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Here's to Hugh Morson High School,

Here's to our High School days;

Sing out the good old songs, boys,

Ring out the good old "yeahs".

Here's to our comrades, all boys.

Loyal we'll be always;

Here's to Hugh Morson High School,

Here's to our high school days.

OLIVIA RANEY LIBRARY
4016 Carya Drive

Raleigh, NC 27610



A BRIEF HISTORY OF HUGH MORSON HIGH SCHOOL
Although it is demoHshed and gone, Hugh Morson High School will remain in the

memory of all who ever attended it. From 1905-1908, Raleigh's first public high school was

located at the end of Fayetteville Street where Memorial Auditorium is now located. In the

fall of 1908, it was moved to a new home on Morgan Street, just next to Raleigh's First

Presbyterian Church.

In the Fall of 1925, Hugh Morson High School came into being. It was constructed

on a city block, bounded by Hargett, Person, Bloodworth and Morgan Streets. The first

class was graduated in 1926, and Hugh Morson High School continued in operation for

thirty years.

Back in the early twenties, choosing a name for a new high school was not difficult.

Mr. Hugh Morson, a scholar and school master of great repute, had been principal of the

Old Raleigh High School for fifteen years. Although he was never principal of his name-

sake, he was well known by many of the early graduates.

A memorial of the school is located in the second block of New Bern Avenue at

Morgan Street, erected in remembrance of the school by former students.

The last senior class to graduate from this beloved school was the Hugh Morson

High School Senior Class of 1955.





Mr. D.W. Sanders served as our Principal

during our Sub-Freshmen thru our Junior

years. He then transferred to Garner HS.

Mr. Conrad L. Hooper served as our Principal

during our Senior Year only, but his love for us

and our love and respect for him continues.
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Gary Lane Eddie Lassiter Edward Lloyd Sara Long Glenn Luther
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HUGH MORSON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1955

2005 MESSAGE
(50™ Year Reunion)

"REMEMBERING THE FIFTIES"

It is said that the Fifties was an era of conformity, prosperity and rock 'n' roll.

The family was the pure essence of domestic bliss: Father was the breadwinner

and Mother was the homemaker. Young girls played with Barbie dolls, while little boys

wore coonskin caps. $300 million worth of coonskin caps and Davey Crockett

accessories were sold between 1954 and 1955.

Teenagers were breaking out of the conventional molds of their parents,

embracing their own style of music and fashion. They learned the hop from "American

Bandstand," rocked around the clock with Bill Haley and melted to Elvis Presley. Film

stars James Dean and Marilyn Monroe - the seductive rebel and the blonde bombshell -

burned up the big screen, and, together with Elvis, became enduring pop icons.

The fifties began less than a decade after the end of World War II, and the death

of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. We lived in a state of Cold War tensions between

the United States and the Soviet Union. The Korean conflict to contain the spread of

Communism was over in 1953, but the U.S. was still feeling its effects and remained

fiilly prepared for any thing that might happen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, a hero ofWW II,

became our 34'*' President of the U.S. m 1953.

The early fifties were formative years of the "Civil Rights Movement." Rosa

Parks refused to give up her seat on an Alabama bus, and the Supreme Court declared

racial segregation a violation of the 14'*' Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The fifties brought many firsts:

• Jet planes were first used for commercial travel.

• Coca Cola Co. used "Coke" for the first time.

• Johnson and Johnson invented the first baby shampoo, "No More Tears."

• The first fluoride toothpaste was introduced.

• McDonald's 15 cent hamburgers were introduced.

• Disneyland, in California, opened.

• A large scale vaccination program of the Salk Polio Vaccine was begun.

• The patent for Velcro was granted.

• The game. Scrabble, was introduced to the game market.

• The Ford Thunderbird was introduced.



The New York Yankees held the World Series championship for six of the ten

years of the 1950's. Car racing became more respected, and as we all know, has become
a very popular sport with the largest attendance than any other single sporting event in

the world. Raleigh had the first lighted speedway in the U.S., but it soon closed because

the City would not allow racing on Sunday.

