, the traditional form of a simple all-wood end table, a variety of shapes, 
the amiable character of a petite metal-based chairside accent table. Each is a per-
fect complement to Preface’s entertainment units. 

From the breadth of its offering to its prices, Preface is all about value. The group 
is priced at the starting point of Stanley’s upper-medium price niche, and it packs 
a wealth of style, function and versatility at reasonable prices. The exceptional 
quality of its construction makes Preface an excellent investment. That quality is 
ensured by a fundamental commitment to continuous improvement processes, 
smaller batch sizes, random open-carton inspections and standard details like 
English dovetail drawer construction and heavy-duty drawer glides and stops. A 
smart combination of style and function, Preface is comfortable occasional furni-
ture people will find easy to live with. 

Spa

Winner—Summer/Casual Furniture

Designer Irving Sabo and Craig Stout
Ethan Allen
Ethan Allen Drive, Danbury, CT 06811
Tel. (203) 743-8000 Fax (203) 743-8298

Manufacturer Ethan Allen
Ethan Allen Drive, Danbury, CT 06811
Tel. (203) 743-8000 Fax (203) 743-8298
Contact: Michelle James, Special Projects Manager

Retail Price $899 (Lounge Chair)
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FIGURE 71. Spa, Ethan Allen, Designed by Irving Sabo and Craig Stout

Ethan Allen takes its design expertise outdoors with the new Home & Garden col-
lection of quality-crafted furnishings designed to meet the challenges of outdoor 
living. A series in the collection, meticulously crafted, Spa transforms your porch, 
patio or sunroom into paradise. 

With its quintessentially contemporary attitude, Spa makes lying poolside or din-
ing alfresco into a glamorous event. A convergence of fluid, sinuous lines, this 
exceptional collection melds long-lasting warmly toned teak and silvery cast alu-
minum. Both the teak and aluminum are weather-resistant ensuring your furniture 
looks stunning year after years. The grouping, one of four in the Home & Garden 
Collection, gives the versatility of indoor or outdoor use, while providing the qual-
ity and style expected from Ethan Allen. 

For the Spa series, we chose weather-resistant teak. The teak has been oiled and, 
when new, will be honey-colored in tone. Over time acquires an elegant silver-
grey patina 

Spa offers dining tables, arm chairs, ottomans, lounge chairs, occasional tables, 
servers and accessories. The most popular choice for outdoor furniture, the line’s 
aluminum frame offers weatherproof durability and rust resistance. Aluminum is 
finished with a powder coating for the ultimate protection. 

Some people like to bask in the sun, others prefer to experience rays from a place 
in the shade. All of our bistro tables feature bases that are designed to work with 
or without an umbrella. If you choose the umbrella option, we offer the necessary 
stand. And, when it comes to tabletops, all of our glass tops may be ordered in 
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clear or obscure glass. Our glass bistro tops are available either solid or drilled for 
umbrella use. 

Just as importantly, Ethan Allen has applied it design expertise to the fabrics used 
on the series’ cushions and table umbrellas. The surprisingly soft high-perfor-
mance fabrics have been treated for mildew and water resistance; they also are 
UV protected to withstand continuous exposures to sunlight. Versatile textures 
and patterns range from contemporary geometrics to sophisticated stripes and 
romantic florals to tropical motifs. 

Spa cushions are crafted to give you comfort, support and a timeless look. Seat 
cushions are firmer in construction and back pillows are softer. Cushions are 
firmly attached with velcro to wood and aluminum frames. 

Cushions are made of a quick-drying foam core wrapped with polyester fiber. 
Since the cushions air-dry in hours, mildew, odor and foam deterioration are con-
trolled.
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FIGURE 72. Craig Stout Accepting Pinnacle Award for Spa
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FIGURE 73. Irving Sabo

Irving Sabo

Graduated from the Cooper Union Art School. Began designing and hand crafting 
furniture for private clients. 

Freelance work for the domestic furniture industry as well as companies in Italy.

Currently Director of Product Design with Ethan Allen. ASFD Pinnacle Design 
Award recipient in 1996. 