Some interesting facts pertaining to family budgets in 1955 include:

• The median family income was $4,41 8,

• The minimum wage was $.75 per hour,

• The average home cost was $ 1 7,500,

• The average car sold for around $2,000,

• Gasoline was $.29 per gallon,

• A loaf of bread was $.18, and

• A postage stamp was $.03.

It was the golden age of sci-fi, hi-fi, and the space race. Computers were bom,
but no one - including the chairman of IBM - expected them to take off.

There was a baby boom, a housing boom and a new, self-assured society of mass

consumers ready to snap up the latest in washing machines, vacuum cleaners and

blenders, paying for it all with shiny new credit cards.

Perhaps nothing sculpted daily life more than that new fangled invention, the

television, which introduced a daydream world through "Leave It To Beaver," "Dragnet,"

"Lassie" and more than 120 different TV westerns. Lucy became a beloved member of

the family, as the entire household drew together around the new American hearth, often

with TV dinner trays on their laps.

Cars - long, luxurious, gas-guzzling machines with tail fins and dazzling chrome
- were symbols of success and style. Families took driving holidays to newly developing

theme parks, and teens cruised to drive-in movies, drive-in grills, and then to who knows

where?

Parents worried about their children "going steady" amid the stirrings of a sexual

revolution, with rock 'n' roll and Playboy magazine fuelling an already smoldering fire.

Still, this was a time much simpler, more relaxed, and more refined than the world

we live in today.

Remember when we didn't have television and frozen foods? Remember when
we didn't have credit cards, pantyhose, dishwashers, clothes dryers, electric blankets, air

conditioners, drip-dry clothes and before man walked on the moon?



Remember the time before computer dating, dual careers, commuter marriages,

day-care centers and group therapy. Do you remember when we got married first and

then lived together? We were probably the last generation that thought that a man and

woman should be married to have a baby.

All of these remembrances warm our hearts and certainly make us feel nostalgic,

but on the occasion of celebration of our 50* year reunion our best memories start in

September of 1950 when a group of fresh-faced young 13-year olds came together from

various schools including Barbee, Boylan Heights, Murphy, Poole and Thompson to

become the sub-freshman class of Hugh Morson High School. We were the youngest

swans on the Hugh Morson lake, but we were destined for "Swan Song" distinction.

The next year as freshmen, we felt that we knew our way around.

As sophomores in our third year on "the lake", we realized that we must work
hard in preparation for the next two - the hardest of all.

We shall never forget how toilsome, but yet how successful our fourth year was.

We selected "Ebb Tide" as the theme for our Junior-Senior dance and pleased the seniors

very much with our seashore backdrop, giant clam shell and Neptune's crown. We
finished that year pleased and satisfied with the thought that next year we would be adult

swans, as our new class rings indicated.

Finally came our fifth year and we were senior swans at last. That year was even

more delightful and successful than we had dared to dream. We worked all through the

year for our beloved lake, Hugh Morson, because we were told that this year was to be its

last year as a high school for young swans like us. In the fall, we selected "Cheaper By
The Dozen " as our senior play and made it a great success. The juniors worked hard and

gave us a beautiful Junior-Senior dance in the spring.

Soon the tasks came of selecting invitations and calling cards; then, the pride of

ordering our caps and gowns. The first of graduation activities was senior assembly; next

was class night; then came baccalaureate and finally commencement.

In that year of 1955, when we the last senior class left Hugh Morson High School,

the population of Raleigh was around 57,000 instead of the current population of over

322,000; while the Wake County population exceeds 627,000. There were three high

schools and 14 elementary schools, while today there are 1 14,000 students attending 17

high schools and 112 elementary and middle schools.

Things have changed, and so have we, but the class of 1955 is still alive, and we
cherish our memories.

Remember when Raleigh had one cafeteria - the S&W, one Chinese restaurant -

the Canton, and one Italian restaurant - Ginos?



Remember the Fayetteville Street main shopping area with department stores like

Efirds, Boylan-Pearce, Taylor's, Charles Store and Hudson-Belk; Walgreen drug store;

Jolly's and Johnson's jewelers; Royster's candy store; Briggs Hardware; Stephenson's

and Theims music store, hotels like the Sir Walter, Carolina, Andrew Johnson, Mansion

Park and Park Central; and theaters like the Palace, Wake, Capitol, State and

Ambassador? All of these are gone. Even the Village Theater built in Cameron Village

is gone.

Remember and cherish your memories of. .

.

Football games at Devereax Meadow and Riddick Stadium

Homecoming Parades

Cheerleaders and Pep Rallies

Open houses after the games

Friday nights at Brooks

The YWCA Youth Center

Dancing at lunch time on Fridays

That good cafeteria food

"Pickle Willie"

The Junior-Senior Prom

Beach trips after major dances

Ms. Shore and cutting up that frog

Mrs. Wood's music classes

Shop classes for the boys and Home Economics for the girls

"Dreamtime" and "Our Best to You" on the radio

Warlicks and Eckerds after school

Forest and Tower drive-in theaters

Johnny's Drive-In Grill (Front and Back)

Snowball fights at Capital Square, and the day they let us out of school because of

Hurricane Hazel.

All of us will remember some of our favorite recording stars of the fifties: Nat

"King" Cole, Doris Day, Eddie Fisher, Joni James, Kitty Kallen, Patti Page, Johnny Ray,

Kay Starr, Jerry Vale, Roy Hamilton, Fats Domino, Little Richard, Chuck Berry and, of

course, Elvis Presley. How about the groups such as the Drifters, the Coasters and the

Platters?



Whether your fondest memories are in the area of music of our day, sports,

dances, the city, or the everyday things that happened in those good old high school days

of the fifties, we hope this has helped you to rekindle the things that are dearest to you.

Time draws us each apart,

But memories linger, and

In our hearts and minds

We think of times gone by

—

Carefree times.

Times of youth and joy,

Happy Days.

Ernest "Duck" Spence

Class President

June 11,2005
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Ray

Boykin

|

Joan

Joslin

I

Julia

Joyner

I

Hal

Bun-ows

I

Barbara

King

I

Jim

Lambert

Brenda

Lassiter

{

Earl

Layton

I

Cecil

Creech

Carolyn

Lloyd

Jim

Long

William

Reynolds

I

Glenn

Holt

!

Janet

McLean

Jane

McMillan

I

Robert

Beverly

I

Becky

Massey

I

Frederick

Page

Max

Miller

Mac

D.

Caraway

Anne

Mingis

Harry

Doggette

I

Alva

Moore

Becky

Morton

Janice

Morton

1

Bill

Carter

^

Shirley

Nance

Becky

Newberry

Gene

Bartholomew

1
Jones,

Jerry

C.

1
Jones,

Kay

(Scoggins)

-

|

1
Jones,

Shirely

(Boykin)

I

1
Joslin,

Amold

I

1
Joyner,

Thomas

0.,

Jr.

|

1
Kearney,

Maxine

I

1
Kelley,

Alice

J.

(Bun-ows)

|

1
King,

Arthur

Eugene

|

1
Kline,

Mary

Ann

(Lambert)

|

1
Lane,

Gary

^

I

1
Lassiter,

Eddie

^

I

1
Layton,

Toby

(Rowland)

|

1
Lee,

Josephine

(Creech)

I

1
Lee,

Melda

|

1
Lloyd,

Edward

B.

^

I

1
Long,

Sara

Sue

(Smith)

I

1
Luther,

Glenn

^

|

1
Lynn,

Joyce

Evelyn

(Reynolds)

|

1

McConnell,

Clara

N.

(Hicks)

|

1
McEwen,

Anne

(Holt)

I

1

McLean,

B.