Have been active in sculpture working mostly on larger outdoor pieces in wood, 
aluminum, and other metals. Completed a large commission In stainless steel in 
Shelton, Connecticut. 
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FIGURE 74. Craig W. Stout

Craig W. Stout

Graduated from Ohio State University with a degree in Marketing. 

Joined Ethan Allen in 1973 and currently is the Vice President of Product Devel-
opment/Merchandising at Ethan Allen, Inc., after holding a variety of marketing 
and merchandising positions. Responsible for creative direction and design devel-
opment of Ethan Allen case goods furniture lines and accessory/lighting programs. 
ASFD Pinnacle Design Award recipient in 1996. 
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Azia

Finalist—Summer/Casual Furniture

Designer Mark Singer, ASFD
GIATI Designs, Inc.
614 Santa Barbara Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Tel. (805) 965-6535 Fax (805) 965-6295

Manufacturer GIATI Designs, Inc.

GIATI Designs, Inc.
614 Santa Barbara Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Tel. (805) 965-6535 Fax (805) 965-6295
Contact: Mark Singer, President

Retail Price N/A

FIGURE 75. Azia, GIATI Designs Inc., Designed by Mark Singer, ASFD

GlATl Introduces ’98 AZIA Teak Collection for Exterior Use 

GIATI Designs recently introduced The Azia Collection, the first teak furniture that 
can be easily customized for either interior or exterior use. 

Designed by Mark Singer, this extraordinarily versatile, 12-piece collection 
includes dining, club, corner and coffee tables, side and arm chairs, sofas, bar 
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stools, lounge chairs, ottomans, and mirrors. Tables feature hand-finished, solid 
teak tops for interior use and slated table tops for exterior use. Seating pieces can 
accommodate either fully upholstered seat cushions for indoor use or the loose 
seat cushions typically used outdoors. Depending on the fabric, finish and cush-
ion selection, these pieces are equally at home in dining rooms, sun rooms or out-
door patios. 

One of the most versatile features of the new collection is the removable, decora-
tive, chair back and side panels that can be customized with a wide range of 
COM materials. 

“The selection of panel materials gives the designer a complete palette of custom 
design options,” says Mark Singer, President and Designer for GIATI. “Designers 
can dress the furniture up or down to fit the space.” Custom panel materials can 
range from outdoor options such as teak, stone and acrylic fabrics to indoor 
options such as custom carved wood panels, natural cane, sophisticated uphol-
stery fabrics and leathers, gold or silver leaf finishes and hammered
copper or silver. 

Decorative cane inserts are standard on Azia tables, seating and accessory pieces 
and can be left natural or finished with gold or silver leaf. Chair footings can also 
be finished in either natural teak, silver or gold leaf to coordinate with the inserts.
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FIGURE 76. Mark Singer, ASFD

Mark Singer, Designer for GlATl 

Mark Singer, President and Designer for GlATl Designs, manufacturer of high-end, 
interior and exterior teak furniture, market umbrellas and imported French textiles. 

Singer is a master craftsman who has designed furniture for GlATl as well as other 
prestigious companies such as Knoll, The Otsuke Group in Japan and Harvard 
University’s Sackler and Fogg Museums. Singer originally apprenticed with one of 
the foremost woodworkers in America, Sam Maloof, who is now considered a 
"national treasure." He later taught sculpture and design at Harvard for 10 years 
while maintaining his own design studio, MSDS. 

Singer’s work has been represented at the New York Museum of Modern Art, the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. In 
addition, he has won numerous awards including four ROSCOES, the Pinnacle 
award, the ACCLAlM award, the international S.P.E.C. award, and the ADEX 
award for his teak furniture designs that are now part of the GlATl collection. 
Singer has traveled extensively in Indonesia researching and procuring teak for 
GIATI. His teak furniture designs can be seen in prestigious homes, clubs and 
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resort hotels worldwide such as the Grand Wailea in Maui, Jumby Bay in Antigua, 
Sonnenalp Ski Resort in Vail and the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club. 

Singer resides in Santa Barbara with his wife, Japanese artist Hideko and their two 
children.