H.

|

1

McMillan,

Rex

D.

|

1
Mangum,

Robert

E.

I

1
Massey,

Frances

(Beverly)

|

1
Massey,

Harry

C,

Jr.

|

1

Matthews,

Ray

Vone

I

1
Messer,

Shirtley

Ann

(Page)

|

1
Miller,

Catherine

(Jenks)

1
Mills,

Dora

Ann

(Caraway)

1
Mingis,

W.

Kenneth

^

|

1

Mitchell,

Howard

I

1
Moody,

Nancy

(Seltmann)
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1
Moore,

Connie

(Doggette)

1

q:

(U
0
-5

Q)

0
0
2 1

Moore,

Lewns

A.

1
Morton,

Benny

1
Morton,

James

E.

-f

1

1
Mundy,

Phyllis

(Carter)

1
Murray,

Virginia

(Gill)

1
Nance,

Boyce

A.

1
Newberry,

William

J.

1

Newton,

Kathryn

(Bartholomew)

H

1
Oliver,

Alice

Ann

(Lineberger)
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919-553-4052

919-847-3709

|

919-782-7046

|

813-884-4075

|

919-266-0516

|

302-475-2820

|

901-829-3993

|

919-894-5041

|

919-833-3715

1

919-828-3898

1

919-266-1389

1

713-537-1717

1

919-789-4405

1

828-645-5526

1

843-650-4341

1

408-354-5394

1

904-772-7764

1

586-727-6144

1

919-639-6830

1

919-876-8700

1

919-832-3060

919-779-2048

1

919-876-9565

27520
27614

1

27358

1

29435

1

27613

1

27609

1

33634

1

27529

1

27545

!

19810

1

27596

1

27546

1

28401

1

29588

1

38004

1

27504

1

75243

1

27612

1

27606

J
27616

1

27610

1

27603

1

27610

1

27545

1

77066

1

27513

1

27607

1

28787

1

29576

1

95030

1

32244

1

28305

1

48062

1

27501

1

61455

1

27604

1

27607

1

27106

1

27529

1

27609

Clayton,

NC

Raleigh,

NC

I

Summerville,

NC

I

Cottageville,

SC

1

Raleigh,

NC

I

Raleigh,

NC

1

Tampa,

FL

Garner,

NC

I

Knightdale,

NC

I

Wilmington,

DE

Youngsville,

NC

Lillington,

NC

1

Wilmington,

NC

Myrtle

Beach,

SC

|

Atoka,

TN

I

Benson,

NC

I

Dallas,

TX

1

Raleigh.

NC

I

Raleigh,

NC

I

Raleigh,

NC

I

Raleigh,

NC

1

Raleigh,

NC

1

Raleigh,

NC

1

Knightdale,

NC

I

Houston,

TX

1

Cary,

NC

1

Raleigh,

NC

1

Weaverville,

NC

1

Merrills

Inlet

,SC

1

Los

Gatos,

CA

1

Jacksonville,

FL

1

Fayetteville,

NC

1

Richmond,

Ml

1

Angier,

NC

1

Macomb,

IL

1

Raleigh,

NC

1

Raleigh,

NC

1

Winston

Salem,

NC

1

Garner,

NC

1

Raleigh,

NC
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Winston

Road

11512

Coachman's

Way

1242

Scalesville

Rd.

1

6018

Rehoboth

Road

I

9900

Lakewood

Drive

I

4805

Stonehill

Drive

I

7537

Amnand

Circle

742

Garner

Rd.,#

1215

|

3636

Kemp

Drive

I

21

Weatfield

Drive

1

P.O.Box

548

1

31

Momingstar

Lane

305

South

Front

Street

I

4015

Grouswood

Dr.

I

10026

Ramada

Lane

I

1081

Adams

Rd.

1

12810

Burning

Log

Lane

I

3124

Braddock

Drive

I

3201

Mid

Pines

Road

I

6108

Oak

Forest

Rd.