Metro

Finalist—Summer/Casual Furniture

Designer Kip Stewart
Ethan Allen, Ethan Allen Drive, Danbury, CT   06811
Tel. (203) 743-8000 Fax (203) 743-8298

Manufacturer Ethan Allen
Ethan Allen, Ethan Allen Drive, Danbury, CT   06811
Tel. (203) 743-8000 Fax (203) 743-8298

Retail Price $329 (Rollback Dining Chair)
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FIGURE 77. Metro, Ethan Allen, Designed by Kip Stewart

Ethan Allen takes its design expertise outdoors with the new Home & Garden col-
lection of quality-crafted furnishings designed to meet the challenges of outdoor 
living. A series in the collection, meticulously crafted, Metro transforms your 
porch, patio or sunroom into paradise. 

The boundary between sky and skyline melts in Metro, an architecturally inspired 
statement of arcs, circles and parallels. The celestial geometry is translated into 
powder-coated aluminum, for a sophisticated look that traverses urban rooftops to 
contemporary apartments with panache. 

Metro offers dining tables, arm chairs, ottomans, lounge chairs, occasional tables, 
servers and accessories. The most popular choice for outdoor furniture, the line’s 
aluminum construction offers weatherproof durability and rust resistance. Pieces 
are finished with a powder coating for the ultimate protection.

Some people like to bask in the sun, others prefer to experience rays from a place 
in the shade. All of our bistro tables feature bases that are designed to work with 
or without an umbrella. If you choose the umbrella option, we offer the necessary 
stand. And, when it comes to tabletops, all of our glass tops may be ordered in 
clear or obscure glass. Our glass bistro tops are available either solid or drilled for 
umbrella use. 
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Just as importantly, Ethan Allen has applied its design expertise to the fabrics used 
on Metro’s cushions and table umbrellas. The surprisingly soft high-performance 
fabrics have been treated for mildew and water resistance; they also are UV pro-
tected to withstand continuous exposures to sunlight. Versatile textures and pat-
terns range from contemporary geometrics to sophisticated stripes and romantic 
florals to tropical motifs. 

Metro cushions are crafted to give you comfort, support and a timeless look. Seat 
cushions are firmer in construction and back pillows are softer. Cushions are 
firmly attached with velcro to metal frames. 

Cushions are made of a quick-drying foam core wrapped with polyester fiber. 
Since the cushions air-dry in hours, mildew, odor and foam deterioration
are controlled. 

Kip Stewart 

Kip Stewart has maintained design offices in California, ltaly and Bermuda since 
the early 1950’s. His furniture designs have been manufactured and marketed in 
the United States. Europe and Asia, and are in use by such institutions as the 
United Nations, The Ford Foundation, The White House, and in numerous resort 
hotels and thousands of residences throughout the world. 

Directly out of design school, Stewart began designing furniture lines for major 
companies such as the Vista Furniture Co., Glenn of California, Umphreds Furni-
ture and Terra Furniture: He designed the biggest selling modern furniture collec-
tion in history (at that time) for Drexel Furniture. 

Stewart also designed collections for Henredon Furniture and Directional Furni-
ture, both large furniture retail companies. Mr. Stewart has recently designed top 
selling collections for Smith & Hawken, and was co-founder and designer for 
Summit Furniture. Me has also designed several award winning collections for 
Bradford Stewart Furniture, which was founded by his son, Brad Stewart He has 
received National and International First design awards in four award programs by 
the American Society of Interior Designers, the National Resource Council and 
the Philips International Design Award Programs (the only designer in history to 
win both categories for one product in the same year). 

His architectural accomplishments include numerous restaurants, residences, and 
the Ventana Inn and Restaurant chosen in 1986 as the Best Country Inn in Amer-
ica and, for several years, among the top 10 resorts in the world. 

Stewart’s design exhibitions have included the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York, the Pasadena Museum of Art, the Santa Barbara Museum of Art and the 
Monterey Museum. His painting exhibits have been shown in art galleries world-
wide and his work can be seen in major corporate and public installations as well 
as hundreds of private collections. 
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Stewart has studied drawing, color design, architecture and engineering for four 
years at Chouinard Art Institutes and taught for three years at Chouinard and Jep-
son Art Institutes. 
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