I

3716

Peart

Road

I

2000

Lake

Wheeler

Road

I

4001

Rock

Quarry

Road

I

200

Wellington

Drive

I

L6623Britany

Pari<

Lane

1

100

E.

Camaby

Ct.

I

3178

Morningside

Dr.

|

9

Morris

Drive

1

3210

Sweetwater

Blvd.

1

18280

Lakeview

Court

1

7223

Worthington

Rd.

1

1115

Offshore

Drive

1

34951

Swan

Creek

Blvd.

I

PO

Box

793

1

1137

Debbie

Lane

1

4125

Jane

Lane

1

2717

Vanderbilt

Avenue

3050

Briarcliffe

Road

1

102

Twain

Drive

5209

Cabin

Place

Patsy

O'Neal

Linda

Otto

I

Harold

Core

I

James

Steward

I

Geraldine

Pearce

I

Gay

Pearce

I

Jerry

Sealey

I

Barry

Newstadt

I

Mary

Poole

I

Jeanne

Poole

I

Jerome

C.

Matthews

|

Dunwood

Tart

I

Penny

Purdy

I

Donald

Tickle

I

David

Geratd

Langdon

|

Neal

Hall

I

Jenry

Ray

Holderfield

|

Robert

Gower

I

Glenn

Poole
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|

Elio

Battista

I

Anne

Rothrock

|

Anne

Satterfield

|

Sylvis

B.

Satterfield

|

Jim

Oggerino

|

Hyman

Rouse

I

Bill

Shackelford

I

Harry

Sloan

I

Hinton

Adams

I

Bill

Snakenburg

I

Kat

Spence

I

George

Moore

I

Rodger

Jones

I

Wade

Murray

I

Marguerite

Speed

1

O'Neal,

Harrison

(Bill)

1
Otto,

Marshall

1

1
Owens,

Christine

(Lane)

1
Parker,

Mary

Lou

(Core)

1
Parrish,

Marie

(Stewart)

1
Payne,

Shiriey

(Fowler)

1
Pearce,

Jimmy

H.

I

1
Pearce,

Joseph

A.,

Jr.

I

1
Perry,

Shiriey

(Sealey)

I

1
Pierce,

Priestly

E.

(Sonny)

|

1
Pike,

Zoby

(Newstadt)

I

1
Poole,

Bobby

Lou

(Miller)

I

1
Poole,

J,

McCoy

I

1
Poole,

William

E.

1

1
Price,

Lee

(Nichols)

I

1
Price,

Lois

Jean

(Matthews)

1

1
Price,

Phyllis

(Tart)

1

1
Purdy,

James

L.

|

1

Randolph,

Sue

(Tickle)

I

1
Ray,

Clellie

(Langdon)

1

Reardon,

Bobby

|

1
Rhodes,

Joanna

(Hall)

I

1
Rhue,

Jean

(Holderfield)

1

1
Rideout,

Sarah

(Gower)

I

1

Rideoutt.

William

E.

¥
\

Riggsbee,

Nancy

(Poole)

I

1

Robinson,

Norma

(Battista)

|

1
Rothrock,

T.

Hardy

|

1
Salter,

Rheta

(Mann)

I

1

Satterfield,

William

C.

1

1

Satterfield,

Glen

Thomas

I

1
Saylor,

Barbara

(Oggerino)

I

1

Seagroves,

Shiriey

(Rouse)

|

1

Shackelford,

Joyce

(Costin))

|

1
Sloan,

Ruby

(Scripka)

I

1
Smith,

Nancy

(Adams)

|

1

Snakenburg,

Nancy

(Francis)

]

1

Spence,

Ernest

P.

|

1
Spivey,

Barbara

(Moore)

I

1
Stanley,

Cleo

|

1
Stell,

Melba

Jean

(Jones)

I

1
Stevens,

Ann

(Murray)

I

1
Stevens,

Thad
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